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N. Khanikoff, 

ery, necessarily requiring a double effort of human intellect, is 
an evident waste of that creative force which causes the advance 
of humanity in the glorious path of civilization. Modern orien- 
talists are beginning to feel deeply the justice and the importance * 
of the counsel given them by the author of the Mecanique Ce- 
leste, who, in his Compendium of the History of Astronomy, 
while persuading them to extract from the numerous oriental 
manuscripts preserved in our libraries whatever they contain 
that is of value to this science, remarks that “ the grand varia- 
tions in the theory of the system of the world are not less inter- 
esting than the revolutions of empires and the labors of MM. 
Chdzy, Stanislas Julien, Am. Sddillot, Woepcke, Bochart, Spren- 
gel, Moreley, Dorn, Clement-Mullet, and others, have enriched 
with a mass of new and instructive facts our knowledge re- 
specting the state of the sciences in the Orient. Notwithstand- 
ing this, however, it must be granted that M. Clement-Mullet 
was perfectly justified in saying, as he has done in an article on 
the Arachnids, published in the Journal Asiatique,* that re- 
searches into the physical sciences of the Orientals have been 
entirely, or almost entirely, neglected ; and it is only necessary 
to read the eloquent pages in which the author of the Cosmos 
estimates the influence of the Arab element upon European civ- 
ilization, to be convinced of the scantiness of our information 
as to the condition of physical science among the Arabs ; for 
that illustrious representative of modern civilization, after hav- 
ing shown that the Arabs had' raised themselves to the third step 
in the progressive knowledge of physical facts, a step entirely 
unknown to the ancients, that, namely, of experimentation, con- 
cludes that,f “ as instances of the progress which physical sci- 
ence owes to the Arabs, one can only mention the labors of 
Alhazen respecting the refraction of light, derived perhaps in 
part from the Optics of Ptolemy, and the discovery and first 
application of the pendulum as a measure of time, by the great 
astronomer Ebn-Yunis.” 

All this leads me to suppose that men of science will’be inter- 
ested to have their attention called to a work of the twelfth cen- 
tury, written in Arabic, which treats exclusively of the balance, 
and of the results arrived at by the help of that instrument, 
which has given to modern science so many beautiful discoveries. 

I hesitated for some time whether to offer a pure and simple 
translation of this work, or a detailed analysis of its contents, 
presenting in full only those passages which contain remarkable 
matter, worthy of being cited. Finally, taking into considera- 
tion the numerous repetitions, the superfluity of detail, and even 


* Number for Aug. — Sept., 1854, 6 me Serie, iy. 214, etc. 
f Kosmos, ii. 268 (original edition). 
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the obscurity of exposition, of matters which, thanks to the pro- 
gress of science, have become for us elementary, and which, if 
presented in the little attractive form of the original text, would 
tend rather to conceal than to develop the interesting facts which 
it contains, I have decided to translate, in full, only the preface 
and introduction of the work, its exposition of the principles 
of centres of gravity, and its researches into the specific gravi- 
ties of metals, precious stones, and liquids, and to limit myself, 
beyond this, to citing the words of the author as pieces justifica- 
tives, to show whether I have fully apprehended the sense of his 
reasonings. 

I have had at my disposal only a single manuscript copy of 
this work, which moreover lacks a few leaves in the middle and 
at the end, so that it has been impossible to determine its age : 
to judge from the chirography, however, it is quite ancient, and 
the absence of diacritical points sufficiently indicates that it is a 
work of the scribes of Ispahan, who have the bad habit of omit- 
ting these points, so essential to the correct reading of oriental 
texts. The original of each extract, whether longer or shorter, 
will be found accompanying its translation. It only remains for 
me to say that I have been scrupulous to render as faithfully 
as possible the text of my author, wherever I have cited from 
him ; in the cases where I have had to fill out the ellipses so 
common in Arabic, I have marked the words added by placing 
them in brackets. 

The work commences thus : 

aifi *-wj 

XjIxu! "i! &!i "i *11 

LLkA 5v>Uc Jj ,» ? *«> 

j»Uii jiAjti! q'j xjlxAIL jJL*v_5 *j!} *A-c all! 

^5 ^ iU’jdl xL*aaJ! qA ohxiS AhUj JoUAil 

|*Ij A^ ^ , ‘ 1 j . ♦ A k A-*- * f 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

Praise be to God, beside whom there is no deity, the Wise, the True, 
the Just! and may the blessing of God rest upon all His prophets and 
ambassadors, whom He has sent to His servants in order to justice, 
singling out our Prophet Muhammad, the Elect, to be the bearer of the 
law mild in righteousness ! 

Now, then, to our subject. Justice is the stay of all virtues, and the 
support of all excellencies. For perfect virtue, which is wisdom in its 
two parts, knowledge and action, and in its two aspects, religion and the 
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[Our correspondent having communicated his paper to us in the 
French language, accompanied with the extracts in the original Arabic, 
we have taken the liberty to put it into English, and have in fact re- 
translated the extracts rather than give them through the medium of the 
French version. M. KhanikolFs own notes are printed on the pages to 
which they refer. To these we have added others, -relating to the original 
text and its contents, which are distinguished by letters and numerals, 
and will be found at the end of the article.-— Comm, of Publ.] 


The scantiness of the data which we possess for appreciating 
the results arrived at by the ancient civilizations which preceded 
that of Greece and Rome, renders it impossible for us to form 
any probable conjecture respecting the development which our 
present knowledge might have attained, if the tradition of the 
discoveries made by the past in the domain of science had been 
transmitted without interruption, from generation to generation, 
down to the present time. But the history of the sciences pre- 
sents to us, in my opinion, an incontestable fact of deep signifi- 
cance : the rediscovery, namely, in modern times, of truths 
laboriously established of old ; and this fact is of itself enough 
to indicate the necessity of searching carefully in the scientific 
heritage of the past after all that it may be able to furnish us 
for the increase of our actual knowledge ; for a double discov- 

VOL. VI. 1 
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*-***“Jj K-fcjualS (juj JU UjJUi' ^yixJUj Ls ^aJ 

^ £m *& j t ^ LaJI a c ^ » .a£> JJ' ^3 v , ° 1 1 

r USt, JUXSt |»L»»i! Ls.*m»^» jJ*!t ^Uo Sjj-oj JlX*JI *oLxi (jois» 
&Jf alykl SjUi’it xJtj j»L^*J! ^ JwD^l jjj; IaJ^aam^Oj 

a^ixli L*jj ijop,\^ o ^ AwJi ,^**15 JjuiSLi 

si^Iac £ L» <3jJ! ‘V4- c - vi- ' (j»lsi XjumwJI xt-: t tij 

$ ^tp’s Lwji^i! t-jjttoAj ^LUi L_5jilo jho Xl*^- 

kJJuo 8 i\io jvgjjAO *1 vJLit iSs. ^Ic 0 ij f ^A 5 “x^>G 

o' L5^ ioauajsu ^(j «J Ist^S J. O »j^o 

^ vX 0T* U-xSaIS (__5 jr J le^jtXjy B^AC Jl\c 

J** 1 ? - ■* * x ** <ag j *■? j»L4**jj --yjt-'i s y£xi 

-bL^'j^S i3i 0iV*-^ C7*^5j i3 qLuaJ^I x-Lko£.\ ^Iju 

a^LLoj Jc\*il ij Ua xwL aOl*«J! Jwaav dlyJL. ^i! i_ilS>! Ji kX^-ji 

course of the world, consists of perfect knowledge and assured action ; 
and justice brings the two [requisites] together. It is the confluence of 
the two perfections of that virtue, the means of reaching the limits of all 
greatness, and the cause of securing the prize* in all excellence. In order 
to place justice on the pinnacle of perfection, the Supreme Creator made 
Himself known to the Choicest of His servants under the name of the 
Just ; and it was by the light of justice that the world became complete 
and perfected, and was brought to perfect order— to which there is 
allusion in the words of the Blessed : “ by justice were the heavens and 
the earth established ;” and, having appropriated to justice this elevated 
rank and lofty place, God has lavished upon it the robes of complacency 
and love, and made it an object of love to the hearts of all His servants' ■ 
so that human nature is fond of it, and the souls of men yearn after it' ' 
and may be seen to covet the experience of it, using all diligence to 
secure it If any thing happens to divert men from it, or to incline 
them to*its opposite, still they find within themselves a recognition of it 
and a confirmation of its real nature ; so that the tyrant commends the 
justice of others. For this reason, also, one sees the souls of men 
pained at any composition of parts which is not symmetrical, and so 
abhorring lameness and blindness, and auguring ill therefrom. More- 
over, in order to the preservation of the empire of justice, the Supreme 

* vJu*J i i. e. reed of precedence. By this name is designated a lance 

planted in the middle of a plain, where horse-races are held, and which' the leader 

m the race senes m passing. * 
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0 \ Jij yAi ah! q? U ICsLaX^fi! 

^Jlc Ajtoii!} ^J^X) iOl^l (jjslfijuwt Ji ah! Loj 5 jJo qJ>Xj! 

<_Xc*! r*JtJ ^ KsusL<\Ji XaAii?j! L+jCs- id*^j 

kX^-i ^ ♦ t ! 1 ^5 X^Lft£u/b! Q-* "bi «sLs-t*J! j-**C>* 

jyLuJt oiicsC) jJjtil <3, JiAjtJ!} |Jjt!! (j, JOjti! q-% jyiyj ^! hoL*j*JI 
0 !c^j JvX*jij slyL^!} liL&J! iU*a J ^j£ bj-cw aifi,l2J «-p»j l _ 5 lc 

^j«*a*J! ^ 3_S> ^ytf} giyU«* ^b i Xj!cj3 f ! k,yJcX^J J***!! jj'i! 

aihc y_«<a,ii (j-* (j*iL*ii JlXe! Lo ^Lc &»LmJI LjaIc 

Sjjf. a!v 3 S *ijO &Uili! uio iwl*j 0*3, o> 

iuJuLjWj *-*«j ^o oUaj^! Xjlcj ^3 KLsLjuj^ JjliS! s^i (j*Lh! CT*b 
LoiXl !* ^^xxi! jhyiil y£ juX*J!* IPaLx^X**^ j^ciyis* a-W ,3 

OkAi xoti o» 3! *J eSL*M«j'^*i ^3^13 i>ys»1>S 5 k>Lst«*i ^^=>3 (3 

* 

God has made the side-members of man’s body in pairs, and its middle 
members single ; and He calls men to pursue the paths of felicity by 
the practice of justice, and adherence to uprightness, according to the 
divine words : “ and do justly — verily, God loves them who do justly,”* 
and again : “ as for them who say ‘our Lord is God,’ and are upright”f — 
wishing to do them good, and lavishing mercy upon them. God has 
even set up justice as the criterion of judgment between His creatures, 
being content with equity ; so that no one will pass the bridge of salva- 
tion without a certificate of uprightness in action, nor repose in the 
paradise of felicity without a diploma of justice in knowledge. 

Justice in knowledge is the verification of the object of knowledge in 
accordance with its scope, in the way appropriate to it, kept clear of 
the defect of doubt and uncertainty. Justice in action is two-fold : 

1. self-government, which is the harmonizing of the natural endow- 
ments, the maintenance of equilibrium between the powers of the soul, 
and the bringing of them under beautiful control — agreeably to the 
saying : “ the most just of men is he who lets his reason arbitrate for 
hia desire ;” and it is a part of the perfection of such a man that he 
dispenses justice among those inferior to himself and wards ofl from 
others any injury which he has experienced, so that men are secure as 
to his doing evil ; 2. control over others, which consists in the main- 
tenance of moderation within one’s self together with a power of con- 
straint, in respect to the performance of obligations to men, and the # 
requiring of that performance on their part. 


* Kur. xlix. 9. 


f Kur, xlvL 12. 
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Xjisy KjLuJj l&J j.Laaj! *$ SjjjtSL «5 

ypLu JjutSi ^ybj _j-®->} s^y* g- 'Ua<J 

jjlc, t_jlas>% XJUpft jjgi ^;aXa\=>- UiLsj ^ iuLgi bL ^yi 

Syh. C £jiixi?4UiS' gwy'ij ^ yc L y yo>-!y> |*£cLjIj j*fi! 

£ M 

y^Ji pliai eJUs^j £***5 iCCi^ Jy-ilJ ^. ; *l c -hts>> Ul£>!. Ly v_ac4 
a£sLS OjgCaj "2L, J<A*JS j» ; > y 4<-kc (.bC»- j*yi ^a*j qL 

yy JiLit a*J L ^ yjgtii ^ Jj "51s JwLuJj? 

4y0% gjyii i3 gy—'-y-N (Joc’i! _?% aiL> q-» ^ xjOo 

^JUJ5 «JLc ^yJtii **yu 5 ij y aftjij 4*=UJ1 * j p^Crswih, 

SjUmJI 4^4 Q_y-y2jLi*ii Q_yS»*u! f- Ltlv iij iU-fili 

»U^saJ! fpj yac y 3 Julies*., Jy-gS i_)Sy ? i4jX«J! J9j 5 

iiJyjCiJ? (ji?i ylc! ckie bLsuJI ^ Jg! oiL^il bLV^IIj ^y^Xii Sj_ysaj 

ygg yji jsj \ |Sy^j oLgy&Ji^ 

vi>Jliii j^LsOSj J^ xJS ,3 i_s^ ,;j “ 

Justice is the support of both religion and the course of the world, 
and the stay of future as well as present felicity ; so that whoever takes 
hold of it, or of one of its branches, takes hold of a strong handle to 
which there is no breaking. Furthermore, because the mercy of the 
Supreme God intended to secure the rewards of virtue to His servants, 
and to establish them in the open way of His rectitude, He willed that 
justice should abide among them to the last day, uninterrupted, and 
unimpaired by the lapse of times and ages. Knowing that men would 
injure one another by compliance with the requirements of their natural 
impulses, He gave them self-command, as an inherent prerogative of 
their being — which they are naturally capable of and fitted for — and, 
in the amplitude of His mercy, and the breadth of His compassion, has 
provided for them, with constant goodness, by raising up among them 
just judges, their never-failing securities for justice. Of these there are 
three, answering to the several divisions of justice : 1. the glorious 
Book of God, which, from beginning to end, is without any admixture 
of error, is the supreme canon, to which both legal rules and doctrinal 
principles refer back, the arbiter between the Supereminent and the 
subject creature, to which the tradition of the Blessed Prophet is the 
sequel ; 2. the guided leaders and established doctors, set up in order 
to the dissipation of uncertainties and the removal of doubts, who 
are the vicars of the Prophet, and his substitutes, in every age and 
time, who protect the way of religion, and guide men into the paths of 
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Book of the Balance qfwisdom. 

iCalxIt omaj^S Xa^s-^jj JuXjtii qL«J j£> ^ jJ! 

= • 

^>!ij jJ Ji’’ J«^iji XaLsib ( _ s *3j x X^caS j. JtXjtl! 

iji ^+?>lc JajLs'J! ( *Aj"xo^*i3- Jsjusaj xmoIsJumLi 

aiLwi! ii5Ju« f xjt jj iuj jjs xt!l xl*=* jfcjj^Ls'uJWj .*Aj!iw>ai' 

^*>5 ,5 &t*Ji i_jUdf! Jjj! xiif J,L*i‘ JLai 

fjtf\ jC5j 5 l£*jj tUwJL Jo*. JLsis ^UwJI jij J. XijyU 
*li! JiSj jaimaJLi ^ ^ if 

xlil XtfijkAr*! ^ ^.i* g X.w»4JI . •* ..1 Q.I ^jLxj 

JJaLitj Oi2*t (jy X J I j XogjJ xJiAj; JuJ 3^>Lo ^Lc tjiPis! 

* ► I s 

JU jJOki S_k£. ^iiu. jJOkjki Xwi*J L jjjJi 'xsusls- 

xJLyaj 3_o iO«LaXv(5 \a/c v_Sjjuj, xit^rs\jL xJC*iLii**ut *^a i_jy*J ^Aj! 

felicity, when attacked by doubts and uncertainties; of whom is the just 
ruler alluded to in the words of the Blessed : “ the Sultan is the shadow 
of the Supreme God, upon His earth, the refuge of every one injured, 
and the judge ;” 3. the balance, which is the tongue of justice, the 
article of mediation between the commonalty and the great ; the erite- 
terion of just judgment, which with its final decision satisfies all the 
good and wicked, just-doefs and doers of iniquity ; the standard, by its 
rectitude, for the settlement of men’s altercations ; the security of order 
and justice among men, in respect to things which are left to them and 
committed to their disposal ; made by God the associate of His Kuran, 
which He joins on to the pearl-strips of His beneficence, so that 
the Supreme says : “ God who hath sent down the True Book and the 
balance,”* and connects the benefit of the institution of the balance 
with that of the raising of the heavens, in the divine words : “ and as 
* for the heavens, He hath raised them ; and He hath instituted the 
balance ; transgress not respecting the balance, do justice in weighing, 
and diminish not with the balance.”f The Supreme God also says : 
“ weigh with an even balance.”^ Indeed, the balance is one of the Su- 
preme God’s lights, which He has bountifully bestowed upon His serv- 
ants, out of the perfection of His justice, in order that they may thereby 
distinguish between the true and the false, the right and the wrong. 
For the essence of light is its being manifest of itself, and so seen, and 
that it makes other things manifest, and is thus seen by ; while the 
balance is an instrument which, of itself, declares its own evenness or 
deflection, and is the means of recognizing the rectitude or deviation 
therefrom of other things. It is on account of the great power of the 
balance, and its binding authority, that God has magnified and exalted 


* Kur. xlii. 16. 


f Kur. lv. 6, 7, S. 


t Kur. xvii 37. 
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JsuwjUL (j-LiiS v_iLxlii AjuI JUis v_foy*Jlj 


di Xjibuwi k3 ^.y fr** lXa\-w ^wO v\jiXs> 1 uiijilj 

qI^ju* ijgt+i x*»lili kuAaj* ^S'lnit ju ^goVJi j^Xstii ^oyb Uj 

jtia ?yi i ^ => ^ (*iiajS ( _ ? s j *i 3 s " 's^Uc *111 
L*iS^ lyc> jijjt iAas J ri w gS lj qIjaU CJ** Wr*“ u*dt> (*^“ "-^ ^1*2 

i-jtJ'ii jJ^I bi ,^rz>w\j Uj 

j**ai 

iotiv,l 33 Ouu J^Ls-i jo s& JoelJUj X*X=M pU^ iXilji jdjutj' ^ 

^ . £»*■ QLsvjl«'ai?j Xjp^txS! *jAk5 yAsbl a Xauxtil (^c; jti! X+X^l Q^>yc 

qjjJI Xi> ^^5^1 Igirf ^Lwail ^hAs* ^yc iOjutij jjliil t:r » J-A Li ^Util 

jE * m 

JLSi /0 v_aI? Juloact 'ayjtf qI*. x»s> 5 I jls&o OjUj **s 

ju OiiosOo aUjlill Uj U!c XnJUaJt \_8 -Joj JyJi OusJ *ju'i* 3 !j! liAS> 

it to such a degree as to rant it with His Book and the sword, in the 
divine words : “ and we have sent down, with them, the Book ; and 
the balance, in order that men may do justice ; and we have sent down 
the cutting blade, which has exceeding force.”* So, then, the balance 
is one of the three supports of that justice by which the world stands ; 
and justice is called “God’s balance among His servants,” both on 
account of this relationship df the balance thereto, and because it 
typifies the justice of the last day, clear of all injustice in its sentence, 
which is signified by the words of the Supreme God : “ shall not, then, 
a soul be wronged at all ?”f and “ he to whom the balance with just 
measure shall be given, will have much good done to him ; and none, 
are mindful thereof save those who have hearts.”] 

Seel. 1. Enumeration of the Advantages and Uses of the Balance of 

Wisdom, 

Says 'al-KMzinl, after speaking of the balance in general, — The bal- 
ance of wisdom is something worked out by human intellect, and perfected 
by experiment and trial, of great importance on account of its advantages, 
and because it supplies the place of ingenious mechanicians. Among: 
these [advantages] are: 1. exactness in weighing: this balance shows 
variation to the extent of a mitbkal, or of a grain, although the entire 
weight is a thousand mifbk&Is, provided the maker has a delicate hand, 
attends to the minute details of the mechanism, and understands it; 


* Kur. lvii. 25. 

t Kur. ii. 272, altered. 


f Kur. xxi. 48, with blii for bis . 
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XiiliSlj Lgi* ^L»>S d>l=*5 sAjAaa q* jiai! j*a*xj 

o' yf- o* L$ Ae oUii! er y=»5 ^0-^-J ^7^ li ^ ** 

0*^3 £y4> xaaP jtt ** 3 ^ f tikA<**u i^cutJ cr L ^sa j dkaj 

,_£yiwi !J! ^11! J. y>2i! ^^jJLaii uVs-i Qj> xj i_jjy *xji JSj j^f-w 

'U! J, U-JJ;* IJ>) ij, X-JCcj -]y~3 (3 ' l *t J ;i 

OiJJ^ 5 (jr^ 5 /*=?■ ** '-t J M U^AS Lfhj q* yiiXJ ^yl I^SJU 

j_S\i?-5 u^lXJ! ^aj 1 _y»*. -r . 9.~i~ 'i Lgj1£ jJ.L* ijiL&’J &jit\ qa 

ytwJt _y^SV XCSj^ilS XaamJ ,5,1 ( ^C Oliiii J>L*jl j! X**J>w*J!} 

i*a5 _j^su x**^ tlx»i! jj*j jjjLkxJSj 

(JVaJj Xil*5 £}&} ^c\J! ^SPyJl ^Lwkj ob^AAaJS Alm\^ o*» 
jLotH yju f , ~ r jyA\ fc> : o^Lsl*i!j c_: jjAili JjL»wo o*j 'A^- x>jL*«j U 

2. that it distinguishes pure metal from its counterfeit, each being recog- 
nized by itself, without any refining; 3. that it leads to a knowledge of 
the constituents of a metallic body composed of any two metals, without 
separation of one from another, either by melting, or refining, or change 
of form, and that in the shortest time and with the least trouble ; 4. that 
it shows the superiority in weight of one of two metals over the other 
in water, when their weight in air is the same ; and reversely, in air, when 
their weight in water is the same ; and the relations of one metal to an- 
other in volume, dependent on the weight of the two [compared] in the 
two media; 5. that it makes the substance of the thing weighed to 
be known by its weight — differing in this from other balances, for they 
do not distinguish gold from stone, as being the two things weighed ; 
6. that, when one varies the distances of the bowls from the means of 
suspension in a determined ratio, as, for example, in the ratio of impost 
to the value of the article charged therewith, or the ratio of seven to ten, 
which subsists between dirhams and dinars,* surprising things are ascer- 
tained relative to values, without resort to counterpoises — [for instance,] 
essential substance is indicated, and the [mere] similitude of a thing is 
decisively distinguished ; and theorems relative to exchange and legal 
tenders and the mint, touching the variation of standard value, and 
certain theorems of curious interest, are made clear ; 7. the gain above 
all others — that it enables one to know what is a genuine precious stone, 


* Impost, jtwJS 5 in this passage, denotes the valuation in units of money of a 
unity of provisions of a given sort ; and this unity is the thing charged with the 
impost, . Hence the relation of one to the other must be numerical, like 

that between dirhams and dinars, which are proportioned to one another as 'i to 10. 
This explanation is derived from the second chapter of the eighth lecture of our 
author's work, which i3 not of sufficient importance to be translated. 
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such as a hyacinth, or ruby, or emerald, or fine pearl ; for it truly discrim- 
inates between these and their imitations, or similitudes in color made 
to deceive. 

These views have led us to the consideration of the balance of wisdom, 
and to the composition of this book, with the help of God and His 
fair aid. 

* Sec. 2. Theory of the Balance of Wisdom. 

This just balance is founded upon geometrical demonstrations, and 
deduced from physical causes, in two points of view : 1. as it implies 
centres of gravity, which constitute the most elevated and noble depart- 
ment of the exact sciences, namely, the knowledge that the' weights of 
heavy bodies vary according to difference of distance from a point in 
common— the foundation of the steelyard ; 2. as it implies a knowledge 
that the weights of heavy bodies vary according to difference in raritv 
or density of the liquids in which the body weighed is immersed— the 
foundation of the balance of wisdom. 

To these two principles the ancients directed attention in a vague wav 
after their manner which was to bring out things abstruse, and to declare 
dark things, in relation to the great philosophies and the precious scien- 
ces. We have, therefore seen fit to bring together, on this subject, what- 
ever useful suggestions their works, and the works of later philosophers 
have afforded us in connection with those discoveries which our own 
meditation, with the help of God and His aid, has yielded 
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Sec. 3. Fundamental Principles of the Art of Constructing this 

Balance. 


Every art, we say, has its fundamental principles, upon which it is 
based, and its preliminaries to rest upon, which one who would discuss 
it must not be ignorant of. These fundamental principles and prelimi- 
naries class themselves under three heads: 1. those which rise up [in the 
mind] from early childhood and youth, after one sensation or several 
sensations, spontaneously ; which are called first principles, and common 
familiar perceptions ; 2. demonstrated principles, belonging to other 
departments of knowledge; 3. those which are obtained by experiment 
and elaborate contrivance. Now as this art which we propose to investi- 
gate. involves both geometrical and physical art, uniting as it does the 
consideration of quantity and quality ; and as to each of these two arts 
pertain the fundamental principles mentioned, it has itself, necessarily, 
such fundamental principles; so that one cannot possess a thorough 
knowledge of it, without being well grounded in them. But inasmuch 
as some of the familiar perceptions relative to this art are so perfectly 
evident that it is useless to draw upon them in books, we leave them 
unnoticed.; pursuing a di fit- rent course in respect to certain first princi- 
ples not perfectly evident, which we shall speak of as there is occasion. 
As for those derivative fundamental principles, obtained by experiment 
and ocular proof, and likewise, as to demonstrated principles belonging 
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to other sciences, we shall call them up so far as may be necessary in® 
the way of allusion and passing notice. ’ J ' 


Sect. 4. Institution of the Water-balance ; Names of those who have 
discussed it, in the order of their succession; and Specific Forms of 
Balances used in Water, with their Shapes and Names. 


It is said that the [Greek] philosophers were first led to think of setting 
up this balance, and moved thereto, by the book of Menelaus addressed 
to Domitian, in which he says : “ O King, there was brought one day to 
Hiero King of Sicily a crown of great price, presented to him on 'the 
part of several provinces, which was strongly made and of solid work- 
manship. Now it occurred to Hiero that this crown was not of pure 
gold, but alloyed with some silver; so he inquired into the matter of 
the crown, and clearly made out that it was composed of gold and silver 
together. He therefore wished to ascertain the proportion of each metal 
contained in it; while at the same time he was averse to breaking the 
crown, on account of its solid workmanship. So he questioned the geom- 
etricians and mechanicians on the subject. But no one sufficiently skill- 
ful was found among them, except Archimedes the geometrician one of 
the courtiers of Hiero. Accordingly, he devised a piece of melanism 
which, by delicate contrivance, enabled him to inform king Hiero how 
much gold and how much silver was in the crown, while yet it retained 
its form. That was before the time of Alexander. Afterwards, Menelaus 
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[himself] thought about the water-balance, and brought out certain uni- 
versal arithmetical methods to be applied to it ; and there exists a treatise 
by him on the subject. It was then four hundred years after Alexander. 
Subsequently, in the days of Mamun, the water-balance was taken into 
consideration by the modern philosophers Sand Bin 'Ali, Yuhanna Bin 
Yusif and 'Ahmad Bin 'al-Fadhl the surveyor ; and in the days of the 
Shmanide dynasty, by Muhammad Bin Zakariya of Rai, who composed 
a treatise on the subject, which he speaks of in his Book of the Eleven, 
and named this balance “ the physical balance ;” and in the days of the 
Dailamite dynasty, by 'Ibn 'al-’Amid and the philosopher 'Ibn-Sina, both 
of whom distinguished [the components of] a compound body scientifically 
and exactly, but composed no work on the subject; and in the days of 
the house of Nasir 'ad-Din, by 'Abu-r-Raihan, who took observations on 
the relations of [different] metallic bodies and precious stones, one to 
another, as indicated by this balance, and carried his deductions so far as 
to distinguish one from another [in a compound], exactly and scientific- 
ally, without melting or refining, by arithmetical methods. 

Some one of the philosophers who have been mentioned added to the 
balance a third bowl, connected with one of the two bowls, in order to 
ascertain the measure, in weight, of the rising of one of the two bowls in 
the water : and by that addition somewhat facilitated operations. Still 
later, under the victorious dynasty now reigning — may the Supreme 
God establish it ! — the water-balance was taken up by the eminent teacher 
'Abh-Hafs ’Umar 'al-Khaiyaml, who verified what was said of it, and 
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demonstrated the accuracy of observation upon it, and the perfection of 
operation with it — supposing a particular sort of water to be used — 
without having a marked balance. The eminent teacher 'Abh-Hatim 
'al-Muzaffar Bin 'Isma’ii of 'Isfazar, a cotemporary of the last named, also 
handled the subject, for some length of time, in the best manner possible, 
giving attention to the mechanism, and applying his mind to the scope 
of the instrument, with an endeavor to facilitate the use of it to those 
who might wish to employ it. He added to it two movable bowls, for 
distinguishing between two substances in composition ; and intimated 
the possibility of the specific gravities of metals being [marked] upon its 
beam, for reading and. observation, relatively to any particular sort of 
water. But he failed to note the distances of specific gravities from the 
axis, by parts divided off and numbers ; nor did he show any of the 
operations performed with them, except as the shape of the balance 
implied them. It was he, too, who named it “ the balance of wisdom.” 
He passed away, to meet the mercy of the Supreme God, before perfecting 
it and reducing all his views on the subject to writing. 

Sect. 5. Forms and Shapes of the Water-balance. 

Says 'al-Khazini, coming after all the above named, — Balances used 
in water are of three varieties of shape : 1 . one with two bowls arranged 
in the ordinary way, called “ the general simple balance” ; to the beam 
of which are frequently added round-point numbers ; 2. one with three 
bowls for the extreme ends, one of which is suspended below another, and 
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is the water-bowl; which is called “the satisfactory balance,” or “the 
balance without movable bowl;” 3. one with five howls, called “the com- 
prehensive balance,” the same as the balance of wisdom ; three of the 
bowls of which are a water-bowl and two movable bowls. The knowl- 
edge of the relations of one metal to another depends upon that perfect- 
ing ot the balance, by .delicate contrivance, which has been accomplished 
by the united labors ot all those who have made a study of it, or pre- 
pared it by fixing upon it [points indicating] the specific gravities of 
metals, relatively to a determined sort of water, similar in density to the 
water of the Jaihiin of Khuwarazm, exclusively of other waters. 

It is also possible, however, for one who is attentive and acute, by 
means of this balance, to observe the specific gravities of precious stones 
and metals [marked] upon it, with any water agreed upon, at any time, 
with the least trouble, at the shortest notice, and with the greatest facility 
of operation ; as I shall set forth in the course of this book, with the help 
of the Supreme God, and the felicity of the imperial power of the most 
magnificent Sultan, the exalted Shah of Shahs, the king of subject 
nations, the chief of the Sultans of the world, the Sultan of God’s earth, 
e protector of the religion of God, the guardian of the servants of 
trod, the king of the provinces of God, designated as God’s Khalif, the 
S °fy pi f he course of the world and of religion, the shelter of Islamism 
and ot Muslims, the arm of victorious power, the crown of the illustrious 
S’ helper of the eminent religion, 'Abu-l-Harith Sanjar Bin 

Mahkshah Bin 'Alparslan, Argument for the Faith, Prince of the Be- 
lievers— may God perpetuate his reign, and double his power ! For his 
felicity is the illuminating sun of the world, and his justice its vivifying 
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I sought assistance from his beams of light irradiating all quarters of 
the world, and was thereby guided to the extent of my power of accom- 
plishment in this wort, and composed a book on the balance of wisdom, 
for his high treasury, during the months of the year 515 of the Ilijrah* 
of our Elect Prophet Muhammad — may the benedictions of God rest 
upon him and his family, and may he hare peace ! 

This book is finished by means of his auspiciousness, and the felicity 
of his high reign, embracing all sovereignties, by virtue of the Supreme 
God’s special gifts to him of fortitude and valor — so that he has subdued 
the climes of the East and West — and the excellencies united in him, 
purity of lineage, nobleness of nature, exalted nationality, and lofty 
grandeur, both by inheritance and conquest. So then, may God perpetu- 
ate his reign, who is the chief of the people of the world, the possessor of 
all the distinctions of humanity ! We ask the Supreme God that he 
would lengthen his days, and increase bis eminence, his power, his rule, 
and his sway — God is equal to that, and able to bring it to pass. 

Sect. 6. Division of the Booh. 

I have divided the book into three parts: 1. General and funda- 
mental topics: such a3 heaviness and lightness; centres of gravity; 
the proportion of the submergence of ships in water; diversity of the 
causes of weight ; mechanism of the balance, and the steelyard ; mode 


* A.D. 1121-22. 
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of weighing with it in air and in liquids ; the instrument for measuring 
liquids, in order to ascertain which is the lighter and which the heavier 
of two, without resort to counterpoises ; knowledge of the reJBfens 
between different metals and precious stones, in respect to fji^ren] 
volume ; sayings of ancient and modern philosophers with regard to 
the water-balance, and their intimations on the subject. This part in- 
cludes four lectures of the book in their order. 2. Mechanism of the 
balance of wisdom ; trial of it ; fixing upon it of [the points indicating] 
the specific gravities of metals and precious stones ; adoption of coun- 
terpoises suited to it ; application of it to the verification of metals and 
distinguishing of one from another [in a compound], without melting or 
refining, in a manner applicable to all balances ; recognition of precious 
stones, and distinction of the genuine from their imitations, or simili- 
tudes in color. There are here added chapters on exchange and the 
mint, in connection with the mode of proceeding, in general, as to 
things saleable and legal tenders. This part embraces three lectures. 
3. Novelties and elegant contrivances in the way of balances, such as : 
the balance for weighing dirhams and dinars without resort to counter- 
poises ; the balance for levelling the earth to the plane of the horizon ; 
the balance known as “the even balance,” which weighs from a grain 
to a thousand dirhams, or dinars, by means of three pomegranate- 
counterpoises ; and the hour-balance, which makes known the passing 
hours, whether of the night or of the day, and their fractions in minutes 
and seconds, and the exact correspondence therewith of the ascendant 
star, in degrees and fractions of a degree. This part is in one lecture. 
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book is therefore made up of eight lectures. Each lecture in- 
several chapters, and each chapter has several sections, as will be 
explained by the following table of contents, if the Supreme God, who 
is the Lord of Providence, so wills. 

Table of Contents of the Book of the Balance of Wisdom, called 
the Comprehensive Balance, in Eight Lectures. 

Lecture First. 

Fundamental Principles , Geometrical and Physical, on which the Com- 
prehensive Balance is based. In Seven Chapters. 

Chap. 1. Main Theorems relative to Centres of Gravity, according to 
'Ibn 'al-Haitham of Basrah and 'Abu-Sahl of Kuhistan, in Nine Sections. 
Chap. 2. Main Theorems, according to Archimedes, in Four Sections. 
“ 3. Main Theorems, according to Euclid, in Two Sections. 

“ 4. Main Theorems, according to Menelaus, in Two Sections. 

“ 5. Statement of Divers Theorems relative to Heaviness and 

Lightness, in Three Sections. 

Chap. 6. Theorems relative to the Ship and the Proportion of its 
Submergence, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 7. Instrument of Pappus the Greek for measuring Liquids, in 
Six Sections. 
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Lecture Second. 

Explanation of Weight and its Various Causes, accommg to Th&bit; 
Fundamental Principles of Centres of Gravity; and Mechanism of the 
Steelyard, according to ‘al-Muzaffar of 'Isfazar. In Five Chapters. 

Chap. 1. Quality of Weight, and its Various Causes, according to 
Th&bit Bin Kurrah, in Six Sections. . 

Chap. 2. Explanation of Centres of Gravity, in Four Sections. 

“ 3. Parallelism of the Beam of the Balance to the Plane of the 

Horizon, in Five Sections. 

Chap. 4. Mechanism of the Steelyard, its Numerical Marks, and Ap- 
plication of it, in Five Sections. 

Chap. 5. Change of the Marked Steelyard from one Weight to an- 
other, in Six Sections. 


Lecture Third. 

Relations between different Metals and Precious Stones in respect to 
[Given] Volume, according to 'Abu-r-Raih&n Muhammad Bin 'Ahmad 
of Birun. In Five Chapters. 

Chap. 1. Relations of the Fusible Metals and their Weights, proved 
by Observation and Comparison, in Six Sections. 

Chap. 2. Observation of Precious Stones and their Relations to one 
another in respect to [Given] Volume, in Four Sections. 
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Chap. 3. C^Wfervation of Substances occasionally required, in Two 
’ occnona. 


Chap. 4. Observation of a Cubic Cubit 1 of Water 
umc of the Metals one Cubit cube, and Weight of 
would fill the Earth, in Three Sections. 


Weight of a Vol- 
so much Gold as 


Chap 5. Dirhams doubled [successively] for the Squares of the Chess- 
board, Depositing of them in Chests, their Preservation in a Treasury 
and Statement of the Length of Life in which one might expend them 
in Two Sections. ’ 


Lecture Fourth. 

Notice of Water-balances mentioned by Ancient and Modem Philosophers 
their Shapes, and the Manner of Using them. In Five Chapters. ’ 

Chap. 1. Balance of Archimedes, which Menelaus tells of and Manner 
of Using it, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 2. Balance of Menelaus, and the Ways in which he distin- 
guished between Metals compounded together, in Three Section* 

C i aP W ■£“ 1116 expect- 

ing the Weights of Metals, in Two Sections. 1 y 

of ° f B “ **«•* 
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C%«tp. 5. Water-balance in the Form spoken of by the Eminent 
Teacher ’Umar 'al-Khaiyami, Manner of Using it, and its Basis of 
Demonstration, in Four Sections. 

Lecture Fifth. 

Mechanism of the Balance of Wisdom, its Adjustment, Trial of it, and 
its Explanation. In Four Chapters. 

Chap. 1. Mechanism of its Constituent Parts, as indicated by 'al-Mu- 
zaffar Bin 'Isma’il of 'Isfazar, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 2. Adjustment of its Mechanism, and Arrangement of the 
Connection between its Constituent Parts, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 3. Explanation of it, and Express Notice of its Names and the 
Names of its Constituent Parts, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 4. Trial of it, and Statement of what happens or may happen 
to the Weigher in connection therewith, in Six Sections. 

Lecture Sixth. 

Selection of Appropriate Counterpoises ; Mode of Operating thereby, in- 
cluding : 1. Discrimination between Mixed Metals, by means of the two 
Movable Bowls, and Distinction of Each One of two Constituents of 
a Compound , scientifically, with the least labor, 2. Arithmetical Deter- 
mination [as to Quantity ] of the Two ; and Brices at which Precious 
Stones have been rated. In Ten Chapters. 

Chap. I . Selection of Appropriate Counterpoises, as regards Lightness 

and Heaviness, in One Section. 
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Chap. 2. Levelling of the Balance of Wisdom, Mode of Weighing 
Things by it, and Application of Numbers to the Conditions of Weight, 
in One Section. 

Chap. 3. Mode of fixing upon the Balance [the points for] the Specific 
Gravities of Metals and Precious Stones, by Observation and the Table, 
in One Section. 

Chap. 4. Knowledge of the Genuineness of Metals, by use of the two 
Movable Bowls, as well as of Precious Stones, whether in the State of 
Nature or partly Natural and partly Colored, and Discrimination of one 
Constituent from another of a Compound, without melting or refining, 
with the least labor and in the shortest time, provided they are com- 
pounded Two and Two, without any thing adverse, in Three Sections. 

Chap. 5. Arithmetical Discrimination between Constituents of Com- 
pounds, through Employment of the Movable Bowl, in the plainest 
way, and by the easiest calculation, and its Basis of Demonstration, in 
Six Sections. 

Chap. 6. Relations between Metals* in respect to two Weights : 
Weight in Air and Weight in Water, and their Mutual Relations in 
respect to [Given] Yolume, when the two. [compared] agree in Weight, 
one with the other, ascertained by Pore Arithmetical Calculation, with- 
out Use of the Balance, in Two Sections. 

Chap. 1. Certain Singular Theorems, in Two Sections. 

“ 8 - Knowledge of the Weight of two Metals in Air, when they 

agree in Water-weight, in Two Sections. 

Chap. 9. Certain Singular Theorems, and Knowledge of a Metal by 
its Weight, and the reverse, in Three Sections. 

Chap. 10. Statement of the Values of Precious Stones in Past Times, 
as given by 'Abu-r-RaMn, in One Section. 
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Lecture Seventh. 


Exchange-balance ; Adjustment of it, for any determined Relation as to 
the Weight of Dirhams and Dinars , by Suitable Counterpoises; 
Knowledge of Exchange , and of the Value of any Metal or Precious 
Stone , without Resort to Counterpoises; Adjustment of it to the Rela- 
tion between Impost and the Article charged therewith , as also to that 
between Price and the Article appraised; and Settlement of Things by 
means of it. In Five Chapters. 


Chap. 1. Statement concerning Relations, and their Necessity in the 
Case of Legal Tenders, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 2. Adjustment of the Exchange-balance, and Levelling of it, 
in Two Sections. 

Chap. 3. Weights of Dirhams and Dinars, estimated by Suitable 
Counterpoises, in Four Sections. 

Chap. 4. Exchange, and Knowledge of Values without Resort to 
Counterpoises, in Three Sections. 

Chap. 5. Theorems pertaining to the Mint, and Singular Theorems 
relative to Exchange, in Four Sections. 


Lecture Eighth. In Eight Chapters. 

Chap. 1. Balance for weighing Dirhams and Dinars, without Resort 
to Counterpoises, in Four Sections. 
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C%«p. 2. Earth-balance, Levelling of the Earth’s Surface parallel with 
the Plane of the Horizon, and Reduction of the Surfaces of Walls to a 
Vertical Plane, in One Section. 

Chap. 3. Even Balance, and Weighing with it from a Grain to a 
Thousand Dirhams or Dln&rs, by means of three Pomegranate-counter- 
poises, 2 in Four Sections. 

Chap. 4. Hour-balance, Mechanism of its Beam, and^rith metical 
Calculation [put] upon it, in Two Sections. mm 

Chap. 5. Mechanism of the Reservoir of Water or Satwyand Matters 
therewith connected, in Seven Sections. 

Chap. 6. Numerical Marks and three Pomegranate-counterpoises, in 
Five Sections. 

Chap. 7. Knowledge of Hours and their Fractions, in One Section. 

“ 8. Mechanism of the Delicate Balance, and Employment of it 

for Times and their Fractions, in One Section. 

In all, Eight Lectures, Forty-nine Chapters and One Hundred and 
Seventy-one Sections.* 


* Although oar author has taken pains to define by synchronisms the periods of 
most of the philosophers whom he refers to in his introduction and table of con- 
tents, I think it proper to add, here, sonje more exact intimations of the dates 
which concern them. 

The ELiero mentioned most be Hiero ii., who died B. C. 216, at the age of not 
less than ninety years ; and our author is evidently wrong in placing Archimedes 
before the time of Alexander the Great. It is well known that the great Greek 
geometrician was killed at the taking of Syracuse by Mareellus. B. C. 212. Euclid 
imposed his Elements about fifty years after the death of Plato, B. C. 347. Mene- 
laus was a celebrated mathematician of the time of Trajan, A. D. 98-1 17. But I have 
not been able to find any notice to guide me in identifying Dfimktiy&nds. Pappus 
was probably cotemporary with Theodosius the Great, A. D. 379-395. The philos- 
ophers of the time of Mimun must have lived between A. D. 813 and 833. The 
great geometrician Thabit Bin Kurrah was bom in the reign of Mutassim, A. H. 221 
(A. D. 885), at Harran, and died at Baghdad A. H. 288 (A. D. 900), See 'Ibn-Khal- 
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Before going farther I must endeavor to discover who our 
author may have been, thus supplying a deficiency occasioned 
by his too great modesty . 3 

Our author continues as follows : 

^JLc alii 3 c-idj 

'££> 2 XjUisw ^Jji iO^j *Ji«s 

^Lju alii s-lia q\ 

Xllall 

XjJUyyoi! oUuXftii 3 

Xa^-ij JJiiiij j'Jiii’ii jS \ ^ JysL*we (j»j ^ aiLs-^i qS ouiyXli alibj jyiu 
3 (JJj't jjbti! ( _^Xct _jili iij ad^JSj Xjjh>jJ! 3 Ws^Lb>t 

We now enter upon the First Part of the book, relying upon God, and 
imploring benedictions upon His Prophet Muhammad and his family. 
This Part includes four Lectures, which we shall set forth distinctly and 
clearly, if the Supreme God so wills. 

Lecture First. 

Fundamental Principles, Physical and Mathematical. 

We say— God ordering all things by His Providence — that the com- 
prehension of the main theorems relative to centres of gravity, and 

liMn’s Wafayat, ed. De Slane, p. 147. As to Muhammad Bin Zakariya of Rai, he 
is said to have died A. H. 320 (A.D. 932), at a great age. [See Wiistenfeld’s Gesch. 
d. Arab. Aerzte u. Baturforscher, p. 41.] Consequently, he was cotemporary with 
Nasr Bin Ahmad the Samanide. According to Haji Khalfah, 'Ibn 'al-’Amid died 
A. H. 360 (A.D. 970), so that he was cotemporary with the Dailamite Rukn 'ad- 
Daulah. The same authority gives us the date A.H. 428 (A.D. 1036) for the 
death of 'Ibn-Sina. See Haji Khalfae Lex, ed. Fliigel, iv. 496. The Habib 'as- 
Siyar of Khondemir places it in the Ramadh&n of A. H. 427, at Hamadan, where I 
saw his tomb, in ruins, in 1852. 'Abu-r-Raihan Muhammad, “ surnamed '^1-Biruni, 
because originally of the city called Birun, in the valley of the Indus, passed his 
youth, and perhaps was born, in Kharizm. He was one of the society of savans 
formed in the capital of Kharizm, at the court of the prince of the country, and of 
which the celebrated Avicenna ['Ibn-Sin&] was a member. Avicenna, so long as 
he lived, kept up relations of friendship with him. When Mahmdd undertook his 
expeditions into India, ’al-Biriini attached him self to his fortunes, and passed many 
years of his life in India, occupied in making h ims elf master of the Indian sciences ; 
he also endeavored to instruct the Hindus in Arab science, by composing certain 
treatises which were translated into Sanskrit.” See Reinaud’s learned paper in 
Journ. Asiat. for Aug. 1844, 4 me sfirie, iv. 123. Mahmfld of Ghaznab, as is well 
known, made his first expedition into India A. D. i000. 'AbAHafs ’Umar 'al- 
Khaiyaroi, author of an algebraic treatise lately translated by Woepcke. was born, 
according to a learned notice by this savant in Journ. Asiat. for Oct.- Rov. 1854, 
5 me Stirie, iv. 348, at Nisapur, and died in that same city A. D. 1123. 

Being limited to the resources of my own library, I am unable to assign more 
definite dates to the other philosophers mentioned in this treatise. 
voh. vi. 4 
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heaviness and lightness, and tie mode of difference in respect thereto, in 
a liquid and in ait, and relative to submergence and floating — I mean, 
the comprehension of what is known, in general, respecting heaviness and 
lightness, and the sinking of heavy bodies in water, considered in the 
light of traditions accepted on authority, is of very great utility with 
reference to the science of the balance of wisdom, and facilitates the 
conception of its ideas. After that, on reverting, to those theorems, as 
an investigator of the grounds of demonstration on which they rest, 
one lays hold of then), by a simple act of thought, without any toiling 
in all directions at once. What is to be said on these main theorems 
occupies seven chapters. 

Chapter First. 

Main theorems relative to Centres of Gravity , according to 'Abu-Sahl of 
N&histan and 'Ibn 'al-Haitham of Basrah — to aid the Speculator in 
the Science of the Balance of Wisdom to the Conception of its Ideas. 
In Nine Sections. 

Section First. 

1. Heaviness is the force with which a heavy body is moved towards 
the centre of the world. 2. A heavy body is one which is moved by an 
inherent force, constantly, towards the centre of the world. Suffice it to 
say, I mean that a heavy body is one which has a force moving it towards 
the central point, and constantly in the direction of the centre, without 
being moved by that force in any different direction ; and that the force 
referred to is inherent in the body, not derived from without, nor sepa- 
rated from it — the body not resting at any point out of the centre, and 
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being constantly moved by that force, so long as it is not impeded, until 
it reaches the centre of the world. 

Section Second. 

1 . Of heavy bodies differing in force some have a greater force, which 
are dense bodies. 2. Some of them have a less force, which are rare 
bodies. 3. Any body whatever, exceeding in density, has more force. 
4. Any body whatever, exceeding in rarity, has less force. 5. Bodies 
alike in force are those, of like density or rarity, of which the correspond- 
ing dimensions are similar, their shapes being alike as to gravity. Such 
we call bodies of like force. 6. Bodies differing in force are those which 
are not such. These we call bodies differing in force. 

Section Thibd. 

1 . "When a heavy body moves in liquids, its motion therein is propor- 
tioned to their degrees of liquidness ; so that its motion is most rapid in 
'that which is most liquid. 2. When two bodies alike in volume, similar 
in shape, but differing in density, move in a liquid, the motion therein of 
the denser body is the more rapid. 3. When two bodies alike in volume, 
and alike in force, but differing in shape, move in a liquid, that which 
has a smaller superficies touched by the liquid moves therein more 
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rapidly. 4. Wien two bodies alike in force, but differing in volume, 
move in a liquid, the motion therein of the larger is the slower.* 

Section Fourth. 

1. Heavy bodies may be alike in gravity, although differing in force, 
and differing in shape. 2. Bodies alike in gravity are those which, when 
they move in a liquid from some single point, move alike — I mean, pass 
over equal spaces in equal times. 3. Bodies differing in gravity are those 
which, wfcen they move as just described, move differently ; and that 
which has the most gravity is the most rapid in motion. 4. Bodies alike 
in force, volume, shape, and distance from the centre of the world, are 
like bodies. 5. Any heavy body at the centre of the world has the 
world’s centre in the middle of it ; and all parts of the body incline with 
all its sides, equally, towards the centre of the world ; and every plane 
projected from the centre of the world divides the body into two parts 
which balance each other in gravity, with reference to that plane’ 
6. Every plane which cuts the body, without passing through the centre 
of the world, divides it into two parts which do not balance each other 

* The MS. reads , but it is evident that our author would say s-UaiS . 
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■with reference to that plane. 7. That point in any heavy body which 
coincides with the centre of the world, when the body is at rest at that 
centre, is called the centre of gravity of that body. 

Section Fifth. 

1. Two bodies balancing each other in gravity, with reference to a 
determined point, are such that, when they are joined together by any 
heavy body of which that point is the centre of gravity, their two [sepa- 
rate] centres of gravity are on the two sides of that point, on a right 
line terminating in that point — provided the position of that body [by 
which they are joined] is not varied ; and that point becomes the centre 
of gravity of the aggregate of the bodies. 2. Two bodies balancing 
each other in gravity, with reference to a determined plane, are such that, 
when they are joined together by any heavy body, their common centre 
of gravity is on that plane — provided the position of that body [by which 
they are joinecQ is not varied ; and the centre of gravity common to all 
three bodies is on that plane. 3. Gravities balancing each other rela- 
tively to any one gravity, which secures a common centre to the aggre- 
gate, are alike. 4. When addition is made to gravities balancing each 
other relatively to that centre, and the common centre of the two is 
not varied, all three gravities are in equilibrium with reference to that 
centre. 5. When addition is made to gravities balancing each other, 
with reference to a determined plane, of gravities which are themselves 
in equilibrium with reference to that plane, all the gravities balance with 
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reference to that plane. 6. When subtraction is made from gravities 
balancing each other, of gravities which are themselves in equilibrium, 
and so the centre of gravity of the aggregate is not varied, the remaining 
gravities balance each other. 7. Any heavy body in equilibrium with 
any heavy body does not balance a part of the latter with the whole of 
its own gravity, nor with more than its own gravity, so long as the posi- 
tion of neither of the two is varied. 8. Bodies alike in force, alike in 
bulk, similar in shape, whose centres of gravity are equally distant from 
a single point, balance each other in gravity with reference to that point ; 
and balance each other in gravity with reference to an even plane passing 
through that point ; and such bodies are alike in position with reference 
to that plane. 9. The sum of the gravities of any two heavy bodies is 
greater than the gravity of each one of them. 10. Heavy bodies alike 
in distance from the centre of the world are such thatlines drawn out 
from the centre of the world to their centres of gravity are equal. 

Section Sixth. 

1. A heavy body moving towards the centre of the world does not 
deviate from the centre ; and when it reaches that point its motion 
ceases.* 2. When its motion ceases, all its parts incline equally towards 


* This proves that the theory of momenta was entirely unknown to the Arabs 

of the twelfth century, excepting for the case of the lever. 
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the centre. 3. VV hen its motion ceases, the position of its centre of 
gravity is not varied. 4. When several heavy bodies move towards the 
centre, and nothing interferes with them, they meet at the centre ; and 
the position of their common centre of gravity is not varied. 5. Every 
heavy body has its centre of gravity. 6. Any heavy body is divided by 
any even plane projected from its centre of gravity into two parts bal- 
ancing each other in gravity. 7. When such a plane divides a body into 
two parts balancing each other in gravity, the centre of gravity of the 
body is on that plane. 8. Its centre of gravity is a single point. 

Section Seventh. 

1. The aggregate of any two heavy bodies, joined together with care as 
to the placing of one with reference to the other, has a centre of gravity 
which is a single point. 2. A heavy body which joins together any two 
heavy bodies has its centre of gravity on the right line connecting their 
two centres of gravity ; so that the centre of gravity of all three bodies 
is on that line. 3. Any heavy body which balances a heavy body is 
balanced by the gravity of any other body like to either in gravity, when 
there is no change of the centres of gravity. 4. One of any two bodies 
which balance each other being taken away, and a heavier body being 
placed at its centre of gravity, the latter does not balance the second 
body ; it balances only a body of mor^gravity than that has. 
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Section Eighth. 

1. The centre of gravity of any body having like planes and similar 
parts is the centre of the body — I mean, the point at which its diame- 
ters intersect. 2. Of any tWb bodies of parallel planes, alike in force, 
and alike in altitude — their common altitude being at right angles 
with their bases — the relation of the gravity of one to the gravity of 
the other is as the relation of the bulk of one to the bulk of the other. 
3. Any body of parallel planes, which is cut by a plane parallel with two 
of its opposite planes, is thereby divided into two bodies of parallel 
planes ; and the two have [separate] centres of gravity, which are con- 
nected by a right line between them ; and the body as a whole has a 
centre of gravity, which is also on this line. So that the relation of the 
gravities of the two bodies, one to the other, is as the relation of the two 
portions of the line [connecting their separate centres of gravity and 
divided at the common centre], one to the other, inversely. 4. Of any 
two bodies joined together, tne relation of the gravity of one to the 
gravity of the other is as the relation of the two portions of the line on 
which are the three centres of gravity — namely, those pertaining to the 
two taken separately, and that pertaining to the aggregate of the two 
bodies — one to the other, inversely. 

Section Ninth. 


1. Of any two bodies balancing each other in gravity, with reference 
to a determined point, the relation of the gravity of one to the gravity of 
the other is as the relation of the, two portions of the line which passes 
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through that point, and also passes through their two centres of gravity, 
one to the other. 2. Of any two heavy bodies balancing a single heavy 
body relatively to a single point, the one nearer to that point has more 
gravity than that which is farther from it. 3. Any heavy body bal- 
ancing another heavy body relatively to a certain point, and afterwards 
moved in the direction towards that other body, while its centre of grav- 
ity is still on the same right line with the [common] centre, has more 
gravity the farther it is from that point. 4. Of any two heavy bodies 
alike in volume, force, and shape, but differing in distance from the centre 
of the world, that which is farther off has more gravity. 

End of the theorems relative to centres of gravity. 

The second chapter is entitled Theorems of Archimedes with 
respect to Weight and Lightness. I shall not give a translation 
of it, since it contains nothing which is not known. Our author 
commences by quoting from the Greek geometrician, though 
without specifying the work from which he derives the quota- 
tion, to the effect that different bodies, solid and liquid, are dis- 
tinguished by their respective weights ; then he proceeds to 
enunciate, without demonstration, the principle of Archimedes, 
that the form of a liquid in equilibrium is spherical; that a 
floating body will sink into the water until it shall have displaced 
a volume of water equal in weight to its own entire weight ; 
and finally, that if a body lighter than a liquid be plunged into 
that liquid, it will rise from it with a force proportionate to the 
difference between the weight of the submerged body and that 
of an equal volume of the liquid. 

VOL. VI. 5 
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The title of the third chapter is Theorems of Euclid respecting 
Weight and Lightness, and respecting the Measuring of Bodies 
by one another. It contains sundry geometrical definitions re- 
specting volumes, the enunciation of the well-known equation of 
dynamics expressing the relation between the velocity of motion, 

the space traversed, and the time, v— ~ , and that of the princi- 
ple that gravity acts upon a body in the direct ratio of its mass. 

The fourth chapter has for its title Theorems of Menelaus 
respecting Weight and Lightness. It contains only a few well- 
known developments of the principles of Archimedes applied to 
solid and hollow bodies (oiw *j>- and |» j>), and I shall 

do no more than cite from it some of the technical terms made 
use of. The water into which a solid is plunged is called 
J£*J! AJI, “like water,” if the water displaced by the immersed 
body be of the same weight with that body ; and the latter is 
designated J*£*J! |»y^U!, “like body.” If of less weight, the 
body is called “ sinking body;” if of greater weight, 

it is styled ^llaSi , “floating body.” 

The fifth chapter contains a recapitulation of the principles of 
centres of gravity, and is here given entire, with a translation : 

v—jLaJI 
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Chapter Fifth. 

Theorems recapitulated for the sake of Explanation. In Three Sections. 

Section First. 

Difference in the Weights of Heavy Bodies, at the same Distance from the Centre 

of the World. 

1. I say that elementary bodies — differing in this from the celestial 
spheres — are not without interference, one with another [as to motion], 
in the two directions of the centre and of the circumference of the 
world, [as appears] when they are transferred from a denser to a rarer 
air, or the reverse. 2. When a heavy body, of whatever substance, is 
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transferred from a rarer to a denser air, it becomes lighter in weight ; 
from a denser to a rarer air, it becomes heavier. This is the case uni- 
versally, with all heavy bodies. 3. When one fixes upon two heavy 
bodies, if they are of one and the same substance, the larger of the two 
in bulk is the weightier of them. 4. When they are of two different 
substances, and agree in weight, and are afterwards transferred to a 
denser air, both become lighter ; only*that the deficient one, that is, the 
smaller of the two in bulk, is the weightier of them, and the other is 
the lighter. 5. If the two are transferred to a rarer air, both become 
heavier ; only that the deficient one, that is, the smaller of the two in 
bulk, is the fighter of them in weight, and the other is the heavier. 

Section Second. 

1. When a heavy body moves in a liquid, one interferes with the 
other ; and therefore water interferes with the body of any thing heavy 
which is plunged into it, and impairs its force and its gravity, in pro- 
portion to its body. So that gravity is lightened in water, in propor- 
tion to the weight of the water which is equal [in volume] to the body 
having that gravity ; and the gravity of the body is so much diminished. 
As often as the body moving [in the water] is increased in bulk, the 
interference becomes greater. This interference, in the case of the bal- 
ance of wisdom, is called the rising up [of the beam], 2. When a body 
is weighed in air, and afterwards in the water-bowl, the beam of the bal- 
ance rises, in proportion to the weight of the water which is equal in 
volume to the body weighed ; and therefore, when the counterpoises are 
proportionally lessened, the beam is brought to an equilibrium, parallel 
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with the plane of the horizon. 3. The cause of the differing force of the 
motion of bodies, in air and in water, is their difference of shape. 4. Yet, 
when, a body lies at rest in the wqjer-bowl, the beam rises according to 
the measure of the volume of the body, not according to its shape. 
5. The rapidity of the motion of the beam is in proportion to the force 
of the body, not to its volume. 6. The air interferes with heavy bodies ; 
and they are essentially and really heavier than they are found to be in 
that medium. 7. When moved to a rarer air, they are heavier ; and, 
on the contrary, when moved to a denser air, they are lighter. 

Sectioh Third. 

1. The weight of any heavy body, of known weight at a particular 
distance from the centre of the world, varies according to the variation 
of its distance therefrom ; so that, as often as it is removed from the 
centre, it becomes heavier, and when brought nearer to- it, is lighter. 
On this account, the relation of gravity to gravity is as the relation of 
distance to distance from the centre. 2. Any gravity inclines towards 
the centre of the world ; and the place where the stone having that 
gravity falls, upon the surface of the earth, k its station ; and the stone, 
together with its station, is on a straight line drawn from the centre of 
the world to tfre station mentioned. 3. Of any two like figures, stand- 
ing on one of the great circles of the surface of the earth, the distance 
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between the apexes is greater than that between the bases, because the 
two are on two straight lines drawn from the centre of the world, making 
the two legs of a triangle, of which the apex is the centre of the world, 
and the base [includes] the two apexes. When the stations of the two 
figures are connected [by a right line], we get the shape of two simi- 
lar triangles, the longer of which as to legs is the broader as to base. 
4. The place of incidence of a perpendicular line from the centre 
of the world, falling upon any even plane parallel with the horizon, is 
the middle of that plane, and the part of it which is nearest to the 
centre of the world. Thus, 4 let the plane be ab , the centre h, and the 
perpendicular line upon ab from the centre hz — that is the shortest 
line between the centre and the plane. 5. Let any liquid be poured 
upon the plane a b, and let its gathering-point be h, within the spherical 
surface ahb, [formed by attraction] from the centre h, then, in case the 
volume of the liquid exceeds that limit, it overflows at the sides of ab. 
This is so only because any heavy body, liquid or not, inclines from 
above downwards, and stops on reaching the centre of the world ; for 
which reason the surface of water is not flat, but, on the contrary, con- 
vex, of a spherical shape. On this account, one who is on the sea, with 
a lighthouse in the distance, first descries its summit, and afterwards 
makes out to discover, little by little, what is below the summit, all of 
which was before, as a matter of course, concealed ; for, excepting the 
convexity of the earth, there is nothing to hide every other part but the 
summit, in the case supposed. 6. Let any sphere be formed by gravita- 
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f=^ o' 

tion over the plane ab — after being so formed, and oscillating to and 
fro, it stops at a point d, contrary to the opinion of those who think that 
it is accumulated and oscillates perpetually. 7. Of liquids in receptacles, 
they contain a greater volume when nearer to the centre of the world, 
and when farther from it contain a less volume. Thus, let abh be [the 
bulge of water in] a receptacle, at the greater distance from h [the cen- 
tre], and within the spherical surface of the water, ahb, over the top of 
the receptacle [by attraction] from the centre of the world, let the 
liquid in the hollow of the receptacle be contained, and let a section of 
the surface of the sphere — which you perceive to be not a plane — be 
ahb by a zb, and let the right line between these two be zh\ and, on 
the other hand, let there be a receptacle at the less distance tz, in case 
we fix upon t as the centre of the world, and let the new section of the 
surface of the sphere be adb, over the top of the receptacle, [by az6], 
and let the right line between these two be zd. So then, what is in the 
receptacle increases by the excess of zd [over zh], namely, the interval 
between two spherical surfaces at different distances from the centre of 
the world — which is what we wished to state. 

f ib all not stop to point out certain inaccuracies in the fore- 
going theorems of centres of gravity, since each reader will 
readily discover them for himself; but I will observe, in gen- 
eral, 'that the vagueness of the ideas of the Arab physicists 
respecting force, mass, and weight, a vagueness which is the 
principal cause of these inaccuracies, seems to have troubled 
them very little, for our author is no where at the pains to estab- 
lish a distinction between those three ideas. But the ideas of 
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the Arab philosophers with regard to gravitation are, in my opin- 
ion, much more remarkable ; I will not call it universal gravita- 
tion, for our author expressly exempts the heavenly bodies from 
the influence of this force (see Chapter Fifth, Sect. First, l.), 5 but 
terrestrial gravitation. That this great law of nature did not 
present itself to their minds in the form of a mutual attraction of 
all existing bodies, as Newton enunciated it five centuries later, 
is quite natural, for at the time when the principles exhibited by 
our author were brought forward, the earth was still regarded as 
fixed immovably in the centre of the universe, and even the 
centrifugal force had not yet been discovered. But what is 
more astonishing is the fact that, having inherited from the 
Greeks the doctrine that all bodies are attracted toward the cen- 
tre of the earth, and that this attraction acts in the direct ratio 
of the mass, having moreover not failed to perceive that attrac- 
tion is a function of the distance of the bodies attracted from 
the centre of attraction, and having even been aware that, if the 
centre of the earth were surrounded by concentric spheres, all 
bodies of equal mass placed upon those spherical surfaces would 
press equally upon the same surfaces, and. differently upon each 
sphere — that, in spite £all this, they held that weight was 
directly as the mass ana the distance from the centre of the 
earth, without even suspecting, so far as it appears, that this 
attraction might be mutual between the body attracting and the 
bodies attracted, and that the law as enunciated by them was 
inconsistent with the principle which they admitted, that the 
containing surface of a liquid in equilibrium is a spherical sur- 
face. Many geometricians of the first rank, such as Laplace, 
Ivory, Poisson, and others, have endeavored to establish the con- 
sequences of an attraction which should act directly as the dis- 
tance from the centre of attraction ; thus Poisson says :* “ Among 
the different laws of attraction, there is one which is not that of 
nature, but which possesses a remarkable property. This law is 
that of a mutual action in the direct ratio ofgjhe distance, and 
the property referred to is this, that the res^Pof the action of 
all the points of a body upon any one point is independent of 
the form and constitution of that body, whether homogeneous 
or heterogeneous, and is the same as if its whole mass was con- 
centrated in its centre of gravity.” Farther on, he shows that 
under the influence of this law the containing surfaces of a re- 
volving liquid are ellipsoid or (with sufficient velocity) hyperbo- 
loid ; the latter form being possible as a permanent figure only 
when the liquid is contained within a vessel. It is thus seen that 
none of the immediate effects of an action in the direct ratio of the 
distance were of such a character as to set the Arab philosophers 
on their guard against the consequences of their law of terres- 


* Traite de M6canique, 2<i» edition, il 550-553. 
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trial gravitation, for they had. not the means of arriving at these 
conclusions. On the other hand, the principle of Archimedes, 
and the suspicion which they had of the different density of the 
atmosphere at different heights, taught them that the farther a 
body was removed from the earth’s surface, and consequently 
from its centre, the less of its weight it would lose from the 
effect of the medium, that is to say, the heavier it would become ; 
they did not, therefore, hesitate to admit the direct ratio of the 
distance. It is evident that the Arabs admitted the heaviness of 
the air, and even that they had, so to speak, discovered the 
means of estimating it, for they say that a given body loses less 
of its weight in a rarer than in a denser atmosphere ; but in 
all probability they never made application of this means to 
ascertain the weight of a volume of air at different altitudes. 
-Finally, neither the Greeks nor the Arabs, so far as appears, 
were in possession of any positive demonstration of the princi- 
ple according to which a liquid in equilibrium takes the form of 
a sphere, but they admitted it as an evident principle, founded 
on the spherical form of the surfaces of great sheets of water. 
Upon the whole, it seems to me allowable to believe that the 
Arabs had one great advantage over life ancients with respect to 
the study of nature ; this, namely, thaOhey were to a much less 
degree than their predecessors in civilization bent upon fitting 
the facts observed into artificial systems, constructed in advance, 
and that they were vastly more solicitous about the fact itself than 
about the place which it should occupy in their theory of nature. 

I shall make no extracts from the sixth chapter, which pre- 
sents nothing at all worthy of note, but shall pass directly on 
to the seventh chapter. 

It reads as follows, in the original and translated : 

XI JSili £ oUjUI u*Lsu £ 

q! JUS! '-JP cr» or* Li <jv-u 1X9 

loi JjJjj jsA I*# - 

13b, ( _ s lc d-aiil ^ ^ 

Chapter Seventh. 

Mechanism of the Instrument for measuring Liquids , as to Heaviness or 
Ligktness, and Application of it, according to the Philosopher Pappus 
the Greek. 

It is evident, from the theorems already stated, and from what is to 
be presented respecting the relations between the gravities of bodies, 
that the relation of any volume of a heavy body to any volume of an- 
other heavy body, in direct ratio, when the two weigh alike in air, is as 


Book of the Balance of Wisdom. 


41 


uuuj Ui (juju &Juwe »^X5> OjLo 

j*~*t=*( (j o^iw<i (35 (4^*“ (jaau (_5^^ 

g^La j ^5 ^5 !l>o- ( jis*J lXJwE I^coju l^Xai- jiXij L£s>- 

LS>_jlXsli 2qo y ySz ^(^A^ oL y ^Ua [3L^tX*w( «ac a^-uaJ 

Uj (j LjaIc ulm i ^(ySUiwij UJlc J a xl aj ^tg 

i3j*as ££m ^JLc iiU3 (.5^ 


JjUI J-oiii 


5o5l j3£i 


L5 5 


tUOjS-> iA*l! e!^3 \ m jLusj ^kxiw J33i LgJi C w jjdl io^l wA5> 

juaj_si? /uUja* jff (jwUs’’ CT' $5 j3i f\ ^j-otwa! tjojo. ^33 

y^ScXj ^.jlx^iws jj t A«j > (jjjjJaii q-. ^liWels Lgjj a-U q_^3Ci Ld jgjwJL 

^5*3 ^ q_j£> ^ XjJc v^sOCJ) i3jjj j^-\ju«> 

&J^Xw 3a-s*' lVs ^jolxa^ J*3*kxJ( (jO’iAxdiiJl ^iA^( g3x*« 


the relation of gravity to gravity, inversely, [whe« the two are weighed] 
in water. The force of this fundamental principle, once conceded, leads 
to the construction of an instrument which shows us the exact relations 
in weight of all liquids, one to another, with the least labor, provided 
their bodies are of the same volume, definitely determining the light- 
ness of one relatively to another ; and which is very useful in respect to 
things concerning the health of the human body ; and all this without 
resort to counterpoises or balance. We shall, therefore, speak of the 
construction of this instrument, the marking of lines upon it, and the 
development of a rule for the putting upon it of arithmetical calculation 
and letters [expressive of numbers] ; also, of the application of the 
instrument, and of its basis of demonstration. This will occupy six 
sections. 

Section Fibst. 

Construction of the Instrument. 

The length of this instrument, which is cylindrical in shape, measures 
half a hand-cubit ; and the breadth is equal to that of two fingers, or 
less. It is made of brass, is hollow, not solid, and the lighter particles 
of brass are carefully turned off by the lathe. It has two bases, at its 
two ends, resembling two light drum-skins, each fitted to the end, eare- 
fully, with the most exact workmanship ; and on the inner plane of one 
of the two bases is a piece of tin, carefully fitted to that plane by the 
lathe, shaped like a tunnel, the base of which is the drum-skin itself. 
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Form of Pappus the Greek’s Instrument for Measuring Liquids. 6 
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The instrument being thus made, when put into liquid in a reservoir or 
vessel, it stands npon it in an erect position, and does not incline any way. 

Section Second. 

Marking of Lines upon the Instrument. 

You draw, in the first place, lengthwise, along the whole cylinder, a 
line sab, forming its side; and let the upper part of this line remain 
above [water] in the vessel, namely, a small piece measuring a sixth of 
the height of the cylinder, or less, as, making a part of the line [safe] 
contiguous |p the line of one of the bases, s 'a. Y ou also draw other lines 
parallel with the line afe, namely, the lines rh, wm, ht, extending to 
the limit [s’a] mentioned. Moreover, you bisect the line afe at k, and 
lay off each of the lines tr, md, It, equal to it a, and over the points 
it, t, d, l, you place a bent ruler, fitted to the bulge of the cylinder, and 
draw a circular line over those points ; and, in like manner [after laying 
off the lines j l, tn, khd\, you draw, over the points ajnkh, a circle 
ajnkh, which you call the equator of equilibrium. That part of the 
instrument above the equatorial line is the side of lighter gravities 
[than that of water], and that part below the same is the side of heavier 
gravities. 

Afterwards, you divide the line a b irjfo ten parts, for number-letters, 
and over the points of the several parts you make stripe-like arcs, rest- 
ing upon the lines nr and ab ; and you divide the distance between each 
two parts into ten parts, on the line nr, so that the line nr is divided 



44 


N. Khamkqff, 


Sjjuo g-b Jos> LgX-o JoaXs xjjLuXU LoIwasS 
U*s gjJojuS\ ,3 s—tX^jdj yOWelftii jLAxJ QjXxi 

Lg^fwij 5 _j^U V O* l»k*A* j4r Oj 3 >-jl cW 

vXXjtii 


ci<Jl£J5 Jjtaa l i 


iTjii (j»LJdi iljp-l ^°>s v- j L*ap» (3 

^ic kiliAa'i! ik>yj 0*i5^ Q^t j^-*XXis 

sLe xiols*- *lil ^r« ius ^»u J£« l . g j L^S^s dil "liji {joju ij 

SU a/dii H*>j **M Xi^ssil LS*j*c _jl ^Lx*d j?ji> ala ^5 Jliiia 

£f°32 J 3 oJp- i_aaS^j Soli a*oL> tUJS >_>Lmjsu oAc 
SJuS ^ajjwkU JUS _a 5» alUaSLE- \_bJS a y£*c jAasa» aUS 3 aUS Uj yis Jui 
0w>& lils XMl o«ai*iS OOotiS jL*m ^ tjS* s.y>. auas- liOjS Soli 

^l£ iiwlij SiAjS \ ait a yixc X -J. c ywJUj Ov\*JS ^ya ijji tiSOO 


into a hundred like parts. Then you connect the hundred points of 
that line with the line tj, by small arcs at even distances one from an- 
other, which are consequently parallel with the circles of the two bases ; 
and yon are to write on the surfaces [divided off] between the two lines 
ab and tj the [appropriate] number-letters, beginning at b and pro- 
ceeding towards a, which make what we call the line of even number. 

Section Third. 

Arithmetical Development of a Rule for the Proportioned Part-numbers 
[ indicating Specific Gravities ], and Putting of them, upon the Instrument. 

You are now to understand how to find all numbers indicating the 
weights of liquids. In the first place, we fix, in imagination, upon any 
vessel whatever, as, for example, the daurak, capable of containing [a 
weight of] water equal to a hundred mithkals, or a hundred dirham s,- 
or ist&rs, or any thing else, at our pleasure ; and we put down, for the 
height of the instrument [to the water-line], one hundred numbers, cor- 
responding to the quantity of water assumed. Then, when we wish to 
make up a table, putting into it the proportioned part-numbers, we mul- 
tiply 100 by 100, producing 10,000, which we keep in mind, it being 
the sum to be constantly divided ; and it, then, we wish to obtain the 
proportional for each part of the line of numbers marked upon the 
instrument, we take [the number of] that part, from the line of num- 
bers, and divide 10,000 oonstajjiy by it, and the quotient of the divis- 
ion is set down, opposite. to [the number of] that part, in the table of 
part-numbers and fractions of part-numbers. But that portion of the 
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line of numbers below 100 is the basis of calculation for liquid heavier 
than -water. [So that, for liquids lighter than water, we must have 
numbers above 100 to calculate upon.] 

The basis of demonstration upon which this calculation rests will be 
stated hereafter; 'Abu-r-RaiMn alludes to it in his treatise. 

So much of the instrument as is above the equator [of equilibrium], 
and so much of the line of numbers as is above 100, pertains to liquid 
lighter than water, such as oil and the like. [In our table] we have 
contented ourselves with lines of numbers from 50 to 110, inasmuch as 
this instrument does not require to have upon it [for the calculation of 
specific gravities] numbers either greater than the one or less than the 
other of the two. 

_ The rule drawn out in a tabular form follows presently. * 

P When we wish to mark the proportioned part-numbers upon the 
instrument, we set the units of the part-numbers on the line hr, and 
their fifths and tenths on the line wm, in such manner that the [pro- 
portioned] number-letter of each of the parts of the line of numbers on 
the instrument, from 1 to 120, shall be just what the table makes it ; 
and with a bent ruler, in the mode spoken of, you make lines of con- 
nection between hr and wm from 110 to 50. We begin with placing 
the number-letters [derived from the table] on the side of b, and proceed 
^towards a ; but those of them which come above the line of equilibrium 
constitute the measure for light liquid, and those below that line are 
the standard for heavy liquid — both being relative to the gravity of 
water. 
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Table of Calculation by the Rule.* 


line of Humbert.. 

Parti. 

Sixtieths. - 

Line of Numbers. 

Parts. 

110 

.90 

54 

80 

125 

169 

91 

45 

79 

127 

108 

92 

35 

78 

128 

107 

93 

27 

77 

129 

106 

94 

21 

76 

181 

105 

95 

14 

75 

133 

104 

96 

9 

74 

135 

103 

97 

5 

73 

137 

102 

98 

2 

72 

138 

101 

99 

1 

71 

140 

100 

100 


70 

142 

99 

101 

1 

69 

144 

98 

102 

2 

68 

147 

97 

103 

6 

67 

149 

96 

104 

10 

66 

151 

95 

105 

15 

65 

153 

94 

106 

23 

i 64 
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93 

107 

31 

63 

158 

92 

108 

42 

62 

161 

91 

109 

54 

61 


90 

111 

7 

60 

166 

89 

112 

21 

59 

169 

88 

113 

38 

58 

172 

87 

114 

57 

57 

175 

86 

116 

17 

56 

178 

85 

117 

39 

55 

181 

84 

119 

3 

54 

185 

83 

120 

29 

53 

188 

82 

121 

57 

52 

192 

81 

123 

28 

51 

196 




50 

200 


Sixtieths. 

t 

35 

12 

53 
35 
20 

8 

54 
51 
51 
56 

3 

15 

30 

51 

15 

44 

17 
56 
40 
30 

25 

26 
34 
49 
11 
40 

18 
5 
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Section Foubth. 


Specification of the Proportion in Weight of the Piece of Tin. 

It is necessary that the piece of tin which has been mentioned, the 
tunnel-like thing upon the base h m, on the inner plane of that base, 
should be of such proportion [in weight] that the liquid-balance, when 
put into water, stands even upon it, and sinks, without any agitation, 
either of the liquid or of the balance, until the equator of equilibrium 
is reached, upon which one’s determined weight of the liquid is marked, 
as, for instance, ^ie 100 for water in our diagram. In order to deter- 
mine this proportion, experiment is resorted to ;, for the tin is either too 
heavy or too light, until the motion of the instrument is arrested at the 
line spoken of ; and you carefully reduce the deficit, or the excess, [in the 
weight of the tin,] by the lathe, until the cylinder, being of the allotted 
size, is evenly balanced. When the surface of the water is even with 
the equator [of equilibrium], the instrument is finished. So much for 
tfb determination of the proportion of the piece of tin, adapted to water 
from some known stream of a city or valley, such as the JaiMn or the 
Euphrates, or others — that being taken as the standard for all waters, 
as to lightness or heaviness ; and we may change from one water to an- 
other by varying the weight of the piece of tin, and making observations 
thereupon. Let this, then, be kept in mind. 

Section Fifth. 

Knowledge of the Application of the Instrument. 

This instrument is such that, when cast into a liquid not having con- 
sistence, it sinks therein without hindrance ; and if you hold it up erect, 
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LuLc *-y^5 0^5 »U! X*j*b c;!^otbJ\ jk\ib J>ai( jf> JdbMS k_bb> 
Lk^MsS zOkXc 1 (^jLkw^b bkXai! fujj* Lk* j L r XkjLwj hb oi y x --*'^ kXXc 
oij-kxLioi »X\c^2 X ^waSI 0» 11 - vli Sjbbf: S-va J-bLf ^AaL** 

j-—~*- V' if IjbjJ Ls yisJJj Xj^UoI! 

not inclined, it shows the weight of that liquid by some proportioned 
part-number, among the different part-numbers looked for, marked upon 
the submerged line, provided that number is even with the level surface 
of the liquid, so that the line of submergence is upon it, or nearly so. 
The number found for the liquid in question you keep in mind, and you 
say that so much of that liquid, with its mark according to the number 
kept in mind, as would fill the imagined daurak, is proportioned to 100, 
the weight of an equivalent volume of water, as the number kept in 
mind is to the specific gravity of water. 

We proceed in the same manner when we compare the water of an- 
other country with that of the stream fixed upon ; and thus it is made 
to appear which of the two is the rarer and lighter in weight. If a 
•surface of water coincides with any line of less number than kh, that 
water is rarer than water of the stream fixed upon ; and if it exceeds 
kh, that is, comes on the side of greater gravity, it is heavier, by the 
measure of the round points [counted to the surface], relatively to 100. 

Should we be unable to distinguish the number of the round points, 
the line of even numbers is in plain sight. By [the number which 
marks] the point of coincidence on this line with the water we divide, 
constantly, 10,000 ; and the quotient of the division is the number of 
the round points looked for. This is what we wished to state. 
vol. vr. 7 
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j£i!^Ja«'4 XjjLikJ! Lij/j iu_ji>J\ o^. Ja3» ^51 Jai» 

Skction Sixth. 

Basis of Demonstration to the Foregoing Statement . 9 

Let the cylinder nm be made, and set upon some liquid into which it 
dro|gp down, even and erect, until the line td is reached ; and, on the 
other hand, [let it be put] into some liquid of great gravity, so that it 
descends [only] until the line ’as is reached. Accordingly, each of the 
two lines td and ’as — two lines circling round the cylinder, parallel 
with each other, and parallel with the two bases of the cylinder — rests 
upon the level surface of the liquid. I say, then, that the relation of 
the line ’aj to the margin ,/ 1 is as the relation of the weight of the light 
liquid to the weight of the heavy, liquid. For, the relation of the line 
’aj to the line j t is as the relation of the cylinder ’am to the cylinder- 
tm ; and so much of the light liquid, in which ’am is held up and im- 
mersed, as is equal in bulk to that cylinder, bears the identical relation 
to so much of the same liquid as Is equal in bulk to the cylinder tm 
which the line ’aj bears to the line j t. But [that volume of] the 
liquid mentioned which is equivalent to the cylinder tm, equals, in 
weight, [a volume of] the liquid having more gravity equivalent to the 
cylinder ’am ; because these two cylinders [of liquid] are each of equal 
gravity with the whol» cylinder nm — as Archimedes has already ex- 
plained in the .first lecture of his book on the sustaining of one thing by 
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another — and the relation of 'aj to j t is exactly as the relation which 
the weight of the light liquid, equivalent in volume to the cylinder 'am, 
bears to the weight of the heavy liquid, equivalent in volume to the 
cylinder * a m ; which is what we wished to explain. 

This having been made clear, we go back to the figure of the instru- 
ment, and say that, if the cylinder at is put into any liquid, in an even 
position, not inclined, and it sinks until the line akh is reached, the 
weight of a daurak of that liquid is according to the measure of the 
part-numbers at the line a kh ; and so, when it sinks, in a liquid of more 
gravity, [only] until the line fy is reached, the weight of that liquid is 
-according to the measure of the part-numbers at the line fy. For, the 
relation of the line a b to the line bf agreeably to the preceding expla- 
nation, is the relation of the weight of the [lighter] liquid in which the 
cylinder sinks to akh to the weight of the [heavier] liquid in which it 
sinks to fy, inversely. But the relation of the weight of the liquid m 
which the balance sinks to the line fy [to the weight of the lighter 
liquid], is the same as the relation of the number upon the lime fy to 
the number upon the line akh ; ahd ffce Bumber upon the-lihe/yis the 

24508 
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(jyjtXJl Qj3 gS -Llp* vXX^iij (5_j Jai> ^5 W_j-^J-Ii 

uSviJj j^iS SujiaJS Q^y* t-gA >-'-»*-} q* sLq (yojjiii 

va^fj (j~i>ii oUjLI! (_^LiU v_jL j*j lio^t U 

looked for "weight of a daurak of that liquid in which the liquid-balance 
sinks to fy ; while the number marked upon the line a Tch is the weight 
of a daurak with the determined 100 [mithkals, dirhams, i stars, ^ the 
like] of that liquid in which the liquid-balance sinks to akh ; which is 
what we wished to explain. * 

'Pie chapter on Pappus the Greek’s instrument for measuring liquids is 
ended ; and herewith ends the first lecture. 

The substance this demonstration, which our author states 
in a somewhat intricate manner, may be presented as follows. 

A floating body always displaces a volume of liquid equal in 
weight to the entire weight of the body itself. The liquid acts 
upward with a force equivalent to this weight, and, the body 
acting in a contrary direction with the same force, equilibrium 
is maintained. If afterwards the same body is plunged into a 
liquid less dense than the former, the part of it which is sub- 
merged will be greater than when it was immersed in the denser 
liquid, because the volume of the rarer liquid required in order 
to weigh as much as the floating body will be greater. The 
absolute weight of these two bodies being the same, their spe- 
cific gravities will be in the inverse ratio of their volumes ; that 
is, g : g ' : : v' : v ; g and g‘ being the specific gravities of the two 
bodies, and v and vf their volumes. The most interesting circum- 
stance connected with the statement of these principles is that the 
author professes to have derived it from the first chapter of a work 
of Archimedes, which he describes as L=*j j. 

“on the sustaining of one thing by another,” and which is proba- 
bly the Same with his treatise tuy vdan hpiarafihwy or negl x<b v 

bxovfitviav. 

I have copied the figure of the areometer of Pappus as given 
by our author, with the corrections required by his description 
of it. One may easily perceive that the instrument is nearly 
identical with the volumeter of Gay-Lussac, and that it was pro- 
vided with two scales, the one with its numbers increasing up- 
wards, to indicate the volume submerged in liquids of different 
density, the other with its numbers increasing downwards, to 
show the specific gravities corresponding to those submerged 
volumes. The table called “table of calculation by the rule” 
merely repeats the same thing. Let us take, for example, the 
line of the first scale marked &8. We find in the table that the 
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line of the second scale corresponding to this division is 113 and 
38 sixtieths ; or, expressing the latter fraction by decimals, 88 
corresponds to 113.63333+. Now it is clear that the specific 
gravity of water, taken as the unit, will be to the specific gravity 
of a liquid into which the areometer sinks to 88, as 88 to 100 ; 
the specific gravity of the latter will accordingly be 1.1363636+, 
or, if multiplied by 100, 113.63636+, which differs from the 
figure adored by our author by 0.00303, or a fifth of a sixtieth, 
a fraction of which his table makes no account. So also 93, 
according to our author, corresponds to 107.51666 +, and ac- 
cording to us, to 107.526881 +, the difference of which is 
0.010215 +, or six tenths of a sixtieth; and so on. From this 
it appears, also, that by adopting the method of sixtieths our 
author gained the advantage of being able to make the figures 
in his table fewer, without affecting thereby the thousandths of 
his specific gravities. In order to understand why he supposes 
#hat the limits 50 and 110 are more than sufficient for, all pos- 
sible cases, I would remark that, as we shall see farther on, the 
Arabs at this period were acquainted with the specific gravities 
of only seventeen liquids, besides water, which they took for 
their unit, and mercury, which they classed among the metals, 
and not among the liquids. In this series, the heaviest liquid 
was, in their opinion, honey, of which the specific gravity, being 
1.406, fell between 71 and 72 of the first scale of the areometer ; 
the highest was oil of sesame, having a specific gravity of 0.915, 
which corresponded on the areometer to the interval between 
108 and 109 ; while the table gives in addition specific gravities 
from 2 to 0.902. 

The table of contents will have already excited the suspicion 
that the second lecture of the work, treating of the steelyard and 
its use, would be found to contain only elementary matters, of 
no interest. In truth, our author exhibits in the first chapter 
the opinions of Thabit Bin Kurrah respecting the influence of 
different mediums upon the weight of bodies transferred to them ; 
in the second chapter he reverts to the theory of centres of 
gravity, and demonstrates that the principle of the lever applies 
equally to two or three balls thrown at the same moment into 
the bottom of a spherical vase ; 1 0 the third chapter contains a 
recapitulation of what had been already demonstrated respecting 
the parallelism with the plane of the horizon of the beam of a 
balance when loaded with equal weights ; chapters four and five, 
finally, exhibit the theory, construction, and use of the steelyard. 

The third lecture is beyond question the richest of all in re- 
sults, which it is moreover the easier to exhibit, inasmuch as our 
author has taken the pains to collect them into a limited number 
of tables. The first chapter, according to the table of contents, 
should treat of the relations of the fusible metals, as shown by 
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observation and comparison. In my manuscript of the Book of 
the Balance of Wisdom there remain only a few leaves- of it, 
the contents of which cause the loss of the rest to be greatly 
lamented. Notwithstanding the multiplied errors of the copyist, 
omissions, and inaccuracies of every kind, which prevent me 
from giving the text itself, it is possible to perceive what is being 
treated of, and I shall cite here and there fragments of intelligi- 
ble phrases, which have guided me in the fol 1 owin^lfexposition . 
The first of the remaining leaves, after a few unintelligible words, 
which evidently belong to a phrase commenced upon the pre- 
ceding leaf, contains a figure representing an instrument devised 
by 'Abu-r-Baihan for the determination of specific gravities. I 


Form of the Conical Instrument of 'Abu-r-Raihan. 




a Uitc Neck of the Instrument. ^ 

b X*a£i( Perforation. 

c Xj T ube in the Form 

of a Water-pipe. 

d Handle of the Instrument. 

e XM! Mouth of the Instrument. 

/ Place of the Bowl [of the 

Balance]. 


give an exact copy of it, 1 1 with all the explanations which ac- 
company it. A mere inspection of it will suffice to show that 
we have here to do with an instrument made for determining the 
volumes of different heavy bodies immersed in the water which 
fills a part of the cavity, by means of the weight of the water 
displaced by these bodies, which is ascertained by conducting it 
through a lateral tube into the bowl of a balance. The descrip- 
tion given by our author of the use of this instrument, which he 
calls £9 XojAslI XMS, “the conical instrument of 'Abu-r- 

Raihan,” confirms this idea; but he adds that the instrument 
is very difficult to manage, since very often the water remains 
suspended in the lateral tube, dropping from it little by little into 
the scale of the balance : w X*olc X3yi till ^ xBxt _ 

Capillary action was accordingly known to the Arabs ; and 
our author asserts that 'Abu-r-Raihan had ascertained that if 
the lateral tube had a circular flexure given it, was made 
shorter than a semicircle, and was pierced with holes the 
water would flow readily through it, no more remaining in the 
tube than just enough to moisten its inner surface : AUJAj 
u&J \JUo WjU L »jS> ^ Ui 
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Syjjv> v_ iuai d»3t Julia blj** L^JjAasj oj>j9 qS Liiw 
J> L ^11 Igj OUjtXj LgAc ^Lbi qLj ^>> (j^Jww 

t 5 ; 5 -*i 2 ji d«LJi cr ^bbii. 'Abu-r-Raihan understood very well 
that the size of the neck of this instrument affected the sensi- 
bility of its indications, and he says that he would have made it 
narrower than the little finger, but for the difficulty of removing 
through a smaller tube tbe bodies immersed in the water, but 
that this size was small enough to mark a sensible variation of 
the level of the water if a single grain of millet were immersed 
in it : b i-talL IgA A1 J yaj j* - sLJbis* o!j 

In the third section of this chapter, our author gives the re- 
sults of his experiments with the instrument of 'Abu-r-Raihan 
to ascertain the specific gravity of the various metals. 1. Gold. 
He says that he purified this metal by melting it five times ; after 
which it melted with difficulty, solidified rapidly, and left hardly 

any trace upon the touchstone : u~-*A- solll 

j after that, he 

made ten trials, to obtain the weight of the volume of water dis- 

S laced by different weights of the gold, and he found, for a hun- 
red mithkals of gold, weights varying from 5 mithkals, 1 danik, 
and 1 tassuj, to 5 m., 2 d. : as mean weight, he adopts 5 m., 1 d., 
2 t. 2. Mercury. Our author begins by saying that this is not, 
properly speaking, a metal, but that it is known to be the mother 
of tbe metals, as sulphur is their father. He had purified mer- 
cury by passing it several times through many folds of linen 
cloth, and had found the weight of a volume of water equal to a 
volume of a hundred mithkals of mercury to be from 7 m., 1 d., 
1{ t., to 7 m., 2 d., 2f t. ; of which the mean, according to him, is 
7 m., 2d., It. 8. Lead. The weights found for a volume of water 
equal to that of a hundred mithkals of this metal were from 8 m., 
4 d., It., to 9m. ; of which the mean, according to our author, is 
8 m., 5 d. 4. Silver. This metal was purified in the same man- 
ner as the gold, and the weights of the corresponding volume of 
water were from 9 m., 2 d., 2 t., to 9 m., 4 d., 2 1. ; the mean 
adopted by our author being 9 m., 4 d., 1 1. 5. Bronze, an amal- 
gam of copper and tin ; the proportion of the two metals is not 
given : the mean weight which he adopts is 11 m., 2 d. 6. Cop- 
per. Least weight, 11 m., 4 d., 1 1. ; mean, 11 m., 3 d., It. 7. A 
metal of which the copyist has omitted to give tbe name : the 
weights found for it vary from 11 m., 2 d., to 11 m., 4 d., 3 t., 
their mean being 11 m., 4 d. ; this value identifies it with the 
metal given as brass in the later tables. From these same tables 
we are able also, by reversing our author’s processes, to discover 
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the mean weights adopted by him for the two metals iron and 
tin, respecting which no notices are derivable from this part of 
the manuscript ; and for the sake of clearness, and of uniformity 
of treatment with the other classes of substances given later, we 
present annexed, in a tabular form, the water-equivalents of the 
metals, or the weights of a volume of water equal to that of a 
certain fixed weight of each metal respectively. 




Gold, 

Mercury, 

Lead, 

Silver, 

Bronze, 

Copper, 

Brass, 

Iron, 

Tin. 


I Weights of a volume of water equal to 


mithkala of each metal 

MithkAls. 

DAniks. 

TassUjs. 

5 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

8 

5 


9 

4 

1 

11 

2 


11 

3 

1 

11 

4 


12 

5 

2 

13 

4 



126' 

177 

212 

233 

272 

277 

280 

310 

328 


For the reduction of these weights to the form of an expres- 
sion for the specific gravity, and for a comparison of the specific 
gravities thus obtained with those accepted by modern physic- 
ists, the reader is referred to the general comparative table, to 
be given farther on, at the conclusion of our presentation of this 
part of our author’s work . 1 3 
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Section Fourth. [Lect. 8, Chap. 1.] 

Relations of Gravity between the two [. Metals ]. 

Wh f“5 e v V0larae :: 0f *¥ tW0 T 66 ’ and because a11 water-equivalents 
*" "Sf bj ^^{[water-equivalents of the two m2 

compared] are related to each other by inverse ratio of gravity Thero- 
fore, m ease one desires to ascertain the weight of one of tW 
equivalent in volume to a hundred mithMls of eold for „ ^ e 

^the relation, in weight, which the wSjjSK 
the water-equivalent of silver is not as the relation of the we%httft£ 
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body of gold to the weight of the body of silver, bnt is as the relation 
of the weight of the body of silver to the weight of the body of gold, 
by an inverse ratio. So then, if the weight of the gold is multiplied 
by the weight of its water-equivalent, and the product is divided by the 
weight of the water-equivalent of silver, or of any other body of which 
we wish to ascertain the weight [of an equivalent volume, the desired 
result is attained]. But we have designated a hundred mithkals as the 
weight of the gold, so that the product of the multiplication of that 
into its water-equivalent is an invariable quantity, namely, 525 mithkals. 
That number, then, must be kept in mind, in order to the results which 
we aim to obtain, until the division of it by these, [several] water- 
equivalents brings out, as quotients, the weights of [equal volumes of] 
the bodies having the [several] water-equivalents. We have done ac- 
cordingly, and have placed the results in the following table, 
von. vi. g 
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Mercury. 


Bronze. 

Copper. 


Table of Results from Water-equivalents of Bodies. 

^Weights ^ “ Weights reduced to Tasstijs. j 

Mithkfils. Dimka Tassdjs. 

100 0 0 Two thousand four hundred. 

^ j j One thousand seven hun- 

1 1 | dred and nine. 

„ o j ® ne thousand four hun- 

' dred and twenty-six. 

, „ One thousand two hun- 
5 0 dred and ninety-eight. 

. . One thousand one hun- 

” ^ dred and twelve. 

. _ „ „ One thousand and ninety- 

45 3 0 two. 

45 0 0 One thousand and eighty. 

„ „ Nine hundred and seven- 

40 3 3 ty-five. 

„ „ Nine hundred and twen- 

ty-two. 


Tassfijs in 
Numerals. 


The fifth section is entirely wanting in my manuscript. As 
regards the sixth section, which is the last one in this chapter, it 
contains a recapitulation of all that had been before stated re- 
specting the specific gravities of bodies, and may be summed up 
in the familiar enunciation that the specific gravity of a body 
is the ratio between its absolute weight and the weight of the 
volume of water which it displaces. 

From this point onward, the condition of the manuscript per- 
mits me to resume the citation and translation of longer extracts. 


S * U-US Uiyu > oijUdl a \ D UrJ! _*1 Si 

Xs*5UJi xAc ^ U SjUaJS cr* 

LJjd! xic H li «5LS3 jtf . j 

Chapter Second. 

Observation, of Precious Stones. In several Sections. 

“Men prize these metals,” says 'Ahu-r-Raiban, “onlv because, under 
the action of fire, they admit of being made into conveniences for them, 
such as vessels more durable than others, instruments of agriculture, 
. weapons of war, and other things which no one can dispense with who 
is set to possess himself of the good things of life, and is desir- 
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vJbsuuj v_*s\x!i vjjj- 5 * 1 \^ jM - > ^ u****i|j tSr>l*l! f Lp'LsTjbj ^i! 

oua of the adornments of wealth. Moreover, the only token by which 
men show a preference of some of the metals [over others] is their tech- 
nical nse of the letter h, stamped upon any precious metal of which 
articles wanted are made; and in regard to that they are controlled by 
the rarity of the occurrence of the metal, and the length of time that 
it lasts; both which are distinctive characteristics of gold.” But if, 
beside the rarity of its occurrence, and its durability, and the little 
appearance of moisture on it, whether moisture of water or humidity of 
the earth, or of its being cracked or calcined by any fire, and consumed, 
together with its ready yielding to the stamp, which prevents counterfeit- 
ers from passing off something else for it, and, lastly, the beauty of its 
aspect — -if there is not [beside all these characteristics] some inexplicable 
peculiarity pertaining to gold, why is the little infant delighted with it, 
and why does he stretch himself out from his bed in order to seize upon 
it ? and why is the young child lured thereby to cease from weeping, 
although he knows no value that it has, nor by it supplies any want ? 
and why do all people in the world make it the ground of being at 
peace one with another, not drawing their swords to fight, though at 
the sacrifice of the powers of body and soul, of family-connections, 
children, ground-possessions, and every thing, with even a superfftitv 
of renunciation, for the sake of acquiring that; and yet are ever 
longmg tor the third stream* to stuff their bellies with the dust? 

*. ? 6re ' S here , evi<ient allusion to the traditional saying : ^1 _jjj . 

v-aPAj! -.bLyMJ “and* if the son 

desire a third/ 1 ^ X>SSeS3 * wo ^“triiig riven of gohl and silver, doobtless he would 
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-Were it not for my fear of the physicians, I might also say that the 
sou 1 s gladness at the sight of gold, the fine pearl, and the silk robe, 
Ms little short of its delight in medicinal confections * Nor does the 
sod take quietly the grinding up of gold, the pulverizing of the fine 

foTthZ* IT re,, r mg ° f S I k t0 , ashes ‘ Jt is only saddened thereat ; 
for, though by such means alone the heart be strengthened, yet men so 
hearing, turn away from the [offered] exhilaration 8 * 

. ® i ‘ Ver 18 next to f°! d M r «pects the peculiarities mentioned, and is 

for thlDgs wanted 311(1 

Nor does the description apply only to fasible minerals. On the 
contrary, you may extend it to substances not fusible. Of these, the 
red hyacinth] [ruby] « equivalent to gold, on account of the rarity of 
tsoccmrence, the hardness of its crust, the abundance of its water its 
lustre, the depth of its redness, its bearing of fire, its withstanding 
causes of injury and its durability. Next to this come the yellow hya 
cmth [topaz] that which ,s [blackish] like collyrium, the emerald and 
the chrysolite, which differ [from the ruby] and are equivalents of 
sih^. To all the above named the fine pearl is manifest^ inferior „ 
„ from the softness o f its body, its being generally compoTd of 

>fr * °“ r author evidently allades, in jest, to the famous ... „ 

•J'b^kag confection,” of the oriental physicians. > exhila- 

' 'f'For want of a better word, we use “hyacinth” in a . , . 

" ‘'ST’*"" 1 ““ A " hit , ^ ■ “ *pp“ •“ •» ,«o„. ZZZTl tZ 
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pellicles, doubling one -upon another, like the coats of an onion, its being 
reduced by fire to ashes or rotten bone, and its change of color from the 
action upon it of medicine or perfume, or other like causes of deteriora- 
tion. Yet one finds no fault with its price, nor at all undervalues it. 

The number of the precious stones is not thus exhausted. But suffice 
it to say, on the other hand, that certain gems are mentioned, of which 
the mines are no longer found, and the specimens once in the hands 
of men have disappeared, so that people are now ignorant of what sort 
they were. There appear, also, from time to time, gems not before 
known, such as that red gem of Badakhshan, which, were it not for its 
softness, and that the water of its surface lasts but a little time, would 
be superior in beauty to the [red] hyacinth, and is no antiquated gem. 
The mountain containing it was fissured by an earthquake, and the 
windings of the rent brought to view, here and there, egg-like lumps of 
matter deposited in layers, resembling balls of fire, of which some were 
broken, so that a red light gleamed forth beneath where they lay. 
Lapidaries stumbled upon the gem, and gathered specimens, and, hav- 
ing nothing to guide them respecting [the purification of] its water, and 
the polishing of its face and making it brilliant, were, after a while, led 
by experiments to make use of the stone called, on account of likeness 
of color, the golden marcasite, and with that succeeded ; and the mine 
has yielded abundantly. 

It is not impossible that both fusible and infusible substances, now 
unknown, may be brought to light, at any time, from the undercliffs of 
mountains, and from the beds of rivers, the depths of seas, and the 
. bowels of the earth. In respect to such, however, we will not barter 
away ready money for a credit, nor turn from the known for the sake of 



62 


Khanikoff, 


cfc®* °^ Xci ^ ^ j,u* ur iu^ji ^14. 

ho&'J^a ^ oJj £ bU ^ i^i*^ Isy 

_m*u ,XX* y>Ll v'^t >' y.lioJt X^U ^ SjLsU' ^ 

jj’typJJ lV^j a 5 luic v-o^y ! e r^ 1 ls^ k 5 ^ pa? 

ytaj *115 ^Li, ofji&U LiiX^a Lo JJU 


xJ'iLi j^yi ^ Ld Jooi> U jj'j ^ 

Jj'Slj *1 n>A*aj> ^Jt ypUJIj **Lo J aj £>, U \\ AV.:^ 

JlVc! ii! s_*saJS J, (j^yk!! ^ ty^. |j| iul*j| a ? 

4*« S j0^» «i *** yx5Xc! JhxxclH i JL£!| sole j g^J! r \j jJU5 3 
uu j y M jiU ^ ^ 

■ft ^ yky t^viiJO^JI Jl£!i jlj ^ Ozo ^ L,Ly *5 

_j*e a* **^5 gM 3 ^ i3 iMtAXe^W, Jl^CL. xiojj qUo$ £ Syic L Jco, 


the unknown. For I am interested in the subject of which we are in 
vestagating the rudiments, and endeavoring to get at the main supports 
and to tread upon the foundations, on account of the counterfeiting* of 
those who put in circulation vitiated and spoiled monev and n JLv.1 
adulteration in the goldsmith’s art. But pVecious sS are £££ 
felted as well as metals, nay, oftener and more successfully because the 
«ye is little accustomed to them, and wants the guidance of habit in the 
choice of them; while, on the other hand, no one in any city fails to 
see dirhams, and no trading is possible without the handling of dinars 
The possessors of precious stones and jewelry are few in number anion? 
men, while those who make use of metals are ever to be found \\y 
must, therefore, treat of precious stones as we have treated of metals if 
the Supreme God so wills. s ’ 11 


Section First. 

Statement of the Results which we have obtained, by the [ Conical! Tv it 
meat, in respect to Precious Stones. J 


We willjirst enumerate the precious stones which have heen 
pared, and afterwards exhibit their proportions [of weight] 
by comparison. L s J> “* proved 

1. Hyaeinths. When the common people hear from „ a t n ™i i-i 
phers that gold is the most equal of bodies and thp tura ,? 1 ?* ( f > 
attained to perfection of maturity, at the goal of complete 6 !,!^ 
spect to equilibnum, they firmly believe that it is somethin? 5 ? J®" 
cm, to llmt perfection by p*»i» g 
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[other metallic] bodies, so that its gold-nature was originally lead, after- 
wards became tin, then brass, then silver, and finally reached the per- 
fection of gold ; not knowing that the natural philosophers mean, in 
saying so, only something like what they mean when they speak of man, 
and attribute to him a completeness and equilibrium in nature and con- 
stitution — not that man was once a bull, and was changed into an ass, 
and afterwards into a horse, and after that into an ape, and finally be- 
came man. The common people have the same false notion, also, in 
regard to the species of hyacinth, and pretend that it is first white, 
afterwards becomes black, then dusky, then yellow, and at last be- 
comes red, whereupon it has reached perfection ; although they have 
not seen these species together in any one mine. Moreover, they 
imagine the red hyacinth to be perfect in weight and specific gravity, 
as they have found gold to be ; whereas we have ascertained that the 
celestial species [sapphire] 1 3 and the white [the diamond] exceed the red 
in gravity. Of the yellow I never happened to have a piece sufficiently 
large to be submitted*to the same reliable comparisons already made 
with other species. 

2. Ruby of Badakhsh&n. I have, in like manner, never obtained such 
a piece of the yellow species of this gem that I could distinguish it 
from the choice red, called piy&zaM, that is, the bulb-like. 

3. Emerald and Chrysolite. These names [JyoiJl and iX»»jjjjt] 
are interchangeable, whether applied to one and the same thing, or 
to two things of which one has no real existence ; and the name of 
emerald is the more common. I have, however, seen a person who 
gave the name of emerald to all varieties of the mineral excepting the 
beet-like, or basil-like, 14 which has an equally diffused green hue, and 
is perfect, transparent, and pure in color ; and who denominated the 
latter chrysolite. 
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4. Cornelian, Onyx, Lapis Lazuli, Crystal, and Glass (this last— al- 
though it is not the product of a mine, but, on the contrary, kindred to 
stones, or sand, or alkali— because it resembles crystal, for which reason 
we have submitted it to comparison), and precious stones similar to 
these, such as Malachite, Turquoise, Amethyst, and the like. The mala- 
chite [itself], on account of the rarity of its occurrence, from there being 
no mine of it now known, has been unobtainable ; so, too, the turquoise 

* which, besides, always has within it a mingling of foreign matter. This 
whole class of stones is not highly prized ; excepting the onyx, for a 
certain value is attached to specimens of this mineral marked with 
ox-hoof circles, 15 and likewise to those in which there happens to be 
presented the form of an animal, or some strange shape. Men have 
been Jong tired of the cornelian, so that it has leased to be used as a 
stone for seal-rings, even for the hands of common people, to say 
nothing of the great. The lapis lazuli is employed on account of the 
tinting and variegation of its several species. 

5. The Fine Pearl. The pearl is not a stone at all, but only the bone 

of an animal, and not homogeneous in its parts. Yet I associate it with 
the hyacinth for its beauty, as I join therewith the emerald both for its 
beauty and its rarity. It therefore comes in here with as good reason 
as they do. Besides, there is no such difference of opinion respecting 
the minerals which have been mentioned, as exists in regard to the 
whter-equivalents obtained in the case of pearls ; nor have the acces- 
sions or losses, as between small and large ones, been recorded— a point 
on which there is great diversity What I shall state, as to the pearL 
applies to those which are large, full, and rounded. t v 
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6. Coral. This is a plant, though petrified, like the Jews’ stone 16 and 
the sea-crab. 1 7 There is a white species of it, coarser than the red, per- 
forated throughout, and divided ; which I have not compared, because 
men use it but little, and also because I have heard speak as if the red 
were white when torn off, and became red by exposure to the air. 

We have put together the following table, 
vox. vi. 9 
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Table of Weights of the Water-equivalents of Precious Stones, 
supposing all the Weights in Air to be a Hundred Mithk&ls. 


Names of Precious 
Stones. 

Weights of Water-equiv- 
alents. 

Celestial Hyacinth. 

Mithk&ls. D&niks. 

25 1 

TassAjs. 

2 

Red Hyacinth. 

26 

0 

0 

[Ruby] of Badakh- 
shan. 

27 

| 5 

2 

Emerald. 

36 

| 2 

0 

Lapis Lazuli. 

37 

! i 

i 

0 

Fine Pearl. 

38 

i 

3 

0 

Cornelian. 

39 

: 0 

0 

Coral. 

39 

0 

| 

3 

Onyx and Crystal. 

40 

j • 

0 

Pharaoh’s Glass. 18 

40 

1 1 

\ 

0 


Water-equivalents re- 
duced to Tassftjs. 

I Six hundred and six. 
j Six hundred and 
( twenty-four, 
j Six hundred and sev- 
( enty. 

( Eight hundred and 
t seventy-two. 

( Eight hundred and 
I ninety-two. 
j Nine hundred and 
t twenty-four. 

( Nine hundred and 
( thirty-six. 

( Nine hundred andj 
( thirty-nine. 

1 Nine hundred and 
( sixty. 

( Nine hundred and 
I sixty-four. 


Tassiljs in 
Numerals. 


606 

624 

670 

872 

892 

924 

936 

939 

960 

964 


Section Second. 


Belations between Weights of Precious Stones alike in Volume. 

By way of correspondence with the computation already given of the 
weights of equal masses of metals, a similar estimate is [here] furnished 
relative to precious stones of like volume, supposing that each mass is 
equal in volume to a hundred mithk&ls of the collyrium-like hyacinth • 
in order that one who would ascertain any proportion [of weight! rZ 
quired may be enabled to do so, through the properties of four mntn 
ally related numbers. 
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Names of Pre-| 
cious Stones. 


Table of Weights of Precious Stones alike in Volume. 

Reduction to Tassujs. 


Celestial 

Hyacinth. 

Red 

Hyacinth. 

Ruby[ofBa-| 

dakhsh&n], 

Emerald. 
Lapis Lazuli.] 


Weights, when the Yol-j 
[ume is equal to a Hundred] 
Mitbk&ls of the Collyrimn- 
like Hyacinth. 

Tassujs. | 


MithkAk. 

100 

97 

90 

€9 

67 


[DAniks. 

0 

0 

2 


0 

3 

3 

0 

2 


C Two thousand four hun-| 
t dred. 

{ Two thousand three hun-| 
dred and thirty-one. 
j Two thousand one hun-| 
1 dred and seventy-one. 

{ One thousand six hundred| 
and sixty-eight, 
t One thousand six hundred| 
( and thirty. 


Tassflja in 
[Numerals. 


2400 

2331 

2171 

1668 

1630 
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[table costctoed .] 


Nunes of Pre 
cious Stones. 


Weightg, when the Vol- 
Inme is equal to a Hundred 
Mitlikdls of the Colly rium- 
like Hyacinth. 


Fine Pearl. 
Cornelian. 


Coral. 


Onyx and 
Crystal 
Pharaoh’s 
Glass. 


Mithkils.] 

65 


64 

64 

63 

62 


HSniks. 


4 
3 
0 

5 


Tassujs. 
2 


2 

1 

3 

1 


Reduction to TagBdjs. 


{ One thousand five hundred 
and seventy-four. 

i One thousand five hundred 
and fifty-four. 

j One thousand five hundred 
i and forty-nine. 

( One thousand five hundred 
1 and fifteen. 

( One thousand five hundred 
( and nine. 


Tassujs in 
Numerals. 


1574 

1554 

1549 

1515 

1509 


Section Thied. 


Relations of Air -weights to Water-weights. 

We resort again to water and the just balance, and propose thereby 
to ascertain the measure of the difference between the weight of any 
one of the several precious stones in water and its weight in air. When 

the howl oontairnncr the nreoions Rtone ia ooeo in — .1 • 


vuc vi uic ncvcitti pcwuus diuucb jlu waici auu IB weigflt m air. WJttei 

the bowl containing the precious stone is once in the water that « 
enough— you thus get its weight in water, after having weighed it in 

Air. This is a err pat hpln in a knnwlpdorp nf what qka « 


tiuvugu — jruu uiuo get iu» wejgut iu watery aiier naving weighed it ir 
air. This is a great help to a knowledge of what are genuine precious 
stones, and to their being distinguished from those [artificially] colored 

* A bn-r-RaiMn Hnp« npt snpsk nf this matter hnt at — i* i 


stvucs, «uiv tv uictr uemg uistuiguiisiicu irvtu mose [artificially colored 
'Abu-r-RaiMn does not speak of this matter, but at the same time hi* 
statement given in the first section of this chapter facilitates the settle 
ment of it ; that is to say, we may take the weight of its water-equivalen 
[* e re] stated, for each precious stone, and subtract it constantly fron 
the hundred mithk&ls constituting its air-weight, and the remainder wil 
he its water- weight. 

Now we have set down these water-weights in the following table. 
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Taiie of Water-weights to a Hundred Mithk&ls in Air 
added by ' aX-Khdzini . " * 


\Jk JTI 

Stones. 
Celestial Hyacinth 
, Red Hyacinth. 


Emerald. 

Lapis Lazuli. 


W ater-'weights. 

Reduction to Tassujs. 

Mithkals.JDanik£ 

. Tassujg. 

). 14 



( One thousand seven 

4 

2 

j hundred and ninetv- 
* four. 

14 

0 


( One thousand seven 

0 

j hundred and seven- 
* ty-six. 

- 12 


0 

2 

j One thousand seven! 

< hundred and thirty, 
j One thousand five 

* 

63 

> 

4 

0 

j hundred and twenty- 
* eight. 


62 

5 

0 

( One thousand five 
! hundred and eight. 


jTasstijs in 
Numerals. 

1Y94 

1116 

1130 

1528 

1508 
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[TABLE COHTUTOED.} 


Names of Precious 
Stones. 

Water- weights. 

Reduction to Tassfljs. 

Tassfija in 
Numeral!. 


Juthkals. 

Daniks. 

Toisujs. 

J 

f One thousand four 

1476 

Fine Pearl. 

61 

3 

0 

j hundreAand seven- 
t ty-six. 

f One thousand four 

1464 

Cornelian. 

61 

0 

0 

j hundred and sixty- 
t four. 

( One thousand four 

1461 

Coral. \ 

60 

5 

1 

■j hundred and sixty- 
t one. 

! 

Onyx and Crystal. 

.. 60 

0 

0 

j One thousand four 
t hundred and forty. 

( One thousand four 

1440 

1436 

Pharaoh’s Glass. 

59 

5 

0 

j hundred and thirty- 
' six. 



Sectkm Foceth. 

Instruction and Direction relative to Difference of Water-equivalents. 

There is Dot the same assurance to be obtained in regard to these 
precious stones as in regard to fusible bodies. For the latter bear 
to be beaten, until their parts lie even, which expels the air that may 
have got into them in crucibles, and separates them from earthy mat- • 
ter. Moreover, we know not what is in the interior of stones, unless 
they are transparent, and can be seen through (for, in that case, what- 
ever is within them appears), so that doubt has arisen in my mind as to 
the lightness of the red hyacinth, and the difference in weight between 
it and the dusky species. For, both the dusky and the yellow being 
very hard, no earthy matter, or air, or any thing else, mingles with 
them ; which is rarely the case in respect to the red, as mog t 
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specimens of this species have bubbles within, foil of air, or, being 
mixed with earthy matter, are not without air on that account. Nor is 
the red hyacinth so splendid in color when first gathered, until fire, 
kindled upon it, has purified it ; and, as it becomes hot, whenever there 
is air in the gem, it swells and is puffed up, and bursts, in order to the 
escape [of the air]. People, therefore, bore into this gem, by means 
of the diamond, opposite to every bubble or particle of dirt, to make 
way for the air, that it may escape without injuring the gem, and to 

E revent a violent and rupturing resistance to expansion. When such 
orings are not made, or are too small to allow of water entering into 
them, on our immersing the gem in the [conical] instrument, the quan- 
tity of water displaced is not precisely m accordance with the volume 
of the gem, but, on the contrary, is as that and the penetrated air- 
bubbles together determine. In like manner, when the emerald is 
broken, seams appear within, or, in their place, some foreign matter is 
found. Possibly, empty cavities always exist in this mineral. But its 
rarity prevents any diminution of its price on that account. 

Whoever looks into our statements, and fixes his attention upon our 
employment of water, must be in no doubt as to well-known particulars 
concerning waters, which vary in their condition according to the reser- 
voirs or streams from which they come, and their uses, and are changed 
m their qualities by the four seasons, so that one finds in them a like- 
ness to the state of the air in those several seasons. We have made all 
our comparisons in one single corner of the earth, namely, in Juij&nlyali 
[a city] of Khuw&raxm, situated where the river of Balkh becomes low. 
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at its outlet upon the little sea of Khuw&razm,* the water of which 
river is well known of no doubtful quality; and [all our operations 
have been performed] early in the autumnal season of the year The 
water may be such as men drink or such as beasts drink, not beinrr 
fresh :f either will answer our purpose, so long as we continue to make 

Sf 6 v. °rff and 2* e 8ame sort - 0r we m ay use any liquid whatever, 
though differing from water in its constitution, under the same limita- 

«“• , [F ’ °, n thc other we operate sometimes with water which 
is fresh and sometimes with that which is brackish, we may not neglect 
to balance between the conditions of the two. b 

This is what we wished to specify. 


Khuwftrasm, that is. into the (t3!2 t_ 7^?““* but ,ntotJ,e >'“1® sea of 


222PS rafe t T ing * 1116 r e *r^2 

the Jaihun, tins author says : fJj !^ 8 *y , J[ j 

vlTTI^ ^ *■** ^ *** i >^U 5 “iT [the 

Jaihun] then passes by many cities, until it reaches Kbuwarazm. »„d „„ 

S T“Z! fi ^. by 1,603,186 aU ^ers rise high ou™f ite tav X? 
w*™ it descends from Kbuwarazm and empties into a small XadTeL’h^ 
of Khuwteum, distant three days’ journey from KhuwSraznT” s,, i n “ a 
Kosmographie, ed. Wiistenfeld, 1^ Th, 177.18 r ™’ See el Cazwmi’s 

f«he Tibydn, a commentary on the Kdm&», thus defines the two terms . . - 

and y,-* U ^ aayb c\3, iujiA* ^ ^ ^5 

“-Tti ^ ^ ^ u ~ Ui! 5 **5^ ** C500t wl jiJL 

WhiCt ■ n0t fresh ’ »d fa drunk by mtn just 
as it is ; and that called sharub is water not fresh, which m on a . , ■ , J t 
from necessity, but which is drunk by beasts.” ^ ** 10611 not exe P t 
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Chapter Third. 

Observation of Other Things than Metals and Precious Stones. 

We are [now] led to [consider] the proportionate weights of wax, 
pitch, resin, pure clay, enamel, amber, and woods of well known trees 
— being the materials of models and patterns formed by goldsmiths, or 
others practising their art — for the sake of any one who may wish to 
cast an equivalent weight of some metal, after the goldsmith has pre- 
pared, by his art, a pattern [of] known [material and weight] ; including 
also the proportionate weights of other substances necessarily or option- 
ally made use of. We have set down all these substances, with their 
water-equivalents, and their weights [in equivalent volumes], in two 
tables. Let, then, the water-equivalent be measured by the [proper] 
table, and by that let the proportion of inetal sought for be determined. 

Here may be diversity of opinion — to every one his own! 

This chapter has two sections. 

Section First. 


Knowledge of Weights of the [ Water-equivalents of~\ Materials of Models, 
■when the Weight obtained out of the Water is a Hundred Miihkals. 


Hames. 

| 

Mith kills. 

Daniks. 

Tassujs. 

Reduction to Tassujs, 

Floating and 
Sinking. 2° 

Clay of Siminjan. 

50 

2 

0 

1208 

s. 

Pure Salt 

4§fe, 

3 

2 

1094 

44 

Saline Earth. 

90 P 

1 

0 

2164 

U 

Sandarach. 

140 

4 

2 

3378 

fl. 

Amber. 

118 

0 

0 

2832 

a 

Enamel. 

25 

2 

2 

610 

S* 

Pitch. 

96 

1 

2 

2310 1 

U 


10 


von. vi. 
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Names. 


Wax. 

Ivory. 2 1 
Black Ebony. 
Pearl-shell. 


Bakkam-wood. 

Willow-wood: 


[TAELS CONTINUED.] 


Mithkals. 

Daniks. 

Tasauje. 

Redaction to Tassdjs. 

Floating and 

Sinking. 

105 

1 

0 

2524 


61 

0 

0 

1464 

s. 

88 

3 

0 

2124 

(( 

40 

2 

0 

068 

it 

106 

2 

0 

2552 

fl. 

248 

0 

3 

5955 

it 


Section Second. 

Knowledge of Weights of Liquids in a Vessel which holds twelve hundred 
[o/ any measure ] of Sweet Water. 


' Name*. 

Weight*. 

Names. 

Sweet .Water. 

1200 

Wine. 

Hot Water. 

1150 

Oil of Sesame. 

Ice. 

1158 

Olive-oiL 

Sea-water. 

1249 

Cow’s Mill^ 

Water of Indian Melon. 

1219 

Hen’s Eggjp 

Salt Water. 

1361 

Honey. 

Water of Cucumber. 

1221 

Blood of a Man in good health 

Water of Common Melon. 

1236 

Warm Human Urine. 

Wine-vinegar. 

1232 

Cold « 


Weights. 

1227 

1098 

1104 

1332 

1242 

1687 

1240 

1222 

1230 
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Chapter Fourth. 

Device for Measuring Water, Comparison between a Cubic Cubit of Water 
and the same of the Metals, and Quantity of Gold sufficient to fill the 
Barth. In Three Sections. 

Section First. 

Device for Measuring Water, in order to the Determination of Relations 
between Heavy Bodies, on Premises of Superficial Mensuration. 

'Abu-r-Raihhn ordered a cube of brass to be made, with as much 
exactness as possible, and that it should be bored on its face, at two 
opposite angles, with two holes, one for pouring water into it, and the 
other for the escape of air from it ; and he weighed it in the flying 
balance, first empty and hollow, then filled with fresh river-water of the 
city of Ghaznah ; [and] 392 mithkals and £ and ^ of a mithkal [proved 
to be the weight of that water which it would contain]. Wanting, now, 
to get the superficial measure of one [inner] side of the cube, he had 
recourse to a thread of pure silver, so finely drawn that to every three 
mithk&ls [of its weight] there was a length of fourteen of the cloth-cubits 
iwed in clothing-bazaars. He trimmed off from the length of a side [of 
the cube] the thickness of two of its opposite surfaces, and wound the 
thread around the remainder ; and what this would hold of the thread 
wound around it, was 259 diameters. Now, the [length of a] side of 
the cube [thus shortened] would go into a cubit four times, with a re- 
mainder which would go five times into that length, leaving a [second] 
remainder which was one-ninth of that length. The [length of a] side 
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of the cube [thus shortened] was therefore understood to be divided 
into forty-fifth parts, of which the first remainder, the excess of a cubit 
above four times that length, made nine forty-fifths, and the second 
remainder of that length, (of which the first remainder was one-fifth,) 
made five forty-fifths, which is the same as one-ninth of that length. 
Consequently a cubit would take in 1082^ of the mentioned diameters 
of the thread ; which being multiplied by 45, 48,692 is produced as the 
[number of] diameters of the thread to forty-five cubits. 

The cube of the [number of] diameters in the [shortened length of a] 
side, namely, 259, is 17, 373, 979 ; and the weight of water of the same 
volume is 9415 tassftjs. But we have said that the number of diame- 
ters of the thread to a cubit was [found to bel 1082^, of which the 
cube is 273,650,180,698,467 [-^60*= 2 16,000], So then, if we multi- 
ply [this sum] by the [number of] tassujs of [water contained within] 
the brazen cube, and divide the product by the third power of [the 
number of diameters of the thread held within the length of an inner 
aide of) this cube, the quotient is the [weight in] tassujs of a [cubic] cubit 
jbf water, namely, 686,535 and about £ and | more. If we divide this 
weight by 24, the result is in mithkals, of which there are 28,605, with 
a remainder of 15 tassfljs and £ and ■£. That is the weight of a 'cubic 
cubit of water. The fractions in this sum are consolidated [by multiply- 
ing it] into 360 ; which gives [the weight of] three hundred and sixty 
cubits cube [of water], amounting, in mithk&ls, to 10,298,033. 

This is what we wished to explain. 22 
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Section Second. 

Knowledge of Numbers for the Weights of the measured Cubit of all 

Metals. 

The principle last considered having been made out, we turn to an- 
other, which is a difference [in weight] between heavy bodies of like 
masses, but differing in kind, by virtue of relations subsisting between 
metals in respect to volumes. We have already stated, in the first chap- 
ter of this lecture, that whatever may be the relation between heavy 
bodies alike [in volume], as to [absolute] weight, is known from their 
water-equivalents ; and that the relation of the weight of the less water- 
equivalent to the weight of the greater water-equivalent is as the relation 
of the weight of that body of which the greater quantity of water is the 
equivalent to the weight of that body of which the less quantity of water 
is the equivalent. Consequently there must be an inverse relation be- 
tween the [absolute] weights of heavy bodies and the dimensions in 
length, breadth, and height, of those water-equivalents put down. 

.Now for a second principle. Since the weight of a volume of water 
equivalent to the cube of the measured cubit is 28,605 mithkals, together 
[asshjs and and -J-, and since 182 mithkals make a mann (one 
mann being computed at 260 dirhams), [a cube of] the measured cubit of 
water weighs 157 manns, 6 'istars and and ^ and ■£. It is also known 
that the weight of the [cube of the] measured cubit of any metal what- 
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ever is to the weight of its equivalent of water as 2400 tassfiis of that 
metal to the [weight m] tassujs of its water-equivalent, put downer, po 
ate to it in the table [above given]. The first of these proportionals 
being unknown, if the second is multiplied into the third- I mean the 
weight of a volume of water equivalent to Ithe cube of! u 

is, mtasshjs 686,535, being multiplied by 2400— and if this [product-1 
number is divided by the [weight of the] water-equivalent S each of 
th^nS*^ the qUOtlent 18 1116 wei S }lt “ tassujs of a [cubic] cubit of 


, T r a W ! . | 0 22 t0 put f own ’ °PP° sit e to each metal, the weight 
^f [a cube of] the measured cubit thereof in mithMls, tasshis mid 
fractions of tasshjs, and the number of manns and 'istars wMch’ that 
amounts to, m a table, as follows : GU Ulat 


Numbers for the Weights of the measured Cubit of all Metals 23 


Names of Metals. 

Gold. 

Mercury. 

Lead. 

Silver. 

Copper. 


Iron. 

'I'in. 


Mithkals. 


544,869 

387,873 

323,837 

294,650 

247,846 

245,191 

221,463 

209.309 


Tassujs. 

11 

4 

12 

10 

18 

6 

1 

14 


Fractions. 

i 

i 

i 

i+i 

i 


i+i 

i 


Manna 

2993 

2131 

1779 

1618 

1361 

1347 

1216 

1150 


TsUrs. 

31 

6 

14 

38 

31 

8 

33 

2 


Fractions. 

i+i 

i+i 


i 

i+i 

i 

JL 
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This exhausts all the more interesting matter which admits of 
being extracted from the work now under analysis. In the sec- 
tion following the last translated, our author sets himself to calcu- 
late the quantity of gold which would compose a sphere equal to 
the globe of the earth. He prescribes to himself this task almost 
as a matter of religious obligation, in order to find the ransom 
which, according to the Kuran, the infidels would offer to God 
in vain for the pardon of their sins ; for he begins with citing 
the eighty-fifth verse of the third chapter of the Kuran, which 
reads : “ truly there will not be accepted as ransom from those 
who were infidels and died infidels as much gold as would fill 
the earth ; for them there are severe pains ; they shall have no 
defender.” We will not follow the author in his laborious calcu- 
lations, but will content ourselves with merely noting some of 
his results. He says that the cubit of the bazaar at Baghdad is 
twenty-four fingers long, each finger being of the thickness of 
six grains of barley placed side by side. The mile contains four 
thousand cubits, and three miles make a farsang. The circum- 
ference of the earth is 20,400 miles, and its diameter is 6493£ff 
miles. Finally, the number of mithkals of gold capable of fill- 
ing the volume of the globe is, according to him : 

36,124,613,111,228,181,021,713,101,810. 

For the purpose of comparing these numbers with ours, I will 
observe that the radius of a sphere equal in volume to the 
spheroid of the earth is 6,370,284 metres ; this would give us 
one mile = 1962.048 m., and one cubit = 490.512 millimetres : 
that is to say, if these measures admitted of a rigorous compari- 
son; but Laplace has -very justly observed* that the errors of 
which the geodetical operations of the Arabs were susceptible 
do not allow us to determine the length of the measure which 
they made use of, for this advantage can only be the result of 
the precision of modem operations. I have endeavored to meas- 
ure the thickness of six grains of barley placed side by side, and 
in sixty trials I have obtained as maximum thickness 17.3 mm., 
as minimum 13 mm., the average of the sixty determinations 
being 15.31 mm. ; which would give us for the length of the cubit 
367.44 mm., a result evidently inexact, by reason of the want of 
delicacy of the standard by which the valuation was made. We 
shall return to this subject later, and shall attempt to find a more 
probable result, such as will show which of the two values is 
nearer the truth. 

In the fifth and last chapter of our author’s third lecture, he 
takes up the problem of the chess-board, of which he supposes 
the squares to be filled with dirhams, each square containing 
twice the number in the preceding. He begins with finding the 


* Exposition du System® du Monde, p. 396, 6 me Edition, 1836. 
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total number of dirhams to be 18,446,744,073,709,551,615, ex- 
pressed bj him in abujad signs thus : 

Then he applies himself to. find the dimensions of the treasury 
in which tins treasure should be deposited, and finally cites the 
verses of the poet ’Ansari, chief of the poets of the Sultan Mah- 
mud of Ghaznah, which fix the time in which one might spend 
this sum at 200,000,000,000,000,000 years. The verses are as 
follows::# 

JW osjsM ol? l A k JLm Jijp l#L& 

JU .-.Jjy »l/> 

“ 0 king ! live a thousand years in power ; after that, flourish 
a thousand years in pleasure : be each year a thousand months, 
and each month a hundred thousand days, each day a thousand 
hours, and each hour a thousand years." 

Before giving a succinct description of the physical instru- 
ments described and mentioned in the Book of the Balance of 
Wisdom, I think it well to pause and review the results arrived 
at by the Arab physicists, and recorded by our author in the 
first part of his work. I will begin by attempting to give a 
little more precision than has been done hitherto to the units of 
measure, as the cubit and the mithkal. 

We have seen that the cubic cubit of water weighed by 'Abu-r- 
Eaihan at Ghaznah weighed 28,605.647 mithkals. The eleva- 
tion ^aznah, according to Vigne, is 7000 English feet, or 
about 2134 metres, which would correspond to a medium baro- 
metric pressure of 582 millimetres. The temperature of the 
water made use of by Abu-r-Raihan in this experiment is not 
known to us ; but not only have we seen our author state in the 
clearest manner that he was aware that temperature had an in- 
fluence upon the density of liquids ; we may also see, upon com- 
paring the specific gravities of liquids obtained by the Arabs 
with those obtained by modem physicists, that their difference 
between the density of cold and of hot water was .041667 
while, according to the experiments of Hallstrom (see Dove’s 
Repert d. Physik, L 144-145), the difference between the densi- 
ties of water at 3 .9 and at 100° (Centigrade) is .04044. We can 
assume, then, with great probability, that a physicist so experi- 
enced as Abu-r-RaiMn would not have taken water at its maxi- 
mum summer-heat, but that he would have made his experiments 
either m the autumn, as our author advises, or in the sprint 
The temperature of the rivers in those regions in autumn hi 
not, to my knowledge, been directly determined by anv one but 
the temperature of the Indus, at 24° N. lat., in February, 1838 
was measured by Sir A. Burnes (see Burnes’ Cabool p 307V and 
was found to be, on an average, 64° 2 Fahrenheit,' which is 
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equivalent to 17°.89 Centigrade ; and we may, as it seems to me, 
with sufficient probability, admit that the water used by 'Abu-r- 
Raihan was of a temperature about 62° Fahrenheit, and that its 
density, according to Hallstrom, was .999019, considered in refer- 
ence to water at the zero Centigrade, and .998901, considered in 
reference to water at its maximum density. Now we know that 
a cubic metre of distilled water, at 4° C., weighed at Paris in a 
vacuum, weighs 1,000,000 grammes; if, then, we know the value 
of the mithkal in grammes, we shall be able to compare the 
metre and the cubit. 

According to the Kamiis, the mithkal is If dirhams, the 
dirham 6 daniks, the danik 2 kirats, the kirat 2 tassujs; our 
author, however, makes use of a much less complicated mithkal, 
which is composed of 24 tassujs ; if, then, these tassujs are the 
same as those of the Kamus, his mithkal is equivalent to the 
dirham of the latter. I shall not follow the methods pointed 
out by Oriental authors for determining the weight of the mith- 
kal, for they are all founded upon the weight of different grains, 
no notice whatever being taken of the hygrometric condition of 
such grains; but I shall pursue an independent method. I 
would remark, in advance, that almost nowhere, not even at 
Baghdad, has the Arab dominion of the first times of the Khalifa 
left so profound traces as in the Caucasus, where, as in Daghistan, 
for instance, while no one speaks Arabic, correspondence is car- 
ried on exclusively in that language. Now I have made, by 
order of the Government, and conjointly with M. Moritz, Di- 
rector of the meteorological observatory at Tiflis, a comparison 
of the weights and measures used in the different provinces of 
Transcaucasia, and have found the value of the mithkal in 
grammes to be as follows : 


In the district of Kutais, 

4.776 grammes. 

tt 

Thelawi, 

4.227 

U 

tt 

Sigbnakh, 

4.226 

it 

tt 

Nukhjiwan, 

4.590 

it 

u 

Ordubad, 

4.499 

it 

u 

Shemakhi, 

4.305 

tt 

In the city of 

Shemakhi, 

4.704 

it 

U 

“ (another), 

4.572 

it 

U 

« « 

4.621 

U 

In the district of 

Baku, 

4.175 

it 

it 

it tt 

4.660 

u 

ti 

Karabigh, 

4.610 

it 

U 

Sheki, 

4.496 

it 

it 

“ canton Eresh, 

4.272 

a 

if 

“ “ “ (another), 4.426 

tt 

U 

“ Khajmasi, 

4.869 

tt 

it 

Lenkor&n, 

4.660 

u 

it 

Derbend, 

4.538 

tt 

tt 

Samur, 

4.792 

it 

Average of nineteen values, 

4.527 grammes. 
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Hence it is seen that the particular values vary in either direc- 
tion from this average, to as much as +0.342 gr. and —0.352 gr., 
and I accordingly believe that the value of the mithkal may be 
taken at 4.5 gr. without fear of any considerable error. 

Accepting, then, 4£ grammes as the equivalent of a mithkal, 
we shall find that the weight of a cubit cube, 28,605.647 mith- 
kals, is 128,725.41 grammes. In order to compare with this 
the Weight of a cubic metre of water, it will be necessary to 
reduce the latter to the conditions of Ghaznah with respect to 
temperature, atmospheric pressure, and intensity of the force of 
gravity. Calling m 3 the weight of the cubic metre of water, and 
considering only the temperature of the water of 'Abu-r-Raihan, 
we shall find m 3 = 998,901 gr., which would be the weight of a 
cubic metre of water in Paris at 16°.67 C. in a vacuum. Now, 
according to the experiments of M. Regnault, a litre of dry air in 
Paris, at zero of temperature, and under a barometric pressure of 
760 mm., weighs 1.293187 gr. ; a metre, then, will weigh, under 
the same conditions, 1293.187 gr. The intensity of gravity at 
Paris, g, is 9.80895 m. ; and at Ghaznah, g\ 9.78951 m. ; then d\ the 
weight of a cubic metre of dry air at Ghaznah, will equal 931.241 

S r* As we have no means of ascertaining the hygrometric con- 
ition of the atmosphere during the experiment of 'Abu-r-Raihan, 
we are compelled to treat it as if perfectly dry : by deducting, 
then, d! from m s , we shall render this latter number in all respects 

comparable with c 3 , and we shall have -- =0.1291, and — = 

m 3 7 m 

_== 0.505408 : c, then, equals 505.408 mm., a value which dif- 
fers from that which we obtained by comparing the Arab meas- 
urement of a degree with our own, by 14.896 mm., that is to 
say, by about the average thickness of six grains of barley laid 
side by side ; and I think we may assume, without danger of too 
great an error, c= 500 mm. Notwithstanding the hypotheses 
which I have been compelled to introduce into this calculation 
in order to render it practicable, the result obtained by it seems 
to me preferable to that derived from a comparison of the dimen- 
sions of the earth, for here we can at least form an approximate 
idea of the amount of possible error, while in the other case we 
are deprived of all power of applying a test, by our ignorance 
■respecting the degree of precision of the geodetic instruments of ‘ 
the Arabs. 3 4 

W, This furnishes us the means of ascertaining the fineness of the 


f * The accelerating force of gravity is here calculated by the formulas g'—g 

(1- 0.002588 cos. and r= 20,887,538 (1+0.001644 cos. 2f); where 

£=34°, and *=7000 Eng. ft ; and by the formula d f =d ~ h l { \ 
r , gh V 3000+11/'/ * wnero 

/ is the temperature m degrees of Centigrade. 1 
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silver wire by wbicb 'Abu-r-Baihan measured the side of his 
45c 

cube, for iv = — — , or .000924c, or .462 mm. This ne plus ultra 

of the skill of the Arab jewellers will seem to us coarse enough, 
compared with the silver threads obtained by the ingenious pro- 
cess of Wollaston, of which the diameter is only .0008 mm., or 
■suTTTnr of an English inch. But it should not be forgotten that 
it is not long since .006 mm. was regarded as the limit of the 
ductility of gold thread, and that accordingly, considering the 
imperfect mechanical means which the Arabs had at their dispo- 
sal, a metallic wire of a thickness less than half a millimetre 
was in fact something remarkable. 

On examining the determinations by the Arabs of specific 
gravities, we see that they had weighed, in all, fifty substances, 
of which nine were metals, ten precious stones, thirteen mate- 
rials of which models were made, and eighteen liquids. The 
smallness of the list ought not to surprise us, for most of the 
substances which figure in our modern lists of specific gravities 
were entirely unknown to the Arabs. What is much more sur- 
prising is the exactness of the results which they obtained ; for 
the coarseness of their means of graduating Jheir instruments, 
and the imperfection at that time of the art ofpass-making, ren- 
dered incomparably more difficult then than now this kind of 
investigation, which, in spite of the immense progress of the 
mechanical arts, is still regarded as one of the most delicate 
operations in physical science. It is very remarkable that the 
Muslim physicists, who had detected the influence of heat on 
the density of substances, did not notice its effect upon their vol- m 
ume : at least, the dilatation of bodies by heat is nowhere men- 
tioned by our author ; and this circumstance, together with their 
ignorance of the differences of atmospheric pressure, introduces 
a certain degree of vagueness into the values which they give 
for specific gravities. In comparing, as I have done in the fol- 
lowing table, our author’s valuation of specific gravities with that 
obtained by modem science, I shall regard the former as having 
reference to water at the freezing point, and under a pressure of 
760 mm., both as not knowing what else to do, and as supported 
by these two considerations : first, that we have already noticed 
the slight difference between the densities given by our author for 
cold and hot water, and that which is true of water at the freez- 
ing and boiling points ;* secondly, that our author, according to 
bis own statement, made the greater part of his determinations 
at Jurjantyah, which, in my opinion, is no other than the modem 
Kuna-Urghenj, a city situated about four geographical miles from 
the point where the Oxus empties into the Sea of Aral, where 
he was able to raise the temperature of water to 100° C., and 


* See p. 80. 
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which consequently must be at the level of the sea. The mod- 
em values of the specific gravities are given, for the most part, 
and when not otherwise noted, from Schubarth’s S amml ung 
physikalischer Tabellen (Berlin : 1849) ; a few are taken from 
the Annuaire da Bureau des Longitudes, Paris, for 1853 (marked 
“Ann.”), from Schumacher’s Jahrbuch for 1840 (“S.”), from 
Brande’s Encyclopedia (“Br”), from Hallstrom, as cited ’above 
(“H.”), and from Gmelin’s Chemistry (“G.”). The substances 
are arranged in the same order as they have been given in our 
author’s tables. 


Substances. 

au 

Gold, 

Mercury, 

Lead, 

Silver, 

Bronze, 

Copper, 

Brass, 

Iron, 

Tin, ^ 

Celestial HyacintbJ^p 
Red Hyacinth, 

Ruby of Badakhshan, 
Emerald, 

Laps Lazuli, 

Fine Pearl, 

Cornelian, 

Coral, 

Onyx and Crystal, 

Pharaoh’s Glass, 

Clay of Siminjan, 

Pure Salt, 

Saline Earth, 
Sandarach, 

Amber, 

Enamel, 

Pitch, 

Wax, 

Ivory, 

Black Ebony, 
Pearl-shell, 

Bakkam-wood, 

Willow- wood, 

Sweet Water, 

Hot Water, 

Ice, 

Sea-water, 


Specific Gravities : 

- to 'al-Khkzini. acc, to modem authorities. 


19.05 cast, 

13.56 

11.32 
10.30 

8.82 ] statuary l , 

( gun-metal, 

8.66 cast, 

8.57 

7.74 forged, 

7.32 English cast, 

3.96 Oriental Sapphir 
3.85 ** Ruby, 


2.501?"^’. 2.628-2.81 
I Mountain-crystal, 2 . 686 - 2.88 
2 49 ) English mirror-glass, 2.45 
' ( “ flint- “ 3.44: 


19.258-19.3 .. 

13.557 

11.389-11.445 

10.428-10.474 

8.95 Ann. 

8.46 “ 

8.667-8.726 j 1^-1 

8.448-8.605 

7.6-7.79 

7.291 

4.83 

3.99; 4.28 Ann., S. 

2.678-2.775 

2.055 ; 2.9 Ann. 

2 684 \ Ann. ; 
I 2.617 S. 

2.62 

2.69 

2.628-2.817 


1.99 Clay, 
2.19 
1.11 
.71 
.85 
3.93 

1.04 white, 
.95 yellow, 
1.64 
1.13 


ass, 2.45 
“ 3.442 

1.068- 2.63 

2.068- 2.17 

1.05-1.09 

1.065-1.085 


1.04 white, 1.072 

.95 yellow, ’965 

*•64 1.825-1.917 

1-13 1.18 

2 48 ( Shell of Mactra podoli- ) 0 „ 

48 ( ca, of the Caspian Sea, j 2-647 
•94 Brazil-wood, 1 931 

*° .'585 

.958 boiling, 19597 H. 

.916-.9267 

1,041 1.0286; L04S. 


* At 11 0 .6 0., according to M. Ahi^h 
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Substances. 


Specific Gravities : 

acc. to 'al-Tthazini. acc. to modern authorities. 


Water of Indian Melon. 

Salt Water, 

Water of Cucumber, 

Water of Common Melon, 
Wine-vinegar, 

Wine, 

Oil of Sesame, 

Olive-oil, 

Cow’s Milk, 

Hen’s Egg, 

Honey, 

Blood of a Man in good health, 1.033 
W arm Human Urine, 1.018 

Cold « « 1.025 


1.016 

1.134 saturated solution, 

1.017 

1.030 

1.027 Vinegar, 

1.022 various kinds, 

.915 
.920 
1.110 
1.035 
1.4C6 


1.205 G. 


1.013-1.080 Br. 
.992-1.038 

.9176-.9192 
1.02-1.041 
1.09 
1-450 
1.053 Br. 




Oil 


This table shows us that the Arabs conceived much earlier 
than we the idea of drawing up tables of specific gravities, for 
the first European tables of this character are, according to 
Liber (Hist. Philos, des Progres de la Physique, iv. 113-114), 
due to Brisson, who died in 1806. The first person in Europe 
to occupy himself with determining the specific gravity of liquids 
was Athanasius Kircher, who lived 1602-1680 : he attempted 
to attain his purpose by means of the laws of the refraction of 
light. After him, the same subject drew the attention of Galileo, 
Mersennes, Biccioli, the Academicians of Florence, assembled as 
a learned body in 1657, and finally of the celebrated Boyle, born 
1627. The latter determined the specific gravity of mercury 
by two different methods : the first gave as its result 13 T 2 ? t, or 
13.76, the other 13 Jf, or 13.357; both are less exact than the 
value found by the Aj-ab physicists of the twelfth century. 


I will conclude this analysis by a brief description of the dif- 
ferent kinds of balance mentioned in this work ; I shall cite the 
text itself but rarely, and only when it contains something 
worthy of special notice. 

Our author first describes a balance which he calls Balance of 
Archimedes, and professes to quote the details respecting its use 
word for word from Menelaus : lap- lip- JpJ! JiUii !lXP, 
without, however, giving the title of the latter’s work. 

In order to ascertain the relation between the weight of gold 
and that of silver, Archimedes took, according to our author, 
two pieces of the two metals which were of equal weight in air, 
then immersed the scales in water, and produced an equilibrium 
between them by means of the movable weight : the distance of 
this weight from the centre of the beam gave him the number 
required. To find the quantity of gold and of silver contained 
in an alloy of these two metals, he determined the specific grav- 
ity of the alloy, by weighing it first in air and then in water, 
and compared these two weights with the specific gravities of 
gold and of silver. 





This is the figure of the Balance of Archimedes given in my 
manuscript:** 

oIt** 

<- * - Figure of the Balance of Archimedes. 


a. iCif 

Bowl for Gold. 


e. x b Ux li 
Movable Weight. 


b. &iasJ! x&f 
Bowl for Silver. 


Another balance described by our author is that of Mu- 
hammad Bin Zakariya of Bai. It is distinguished from that of 
Archimedes by the introduction of the needle, called by the 
Arabs qL-JJI, “the tongue,” and by the substitution of a movable 
suspended scale for the movable weight. The following is an 
exact copy of the figure representing it :* ® c 


e. iuaii x j-aaSi 'ilf 
Bowl for Silver, fixed. 


d. xiiui g 3 

Bowl for Gold, movable. 
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A note inserted in my manuscript between tbe two bowls, 
which I have copied and translated below, explains the mode of 
using this balance. 

U tjb 1 Jl>«***s K»ajLs» &£» x*s ^ 

v-jiilS jute t_> iXlc qLmJjI q-« v_jJui hj lx? j ^ LMy v_jLw^. -stXyij 
Cr» JUS La 2u«ui uj i U iA*c \_»ftXs L>-ji ^ S3! La!j 

w^S z} iLiafcS! Q» Jus La i_a3>AJ1 

jus Sx\£> 

When the body in question is pure silver, the howl containing it will 
be balanced at a, which is the extremity of the beam, and the place 
where the scale commences. When it is the purest gold, the bowl will 
come as near to the tongue as possible, at b. When it is mixed, it will 
stop at h, between a and b ; and the relation of the gold in the body 
to what it contains of silver will be as the relation of the parts [of the 
scale] a h to the parts ahb. Let this, then, be kept in mind with regard 
to the matter. 

A third balance described by our author is that of 'Abu- 
Hafs ’Umar Bin 'Ibrahim 'al-Khaiyami. I do not copy the figure 
of it, because it is in every respect similar to the balance of 
Archimedes, excepting the movable weight. Its application is 
very simple. A piece of gold is weighed in air, and then in 
water ; the same thing is done with a piece of silver ; and a 
piece of metal about which one is doubtful whether it is pure 
gold, or silver, or contains both metals at once, is also tried ; 
and the comparison of specific gravities thus obtained serves to 
settle the question. 

Finally, in the fifth lecture, he gives a very minute description 
of the balance of wisdom, according to 'Abu-Hatim 'al-Muzaffar 
Bin 'Isma’il of 'Isfazar. He begins by remarking that, the bal- 
ance being an instrument for precision, like astronomical instru- 
ments, such as the astrolabe and the zij 'as-safa'ih, 27 its whole 
workmanship should be carefully attended to. He next de- 
scribes the beam, the front-piece, juajydi, the two cheeks, 

between which the tongue moves, and the tongue itself, 
pUA'i . As regards the beam, he advises that it be as long as 
it may, “ because length influences the sensibility of the instru- 
ment ; ’ and indicates a length of four bazaar-cubits, or two 
metres, as sufficient. He gives to his beam the form of a paral- 
lelopiped, and marks upon its length a division into parts, two 
of which must be equivalent to its breadth. It must be of iron 
or bronze. The tongue has the form of a two-edged blade, one 
cubit in length ; but he observes, as in regard to the beam, 
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that the longer it is the more sensitive will be the instrument 
He directs to fasten it to the beam by two screws, after having 
carefully determined the centre of gravity of the beam, by 
placing it, experimentally, across the edge of a knife; and to 
fit it with nicettfj so that the centre of gravity may be as little 
displaced as possible. We do not stop to give the description 
of the tongue and its frame, and limit ourselves to copying 
exactly the accompanying figure, which represents these parts 
of the balance: 2 8 



a. iCoajjtii 

'•J 

Front-piece. 

b. 

Bending-place. 


After this, our author exhibits the general principles which 
concern the suspension of the beam of the balance. The passage 
deserves to be transcribed and literally translated, as is done 
below. 

vVttH* jjJk r bCs>i j, uatdS JbGi J 
cr* qLmJJ! qX; LsoLw plf 531 

xlaj »>— *-j KjbLS 

U*^" aljjp (Jx; UjIs L yuii^- xtuvj 

CT* [ * l ** ^ ^ 

v_*j>5 O’**** ijJuaXi x#v*iu adiij jJl*JS jfl* 

Section Foubth. [Lect 5, Chap. 2.] 

Scientific Principles of a General Nature, universally applicable relative 
to Determination of the Axis, the Place of Perforation [/or it\ and 
the Point of [its] Support [to the Beam~\. J 

The beam being columnar in shape, detached from the tongue, there 
are three varieties of axis : 1, the axis of equipoise, at the centre'of gravity 
of the beam, exactly in the middle of it, and perpendicular to its length • 
a© that the beam readily gyrates in obedience to equiponderanee fin its 
two equal arms], stopping, in its going round, wherever that [moving 
force] ceases to act, and not becoming, of itself, parallel with the horizon- 
because a right line drawn from the centre of the world to its centre of 
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I^Raciaj x*j*«jb US>l0> ,i. g ma j! ^ Ob^! s!3Ls? v_aibs j^>-_j». go-^-3 


V 6 (_w * ! a 



gravity.cuts it into like halves wherever it stops ; 2, the axis of reversion, 
between the centre of the world and the centre of gravity of the beam, so 
that, when the beam is put in motion, it turns, of itself, upside down, be- 
cause a right line drawn from the centre of the world [through the axis, 
when the centre of gravity is thrown out of that line] divides it into two 
parts differing one from the other, of which the one goingdownward pre- 
ponderates, and the beam is consequently reversed ; 3, the axis of [paral- 
lelism by] necessary consequence, above the centre of gravity of the beam, 
so that, when the beam is put in motion, a right line drawn from the 
centre of the world to its centre of suspension divides it into two parts 
differing one from the other, of which the one going upward exceeds 
in mass, and consequently preponderates and returns, and so the beam 
stops in a horizontal position ; because, in this case, a right line [drawn 
from the centre of the world to the point of suspension] divides it 

VOL. VI. J2 
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i -suaX- x g&ninB qXj iUi3*J ^^jjLwfclU 

aLi*s- i<5ii O^jcSi jfj* yviai^ 8 j&a-jj Lo^x. i iuaX i QJ"3 

1^ Q* _^S?. (»' £ ■*» M t^8(J M lyi J-fr£J ASJ Ic^jilrt 

y^jjU*oc» (jv . ♦.**«.» i i>^.i-jS g-L*- [*^*y (3>s*Jl y* 8 ^^LtJi _j^y* 
£ j> s v _jj_j3 Ui*> iitj Ki=* JL» Ui !lXS> »ji\> jjiaj 

q_j^Jj y\-4s»MiU gJx*»Ji _^»db jigs- ^1 

5 va*^’ j. Lists- iJL Oii^i A5 bU!^ 3 -jLj gg-jj gs-^*s j*Iix! J-jL&JI 

(M*^. rf^ 55 g-^ 5 ikLJi o-^* 5 *£?■ i^ ! /y o® 

^^3 isds-Uj gx-ji O-^ 1 *W"*^ Xra'tfcSjg (JVjaJuiS? ^JV^wju 

^LmJJ! JiS xLL ^5 jwiu! S3! LA, ^.^LJi j*£b- _ j£> SlXPj c<^' 

JiL agjLij -^3UJ! l ~jX alsL £ j* v_ftixi?. Ails xlsurt, ,5 xJlx j*-sLsiJ! 

into two like halves, and parallelism with the horizon is a necessary 
consequence. 

Let abjd 39 he a detached beam, let the line mn divide it into halves, 
lengthwise, and the line s 'a halve it across, and let h, the point where 
the two lines meet, be the centre of gravity of the beam. "When, there- 
fore, we set the beam on an axis [at that point], so that it obeys [the 
equal weights of its two arms], it stops whatever it is left to itself; 
because the right line sh/c, drawn from k, the centre of the world, to h, 
the centre of gravity, divides the plane abjd into like halves, according 
t* an explanation which it would take long to state. This equal divis- 
ion occurs, however the beam may incline. When we set [the beam 
on an axis at r,] above h, away from the centre of gravity, then the line 
Jcrs [drawn from the centre of the world to the point of suspension] 
divides the plane into two parts differing one from the other, of which 
the one going upward has the greater bulk, so that it preponderates 
and returns, and parallelism with the horizon is a necessary consequence. 
When we set the beam on an axis at h, below k, away from the centre 
of gravity, and the beam leans, then that part of it which goes down- 
ward preponderates; because the right line [drawn from the centre of 
the world to the point of suspension] divides abjd into two parts differ- 
ing one from the other, and the mass 30 going downward preponderates, 
so that the beam turns itself upside down. 

- So much for the beam when detached from the tongue. 

-In case of the combination of its own gravity with the gravity of the 
tongue, placed at right angles to it, in the middle of it, the common cen- 
tre of gravity differs from that of the detached beam, and must neces- 
sarily be another point ; and that other point corresponds to the centre 
of equipoise in the detached beam, so that, when the beam is set upon 
an axis [at that point], it stops wherever it is left to itself. r 
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j-gi J \Ji>5 o-toj XlaSS JJsj o J <r ~^ r. ^-5 

JjUJJj y^Ju giiwJ! ^w*jb -pLi^ (*^**^^ r!^ ! 

The tongue may be made fast above [the beam], in the direction of 
s, the point l becoming the common centre of gravity; and an axis a 
this point is the axis of equipoise. So that the axis of [parallelism byj 
necessary consequence is at any point fixed upon above l, because a 
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iJjAAi- oLe»5jJS aAgj Litoi Aij L^jOs ^>i3j JJf 

right line drawn to that [higher point, from the centre of the world] 
divides the plane [a bj d\ into two parts, of which the one going upward 
preponderates, so that it returns, and stops in a horizontal position ; 
and [an axis] at any point fixed upon below l is the axis of reversion, 
so that, when the beam inclines, that part of it which goes down- 
ward has the greater bulk, and consequently tips until it turns upside 
down. 

Should the tongue be made fast below the beam, in the direction 
of ’a, and so the common centre of gravity become the point s, then 
[an axis at this point] is the axis of equipoise, and, therefore, when 
the beam is put in motion, it stops wherever it is left to itself. But, 
when the axis is put above s, it becomes the axis of [parallelism by] 
necessary consequence, so that the part [of the beam] which goes upward 
returns, and stops in a horizontal position. When the axis is put below 
-s, it becomes the axis of reversion. 

Inasmuch as there is change [in the adjustment of the balance] in 
several ways : 1, in respect to the beam’s being either detached or joined 
to the tongue — [the tongue] standing up or reversed [according as it is 
made fast above or below the beam] ; 2, in respect to the [position of the] 
axis [in each of the cases supposed with reference to the connection of 
the beam] either at, or above, or below, the centre of gravity; 3, in 
respect to the place on the beam of the means of suspension of the two 
bftwls, either even with, or above, or below, the axis — twenty-seven 
incidents [constituting changes of adjustment] are made out, together 
with a result [as regards the action of the balance] dependent upon 
each particular adjustment, and we have drawn up for these incidents 
the following table : 
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Table of Variety of Incident •pertaining to the Balance . 3 1 
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The author farther describes the bowls of the balance, five 
in number. He advises to make them of very thin plates of 
bronze, and to give to three of them the form of hemispheres, 
measuring thirty divisions of the scale of the beam in diameter. 
The bowl destined to be plunged into water was finished at the 
bottom with a cone, in order that it might more easily overcome 
the resistance of the fluid during the immersion. The remaining 
bowl was spherical in shape. I here give the passage describing 
this last bowl, femarking only that it will be found not to corre- 
spond altogether with the figure d in the representation of all 
the bowls together, presently to be introduced, although evi- 
dently referring to that one. 3 3 

iPjbs » l-aBs (_^c kju!^ kibsui Ss>'j Ji 
kx>Ji S' tip s4 '****£> jiXsu q-. Ippf, 

kbjiij 8 _j£> ,^cXJS lXjla!! ^>1% JqB? 

j _b Byhc * klasiij 8 k^*3> q 

Bjjio L^aLc. jJlX jj ksO kiLsUali ksajuo lXA-U j*j ^Lotii cr» 

fi Lo LjJU i joVsOj ^Uxil £p> ykc k***A jfiy L >-js g>k*j 

Jf 8^sdjj Jf odixjj ^-nacuj Unl-iai 

k^wLs^i kaXl U-Afwjj iiX=-L LgX* 

Then we take a fourth clepsydra, [turning] on an axis h, of which the 
diameter measures thirty divisions [of the scale of the beam], as does that 
of the two air-bowls ; and we cut it on the two sides [of the axis], meas- 
uring five divisions [once and twice] in the direction of the axis, towards 
the centre of the bulge — of which cuts one is tnl and the other hmk — 
leaving, between the axis h and the point n, a distance of five divisions, 
and, between h and the point m, a distance of ten divisions, and calling 
1 1 the inner side, and h k the outer side ; so that the remainder [of the 
diameter of the clepsydra] between the two cuts measures fifteen divisions 
of the standard-measure. In the next place, we take a thin plate [of 
bronze], as large as the clepsydra, and mark upon it a circle opening with 
a certain spread, namely, of fifteen divisions of the standard-measure, and 
cut off from that [plate] all that is outside of that [marked circle] ; after 
which we cut that [circle] into two unequal parts, bend each part, and 
weld it, separately, to one of the outer edges of the two sides ; and we 
call this the winged bowl. 

Two of these bowls bore the name of “ the aerial,” k^ji^jd , 
and were permanently attached to the beam? Another bowl, 
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hemispherical in shape, might be moved along _the right arm of 
the beam; it was called “the movable” bowl, XliLii. The spher- 
ical bowl, also, was moved along the right arm. The bowl in- 
tended to be plunged into water was made fast underneath the 
aerial bowl of the left arm, and bore the name of “the aquatic” 
bowl, xIjLJS . As to the spherical bowl, its name, sufficiently 
explained by its form, just now described, and given to it in the 
extract, was “the winged” bowl, Our author adds 

that it was indispensable to have at least one movable bowl, 
in order to balance the two which were used when the body 
weighed was plunged into the water. 

The following is a copy of our author’s drawing of these five 
bowls grouped together : #r 



a. 

First, Right-hand Bowl. 

b, iUjliJi XiJi! 


Fourth, Winged Bowl, cut on the 
two sides. 


Second, Left-hand Bowl. 


1 1 . 


e. 1^1 ijlfij i&gy&M iudliii 

Third, Conical Bowl, called the 
Judge. 


Inner, Nearer Side. 

e. Xisuil m S' Xili 

Fifth Bowl, which is the Movable 
Bowl. 


Having devoted a paragraph to describing the form which 
should be given to the rings of suspension for the bowls, all of 
which are shaped like m in the figure on the next page, the 
author at length presents a complete drawing of the balance of 
wisdom. This we here reproduce, with all the accompanying 
explanations : 33 * 




above, on the left : above, on the right : 

ouaiSS Left Half, oLsUxail ' — suaiJ! Right Half, 

for Substances. for Counterpoises. 

along the beam, on the left : along the beam, on the right : 

SjS’UiJS Plain Round- XxiLi^- o!.xJtwJS Hidden 34 Round- 

point Numbers. point Numbers. 

under the beam, on the right : 
j, i ulc ji'Lii The Specific Gravities are marked on 

this Side of the Beam. 

a. Means of Suspension. /. X*jS_j^!S Air-bowl for the 

b. Front-piece. End. 

e. a LJJl Tongue. g. XUS^S XxiiaJi Second 

d. m5 D ! > LaJl Two Cheeks [of Air-bowl for the End. 

the Front-piece]. h. XiJUJS ^US Xif Third [or] Wa- 

e 1 and under the beam on the left: ter-bowL 

^ 5 qLwJj t. Xju US Xj?X^S Fourth [or] Wing- 

lXju jCU So! ed Bowl, 

wtxojx The Front-piece and the j. X »vali» xliuU Fifth [or] Movable 
Tongue as disconnected [from the Bowl, 

vot. vi. 13 
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Beam], because they are not con- 
nected until after Experiment 
■with regard to the Place of Con- 
nection. 


k. JsLiwJ! Basin. 

l. JoLiil ouaili (Jj; ioLa JS 

Pomegranate-counterpoise, which 
rides upon the Rising Half. 


Our author recapitulates, briefly, his description of the different 
parts of the balance of wisdom, and then proceeds to speak, in 
detail, of the mode of adjusting it. Nothing of what he says on 
this point deserves to be cited. I will only borrow from it the 
observation that the Arab physicists were accustomed to mark 
the specific gravities of different bodies, on the right arm of the 
beam, by points of silver enchased at different places along the 
scale, where the movable bowl was to be put in order to coun- 
terbalance the loss of weight of different metals and precious 
stones when plunged into water. This accounts for the term 
oljOc&Jt, “round points,” applied to marks of specific gravity 
upon the beam of the balance ; and similar usage in respect to 
all marks of weight upon the beam led to the more general ap- 
plication of this term. 

But, before proceeding to describe the application of this bal- 
ance to the examination of metals and precious stones, as to their 
purity — which will bring out all the workings of the instrument 
— I think it incumbent upon me to transcribe and translate the 
following passage, which is, without doubt, one of the most re- 
markable in the whole work : 




gUidi sLya cjiAs-J Ojlsu . g ho xXjj Laij 

Jykaail Q-» 2yj Uj aslihij KslJain J, oladbUjwvil 

jJOuj j L o UJl xXij AaoJj cJjyw lX-Uj sLa sLy*ii 

Section Fifth. [Lect. 5, Chap. 4.] 

Instruction relative to the Application. 

Air-weight does not apparently vary, although there is actual varia- 
tion, owing to difference of atmospheres. 

As regards its water-weight, a body visibly changes, according to the 
difference between waters of [different] regions, wells, and reservoirs, in 
respect to rarity and density, together with the incidental difference due to 
the variety of seasons and uses. So then, the water of some determined 
region and known city is selected, and we observe upon the water- 
weight of the body, noting exactly what it is, relatively to the weight of 
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tgJi (O-Sj XjJS j-SOU sLa KJ ijl ywaA?. Lo 

tJIo- OjLJt q;v> jj'Laif ^UL fbiwJt ^ v*^- (_^L*j -tLi q? 
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L*Lii o_<j! ^vJiLo till ^ k>5 &-*p £-L*f ioL^-wkS 

SiA^jj Ljli \3! ^1*5^ yb»«j "b L»^,Xj> j L»jl?» Lc«w^o S^L> 

^ *“**- > ^ 8v»XP ^5 

JjsS Joj_jl ^a K-uls-^s? SjjUit IgXyj ohliil 

ajLaw^ KliAXata sLmJIj 

one hundred mith kills ; and we refer [all] operations to that [result, as 
a standard], and keep it in mind against the time when we are called 
upon to perform them, if the Supreme God so wills. 

In winter, one must operate with tepid, not very cold, water, on 
account of the inspissation and opposition to gravity of the latter, in 
consequence of which the water-weight of the body [weighed in it] 
comes out less than it is found to be in summer. This is the reason 
why the water-bowl settles down when the water has just the right 
degree of coldness, and is in slow motion, while, in case it is hot and 
moving quickly, or of a lower temperature, yet warmer than it should 
be, the bowl does not settle down as when the water is tepid. The 
temperature of water is plainly indicated, both in winter and summer; 
let these particulars, therefore, be kept in mind. 

'Abu-r-Raiban — to whom may God be merciful ! — made his observa- 
tions on the water-weight of metals and precious stones in Jurjaniyah [a 
city] of Khuwarazm, early in autumn, and with waters of middling cold- 
ness, and set them down in his treatise already spoken of. 

This passage puts it beyond doubt that the Muslim natural 
philosophers of the twelfth century knew the air to have weight, 
though they were without the means of measuring it. The 
sentence italicized would lead one to believe that they had some 
means of measuring the temperature of water ; and, not to resort 
to the supposition that they possessed any thermometrical in- 
strument, even of the sort used by Otto Guericke, which was 
a balance, I think that they simply used the areometer for that 
purpose; and that this instrument was the means of their 
recognizing that the density of water is greater exactly in the ratio 
of its increase in coldness. 

^ s [ a tast citation of the words of the author whose work we 
have been analyzing, I shall transcribe and translate the passage 
m which he exhibits the application of the balance of wisdom to 
the examination of metals and precious stones, with regard to 
their purity. It is as follows : 
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3/s 3I«SS 
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qSjaJS jjiXajj 

{jO&tfl vj J-aHUJS, jU*JS j& } j&yQ- li/ yJiio bOjl SoS 

^^-y% JJ-JI xwoojj Aj 3 UOj-*J (_c^>- AaJ.ltS *atfS 3,! bLlUjS Ji yyLoS^SS 

Chapter Fourth. [Lect. 6.] 

Application of the Comprehensive Balance. 

Having finished experimenting with the balance, and fixing npon it 
the [points indicating] specific gravities, it only remains for us to go 
into the application of it, and the trial -of a [supposed] pure metal or 
precious stone, by means of the two movable bowls [that called “ the 
movable” and “ the winged”], reference being had to specific gravity, 
•with the least trouble and in the shortest time, by way of distinguishing 
[such metal or precious stone] from one which is alloyed, or from imita- 
tions, or from its like in color — the substance being either simple or 
binary, not trinal, nor yet more complex. 

We adjust the two air-bowls of the balance, put the water-bowl into 
Hie water, and then set the movable bowl at the [point indicating the] 
■specific gravity of the given substance, and equilibrate by means of the 
pomegranate-counterpoise and the scale, until the tongue of the balance 
stands erect. Thus we proceed when the trial respects simple sub- 
stances. When the trial is in reference to a mixture of two substan- 
ces, or a fancy-likeness in color, we set the two movable bowls at the 

S ro points indicating the] specific gravities of the two substances, and 
ng the balance to an equilibrium, with the utmost precision possibly 
and make the trial. . - - *- " - 
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<JU o'i '/_*=■- j' 'j^ o^ o' y -*P V^k“ c5^' ik. k 

iuLw lf^5 LwaJls* _jP (j«udi jlil' b'_S o^" U"'^ s V- 3 '"'?" i' 

v_*jik- ^ J nU^ li J-kilii! i_*jL^- ^ o'® s /k 

sliljMj XJ^f XaRS 8 j»ki ^ '<3' Wj sSj> ji*i' 

o'jIrJJ ^jiaJL ik^- cr* *+*"' ^ i' \j . lyks 

Section First. 

7WaZ of Single Simple Substances, after placing the Movable Bowl at 
the [ Point indicating the ] Specific Gravity of the Metal [or Precious 
Stone], and after the Poising of the Balance. 

When that is the trial which we wish to make, we weigh the substance — 
it being on the left, and the mithk&ls on the right, in the two air-bowls ; 
then we let it down into the water-bowl, until it is submerged, and the 
water reaches all sides and penetrates all parts of it. If there happens 
to be a perforation or a hollow place in it, that must be filled with 
water ; and the weigher endeavdH to have it so, taking all possible care 
that the water reaches all its parts, in order that there may remain in it 
bo hollow place, nor perforation, containing air, which the water does 
not penetrate, because a void place in the substance has the same effect 
as if it were mingled with something lighter than itself. After this 
we transfer the mithkals from the extreme bowl [on the right] to 
the movable bowl, placed at the [point indicating the] specific gravity 
of the substance ; whereupon, if tne balance is poised, and stands evt <&s 
not inclining any way, the substance is what it is [supposed to be], puflB 
whether a metal or a precious stone. Should the balance lean any wa^J 1 
the substance is not what it is [supposed to be], if a precious stone ; 
and, as to the case of a metal, it is not purely that, but only something 
like it, different from it. If the rising [of the beam] is on the side 
of the mithkals, the substance [being a metal] is mixed with some 
body heavier than itself ; if on the side of the substance, then with 
some lighter body. 

On the other hand, since the substance may not be an imitation, but 
may have been tampered with, and expressly made hollow, blown with 
air, fissured, or the like, trickishly, let that be looked out for, and made 
manifest, with regard to metals, by striking them. 
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*Jbsj JuU (3^9 iy ^ 5 ? (JV-^ CT t_S* 

jjoikxftj *S>iyXlS Xs^jm 

ys j_jlc iyul*i!» yy^a yxii yu^y Oou yOd&Uii y*-Sy Ills 

O* *4^ t5jr=*% tiy^* A^ L *^ J> ' J ? tWr-k^ 

»Sj5 ^ juUaS ,5^> A A jJ^i 

Si 

A) U^yaSXwij y-jL*JS Xftl'i J, sljjOol jfcS s Xm ss Im ^S XjLe. yyLuj_j^i1 £ 
S^lkB iiJ 5 U=C Q^jiS £*5 (3 1<A5> ijljS-i ^ *UB &y°5 
S&Uji ^*5bUii .LiiSi X + g it B jiyJ '•i** s * 

LpULai JlXXju > 0 !> LaB3> jS> Jjp i^iXXct ^li ^ bjLij ajSyi 

L&yhia £ yB u~-i> cr* _j-§i ^Lwlti qU t^y>B xliiuB 

«5ai ^ k\S> o>^ O 5 1-5 ^ /“l^- -S h\Pj ^ 

Section Second. 


Trial of a Binary, made up of any two Substances [supposed], e. g. of 
two Metals , and similar to Gold ; whereby the Assignment of their True 
Value to Dirhams and Binders is determined. 


After having adjusted the two extreme bowk and the water-bowl, we 
set the two movable bowls at the two [points indicating the] specific 
gravities of the two metals supposed, «Pt one of them at the [point indi- 
cating the] specific gravity of a precious stone, and the other at [the 
point indicating the specific gravity of ] its like in color, crystal or 
glass ; and then we poise the balance, with the utmost exactness, until 
its tongue stands erect. Then we weigh the body [under examination] 
■with the two air-bowls, taking the greatest care ; and in the next place 
dip it into the water-bowl, being careful that the water reaches all its 
-ts — which is a matter that the weigher can manage, as it respects 
§ places in sight, or seams, so as to be able to remove uncertainty — 
fr which we transfer the mithkak [from the air-bowl on the right 
Jand] to the movable bowl suspended at the [point indicating the] 
specific gravity [of one of the two substances supposed], and watch the 
balance. If the balance is in equilibrium, the body is that substance, 

K If it is not even, we transfer the mithkals to the other movable 
; and if the tongue then stands erect, the body is a colored imita- 
tion, having naturally the [latter] specific gravity. These remarks apply 
especially, though not exclusively, to precious stones. 

Jn the case of metals, when neither movable bowl brings the bal- 
ance to an equilibrum, the body is compounded of the two [metals 
supposed] ; and, if we wish to distinguish, [the quantity of] each compo- 
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tola yyddii*i! <3 vJ'Aaju ^ ^ oLlsi! 3 L»!j 

Q-o JoisLi*]! Ltc^ Lila iX>lj f 0-» .idL^s'L! La j. »**. ‘i ‘ IhXj! 

ijLi 00 ijjiiij ii^U^S ^J!- K lilU i i ^J! tyaau 8y (jylaJU-il 
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t-V>Lj Uli Xii JoSsUaJlj ^iAju 0 ^ *J^a *»dsLs (_cy>St 

«jLl< v_jyju aliLli yjySli ^ji! Ly^c! 5 oU 3L*J! JyJ! 0* iJ^aLuii *i ^ 
XjLc j^Jlc J-Aa^PO l*p/a jd&wa La Jj» jvA**! ( 3 la L p-u 

U-o j^_yLu ^ j,LL! (j lij j 5 ^i 3 ^ 0L-oJ! J-X-ou jJ !o! Lo!_j iC^uaJ! 
XoLio 0-a u-Ay U!j 0jj_j/^\*il 0-iy_jiL (j~^i La! ^SL*ili U-p-o 
JJii ^sj^L! 0 «, oj^° 5 ! l5 v _v > ii slil**, Ug*» ►! L^yAL, j^!y> 

lient of tlie mixture, we distribute the mithkhls, at once, between the 
two movable bowls [suspended at the two points indicating the specific 
gravities of the two metals supposed], giving some of them to the 
movable bowl [so called], and some of them to the winged bowl, and 
watch. If, then, the right side [of the beam] goes up, we transfer [mith- 
kals] from the bowl nearer to the tongue to that which is farther from it ; 
and, if the right side goes down, we transfer mithkals from the farther 
bowl to the nearer; and so on, until the balance is in equilibrium. Then, 
after it is even, we look to see how many mithkals are in the bowl [sus- 
pended at the point] of the specific gravity of a [supposed] metal, and 
those constitute the weight of that metal in the compound ; and the 
mithkals in the other bowl constitute the weight of the other com- 
ponent. If we fail to distribute exactly between the two bowls by mith- 
kals, we take the weight of the mithkals in Makkah-sand, or, when sand 
is not to be had, sifted seeds supply its place ; and we distribute the sand 
[or seeds] between the two bowls. When the balance is brought to an 
equilibrium, we weigh what is in each of the two movable bowls, and so 
is obtained a result as perfect as can be. 

Should the balance not be made even in either the first or the second 
instance [namely, by putting all the mithkals in one or the other of the 
two movable bowls], nor by distribution [between the two bowls], then 
the compound either does not consist of the two substances which may 
have been mentioned, or is composed of three or more substances ; or 
else the two [as compounded together] have been tampered with, and pur- 
posely fissured or hollowed. A cavity gives occasion for transfer of 
gravity and weight. One must be careful and considerate, therefore ; and 
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yli v>2) Jus -blxs?. q( V^SUs aXfijjj 

lXhj k\# Lusjj Ji-ii ^Ji JJiiJI JjLij ^jVyot l L iXsd JL& 

t3Lw Jju Sv3ls <Jwvi !3i Lcl^ ^yA slj £ 3 L u j> , g ^ 

jjZSS q! *-*^5 £J_Jr! (jl >-»uSUi u-*/ -« _y-ji ^>^5 u-oL^- 

tS * >yia ^ » | V O' V"^ j"*^ Juu« j, 0 w_kJu 

X*^ ^5 juijj J>s^j iwaaJ! Xa£» v_>£OJ5 ^Uu tS Uj>jF’ «WL> 

, ty uwj xa^Lfe Qjili vjiiL, K caftll 

|be way to be considerate is to watch [the balance]. I£ now, one of the 
twd sides [of the beam] goes up, and if, upon the transfer of gravity to 
the other movable bowl, this side still goes up, the tampering which we 
have spoken of is made certain. If one of the two sides goes up, and 
then, when there has been a transfer [of gravity], the other side goes 
up, the body is compounded of the two substances. 

The distribution [of weight] must be made agreeably to instructions ; 
and one must beware of being deceived in the second case concerning 
it, for example, in the case of a compound of gold and silver [supposed, 
hut not proved by. distribution] ; and, considering that there may be 
some hollow place within, which opposes [the discovery in it of] gold, 
and makes it [appear as if] of the lightness of silver, one should remove 
its weight to the bowl [adjusted] for silver ; whereupon, by reason of a 
hollow place, one’s conclusion may be changed. 


It is evident from this passage that the Muslim natural philo- 
sophers of the twelfth century had so elaborated the balance as 
to make it indicate, not only the absolute and the specific gravity 
of bodies, but also, for bodies made up of two simple substances, 
a quantity dependent on the absolute and the specific gravity, 
which may be expressed by the formula 

1 1 


x = W 


«r 

i 


*.gr. 

1 




d' ~ d" 


where W is the absolute weight of the body examined, s. gr. its 
specific gravity, d, d" the densities of its two supposed compo- 
nents, and x the absolute weight of the latter component . 35 In 
order to accomplish that object, however, they were led to make 
their balance of enormous dimensions, such as rendered it very 
inconvenient for general researches. 

I will bring this analysis to a dose by a concise exposition of 
the manner in which the Muslim natural philosophers applied the 
balance to leve llin g and to the measuring of time. 
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The balance-level consisted of a long lever, to the two ends of 
which were attached two fine silken cords, turning on an axis 
fixed at a point a little above its centre of gravity, and suspended 
between two sight-pieces of wood, , graduated. At the 

moment when the lever became horizontal, the cords were drawn 
in a horizontal direction, without deranging its equilibrum, and 
the divisions of the scales of the sight-pieces, corresponding to 
the points where the cords touched them, were noted. For lev- 
elling plane surfaces, use was made of a pyramid with an equi- 
lateral, triangular base, and hollow and open to the light, from 
the summit of which hung a thread ending with a heavy point. 
The base of the pyramid thus arranged was applied to the plane 
which was to be levelled, and carried over this plane in all 
directions. Wherever the plane ceased to be horizontal, the 
point deviated from the centre of the base. 

The balance-clock consisted of a long lever suspended similarly 
to the balance-level. To one of its arms was attached a reservoir 
of water, which, by means of a small hole perforated on the 
bottom of it, emptied itself in twenty-four hours. This reservoir, 
being filled with water, was poised by weights attached to the 
other arm of the lever, and, in proportion as the water flowed 
from it, the arm bearing it was lifted, the weights on the other 
arm slid dow*, and by their distance from the centre of sus- 
, pension indicated the time which had elapsed. 

Recapitulating, now, briefly, the results brought out in this 
analysis, we see : 

1. That the Muslim natural philosophers of the twelfth century 
were much in advance of the ancients as regards their ideas of 
attraction. It is true, they ventured not to consider this attrac- 
tion as a universal force ; they attributed to it a direction towards 
the centre of the earth, as the centre of the universe; and they 
excluded the heavenly bodies from its influence. 3 ' Yet they 
knew that it acts in a ratio of distance from the centre of attrac- 
tion. As to their strange supposition that the action of this 
force is in the direct ratio of the distance, having gone so far as 
they had in physics, they must very soon have discovered that 
it was not in accordance with nature. 

2. That they had sufficiently correct ideas respecting certain 
mechanical principles; that they knew the equation which con- 
nects velocity with space traversed and time employed in going 
over it; that they were in possession of several theorems relative 
to centres of gravity ; and that the theory of the loaded lever was 
very familiar to them. 

3. That, without yet daring to reject the ideas which had been 
handed down to them by antiquity as to heaviness and lightness 

vox., vi. 14 
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they already recognized that the air has weight, by the influence 
which it exerts upon the weight of bodies. 

4. That they observed the action of a capillary force holding 
liquids in suspension within tubes of small diameters, open at 
both ends. 

5. That they made frequent use of the areometer, which they 
had inherited from antiquity, and that this instrument, very 
probably, served them for a thermometer, to distinguish, by 
difference of density, the different temperatures of liquids. 

6. That they already had sufficiently full and accurate tables 
of the specific gravities of most of the solids and liquids known 
to them. 

7. That they had attained, as Baron v. Humboldt very cor- 
rectly remarks, to experimentation ; that they recognized even 
in a force so general as gravity, acting upon all the molecules of 
bodies, a power of revealing to us the hidden qualities of those 
bodies, as effective as chemical analysis, and that weight is a key 
to very many secrets of nature ; that they formed learned asso- 
ciations, like the Florentine Academy ; and that the researches 
of the students of nature in Khuwarazm, of the twelfth century, 
well deserve to be searched for and published. 

Here an inquiry very naturally suggests itself. It is generally 
known that, at the time when the taste for arte and sciences 
awoke to so brilliant a life in Europe, the Arabs powerfully 
influenced the development of several of the sciences. How 
comes it, then, that their progress in physics can have remained 
so completely unknown to the learned of Europe ? The answer 
seems to me perfectly simple. The immense extent of the Kha- 
lifate was a cause which produced and perpetuated the separation 
• and isolation of the interests of the various heterogeneous parts 
which composed it. A philosopher of Maghrib would doubtless 
understand the writings of a philosopher of Ghaznah ; but how 
should he know that such a person existed ? The journeys so 
often undertaken by the Arabs were insufficient to establish a 
free interchange of ideas ; even the pilgrimage to Makkah, which 
brought together every year representatives of all the nations 
subject, whether willingly or unwillingly, to the law of the Mus- 
lim Prophet, failed, by reason of its exclusive character, to modify 
in any degree that separation of moral interests which kept the 
different Muslim countries apart from one another. Moreover, 
the crusades had an effect to intercept communication between 
the Muslim East and West At length, the Mongol and Turkish 
invasions split the Muslim world into two parts wholly estranged 
from one another, and, so to speak, shut up the scientific treasures 
of each part within the countries where they were produced. If, 
now, we reflect that the era of the renaissance in Europe pre- 
cisely coincides with that same invasion of the Turks, we shall 
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clearly see why Europe could scarcely at all profit by the 
scientific monuments of the East of the Khalifate, and why the 
scientific experience of true Orientals has been almosl^ entirely 
withdrawn from its notice. 

Let me be allowed, in conclusion, to add a single observation, 
which is, that it is an error to attribute to Arab genius all the 
great results that the East has attained in the sciences. This 
error rests upon the fact that most of the scientific treatises of 
Orientals are written in the Arabic language. But would lan- 
guage alone authorize us to give the name of Roman to Coper- 
nicus, Kepler, and Newton, to the prejudice of the glory of those 
nations which gave them birth? Should, then, 'al-Hamadani, 
'al-Firuzabadi, 'al-Khaiyarm, and many others, figure in the his- 
tory of science as Arabs, only because they enriched the litera- 
ture of this people with the Makamat, the Kamus, expositions 
of the Kuran, physical researches, and algebraic treatises? It 
would be more just, as it seems to me, to restore these to the 
Iranian race, and to suppress the injuriously restrictive name of 
Arab civilization, substituting for it that of the contribution of 
the Orient to the civilization of humanity. 

Nihmat-Abad, 28 ^ C - , 1866. 

9 Nor. 

* 


Notes by the Committee of Publication. 

Besides re-translating the Arabic extracts in the foregoing article, 
and making other changes which are specified in the following notes, 
we have freely altered whatever seemed to us to admit of improvement, 
being desirous to do full justice to so valuable a communication, accord- 
ing to our best judgment and that of scientific friends who have aided 
us, and fully believing that our correspondent, if we could have con- 
sulted him, would have approved of every alteration which we have 
made. Comm, of Pubi.. 


I. Notes ok the Text. 

Referred to by Letters. 

F«g». 

4 . 1. 8, a, ms. juys? ; 1. 11 , b, ms. XuAs. 

6 . 1. 3, c, ms. ISOcaAs-. 

8 . 1 . 11, d, (^ 5^1 omitted in ms. 

UL 1. 6, e, ms. ; 1. 9 , ms. ; L 14, g y ms. 

ft, ms. L$J. 
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12. 1. 6, i, ms. ; 1. 8 , j, ms. ; L 13, k , ms. , 

I, ms. 0 f>\. 

13. 1. *«, ms. ; 1. 14, n, ms. , and so wherever else the 

name occurs. 

15. 1. 1, «, ms. ; 1.4,jp,ms./^il; 1. 11, 9,^.0^ omitted in ms. 

16. L 13, r, ms. 

17. 1. 2, », ms. jUa; 1. 7, t, ms. 

18. 1. 6, u, ms. AJtvJalij ; 1. 8, «, ms. — see note 3, p. 111. 

19. 1: 3, *r, * *»<•»■ '> • omitted in ms. 

80; 1. 11, ar, ms. u-j^Ua. 

-21. 1. 2, y, omitted in ms.; 1. 12, x, i omitted in ms., and 

so wherever else this numeral appears in the table of contents. 

82. 1. 3, a 2 , ms. -JS ; 1. 9, A 2 , ms. ; 1. 11, « 2 , ms. 

83. L 5, «f 2 , ms. KjoUj — T his correction is required by the statement 

of the contents of the second and third parts of the work given 
on page 17 ; 1. 11, « 2 , ms. — see preceding note. The num- 

bering of the chapters of this lecture has been altered in accord- 
ance with the corrections of the text here made. « 

84. 1. 10, r 2 , ms. for , 9 2 , ms. slo 

— A collation of the whole ms. from which our extracts are made 
is necessary to verify this statement. Some of the numerals indi- 
cating the numbers of sections are obscurely written in the ms. 
which we have in our hands ; and, though our correspondent’s 
analysis has given us certainty in some of the doubtful cases, it 
still remains uncertain whether the number of sections in chh. 1 

, and 3 of lect. 4, chh. 4 and 10 of lect. 6, and ch. 4 of lect. 7 is 
g i. e. 3, as stated, or ^ i. e. 8. We have also doubted whether 
to read j i e. 7, or 0 i. e. 4, for the number of sections in ch. 5 
of lect. 8 ; and what value to assign to a character, repeatedly 
used, which resembles the letter £. In our ms. of the table given 
on pages 73, 74, the same character is used for 0, but of course 
this is not its value in the table of contents. From its similarity 
to the Indian numeral for 4, and because in one instance the letter 
£ seems to be added to explain it, we have assigned to it that 
value. On the grounds assumed, the total number of sections 
comes out larger, by twenty-one, than the statement of our ms. 

28 . L 6, h *, ms. — see p ote P> 111 * 1- 7, < a , ms. — 
see note 3, p. Ill ; 1. 9, j 2 , omitted in ms. 
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Paije. 

80. 1. 6, Jfc 2 , ms. SCtalsMj ; 1. 10, 1 2 , ms. , 

32. 1. 8, m 2 , ms. jS' yi . 

33. 1. 10, m 2 , ms. Lg»r'i,ci, 

35. 1. 2, o 2 , ms- Ug«.,kctj , 

36. 1. 4, p 2 , ms. JWjS*- ^ , a fragment of a sentence, which we have com- 
pleted as in the text : jscmj ( _ r ^Ls:Ji 

in accordance with the French translation of our correspondent. 

37. 1. 2, q 2 , ms. |»Uu ; 1. 3, f 2 , ms. LfJat! . 

38. 1. 6, a 2 , ms. iC-fcj! , t 2 , ms. alii ; 1. 7, t* 2 , ms. t> 2 , ms. j 

1. 8, w 2 , ms. KjJiM ; 1. 9, a; 2 , ms. tii , y 2 , ms. ; 1. 10, * 2 , ms. 

43. 1. 12, « 3 , ms. 

45. 1. 9, ft 3 , ms. 

48. 1. 3, c 3 , ms. ; 1. 4, d 3 , ms. s^XcLS, 

49. 1. 9, e 3 , £ Uii OOkjJS IN supplied to complete 

the sense. 

51. 1. 2, f 3 , ms. ; 1. 6, g 3 , ms. X Ju&ll — by an oversight of the 

copyist, SdJiiSt and in this sentence were transposed ; 1. 7, 

A 3 , ms. ioyLJS ; 1. 12, i 3 , ms. JJ&I ; 1. 15, jf 3 , juybJi ^ 

^iLXjJL it Ljas supplied to complete the sense ; 1. 16, 
*e 3 , ms. ^.i . 

52. 1. 4, 1 3 , ms. XJLsiii c>-+-Jj oL*jLX! (j*L<iw v_»L fli. 

55. 1. 16, *» 3 , ms. *aJ}v3(j . 

59. 1. 4, m 3 , ms. j-U , o 3 , ms. ijof , p 3 , ms. , ^,s ( 

ms. • 

61. 1. 7, r 3 , ms. icpyi . 

63. 1. 2, a 3 , ms. ; 1. 7, * s , ms. ; 1. 9, 

supplied to make out the sense. 

64. 1. 12, ** 3 , ms. I grl , 

65. 1. 3, ® 3 , ms. 1. 12, t® 3 , ms. ,_£w3-kXJ!; 1. 17, * 3 , ms. Xil3. 

66. 1. 1, y 3 , Jooai! omitted in ms. 

69. 1. 7, * 3 , ms. 1. 10, « 4 , ms. 1.13, ft*, ms. qLo5, 

70. 1. 5, c l , ms. ; L 8, <**, ms. V^p 1 > ®S ms - 1» 9, ?*, 
ms. 

72. L 4, g*, ms. 
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75 . 


1. 2, h*, ms. LfeiUj ; 1. 3, i*, ms. ; 1. 6, j 4 , ms. ^ ; L 8, 

**» ms. . 

1. lj |* } before v-jLJ! ms. has (j~LJw ^ jw^ajS 

j $>2 Lffo \jop>\ tbU ^tvXiw 5 . But the second division of the book 

commences with the fifth lecture — see p. 17 ; and . . . £ 

is evidently a blundering anticipation of the title of this fourth 

chapter of the third lecture. 

** 

L 1, ** 4 , ms. iXc ; 1. 4, « 4 , ms. ; L 6, o 4 , substi- 

tuted for a word illegible in ms. ; 1. 7, 1» 4 , ms. f a^vK ; L 12, q*, 
ms. ; 1. 13, »* 4 , ms. 3 , a 4 , ms. »Lye. 

1. 1, < 4 , ms. o! jli ; 1. 13, u 4 , yyjU omitted in ms. ; 1. 14, « 4 , for 
£-?_)•> — Iwajj ms. has 

sjeij ; L 15, ic 4 , ms. sLa , at 4 , ms. A . 

78. 1. 1, v*, ms - '3^®**') * 4 > ms. JukSliU; o s , ms. LjjLa ; 1. 3, 6 s , ms. 


78 . 


77 . 


‘Mf’oot"; L 4, es, ms. Uy ; 1. 6, «**, ms. 
87. 1. 33, « 5 , ms. 

89. 1. 5, f l , ms. alsS, 


90 . 1 . 6 , g 6 , ms. jJUJt ; 1. 7, * 5 , ms. 

92. 1. 9, * s , ms. j^isc iyJUi — This correction is required by the mul- 
tiplication together of the numbers of the incidents combined. 
The enumeration just made involves nine specifications relative to 
the position of the axis, covering the two cases of separation and 
connection between the tongue and beam, and also the two cases 
supposed with regard to the position of the tongue when joined to 
the beam ; and this number nine is multiplied by the number of 
the specifications respecting the position of the line of suspension 
of the bowls. 


93. J 5 , ms. SiaJ' ; * 5 , ms. ; I 5 , ms. wyiax. 

97. 1. 15, »» 5 , ms. ; 1. 18, »» 5 , ms. 

98. 1. 29, o 5 , ms. jjtoijJS, 

99. L 5, p i , L i omitted in ms. ; 1. 6, 9 s , **==-> conjectural for an 
abbreviation of the ms. 

100. 1. 3, r 5 , ms. vXas ; 1. 7; * s , ms. ; < s , ms. ^L*i! , 

103. L 4, m 5 , ms. U§j ySi , ® 5 , ms. l&Xaai ; 1. 5, ic 5 , for (X-Jtii 

ms. has ? !• 12, ** • ms. . 


N. B. Some necessary changes of diacritical points are not here no- 
ticed. The original ms, it will be remembered, is without these points. 
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II. Notes on Translation and Analysis. 

Referred to by Numerals. 

1, p. 20. The length of the cubit, gi yAl! , was somewhat variable. 

We read (1.) of AjJ! gly5, the hand-dhira’, of the Spanish Arabs, meas- 
uring five o 1*0*3 , fists, each kabdhah of four gloi , fingers ; (2.) 
of the dhirS,’ called — cubitus a situl&, cujus magnitudinem 

aequat ita dictus, as Casiri says — used in Spain, which measured six 
kabdhahs ; (3.) of <XJ! , the exact-hand dhira’, used in 

the East, having the same length as the last named ; (4.) of clyXlf 

, the black dhiri’, so called because, as is said, its length was 
determined by that of the arm of a slave of 'al-Mamtm, measuring six 
fists and three fingers, and by which were sold the byssus and other 
valuable stuffs of the bazaars of Baghdad ; and (5.) of the dhira’ called 
or XjjOlt , of Persian origin, measuring one and a third of 
No. (3.), that is, eight fists. Our author elsewhere speaks definitely of 
iXJi giy3 , by which he probably intends iXJi g! ; i , and of 

the dhira’ of clothing-bazaars. What he calls the dhirk’, without 
qualification, is probably to be understood as No. (5.). See Casiri’s Bibl. 
Arabico-Hisp., i. 365, ff.; and Ferganensis . . . Elem. Astron. op. J. Golii, 
pp. 73, 74. 

2, p. 24. This term is explained by the figure of the Xil*, given on 
page 97. 

^8 , p. 25. Having satisfied ourselves that M. Khanikoff’s conjecture as 
W the authorship of the work before us is incorrect, we propose simply 
to give the substance of it in this note, in connection with what seems 
to us to be the true view. But we will first bring together a few notices 
of learned men whom our author speaks of as his predecessors in the 
same field of research, who are not particularly referred to in M. Khani- 
koff’s note on pages 24, 25. 

Sand Bin ’All is characterized by an Arab author quoted by Casiri, 
in Bibl. Arabico-Hisp., i. 439, 440, as follows : “ An excellent astrono- 
mer, conversant with the theory of the motion of the stars, and skilled 
in making instruments for observations and the astrolabe. He entered 
into the service of 'al-Mhmtm to prepare instruments for observation, 
and to make observations, in the quarter called ’ash-Sham&slyab at 
Baghdad ; and he did accordingly, and tested the positions of the 
stars. He did not finish his observations, on account of the death of 
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'al-Mamun. -With him originated, a well known astronomical table, 
which astronomers make use of to our day. Having been a Jew, he 
became a Muslim by the favor of 'al-Mkmun. Several well known works 
on the stars and on arithmetical calculation were written by him.” 

Respecting Yfthannh Bin Yftsif, Casiri, Id., i. 426, quotes the following 
from an Arab author: “Yulianna the Christian presbyter, Bin Yhsif 
Bin 'aJJEIkrith Bin 'al-Batrik was a savant distinguished in his time for 
'Wturj®^; bn the Book of Euclid, and other books on geometry. He 
J '* 1 ,tions from the Greek, and was the author of several 


fj iTT ' 

l-.gbn ^-Haitham of Basrah, whose full name was 'Abft-’Ali Muham- 
mad .Bin 'al-Hasan 'Ibn 'al-Haitham of Basrah, as we are told by Wiis- 
tenfeld in his Gesch. d. Arab. Aerzte u. Naturforscher, pp. 76, 77, was a 
.good mat.hemaGr.ian as well as skilled in medicine. He rose to eroi- 
snenee in his paternal city of Basrah, but, on the invitation of the Fktim- 
ite Khaltf 'abHkkim, A. D. 996-1020, went to Egypt to execute some 
engineering, for the irrigation of the country when the Nile should rise 
less high than usual. In this undertaking he failed. The latter part of 
'his life was devoted to works of piety and to authorship. He died at 
Cairo, A.H. 430, A. D. 1038. Our ms. gives him the title 
tut, as he was generally called from his native city, and the other title 
might so easily be an error of the ms., we have altered it to 


•as 


From an Arab author, again, quoted by Casiri, Id., i. 442, 443, we 
derive the following notice of 'Abh-Sahl of Kuhistan: “Wljan Bin 
Wastam 'Abh-Sahl of KOkistan was a perfect astronomer, accomplished 
jn knowledge of geometry and in the science of the starry lieavcns^gf 
the highest eminence in both. He distinguished himself under Jpe 
Buwaihide dynasty, in the days of ’Adhad 'ad-Daulah [A.D. 949-982 — 
see Abulfedae Annales Musi. ed. Reiske, ii. 454, 550]. After Sharf 'ad- 
Daulah had come to Baghdad, on the expulsion of his brother Samsam 
'ad-Daulah from the government of ’Irak [A.D. 986 — see Abulf. Ann., 
ii, 560], he ordered, in the year 378, that observations should be taken 
“oil the seven stars, in respect to their course and their passage among 
fheir Zodiacal signs, as 'al-M&mun had done in his day, and he com- 
mitted the accomplishment of this task to 'ALu-Sahl of Kuhistan. 
Consequently, the latter built a house within the royal residence, at the 
end of the garden, and there made instruments which he had contrived, 
and afterwards took observations which were written out in two declar- 
ations, bearing the signatures of those who had been present, in affirm- 
ation of what they had witnessed and were agreed in.” 
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To this supplementary note we will only add that we could not hesi- 
tate to translate the name of the person to whom Menelaus is said, to 
have addressed one of his books, which our correspondent failed to 
identify, namely (jwjiLuoLojii , by Domitian. As the emperor Domi- 
tian reigned from A. D. 81 to 96, Menelaus must have been living in 
his time. 

Respecting the authorship of the Book of the Balance of Wisdom, 
after observing that, although the dedication proves it to have been 
composed at the court of the Saljuke Sultan Sanjar (who reigned over 
a large part of the ancient Khalifate of Baghdad from A.D. 1117 to 
1157), the recent developments of the history of the Saljukes by Defre- 
mery afford no clue to the identification of the author, our correspond- 
ent quotes a passage from Khondemir’s Dustftr 'al-Wuzara' which he 
thinks may possibly allude to him, as follows : “ Nasir 'ad-Din Mahmud 
Bin Muzaffar of Khuwkrazm was deeply versed both in the sciences 
founded in reason and in those based upon tradition, and was especially 
able in jurisprudence after the system of 'ash-Sh&fi’i ; at the same time he 
was famed for his knowledge of finance and the usages and customs of 
the public treasury. He was the constant protector of scholars and 
distinguished men. The Khdhi ’Umar Bin Sahlan of Sawah dedicated 
to him his work entitled Masa'ir-i-Nasirl, on physical science and logic. 
In the Jaw&mi’ 'at-Taw&rikh it is stated that Nhsir 'ad-Din commenced 
his career as secretary of the administration of the kitchens and stables 
of Sultan Sanjar, and that, as he acquitted himself creditably in that 
office, the Sultan named him secretary of the treasury of the whole 
kingdom, and he reached at length the high dignity of Wazir,.but, on 
account of the modesty common to men of studious habits, and which 
was native to him, he could not properly perform the duties attached to 
it. The Sultan accordingly discharged him from it, and again entrusted 
to him the administration of the finances, which he transmitted to his 
son Shams .'ad-Din ’All.” On this passage M. Khanikoff remarks : 

“ I do not pretend by the aid of this j^assage to establish irrevocably 
that N5?ir 'ad-Din is the author of Ik treatise before us. But bis 
being a Khuw&razmian accords with what our author says of the place 
where he made his researches ; his participation in the administration 
of the finances would explain his having composed a work for the king’s 
treasury ; and lastly, the positive testimony of history as to his erudition 
. . . and the dedication to him of a work treating of physics give some 
probability to the supposition that he may have occupied himself with 
the subject. Thq absence of any direct notice of this treatise on the 
balance in his biography may be ascribed in part to the predilection of 
Khondemlr for politics rather than literary history, in consequence of 
VOL. vi. 15 
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which he rarely mentions the scientific labors of those whose memoirs 
he gives, and partly to the circumstance that a work destined for the 
royal treasury, lihe official reports of the present day, might remain a 
long time unknown to the public.” 

We have thought it proper thus to give the substance of our cor- 
respondent’s conjecture. But there can be no doubt that, in the ex- 
tracts 'from the Book of the Balance of Wisdom which M. Khanikoff 
has given us, the author names himself three times, though in so modest 
a manner as scarcely to attract attention. Instead of heralding himself 
at once, in his first words, after the usual expressions of religious faith, 
as Arab anthors are wont to do, he begins his treatise by discoursing on 
the general idea of the balance, with some reference, as it would seem, 
Jp She B&tinian heresy, which gave so much trouble to the Saljuke 
princes, and then simply says : “ Says 'al-Rhhzini, after speaking of the 
balance in general . . .” — see p. 8, and proceeds to enumerate the advan- 
tages of the balance of wisdom, so called, which he is to describe and 
explain in the following work Farther on, after a section devoted to a 
specification of the different names of the water-balance, and to some 
notices of those who had treated of it before him, he begins the next 

section thus : “Says 'al-Khazini, coming after all the above named . . .” 

see p- 14, and goes on to mention certain varieties in the mechanism of 
the water-balance. The form of expression which he uses in the latter 
jrf these two passages implies that 'al-Khazini is no other than the 
author himself; for Arabic usage does not allow Jjjy to be employed 
to introduce what one writer quotes from another, though nothing is 
more, common than for an author to use the preterit JtS , with his name 
appended, to preface his own words. Besides, if 'al-Khhzini is not our 
author, hut one of those from whom he quotes, who had previously 
treated of the water-balance, why did he not name him in the section 
appropriated to the enumeration of his predecessors in the same field 
of research ? In the title to a table which our correspondent cites in 
the latter part of his analysis, we read again: “Table etc. added by 
fabKh&rini” — see p. 69, whic^also intimates the authorship of the 
work before us, for the writerwBroduces that table as supplementary to 
one which he cites from another author. Yet farther, if our author’s 
Paine be really 'al-Khazini, bis statement respecting the destination of 
Jus work for the royal treasury — see p. 16— accords with his own name 
for 'al-Khkzmi signifies “related to the treasurer,” and, as M. Khanikoff 
Well observes, $,the Orientals show as much jealousy in affairs of state 
as. in their donfestic concerns.” 

: Who, then, * our 'al-KMzinl ? Though unable to answer this ques- 
tiqa deciairelyf We will offer some considerations with reference to it. 
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Possibly our author is the individual of whom D’Herbelot makes this 
record : “ Khazeni. The name of an author who invented and described 
several mathematical instruments, of which he also indicated the use” — 
see Bibl. Or., p. 504. Or he may be the same as 'Abu-Jafar 'al-Khazin, 
of whom an Arab author, quoted by Casiri, says : “'Abu-Jafar 'al-Kha- 
zin, a native of Persia, distinguished in arithmetic, geometry, and the 
theory of the motion of the stars, conversant with observations and 
their use, famed in his day for this sort of knowledge. He was the 
author of several works, among which is the Book of the Zij-'as-Safa'ih 
(gjliAoJI ), the most eminent and elegant work on the sub- 
ject, and the Book of Numerical Theorems (XjAAjJS <— )” — 

see BibL Arabieo-Hisp., i. 408. Von Hammer, apparently on the au- 
thority of Sedillot, fixes his death in A.D. 1075 — see Literaturgesch. d. 
Araber, vi. 428. Or our author may be identical with Alhazen, a person 
long known by name as the author of a treatise on optics translated by 
Risner, and published at Basel in 1572. It is also possible that one and 
the same individual is referred to under these several names. Risner 
intimates to us the original title of that treatise on optics in these words : 
“ et ut inscriptionem operis, qua authori est de aspeetibus, graeco, concin- 
niore et breviore nomine opticam nominarem and we hoped to be 
able to obtain from Haji Khalfah’s lexicon some information respecting 
other works by the same author, which should throw light upon the 
authorship of the work before us. But this clue to a reference proved 
insufficient, and after several fruitless searches we have not found any 
notice by Haji Ehalfah of the famous optician. As to the period when 
Alhazen lived, Risner declares himself ignorant, but supposes that it 
was about A. D. 1100 : it will be remembered that our author wrote in 
1121. That our 'al-Khazini was a native of Persia, as is asserted of 
'Abu-Jafar 'al-KMzin, there is some reason to suppose, from his occa- 
sional use of Persian words ; and here it may be well to observe that it 
is only by an error that Alhazen the optician is made a native of Basrah : 
the error is to confound him with Hasan Bin 'al-Hasan Bin 'al-Haitham 
of Basrah, which has been widely spread, though corrected by Montncla 
and Priestley — see Gartz, De Interpp. et Explanatt. Euclidis Arab., p. 22. 
The subject of the work before us is one which the Arabs were accus- 
tomed to class, with optics and other sciences, under the general head 
%of geometry — see preface to Haji Khalfah’s lexicon, ed. Fluegel, i. 35 ; 
and there is, indeed, a little sentence in our author’s introduction, which, 
with reference to the time when it was written, would seem even to 
betray a writer addicted to philosophizing on light : “ For the essence 
of light is its being manifest of itself, and so seen, and that it makes 
other things manifest, and is thus seen by” — see p. 7. Again, the style 
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(ft 'Abt-Jufar 'al-Kh&zin, as indicated in an extract from one of the toss, 
of the Bodleian Library, given in Catal. Bibl. Bodl., ii. 261, as follows : 

^5 tiki y* JwJiLij Jiilli ^lc tai 

, “ he aimed at brevity in the work, abridging the phraseology 
and diminishing the number of the figures, without removing doubt or 
doing away with obscurity,” which refers to a commentary on Euclid, 
seems to us very like that of our author. 

Upon the whole, we incline to believe that onr author and 'AM-Jafar 
'al-KMzin and the optician Alhazen, perhaps also D’Herbelot’s Khazeni, 
are one an4 the same person. We venture, at least, to suggest this, for 
confirmation or refutation by farther research. We, may here say that 
we have been in some doubt whether to read the name of our author 
'al-KMzin or 'al-Kh&zini, the Arabic ms. sent to us by M. KhanikofF, 
which gives the latter reading, not being decisive authority on this 
point. We beg our correspondent to settle the question by reference to 
the original ms. , For the proposed identification, however, it is equally 
well to assume the name to be 'al-Kh&zini, inasmuch as, according to 
fiisner, the author of the book on optics was called “Alhazen fil. 
Alhayzen,” that is, 'al-KMzin Bin 'al-Khazin, to which 'al-KMzini, in 
the sense of “ related to 'al-KMzin,” is equivalent. 

4, p. St. In reproducing this figure, we have struck out a point 
assumed in the original between h and t, and made use of in the fifth 
theorem, because it is of no service, and only makes the figure incon- 
AStent, and lees applicable to the following theorems. 

5, p. 39. It seems to us that the remark of our author here referred 
to is misinterpreted by M. KhanikofF. The former means simply to say 
that no interference with one another’s motion is apparent in the case 
of the celestial spheres, while he neither affirms nor denies the principle 
of universal gravitation. 

6 , p. 42. The figure here given of the areometer of Pappus is con- 
siderably altered from that presented by M. KhanikofF. The latter 
occurs twice in the manuscript, once in the Arabic text, and once in the 
translation : the two forms are of somewhat different dimensions, and 
are quite inconsistent with one another with respect to the details of the 
graduation, which are moreover, in both, altogether inaccurate. Both ® 
however, agree in offering, instead of a double scale, two separate scales, 
standing in a reversed position at a slight interval from one another. 
As it was impossible to reconcile such a figure with the directions given 
in the text, we have preferred to construct a new one, in accordance 
with our best understanding of those directions. In so doing, we have 
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been compelled to amend tie text slightly as regards the lettered points 
referred to, as well as the lettering of the figure itself inasmuch as tie 

latter in the manuscript was 
, so imperfect and inaccurate 
as to be unintelligible. For 
rfbe purpose of showing the 
alteration we have made, we 
present herewith an exact 
copy of the portion of the 
manuscript figure about the 
equator of equilibrium. It 
will illustrate also the manner 
in which the numbering of the 
instrument is indicated (very inaccurately upon the left scale) in the figure. 

T, p. 42. See the statement, on page 98, that the Arab physicists 
were accustomed to enchase silver points upon the right arm of the 
beam of the balance, for specific gravities ; and the description of the 
balance on page 97. To graduate by round points seems to have been 
the mode among the Arabs, 

8 , p. 47. We have constructed this table anew, and have corrected 
at many points the sixtieths of our original : in some cases, the readings 
of the latter may have become corrupt ; in most, there was probably a 
want of accuracy in the original constructor. 

The readings of the manuscript which we have altered are as follows: 


line of Numbers. 

Parts. 

Sixtieths. 

Line of Numbers. 

Parts. 

Sixtieths. 

105 

95 

16 

87 

114 

58 

104 

96 

12 

86 

116 

12 

103 

97 

9 

83 

120 

30 

102 

98 

6 

76 

131 

36 

101 

99 

3 

69 

144 

54 

99 

101 

2 

64 

156 

16 

98 

102 

5 

62 

161 

20 

97 

103 

8 

61 

163 

58 

96 

104 


55 

181 

50 

94 

106 

21 

52 

192 

20 

88 

113 

37 





There are also several cases in which we have retained the figures 
given by the manuscript, although not quite correct, when they differed 
by less than 1 firom the true value. Thus, opposite the number 106, we 
find set down a remainder of 21 sixtieths, while the true remainder is 
20.376, and, of course, 20 would have been more accurate. 
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9 , p. 50. We alone are responsible for the translation of this section, 
our correspondent having left it untranslated. In the lettering of the 
first figure here introduced, we have so far deviated from our Arabic 
original as to substitute g and » for g and respectively, in order 
to simplify the transcription.' 

# 

1©, p. 53. The meaning of this somewhat obscure statement is prob- 
ably as follows. Two heavy bodies at opposite extremities of a lever 
act upon each other by their gravity to produce motion, and remain at 
rest only when their common centre of gravity is supported. The same 
is true of balls thrown into a spherical vase : they act upon each other 
by their gravity to produce motion, and they remain at rest only when 
their common centre of gravity is supported, that is, when it stands 
over the lowest point of the spherical surface. 

11 , p. 54. In our reproduction of this figure, we have reduced its 
size one hall) improved the form of the “ bowl,” /, and given in the 
margin the explanations which in the original manuscript are written 
upon the figure itselfj at the points where the letters of reference are 
placed. 

12 , p. 56. We have taken the liberty of slightly altering our cor-, 
respondent’s manuscript in order to insert the table here given, because 
the latter seemed to be so distinctly referred to upon page 78 that it 
was necessary to assume that the Arabic work originally contained it. 
M. Khanikoff gives the mean weight for bronze as 11m, 2^ d. ; but, 
considering the acknowledged corrupt state of the manuscript in this 
part, we have thought ourselves justified in amending the reading to 
11 iru, 2 &, since this value is required by that of the “result” derived 
from it for the succeeding table. In the table on p. 78, it will be no- 
ticed, bronze is omitted. 

IS, p. 63. 'Ahmad 'at-Taifashi, in his book on precious stones, ed. 
Baineri, page 10 of text, describes the yakht 'asmhnjuni as including 
“the cerulean, that which resembles lapis lazuli, the indigo-like, the 
collyrium-like, and the dusky” — by which may be intended, as the 
editor says (annott., p. 80), all sorts of sapphire and aqua marina. 

14 , p. 63. According to 'at-Taifhshi, page 13 of text, the raiMni, or 
basil-like, is a variety of the emerald, “ of pale color, like the leaves of 
the basil the same authority defines the silki, or beet-like, as another 
variety of this mineral, “ in color like the beet,” that is, probably, like 
beet-leaves. 
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15, p. 64. In thus rendering the word , we conjecture it to 

- o 5 

be derived from Sibil witb the signification u circulus ungulae bubulae 
magnitudine,” as given by Freytag. Raineri gives us another reading 
for this word, namely Juil , and explains it as possibly signifying 
of Bukhara — see text of 'at-Taifashi, p. 35, and annott., p. 100 — 
which, however, seems to be quite impossible. The Arab mineralogist’s 
description of the species of onyx bearing this name is as follows : 
“ /Ml is a stone composed of three layers : a red layer, not trans- 
parent, followed by a white layer, also not transparent, next to which is 
a transparent, crystal-like layer. The best specimens are those of which 
the layers are even, whether thick or thin, which are free from rough- 
ness, and in which the contrast [of color] and its markings are plainly 
seen which corresponds to what Caesius, in his Mineralogia, Lugd., 
1636, p. 569, says of the most precious sardonyx, thus : “ Quaeres tertio 
qumnam sit sardonyx omnium perfectissima. Respondeo esse illam quae 
ita referat unguem humanum carni impositum ut simul habeat tres col- 
ores, inferiorem nigrum, medium candidum, supremum rubentem. . . . 
Nota autem, cum sardonyx est perfecta, hos tres colores esse debere 
impermixtos, id est, ut zona alba nihil habeat mixtum alieni colons, et sic 
de nigr& j| purpureA” But, if our reading is correct, and the 

derivation which we have suggested for the word is adopted, this species 
of onyx must have been so named from specimens with their layers of 
different colors intermingled, which the modern mineralogist would call 
by the name of agate rather than that of onyx. Perhaps, however, 

50 «>• 

the reading should be , from q! , the name of a certain 

plant, which we have not identified. In this case, the name would be 
similar in its origin to “basil-like” and “beet-like,” applied to varieties, 
of the emerald, and appropriate for specimens of onyx with either dis- 
tinct or intermingled layers, the veining of the mineral having nothing 
to do with its name. 

16 , p. 65. Caesius, Id., p. 520, says : “Dioscorides, Judaicus, inquit, 
lapis in Judaek nascitur, figura glandis, eWanter et concinne confectus, 
lineis inter se aeqnalibus veluti torno fa Wkf etc. PrdHj. D. Dana of 
Yale College, to whom we are indebted for the foregoing quotation, 
infers from this description that the Jews’ stone was the olive-shaped 
head of the fossil encrinite. Ancient physicians dissolved it for a 
draught to cure gravel, 'Ibn-Bait&r, in his Mufridat, ed. Sontheimer, 
i. 285, speaks of it in the same terms as Caesius does. 

IT, p. 65. Probably a fossil. M. Khanikoff quotes the following from 
the Kamhs : Ulj . . . jitiS! byJA iQ-fci 
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, “ The crab is a river-animal of great use ... on the other hand, 
the sea-crab is a petrified animal.” One might ask the question, whether 
the latter was so called because found in the sea, or whether that name 
implies a belief that the sea once extended where afterwards was dry 
land, in accordance with modem geological discovery. 

18, p. 66. In explanation of this term, our correspondent cites, from 
a Jaghatai Turkish translation of 'ai-Kazwtni’s ’Aja'ib 'al-Makhlhkat, a 
passage which states that “ the finest quality of glass was Pharaoh’s 
glass, found in Egypt.” The original Arabic gives no such statement 
under the head of glass. For an account of the translation referred to, 
see M. Khanikoff in the Bulletin Hist.-Phil. of the Imperial Academy of 
St Petersburg, for Nov. 8, 1854 (Melanges Asiatiques tires du Bulletin 
etc., ii. 440-446). 

19 , p. *72. We have substituted this citation from the original Arabic 
of 'al-Kazwlni for a passage which out correspondent here quotes from 
the Jaghatai Turkish translation referred to above. The citation of M. 
Khanikoff, of which only the first sentence is recognizable in the Arabic, 
is as follows : “ Khuw&razm is a vast, extensive, and populous province. 
Here is in it a city named Juijhnlyah — . The cold there is so intense 
that a man’s face freezes upon his pillow ; the trees split by* reason of 
the cold ; the ground cracks ; and no one is able to go on horseback. 
One of its 'frontiers is Khurks&n, the other M&waralnahr. The river 
Amfr [the Jaihfm], freezes there, and the ice extends from there to the 
little sea. In the spring, the waters of the little sea mingle with the 
water of the AmCt, and come to Khuwkrazm on which our correspond- 
ent observes : “ If I am not mistaken, this passage, which establishes 
with certainty that the waters of the Amft reached the Sea of Aral only 
dnring the spring freshets, is unique ; and it points out to us, perhaps, 
tire way in which the change of its mouth originally took place.” 

By way of illustration of 'al-Kazwini’s description of the lower course 
of the Oxus, it may not be amiss to cite what Bumes says of it in his 
Travels into Bokhara, iii. 162. Having spoken of its winding among 
mountains tiUjrit reaches th^jricinity of Balkh, Bumes says : “It here 
enters upon the desert by a course nearly N. W v fertilizes a limited 
tract of about a mile on either side, till it reaches the territories of 
Orgunje or Khiva, the ancient Kharasm, where it is more widely spread 
by art, and is then lost in the sea of Aral. In the latter part of its course, 
so great is the body of water drawn for the purposes of irrigation, and 
so numerous are the divisions of its branches, that it forms a swampy 
delta, overgrown with reeds and aquatic plants, impervious to the hus- 
bandman, and incapable of being rendered useful to man, from its un- 
varying humidity.” 
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80 , p. 73. These terms are explained by 3 passage appended to this 
section in the translation of our correspondent, for which he has omitted 
to give the Arabic text. We quote the translation here : 

“ All the substances mentioned in this section sink in water if the 
weight of their equivalent volume of water is less than 2400 tasshjs, 
and float if that weight equals or exceeds the same number. 

End of the first section.” 

81 , p. 74. It might be suspected that the word , “ivory,” 
should rather be eUjti! , “ resin,” this being one of the substances of 
which, in the opening of the chapter, our author proposed to give the 
water-equivalent As, however, the specific gravity derived from the 
equivalent given is 1.64, and that of the common resins is only about 
1. to 1.1, it is perhaps easier to assume that resin has been accidentally 
omitted from the table. 


88, p. 76. This process can be made clearer by an algebraic method 
of statement Let C— a cubit, e= the length of a side of the cube 
measured, and 2= the diameter of the silver thread : then C~4cfa 
i( c ~ i c ) '• but e=259/ ; therefore, C— 1082 fat. For the fraction ^ 
our author now substitutes because, as appears from their use in the 
table on p. 46, sixtieths are to him what decimals are to us, and fa are 


nearly equivalent to fa. 


C, then, equals 


64,923 
60 ' 


Substituting, in the 


proportion e 3 : (7 3 : : 9415 tassujs : the weight in tassujs of a cubic 
# cubit of water, the numerical value of the first two terms, we have 

17,373,979 : 273,650,1 80,698,467 : : 9415 : 686,535.53. If the original 
216,000 s 

fraction fa had been retained, the result would have been 686,525 


tassujs. 

The question naturally arises, why 'Abu-r-RaiMn had recourse to the 
use of the silver thread in making this experiment. It is evident that, 
when once we have the value of C expressed in terms of c, we may 
reject l altogether, and obtain the same result as before by the much less 


: : 9415 : 686,525. This fact, however, our author does not seem to 
have noticed. Was the silver thread, then, employed merely as a me- 
chanical device for facilitating an exact comparison of C and c i This 
seems by no means impossible, since, after finding the first remainder, 
and perceiving it to be equal to 46 diameters of the thread, the relation 
of that remainder to the side of the cube would be at once determined, 
without going through with the two additional, and mow delicate, 
von. vi. 16 



tv-' , . „ , . , 6,644,672 / 

laborious reduction of the proportion 1 : — ^ ^ 


i. e. 1 : 
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measurements otherwise required, and exposing the process to the 
chances of error to which they would give rise. We may also, per- 
haps, suppose that the original experimenter was actuated by a desire 
to fornish to any who might repeat the experiment after him the means 
of comparing their results with his, and that, in the want of any exact 
standard of measurement (since the measures may have varied in differ- 
ent localities not less than the weights are shown to have done by the 
table upon p. 81), he devised this method of the fine silver thread with 
the view of providing, in this case, such a standard. 

: - ! 9S, p. 78. We have introduced into this table a number of emenda- 
tions, which were imperatively called for. All the data for constructing 
itjhad been given before, in the table of water-equivalents upon p. 56, 
and the determination of the weight of the cubit cube of water just made, 
-and we had only to wort out, in the case of each metal, the propor- 
tion : the water equivalent of the metal, in tassujs : 2400 : : 686,535.53 : 
the weight of a cubic cubit of the metal. For mercury, the manuscript 
gives erroneously 387,973 m.; for silver, 294,607 m.; this would be 
the correct result if the calculator, by a slip of the pencil, had taken 
686 , 435.53 as the third term of his proportion. For tin, the Arabic 
gives 209,300 ; but, as the translation presents the correct number, the 
former must be an error of M. Khanikoff’s copyist. The column of 
'ist&rs is left unfilled in the Arabic manuscript ; our correspondent had 
supplied the deficiency, but incorrectly in tbe majority of cases (all ex- 
cepting mercury, silver, and iron). It admitted, indeed, of some ques- 
tion how many 'istArs our author reckoned to the mann : we adopted^ 
( 40, both because that seems to be the more usual valuation, and because, 
by assuming it, the column of fractions of 'istArs comes out in most in- 
stances quite correct : only in the case of lead, the manuscript gives a 
remainder of £ + i; in that of iron, £; of tin, i + i- The same valu- 
ation of the 'istAr was assumed in correcting the reading at the bottom 
of p. 77, where the great corruption of the whole passage, and the 
absurdity of its unamended readings, was very evident. 

p. 82. Considering the uncertain character of even the main 
.dements entering into this calculation, and that its result cannot accord- 
ingly be otherwise than approximate only, it seems to us that our cor- 
respondent might have spared himself the labor of calculating the 
effects of an assumed difference of temperature, pressure, and gravity : 
the modifications which are thus introduced lie far within the limits of 
probable error from other sources ; and, in fact, had these modifying 
circumstances been left out of the account, a result would have been 
drived at nearer to the value which. M. Khanikoff finally adopts for the 
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cubit than that which is actually obtained by his process. The value 

c = 500 mm., namely, supposes ^-=.1250; the actual value of the 

latter quotient, after modification of m 3 , is .1291 ; before modification, 
.1287. We have not, therefore, in this instance, been at the pains of 
verifying either the formulas or the calculations of our correspondent. 

25, p. 86. In reproducing the figure here given by our correspond- 
ent, we have reduced its dimensions one-third, without other alteration. 

26, p. 86. This figure also is reduced one-third from that given in 
M. Khanikoff’s manuscript. 

27, p. 87. We have here followed our correspondent in giving only 

the original term, not being sure enough of its precise signification to 
venture to translate it, though we think it might be rendered “table of 
plane projections,” or “planisphere.” The connection shows that it 
denotes some astronomical instrument ; and as well for this reason as 
because (ju.c, and not means “latitude,” besides that gy is 

not a plural, Casiri is wrong in translating gjlfoaJi ' n a 

passage quoted from him on p. 115, as he does, by “Liber Tabularum 
Latitudinum.” 

28, p. 88. This figure is an exact copy of that given by M. Khani- 
koff, except that it is reduced to one-third its original size. Its insuffi- 
ciency to explain the construction and adjustment of the parts which it 
represents is palpable. For farther explanation see note S3. 

29, p. 90. Our two diagrams on pp. 89, 91, though faithfhlly repre- 
senting their originals, are, for convenience, made to differ from them 
in dimensions. 

39, p. 90. Literally “the point going downward,” implying the 
conception of a concentration of the weight of a body in its centre of 
gravity. 

31, p. 94. We suppose the centre of gravity spoken of under the head 
of “ Determination relative to the Beam connected with the Tongue,’ 
in this table, to be the common centre of gravity of the tongue and 
beam united. This seems to us to be indicated both by the reading of 
the Arabic text of the table, as it came to us, and by the suppositions, 
respecting the connection of the tongue and beam, considered in the 
extract which precedes it. But some changes of reading were required 
to make the table correct. The following fragment shows what are the 
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specifications of tl#: text which we received, in those places where we 
have made changes. 


Determination relative to the Beam connected with the Tongue, 


. . . . 

. . [the Axis being] 
below file 0. 

[the Axi 

at the C. of Grav. 

s being] 

above the 0. | .... 



Revers. 

: 

* 

Revers. 

Nec. ParalL| Equip. 


Equip. 

Equip. 

Revere. 

Nec. Parall.|Equip. 






Qn the supposition that the centre spoken of is the centre of gravity of 
the beam, many more alterations would have been necessary. 


32, p. 95. Our correspondent did not translate this passage, so that 
we alone are responsible for the description of the winged bowl. We 
were about to offer some conjectures which seem naturally to suggest 
themselves in explanation of the peculiarities of this howl ; but, since 
lire have so little ground for certainty in regard to it, we prefer to waive 
the subject. It will be noticed that our two drawings of the bowl are 
dissimilar, and that the one which is given in the figure of the whole 
balance is the least conformed to the description of our author. 

**, P- 96. The figure of the Balance of Wisdom given here is as 
exact a copy as possible of the figure in M. KhanikofFs manuscript, 
excepting that it is reduced in dimensions one-third. Where the beam 
is Crossed, by the two slanting pieces, the shading of the one and the 
graduation of the other are both continued without a break, so that 
it is impossible to decide by the figure which is regarded as lying 
upon the other. This ambiguity the engraver has reproduced as 
well as he could. It is impossible, with no more light than we have 
on the subject at present, to determine the use and connection of all 
the parts of the balance here represented. There is even an appar- 
ent inconsistency between the figure on p. 88 and the drawing of 
the same part here given. The two drawings are, indeed, quite in- 
sufficient of themselves to explain the construction of the instrument. 
But what is especially to be regretted is that M. Khanikoff has 
omitted to cite our author’s* description of the axis and its pivots, or 
to give us so mueh as a hint of the mode in which the beam was 
held up. Yet, as the case now stands, a definition in the K&mhs of 
the use of the two sloping pieces represented in our drawings on 
opposite sides of the tongue of the balance, enables us to make out 
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some of the leading parts of the construction. Those sloping pieces 
are called by the name of , substituted for the ms. reading, 

, which makes no sense. Of this term the Sih&h says : 
qSjaJI ^Iwi yliio JiAU! , “the are those two 

pieces which show the tongue of the balance.” But the K&mfts is more 
definite, and says : 

wij ^Lo a! v^JUc aui 5 , “q^LsJ! with kasr signifies 
two pieces of iron which enclose the tongue of the balance, and sjj 
signifies that I have made for'the tongue such two pieces, and that it is 
jyfi , which is equivalent to saying that it has stops put to it.” Plainly, 
then, the tongue of the balance moved from one to the other of the 
two pieces of iron thus described, and must have been in the same plane 
with them ; and, since the middle vertical line of the tongue would of 
course range with that of its frame, the axis must have been bisected, 
longitudinally, by the same line. Thus, then, we are able to conjecture 
what the two parallel pieces in our larger drawing are intended to rep- 
resent They may be the supports of the two ends of the axis ; and 
the inconsistency between this drawing and the one on p. 88, which we 
have alluded to, may be only apparent For above the supports of the 
axis, and between the lower ends of the qS^Ls, there must have been 
an opening to allow the tongue to play within its prescribed field of 
motion — whether the frame of the tongue rested upon one of the sup- 
ports of the axis, as our large drawing seems to show, or stood between 
the two. In accordance with this view, we regard the figure on p. 88 
as representing only the tongue and its frame, and the bends at the 
bottom of it as bends of the . 

Both of the parallel pieces are represented as if indefinitely prolonged 
towards the right, and, though this may be a mere inaccuracy of draw- 
ing, it is not unlikely that they were attached, in some way, to a fixed 
upright support, on that side, for the sake of giving a more stable posi- 
tion to the axis. 

It remains for us to state the grounds on which we have assigned to 
the word ibaj the signification of “ front-piece.” This term is in- 
scribed, in both of our drawings, on the top-piece of the frame of the 
tongue, and also, in the larger one, along the nearer of the two parallel 
pieces, at e : so that one might think that two different parts of the struc- 
ture were called by the same name, on ae%unt of something in common 
between them ; or else that it was applied to the whole structure consist- 
ing of the frame of the tongue and the two parallels. But we believe 
the inscription of this Word along one of the parallels to be simply a 
misplacement, being there the first word of a sentence of Us- 
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planation which is finished under the beam on the left. We therefore 
regard this term as appropriated to the frame of the tongue. The 
etymology and form of the word itself give it the meaning of “ that 
which fronts but, unfortunately, neither the Sihah, nor the Karnus, 
nor any European dictionary of the Arabic which we have been able to 
consult, defines it in its application to the balance. 

’ In making these suggestions we have been aided by a scientific friend, 
Eev. C. S. Lyman of New Haven, to whom we desire to ^express our 
obligations. 

34, p. 97. So called, we may suppose, from their being obtained by 
calculation. 

35, p. 98. To explain this formula, 

Let W be the weight in mithkAls of a compound body (gold and silver) ; 

x the weight in mithkals of the silver contained in it ; 

w — x “ “ the gold “ “ 

Then (the spec. grav. of the compound) — W (its weight in air) 

divided by the weight of water which it displaces. But if d' and d" 

are the specific gravities of gold and silver, the water displaced by 

( W-x) mithkAls of gold will weigh ( W- x) -j- d' ; that displaced by x 

mithkkls of silver, x~d". Hence 

W W / W-x , W x , x 

■ = ».« or— 


W-x 


s.gr. 


mm X X 

By transposition, ^ ^ 


x 


36, p. 105. See note 5. 


W W 


d' 


s-gr. 


whence x — W 


1 

s.gr. 


1 

J' 


1 


We have just received, in the Journal Asiatique, v e Serie, xi., 1858, 
a paper by M. Clement-Mullet, which exhibits tables of water-equiva- 
lents, water-weights, weights of equal volumes of substances, and spe- 
cific gravities, derived from 'Abu-r-Raihkn, through the medium of the 
Ayln-'Akbari. The foregoing article will be found to correct and sup- 
plement the statements of M. Clement-Mullet's paper, in many particu- 
lars, as, indeed, it rests upon a much wider basis ; and we feel sure of 
ite meeting with a cordial welcome from the French savant, whose 
ifUrest in the subject has been manifested by valuable contributions to 
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oar knowledge of the sciences of the East. It may not be amiss, then, 
to indicate here some errors in the tabular statements of the paper 
referred to. 

Since the sum of the water-equivalent and the corresponding water- 
weight must in every instance be 100 mithkals, the water-equivalents 
given for mercury, silver, and emerald require the water-weights of these 
substances, respectively, to be 92.3.3, 90.1.3, and 63.4, instead of 92.0.3, 
90.1, and 68.4, as stated. 

The water-equivalent of copper is stated to be 11.3, whereas our 
author gives us 11.3.1 : but the weight assigned to the equal volume of 
copper also differs from our author’s statement, being 45.4 instead of 

45.3. This brings us to a point of greater apparent disagreement be- 
tween 'Abu-r-RaiMn and 'al-Khazini, the columns of weights of equal 
volumes. Now, as these weights must in every case be derived from the 
data furnished by the preceding columns, by a rule which our author 
gives, although it is nowhere presented in the quotation from the Ayin- 
'Akbari, we must be allowed to mention the following as errors under 
this head, viz: mercury 71.1.3 for 71.1.1, silver 53.5.1 for 54.0.2, bronze 

46.1.2 for 46.2, copper 45.4 for 45.3, brass 44.5.1 for 45, tin 38.0.3 for 

38.2.2 ; ruby (or red hyacinth) 97.1.1 for 97.0.3, ruby balai (if the same 
as ruby of Badakhshan) 90.2.2 for 90.2.3, emerald 69.2.3 for 69.3, cor- 
nelian 64.3.3 for 64.4.2. 

But, if we examine the statement of the weights of equal volumes in 
Gladwin’s translation of the Ayin-'Akbari, we shall find that this may be 
so interpreted as to come into exact coincidence with our author’s state- 
ment, in all but one of the cases here in question. For, supposing that 
Gladwin’s figure 8, wherever it occurs in the fractional columns, comes 
from a wrong reading of for £.=0, agreeably to a suggestion of M. 
Clement-Mullet, or is a mistake for 3==^; and farther, that Gladwin’s 
figure 5, given for tassfrjs in the weight of the equal volume of brass, is 
a mis-reading of o for • ; and lastly, supposing Gladwin’s mitbkal-figure 
4 in 94.0.3 for amethyst (or red hyacinth) to be a mis-reading of J 
for j — suppositions which derive support from an extended comparison 
of the tables given by Gladwin with the corresponding tables of the 
foregoing article — we obtain the following weights of equal volumes 
from the English translation of the Ayln-'Akbari, viz: mercury 71.1.1, 
silver 54.0.3 (instead of the true number 54.0.2), bronze 46.2, copper 

45.3, brass 45 ; amethyst (or red hyacinth) 97.0.3, ruby (probably ruby 
of Badakhshan) 90.2.3, emerald 69.3, cornblian 64.4.2. 

We have thus far passed over pearl and lapis lazuli, because the weights 
which the French savant gives to equal volumes of these substances 
show a double error — their respective numbers being transposed, while. 
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at the same time, the number truly belonging to pearl is 65.3.2, and not 
65.4. This transposition, though not the wrong number for pearl, 
occurs also in Gladwin’s translation ; and in correspondence with it, in 
both the French and the English presentation of 'Abu-r-Raihan’s results, 
the water-equivalents of pearl and lapis lazuli are transposed, that of 
pearl being 37.1 for 38.3, and that of lapis lazuli 38.3 for 37.1. If, how- 
ever, the specific gravity of pearl was supposed by the Arabs to be less 
than that of lapis lazuli, agreeably to our table, its water-equivalent 
must have been rated the highest. It is scarcely to be believed that 
any accidental difference of quality in the pearls of 'Abu-r-Raihan from 
those experimented upon by 'al-KMzinl, could have led the former to a 
water-equivalent for pearl precisely the same as that which the latter 
found for lapis lazuli. 

Again, M. Clement-Mullet’s list of specific gravities deviates in several 
instances from the results which should have been brought out by the 
water-equivalents given, as: silver 10.35 for 10.30, copper 8.70 for 8.69 
(according to 'al-Khstzinl, 8.66), etc. The specific gravity obtained 
for amber, 2.53, while agreeing with the water-equivalent assigned to it, 
39.3, so far exceeds the modem valuation as to occasion a remark by 
the French savant : but our author gives it a much higher water-equiva- 
lent, namely 118, and consequently a much lower specific gravity, 
namely .85. It would seem, then, altogether likely that not amber, but 
some other substance, was here referred to by 'Abu-r-Raihan ; perhaps 
coral, which is given by 'al-KMzini in the same connection. 

These remarks cover all the substances mentioned by 'Abu-r-Raihan, 
excepting gold, lead, iron, celestial hyacinth, and crystal — in regard to 
all of which there is no disagreement between him and 'al-Kh5zini— so 
that, besides their purpose in the way of criticism, they serve to show 
an almost entire identity between 'Abn-r-Raihan’s tables, so far as they 
go, and those of our author. The course pursued by the latter, in his 
tabular statements, would seem to have been to adopt, with some cor- 
rection, the results obtained by the earlier philosopher — to whom, it 
will be remembered, he frequently refers as an authority — and to add to 
them by experiments of his own. 
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1. Na is both a conjunction and a preposition, signifying and, 
even, also, with; it is also used as an interrogative particle. 
The same word na = and, with, etc., prevails among all the 
cognates of the Isizulu, along the eastern coast of Africa — at 
Delagoa Bay, Inhambane, Sofala, Tete and Sena, Quilimane, 
Mosambique, Cape Delgado; also in the Suaheli, the Nika, 
Kamba, Pokomo, and Hiau dialects. It is also common in some 
of the interior and western dialects; sometimes, however, with 
some modification of form and import ; thus, in the Mjxmgwe, 
na, m, n’ — with, for ; Benga, na = with ; Setshuana, na = with, 
and ; as nabo , with them ; n alu, with you. 

Corresponding to the use of na as an interrogative particle, 
which always follows the interrogative phrase or sentence, and 
takes an accent with the falling slide of the voice, the Mandingo 
has di in many cases ; and the Bornu language has ba, originally 
ra ; and this ra is the same word which is used iu that language 
as a conjunction = or. As the asking of a question implies the 
return of an answer — an additional remark — the indicating of a 
question by tbe use of a conjunction is not unpbilosophical ; nor 
does it differ in principle from the English, which makes most 
questions to end in an elevated or rising tone, thus indicating a 
state of suspense and the expectation of an answer. 
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2. Kga is a preposition, signifying by, through, by means of, 
on account of, in respect to, at, with, toward, near, about. The 
Setshuana has ga = at, with, concerning, of, from, respecting ; 
and the Mpongwe, go — at, upon, to; gwi= at, in, from; and 
gore = for, to, at. Some of the uses of ga in the Setshuana would 
seem to indicate its correspondence to the Zulu lea; and some of 
the uses of go and gioi in the Mpongwe are closely related to the 
use of ku in the Isizulu. 

3. Ku , the preposition = to, from, in, with, is not only used as 

a separate word, but enters as a prefix into the composition of 
several adverbs, especially those which are formed from adjec- 
tives. With the initial u, it forms the sign of the infinitive ; thus, 
vku tanda , to love. Ku is also found in many of the cognates 
of the Isizulu, both as a mark of the infinitive, and as an ele- 
ment in the formation of adverbs. Thus, in the Suaheli, ku 
nena, to speak; kufania , to make; Maravi, ku lira, to weep; 
Cape Delgado, Tete and Sena, ku rira ; Inhambane, ku lila — to 
weep ; Mpongwe, go kamba, to speak ; Setshuana, go bofa , to 
bind. So in adverbs, Tete and Sena have kunsha, Cape Delga- 
do and Sofala, kundsha , while the Inhambane has papandshe, all 
in the sense of the Zulu panhle, without, outside. So again, Tete 
and Sena and Quilimane have kuzogoro and padzugoro — before * 
Tete and Sena, kumbari and pambari = by the side ; kuzuru 
above ; kumbuio, after ; kuno, on this side. 5 

4. Ka. The particle ka, as seen in many adverbs, is originally 
a preposition— the genitive a hardened by&; thus, kakulu (of 
size), greatly ; kaloku (of this), now ; kanye (of one), once. The 
same is found in the Setshuana as a preposition separable — for, 
■fry? in, wilh.; and sometimes inseparable, and in the softer form 
ga; thus, gangue, once; gaberi, twice; gantsi, frequently; and 
in some words, as hagulu, the sound of g is reduced to a mere 
aspirate. The Setshuana has the preposition ka as separable, 
in some cases where the Isizulu has the inseparable pa; thus 
Setshuana ka pele = Isizulu pambili, before ; ka intle — panhle 
■without; kagare = pakati, within. We find ka used in the Tete 
and Sena as in the Isizulu ; thus, kabozi, Jcaposi, once; kavire-konze 
or kabiri-konzi, twice ; kaviri-kaviri, always. So in the Inham- 
bane, karinif how? karora, thus. 

5. Kwa is evidently composed of ku= to, from, + the genitive 

a, the sign of source, possession, and designation ; hence the gen- 
end signification, to, from, of, at, with, in— its more specific im- 
port being determined by its connection ; thus, ngi ya kwa Zulu 
I go to the Zulu country; ngi vein kwa Zulu, I come from the 
Zulu country ; abantu ba kwa 'Musi Musi’s people or the peonle 
are with Musi, are at his place, or they belong to him, according 
to the connection in which the phrase is used. So in the Suaheli 
m me kuenda kua, Wah, I went to the Governor- Mpongwe 
ageradaga gwi 'hnga, he went to (the) country. ’ r 8 ’ 
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6. Pa. The inseparable particle or preposition pa = close, 
near, by, at, in, among, which enters into so many of the ad- 
verbs and prepositions in Isizulu, enters in like manner into the 
composition of the same parts of speech in numerous African 
dialects, and is closely allied, if not identical, with a similar par- 
ticle in other families of language. Thus, in the Tete and Sena, 
pazuru, above; panze or panclze, below; pangoro pangoro, gradu- 
ally ; pambari, by the side; paboze, only ; pafupi, near; pakati, 
in the midst. In the Sofala, padoko padoko, gradually ; parnbe- 
dshe, before. In the Inhambane, papandshe, outside ; padokuana , 
slowly; pashani, above. In the Quilimane and Mosambique, 
changing p into another letter of the same organ, v; thus, vazuru 
and vazulu, above; vati=pansi in the Zulu, beneath; Mosam- 
bique, va, here, on this side ; vakuviri, near ; vamoza , once. In 
Cape Delgado, wakati = pakati of the Isizulu, in the midst ; 
papiri, sometimes. The Mpongwe has va — in, in the space of, 
both separable and in composition with other words, especially 
those which denote time ; thus, va, among, at ; va he, soon ; v ait- 
vena, now ; and the Benga has picle, near. 

Not only as a prefix, and in general signification, but virtually 
in form also, this particle pa is found in the English prefix by or 
be, German bei, Gothic hi, etc. And this prefix is perhaps allied 
to the Danish paa, and the Russian po; “ the Latin has it in pos- 
sideo and a few other words ;” and its prevailmg sense and chief 
element are found again in the Shemitic prefix* (i, beth) — a relic, 
perhaps, of an original language in common use before the dis- 
persion on the plain of Shinar, and a still living ligament between 
the three divisions of the tripartite tongue since known as the 
Shemitic, Japhetic, and Hamitic.* 

The substance of this particle pa is seen also in the Zulu 
interrogative adverb pi, which is sometimes joined with the 
preposition nga ; thus ,ngapi na? where? whither? whence? close 
upon what? about how many? — and sometimes with the personal 
pronoun, the subject of inquiry ; thus, upi na t where is he ? 
bapi na? zipi na? whereabout are they (in respect to situation, 
number, or quantity) ? Nor is this use of the particle confined 
to the Isizulu. The Inhambane has tingapi ? how much ? Tete, 
bangapi ? how many? Mosambique, gavi ? and Cape Delgado, 
vingapi? how many? Inhambane, itipi? where? whither? So- 


* We mast be permitted to observe that, while the extensive analogies traced 
by our correspondent among the languages of Africa appear to us highly interesting 
and important, we cannot regard it as safe, in the present state of philological sci- 
ence, to draw any inference from occasional and isolated resemblances to Indo-Eu- 
ropean or Semitic forms. When it shall be proved by cautious and comprehensive 
investigation, that a real connection exists between the Indo-European and Semitic 
families of languages, it will be time to make a similar attempt for other families 
more widely and obviously diverse from each other. — Comm, or Publ. 
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fala, api? Tete and Sena, kuponi? Quilimane, tan? Mosambiqne, 
vaif Cape Delgado, depi? — where? whither? whence? So the 
Saaheli, wapi? the Nika, luapi ? the Hiau, kwapi? — where? 
whence? whither? Saaheli, wangapi? which in number? In 
the Wakuafi we find the interrogative pronoun rdf = what? and 
pa, combined in the word pairdo? why? whereby? wherefore? 
So in the Quilimane parani? why ? because of. The Benga has 
ovet which? where? See also the Bornu language : yimpi ?■ at 
what time? when? ampi f which people? dandalpi ? which 
mosque? Mrpi? which slave? perpi? which horse? 

The root of the same adverb is seen again in the Zulu inter- 
rogative po ? poge? why? po ini? then why? ini po? why 
then ? and the classical scholar will readily observe the likeness, 
both in form and import, which this particle bears to the Greek 
nov, where? n 5?, how? nor, whither? etc. 

Many Hebrew scholars derive the Hebrew preposition b (a) 
from the noun beth, house, in the house ; hence in, by, near. In 
some instances its Hamitic equivalent pa (po, va, vo ) carries with 
it the idea of being at home ; thus, Sena, a ri po ? is he at home ? 
Mosambique, ngi ya vo, I am at home ; mukungu wa va, the 
master is at home ; u hi vo, he is absent. 

7: La is a demonstrative particle entering into the composi- 
tion of the demonstrative pronouns, and of a few of the adverbs ; 
thus, loku (la -f ukg), this, then, when ; lapa (la + apa [a + pal )’ 
here ; lapo, there ynapaya, yonder. 

8. Ya is an adverbial suffix, derived, perhaps, from the verb 
vkupa, to go ; denoting distance in place, and generally accom- 
panied by some gesticulation, as pointing the finger, or inclining 
the head = yonder. Thus, leya, that, or there yonder; lapaya, 
away yonder. The Suaheli has ya kale, far; Pokomo, huge, far, 
distant. The Setshuana and Mpongwe make use of la in a 
similar manner : thus, Setshuana, kalcala, far, distant ; Mpongwe, 
la, distant : so the Hiau, kola, distant. 

Apa, apo, apaya. In the adverb apa, we have the insepa- 
rable p« = near, close, by, and the genitive particle a, which is 
sometimes preceded and strengthened by the demonstrative la • 
thus, apa or lapa, here, at this place, hither, at the time, when • 
apo dr lapo, there, at that place, thither, where ; apaya or lapaya 
yonder, at a distance. In some of the neighboring dialects, this 
adverb has reference to adjacent or contiguous time as well as 
place. Thus, Inhambane, apa, here, now ; apa apa, just now ■ 
Mpongwe, vena, here; vate, soon; vale-vena, now; vava there- 
vana and mevana, yonder; Suaheli, hapa, here: Nika hiva - 
Pokomo hafa; Hiau, hapano—here, hither; Suaheli, lmpo] there- 
mahah hapa, hapano, thence ; Nika, kua hiva, hence (from hereV 
Benga, ohava, here; okavani, there; ovani, there, yonder- ovJ 
•where; pom, this moment ’ ' 
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10. Kufupi — short, near, not far distant. The root of this 
word, fupi, may be traced in many cognates of the Isizulu : in 
the Inhambane, Tete and Sena, pafupi, near; Suaheli, mfupi, 
short; karubi, near; Nika, mfuhi, short ; fefi, near; Kamba, mu- 
guwe, short ; waguwe, near ; Pokomo, mfufi, short ; hafufi , near ; 
Emboma, kufe, short ; Hpongwe, pe and epe, short ; Setshuana, 
gaufi, near; Kongo, kofi, short. In both the form and import of 
this word, there is much to suggest that it may be radically a 
mere reduplication of pa, originally = papa , near by. 

11. Ezansi, pansi. The root nsi, or ansi , which occurs in 
ezansi (ezi + ansini , contr. ezansi ), the locative plural of an obso- 
lete Zulu noun izansi = sand, sea shore, bed of a river, and 
hence ezansi , signifying sea-ward, down country, lower down, 
aground — which root occurs also in pansi {pa + nsi or ansi ) = 
aground, on the ground, down, beneath, below, under; and 
is doubtless seen also in amanzi = water, the sharp aspirate 
s having passed over into the weaker z of the same organ — 
is found, in substance, still in use with a similar meaning, in 
many Zulu cognates : Nbalemoe, nshi, sand ; Melon, nse, sand ; 
Ngoten, nshe ; Mbofon and Udom, nshishe; Eafen, aseve; Orun- 
gu, deseye, pi. maseye; Babuma, ndshie; Undaza, eshei, pi. man- 
shei — sand; Fanti, nsu, water; Quilimane, nuinshi, river; Zulu, 
amanzi , water, loc. emanzini , in the water ; Param, nzi and nze ; 
Papia, nshi and ndshi ; Pati, ndsi; Bayon, ndshib ; Mbamba 
andBumbete, andsha and mandsha ; Kiriman, mandshe — water. 
So also, Cape Delgado, madshi , water ; pansi, low place ; Tete 
and Sena, madzi, water ; pandzi, low place ; panze , or pandze, be- 
neath, on the ground ; Sofala, madshi, water ; pashi, low place ; 
Quilimane, (Kiriman?), mandshe or mainshe , water; Maravi, 
rnadze or matse, water; panze, beneath, on the ground; Cape 
Delgado, sini, beneath; Suaheli, madshi or madyi, water; nti, 
earth; tini, below; tini ya-, under ; Nika, mazi, water; si, earth; 
zini, below ; zini ya-, under ; Kamba, mansi, water ; ndi, earth ; 
deo, below; deo ya-, under; Pokomo, mazi, water; nsi, earth, 
below; nsi ya-, under; Hiau, messi, water; pasi ya-, under; 
Setshuana, metse, water; tlase or thlase, below, beneath, under. 

The connection between ezansi and pansi in the Zulu dialect, 
and many of the above words in its cognates, will be more appar- 
ent by observing that the s in these Zulu words has a kind.of 
guttural aspiration, which some have attempted to represent by 
the use of t, and by writing the words, as they are generally 
written in the Kafir (Xosa) dialect, thus, ezantsi, pantsi. 

12. Pezulu , pezu. The adverb pezulu, preposition pezu = over, 
above, on, upon (pa, near, at, + izulu, sky, heaven), is found in 
many of the neighboring dialects. In some it consists of the 
noun alone; in others, of the noun and preposition pa, or va, as 
in the Isizulu; thus, Tete and Sena, pazuru or kuzum, over, 
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above, up, upwards; Mosambique, vazulu, uzulu, ozulu, over 
above ; Quilimane, vazu.ru, above ; Suabeli, ju, above • ju ya- 
over; Nika, zulu, above; zulu ya-, over ; Kamba, ulu, above : zulu 
y a 'i pver ; Pokomo, zu, above ; ulu wa-, over ; so the Isizulu, 
pezulu, above ; pezu kwa -, over. The noun itself may be traced 
farther ; the following are a few specimens of its forms in 
different dialects: Fanti, esuru, sky; Avekwom, ezube, sky; 
Kongo ^Jw; Emboma, zulu; Basunde and Babuma, vulu; 
Mbomba and Bumbete yob; Kabenda, yilu and kuyilu; Kam- 
ban, asttlo and ozulo — sky, heaven. 

U.Enhh-, enhle, panhle. The preposition enhla, up, above- 
and the adverb enhle, in the field, abroad, without; also panhle 
(pa + enhle), without, outside, abroad— are all derived from the 
noxm mhla an open field, waste, desert, wilderness, an unculti- 
vated, desolate section of country; hence, an elevated, up-land 
district, since the natives prefer the rivers and fertile valleys- and 
hence the significations of the adverbs and preposition, Abroad 
Without, above The Inhambane has papandshe; Sofala, kund- 
ska ; Tete and Sena, and Cape Delgado, hmsha and kundsha— 
without, outside ; Suaheh, neb; Nika and Pokomo, use; Kamba, 
nsa; and Setshuana, lea inth — without, abroad. 

14 .Pakati (pa + kati, the root of umkati, space; isikati, time) 
= m the midst, between, within, inside. Among kindred dia- 
l^ts we have the following: Delagoa, tshikarre ha , in the midst 
of, Tete and Sena, mukati, within ; pakati pa-, in the midst of • 

2 the midst of ; Suaheli, kati, middle- 

kahkati, between; Nika, kahi, middle; kahikahi, between 
Kanaba, to middie; between; Pokomo, kahi, middle 

kahi kahi, between ; Ihsmjmkah, middle; pajirikati, between - 

^SZ r . e ' g ° 9are ’ middle ’ Centre - bet ^ Setshuana, 6 &a 

.X pamMli ’ In the w °rds kam- 

$*» of course kumbe, perhaps ; pambi or pambili, in front, be- 
fore; and kabili second (isibih, zimbili, etc., two), we find radi- 
^Hy the same element or elements, and the same generic idea 
boidi m the Isizulu and in many of its kindred dialects, yi z . ; hi 
OT mbe, bih mbih tnbeh = else, other, opposite ; and hence’ 
second, two, in front, before, of course, perchance, perhaps. The 
rapt mbe is still heard occasionally, especially from the older 
men, as an adjective m the sense of other, another; thus 1 
V^ ilmm ehmbe I do not know another saying, proverb fo 
umdabaezm.be, other matters (=izindaba ezinve) tLZi ’ i- 
havag i final instead of e, is not uncommon m the KafiwV”^ 
dialect, where it also signifies another, other a differ!? ^ 

form mkh or mbele, and m some another element- and 

the two combined : the, rokomoi S° t’w“ Mof S 
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and rule; Kum, mhe and mba ; Bagba, Bamozu, and Momenya, 
mbe; Nhalemoe, Param, Papia, Pati, Musu, and Puka, mba — 
two ; Kamba, Hi, two ; Kambali, He, two ; Suaheli, rnbili ; Nika, 
mbiri; Kiriman, belt; Meto and Matatan, peli — two. Kamba, 
mbe ; Soabeli, mbele ; Nika, Pokomo, Hiau, and Cape Delgado, 
mbere — before ; Sena, kumbare, opposite ; Tete, pambare, by the 
side- rribare, along beside ; Sofala, pambedshe, before; Orungu, 
tnbani, two ; Mpongwe, mbani vani, ambani, two ; mbe, or ; Icambe 
and kambenle, wherefore ; Benga, tombeti, either, or ; ibali, two ; 
Wakuafi, arre, warre, two; Setshuana, gaberi, twice; kapele , be- 
fore ; kampo, perhaps. So the verb, in Isizulu, pamba, cross, 
oppose; Mpongwe, simbia, oppose. We may notice also the 
resemblance, at least external, between some of these Hamitie 
words, as pambili, kapele , before, in front, and the Hebrew k’bel 
(bap), the front, over against, before. 

16. Kade, hide. Corresponding to the root de (fade, hide, long, 
far), the Kamba has ndi, far; Suaheli, nde, abroad; Mpongwe, 
da, nda, long; Setshuana, gute, far; guteni, far off; Galla, dera, 
high ; Nika, hire, far ; Tete and Sena, hutari, far, distant. 

17. Katshana. According to the form of this word, we must 
regard it as a diminutive of kati ( umJcati , space) = a short space, 
a little distant, not far away. But the use of the word by the 
natives always indicates rather a long distance, remote, far away. 
Hence they sometimes define it by giving kade as a synonym ; 
and they have recommended it as a proper rendering of such 
phrases as the prayer “ be not far from me, 0 Lord” = U nga bi 
katshana himi, 'Nkos\ It would be more in accordance with the 
signification which the natives give this word, to suppose it a 
diminutive of de, far, long, distant, a formation not much un- 
like impanjana (impandzhana), from impande; so kade, dim. ka- 
jana ( kadzhana ). The Efik has amjan, long ; the Kongo, tshela, 
long ; Sofala, tarribo, far, which would make the diminutive tan- 
jana ( tandzhana ), little far ; Mandingo, gang, long. 

18. Eduze — near, close, not far away ; Galla, deo, near ; Mo- 
sambique, uduli, after. 

19. Emva (errtuva, ngemva, nga semva, kamva) = after, behind, 
in the rear. The Tete and Sena dialects have buio, mumbuio, 
kumbuio, after ; ngambuire , beyond ; Benga, ombuwha, behind ; 
Inhambane, muawe, behind. This word, emva, is a noun origin- 
ally, umva , rear, from the verb va (uku va, to come) = come, 
follow after ; from which verb we have also the noun umvo, a 
remainder, or an excess over and above ten, twenty, thirty, or 
any exact number of tens — -what comes after ten or tens. And, 
as the native counts with his fingers, when he has gone through 
with both hands and made up ten, he turns back = a buya, and 
goes over the same again. Further knowledge of kindred dia- 
lects may show still closer relation than we now see, between the 



two verbs, ukuva, tocome, follow after, and uku buya, to return. 
Already we find: in the Batanga, via, come; Mpongwe, bia; 
Sofala, via; Mosambique, pia; Delagoa, buia — come; Nika, tua, 
follow; Suaheii, fuata, follow ; Nika, uya, return. TheMpon°we 
bas the adverbs fa and va, again. 

20. Neno, nganeno. The radical substance and general import 

of the adverb and preposition neno and nganeno, signifying on 
this side, prevail extensively in the cognates of the Isizulu. In 
some dialects its use corresponds to that of the Zulu apa ; and in 
some instances we find the two, or parts of the two, combined 
in One word ; and in some dialects we find va, where others use 
either apa or neno. Thus, Hiau, hapano, here, hither; Suaheii, 
hapano, thence ; Quilimane, uno ; Tete and Sena, kuno — here, 
on tins side; Tete, zani kuno ; Maravi, dzani kuno — come ye 
hdre; Mpo|gwe, gunu, here; Setshuana, monu, kuanu, here; 
kayenu, ndw^to-day; Quilimane, uvanene, now; Mosambique,’ 
nananu, nana.no, now, soon, just now; Tete, zapanupanu, now’ 
In Isizulu and Inhambane we have apa; in Tete and Sena, kuno • 
and in Mosambique, va — here. ’ 

This adverb and preposition neno is evidently compounded 
of a preposition (in the Zulu, na), and the pronoun second per- 
son plural (m the Isizulu, the conjunctive, genitive form, inu or 
enu, the sharp hnal u being softened to o; thus na + inu or mo 

— iteno) — within from you, between the person speaking and 
those addressed, this side of, hither, here ; as nganeno kwako, this 
side ol thee. Hence si lapa, we are here present (apa, close by) 

— si nmu, we are with you, on this side of (from which we ad- 
dress) you. So in Tete and Sena, kuno (= ku, to, by, 4- no, soft- 
ened from the suffix pronoun nu [as in anu, warm, zanu, etc. — 
yours, of you]) — by you; Suaheii, hapano (pa or apa, by, + the 
pronoun row ) ; Hiau, hapano — thence, hither, here ; Setshuana, 
menu (mo, m, among, + enu, suffix pronoun second person plu- 
, ) — kuanu (kua, at, + enu) = here ; Mpongwe, gunu 
(go, at, to , 4 - anuive, ye, contr. nu) = here. See also Tete, zapa- 
nupanu; Quilimane, uvanene; and Mosambique, nananu, nanano 

soon, 

21. Malungana (adverbial prefix ma , 4- lungana, be straight 
with— reciprocal form of the verb lunga, be straight, right) = 
straight with, over against, opposite to, side by side, near 

22. Kodwa. _ The Isizulu has kodwa (ka 4 udwa or odwa) = 
only, simply, singly ; and its various pronominal forms as naed- 

3 ***3 Z0dw ?' eto -- we - he, or they alone 

The Inhambane has moido, rnuedo, one; Quilimane, modlmodze 
one; Mosambique, moza; Maravi, modze; Kasands, Songo and 
Kisama, moshi and most ; Meto, modshi • Matstan 
moz^ne; the Galla and Pokomo, kJa, apS^on; *e 
GaB% or duwa, empty. vmd,- merely; thus the Gaik, ini 
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harka duwa dufe , lie comes with empty hands (i. e. hands alone, 
hands only) = Isizulu, izanhla zodwa. 

23. Kanti ( Tea + nti or anti, the contrary, but) = on the con- 
trary, but, whereas, yet, nevertheless ; Setshuana, kanti, whilst ; 
Kamba, ndi, but, yet ; Mpongwe, ndo, but ; Icande, because ; 
Mandingo, warante , or, or else. Query — has this word any con- 
nection with the Greek fotl, Latin ante ? 

24. Ze, vain, empty, naked; noun, ize, ilize, also ubuze, vanity, 
emptiness, nakedness, nothing ; Sena, peze ( pa + ize), false ; pezi, 
in vain ; zapezi, empty ; Mpongwe, zyele, not, nothing. 

25. Kakulu ( ka , of, + kulu, great ; verb, uku kula, to grow 
large) = greatly. The root of this word is very common in the 
kindred dialects ; thus, in the Delagoa, the adjective kulu, great ; 
Inhambane, kongolo ; Sofala, guru ; Tete and Sena, hum ; Cape 
Delgado, kulu — great. So in the Nika, mkulu; Pokomo, rnku ; 
Kiriman, ula ; Kisama, Lubalo, andLongo, kolu; Kasands, gola; 
Orungu, mpolo ; Mpongwe, polu and mpolu — great ; Setshuana, 
hagolu, greatly. 

26. Kutangi, day before yesterday ; Suaheli, tangu, since; tangu 
rniaka miwili, since two years ; Nika and Pokomo, hangu , since ; 
hangu miaka miiri , since two years ; Pulo, hanhi, yesterday. 

27. Izolo, yesterday; Delagoa, atolo; Sofala, Tete and Sena, 
zum; Quilimane, nzura, nzih ; Maravi, dzulo ; Nika and Poko- 
mo, zana ; Kongo and Basunde, zono; Kiriman, nzih ; Nyombe, 
dzono; Mimboma, ozono; Musentandu, zonu; Ngoala, ezo — yes- 
terday. 

28. Kusasa ( ku , it, + sa, yet, + sa, dawns ; ekuseni, locative case 
of uku sa, to dawn) — early (to-morrow morning) ; Mosambique, 
utana, early ; utsha, utshaka, in the twilight; Kamba, Icatene, early. 

29. Emini, at mid-day, in the day-time ; Avekwom, emini, to- 
day; Efik, irafin, to-day. 

30. Intamboma , 'matambam', afternoon, towards evening; Cape 
Delgado, ruremba, evening; Delagoa, adiamba va-pela, sunset; 
Inhambane, dambo ya gubele, sunset. 

31. Ngomso ( nga + umso, in the morning) = to-morrow, from 
the verb uku sa, to dawn ; Cape Delgado, matsesu ; Pokomo, 
keso ; Suaheli, kesho ; Setshuana, usasane, — to-morrow. 

32. Namhla ( na + umhla, with the day, this very day) = to-day; 
Delagoa, namasha; Sofala, nyamashi; Inhambane, nyanse, to-day. 

33. Ngemihla (nga + iraihla, pi. of umhla, day— by days)=daily; 
Sena, tsiko-zonke ; Mpongwe, ntshug ’ wedu, (every day) — daily. 

34. Endub, anciently ; manduh, at first (from ukwandula, an- 
dulela, to precede, be first) ; Mosambique, nyululu, old ; Hiau, 
longola; Nika, hngolambere; Suaheli, tangulia mbele — precede. 

35. Kanye, knnye {ka, ku, + nye, one)= once, at once, together ; 
Tete, kabosi; Sena, kabozi; Nika, vamenga; Kamba, wamue; Poko- 
mo and Mosambique, vamoza; Setshuana, gangue — once, together. 
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36. Kmingi, kuningi ( lea , hi, + ningi, much, many) = often, 
much, enough, plentifully ; Delagoa, nyinge; Inhambane, singi, 
tingi ; Tete and Sena, zinshe ; Mosambique, indshe ; Cape Delga- 
do, nyingi— much '; Suaheli, Nika, and Pokomo, nenji; Mpong- 
we, nyenge ; Setshuana, ganisi — much, often. 

37. KaKLe, kuhle (ha, ku, + hie, nice) = well, nicely, beauti- 
fully; Nika, who ; Kamba, neza; Setshuana, singtle — well. 

38. Futi, again, often; Sena, futi, since; Mpongwe, fa, again. 
Compare Gothic, ufta; English and Saxon, oft, often, etc. 

39. Nxa (noun inxa = side, sake, portion, interest) = where, 
if, when. Ngenxa Inga + inxa), on account o £ 

40. Ko, a word, or part of a word, probably from the verb ka; 
usually classed as an adverb, and used sometimes by itself, espe- 
cially in a negative connection, but more frequently in composi- 
tion, to signify present, extant, in being, here, there. The Tete 
and Sena dialects have uko, there ; Suaheli and Pokomo, huko ; 
Nika, hiko; Hiau, akolco — there; Setshuana, mo, kua; and 
Mpongwe, gogo — there. 

41. Kanje, mange = immediately, now, speedily, are generally 
supposed to be compounded of the adverbial preformative ko or 

; 0 a, and nje = thus, so, in like manner. But the ordinary use of 
me, nja, does not readily suggest the idea generally expressed by 
these words Iconje, mange = immediately, etc., unless we are to 
suppose that the notion of similarity, which ng'a is used to ex- 
press, bears hard upon the notion of sameness = same time, at 
once — a suggestion which has some color of support from the 
use of the probable synonym ga in the Mpongwe dialect, which 
ia there defined as signifying both like and same. For further 
remarks on these words, see the next. 

42. Masinyane (masinya, kamsinyane , kamsinya) = soon, im- 
mediately, speedily, quick, now, was probably derived from some 
noun or verb (now obsolete in the Isizulu), signifying speed, 
to hasten, be quick. And keeping in mind the laws of muta- 
tion among consonants in the Isizulu and its cognates — that s 
sometimes gives place to ts ; that h changes to tsh, and sometimes 
toy; m to ny; and mb, to nj — bearing in mind also that the 
nasal m or n is not really radical in some words, but introduced 
to soften down the hard elastic nature of a mute, m being taken 
by a labial, and n by a lingual — it is not improbable that further 
researches may prove both mange and masinyane , and possibly 
the verb tshetsha, to have a common origin, and to be, perhaps, 
radically the same as some of the following words in cognate 
dialects : Sofala, Nika, and Pokomo, samhi, now ; Cape Delgado, 
sambe (changing mb to nj~ sanje, meaning the same as the Zulu 
mange) — now ; Hiau, sambano; Tete and Sena, ku tshimbeUar— 
quick; tshwdritsa, shimbisa, shimbisisa, tshimbiza, fast, quickly; 
hi tskwdri-tshwibi, tshambizino, immediately, soon. 
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Now take one of these words, the verb skfH$nsa, change the 
causative into the reciprocal form, shimbana, restore the radical 
consonants to their original strength and simplicity, sh to s, and 
mb to b, and we have sibana , the form of which in the locative 
would be sinyaneni, contr. sinyane ; and prefixing the adverbial 
incipient too, we have masinyane; and from this, by prefixing lea , 
we have kamasinyane , contr. kamsinyane ; contr. again, kamsinya. 

43. Ngesibomu , ngamabomu {nga + isibomu or amabomu, pur- 
pose, design) — by design, on purpose, willfully; Nika, mbomu, 
great; ubomu, greatness. 

44. Nja , nje, an adverbial particle, signifying like, as, so, thus, 
and used, for the most part, in composition ; thus, njalo, njani, 
njenga, Iconje. Kamba, jau ? how? Hiau, kuajiji? how? Man- 
dingo, nya, a manner, a method; nyadi? how? in what way? 
Mpongwe, ga, like, same; egaleni, like, similar; Benga, nja ? 
who? what? Setshuana, yaka, yualeka, as, like; imana or yana, 
yualo or yah , thus. 

45. Njalo {nja, like, + h, dem. adv., this) = like this, so, thus, 
likewise. Kanjah (fat 4- njalo), thus, so, likewise. Inhambane, 
kararo , thus ; Galla, akana , thus ; Mpongwe, ga, egaleni, yena, 
nana, and fas, so, thus, after this fashion ; Setshuana, yualo, yalo, 
thus. 

46. Ini? (i, it, + ni? what? yini, euphonic y + ini; yini naf) 
= why? whether? Inhambane, para kinarii? why? Quilimane, 
parani ? why? Cape Delgado, mm? why? Suaheli, Nika, and 
Pokomo, kuani? why? 

47. Nganina? (nga, with or by, -f- ni? what ?) = how? why? 
wherefore? Inhambane, para kinani? why? Sofala, ngenye? 
why? Quilimane, parani? why? Suaheli, kuani? kua nini? 
ffetni ? Nika and Pokomo, kuani? nini? — why? wherefore? 

48. Njani na ? kanjani na ? (fax + nja + ni?) = how ? like 
what ? Inhambane, karini ? how ? Sena, kulajitS Suaheli, Nika, 
and Pokomo, kuani? nini? — how ? 

49. Ninti na? {ni? what? 4- ni? what?) — when? Sofala, 
Tete and Sena, Nika, and Hiau, rim? Quilimane and Mosam- 
bique, Unit — when ? 

50. Ai, the negative a prolonged and strengthened by the aid 

of the vowel i, and sometimes also by the semivowel y, ayi; or 
rrif aa ^ a ^ so an breathing h , giving hai, or hayi — no. 

The Mosambique has vai; Maravi, iai; Tete, ai-ai; Mandingo, 
a-a; Setshuana, ga — no. 

. 51. Aitshe {ai, no,, -f- tshe, no, obsolete in the Isizulu, but still 
m use among the Betshuana) =no, not so, not that, but; Sua- 
heli, sijio ; Jjj|ka, sejh — no. 

52. Amartga, a noun plural, signifying deception, falsehood, 
pretense ; hence the adverbial meaning, no, not so, it is false — 
from the verb uku unga, to feign, deceive, entitle. This root 



unga si still fe Mjp all along tlie eastern coast of Africa, in both 
nouns and verblf' all of the same import as amanga and uku 
unga in the Isizulu ; thus, Cape Delgado, ulongo, it is false, a 
falsehood, a lie ; si ulongo, it is not a lie ; Suaheli, urongo , a lie ; 
nena urongo, to tell a lie; Nika, ulongo, a lie, to tell a lie; Kam- 
ba, uwungu , a lie ; ajia uwungu, to tell a lie ; Pokomo, muongo , 
a lie; Hiau, anga, a lie ; Mpongwe, noka; Setshuana, aka — to lie. 

53. Ewe, a simple form of assent = yes; Suaheli, earn: Kam- 
bo, no, wiu — yes. 

54. Ehe, an expression of assent = yes, it is so. Mpongwe, 
ih; Mandingo, aha ; Benga and Setshuana, e or eh — yes. ’ 

55. Itshi, itshilo— the first form a contraction of the second 

(the pronoun %, referring to inkosi, the chief, + tshilo, the present 
perfect tense of tsho, speak) = he has spoken, assented, affirmed ; 
hence, yes, truly, it must be so. ’ 

56. Yebo (ye + bo) — yes, indeed ! Setshuana, ebo; Mandingo 
yd — yes. 


In the Isizulu, as in many other languages, especially ampng 
the tribes of Africa, the same word appears, according to its use 
and connection, sometimes as an adverb, and sometimes as a 
preposition, or as a conjunction. Several words which are used 
in the twofold capacity of an adverb and a preposition, when 
they serve as the latter, are always followed by another, as by 
kwa or na; thus, pezu kwomuti ( kwa + umuli), upon the tree • 
eduze nentaba (na + intaba), near the mountain. 

This use of a eomplemental preposition prevails in many of 
the cognates of the Isizulu ; thus, in the Tete and Sena, pakati 
pa-, m the midst of; a s pakati patsika, in the midst of the night 
mjdnight ; Inhambane, bakari nya- ; as bakari nyaushigu , in the 
midst of the n ight , midnight; Delagoa, tshilcare kadiambo, mid- 
day; Mosambiqps, nzua va- ; as nzua vamuru, midday; Cape 
Delgado, wakaSTwa- ; as wakati wamfula, in the midst of the 
rainy season, winter. So in the Suaheli, tint ya-, under ; ju ya- 
-pver; Nika, zini ya-, under ; zulu ya-, over; Pokomo, nsi ya- 
.junder; ulu wa- over; Hiau, past ya-, under, etc., like the Zulu 
pansi ton-, under, pezu kwa-, over. Or perhaps these and similar 
examples should be considered as instances of prepositions fol- 
lowed by the genitive, and more like the use of nqenxa va- • 
thus, ngenxa yake, on account of him, for cause of him In fact 
all examples of this kind serve to confirm the opinion that manv 
of the prepositions were originally nouns. J 

Urns undim, May 8 th, 1858. 
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TRANSLATION 

OF THE 

SURYA-SIDDHANTA, 

A TEXT-BOOK OF HINDU ASTRONOMY; 

WITH NOTES, AND AN APPENDIX. 

By Rev. EBENEZER BURGESS, 

FORMERLY MISSIONARY OF THE A. B. C. F. M. IN INDIA, 

ASSISTED BY THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION. 

Presented to the Society May 17, 1858. 


Introductory Note. 

Soon after my entrance upon the missionary field, in the Mar&tha 
country of western India, in the year 1839, my attention was directed 
to the preparation, in the Marathi language, of an astronomical text- 
book for schools. I was thus led to a study of the Hindu science of 
astronomy, as exhibited in the native text-books, and to an examination 
of what had been written respecting it by European scholars. I at 
once found myself, on the one hand, highly interested by the subject 
itself, and, on the other, somewhat embarrassed for want of a satisfactory 
introduction to it. A comprehensive exhibition of the Hindu system had 
nowhere been made. The Astronomie Indienne of Bailly, the first ex- 
tended work upon its subject, had long been acknowledged to be founded 
upon insufficient data, to contain a greatly exaggerated estimate of the 
antiquity and value of the Hindu astronomy, and to have been written 
for the purpose of supporting an untenable theory. The articles id the 
Asiatic Researches, by Davis, Colebrooke, and Bentley, which were the 
first, as they still remain the most important, sources of knowledge re- 
specting the matters with which they deal, relate only to particular 
points in the system, of especial prominence and interest. Bentley’s 
volume on Hindu astronomy is mainly occupied with an endeavor to 
ascertain the age of the principal astronomical treatises, and the epochs 
of astronomical discovery and progress, and is, moreover, even in these 
respects, an exceedingly unsafe guide. The treatment of the subject by 
Delambre, in his History of Ancient Astronomy, being founded only 
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upon Bailly and the earliest of the essays in the Asiatic Researches, 
partakes, of course, of the incompleteness of his authorities. Works 
of value have been published in India also, into which more or less of 
Hindu astronomy enters, as Warren’s Kala Sankalita, Jervis’s Weights 
Measures and Coins of India, Hoisington’s Oriental Astronomer, and 
the like ; but these, too, give, for the most part, hardly more than the 
practical processes employed in parts of the system, and they are, like 
many of the authorities already mentioned, only with difficulty accessi- 
ble. In short, there was nothing in existence which showed the world 
how much, and how little the Hindus know of astronomy, as also their 
mode of presenting the subject in its totality, the intermixture in their 
science of old ideas with new, of astronomy with astrology, of observa- 
tion and mathematical deduction with arbitrary theory, mythology, 
cosmogony, and pure imagination. It seemed to me that nothing would 
so well supply the deficiency as the translation and detailed explication 
of a complete treatise of Hindu astronomy : and this work I accord- 
ingly undertook to execute. 

Among the different Siddhantas, or text-books of astronomy, existing 
in India in the Sanskrit language, none appeared better suited to my 
purpose than the Sfttya-Siddhacta. That it is one of the most highly 
esteemed, best known, and most frequently employed, of all, must be 
evident to any one who has noticed how much oftener than any other 
it is referred to as authority in the various papers on the Hindu astron- 
omy. In fact, the science as practised in modern India is in the greater 
part founded upon its data and processes. In the lists of Siddhantas 

g ’ven by native authorities it is almost invariably mentioned second, the 
rahma-Siddh&nta being placed first : the latter enjoys this preminence, 
perhaps, mainly on account of its name ; it is, at any rate, compara- 
tively rare and little known. For completeness, simplicity, and concise- 
ness combined, the Shrya-Siddhhnta is believed not to be snrpassed by 
any other. It is also more easily obtainable. In general, it is difficult, 
without official influence or exorbitant pay, to gain possession of texts 
which are rare and held in high esteem. During my stay in India, I 
was able to procure copies of only three astronomical treatises besides 
the Sfirva-Siddh&nta ; the Qhkalya-SanhitA of the Brahma-Siddhanta, 
the SiddMnta-Qiromani of Bh&skara, and the Graba-Laghava, of which 
the two latter have also been printed at Calcutta. Of the Surya- 
Siddh&nta I obtained three copies, two of them giving the text alone, 
and the third also the commentary entitled Ghdharthaprakagaka, by 
Rangan&tha, of which the date is unknown to me. The latter manu- 
script agrees in all respects with the edition of the Sfirya-Siddh&nta, 
accompanied by the same commentary, of which the publication, in the 
series entitled Bibliotheca Indica, has been commenced in India by 
an American scholar, and a member of this Society, Prof. Fitz-Edward 
Hall of Benares; to this I have also had access, although not until my 
work was nearly completed. J 

My first rough draft of the translation and notes was made while I 
was still in India, with the aid of Brahmans who were familiar with the 
Sanskrit and well versed in Hindu astronomical science. In a few points 
also I received help from the native Professor of Mathematics in the 
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Sanskrit College at Puna, But notwithstanding this, there remained 
not a few obscure and difficult points, connected with the demonstration 
and application of the processes taught in the text. In the solution of 
these, I have received very important assistance from the Committee of 
Publication of the Society. They have also — the main share of the 
work felling to Prof. Whitney — enriched the notes with much additional 
matter of value. My whole collected material, in fact, was placed in 
their hands for revision, expansion, and reduction to the form best 
answering to the requiremen ts of modern scholars, my own engrossing 
occupations, and distlStce from the place of publication, as well as my 
confidence in their ability and judgment, leading me to prefer to intrust 
this work to them rather than to undertake its execution myself. 

We have also to express our acknowledgments to Mr. Hubert A. 
Newton, Professor of Mathematics in Yale College, for valuable aid ren- 
dered us in the more difficult demonstrations, and in the comparison of 
the Hindu and Greek astronomies, as well as for his constant advice and 
suggestions, which add not a little to the value of the work. 

The Sftrya-Siddhhnta, like the larger portion of the Sanskrit litera- 
ture, is written in the verse commonly called the floka, or in stanzas of 
two lines, each linO^Sting composed of two halves, or p&das, of eight 
syllables each. With its metrical form are connected one or two pecu- 
liarities which call for notice. In the first place, for the terms used 
there are often many synonyms, which are employed according to the 
exigencies of the verse : thus, the sun has twelve different names, Mars 
six, the divisions of time two or three each, radius six or eight, and so 
on. Again, the method of expressing numbers, large or small, is by 
naming the figures which compose them, beginning with the last and 
going backward ; using for each figure not only its own proper name, 
but that of any object associated in the Hindu mind with the number it 
represents. Thus, the number 1,577,917,828 (i. 37) is thus given: 
Yasu (a class of deities, eight in number) -two-eight-mountain (the seven 
mythical chains of mountains) -form-figure (the nine digits) -seven-monn- 
tain-lunar days (of which there are fifteen in the half-month). Once 
more, the style of expression of the treatise is, in general, excessively 
concise and elliptical, often to a degree that would make its meaning 
entirely unintelligible without a commentary, the exposition of a native 
teacher, or such a knowledge of the subject treated of as should show 
what the text must be meant to say. Some striking instances are 
pointed out in the notes. This over-conciseness, however, is not wholly 
due to the metrical form of the treatise : it is characteristic of much of 
the Hindu scientific literature, in its various branches ; its text-books are 
wont to be intended as only the text for written comment or oral expli- 
cation, and hint, rather than fully express, the meaning they contain. 
In our translation, we have not thought it worth while to indicate, by 
parentheses or otherwise, the words and phrases introduced by us to 
make the meaning of the text evident : such a course would occasion 
the reader much more embarrassment than satisfaction. Our endeavor 
is, in all cases, to hit the true mean between unintelligibility and diffuse- 
ness, altering the phraseology and construction of the original only s o 
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far as is necessary. In both the translation and the notes, moreover, 
we keep steadily in view the interests of the two classes of readers for 
whose benefit the work is undertaken : those who are orientalists with- 
out being astronomers, and those who are astronomers without being 
orientalists. For the sake of the former, our explanations and demon- 
strations are made more elementary and full than would be necessary, 
were we addressing mathematicians only : for the sake of the latter, we 
cast the whole into a form as occidental as may be, translating every 
technical term which admits of translation : since compel all those who 
may desire to inform themselves respecting the JKentifie content of the 
Hindu astronomy to learn the Sanskrit technical language would be 
highly unreasonable. To furnish no ground of complaint, however, to 
those who are familiar with and attached to these terms, we insert them 
liberally in the translation, in connection with their English equivalents. 
The derivation and literal signification of the greater part of the tech- 
nical terms employed in the treatise are also given in the notes,, since 
such an explanation of the history of a term is often essential to its 
full comprehension, and throws valuable light upon the conceptions of 
those by whom it was originally applied. 

We adopt, as the text of our translation, the published edition of the 
Siddhhnta, referred to above, following its readinp^nd its order of ar- 
rangement, wherever they differ, as they do in many places, from those 
of the manuscripts without commentary in onr possession. The dis- 
cordances of the two versions, when they are of sufficient consequence 
to be worth notice, are mentioned in the notes. 

As regards the transcription of Sanskrit words in Roman .letters, we 
need only specify that e represents the sound of the English ch in 
« church,” Italian e before e and i : that/’ is the English j : that f is pro- 
nounced like the English sh, German sch, French ch, while sh is a sound 
nearly resembling it, but uttered with the tip of the tongue turned back 
into the top of the mouth, as are the other lingual letters, t, d, n: 
finally, that the Sanskrit r used as a vowel (which value it has also in 
some of the Slavonic dialects) is written with a dot underneath, as r. 

' - The demonstrations of principles and processes given by the native 
commentary are made without the help of figures. The figures which 
we introduce are for the most part our own, although a few of them 
were suggested by those of a set obtained in India, from native mathe- 
maticians. 

For the discussion of such general questions relating to this Siddhanta 
as its age, its authorship, the alterations which it may have undergone 
before being brought into its present form, the stage which it represents 
in the progress of Hindu mathematical science, the extent and character 
of the mathematical and astronomical knowledge displayed in it, and 
the relation of the same to that of other ancient nations, especially of 
the Greeks, the reader is referred to the notes upon the text. The form 
in which our publication is made does not allow us to sum up here, in 
a prefece, the final results of our investigations into these and kindred 
topics. It may perhaps be found advisable to present such a summary 
at the end of the article, in connection with the additional notes and 
other matters to be there given. 



CHAPTER I. 


OF THE MEAN MOTIONS OF THE PLANETS. 

Contents: — 1, homage to the Deity ; 2-9, revelation of the present treatise ; 10-11, 
modes of dividing time ; 11-12, subdivisions of a day ; 12-14, of a year; 14-17, 
of the Ages; 18-19, of an .Eon ; 20-21, of Brahma’s life; 21-23, part of it 
already elapsed ; 24, time occupied in the work of creation ; 25-27, general 
account of the movements of the planets ; 28, subdivisions of the circle ; 29-33, 
number of revolutions of the planets, and of the moon’s apsis and node, in an 
Age ; 34-39, number of days and months, of different kinds, in an Age ; 40, in an 
AEon ; 41-44, number of revolutions, in an .Eon, of the apsides and nodes of the 
planets ; 45-47, time elapsed from the end of creation to that of the Golden Age ; 
48-51, rule for the reduction to civil days of the whole time since the creation ; 
61-52, method of finding the lords of the day, the month, and the year ; 53-54, 
rule for finding the mean place of a planet, and of its apsis and Dodo ; 65, to find 
the current year of the cycle of Jupiter ; 56, simplification of the above calcula- 
tions; 57-58, situation of the planets, and of the moon's apsis and node, at the 
end of the Golden Age; 69-60, dimensions of the earth; 60-61. correction, for 
difference of longitude, of the mean place of a planet a9 found ; 62, situation of 
the principal meridian ; 63-65, ascertainment of difference of longitude by differ- 
ence between observed and computed time of a lunar eclipse ; 66, difference of 
time owing to difference of longitude ; 67, to find the mean place of a planet for 
any required hour of the day; 68-70, inclination of the orbits of the planets. 

1. To him whose shape is inconceivable and nnmanifested, 
who is unaffected by the qualities, whose nature is quality, 
whose form is the support of the entire creation — to Brahma be 
homage ! 

The usual propitiatory expression of homage to some deity, with 
which Hindu works are wont to commence. 

2. When but little of the Golden Age ( Tcrta yuga) was left, a 
great demon ( asura ), named Maya, being desirous to know that 
mysterious, supreme, pure, and exalted science, 

3. That chief auxiliary of the scripture ( veddnga ), in its en- 
tirety — the cause, namely, of the motion of the heavenly bodies 
(jyotis), performed, in propitiation of the Sun, very severe re- 
ligious austerities. 

VOL. VI, 
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According to this, the Sfirya-Siddh&nta was revealed more than 
2,164,060 years ago, that amount of time haring elapsed, according to 
Hindu reckoning, since the end of the Golden Age ; see below, under 
verse 48, lor the computation of the period. As regards the actual 
date ofthe treatise, it is, like all dates in Hindu history and the history 
of Hindu literature, exceedingly difficult to ascertain. It is the more 
difficult, because, unlike most, or all, of the astronomical treatises, the 
S&rya-Siddhftnta attaches itself to the name of no individual as its 
author, but professes to be a direct revelation from the Sun {surya). A 
treatise of this name, however, is confessedly among the earliest text- 
books of the Indian science. It was one of the five earlier works upon 
which was founded the Panca-siddh&ntika, Compendium of Five As- 
tronomies, of Varaha-mihira, one of the earliest astronomers whose works 
have been, in part, preserved to ns, and who is supposed to have lived 
about the beginning of the sixth century of our era. A Sfirya-Siddhanta 
fe also referred to by Brahmagupta, who is assigned to the* close of the 
Same. century and the commencement of the one following. The argu- 
ments by which Mr. Bentley (Hindu Astronomy, p. 158, etc.) attempts 
to prove Var&ha-mihira to have lived in the sixteenth century, and his 
professed works to be forgeries and impositions, are sufficiently refuted 
by the testimony of al-Blrimi (the same person as the Alm-r-Raihan, so 
often quoted in the first article of this volume), who visited India under 
Mahmud of Ghazna, and wrote in A.D. 1031 an account of the coun- 
try: he speaks of Varalia-mihira and of his Panca-siddhfintika, assign- 
ing to both nearly the same age as is attributed to them by the modem 
Hindus (see Reinaud in the Journal Asiatiqne for Sept.-Oct. 1844 iv me 
S6rie, iv. 286; and also his Memoire sur l’lnde). He also speaks ofthe 
Sftrya-Siddhanta itself, and ascribes its authorship to Lata (Memoire sur 
I’lnde, pp. 331, 332), whom Weber (Yorlesungen uber Indische Litera- 
tnrgcschiehte, p. 229) conjccturally identifies with a Lad ha who is cited 
by Brahmagupta. Bentley has endeavored to show by internal evi- 
dence that the Sfirya-Siddhanta belongs to the end of the eleventh 
century: see below, under verses 29-34, where his method and results 
-lire explained, and their value estimated. 

Of the six Ved&ngas, “limbs of the Veda,” sciences auxiliary to the 
sacred scriptures, astronomy is claimed to be the first and chief, as rep- 
resenting the eyes ; grammar being the mouth, ceremonial the hands, 
prosody the feet, etc. (see Siddh&nta-yiromani, i. 12-14). The import- 
ance of astronomy to the system of religions observance lies in the fact 
that by it are determined the proper times of sacrifice and the like 
There is a special treatise, the Jyotisha of Lagadha, or Lagata, which 
attaching itself to the Yedic texts, and representing a more primitive 
phase of Hindu science, claims to be the astronomical Yedanga • but it 
fs said to be of late date and of small importance. 6 ’ 

- The word jyotis, “heavenly body,” literally “light,” although the 
current names for astronomy and astronomers are derived from it does 
hot elsewhere oecur in this treatise. ’ 


., 4. Gratified by these austerities, and rendered propitious tl 
Sun himself delivered unto that Maya, who besought a boo 
the system of the planets. ° 


147 


i- 6.] Surya Siddhan ta. 

The blessed Sun spoke : 

5. Thine intent is known to me ; I am gratified by thine aus- 
terities ; I will give thee the science upon which time is founded, 
the grand system of the planets. 

.6. No one is able to endure my brilliancy ; for communication 
I have no leisure ; this person, who is a part of me, shall relate 
to thee the whole. 

The manuscripts without commentary insert here the following verse : 

“Go therefore to Romaka-city, thiue own residence; there, under- 
going incarnation as a barbarian, owing to a curse of Brahma, I will 
impart to thee this science.” 

If this verse really formed a part of the text, it would be as clear 
an acknowledgment as the author conld well convey indirectly, that 
the science displayed in his treatise was derived from the Greeks. 
Romaka-city is Rome, the great metropolis of the W est ; its situation is 
given in a following chapter (see xii. 39) as upon the equator, ninety 
degrees to the west of India. The incarnation of the sun there as a 
barbarian, for the purpose of revealing astronomy to a demon of the 
Hindu Pantheon, is but a transparent artifice for referring the foreign 
science, after all, to a 'Hindu origin. But the verse is clearly out of 
place here; it is inconsistent with the other verses among which it 
occurs, which give a different version of the method of revelation. 
How comes it here then ? It can hardly have been gratuitously devised 
and introduced. The verse itself is found in many of the manuscripts 
of this iSiddhanta ; and the incarnation of the Sun at Romaka-city, 
among the Yavanas, or Greeks, and his revelation of the science of 
astronomy there, are variously alluded to in later works ; as, for instance, 
in the Jnhna-bh&skara (see Weber’s Catalogue of the Berlin Sanskrit 
Manuscripts, p. 287, etc.), where he is asserted to have revealed also the 
Romaka-Siddhhnta. Is this verse, then, a fragment of a different, and 
perhaps more ancient, account of the origin of the treatise, for which, 
as conveying too ingenuous a confession of the source of the Hindu 
astronomy, another has been substituted later? Such a supposition, 
certainly, does not lack plausibility. There is something which looks , 
the same way in the selection of a demon, an Asura, to be the medium 
of the sun’s revelation ; as if, while the essential truth and value of the 
system was acknowledged, it were sought to affix a stigma to the source 
whence the Hindus derived it. Weber (Ind. Stud. ii. 243 ; Ind. Lit. p. j 
225), noticing that the name of the Egyptian sovereign Ptolemaios I 
occurs in Indian inscriptions in the form Turumaya, conjectures that ■ 
Asura Maya is an alteration of that name, and that the demon Maya ac- 
cordingly represents the author of the Almagest himself ; and the conjec- 
ture is powerfully supported by the fact that al-Biruni (see Reinaud, as 
above) ascribes the Paulica-Siddhauta, which the later Hindus attribute 
to a Pulica, to Paulus al-Yhnanl, Paulus the Greek, and that another of the 
astronomical treatises, alluded to above, is called the Romaka-Siddhhnta. 

It would be premature to discuss here the relation of the Hindu 
astronomy to the Greek ; we propose to sum up, at the end of this 
work, tiie evidence upon the subject which it contains. 


V 
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7. Thus having spoken, the god disappeared, having given 
directions unto the part of himself This latter person thus ad- 
dressed Maya, as he stood bowed forward, his hands suppliantly 
joined before him : 

8. Listen with concentrated attention to the ancient and exalted 
science, which has been spoken, in each successive Age, to the 
Great Sages (maharshi), by the Sun himself. 

9. This is that very same original text-book which the Sun of 
old promulgated : only, by reason of the revolution of the Ages, 
there is here a difference of times. 

According to the commentary, the meaning of these last verses is 
that, in the successive Great Ages, or periods of 4,320,000 years (see 
below, under vv. 15-17), there are slight differences in the motions of 
the heavenly bodies, which render necessary a new revelation from time 
to time on the part of the Sun, suited to the altered conditions of things ; 
and that when, moreover, even during the continuance of the same Age, 
differences of motion are noticed, owing to a difference of period, it is 
customary to apply to the data given a correction, which is called btja. 
All this is very suitable for the commentator to say, but it seems not a 
little curious to find the Sun’s superhuman representative himself in- 
sisting that this his revelation is the same one as had formerly been 
made by the Sun, only with different data. We cannot help suspecting 
in the ninth verse, rather, a virtual confession on the part of the promul- 
gators of this treatise, that there was another, or that there were others, 
m existence, claiming to be the sun’s revelation, or else that the data 
presented in this were different from those which had been previously 
current as revealed by the Sun. We shall have more to say hereafter 
(see below, under w. 29-34) of the probable existence of more than 
one version of the SCirya-Siddhanta, of the correction called bija, and 
of its incorporation into the text of the treatise itself. The repeated 
revelation of the system in each successive Great Age, as stated in verse 
8, presents no difficulty. It is the Puranic doctrine (see Wilson’s Vishnu 
Purana, p. 269, etc.) that during the Iron Age the sources of knowledge 
become either corrupted or lost, so that a new revelation of scripture, 
law, and science becomes necessary during the Age succeeding. 

10. Time is the destroyer of the worlds ; another Time has 
for its nature to bring to pass. This latter, according as it is 
gross or minute, is called by two names, real ( murta ) and unreal 
(amUrta). 

There is in this verse a curious mingling together of the poetical, the 
theoretical, and the practical. To the Hindus, as to us, Time is, in a 
metaphorical sense, the great destroyer of all things ; as such, he is 
identified with Death, and with Yama, the ruler of the dead. Time 
again, in the ordinary acceptation of the word, has both its imaginary’ 
and its appreciable and practically useful divisions : the former are called 
real (murta, literally “embodied”), the latter unreal (< xmiirta , literally 
“uneinbodied”). The following verse explains these divisions more fully. 
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The epithet Jcalanatmaka, applied to actual time in the first half of 
the verse, is not easy of interpretation. The commentary translates it 
“is an object of knowledge, is capable of being known,’’ which does not 
seem satisfactory. It evidently contains a suggested etymology (kdla, 
“ time,” from kalana ), and in translating it as above we have seen in it 
also an antithesis to the epithet bestowed upon Time the divinity. 
Perhaps it should be rather 14 has for its office enumeration.” 

11 . That which begins with respirations ( prmm ) is called real ; 
that which begins with atoms (truti) is called unreal. Six respi- 
rations make a vinadi, sixty of these a nadi ; 

12 . And sixty nadis make a sidereal day and night. . . . 

The manuscripts without commentary insert, as the first half of v. 11, 
the usual definition of the length of a respiration : “ the time occupied 
in pronouncing ten long syllables is called a respiration.” 

The table of the divisions of sidereal time is then as follows : 

lo long syllables (yurvakshara) — i respiration (prana, period of four seconds) ; 

6 respirations = l vinadi (period of twenty-four seconds) ; 

6o vin&dis = i nidi (period of twenty -four minutes); 

6o nddis = I day. 

This is the method of division usually adopted in the astronomical 
text-books ; it possesses the convenient property that its lowest sub- 
division, the respiration, is the same part of the day as the minute is of 
the circle, so that a respiration of time is equivalent to a minute of 
revolution of the heavenly bodies about the earth. The respiration is 
much more frequently called asw, in the text both of this and of the 
other Siddhkntas. The vinadi is practically of small consequence, and 
is only two or three times made use of in the treatise : its usual modem 
name is pala 7 but as this term nowhere occurs in our text, we have not 
felt justified in substituting it for vinadi. For nadi also, the more 
common name is danda, but this, too, the S&rya-Siddhknta nowhere 
employs, although it uses instead of nadi, and quite as often, nddikd and 
ghatikd. "We shall uniformly make use in our translation of the terms 
presented above, since there are no English equivalents which admit of 
being substituted for them. 

The ordinary Puranic division of the day is slightly different from the 
astronomical, viz : 

1 5 twinklings ( nimeaha ) = i bit ( kdshtkd ) ; 

3o bits = i minute ( kald ) ; 

3o minutes = i hour (muhuria ) ; 

3o hours = i day. 

Manu (i. 64) gives the same, excepting that he makes the bit to con- 
sist of 18 twinklings. Other authorities assign different values to the 
lesser measures of time, but all agree in the main fact of the division of 
the day into thirty hours, which, being perhaps an imitation of the 
division of the month into thirty days, is unquestionably the ancient and 
original Hindu method of reckoning time. 

The Shrya-Siddhknta, with commendable moderation, refrains from 
giving the imaginary subdivisions of the respiration which make up 
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“ unreal ”, time. . They are thus stated in Bhaskara’s SiddMnta-Qironoani 
{i. 19, 20), along with the other, the astronomical, table : 


joo atoms (truti) 
3o s peeks 
, j8 twinklings 
.. 3o bits 
, 3o minutes 
2 half-hours 
3o hours 


= r speck (tatpara) ; 

— i twinkling (nimesha ) ; 
= i bit (kdththd ) ; 

= i minute (kali ) ; 

== i half-hour (ghatilcd ) ; 

— i hour (Jcshana ) ; 

— i day. 


•t This makes the atom equal to 87y o th of a day, or mrVswth 

of a second. Some of the Pur&nas (see Wilson’s Yish. Pur. p. 22) give 
a different division, whieh makes the atom abont g T Voth of a second ; 
hit .they carry the division three steps farther, to the subtilissima 
(jiaram&nu), whieh equals -g-zi n r- so 0 ■ o agth of a day, or very nearly 
of a second. 

' We have introduced here a statement of these minute subdivisions, 
because they form a natural counterpart to the immense periods which we 
(hall soon have to consider, andare, with the latter, curiously illustrative 
of a fundamental trait of Hindu character : a fantastic imaginativeness, 
which delights itself with arbitrary theorizings, and is unrestrained by, 
and. careless of, actual realities. Thus, having no instruments by which 
they could measure even seconds with any tolerable precision, they vied 
with one another in dividing the second down to the farthest conceivable 
limit of minuteness; thus, seeking infinity in the other direction also, 
while they were almost destitute of a chronology or a history, and could 
hardly fix with accuracy the date of any event beyond the memory of 
the living generation, they devised, and put forth as actual, a frame- 
work of chronology reaching for millions of millions of years back into 
the past and forward into the future. 


12. ... Of thirty of these sidereal days is composed a month * 
icivil ( sdvana ) month consists of as many sunrises ; ” 

13. A lunar month, of as many lunar days (tithi ) ; a solar 
(s&ura) month is determined by the entrance of the sun into a 
sign of the zodiac : twelve months make a year. . . . 


*.* We have here described days of three different kinds, and months 
ami years of four; since, according to the commentary, the last clause 
translated means that twelve months of each denomination make up a 
year of the same denomination. Of some of these, the practical use 
ami value will be made to appear later ; but as others are not elsewhere 
referred to in this treatise, and as several are merely arbitrary divisions 
of time, of which, so far as we can discover, no use has ever been made 
it may not be amiss briefly to characterize them here. ’ 

Of the measures of time referred to in the twelfth verse the day is 
evidently die starting-point and standard. The sidereal day ’is the time 
of the earth’s revolution on its axis; data for determining its length are 
green below, in v. 34, but it does not enter as an element into the later 
processes. Nor is a sidereal month of thirty sidereal days, or a sidereal 
year of three hundred and sixty such days (being less than the true 
sidereal year by about ax and a quarter sidereal days), elsewhere men- 
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tioried in this work, or, so far as we know, made account of in any 
Hindu method of reckoning time. The civil (savano) day is the natural 
day : it is counted, in India, from sunrise to sunrise (see below, v. 36), 
and is accordingly of variable length : it is, of course, an important 
element in all computations of time. A month of thirty, and a year of 
three hundred and sixty, such days, are supposed to have formed the 
basis of the earliest Hindu chronology, an intercalary month being added 
once in five years. This method is long since out of use, however, and 
the month and year referred to here in the text, of thirty and three 
hundred and sixty natural days *■■■•"■ ■ *'■ '■ tercalations, are 

elsewhere assumed and made use <■■■■■■ ■■ ■! r- for astrological 

purposes, the lords of the month and year (see below, v. 52). 

The standard of the lunar measure of time is the lunar month, the 
period of the moon’s synodical revolution. It is reckoned either from 
new-moon to new-moon, or from full-moon to full-moon ; generally, the 
former is called mtikhya, “ primary,” and the latter f/auna, “ secondary ” : 
but, according to our commentator, either of them may be denominated 
primary, although in fact, in this treatise, only the first of them is so 
regarded ; and the secondary lunar month is that which is reckoned 
from any given lunar day to the next of the same name. This natural 
month, containing about twenty-nine and a half days, mean solar time, 
is then divided into thirty lunar days ( tithi ), and this division, although 
of so unnatural and arbitrary a character, the lunar days beginning and 
ending at any moment of the natural day and night, is, to the Hindu, 
of the most prominent practical importance, since by it are regulated 
the performance of many religious ceremonies (see below, xiv. 13), and 
upon it depend the chief considerations of propitious and unpropitious 
times, and the like. Of the lunar year of twelve lunar months, how- 
ever, we know of no use made in India, either formerly or now, except 
as it has been introduced and employed by the Mohammedans. 

Finally, the year last mentioned, the solar year, is that by which time 
is ordinarily reckoned in India. It is, however, not the tropical solar 
year, which we employ, but the sidereal, no account being made of the 
precession of the equinoxes. The solar month is measured by the con- 
tinuance of the sun in each successive sign, and varies, according to the 
rapidity of his motion, from about twenty-nine and a third, to a little 
more than thirty-one and a half, days. There is no day corresponding 
to this measure of the month and of the year. 

In the ordinary reckoning of time, these elements are variously com- 
bined. Throughout Southern India (see Warren’s Kala Sankalita, 
Madras: 1825, p. 4, etc.), the year and month made use of are the 
solar, and the day the civil ; the beginning of each month and year 
being counted, in practice, from the sunrise nearest to the moment of 
their actual commencement. In all Northern India the year is luni- 
Bolar ; the month is lunar, and is divided into both lunar and civil days ; 
the year is composed of a variable number of months, either twelve or 
thirteen, beginning always with the lunar month of which the com- 
mencement next precedes the true commencement of the sidereal year. 
But, underneath this division, the division of the actual sidereal year 
into twelve solar months is likewise kept up, and to maintain the con- 
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currence of the civil and lunar days, and the lunar and solar months, is 
a process of great complexity, into the details of which we need not 
enter here (see Warren, as above, p. 57, etc.). It will be seen later in 
this chapter (vv. 46—51) that the Surya-Siddhanta reckons time by this 
latter system, by the combination of civil, lunar, and sidereal elements. 

13. -. . . This is called a day of the gods. 

14. The day and night of the gods and of the demons are 
mutually opposed to one another. Six times sixty of them are 
a year of the gods, and likewise of the demons. 

“ This is called,” etc. : that is, as the commentary explains, the year 
composed of twelve solar months, as being those last mentioned ; the 
sidereal year. It appears to us very’ questionable whether, in the first 
instance, anything more was meant by calling the year a day of the 
gods than to intimate that those beings of a higher order reckoned time 
upon a grander scale : just as the month was said to be a day of the 
Fathers, or Manes (xiv. 14), the Patriarchate (v. 18), a day of the 
Patriarchs (xiv. 21), and the riSon (v. 20), a day of Brahma; all these 
being familiar Pnranic designations. In the astronomical reconstruction 
of the Puranie system, however, a physical meaning has been given to 
* this day of the gods : the gods are made to reside at "the north pole, and 
the demons at the south ; and then, of course, during the half-year 
when the sun is north of the equator, it is day to the gods and night to 
the demons ; and during the other half-year, the contrary. The subject 
is dwelt upon at some length in the twelfth chapter (xii. 45, etc.). 
To make such a division accurate, the year ought to be the tropical, and 
not the sidereal ; but the author of the Shrya-Siddhanta has not yet 
begun to take into account the precession. See what is said upon this 
subject in the third chapter (w. 9-10). 

The year of the gods, or the divine year, is employed only in des- 
cribing the immense periods of which the statement now follows. 

15. Twelve thousand of these divine years are denominated 
a Quadruple Age ( caturyuga ) ; of ten thousand times four hun- 
dred and thirty -two solar years 

16. Is composed that Quadruple Age, with its dawn and twi- 
light. The difference of the Golden and the other Ages, as 
measured by the difference in the number of the feet of Virtue 
in each, is as follows : 

17. The tenth part of an Age, multiplied successively by four 
three, two, and one, gives the length of the Golden and the other 
Ages, in order : the sixth part of each belongs to its dawn and 
twilight. 


The period of 4,320,000 years is ordinarily styled Great Age (ma- 
Mfitga), or, as above in two instances, Quadruple Age (eaturvvoa) 
In the Sftrya-Siddh&nta, however, the former term is not once found! 
and the latter occurs only in these verses ; elsewhere, Age (yuga) alone 
is employed to denote it ; and always denotes it, unless expressly Luted 
by the name of the Golden ( krla ) Age. v 3 
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The composition of the Age, or Great Age, is then as follows : 


Dawn, 

Divine years. 
4 oo 

Solar years. 

1 44 ,ooo 

Golden Age ( Jcrta yuga), 

4ooo 

i,44o,ooo 

Twilight, 

4oo 

1 44,ooo 

Total duration of the Golden Age, 

4,8oo 

1,728,000 

Dawn, 

3 oo 

r 08,000 

Silver Age (tretd yuga). 

3 ooo 

1,080,000 

Twilight, 

3 oo 

108,000 

Total duration of the Silver Age, 

3 , 6 oo 

1,296,000 

Dawn, 

200 

72,000 

Brazen Age (dvdpara yuga), 

2000 

720,000 

Twilight, 

200 

72,000 

Total duration of the Brazen Age, 

2,400 

864,000 

Dawn, 

100 

36 ,ooo 

Iron Age ( kali yuga). 

IOOO 

36 o,ooo 

Twilight, 

IOO 

36 ,ooo 

Total duration of the Iron Age, 

1,200 

43 i,ooo 

Total duration of a Great Age, 

12,000 

4 , 3 , 0,000 


Neither of the names of the last three ages is once mentioned in the 
Sftrya-Siddhhnta. The first and last of the four are derived from the 
game of dice : brta, “ made, won,” is the side of the die marked with 
foor dots — the lucky, or winning one ; kali is the side marked with one 
dot only — the unfortunate, the losing one. In the other names, of 
which we do not know the original and proper meaning, the numerals 
tri, “three,” and dva, “two,” are plainly recognizable. The relation 
of the numbers four, three, two, and one, to the length of the several 
periods, as expressed in divine years, and also as compared with one 
another, is not less clearly apparent. The character attached to the 
different Ages by the Hindu mythological and legendary history so 
closely resembles that which is attributed to the Golden, Silver, Brazen, 
and Iron Ages, that we have not hesitated to transfer to them the latter 
appellations. An Account of this character is given in Manu i. 81-86. 
During the Golden Age, Virtue stands firm upon four feet, truth and 
justice abound, and the life of man is four centuries ; in each following 
Age Virtue loses a foot, and the length of life is reduced by a century, 
so that in the present, the Iron Age, she has but one left to hobble 
upon, while the extreme age attained by mortals is but a hundred years. 
See also Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, p. 622, etc., for a description of the 
vices of the Iron Age. ’ 

This system of periods is not of astronomical origin, although the 
fixing of the commencement of the Iron Age, the only possibly his- 
torical point in it, is, as we shall see hereafter, the result of astro- 
nomical computation. Its arbitrary and artificial character is apparent. 
It is the system of the Purhnas and of Mann, a part of the received 
Hindu cosmogony, to which astronomy was compelled to adapt itself 
vox.. VI. 20 
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We ought to remade, however, that in the text itself of Mann (i. 68 - 71 ) 
the duration of the Great Age, called by him Divine Age, is given as 
twelve thousand years simply, and that it is his commentator who, by 
asserting these to be divine years, brings Manu’s cosmogony to an agree- 
ment with that of the Purhnas. This is a strong indication that the 
divine year is an afterthought, and that the period of 4 , 320,000 years 
is an expansion of an earlier one of 12,000. Vast as this period is, 
however/ it is far from satisfying the Hindu craving after infin ity, We 
are next called upon to construct a new period by multiplying it by a 
thousand. 


, 18. One and seventy Ages are styled here a Patriarchate 
{manvantara) ; at its end is said to be a twilight which has the 
number of years of a Golden Age, and which is a deluge. 

19. In an JEon Qcalpa) are reckoned fourteen such Patriarchs 
(manu) with their respective twilights ; at the commencement of 
the JEon is a fifteenth dawn, having the length of a Golden 
Age. 


The Aon is accordingly 

thus composed : 



Divine years. 

Solar years. 

The introductory dawn, 


4800 

1,728,000 

Seventy-one Great Ages, 

85 a,ooo 


3o6.72o.ooo 

, A twilight. 

4 , 8 oo 


1,728,000 

Duration of one Patriarchate, 856 , 8 oo 


3 o 8 , 448 ,ooo 

Fourteen Patriarchates, 


11,996,200 

4,318,272,000 

Total duration of an Mon, 


1 2,000,000 

4320,000,000 


Why the factors fourteen and seventy-one were thus used in making 
up the Akin is not obvious; unless, indeed, in the division by fourteen 
is to be recognized the influence of the number seven, while at the 
same time such a division furnished the equal twilights, or interme- 
diate periods of transition, which the Hindu theory demanded. The 
‘system, however, is still that of the Puranas (see Wilson’s Vish. Pur p 
24 , etc.) ; and Manu (i. 72 , 79 ) presents virtually the same, although he 
■has not the term Aon (kalpa), but states simply that a thousand Divine 
Ages make up a day of Brahma, and seventy-one a Patriarchate. The 
term manvantara , “patriarchate,” means literally “another Mann” or 
“the interval of a Mann.” Manu, a word identical in origin and mean- 
ing with our “man,” became to the Hindus the name of a being per- 
sonified as son of the Sun ( Vivasvant ) and progenitor of the human 
race. In each Patriarchate there arises a new Mann, who becomes for 
Jus own period the progenitor of mankind (see Wilson’s Yish. Par p 

Ages, and which 
is styled a day of 

to this valuation 


20. The Mon, thus composed of a thousand 
brings about the destruction of all that exists, 
Brahma; his night is of the same length. 

21. His extreme age is a hundred, according 

©f a daytand a night ° 
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We have already found indications of an assumed destruction of 
existing things at the termination of the lesser periods called the Age 
and the Patriarchate, in the necessity of a new revelation of virtue and 
knowledge for every Age, and of a new father of the human race for 
every Patriarchate. These are left, it should seem, to show us how the 
system of cosmical periods grew to larger and larger dimensions. The 
foil development of it, as exhibited in the Puranas and here, admits only 
two kinds of destruction : the one occurring at the end of each A£on, 
or day of Brahma, when all creatures, although not the substance of the 
world, undergo dissolution, and remain buried in chaos during his night, 
to be created anew when his day begins again ; the other taking place 
at the end of Brahma’s life, when all matter even is resolved into its 
ultimate source. 

According to"the commentary, the “ hundred” in verse 2 1 means a hun- 
dred years, each composed of three hundred and sixty days and nights, 
and not a hundred days and nights only, as the text might be understood 
to signify ; since, in all statements respecting age, years are necessarily 
, understood to be intended. The length of Brahma’s life would be, 
then, 864,000,000,000 divine years, or 311,040,000,000,000 solar years. 
This period is also called in the Purknas a para, “ extreme period,” and 
its half a pardrdha (see Wilson’s Vish. Pur. p. 25) ; although the latter 
term has obtained also a ^independent use, as signifying a period still 
more enormous (ibid. p. 630). It is curious that the commentator does 
not seem to recognize the affinity with this period of the expression 
used in the text, param ayuh, “ extreme age,” but gives two different 
explanations of it, both of which are forced and un natural. 

• The author of the work before us is modestly content with the number 
of years thus-placed at his disposal, and attempts nothing farther. So 
is it also with the Puranas in general ; although some of. them, as the 
Vishnu (Wilson, p. 637) assert that two of the greater parardhas con- 
stitute only a day of Vishnu, and others (ibid. p. 25) that Brahma’s 
whole life is but a twinkling of the eye of Krshna or of Qiva. 

21 The half of his life is past ; of the remainder, this is 

the first iEon. 

22. And of this iEon, six Patriarchs (manic) are past, with 

their respective twilights; and of the Patriarch Manu son of 
Vivaavant, twenty-seven Ages are past ; , 

23. Of the present, the twenty-eighth, Age, this Golden Age 
is past : from this point, reckoning up the time, one should com- 
pute together the whole number. 

The designation of the part already elapsed of this immense period 
# seems to be altogether arbitrary. It agrees in general with that given 
in the PurAnas, and, so far as the Patriarchs and their periods are con- 
cerned, with Manu also. The name of the present Aon is Vdrdha, 

“ that of the boar,” because Brahma, in performing anew at its com- 
mencement the act of creation, put on the form of that animal (see 
Wilson’s Yish. Pur. p. 27, etc.). The one preceding is called the Pddmoc, 

“ that of the lotus.” This nomenclature, however, ia not universally 
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accepted : under the word kalpa, in the Lexicon of Bohtlingk and Roth, 
may be found another system of names for these periods. Mann (i. 61, 
62) gives the names of the Patriarchs of the past Patriarchates; the 
Puranas add other particulars respecting them, and also respecting those 
which are still to come (see Wilson’s Yish. Pur. p. 269, etc.). 

The end of the Golden Age of the current Great Age is the time at 
which the Sftrya-SiddMnta claims to have been revealed, and the epoch 
from which its calculations profess to commence. We will, accordingly, 
as the Sun directs, compute the number of years which are supposed to 
have elapsed before that period. 


Hawn of current Mon, 

Sit Patriarchates, 

Twenty-seven Great Ages, 

Divine years. 

4800 

5,i4o,8oo 

324000 

Solar year*. 

1,728,000 

i,85o,688,ooo 

1 x 6,640,000 

Total till commencement of present Great Age, 
Golden Ago of present Great Age, 

5469,600 

4,800 

1,969,056,000 

1,728,000 

Total time elapsed of current 4fjcm, 

Half Brahma’s life, 

5,474,4oo 

432,000,000,000 

1,970,784,000 

i55,52o,ooo,ooo,ooo * 

Total time elapsed from beginning of Brah- ) 
ma’s life to end of last Golden Age, ) 

432,005474400 

1 55,52 1,9^0,784,000 


As the existing creation dates from the cortmencement of the current 
JEon, the second of the above totals is the only one with which the 
Sftrya-Siddhhnta henceforth has any thing to do. 

We are next informed that the present order of things virtually began 
al a period less distant than the commencement of the ASon. 

24. One hundred times four hundred and seventy-four divine 
years passed while the All-wise was employed in creating the 
animate and inanimate creation, plants, stars, gods, demons, and 
the rest. 

That is to say : 

Divine years. Solar years. 

f . Prom the total above given, 5,474,4oo 1,970,784000 

deduct the time occupied in creation, 47,4oo 17,064000 

the remainder is 5,427,000 1^53, 720, ocw 

This, $hen, is the time elapsed from the true commencement of the ex- 
isting order of things to the epoch of this work. The deduction of this 
C period as spent by the Deity in the work of creation is a peculiar feature 

“f of the Shrya-Siddhanta. We shall revert to it later (see below, under 

vv. 29-34), as its significance cannot be shown until other data are 
before ns. 

25. The planets, moving westward with exceeding velocity * 
bat constantly beaten by the asterisms, fall behind at a rate 
precisely equal, proceeding each in its own path. * 

26. Hence they have an eastward motion. From the number 

> of their revolutions is derived their daily motion, which is dif- 

% - ferent according to the size of their orbits ; in proportion to this 

ft., daily motion they pass through the asteris ms 
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27. One which moves swiftly passes through them in a shoi$ 
time ; one which moves slowly, in a long time. By their move- 
ment, the revolution is accounted complete at the end of the 
asterism Revatt 

We have here presented a part of the physical theory of the planetary 
motions, that which accounts for the mean motions : the theory is sup- 
plemented by the explanation given in the next chapter of the disturbing 
forces which give rise to the irregularities of movement. The earth is a 
sphere, and sustained immovable in the centre of the universe (xii. 32), 
while all the heavenly bodies, impelled by winds, or vortices, called pro- 
vectors (ii. 3), revolve about it from east to west. In this general west- 
ward movement, the planets, as the commentary explains it, are, owing 
to their weight and the weakness of their vortices, beaten by the aster- 
isms ( nakshatra or bha, the groups of stars constituting the lunar man- 
sions [see below, chapter viii], and used here, as in various other places, 
to designate the whole firmament of fixed stars), and accordingly fall 
behind (lambante—labuntur, delabuntur), as if from shame: and this is 
the explanation of their eastward motion, which is only apparent and rela- 
tive, althoiigh wont to be regarded as real by those who do not under- 
stand the true causes of things. But now a new element is introduced 
into the theory, which does not seem entirely consistent with this view of 
the merely relative character of the eastward motion. It is asserted that 
the planets lag behind equally, or that each, moving in its own orbit, 
loses an equal amount daily, as compared with the asterisms. And we 
shall find farther on (xii. 73-89) that the dimensions of the planetary 
orbits are constructed upon this sole principle, of making the mean daily 
motion of each planet eastward to be the same in amount, namely 
11,858.717 yojanas : the amount of westward motion being equal, in 
each case, to the difference between this amount and the whole orbit of 
the planet. Now if the Hindu idea of the symmetry and harmony of the 
universe demanded that the movements of the planets should be equal, it 
was certainly a very awkward and unsatisfactory way of complying with 
that demand to make the relative motions alone, as compared with the 
fixed stars, equal, and the real motions so vastly different from one an- 
other. We should rather expect that some method would have been de- 
vised for making the latter come out alike, and the former unlike, and the 
result of differences in the weights of the planets and the forces of the 
impelling currents. It looks as if this principle, and the conformity to it 
of the dimensions of the orbits, might have come from those who regarded 
the apparent daily motion ai®the real motion. But we know that Arya- 
hhatta held the opinion that the earth revolved upon its axis, causing 
thereby the apparent westward motion of the heavenly bodies (see Cole- 
brooke’s Hindu Algebra, p. xxxviii ; Essays, ii. 467), and so, of course, 
mat the planets really moved eastward at an equal rate among the stars ; 
anji although the later astronomers are nearly unanimous against him, 
we cannot help surmising that the theory of the planetary orbits ema- 
nated from him or his school, or from some other of like opinion. It is ’ 
not upon record, so far as we art aware, that any Hindu astronomer, of 
any period, held, as did some of the Greek philosophers (see Whewell’s 
History of the Inductive Sciences, B. V. ch. i), a heliocentric theory. 



[i. 21- 


15§ Burgess, etc., 

t The absolute motion eastward of all the planets being equal, their 
apparent motion is, of course, in the (inverse) ratio of their distance, or 
of the dimensions pf their orbits. ’ 

The word translated “revolution” is bhagana, literally “ troop of aster- 
isms;” the verbal root translated “pass through” is bhuj, “enjoy,” from 
which comes also the common term for the daily motion of a planet, 
bkukti, literally “ enjoyment” When a planet has “ enjoyed the whole 
troop of asterisms,” it has made a complete revolution. 

The initial point of the fixed Hindu sphere, from which longitudes are 
reckoned, and at which the planetary motions are held by all the schools 
of Hindu astronomy to have commenced at the creation, is the end of 
the asterism Revati, or the beginning of Agvini (see chapter viii. for a 
full account of the asterisms). Its situation is most nearly marked by 
that of the principal star of Revati, which, according to the Shrya- 
Siddh&nta, is 10' to the west of it, but according to other authorities 
exactly coincides with it. That star is by all authorities identified with 
£ Piscium, of which the longitude at present, as reckoned by us, from the 
vernal equinox, is l 1 ? 0 54'. Making due allowance for the precession, we 
find that it coincided in position with the vemal equinox not far from the 
middle of the sixth century, or about A. D. 570. As such coincidence 
was the occasion of the point being fixed upon as the beginning of the 
sphere, the time of its occurrence marks approximately the era of the 
fixation of the sphere, and of the commencement of the history of modem 
Hindu astronomy. We say approximately only, because, in the first 
place, as will be shown in connection with the eighth chapter, the accu- 
racy of the Hindu observations is not to be relied upon within a degree ; 
and, in the second place, the limits of the asterisms being already long 
before fixed, it was necessary to take the beginning of some one of them 
as that of the sphere, and the Hindus may have regarded that of Agvini 
as sufficiently near to the equinox for their purpose, when it was, in fact, 
two or three degrees, or yet more, remote from it, on either side ; and 
each degree of removal would correspond to a difference in time of about 
seventy years. 

In the most ancient recorded lists of the Hindu asterisms (in the texts 
of the Black Yajur-Veda and of the Atharva-Veda), Krttikk, now the 
third, appears as the first. The time when the beginning of that aster- 
ism coincided with the vemal equinox would be nearly two thousand 
years earlier than that given above for the coincidence with it of the first 
n. point of Agvini. 

28. Sixty seconds ( vikald) make £ minute (Jcald) ; sixty of 
these, a degree (bhdga) of thirty of the latter is composed a 
sign (rdg it) ; twelve of these are a revolution {bhagana). 

The Hindu divisions of the circle are thus seen to be the same with 
the Greek and with our own, and we shall accordingly make use, in 
translating, of our own familiar terms. Of the second ( vikala ) very little 
practical use is made ; it is not more than two or three times alluded to 
in ail the rest of the treatise. _ The minute (kald) is much more ofteil 
called Uptd (or liptiM) ; this is not an original Sanskrit word, but was 
borrowed from the Greek The degree is called either bhdga or 

<mpa; both words, like the equivalent Greek word mean a “ part, 

rerqgc , jq u - fyjr? ^ 
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portion.” The proper signification of r&fi, translated “ sign,” is simply 
“ heap, quantity it is doubtless applied to designate a sign as being a 
certain number, or sum, of degrees, analogous to the use of gana in 
bhagana (explained above, in the last note), and of r&fi itself in dinar&pi, 
“sum of days” (below, v. 53). In the Hindu description of an arc, the 
sign is as essential an element as the degree, and no arcs of greater length 
than thirty degrees are reckoned in degrees alone, as we are accustomed 
to reckon them. The Greek usage was the same. We shall hereafter 
see that the signs into which any circle of revolution is divided are named 
Aries, Taurus, etc., beginning from the point which is regarded as the 
starting point ; so that these names are applied simply to indicate the 
order of succession of the arcs of thirty degrees. 

29. In an Age {yuga ), the revolutions of the sun, Mercury, 
and Venus, and of the conjunctions ( gtghra ) of Mars, Saturn, 
and Jupiter, moving eastward, are four million, three hundred 
and twenty thousand; 

30. Of the moon, fifty-seven million, seven hundred and fifty- 
three thousand, three hundred and thirty-six; of Mars, two 
million, two hundred and ninety -six thousand, eight hundred 
and thirty-two ; 

31. Of Mercury’s conjunction (gighra), seventeen million, nine 
hundred and thirty-seven thousand, and sixty ; of Jupiter, three 
hundred and sixty-four thousand, two hundred and twenty ; 

32. Of Venus’s conjunction (gtghra), seven million, twenty-two 
thousand, three hundred and seventy-six ; of Saturn, one hun- 
dred and forty -six thousand, five hundred and sixty- eight; 

33. Of the moon’s apsis ( ucca ), in an Age, four hundred and 
eighty-eight thousand, two hundred and three ; of its node (pala), 
in the contrary direction, two hundred and thirty-two thousand, 
two hundred and thirty-eight ; 

34. Of the asterisras, one billion, five hundred and eighty-two 

million, two hundred and thirty-seven thousand, eight hundred 
and twenty-eight * 

These are the fundamental and mo^fcportant elements upon which 
is founded the astronomical system of t^Pshrya-Siddhanta. We present 
them below in a tabular form, but must first explain the character of 
some of them, especially of some of those contained in verse 29, which 
we have omitted from the table. 

The revolutions of the sun, and of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, require 
no remark, save the obvious one that those of the sun are in fact sidereal 
revolutions of the earth about the sun. To tbe sidereal revolutions of 
the moon we add also her synodical revolutions, anticipated from the next 
following passage (see v. 35). By the moon’s “apsis” is to be under- 
stood her apogee ; wcca is literally “height,” i. e. “extreme distance:” 
the commentary explains it by mandocca, “ apex of slowest motion as 
the Bame word is used to designate the aphelia of the planets, we were 
obliged to take in translating it the indifferent term apsis, which applies 
equally to both geocentric and heliocentric motion. The “node” is the 
ascending node (see ii. V) ; the dual “nodes” is never employed in this 
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work. But the apparent motions of the planets are greatly complicated 
by the fact, unkn own to the Greek and the Hindu, that they are revolv- 
ing about a centre about which the earth also is revolving. When any 
planet is on the 'opposite side of the sun from us, and is accordingly mov- 
ing in space in a direction contrary to ours, the effect of our change of 
place is to increase the rate of its apparent change of place ; again, when 
it is upon our side of the sun, and moving in the same direction with us, 
the effect of our motion is to retard its apparent motion, and even to 
cause it to seem to retrograde. This explains the “ revolutions of the 
conjunction” of the three superior planets : their “ conjunctions” revolve 
at the same rate with the earth, being always upon the opposite side of 
the sun from us; and when, by the combination of its own proper 
motion with that of its conjunction, the planet gets into the latter, its 
rate of apparent motion is greatest, becoming less in proportion as it 
removes from that position. The meaning of the word which we have 
translated “conjunction” is “swift, rapid:” a literal rendering of it 
would be “swift-point,” or “apex of swiftest motion;” but, after 
much deliberation, and persevering trial of more than one term, we have 
concluded that “conjunction” was the least exceptionable word by 
which we could express it. In the case of the inferior planets, the 
revolution of the conjunction takes the place of the proper motion of 
the planet itself. By the definition given in verse 27, a planet must, in 
order to complete a revolution, pass through the whole zodiac; this 
Mercury and Venus are only able to do as they accompany the sun in 
his apparent annual revolution about the earth. To the Hindus, too, 
who had no idea of their proper movement about the sun, the annual 
motion must have seemed the principal one ; and that by virtue of which, 
in their progress through the zodiac, they moved now faster and now 
slower, must have appeared only of secondary importance. The term 
“ conjunction,” as used in reference to these planets, must be restricted, 
of course, to the superior conjunction. The physical theories by which 
the effect of the conjunction (fiffhra) is explained, are given in the next 
chapter. In the table that follows we have placed opposite each planet 
its own proper revolution# only. 

It is farther to be observed that all the numbers of revolutions, ex- 
cepting those of the moon’s atts and node, are divisible by four, so 
that, properly speaking, a qua^P’of an Age, or 1,080,000 years, rather 
than a whole Age, is their common period. This is a point of so much 
importance in the system of the Shrya-Siddhanta, that we have added, 
in a second column, the number of revolutions in the lesser period. 

In the third column, we add the period of revolution of each planet, 
as found by dividing by the number of revolutions of each the number 
of civil days in an Age (which is equal to the number of sidereal days, 
given in v. 34, diminished by the number of revolutions of the sun ; see 
below, v. 37); they are expressed in days, nadis, vinadis, and respira- 
tions ; the latter may be converted into sexagesimals of the third order 
by moving the decimal point one place farther to the right, 

In the fourth column are given the mean daily motions. 

We shall present later some comparison of these elements with those 
adopted in other systems of astronomy, ancient and modem. 
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Planet. 

Number of 
revolutions in 
4 , 320,000 years. 

Number of 
revolutions in 
1 , 080,000 years. 

Length of a revolution 
in mean solar time. 

Mean daily motion. 

Sun, 

4 , 320,000 

1,080,000 

d n v p 

365 i 5 3 i 3 .i 4 

59 8 10 10.4 

Mercury, 

17,937,060 

4 , 484,265 

87 58 10 5.57 

4 5 32 20 41.9 

Venus, 

7,022,376 

1 , 755,594 

224 41 54 5 .o 6 

1 36 7 43 37.3 

Mars, 

2,296,832 

574,208 

686 5 9 5 o 5.87 

3 i 26 28 ti.i 

Jupiter, 

364,220 

91,055 

4,332 19 14 2.09 

4 59 8 48.6 

Saturn, 

i 46,568 

36,642 

10,765 46 23 0.41 

2 0 22 53.4 

Moon: 
sider. rev. 

57 , 753,336 

14 , 438,334 

27 19 18 0.16 

i 3 10 34 52 3.8 

synod, rev. 

53 , 433,336 

i 3 , 358,334 

29 3 1 5 o 0.70 

12 11 26 41 53.4 

rev. of apsis, 

488, 2o3 

I 22 , 55 of 

3,232 5 37 1.36 

6 4 a 58 42.5 

“ “ node. 

232,238 

58,059^ 

6,794 23 59 2.35 

3 10 44 43.2 


The arbitrary and artificial method in which the fundamental ele- 
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Sftrya-Siddh&nta ; it is also adopted by all the other text-books, and is ^ IV- Ww ' 
to be regarded as a characteristic feature of the general astronomical 
system of the Hindus. Instead of deducing the rate of motion of each 
planet from at least two recorded observations of its place, and estab- 
lishing a genmuccpoch^with the ascertained position of each at that 
time, they start with the assumption ’ that, at the beginning of the 
present order of things, all the planets, with their apsides and nodes, 
commenced their movement together at that point in the heavens (near rg j 
£ Piscium, as explained above, under verse 2*7) fixed upon as the initial 0 
point of the sidereal sphere, and that they return, at certain fixed inter- 
vals, to a universal conjunction at the same point. As regards, however, 
time _w hen the motion commenced, the frecnency of recurrence 
of the conjunction, and the •lute of that which jast took pine- 1 , there is 
discordance among the different authorities* With the M'ma-Sel- 
dh&nta, and the other treatises which adopt the same general method, 
the determining point of the whole system is the commencement of the 
current Iron Age (kali yu,ga ) ; at that epoch the planets are assumed to 
have beep in mean conjunction for the last time at the initial point of 
the sphere, the former conjunctions having taken place at intervals of 
1,080,000 years previous. The instant at which the Age is made Jo , (£.«-*' eic * 
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co mmence is midnight on ttiiT meriSia^o fJIji ayiDl (see below7~ur ider v. \\ i • 
d of the 588,465tlT and~beginning of tjte 588,466tE~3ay i, 

i. reckon in 


the Julian Period, or between the 17th and 1 8th of >1 

February 1612JJP., or 3102 B. C. (see below, under vv. 45.-53, for the 7 
computation of the"numbef Ofdays since elapsed). Now, although no 
such conjunction as that assumed by the Hindu astronomers ever did 
or ever will take place, the planets were actually, at the time stated, 
approximating somewhat nearly to a general conjunction in the neigh- 
borhood of the initial point of the Hindu sphere ; this is shown by the 
next table, in which we give their actual mean positions with reference 
to that point (including also those of the moon’s apogee and node) J 
they have been obligingly furnished us by Prof. WinlocE, Superin- 
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tendent of the American Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac. The posi- 
tions of the primary planets are obtained by LeVerrier’s times of side- 
real revolution, given in the Annales de l’Observatoire, tom. ii (also in 
Biot’s Astronomie, 3 mB edition, tom. v, 1857), that of the moon by 
Peirce’s tables, and those of its apogee and node by Hansen’s Tables de 
la Lune. The origin of the Hindu sphere is regarded as being 18° 5' 
8" east of the vernal equinox of Jan. 1, 1860, and 50° 22' 29" west of 
that of Feb. 17, 3102 B. C., the precession in the interval being 68° 27' 
37". We add, in a second column, the mean longitudes, as reckoned 
from the vernal equinox of the given date, for the sake of comparison 
with the similar data given by Bentley (Hind. Asti, p. 125) and by 
Bailly(Ast Ind. et Or., pp. 111, 182), which we also subjoin. 

Positions of the Planets, midnight, at Ujjayint, Feb. 17-18, 3102 B. C. 

. 




sku* , >• 

k&ha - >* V 

■Lt" 


Placet. 

fVom beginning 
of Hindu tjdieco. 

Longitude. 

Bentley. 

Bailly. 

Sod, 

o 

- 7 

5i 

38 

3oi 

/ 

45 

43 

0 

3oi 

I 

I 

3oi 

5 

57 

Mercury, 

- 4* 

3 

26 

268 

34 

5 

267 

35 

26 

261 

1 4 

21 

Venus, 

+ 34 

58 

69 

334 

36 

3o 

333 

44 

37 

334 

22 

18 

Mars, 

- *9 

4? 

26 

280 

48 

5 

288 

55 

• 9 

288 

55 

56 

Jupiter, 

+ 8 

,38 

36 

3i8 

l 6 

7 

3i8 

3 

54 

3io 

22 

IO 

Saturn, 

- 28 


i3 

28 l 

36 

18 

280 

I 

58 

293 

8 

21 

Moon, 

“ I 

33 

4 1 

3o8 

3 

5o 

3o6 

53 

43 

3oo 

5i 

l 6 

do. apsis, 

+ 95 

r 9 

21 

44 

56 

42 

6 l 

12 

26 

6 l 

i3 

33 

do. node. 

+198 

24 

45 

<48 

2 

16 

i44 

38 

32 

i 44 

JjL 

4t 


The want of agreement between the result* of the three different in- 
vestigations illustrates the difficulty and uncertainty even yet attending 
inquiries into the positions of the heavenly bodies at so remote an 
epoch. It is very possible that the calculations of the astronomers who 
were the framers of the Hindu system may have led them to suppose 
the approach to a conjunction nearer than it actually was ; but, however 
that may be, it seems hardly to admit of a doubt that the epoch was 
arrived at by astronomical calculation carried backward, and that it was 
fixed upon as the date of the last general conjunction, and made to 
determine the commencement of the present Age of the world, because 
the errors of the assumed positions of the planets at that time would 
be so small, and the number of years since elapsed so great, as to make 
the errors in the mean motions into which those positions entered as 
OH element only trifling in amount 

» The moon’s apsis and node, however, were treated in a different 
manner. Their distance from the initial point of the sphere, as shown 
^ teble . w as too great to be disregarded. They were accordingly 
idgly exempted from the general law of a conjunction once in 1 080 000 
years, and such a number of revolutions was assigned to them as should 
make their positions at the epoch come out, the one a quadrant, the 
Other a half-revolution, m advance of the initial point of the sphere 
We can now see why the deduction spoken of above (v. 24) for time 
‘ i P ent “ creation, needed to be made. In order to bring all the planets 
to a position .of mean conjunction at the epoch, the time previously 
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elapsed must be an exact multiple of the lesser period of 1,080,000 years, 
or the quarter- Age ; in order to give its proper position to the moon’s 
apsis, that time must contain a certain number of whole Ages, which 
are the periods of conjunction of the latter with the planets, together 
with a remainder of three quarter-Ages ; for the moon’s node, in like 
manner, it must contain a certain number of half- Ages, with a remainder 
of one quarter- Age. Now the whole number of years elapsed between the 
beginning of the Afon and that of the current Iron Age is equal to 1826 
quarter-Ages, with an odd surplus of 864,000 years : from it subtract 
an amount of time which shall contain this surplus, together with three, 
seven, eleven, fifteen, or the like (any number exceeding by three a mul- 
tiple of four), quarter-Ages, and the remainder will fulfil the conditions 
of the problem. The deduction actually made is of fifteen periods + 
the surplus. 

This deduction is a clear indication that, as remarked above (under j 
v. 17), the astronomical system was compelled to adapt itself to an! 
already established Puranic chronology. It could, indeed, fix the pre-l 
viously undetermined epoch of the commencement of the Iron Age, butj 
it could not alter the arrangement of the preceding periods. 

It is evident that, with whatever accuracy the mean positions of the 
planets may, at a given time, be ascertained by observation by the 
Hindu astronomers, their false assumption of a conjunction at the epoch 
of 3102 B. C. must introduce an element of error into their determina- 
tion of the planetary motions. The annual amount of that error may 
indeed be small, owing to the remoteness of the epoch, and the great 
number of years among which the errors of assumed position are divi- 
ded, yet it must in time grow to an amount not to be ignored or neglect- 
ed even by observers so inaccurate, and theorists so unscrupulous, as the 
Hindus. This is actually the case with the elements of the Surya-Sid- 
dhanta ; the positions of the planets, as calculated by them for the 
present time, are in some cases nearly 9° from the true places. The 
later astronomers of India, however, have known how to deal with such 
difficulties without abrogating their ancient text-books.- As the Surya- 
Siddhanta is at present employed in astronomical calculations, there are 
introduced into its planetary elements certain corrections, called bija 
(more properly i itja ; the word means literally “seed” ;■ we do not know 
how it arrived at its present significations in the mathematical language). 
That this was so, was known to Davis (As. Res.,- ii. 236), but he was 
unable to state the amount of the corrections, excepting in the case of 
the moon’s apsis and node (ibid., p. 275). Bentley (Hind. Ask, p. 179) 
.gives them in full, and upon his authority we present them in the 
annexed table. They are in the form, it will be noticed, of additions to, 
or subtractions from, the number of revolutions given for an Age, and 
the numbers are all divisible by four, in order not to interfere with the 
calculation by the lesser period of 1,080,000 years. We have added 
the corrected number of revolutions,- for both the greater and lesser 
period, the corrected time of revolution, expressed in Hindu divisions of 
the day, and the corrected amount of mean daily motion. 

These corrections were first applied, according to Mr. Bentley (As. 
Re&, viii. 220), about the beginning of the sixteenth century ; -they are 
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Resented by several treatises of that as well as of later date, not having 
been yet superseded by others intended to secure yet greater correctness. 

Mean Motions of the Planets as corrected by the blja. 


Venus, 

Mara, 

-Jupiter, 

Satsrn, 

Moon, 

“ apsis, 
' “ node. 


Correc- 

tion. 

Corrected number of revolu- 
tions 

ia 4,320,000 | in 1,080,000 
. yean. j years. 

Corrected 
time of revolution. 

" o 

- 16 
1- 12 

o 

- 8 
+ 12 

o 

- 4 
+ 4 

4,320,000 

17,937,044 

7,022,364 

2,296,832 

364,212 

i46,58o 

57,753,336 

488,199 

232,242 

1,080,000 
4,484,261 
1,755,591 
574,208 
91,053 
36,645 
14,438,334 
132,049 1 
58,o6oJ 

d n v p 

365 i5 3i 3.i4 
87 58 u 1.26 
224 4i 56 i.35 
686 59 5o 5.87 
4,332 24 56 5.56 
10,764 53 3o l.n 
27 19 18 0.16 
3,232 7 12 3.37 
6,794 16 58 0.66 


Corrected 
daily motion. 


59 8 10 10.4 

4 5 3a 19 54.5 

1 36 7 43 1.8 

3i 26 28 1 1. 1 

4 59 8 24.9 

2 o 23 28.9 

i3 10 34 52 3.8 

, 6 4o 58 30.7 

3 10 44 55.o 


k uccu huu, uowever, rety on external testimony alone for informa- 
tion as to the period when this correction was made. If the attempt to 
modify the elements in such a manner as to make them give the true 
positions of the planets at the time when they were so modified was in 
any tolerable degree successful, we ought to be able to discover by cal- 
culation the date of the alteration. If we ascertain for any given time 
the positions of the planets as given by the system, and compare them 
with the true positions as found by our best modern methods, and if we 
then divide the differences of position by the differences in the mean 
motions, we shall discover, in each separate case, when the error was or 
will be reduced to nothing. The results of such a calculation, made for 
Jan. 1, 1860, are given below, under v. 67. We see there that, if regard 
is had only to the absolute errors in the positions of the planets, no con- 
clusion of value can be arrived at ; the discrepancies between the dates 
rtf no error are altogether too great to allow of their being regarded as 
indicating any definite epoch of correction. If on the other hand, we 
sjssnme the place of the sun to have been the standard by which ’the 
positions of the other planets were tested, the dates of no error are seen 
to point quite distinctly to the first half of the sixteenth century as the 
time of the correction, their meamjbeing A. D. 1541. Upon this as- 
sumption, also, we see why no correction of bija was applied to Mars or 
to the moon: the former had, at the given time, only just passed his 
time of complete accordance with the sun, and the motion of the moon 
was ako already so closely adjusted to that of the sun, that the differ 
between their errors of position is even now less than 10* Nor 
» there any other supposition which will explain why the serious error 
m the position of the sun himself was overlooked at the time of the 
general correction, and why, by that correction, the absolute errors of 
poeitmn of more than one of the planets are made greater than they 

Tw l°^ rW1 H haYe r b r D ’ f 18 4116 C f 6 ; Jt is ’ in short, clearly evident 
that the alteration of the elements of the Surya-Siddhanta which was 

effected early in the sixteenth centuiy, was an adaptation of the errore 
of position of the other planets to that of the sun; assumed to be ^ 
rect and regarded as the standard. 
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Now if it is possible by this method to arrive approximately at the 
date of a correction applied to the elements of a Siddhanta, it should 
he possible in like manner to arrive at the date of those elements them- 
selves. For, owing to the false assumption of position at the epoch, 
there is but one point of time at which any of the periods of revolution 
will give the true place of its planet : if, then, as is to be presumed, the 
true places were nearly determined when any treatise was composed, 
and were made to enter as an element into the construction of its 
system, the comparison of the dates of no error will point to the epoch of 
its composition. The method, indeed, as is well known to all those who 
have made any studies in the history of Hindu astronomy, has already 
been applied to this purpose, by Mr. Bentley. It was first originated 
and put forth by him (in vol. vi. of the Asiatic Researches) at a time 
when the false estimate of the age and value of the Hindu astronomy 
^.presented by Bailly was still the prevailing one in Europe ; he strenu- 
ously defended it against more than one attack (As. lies., viii, and Hind. 
Ast), and finally employed it very extensively in his volume on the 
History of Hindu Astronomy, as a means of determining the age of the 
different Siddhantas. We present below the table from which, in the 
latter work (p. 126), he deduces the age of the Surya-Siddh&nta ; the 
column of approximate dates of no error we have ourselves added. 


Bentley's Table of Errors in the Positions of the Planets, as calculated, 
for successive periods, according to the Surya-Siddh&nta. 


Planet 

Iron Age 0, 
B. C. 3102. 

I. A. 1000, 
B . V . 2102. 

I. A. 2000, 
B.C. 1102. 

I. A. 3000, 
B. C. 102. 

I. A. 3639, 
A.D- 53a 

T. A. 4192, 
A. D. 1091. 

When 

correct 

Mercury, 

Venus, 

Mars, 

Jupiter, 

Saturn, 

Moon, 

“ apsis, 
“ node. 

« » » r 

+33 a5 35 
-3a 43 36 
+ia 5 4a 
-17 2 53 
+20 59 3 
- 5 5a 4i 
-3o 11 25 
+23 37 3 1 

• » If 

+a5 9 5a 
-24 37 3i 
+ 9 26 3a 
-12 44 16 
+i5 43 20 
- 3 5o 48 
-23 9 36 
+17 59 21 

+16 54 9 

-16 3r 26 
+ 6 47 22 

- 8 a5 39 
+10 27 37 

- 2 9 17 

-16 7 47 
+12 3i 11 

O • If 

+8 38 26 
-8 a5 21 
+4 8 12 

-4 7 2 
+5 ii 54 
-c 5a 33 
-9 5 58 
+7 3 1 

• • a 

+3 21 4o 
-3 14 45 
+2 26 3o 
-1 21 47 
+1 5o 10 
-0 18 3o 
-4 36 26 
+3 33 19 

-1 12 28 

+1 14 3 
+0 58 29 
+0 41 i4 
-i 4 25 
-O on 

-0 43 IO 
+0 3i 5o 

A. ». 

945 

939 

i 458 

906 

887 

1097 

1193 

1188 


From an average of the results thus obtained, Bentley draws the con- 
clusion that the Sftrya-Siddhanta dates from the latter part of the elev- 
enth century; or, more exactly, A. D. 1031. 

The general soundness of Bentley’s method will, we apprehend, be 
denied at the present time by few, and he is certainly entitled to not a 
little credit for his ingenuity in devising it, for the persevering indnstry 
shown in its application, and for the zeal and boldness with which he 
propounded and defended it. He succeeded in throwing not a little 
light upon an obscure and misapprehended subject, and his investiga- 
tions have contributed very essentially to our present understanding of 
the Hindu systems of astronomy. But the details of his work are not 
to be accepted without careful testing, and his general conclusions are 
often unsound, and require essential modification, or are to be rejected 
altogether. This we will attempt to show in connection with his treat- 
ment of the Surya-Siddhanta. 
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In the first place, Bentley has made a very serious error in that part 
of his calculations which concerns the planet Mercury. As that planet 
was, at the epoch, many degrees behind its assumed place, it was neces- 
sary, of course, to assign to it a slower than its true rate of motion. 
But the rate actually given it by the text is not quite enough slower, 
and, instead of exhausting the original error of position in the tenth 
century of our era, as stated by Bentley, would not so dispose of it for 
many hundred years yet to come. Hence the correction of the btja, as 
reported by Bentley himself, instead of giving to Mercury, as to all the 
rest, a more correct rate of motion, is made to have the contrary effect, 
in order the sooner to run out the original error of assumed position, 
and produce a coincidence between the calculated and the true places of 
the planet 

In the case of the other planets, the times of no error found by 
Bentley agree pretty nearly with those which we have ourselves ohaggt. 
tained, both by calculating backward from the errors of A. D. 188 Q^v 
and by calculating downward from those of B. C. 3102, and which are 
presented in the table given under verse 67. Upon comparing the two 
tables, however, it will be seen at once that Bentley’s conclusions are 
drawn, not from the sidereal errors of position of the planets, bnt from 
the errors of their positions as compared with that of the snn, and that 
of the sun’s own error he makes no account at all. This is a method of 
procedure which certainly requires a much fuller explanation and justifi- 
cation than he has seen fit anywhere to give of it. The Hindu sphere 
is a sidereal one, and in no wise bound to the movement of the sun. 
The sun, like the other planets, was not in the position assumed for him 
at the epoch of 3102 B. C, and consequently the rate of motion 
assigned to him by the system is palpably different from the real one : 
the sidereal year is about three minutes and a half too long. Why then 
should the sun’s error be ignored, and the sidereal motions of the other 
planets considered only with reference to the incorrect rate of motion 
established for him ? It is evident that Bentley ought to have taken 
folly into consideration the sbb’s position also, and to have shown either 
that it gave a like result with those obtained from the other planets, or, 
if not, what was the reason of the discrepancy. By failing to do so, he 
has, in our opinion, omitted the most fundamental datum of the whole * 
calculation, and the one which leads to the most important conclusions. 
We have seen, in treating of the btja, that it has been the aim of the 
modern Hindu astronomers, leaving the sun’s error untouched, to amend 
those of the other planets to an accordance with it. Now, as things 
are wont to be managed in the Hindu literature, it would be no matter 
for surprise if such corrections were incorporated into the text itself: 
had not the Surya-Siddhanta been, at the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, so widely distributed, and its data so universally known, and 
had not the Hindu science outlived already that growing and productive 
period of its history when a school of astronomy might put forth a cor- 
rected text of an ancient authority, and expect to see it make its way 
to general acceptance, crowding out, and finally causing to disappear, 
the older version— such a process of alteration might, in our view have 
passed upon it, and such a text might have been banded down to our 
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time as Bentley would liave pronounced, upon internal evidence, to have 
been composed early in the sixteenth century ; while, nevertheless, the 
original error of the sun would remain, untouched and increasing, to in- 
dicate what was the true state of the case. 

But what is the actual position of things with regard to our Sid- 
dhanta? We find that it presents us a set of planetary elements, which, 
when tested by the errors of position, in the manner already explained, 
do not appear to have been constructed so as to give the true sidereal 
positions at any assignable epoch, but which, on the other hand, exhibit 
evidences of an attempt to bring the places of the other planets into an 
accordance with that of the sun, made sometime in the tenth or eleventh 
century — the precise time is very doubtful, the discrepancies of the 
times of no error being far too great to give a certain result. Now it is 
as certain as anything in the history of Sanskrit literature can be, that 
there was a Shrya-Siddhanta in existence long before that date ; there 
is also evidence in the references and citations of other astronomical 
works (see Colebrooke, Essays, ii. 484 ; Hind. Alg., p. 1) that there have 
been more versions than one of a treatise bearing the title ; and we have 
seen above, in verse 9, a not very obscure intimation that the present 
work does not present precisely the same elements which had been ac- 
cepted formerly as those of the Surya-Siddhknta. What can lie nearer, 
then, than to suppose that in the tenth or eleventh century a correction 
of Uja was calculated for application to the elements of the Siddhknta, 
and was then incorporated into the text, by the easy alteration of fonr 
or five of its verses ; and accordingly, that while the comparative errors 
of the other planets betray the date of the correction, the absolute error 
of the sun indicates approximately the true date of the treatise ? 

In our table, the time oL mx-error of the sun is given as A. D. 250. 
The correctness of this date, however, is not to be too strongly insisted 
upon, being dependent upon the correctness with which the sun’s place 
was first determined, and then referred to the point assumed as the 
origin of the sphere. It was, of course, impossible to observe directly 
when the sun’s centre, by his mean motion, was 10' east of t, Piscium, 
and there are grave errors in the determination by the Hindus of the 
distances from that point of the other points fixed by them in their 
zodiac. And a mistake of 1° in the determination of the sun’s place. 




would occasion a difference of 425 years in the resulting date of nov v / 
error. We shall have occasion to recur to this subject in connection* 


error. We shall have occasion to recur to this subject in connection 
with the eighth chapter. 

There is also an alternative supposition to that which we have made 
above, respecting the conclusion from the date of no error of the sun. 
If the error in the sun’s motion were a fundamental feature of the whole 
Hindu system, appearing alike in all the different text-books of the 
science, that date would point to the origin rather of the whole system 
than of any treatise which might exhibit it. But although the different 
Siddh&ntas nearly agree with one another respecting the length of the 
sidereal year, they do not entirely accord, as is made evident by the 
following statement, in which are included all the authorities to which 
we have access, either in the original, or as reported by Colebrooke, 
Bentley, and Warren : 



168 


E. Burgess, etc 


p. 34— 


AutiioritY. 

Length of sidereal year. 

Error. 

Sdrya-Siddbanta, 

365d 6h 

1 2ia 36».56 

-f- 3m a5*.8i 

Piulija-SiddMnta, 

365 

6 

12 

36 

+ 3 

25.25 

Pdri^ara-Siddhdnta, 

365 

6 

12 

3i.5o 

+ 3 

20.75 

Arya-Siddbdnta, 

365 

6 

12 

3o.84 

+ 3 

20.09 

Laghu-Arya-Siddhanta, 

365 

6 

12 

3o 

+ 3 

19.25 

Siddlianta-^iromani, 

365 

6 

12 

9 

_|_ 2 

58.25 


The first five of these might be regarded as unimportant variations 
of the same error, but it would seem that the last is an independent de- 
termination, and one of later date than the others ; while, if all are 
independent, that of the Shrya-Siddhanta has the appearance of being 
the most ancient. Such questions as these, however, are not to be too 
hastily decided, nor from single indications merely ; they demand the 
most thorough investigation of each different treatise, and the careful 
collection of all the evidence which can be brought to bear upon them. 

Here lies Bentley’s chief error. He relied solely upon his method of 
examining the elements, applying even that, as we have seen, only par- 
tially and uncritically, and never allowing his results to be controlled 
or corrected by evidence of any other character. He had, in fact, no 
philology, an d he was , deficient in sound critical judgment. He thor- 
oughly misapprehended the character of the Hindu astronomical litera- 
ture, thinking it to be, in the main, a mass of forgeries framed for the 
ipurpose of deceiving the world respecting the antiquity of the Hindu 
people. Many of his most confident conclusions have already been 
overthrown by evidence of which not even he would venture to question 
the verity, and we are persuaded that but little of his work would stand 
the test of a thorough examination. 

The annexed table presents a comparison of the times of mean side- 
real revolution of the planets assumed by the Hindu astronomy, as rep- 
resented by two of its principal text-books, with those adopted by the 
great Greek astronomer, and those which modern science has established. 
The latter are, for the primary planets, from Le Yerrier; for the moon, 
from Nichol (Cyclopedia of the Physical Sciences, London : 1857). 
Those of Ptolemy are deduced from the mean daily rates of motion in 
longitude given by him in the Syntaxis, allowing for the movement of 
^the equinox according to the false rate adopted by him, of 36" yearly. 

Comparative Table of the Sidereal Revolutions of the Planets. 


Planet. 

Sirya^Siddhinta, 

Siddhanta-Qiromam 

Ptolemy. 

Modems. 

Son, 

Mercery, 

Venus, 

Mars, 

Jupiter, 

Saturn, 

Moon: 
sid. rev. 
synod, rev. 
rev. of apsis, 
“ “ node, 

d h m • 

365 6 12 36.6 
87 23 16 22.3 
224 16 45 56.2 
686 23 56 23.5 
4,33s 7 4< 444 
10,765 18 33 i3.6 

27 7 43 12.6 
29 12 44 2.8 
3,232 a i4 53.4 

6,794 9 35 454 

d h m • 

365 6 12 9.0 
87 23 16 4i.5 
224 16 45 1.9 
686 23 57 i.5 
4,332 5 45 43.7 
10,765 19 33 56.5 

27 7 43 12. 1 
29 12 44 2.3 
3,23a 17 37 6.0 
6,792 6 5 41.9 

d h m g 

365 36 948 6 
87 23 16 42.9 
224 16 5i 56.8 
686 23 3 i 56.i 
4,332 18 9 io.5 
10,758 17 48 14.9 

27 7 43 I 2.1 
29 12 44 3.3 
3,23s 9 52 i3.6 
6,799 23 18 39.4 

d h m s 

365 6 9 10.8 
87 23 1 5 43-9 
224 16 49 80 

686 23 3o 4i 4 
4,332 1 4 2 8.6 
10,759 5 l6 32.2 

27 7 43 11.4 
29 12 44 2.9 
3,232 i3 48 29.6 
6,798 6 41 45.6 
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In the additional notes at the end of the wort, we shall revert to the 
subject of these data, and of the light thrown by them upon the origin 
and age of the system. 

34 The number of risings of the asterisms, diminished by 

the number of the revolutions of each planet respectively, gives 
the number of risings of the planets in an Age. 

35. The number of lunar months is the difference between the 
number of revolutions of the sun and of the moon. If from it 
the number of solar months be subtracted, the remainder is the 
number of intercalary months. 

36. Take the civil days from the lunar, the remainder is the 
number of omitted lunar days (tithikshaya). From rising to 
rising of the sun are reckoned terrestrial civil days ; 

37. Of these there are, in an Age, one billion, five hundred 
and seventy-seven million, nine hundred and seventeen thousand, 
eight hundred and twenty-eight ; of lunar days, one billion, six 
hundred and three million, and eighty ; 

38. Of intercalary months, one million, five hundred and 
ninety-three thousand, three hundred and thirty-six ; of omitted 
lunar days, twenty-five million, eighty-two thousand, two hun- 
dred and fifty-two ; 

39. Of solar months, fifty-one million, eight hundred and forty 
thousand. The number of risings of the asterisms, diminished 
by that of the revolutions of the sun, gives the number of ter- 
restrial days. 

40. The intercalary months, the omitted lunar days, the side- 
real, lunar, and civil days — these, multiplied by a thousand, are 
the number of revolutions, etc., in an A5on. 

The data here given are combinations olj and deductions from, those 
contained in the preceding passage (vv. 29-34). For convenience of 
reference, we present them below in a tabular form. 

In 4,320,000 jean. In 1,080,000 jean. 


Sidereal days, 
deduct solar revolutions, 

1,582,237,828 

4,320,000 

395,559,457 

1,080,000 

Natural, or civil days, 

1.577,917,828 

394,479,457 

Sidereal solar years, 

multiply by no. of solar mouths in a year. 

4,320,000 

12 

1,080,000 

12 

Solar months, 

5 1,840,000 

12,960,000 

Moon’s sidereal revolutions, 
deduct solar revolutions. 

• 57,753,336 
4,320,000 

14,438,334 

1,080,000 

Synodical revolutions, lunar months, 
deduct solar months, 

53,433,336 

5 1,840,000 

1 3,358,334 
12,960,000 

Intercalary months, 

von. vi. 22 

1,593,336 

398,334’ 
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Lunar months, 53,433,336 

multiply by no. of lunar days in a month, 3 o 

13,358,334 

3o 

Lunar days, 
deduct civil days, 

i, 6o3, 000,080 
1 . 577 , 917,828 

400 , 750,020 

394479457 

Omitted lunar days, 

25 , 082,252 

6 , 270,563 


We add a few explanatory reinarks respecting some of the terms em- 
ployed in this passage, or the divisions of time which they designate. 

The natural day, nycthemeron, is. for astronomical purposes, reckoned 
in the Shrya-Siddh&nta from midnight to midnight, and is of invariable 
length ; for the practical uses of life, the Hindus count it from sunrise 
to sunrise ; which would cause its duration to vary, in a latitude as high 
as our own, sometimes as much as two or three minutes. As above 
noticed, the system of Brahmagupta and some others reckon the astro- 
nomical day also from sunrise. 

For the lunar day, the lunar and solar month, and the general con- 
stitution of the year, see above, under verse 13. The lunar month, 
which is the one practically reckoned by, is named from the solar month 
in which it commences. An intercalation takes place when two lunar 
months begin in the same solar month : the former of the two is called 
an intercalary month ( adhim&sa , or adhimasaka, “extra month”), of the 
same name as that which succeeds it. ’ 

The term “omitted lunar day” ( tithikshaya , “loss of a lunar day”) 
is explained by the method adopted in the calendar, and in practice, of 
naming the days of the month. The civil day receives the name of the 
lunar day which ends in it ; but if two lunar dap end in the same solar 
day, the former of them is reckoned as loss ( kshaya ), and is omitted, the 
day being named from the other. 


revolutions of the sun’s apsis ( manda ), moving east- 
ward, m an Mon, are three hundred and eighty-seven ; of that 
of Mars, two hundred and four ; of that of Mercury, three hun- 
dred and sixty-eight ; 

42. Of that of Jupiter, nine hundred; of that of Yenus, five 
hundred and thirty-five; of the apsis of Saturn, thirty-nine. 
Farther, the revolutions of the nodes, retrograde, are: 

48. Of that of Mars, two hundred and fourteen; of that of 
Mercury, four hundred and eighty-eight; of that of Jupiter, one 
hundred and seventy-four ; of that of Yenus, nine hundred and 
three; 

44. Of the node of Saturn, the revolutions in an .Eon are six 
hundred and sixty-two : the revolutions of the moon’s apsis and 
node have been given here already. 

In ° f * 6 CTriou s future of the Hindu system of astronomy 

presented m tins passage, we first give the annexed table ; which shows 
the number of revolutions m the JEon, or period of 4,320,000 000 years, 
assigned by the text to the apsis and node of each planet, the resulting 
tune of revolution, the number of years which each would require to 
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pass through an arc of one minute, and the position of each, according 
to the system, in 1850; the latter being reckoned in our method, from 
the vernal equinox. Farther are added the actual positions for Jan. 1, 
1850, as given by Biot (Traite d’ Astronomie, tom. v. 529) ; and finally, 
the errors of the positions as determined by this Siddhanta. 

Table of Revolutions and Present Position of the Apsides and Nodes of 

the Planets. 



A mere inspection of this table is sufficient to show that the Hindu 
astronomers did not practically recognize any motion of the apsides and 
nodes of the planets ; since, even in the case of those to which they 
assigned the most rapid motion, two thousand years, at the least, would 
be required to produce such a change of place as they, with their im- 
perfect means of observation, would be able to detect. 

This will, however, be made still more clearly apparent by the next 
following table, in which we give the positions of the apsides and nodes 
as determined by four different text-books of the Hindu science, for the 
commencement of the Iron Age. 

Positions of the Apsides and Nodes of the Planets, according to Different 
Authorities, at the Commencement of the Iron Age, 3102 B. C. 











172 




E. Burgess , etc., 


[i.44— 


The data of the Arva and Phrhgara Siddhantas, from which the posi- 
tions given in the table are calculated, are derived from Bentley (Hind, 
Ast. pp. 139, 144). To each position is prefixed the number of com- 
pleted revolutions ; or, in the case of the nodes, of which the motion is 
retrograde, the number of whole revolutions of which each falls short 
by the amount expressed by its position. 

The almost universal disagreement of these four authorities with 
respect to the number of whole revolutions accomplished, and their 
general agreement as to the remainder, which determines the position,* 
prove that the Hindus had no idea of any motion of the apsides and 
nodes of the planets as an actual and observable phenomenon ; but, 
knowing that die moon’s apsis and node moved, they fancied that the 
symmetry of the universe required that those of the other planets should 
move also ; and they constructed their systems accordingly. They held, 
too, as will be seen at the beginning of the second chapter, that the 
nodes and apsides, as well as the conjunctions ( figkra ), were beings, 
stationed in the heavens, and exercising a physical influence over their 
respective planets, and, as the conjunctions revolved, so must these also. 
In framing their systems, then, they assigned to these points such a 
number of revolutions in an JCon as should, without attributing to them 
any motion which admitted of detection, make their positions what they 
supposed them actually to be. The differences in respect to the number 
of revolutions were in part rendered necessary by the differences of other 
features of the systems ; thus, while that of the Siddhanta-giromani 
makes the planetary motions commence at the beginning of the JEoii, 
by that of the Surya-Siddhanta they commence 17,064,000 years later 
(see above, v. 24), and by that of the Arya-Siddhanta, 3,024,000 years 
later (Bentley, Hind. Ast. p. 139) : in part, however, they are merely 
arbitrary ; for, although the Paragara-Siddhanta agrees with the Sid- 
dhknta-yiromani as to the time of the beginning of things, its numbers 
of revolutions correspond only in two instances with those of the latter. 

It may be farther remarked, that the close accordance of the different 
astronomical systems in fixing the position of points which are so difficult 
of observation and deduction as the nodes and apsides, strongly indicates, 
either that the Hindus were remarkably accurate observers, and all 
arrived independently at a near approximation to the truth, or that some 
one ofthern wa3 followed as an authority by the others, or that all alike 
derived their data from a common source, whether native or foreign, 
v® ""P® end of this work the discussion of these different 

possibilities, and JHb presentation of data which may tend to settle the 
question between THem. 


45. Now add together the time of the six Patriarchs (manu) 
with their respective twilights, and with the dawn at the com- 
mencement of tWuEon (kalpa ) ; farther, of the Patriarch Manu 
son of V lvasvant, ’ 


* It is altogether probable that, in the two cases where the Arva * 

to disagree with the others, ita data were either gTven krorredL 
thority, or have been incorrectly reported by him. Bentle ^ s au ’ 
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46. The twenty-seven. Ages (yuga) that are past, and likewise 
the present Golden Age (krta yuga ) ; from their sum subtract the 
time of creation, already stated in tefrms of divine years, 

47. In solar years : the result is the time elapsed at the end of 
the Golden Age ; namely, one billion, nine hundred and fifty- 
three million, seven hundred and twenty thousand solar years. 


We have already presented this computation, in foil, in the notes to 
verses 28 and 24. 


48. To this, add the number of years of the time since 
past .... 


As the SOrya-SiddMnta professes to have been revealed by the Sun 
about the end of the Golden Age, it is of course precluded from taking 
any notice of the divisions of time posterior to that period : there is 
nowhere in the treatise an allusion to any of the eras which are actually 
made use of by the inhabitants of India in reckoning time, with the ex- 
ception of the cycle of sixty years, which, by its nature, is bound to no 
date or period (see below, v. 55). The astronomical era is the com-L • ' ' 
mencement of the Iron Age, the epoch, according to this Siddhanta, of 


i 

r 




the last general conjunction of the planets; this coincides, as stated 


above (under w. 29-34) with Feb. 18, 1612 J. P., or 3102 B. C. From h 
that time will have elapsed, npon the eleventh of April, 1859, the Ag(>0 
number of 4960 complete sidereal years of the Iron Age. The com- ■ 
putation of the whole period, from the beginning of the present order 
of things, is then as follows : 


r 




'-VS?* 


1 i s V* 


From end of creation to end of last Golden Age, 
Silver Age, 

Brazen Age, 

Of Iron Age, 


1,296,000 

864000 

4,960 


1,953,720,000 


2,164.960 


Total from end of creation to April, 1869 , 1,955,884960 

Since the Sftrya-Siddh&nta, as will appear from the following verses, 
rajfcons by luni-solar years, it regards as the end of I. A. 4960 not 
twend of the solar sidereal year of that number, but that of the luni-M 
solar year, which, by Hindu reckoning, is completed npon the third of 1 
the same month ( see ard, h^la Sa nka lita, finable, p. xxxu). 


48 ... . Keduce the sum to months, and add the months 
expired of the current year, beginning with the light half of 
Ciiitra. 

49. Set the result down in two places; multiply it by the 
number of intercalary months, and divide by that of solar 
months, and add to the last result the number of intercalary 
months thus found ; reduce the sum to days, and add the days 
expired of the current month ; 

50. Set the result down in two places; multiply it by the 
number of omitted lunar days, and divide by that of lunar days ; 
subtract from the last result the number of omitted 
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thus obtained: the remainder is, at midnight, on the meridian of 
Lanka, 

51. The sum of days, ii#*feivil reckoning 

In these verses is taught the method of one of the most important 
and frequently recurring processes in Hindu Astronomy, the finding, 
namely, of the number of civil or natural days which have elapsed at 
any given date, reckoning either from the beginning of the present 
creation, or (see below, v. 56) from any required epoch since that time. 
In the modern technical language, the result is uniformly styled the 
akargana , “ sum of days ; ” that precise term, however, does not once 
occur in the text of the Sbrya-Siddhanta : in the present passage we 
have dyugana, which means the same thing, and in verse 53 dinar a gi, 
“ heap or quantity of days.” 

The process will be best illustrated and explained by an example. 
Let it be required to find the sum of days to the beginning of Jan. 1, 
1860. 

It is first necessary to know what date corresponds to this in Hindu 
reckoning. We have remarked above that the 4960th year of the Iron 
Age is completed in April, 1859 ; in order to exhibit the place in the 
next following year of the date required, and, at the same time, to pre- 
sent the names and succession of the months, which in this treatise are 
assumed as known, and are nowhere stated, we have constructed the 
following skeleton of a Hindu calendar for the year 4961 of the Iron 
Age. 

Solar Year. 


month. first day. 


(L A. 4960.) 

J2. Giitra, 

Mar. 


1859. 

(I A. 4961) 

1. V&cakha, 

Apr. 

”, 

do. 

2. Jy&iahtha, 

Hay 


do. 

3 . Ashadha, 

June 

14 , 

do. 

4 . (^ravaria, 

July 

1 5 , 

do. 

5 . Bhddrapada, Aug. 

16, 

do. 

6 . Afrina, 

Sept. 

16, 

do. 

7. KArttika, 

Oct. 


do. 

8. MArgasiraha, Nov. 

1 5 , 

do 

91 PAoaha, 

Dec. 

i 5 , 

do. 

10. MAgha, 

Jan. 

i 3 , 

i860. 

ir. PhAlgtma, 

Feb. 

”, 

do. 

12. Caitra, 

Mar. 

”, 

do. 


Iitmi-aolar Year. 


month. 

first siy. 

. A. 4961.) 



1. CAitra, 

Apr. 4 , 1859. 

2. Vdijakha, 

May 3 , 

do. 

3 . Jydishtha, 

June 2, 

do. 

4 . Asbddba, 

July 1, 

do m 

5 . Qravaijii, 

July 3 i, 

do" 

6. Bhadrapada, Aug. 29, 

do. 

7. Afvina, 

Sept. 28 , 

do. 

8. Kdrttika, 

Oct. 27, 

do. 

9. Mdrgajirsha, Nov. 26, 

do. 

10. Pdusha, 

Dec. 25 , 

do. 

11. Mdgha, 

Jan. 2 4 , i860. 

12. Phalguna, 

Feb. 22, 

do. 

A. 4962.) 



1. Cditra, 

Mar. 23 , 

do. 


The names of the solar months are derived from the names of the 
aaterisms (sec below, chap, viii.) in which, at the time of their being first 
so designated, the moon was full during their continuance. The same 
names are transferred to the lunar months. Each lunar month is divided 
into two^ts; the first, called the light half (guUa paksha, “bright 


w 


■1 
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side”), lasts from new moon to full moon, or wliile the moon is waxing ; 
the other, called the dark half ( krshna paksha, “black side”), lasts from 
full moon to new moon, or while the moon is waning. 

The table shows that Jan. 1, 1860, is the eighth day of the tenth 
month of the 4961st year of the Iron Age. The time, then, for which 
we have to find the sum of days, is 1,965,884,960 y, 9 m., 7 d. 


Number of complete years elapsed, 1,965,884,960 

multiply by number of solar months in a year, 1 2 

Number of months, 23,470,619,520 

add months elapsed of current year, 9 

"Whole number of months elapsed, 23,470,619,529 


Now a proportion is made : as the whole number of solar months 
in an Age is to the number of intercalary months in the same period, so 
is the number of months above found to that of the corresponding 
intercalary months : or, 

5 i, 84 o,ooo : 1 , 593,336 : : 23,470,619,529 : 721,384703 + 

Whole number of months, as above, 23^70,619,529 

add intercalary months, 721,384703 

Whole number of lunar months, 24192,004232 

multiply by number of lunar days in a month, 3 o 

Number of lunar days, 725,760,126,960 

add lunar days elapsed of current month, 7 

Whole number of lunar days elapsed, 725,760,126,967 

To reduce, again, the number of lunar days thus found to the corres- 
ponding number of solar days, a proportion is n^le, as before : as the 
whole number of lunar days in an Age is to the number of omitted lunar 
days in the same period, so is the number of lunar days in the period 
for which the sum of days is required to that of the corresponding 
omitted lunar days : or, 

1, 6 o 3 , 000,080 : 25,082,252 : : 725,760,126,967 : 11,356,018,395 + 

Whole number of lunar days as above, 725,760,126,967 

deduct omitted lunar days, 1 1,356,018,395 

Total number of civil days from end of creation f ... Q , 
to beginning of Jan. 1, i860, f 7i44o4.io8.57a 

JVjj $?] 

This, then, is the required sum of days, for the beginning of the year 
A.D. 1860, at midnight, upon the Hindu prime meridian. 

The first use which we are instructed to make of the result thus ob- 
tained is an astrological one. 

51 ... . From this may be found the lords of the day, the 
month, and the year, counting from the sun. If the number be 
divided by seven, the remainder marks the lord of the day, be- 
ginning with the sun. 

52. Divide the same number by the number of days in a 
month and in a year, multiply the one quotient by two and the 
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other by tbree^add one to each product, and divide by seven ; 
the remainders indicate the lords of the month and of the 
year. ' ' 

These verses explain the method of ascertaining, from the sum of days 
already found, the planet which is accounted to preside over the day, 
and also those under whose charge are placed the month and year in 
which 'that day occurs. 

To find the lord of the day is to find the day of the week, since the 
latte* derives its name from the former. The week, with the names and 
succession of its days, is the same in India as with us, having been 
derived to both from a common source. The principle upon which the 
alignment of the -days to their respective guardians was made has been 
handed' down by ancient authors (see Ideler, Handbuch d. math. u. tech. 
Chronologie, i. 178, etc.), and is well known. It depends upon the 
division of the day into twenty-four hours, and the assignment of each 
of these in succession to the planets, in their natural order ; the day 
being regarded as under the dominion of that planet to which its first 
hour belongs. Thus, the planets being set down in the order of their 
proximity to the earth, as determined by the ancient systems of as- 
tronomy (for the Hindu, see below, xii. 84-88), beginning with the 
remotest, as follows : Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, sun, Venus, Mercury, moon, 
and the first hour of the twenty-four being assigned to the Sun, as chief 
of the planets, the second to Venus, etc, it will be found that the twenty- 
fifth hour, or the first of the second day, belongs to the moon ; the forty- 
ninth, or the first of the third day, to Mars, and so on. Thus is obtained 
a-tiew arrangement of the planets, and this is the one in which this 
SiddMtttvwhen referring to them, always assumes them to stand (see, 
for instance, below, tt|70 ; ii. 35—37) : it has the convenient property 
that by it the sun ana moon are separated from the other planets, from 
which they are by so many peculiarities distinguished. Upon this order 
depend the rules here given for ascertaining also the lords of the month 
and of the year. The latter, as appears both from the explanation of 
the commentator, and from the rules themselves, are no actual months 
and years, hut periods of thirty and three hundred and sixty days, fol- 
lowing one another in uniform succession, and supposed to be placed, 
like the day, under th^ guardianship of the planets to whom belong 
their first subdivisions : thus the lord of the day is the lord of its first 
hour ; the lord of fim month is the lord of its first day (and so of its 
ju^t hour) ; , the lord of the year is the lord of its first month (and so 
to its first day and hour). We give below this artificial arrangement 
gf the planets, with the order in which they are found to succeed one 
another as lords of the. periods of one, thirty, and three hundred and 
gjxty days; we add their natural order of succession, as lords of the 
hours; and we farther prefix the ordinary names of the days, with their 
English equivalents. Other of the numerous names of the planets, it 
is. to be remarked, may he put before the word vara to form the name 
of the day : v&ra itself means literally “successive time,” or “turn,” 
*nd is not, used, so far as we are aware, in any other connection, to 
denote a day. 
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Name of day. 

Presiding Planet 

Saceeuioa, 
day, mootb, 

u Lord of 
year, hoar. 

ItavivAra, 

Sunday, 

Sun, 

1 

1 

I 1 

Somav&ra, 

Monday, 

Moon, 

2 

5 

6 4 

Mangalavara, 

Tuesday, 

Mars, 

3 

2 

4 7 

Budhavfira, 

Wednesday, 

Mercury, 

4 

6 

2 3 

Guru vara, 

Thursday, 

Jupiter, 

5 

3 

7 6 

(JukravSra, 

Friday, 

Venus, 

6 

7 

5 2 

Qaniv&ra, 

Saturday, 

Saturn, 

7 

4 

3 5 


As the first day of the subsistence of the present order of things is 
supposed to have been a Sunday, it is only necessary to divide the sum 
of days by seven, and the remainder will be found, in the first column, 
opposite the name of the planet to which the required day belongs. 
Thus, taking the sum of days found above, adding to it one, for the first 
of January itself and dividing by seven, we have : 

7)714404,108,573 

102,057,729,796—1 

The first of January, 1860, accordingly, falls on a Sunday by Hindu 
reckoning, as by our own. 

On referring to the table, it will be seen that the lords of the months 
follow one another at intervals of two places. To find, therefore, by a 
summary process, the lord of the month in which occurs any given day, 
first divide the sum of days by thirty ; the quotient, rejecting the re- 
mainder, is the number of months elapsed ; multiply this by two, that 
each month may push the succession forward two steps, add one for the 
current month, divide by seven in order to get rid of whole series, and 
the remainder is, in the column of lords of the day, the number of the 
regent of the month required. Thus : 

30)714404108,572 

23,813,470,2854- 


47,626,940,570 

r 

7 )47,626,940,571 

6,803,848,662—7 

The regent of the month in question is therefore Saturn. 

By a like pmcess is found the lord of the year, saving that, as the 
lords of the yfpjjsucceed one another at intervals of three places, the 
multiplication is by three instead of by two. Upon working out the 
process, it will be found that the final remainder is five, which designates 
Jupiter as the lord of the year at the given time. 

Excepting here and in the parallel passage xii. 77, 78, no reference is 
made in the Sftrya-Siddh&nta to the week, or to the names of its days. 
Indeed, it is not correct to speak of the week at all in connection with 
India, for the Hindus do not seem ever to have regarded it as a division 
of time, or a period to be reckoned by ; they knew only of a certain order 
of succession, in which the days were placed under the regency of the 
seven planets. And since, moreover, as remarked above (under vr, 1 1, 
von. vi. 33 
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12), tbeynevet made that division of the day into twenty-four hours 
upon which the order of regency depends, it follows that the whole sys- 
tem was of foreign origin, and introduced into India along with other 
elements of the modern sciences of astronomy and astrology, to which 
it belonged. Ita proper foundation, the lordship of the successive hours, 
is shown by the other passage (xii. 78) to have been also known to the 
Hindus; and the name by which the hours are there called (hord=ap*) 
indicates beyond a question the source whence they derived it. 

58 . Multiply the sum of days (dinara/p) by the number of 
revolutions of any planet, and divide by the number of civil 
days; the result is the position of that planet, in virtue of its 
mean motion, in revolutions and parts of a revolution. 

By the number of revolutions and of civil days is meant, of course, 
their number, as stated above, in an Age. For “ position of the planet,” 
etc., the text has, according to its usual succinct mode of expression, 
simply “is the planet, in revolutions, etc.” There is no word for “po- 
sition” -or “place” in the vocabulary of this Siddhanta. 

This verse gives the method of finding the mean place of the planets 
at any given time for which the sum of days has been ascertained, by 
a simple proportion : as the number of civil days in a period is to the 
number of revolutions during the same period, so is the snm of days to 
the number of revolutions and parts of a revolution accomplished down 
to the given time. Thus, for the sun : 

1^77/9' 7. 8 : 4 , 3 ao,ooo : : 714,404.108,57* : l, 955 1 884 ,g 6 oro'» 8 » I 7 ° 48 ' 7 " 

The mean longitude of the sun, therefore, Jan. 1st, 1 860, at midnight 
OB the meridian of Ujjayrnt, is 257° 48' 7". We have calculated in this 
manner the positions of all the planets, and of the moon’s apsis fend 
node — availing ourselves, however, of the permission given below, in 
Verse 56, and reckoning only from the last epoch of conjunction, the be- 
ginning of the Iron Age (from which time the sum of days is 1,811,945), 
and also employing the numbers afforded by the lesser period of 
1,080,000 years — and present the results in the following table. 

Mean Places of the Planets, Jan. 1st, 1 860, midnight, at Ujjayini. 


Planet. 

According to the 
Surya-Siddhantn. 

The *ame 

corrected by the Uja. 


<rev.) 

• 

• 

r 

se 

9 


t 

M 

Sna, 

(4.960) 

8 

»7 

48 

7 

8 


48 

7 

Mereary, 

(* 0 , 597 ) 

4 

i5 

i3 

8 

4 

F 

36 

l6 

Veout, 

(8,063) 

to 

31 

8 

59 

IO 

l6 

II 

22 

Vara, 

(2.637) 

5 

3 4 

17 

36 

5 

*4 

17 

36 

Jupiter, 

(4i8) 

3 

*6 

O 

7 

2 

22 

4. 

4i 

Saturn, 

(.68) 

3 

30 

II 

13 

3 

*5 

8 

5o 

Moon, 

(66,3.8) 

II 

l5 

*3 

*4 

11 

i5 

*3 

24 

“ apsis, 

(56o) 

IO 

9 

4* 

26 

IO 

8 

3 

i3 

* node. 

(* 67 -) 9 

34 

26 

4 

9 

22 

46 

5t 


The positions are 
revolutions stated k 


en as deduced both from the numbers of 
le text, and from th ’ same as corrected by the 
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btja : prefixed are the numbers of complete revolutions accomplished 
since the epoch. In the cases of the moon’s apsis and node, however, 
it was -necessary to employ the numbers of revolutions given for the 
whole Age, these not being divisible by four, and also to add to their 
ascertained amount of movement their longitude at the epoch (see below, 
under w. 57, 58). 

54. Thus also are ascertained the places of the conjunction 
(fighra) and apsis (mandocca) of each planet, which have been 
mentioned as moving eastward ; and in like manner of the nodes, 
which have a retrograde motion, subtracting the result from a 
whole circle. 

The places of the apsides and nodes live already been given above 
(under vv. 41-44), both for the commencement of the Iron Age, and 
for A. D. 1850. The place of the conjunctions of the three superior 
planets is, of course, the mean longitude of the sun. In the case of the 
inferior planets, the place of the conjunction is, in fact, the mean place of 
the planet itself in its proper orbit, and it is this which we have given Jftr 
Mercury and Venus in the preceding table : while to the Hindu appre- 
hension, the mean place of those planets is the same with that of the sun. 

55. Multiply by twelve the past revolutions of Jupiter, add 
the signs of the current revolution, and divide by sixty ; the 
remainder marks the year of Jupiter’s cycle, counting from 
Vijaya. 

This is the rule for finding the current year of the cycle of sixty 
years, which is in use throughout all India, and which is called the cycle 
of Jupiter, because the length of its years is measured by the passage 
of that planet, by its mean motion, through one sign of the zodiac. 
According to the data given in the text of this Siddb&nta, the length of 
Jupiter’s year is 361^(^88”; the correction of the btja makes it about 
12 m longer. It was doubtless on account of the near coincidence of 
this period with the true solar year that it was adopted as a measure of 
time ; but it has not been satisfactorily ascertained, so far as we are 
aware, where the cycle originated, or what is its age, or why it was 
made to consist of sixty years, including five whole revolutions of the 
planet. There was, indeed, also in use a cycle of twelve of Jupiter’s 
years, or the time of one sidereal revolution : see below, xiv. 1 7. Davis 
(As. Res. iii. 209, etc.) and Warren (Ekla Sankalita, p. 197, etc.) have 
treated at some length of the greater cycle, and of the different modes 
of reckoning and naming its years usual in the different provinces of 
India. 

In illustration of the rule, let us ascertain the year of the cycle cor- 
responding to the present year. A, D. 1859. It is not necessary to make 
the calculation from the creation, as the rule contemplates ; for, since 
the number of Jupiter’s revolutions in the period of 1,080,000 years is 
divisible by five, a certain number of whole cycles, without a remainder, 
will have elapsed at the beginning of the Iron Age. The revolutions of 
the planet since that time, as stated in the table last given, are 418, and 
H is in the 3rd sign of the 419th revolution ; the reduction of the whole 
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amonnt of movement to signs shows ns that the current year is the 
5019th since the epoch : divide this by 60, to cast ont whole cycles, and 
the remainder, 39, is the number of the year in the current cycle. This 
treatise nowhere gives the names of the years of Jupiter, but, as in the 
case of the months, the signs of the zodiac, and other similar matters, 
assumes them to be already familiarly known in their succession: we 
accordingly present them below. We take them from Mr. Davis’s paper, 
alluded to above, not having access at present to any original authority 
which contains them. 

■ I. Vijay* 21. Pram (id in. 

2. Jay*. 22. Ananda. 

3. Man math* iiJ34kshaa* 

4 . Durmukh* 24rAaaln. 

5 . Hemalamba. 2 5 . Pingal* 

6. V ilamb a. 26. K&layukta. 

7 * Vikarin. 27. Siddharthin. 

8. Carrarl 2& Kftadr* 

9 - M*v* 29. Durmati. 

Cubhakrt. 3 o. Dundubhi. 

II. yobhana. 3 1 . Rudhirodg&rin. 

1 a. Krodbio. 32 . Rakt&ksha. 

1 3 . Vj^vflvaau. 33 . Krodhaoa. 

1 4 . Parftbhara. 34 . Kshaya. 

* 5 . Plavang* 35 . Prabhav* 

16. Ktlai* 36 . VibhaT* 

17. 8ftnmya. 37. Qukk. 

ia SfidhAra^a. 3 a Pramoda. 

19 Virodhakrt 39 Prajfipatl 

2* Paridh&Tin. do. Ang im. 


4i. Qrimukha. 

4* Bbav* 

43. Yuvan. 

44. Dljitar. 

45. l^vara. 

46. Bahndhanya. 
47- Pram&thin. 

48. Vikrama. 

49 . Bhrjy* 

50. Citrabbano. 

51. SubbamL 

52. Tirana. 

53. Fflrthiv* 

54. Yyay* 

55. Sarvajit. 

56. Sarvadharin. 

57 . Virodhin. 

58. Yikrta. 

59 . Khar* 

60. Nandan* 


It appears, then, that the current year of Jupiter’s cycle is named 
^r^apati: upon dividing by the planet’s mean daily motion the part of 
the current sign already passed over, it will be found that, according to 
the text, that year commenced on the twenty-third of February, 1859 ; 
or, if the correction of the bija be admitted, on the third of April. 

■ Although it is thus evident that the Shrya-Siddhhnta regards both 
~ existing order of things and the Iron Age as having begun with 
Vysya, that year is not generally accounted as the first, but as the 
twenty-sevenui, of the cycle, which is thus made to commence with 
IVabaava. An explanation of this discrepancy might perhaps throw 
nn po rUnt light upon the origin or history of the cycle. 

Uiis method of reckoning time is Milled (see below, xiv. 1 21 the 
Mrkaspatya sad* a, “ measure of Jupiter.” ’ 

56. The processes which have thus been stated in full detail 
axe practical ly applied in an abridged form. The calculation of 

fi tb f/ laDetS ^ ^ made &om “7 epoch 
(yugw) that may be fixed upon. • r 

57. Now, at the end of the Golden Age (krta yuga), all the 
planets, by their mean motion — excepting, however, their nodes 

! (m *^° CCa) ~ fcg?e y conjunctign in the flnt of Arte* I 

.^ 68 ^ The P°c®s *po«j^o) is in the first^TOapricorn, and 
its node is in the first of Libra; and the rest, which have been 
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stated above to have a slow motion — their position cannot be 
expressed in whole signs. 

It is curious to observe how the Sflrya-Siddh&nta, lest it should seem 
to admit a later origin than that which it claims in the second verse of 
this chapter, is compelled to ignore the real astronomical epoch, the 
beginning of the Iron Age ; and also how it avoids any open recog- 
nition of the lesser cycle of 1,080,000 years, by which its calculations 
are so evidently intended to be made. 

The words at.the end of verse 56 the commentator interprets to mean : 

“ from the beginning of the current, i. e., the Silver, Age.” In this he 
is only helping to keep up the pretence of the work to immemorial an- 
tiquity, even going therein beyond the text itself, which expressly says : 

“ from any desired ( ishtatas ) yuga." Possibly, however, we have taken 
too great a liberty in rendering yuga by “ epoch,” and it should rather 
be “ Age,” i. e., “ beginning of an Age.” The word yuga comes from j 
the root yuj, “to join ” (Latin, jungo ; Greek, &iywui : the word itself | 
is the same with jugum, and seems to have been originally ap- 

plied to indicate a cycle, or period, by means of which the conjunction 
or correspondence of discordant modes of reckoning time was kept up ; 
thus it still signifies also the lustrum , or cycle of five years, which, with 
an intercalated month, anciently maintained the correspondence of the 
year of 360 days with the true solar year. From such uses it was trans- 
ferred to designate the vaster periods of the Hindu chronology. 

As half an Age, or two of the lesser periods, are accounted to have ; 
elapsed between the end of the Golden and the beginning of the Iron 
Age, the planets, at the latter epoch, have again returned to a position 
of mean conjunction : the moon’s node, also, is still in the first of Libra, 
but her apsis has changed its place half a revolution, to the first of j 
Cancer (see above, under w. 29-34). The positions of the apsides and | 
nodes of the other planets at the same time have been given already, j 
under verses 41—44. 

The Hindu names of the signs correspond in signification with our own, 
having been brought into India from the West. Th ere is nowhere in 
this work any allusion to them as constellations, or as having any fixed 
position of their own in the heavens : they are simply the names of the 
succcssiw* signs Into which any circle is divided, and it is left 

to bedetermined by the connection, in any case, from what point they 
shall be counted. Here, of course, it is the initial point of the fixed 
Hindu sphere (see above, under v. 27). As the signs are, in the sequel, 
frequently cited by name, we present annexed, for the convenience of 
reference of those to whose memory they are not familiar in the order 
of their succession, their names, Latin and Sanskrit, their numbers, and 
the figures generally used to represent them. Those enclosed in 
brackets do not chance to occur in our text. 


iioi r" 


4 ejr 


t Ju >r 


i. Aries, 
a. Taurus, 


rp media, aja. 
8 vrthan. 


3. Gemini, n mithma. 

4. Cancer, C karka, karkata. 


5. Leo, 

& Virgo, 


SI [**»&*]. 
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7. Libra, tvl&. 

8 . Scorpio, B1 fvrfetfcr,) Hi. 

9 . Sagittarius, / dhantu. 

to. Oapricomus, VT makara, nrgt. 

11. Aquarho, « Jntmbhd. • 

ia. Pieces, H [minaj. . 
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In the translation given above of the second half of verse 88, not a 
Ettle violence is done to the natural construction. This would seem to 
require that it be rendered : “ and the rest are in whole signs (have come 
to a position which is without a remainder of degrees) ; they, being of 
slow motion, are not stated here.” But the actual condition of things 
at the epoch renders necessary the former translation, which is that of 
the commentator also. We cannot avoid conjecturing that the natural 
rendering was perhaps the original one, and that a subsequent alteration 
of the elements of the treatise compelled the other and forced interpre- 
tation to be put upon the passage. . ” 

The commentary gives the positions of the apsides and nodes (those 
of the nodes, however, in reverse) for the epoch of the end of the Golden 
Ag®, but, strangely enough, both in the printed edition and in our manu- 
script, commits the blunder of giving the position of Saturn’s node a 
second time, for that of his apsis, and also of making the seconds of the 
position of the node of Mars 12, instead of 24. We therefore add them 
below, in their correct form. 


Motion of the Apsides and Nodes of the Planets, to the End of the last 

Golden Age. 


Planet. 

Apsis. 

Node. 

Sun, 

Mercury, 

Venus, 

Man, 

Jupiter, 

Saturn, 

(rev.) s . , 

(•75) o 7 j 6 n 

( 166 ) 5 4 4 48 

(a4i) n i3 at o 

(<p) 3 3 14 i4 

(4»7) 0900 

( 17 ) 7 19 35 a4 

(rev.) » , , „ 

(«o) 8 11 16 48 

(4°8) 4 17 j5 48 * 

( 9 b) 9 it 20 24 

( 78 ) 8 8 56 34 

( 299 ) 4 20 i3 is 


mean places ot tne planets for midnight 

on the prune mendian having been now folly explained, the treatise 
proceed to show how they may be found for other places, and for other 

t, * n * 8 “ day. To this the first requisite is to know the dimensions 
ot the earth. 


59. Twice eight hundred yojanas are the diameter of the earth : 
the square root of ten times the square of that is the earth’s cir- 
cumference. 

60. This, multiplied by the sine of the co-latitude 
of any place, and divided by radius (trijtvd), is the 
ispkupi) circumference of the earth at that place. 


(lambajyd) 

corrected 


Ihereis the same difficulty in the way of ascertaining the exactness 
of the Hindu measurement of the earth as of the Greek; the uncS 
tam value, namely, of the unit of measure employed. The yoiana is 

^1°^ ^“ CrieS ”i i - e ” to which a certain 

th - ^V nto dham ts, “bow-lengths,” or danda, 
“ poles ; and these agam mto hasta, “cubits.” By its origin, the E 


press, gives!. 


* The printed edition, by «n error of the 
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ought not to vary Far from eighteen inches ; but the higher measures 
differ greatly in their relation to it. The usual reckoning makes the 
yojana equal 33,000 cubits, but it is also sometimes regaled as com- 
peted of 16,000 cubits ; and it is accordingly estimated by different au- 
thorities at from four and a half to rather more than ten miles English. 
This uncertainty is no merely modern condition of things : Biuen-Thsang, 
the Chinese monk who visited India in the middle of the seventh cen- 
tury, reports (see Stanislas Julien’s M6moires de Hiouen-Thsang, i. 59, 
etc.) that in India “ according to ancient tradition a yojana equals forty 
li; according to the customary use of the Indian kingdoms, it is thirty 
li; but the yojana mentioned in the sacred books contains only sixteen 
U this smallest yojana, according to the value of the li given by Wil- 
liams (Middle Kingdom, ii. 154), being equal to from five to six English 
miles. At the same time, Hinen-Thsang states the subdivisions of the 

S ana in a manner to make it consist of only 16,000 cubits. Such 
ng the condition of things, it is clearly impossible to appreciate the 
value of the Hindu estimate of the earth’s dimensions, or to determine 
how far the disagreement of the different astronomers on this point rnay 
be owing to the difference of their standards of measurement. Arya- 
bhatta (see Colebrooke’s Hind. Alg. p. xxxviii ; Essays, ii. 468) states the 
earth’s diameter to be 1050 yojanas; Bh&skara (Siddh.-Qir. vii. 1) gives 
it as 1581 : the latter author, in his Lil&vatl (L 5, 6), makes the yojana 
consist of 32,000 cubits. 

Thejralio of the diameter to the circumference of a circle is here j| 


i surprising 1 

with the much more accurate one afforded by the table of sines given in 
the next chapter (w. 3438 : 10,800, or 1 : 3.14136 ; and then 

farther, to find the form^HKd not the latter, made use of in calculating 
the dimensions of the puBfetary orbits (see below, xii. 83). Bnt the 
same inconsistency is found also in other astronomical and mathematical 
authorities. Thus Aryabhata (see Colebrooke, as above) calculates the 
earth’s circumference from its diameter by the ratio 7 : 22, or 1 : 8.14286, 
hut makes the ratio 1 : ./10 the basis of his table of sines, and Brahma- 
gnpta and Qridhara also adopt the latter. Bhaskara, in stating the 
earth’s circumference at 4967 yojanas, is very near the truth, since 
1581 : 4967 : : 1 : 3.14168 : his Lil&vati (v. 201) gives 7 : 22, and also, 
as more exact, 1250 : 3927, or 1 : 3.1416. This subject will be reverted 
to in connection with the table of sines. 

The greatest circnmference of the earth, as calculated according to 
the data and method of the text, is 5059.556 yojanas. The astronomical 


Systran stated in this treatise. To make the earth's mean diameter cor- 
rect as determined by the Sftrya-SiddhAnta, the yojana should equal 
4.94 English miles ; to make the circumference correct, it should equal 
4.91 miles. 

The rate ft* finding the circumference of Hie earth upon a parallel of 
Jaiituite is founded upon a simple proportion, viz, rad. : cos. latitude : : 
circ. of earth at equator : do. at the given parallel ; the cosine of the 
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latitude being, in effect, the radios of the circle of latitude. Radius and 
cosine of latitude are tabular numbers, derived from the table to be 
given afterward (see below, ii. 1*7 — 21). This treatise is not accustomed 
to employ cosines directly in its calculations, but has special names for 
the complements of the different arcs which it has occasion to use. 
Terrestrial latitude is styled aksha, “axle,” which term, as appears from 
vii 42, is employed elliptically for akshonnati, “ elevation of the axle,” 
i. e., “of the pole:” lamha , co-latitude, which properly signifies “lag- 
ging, dependence, felling off,” is accordingly the depression of the pole, 
or its distance from the zenith. Directions for finding the co-latitude 
are given below (iii. 13, 14). 

The latitude of Washington being 38° 54', the sine of its co-latitude 
is 2675'; the proportion 3438 : 2675 : : 5059.64 : 3936.75 gives us, then, 
the earth’s circumference at Washington as 3936.75 yojanas. 

60 Multiply the daily motion of a planet by the distance 

in longitude ( degdntara ) of any place, and divide by its corrected 
circumference ; 

61. The quotient, in minutes, subtract from the mean position 
of the planet as found, if the place be east of the prime meridian 
(rekha ) ; add, if it be west ; the result is the planet’s mean po- 
sition at the given place. 

The rules previously stated have ascertained the mean places of the 
planets at a given midnight upon the prime meridian ; this teaches us 
how to find them for the same midnight upon any other meridian, or, 
how to correct for difference of longitude the mean places already found. 
The proportion is : as the circumference of the earth at the latitude of 
the point of observation is to the part ofittintercepted between that 
point and the prime meridian, so is the tjpole daily motion of each 
planet to the amount of its motion during the time between midnight 
on the one meridian and on the other. The distance in longitude 
(def&ntara, literally “ difference of region ”) is estimated, it will be ob- 
served, neither in time nor in arc, but in yojanas. How it is ascertained 
is taught below, in verses 63-65. 

The geographical position of the prime meridian ( rekhd , literally 
“ line ”) is next stated. 

62. Situated upon tbe line which passes through the haunt of 
the demons ( rdkshasa ) and the mountain which is the seat of the 
gods, are Rohitaka and Avanti, as also the adjacent lake. 

The “ haunt of the demons ” is Lank&, the fabled seat of R&vana, the 
chief of the Rkkshasas, the abduction by whom of Rama’s wife, with 
the expedition to Lanka of her heroic husband for her rescue, its ac- 
complishment, and the destruction of Ravana and his people, form the 
subject of the epic poem called the Ram&yana. In that poem, and to 
the general apprehension of the Hindus, Lanka, is the island Ceylon ; in 
the astronomical geography, however (see below, xii. 39), it is a city, 
situated upon the equator. How far those who established the meridian 
may have regarded the actual position of Ceylon as identical with that 
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assigned to Lanka migMjpot be easy to determine. Tbe “seat of the 
gods” is Mount Meru, siSIted at tbe north pole (see below, xii. 34, etc.). 
The meridian is usnally styled that of Lanka, and “at Lanka” is the 
ordinary phrase made use of in this^ treatise (as, for instance, above, v. 
50 ; below, iii. 43) to designate a situation either of no longitude or of 
no latitude.. 

But the circumstance which actually fixes the position of the primes 
meridian is the situation of the city of Ujjayini, the of the Greeks, | 
the modem Ojein. It is called in the text by one of its ancient names, il 
Ayanti. It is the capital of the rich and populous province of Malava, 
occupying the plateau of the Yindhya mountains just north of the 
principal ridge and of thejriver Narmada (Nerbudda), and from old 
time a chief se^t of Hindu literature, science, and arts. Of all the cen- 
tres of Hindu culture, it lay nearest to the great ocean-route by which, 
during the first three centuries of our era, so important a commerce was 
carried orLSetween Alexandria, as the mart of Rome, and India and the 
countries lying still farther east. That the prime meridian was made 
to pass through this city proves it to have been the cradle of the Hindu 
science pf astronomy, or its principal seat during its early history. Its 
actual situation is stated hy Warren (Kala Sankalita, p. 9) as lat. 23° 
11' 30" N., long. 75° 53' E. from Greenwich : a later authority, Thorn- 
ton's Gazetteer of India (London : 1857), makes it to be in lat. 23° 10' N., 
long. 75° 47' E. ; in our farther calculations, we shall assume the latter 
position to be the correct one.' 

The situation of Rohitaka is not so clear ; we have not succeeded in 
finding such a place mentioned in any work on the ancient geography 
of India to which we have access, nor is it to be traced upon Lassen's 
ttap of ancient India, t A city called Rohtuk, however, is mentioned by 
Thornton -(Gazetteer, p. 836), as the chief place of a modern British 
district of the same name, and its situation, a little to the north-west of 
Delhi, in the midst of the ancient Kurukshetra, leads us to regard it as 
identical with the Rohitaka of the text. That the meridian of Lanka 
was, expressly re cogniz e d as passing over the Kurukshetra, the memor a- 
hl e^site of the great hattle described by the Mahkbharat^~seems~clear. 
■ra (Siddh.-Qir., Gan., vli. 2) describes it as follows the Tine 



own cbriimentary aLo oxp’aii-s sur ah, w !; : .'h «,■ huie transla- 

ted “adjacent lake,” as -■gui'yii.g l\ur.ik-li,;r,t. Warren las above) 
takes the same expression to be i 1 " 1 r.ain>- of a which .—•oms to us 
highly improbable ; nor do we see that the word sara s can properly be 
applied to a tract of country : we have th erefore thought it safest to 
translate literally the words of the text, confessing that we do not know 
to what they refer. 

li Rohitaka and Rohtuk signify the same place, we have here a 
measure of the accuracy of the Hindu determinations of longitude; 
Thornton gives its longitude as 76° 38', or 61' to the east of UjjaymL 
lbe method by which an observer is to determine his distance from 
the prune meridian is next explained, 
vox. vi. 84 
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63. When, in a total eclipse of the^fcoon, the emergence 
(unmilana) takes place after the calculated time for its occur- 
rence, then the place of the observer is to the east of the central 
meridian ; 

64. When it takes place before the calculated time, his place 
is to the west: the same thing may be ascertained likewise from 
the immersion (nimilana). Multiply by the difference of the two 
times in nadis the corrected circumference of the earth at the 
place of observation, 

65. And divide by sixty : the result, in yojanas, indicates the 
distance of the observer from the meridian, to the east or to the 
west, upon his own parallel ; and by means of that is made the 
correction for difference of longitude. 

Choice is made, of course, of a lunar eclipse, and not of s a solar, for 
the purpose of the determination of longitude, because its phenomena, 
being unaffected by parallax, are seen everywhere at the same instant of 
absolute time ; and the moments of total disappearance and first reap- 
pearance of the moon in a total eclipse are farther selected, because the 
precise instant of their occurrence is observable with more accuracy than 
that of the first and last contact of the moon with the shadow. For 
the explanation of the terms here used see the chapters upon eclipses 
(below, iv-vi). 

The interval between the computed and observed time being ascer- 
tained, the distance in longitude ( deg&ntara ) is found by the simple 
proportion: as the whole number of nadis in a day (sixty) is to the inter- 
val of time in nadis, so is the circumference of the earth at the latitude 
of the point of observation to the distance of that point from the prime 
meridian, measured on the parallel. Thus, for instance, the distance of 
Ujjayini from Greenwich, in time, being 5 h 3“ 8 s , and that of Washing- 
ton from Greenwich 5 h 8 m 11 s (Am. Naut. Almanac), that of Ujjayini 
from Washington is 10 h 11“ 19 s , or, in Hindu time, 25“ 28 T 1P.8, or 
25 n .4718 : and by the proportion 60 : 25.4718 : : 3936.75 : 1671.28, we 
obtain 1671.28 yojanas as the distance in longitude {degantarq^oi 
Washington from the Hindu meridian, the constant quantity to b^Hn- 
ployed in finding the mean places of the planets at Washington, 

We might have expected that calculators so expert as the Hindus 
would employ the interval of time directly m making the correction for 
difference of longitude, instead of reducing it first to its value in yojanas. 
That they did not measure longitude in our manner, in degrees, etc., is 
owing to the fact that they seem never to have thought of applying to 
the globe of the earth the system of measurement by circles and divi- 
sions of circles which they used for the sphere of the heavens, but, even 
when dividing the earth into zones (see below, xii. 59-66) reduced all 
Jfcheir distances laboriously to yojanas. 

■66. The succession of the week-day (vara) takes plaoe, to the 
.•east of the meridian, at a time after midnight equal to the differ- 
ence of longitude in nadis; to the west of the meridian, at a 
.corresponding time before midnight. 


This verse appears to us to be an astrological precept, asserting the 
regency of the sun and the other planets, in their order, over the suc- 
cessive portions of time assigned to each, to begin everywhere at the 
same instant of absolute time, that of their true commencement upon 
the prime meridian ; so that, for instance, at Washington, Sunday, as 
the day placed under the guardianship of the sun, would really begin at 
eleven minutes before two on Saturday afternoon, by local time. The 
commentator, however, sees in it merely an intimation of what moment 
of local time, in places east and west of the meridian, corresponds to 
the true beginning of the day upon the prime meridian, and he is at 
much pains to defend the verse from the charge of being superfluous 
and unnecessary, to which it is indeed liable, if that be its only meaning. 

The rules thus far given have directed us only how to find the mean 
places of the planets at a given midnight. The following verse teaches 
the method of ascertaining their position at any required hour of the 
day. 

67. Multiply the mean daily motion of a planet by the number 
of nfidis of the time fixed upon, and divide by sixty : subtract 
the quotient from the place of the planet, if the time be before 
midnight; add, if it be after: the result is its place at the given 
time. 

The proportion is as follows : as the number of nhdis in a day (sixty) 
is to those in the interval between midnight and the time for which the 
mean place of the planet is sought, so is the whole daily motion of the 
planet to its motion during the interval ; and the result is additive or 
subtractive, of course, according as the time fixed upon is after or before 
midnight. 

In order to furnish a practical test of the accuracy of this text-book 
of astronomy, and of its ability to yield correct results at the present 
time, we have calculated, by the rule given in this verse, the mean longi- 
tudes of the planets for a time after midnight of the first of January, 
1860, on the meridian of tTjjayini, which is equal to the distance in 
time of the meridian of Washington, viz. 25 n 28 v 1P.8, or 0 d .42453 ; and 
we present the results in the annexed table. The longitudes are given 
as reckoned from the vernal equinox of that date, which we make to be 
distant 18° 5' 8".2fi from the point established by the Surya-Siddhanta 
as the beginning of the Hindu sidereal sphere ; this is (see below, chap, 
jviii) 10' east of t, Piscium. We have ascertained the mean places both 
'as determined by the text of our Siddh&nta, and by the same with the 
correction of the bija. A3ded are the actual mean places at the time 
designated : those of the primary planets have been found from Le Ver- 
rier’s elements, presented in Biot’s treatise, as cited above ;* those of 
the moon, and of her apsis and node, were kindly furnished us from the 
office of the American Nautical Almanac, at Cambridge. 


* We wonld warn our readers, however, of a serious error of the press in the 
table as given by Biot; as the yearly motion of the earth, read 1,299,977.39, instead 
Of . . . 972.38. _ aZZZ-C 



Mean Longitudes of the Planets, Jan. 1st, 1860 , midnight, at Washington. 


Planet. ’’ 

According to Si 
text. 

irya-Siddhanta : 
with bija. 

According to 
moderns. 

Sun,-, 

96 

18 

21 

96 

18 

21 

IOO 

5 

6 

Mercury, 

Venus, 

1 55 

2 

3 o 

148 

25 

39 

i 5 i 

28 

20 

33 9 

54 

55 

334 

57 

18 

336 

i 3 

36 

1 Mars, 

192 

36 

5 

192 

36 

5 

*97 

26 

32 

j JupHer, 

104 

7 

22 

IOO 

48 

56 

io 3 

35 

17 

i Saturn, - 

128 

17 

II 

1 33 

x 4 

49 

1 37 

10 

IO 

| Moon, 

9 

4 

9 

9 

4 

9 

12 

41 

23 

1 “ apsis. 

327 

5o 

24 

326 

II 

II 

326 

47 

35 

1 " node, 

3 l 2 

29 

5 i 

3 io 

5 o 

38 

3 l 2 

48 

IO 


In tie next following table is farther given a view of tie errors of the 
Hindu determinations — both the absolute errors, as compared with the 
actual mean place of each planet, and tie relative, as compared with 
the place of the sun, to which it is the aim of the Hindu astronomical 
systems to adapt the elements of the other planets. Annexed to each 
error is the approximate date at which it was nothing, or at which it 
will hereafter disappear, ascertained by dividing the amount of present 
error by the present yearly loss or gain, absolute or relative, of each 
planet ; excepting in the case of the moon, where we have made allow- 
ance, according to the formula used by the American Nautical Almanac, 
for the acceleration of her motion. 


Errors of the Mean Longitudes of the Planets, as calculated according to 
the Surya-Siddk&nta. 


-Vianet. 

Error 

absolute. 

accon 
when ! 
correct. 

iing to text 

reL to sun. 

when ■ 
correcti 

The 

absolute. 

same, 

when 

correct 

with bija : 

reL to sun. 

when 

correct 

'San, 

-3 46 45 

A. D. 

25 o 

000 

A. D. 

-3 46 45 

A.D. 

25 o 

OOO 

A. 0. 

Mercury, 

-Venus, 

Mars, 

Jupiter, 

.&turn, 

Moon, 

r - “ apsis, 

“ node, 



+3 34 10 
+3 4 i 19 
-4 5 o 27 
+0 3 a 5 
-8 52 59 
-3 37 i 4 
2 49 
-0 18 19 

233 a 

1222 

886 

1571 

666 

n 5 

1679 

1976 

+7 20 55 
+7 28 4 
-1 3 42 

+4 18 5 o 
-5 6 14 
+0 9 3 i 
+4 49 3 ^ 
+3 28 26 

3271 

941 

1455 

832 

85 7 

1067 

1252 

U62 

-3 2 41 
-1 16 18 
-4 5 o 27 
-2 46 21 
-3 55 21 
-3 37 I A 
-0 36 ii 
-I 57 32 

i 5 i 7 
2126 
886 
4203 
i 25 o 
ii 5 
1969 
j 2714 

+0 44 5 

+2 3 o 27 
-1 3 42 
+1 0 24 
-0 8 36 
+0 9 3 i 
+3 10 21 
+1 49 i 3 

1970 

i 5 o 9 

i 455 

i 5 7 5 

i 8 a 5 

1067 

1459 

1468 


■To complete the view of the planetary motions, and the statement of 
the elements requisite for ascertaining their position in the sky, it only 
remains to give the movement in latitude of each, its deviation from the 
general planetary path of the ecliptic. This is done in the concluding 
verses of the chapter. 

. . 68. The moon is, by its node, caused to deviate from the limit of 
its declination ( hrdnti ), northward and southward, to a distance, 
whon greatest, of an eightieth part of the minutes of a circle . 


r 
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69. Jupiter, to the ninth part of that multiplied by two; 
Mars, to the same amount multiplied by three; Mercury, Venus, 
and Saturn are by their nodes caused to deviate to the same 
amount multiplied by four. 

70. So also, twenty-seven, nine, twelve, six, twelve, and twelve, 
multiplied respectively by ten, give the number of minutes of 
mean latitude ( vikshepa ) of the moon and the rest, in their order. 

The deviation of the planets from the plane of the ecliptic is here 
stated in two different ways, which give, however, the same results ; 
thus : 


Moon, 

21600' 

80 

= 

270' 

or 

27' X 10 

= 

270* 

= 

4° 3o' 

Mars, 

270' , 

~T X3 

= 

9°' 

or 

9' X 10 

5= 

90' 

= 

t° 3o' 

Mercury, 

^X4 

9 

= 

120' 

°% 

12' X Jo 

= 

120' 

= 

2° 

Jupiter, 

* 170 ' 

ir X2 

= 

60' 

or 

6' X Jo 

= 

6 <y 

= 

i° 

Venus, 

X 4 
9 

= 

120* 

or 

12' x 10 

= 

120' 

= 

2° 

Saturn, 

270' 

T X4 

SB 

120' 

or 

12' X 10 

= 

120' 

= 

2° 


The subject of the latitude of the planets is completed in verses 6-8, 
and verse 57, of the following chapter; the former passage describes 
the manner, and indicates the direction, in which the node produces its 
disturbing effect ; the latter gives the rule for calculating the apparent 
latitude of a planet at any point in its revolution. 

There is a little discrepancy between the two specifications presented 
in these verses, as regards the description of the quantities specified : 
the one states them to be the amounts of greatest ( parama ) deviation 
from the ecliptic ; the other, of mean ( madhya ) deviation. Both de- 
scriptions are also somewhat inaccurate. The fir$t is correct only with 
reference to the moon, and the two terms require to be combined, in 
order to be made applicable to the other planets. The moon has its 
greatest latitude at 90° from its node, and this latitude is obviously 
equal to the inclination of its orbit to the ecliptic ; for although its 
absolute distance from the ecliptic at this point of its course varies, as 
does its distance from the earth, on account of the eccentricity of its 
orbit, and the varying relation of the line of its apsides to that of its 
nodes, its angular distance remains unchanged. So, to an observer sta- 
tioned at the sun, the greatest latitude of any one of the primary planets 
would be the same in its successive revolutions from node to node, 
and equal to the inclination of its orbit. But its greatest latitude as 
seen from the earth is very different in different revolutions, both on 
account of the difference of its absolute distance from the ecliptic 
when at the point of greatest removal from it in the two halves of its 
orbit, and, much more, on account of .its varying distance from the earth. 
The former of these two causes of variation was not recognized by the 


# 
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Hindus: in this treatise, at least, the distance of the node from the 
apsis ( mandocca ) is not introduced as an element into the process for 
determining a planet’s latitude. The other cause of variation is duly 
allowed for (see below, ii. 57). Its effect, in the case of the three supe- 
rior planets, is to make their greatest latitude sometimes greater, and 
sometimes less, than the inclination of their orbits, according as the 
planet is nearer to us than to the sun, or the contrary ; hence the values 
given in the text for Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, as they represent the 
mean apparent values, as latitude, of the greatest distance of each planet 
from the ecliptic, should nearly equal the inclination. In the case of 
Mercury and Venus, also, the quantities stated are the mean of the differ- 
ent apparent values of the greatest heliocentric latitude, but this mean 
is of course less, and for Mercury very much less, than the inclination. 
Ptolemy, in the elaborate discussion of the theory of the latitude con- 
tained in the thirteenth book of his Syntaxis, has deduced the actual 
inclination of the orbits of the two inferior planets : this the Hindus do 
not seem to have attempted. ^ 

We present below a comparative table of the inclinations of the 
orbits of the planets as determined by Ptolemy and by modern astrono- 
mers, with those of the Hindus, so far as given directly by the Sftrya- 
Siddlianta. 

Inclination of the Orbits of the Planets, according to Different Authorities. 


Planet. 

Surya-Siddhfinta. 

Ptolemy. 

Modems. 

Mercury, 

« » 

7 

708 

Venus, 


3 3o 

3 23 3l 

Mars, 

I 3o 

2 

i 5i ' 5 

Jupiter, 

X 

i 3o 

1 18 4 o 

Saturn, 

2 

2 3o 

2 29 28 

Moon, 

4 3o 

5 

5 8 40 


The verb in verses 68 and 69, which we have translated “caused to 
deviate,” is vi kshipyate, literally “ is hurled away,” disjicitur ; from it is 
derived the term used in this treatise to signify celestial latitude, vikske- 
pa, “disjection.” The Hindus measure 'the latitude, however, as we 
shall have occasion to notice more particularly hereafter, upon a circle 
of declination, and not upon a secondary to the ecliptic. In the words 
chosen to designate it is seen the influence of the theory of the node’s 
action, as stated in the first verses of the next chapter. The forcible 
removal is from the point of declination ( Icranti , “ gait,” or apakrama, 
“ withdrawal,” i. e., from the celestial equator) which the planet ought 
at the time to occupy. 

The title given to this first chapter ( adhiJcara , “subject, heading”) is 
madhyamadhikara, which we have represented in the title by “mean 
motions of the planets,” although it would be more accurately rendered 
by “ mean places of the planets ;” that is to say, the data and methods 
requisite for ascertaining their mean places. Now follows the spashtlt- 
dhik&ra, “chapter of the .true, or corrected, places of the planets.” 
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CHAPTER II. 

OF THE TREE PLACES OF THE PLANETS. 

Costents : — 1-3, causes of the irregularities of the planetary motions ; 4-5, disturb- 
ing influence of the apsi3 and conjunction; 6-8, of the node; 9-11, different 
degree of irregularity of the motion of the different planets; 12-13, different 
kinds of planetary motion; 14, purpose of this chapter; 15-16, rule for con- 
structing the table of sines; 17-22, table of sines; 22-27, table of versed sines; 
28, inclination of the ecliptic, and rule for finding the declination of any point in 
it; 29-30, to find the sine and cosine of the anomaly; 31-32, to find, by interpo- 
lation, the sine or versed sine corresponding to any given arc; S3, to find, in like 
manner, the arc corresponding to a given sine or versed sine ; 34-37, dimensions 
of the epicycles of the planets ; 38, to find the true dimensions of the epicycle at 
any point in the orbit ; 39, to find the equation of the apsis, or of the centre ; 
40-42, to find the equation of the conjunction, or the annual equation ; 43-45, 
application of these equations in finding the true places of the different planets ; 
46, correction of the place of a planet for difference between mean and apparent 
solar time; 47-49, how to correct the daily motion of the planets for the effect of 
the apsis; 60-61, the same for that of the conjunction ; 61-55, retrogradation of 
the lesser planets; 56, correction of the place of the node ; 57-58, to find the celes- 
tial latitude of a planet, and its declination as affected by latitude ; 60, to find the 
length of the day of any planet; 60, to find the radius of the diurnal circle; 
61-63, to find the day-sine, and the respective length of the day and night ; 64, 
to find the number of asterisms traversed by a planet, v «nd of days elapsed, since 
the commencement of the current revolution ; 65, to. find the yoga ; 66, to find 
the current lunar day, and the time in it of a given instant ; 67-69, of the divisions 
of the lunar month called karana. ' .«* ' 

1. Forms of Time, of invisible shape, stationed in the zodiac 
(i bhagana ), called the conjunction ( gighrocca ), apsis ( mandocca ), 
and node (pdta ), are causes of the motion of the planets. 

2. f|he planets, attached to these beings by cords of air, are 
drawn away by them, with the right and left hand, forward or 
backward, according to nearness, toward their own place. 

3. A wind, moreover, called provector (pravaha) impels them 
toward their own apices ( ucca ) ; being drawn away forward and 
backward, they proceed by a varying motion. 

3 $. The so-called apex {ucca), when in the half-orbit in front of 
the planet, draws the planet forward ; in like manner, when in 
the half-orbit behind the planet, it draws it backward. 

5. When the planets, drawn away by their apices {ucca), move 
forward in their orbits, the amount of the motion so caused is 
called their excess {dhana) ; when they move backward, it is 
called their deficiency {rna). 

In these verses is laid before us the Hindu theory of the general 
nature of the forces which produce the irregularities' of the apparent 
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motions, regarded as ; being the real motions, of the planets. The world- 
wide difference between the spirit of the Hindu astronomy and that of 
the Greek is not less apparent here than in the manner of presentation 
of the elements in the last chapter : the one is purely scientific, devis- 
ing methods for representing and calculating the observed motions, and 
attempting nothing farther ; the other is not content without fabricating 
a fantastic and absurd theory respecting the superhuman powers which 
occasion the movements with which it is dealing. The Hindu method 
has this convenient peculiarity, that it absolves from all necessity of 
adapting the disturbing forces to one another, and making them form 
one consistent system, capable of geometrical representation and mathe- 
matical demonstration ; it regards the planets as actually moving in 
circular orbits, and the whole apparatus of epicycles, given later in 
the chapter, as only a device for estimating the amount of the force, 
and of its resulting motion, exerted at any given point by the disturb- 
ing cause. 

The commentator gives two different explanations of the provector 
wind, spoken of in the third verse : one, that it is the general current, 
mentioned below, in xii. 73, as impelling the whole firmament of stars, 
and which, though itself moving westward, drives the planets, in some 
unexplained way, towards its own apex of motion, in the east ; the 
other, that a separate vortex for each planet, called provector on account 
of its analogy with that general current, although not moving in the 
same direction, carries them around in their orbits from west to east, 
leaving only the irregularities of their motion to be produced by the 
disturbing forces. This latter we regard as the proper meaning of the 
text : neither is veiy consistent with the theory of the lagging behind 
of the planets, given above, in i. 25, 26, as the explanation of their 
apparent eastward motion. The commentary also states more explicitly 
the method of production of the disturbance : a cord of air, equal in 
length to the orbit of each planet less the disk of the latter itself, is 
attached to the extremities of its diameter, and passes through the two 
hands of the being stationed at the point of disturbance ; and he always 
draws it toward himself by the shorter of the two parts of tha. cord. 
The term ucca, which we have translated “ apex,” applies both *o the 
apsis ( manda , mandocca, “ apex of slowest motion” — the apogee in the 
case of the sun and moon, the aphelion, though not recognized as such, 
in the case of the other planets), and to the conjunction (fiphra, pgk- 
roeea, “apex of swiftest motion”). The statement made of the like 
effect of the two upon the motion of the planet is liable to cause diffi- 
culty, if it be not distinctly kept in mind that the Hindus understand 
by the influence of the disturbing cause, not its acceleration and retarda- 
tion of the rate of the planet’s motion, but its effect in giving to the 
planet a position in advance of, or behind, its mean place. It may be 
well, for the sake of aiding some of our readers to form a clearer appre- 
hension of the Hindu view of the planetary motions, to expand and 
illustrate a little this statement of the effect upon them of the two 
principal disturbing forces. 

first, as regards the apsis. This is the remoter extremity of the major 
axis of the planet’s proper orbit, and the point of its slowest motion. 
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Upon passing this point, the planet begins to fall behind mean place, 
but at the same time to gain velocity, so that at the quadrature it is 
farthest behind, but is moving at its mean rate ; during the next quad- 
rant it gains both in rate of motion and in place, until at the perigee, or 
perihelion, it is moving most rapidly, and has made up what it before 
lost, so that the mean and true places coincide. Upon passing that point 
again, it gains upon its mean place during the first quadrant, and loses 
what it thus gained during the second, until mean and true place again 
coincide at the apsis. Thus the equation of motion is greatest at the 
apsides, and nothing at the quadratures, while the equation of place is 
greatest at the quadratures, and nothing at the apsides ; and thus the 
planet is always behind its mean place while passing from the higher to 
the lower apsis, and always in advance of it while passing from the 
lower to the higher ; that is, it is constantly drawn away from its mean 
place toward the higher apsis, mandocca. 

_ In treating of the effect of the conjunction, the fighrocca, we have to 
distinguish two kinds of cases. With Mercury and Venus (see above, 
i. 29, 31, 32), the revolution of the conjunction takes the place, in the 
Hindu system as in the Greek, of that of the planet itself, the conjunc- 
tion being regarded as making the circuit of the zodiac in the same 
time, and in the same direction, as the planet really revolves about the 
sun ; while the mean place of these planets is always that of the sun 
itself. While, therefore, the conjunction is making the half-tour of the 
heavens eastward from the sun, the planet is making its eastward elon- 
gation and returning to the sun again, being all the time in advance 
of its mean place, the sun ; when the conjunction reaches a point in the 
heavens opposite to the sun, the planet is in its inferior conjunction, or 
at its mean place ; during the other half of the revolution of the con- 
junction, when it is nearest the planet upon the western side, the latter 
is making and losing its western elongation, or is behind its mean place. 
Accordingly, as stated in the text, the planet is constantly drawn away 
from its mean place, the sun, toward that side of the heavens in which 
the conjunction is. 

_ Once more, as concerns the superior planets. The revolutions as- 
signed to these by the Hindus are their true revolutions ; their mean 
places are their mean heliocentric longitudes ; and the place of the con- 
junction ( fighrocca ) of each is the mean place of the sun. Since they 
move but slowly, as compared with tK'e sun, it is their conjunction 
which approaches, overtakes, and passes them, and not they the con- 
junction. Their time of slowest motion is when in opposition with the 
sun ; of swiftest, when in conjunction with him : from opposition on to 
♦ conjunction, therefore, or while the sun is approaching them from be- 
hind, they are, with constantly increasing velocity of motion, all the 
while behind their mean places, or drawn away from them in the direc- 
tion of the sun ; but no sooner has the sun overtaken and passed them, 
than they, leaving with their most rapid motion the point of coinci- 
dence between mean and true place, are at once in advance, and con- 
tinue to be so until opposition is reached again ; th^ is to say, they 
are still drawn away from their mean place in thewQirectiou of the 
conjunction. . . ,. . . . , . . . 
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The worditnsed in verse 5 for “ excess ” and “ deficiency,” or for addi- 
tive and subtractive equation, mean literally “wealth” ( dhana ) and 
“ debt” (rna). 

6. In like manner, also, the node, Rahu, by its proper force, 
causes the deviation in latitude ( vikshepa ) of the moon and the 
other planets, northward and southward, from their point of 
declination (gpahrama). 

7. When in the half-orbit behind the planet, the node causes 
it to deviate northward ; when in the half-orbit in front, it draws 
it away southward. 

8. In the case of Mercury and Venus, however, when the 
node is thus situated with regard to the conjunction (<fighra), 
these two planets are caused to deviate in latitude,- in the manner 
stated, by the attraction exercised by the node upon the con- 
junction. 

The name KAhu, by which the ascending node is here designated, is 
properly mythological, and belongs to the monster in the heavens, which, 
by the ancient Hindus, as by more than one other people, was believed 
to occasion the eclipses of the sun and moon by attempting to devour 
them. The word which we have translated “force” is ranhas, more 
properly “ rapidity, violent motion : ” in employing it here, the text evi- 
dently intends to suggest an etymology for r&hu, as coming from the root 
rah or rank, “ to rush on”: with this same root Weber (Ind. Stud. i. 
272) has connected the group of words in which rahu seems to belong. 
For the Hindu fable respecting Rahu, see Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, p. 78. 
The moon’s descending node was also personified in a similar way, under 
the name of Ketu, but to this no reference is made in the present treatise. 

The description of the effect of the node upon the movement of the 
planet is to be understood, in a manner analogous with that of the effect 
of the apices in the next preceding passage, as referring to the direction 
in which the planet is made to deviate from the ecliptic, and not to that 
in which it is moving with reference to the ecliptic. From the ascending 
node around to the descending, of course, or while the node is nearest to 
the planet from behind, the latitude is northern ; in the other half of the 
revolution it is southern. 

For an explanation of some <5f the terms used here, see the note to the 
Sat passage of the preceding chapter. 

As, in the case of Mercury and Venus, the revolution of the conjunc- 
tion takes the plaoe of that of the planet itself in its orbit, it is necessary, 
in order to give the node its proper effect, that it be made to exercise 
its influence upon the planet through the conjunction. The commen- 
tator gives himself here not a little trouble, in the attempt to show why 
Mercury and Venus should in this respect constitute an exception to the 
general rule, but without being able to make out a very plausible case. 

9. Owing to the greatness of its orb, the sun is drawn away 
only a very liflte ; the moon, by reason of the smalln ess of its 
orb, is drawn away much more ; 
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10. Mars and the rest, on account of their small size, are, by 
the supernatural beings ( d&ivata ) called conjunction (gighrocca) 
and apsis (mandoeca), drawn away very far, being caused to 
vacillate exceedingly. 

11. Hence the excess ( dhana ) and deficiency ( rna ) of these 
latter is very great, according to their rate of motion. Thus do 
the planets, attracted by those beings, move in the firmament, 
carried on by the wind. 

The dimensions of the sun and moon are stated below, in iv. 1 ; those 
of the other planets, in vii. 13. 

We have ventured to translate ativegita, at the end of the tenth verse, 
as it is given above, because that translation seemed so much better to 
suit the requirements of the sense than the better-supported rendering 
“ caused to move with exceeding velocity.” In so doing, we have fcumed 
that the noun vega, of which the word in question is a denominative, re- 
tains something of the proper meaning of the root vij, “ to tremble,” 
from which it comes. 

12. The motion of the planets is of eight kinds : retrograde 
( vakra ), somewhat retrograde ( anuvakra ), transverse ( hutila ), 
slow ( manda ), very slow ( mandatara ), even ( saina ) } also, very 
swift (cighratara), and swift ( dghra ). 

13. Of these, the very swift (atidghra), that called swift, the 
slow, the very slow, the even — all these five are forms of the 
motion called direct (rju) ; the somewhat retrograde is retrograde. 

This minute classification of the phases of a planet’s motion is quite 
gratuitous, So far as this Siddhanta is concerned, for the terms here given 
do not once occur afterward in the text, with the single exception of 
vakra, which, with its derivatives, is in not infrequent use to designate 
retrogradation. Nor does the commentary take the trouble to explain 
the precise differences of the kitts of motion specified. According to 
Mr. Hoisington (Oriental Astronomer [Tamil and English], Jaffna: 1848, 
p. 133), anuvakra is applied to the motion of a planet, when, in retro- 
grading, it passes into a preceding sign. From the classification given in 
the second of the two verses it will be noticed that kutila is omitted : ac- 
cording to the commentator, it is meant to be included among the forms 
of retrograde motion ; we have conjectured, however, that it might possi- 
bly be used to designate the motion of a planet when, being for the 
moment stationary in respect to longitude, and accordingly neither ad- 
vancing nor retrograding, it is changing its latitude ; and we have trans- 
lated the word accordingly. 

14. By reason of this and that rate of motion, from day to 
day, the planets thus come to an accordance with their observed 
places (drg) — this, their correction ( sphufikarana ), I shall care- 
fully explain. 

Having now disposed of matters of general theory and preliminary 
explanation, the proper subject of this chapter, the calculation of the true 
( sphut.a ) from the mean places of the different planets, is ready to be 
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taken up. And the first thing in order is the table of sines, by means of 
which aJi the after calculations are performed. 

15. The eighth part of the minutes of a sign is called the first 
sine (jydrdha ) ; that, increased by the remainder left after sub- 
tracting from it the quotient arising from dividing it by itself, is 
the second sine. 

16. Thus, dividing the tabular sines in succession by the first, 
and adding to them, in each case, what is left after subtracting 
the quotients from the first, the result is twenty-four tabular 
sines (Jydrdhapinda), in order, as follows : 

17. Two hundred and twenty-five ; four hundred and forty- 
nine ; six hundred and seventy-one ; eight hundred and ninety ; 
eleven hundred and five ; thirteen hundred and fifteen ; 

18. |lFifteen hundred and twenty; seventeen hundred and nine- 
teen ; nineteen hundred and ten ; two thousand and ninety -three ; 

19. Two thousand two hundred and sixty-seven ; two thous- 
and four hundred and thirty-one ; two thousand five hundred 
and eighty-five ; two thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight ; 

20. Two thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine ; two thousand 
nine hundred and seventy -eight ; three thousand and eighty- 
four ; three thousand one hundred and seventy-seven ; 

21. Three thousand two hundred and fifty-six ; three thousand 
three hundred and twenty-one ; three thousand three hundred 
and seventy-two ; three thousand four hundred and nine ; 

22. Three thousand four hundred and thirty-one ; three thous- 
and four hundred and thirty-eight. Subtracting these, in re- 
versed order, from the half-diameter, gives the tabular versed- 
sines (utkrarpajydrdhapindaka ) : 

23. Seven ; twenty-nine ; sixty -six ; one hundred and seven- 
teen; one hundred and eighty-twq§ two hundred and sixty-one ; 
three hundred and fifty-four ; 

24. Four hundred and sixty ; five hundred and seventy-nine ; 
seven hundred and ten; eight hundred and fifty-three; one 
thousand and seven ; eleven hundred and seventy-one ; 

25. Thirteen hundred and forty-five; fifteen hundred and 
twenty-eight ; seventeen hundred and nineteen ; nineteen hund- 
red and eighteen ; 

26. Two thousand one hundred and twenty-three ; two thous- 
and three hundred and thirty-three ; two thousand five hundred 
and forty -eight ; two thousand seven hundred and sixty -seven ; 

27. Two thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine ; three thous- 
and two hundred and thirteen ; three thousand four hundred and 
thirty-eight : these are the versed sines. 

-We first present, in the following table, in a form convenient for refer- 
ence and use, the Hindu sines and versed sines, with the arcs to which 
they belong, the latter expressed both in minutes and in degrees and 
minutes. To facilitate the practical use of the table in making calcula- 
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tions after the Hindu method, we hare added a column of the differences 
of the sines, and hare farther turned the sines themselves into decimal 
parts of the radius. For the purpose of illustrating the accuracy of the 
table, we have also annexed the true values of the sines, in minutes, as 
found by our modern tables. Comparison may also be made of the deci- 
mal column with the corresponding values given in our ordinary tables 
of natural sines. 


Table of Sines and Versed Sines. 
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The rule by which the sines are, in the text, directed to be found, may 
be illustrated as follows. Let s, s', s", s'", s'"', etc., represent the succes- 
sive sines. The first of the series, s, is assumed to be equal to its arc, or 
225', from which quantity, as is shown in the table above, it differs only 
by an amount much smaller than the table takes any account of. Then 
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and so on, through the whole series, any fraction larger than a half being 
counted as one, and a smaller fraction being rejected. In the majority of 
cases, as is made evident by the table, this process yields correct results : 
we have marked in the column of “ true sines” with a plus or minus sign 
such modern values of the sines as differ by more than half a minute 
from those assigned by the Hindu table. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that the Hindu sines were originally 
obtained by the process described in the text. That process was, in all 
probability, suggested by observing the successive differences in the values 
of the sines as already determined by other methods. Nit is it difficult 
to discover what were those methods ; they are indicated by the limita- 
tion of the table to arcs differing from one another by 3° 45', and by 
what we know in general of the trigonometrical methods of the Hindus. 
The two main principles, by the aid of which the greater portion of all 
the Hindu calculations are made, are, on the one hand, the equality of th» 
square of the hypothenuse in a rigbt-angled triangle to the sum of the 
squares of the other two sides, and, on the other hand, the proportional 
relation of the corresponding parts of similar triangles. The first of these 
principles gave the Hindus the sine of the complement of any arc of 
which the sine was already known, it being equal to the square root of 
the difference between the squares of radius and of the given sine. This 
led farther to the rule for finding the versed sine, which is given above in 
the text: it was plainly equal to the difference between the sine comple- 
ment and radius. Again, the comparison of similar triangles showed that 
the chord of an arc was a mean proportional between its versed sine and 
the diameter ; and this led to a method of finding the sine of half any 
arc of which the sine was known : it was equal to half the square root 
of the product of the diameter into the versed sine. That the Hindus 
had deduced this last rule does not directly appear from the text of this 
Siddhanta, nor from the commentary of Ranganhtha, which is the one 
given by our manuscript and by the published edition ; but it is distinctly 
stated in the commentary which Davis had in his hands (As. Res. ii. 247) ; 
and it might be confidently assumed to be known upon the evidence of 
the table itself ; for the principles and rules which we have here stated 
would give a table just such as the one here constructed. The sine 
of 90° was obviously equal to radius, and the sine of 30° to half radius : 
from the first could be found the sines of 45°, 22° 30', and 11° 15'; 
from the latter, those of 15°, 7° 30', and 3° 45'. The sines thus ob- 
tained would give, those of the complementary arcs, or of 86° 15', 82° 
30', 78° 45', 75°, etc.; and the sine of 75°, again, would give those of 
37° 30' and 18° 45'. By continuing the same processes, the table of sines 
would soon be made complete for the twenty-four divisions of the quad- 
rant ; but these processes could yield nothing farther, unless by intro- 
ducing fractions of minutes ; which was undesirable, because the symmetry 
of the table would thus be destroyed, and no corresponding advantage 
gained ; the table was already sufficiently extended to furnish, by inter- 
polation, the sines intermediate between those given, with all the accu- 
racy which the Hindu calculations required. 

If, now, an attempt were made to ascertain a law of progression for 
the series, and to devise an empirical rule by which its members might 


199 


ii. 27.] Surya-Siddh&nta. 

be developed, the one from the other, in order, nothing could be more 
natural than to take the differences of the successive sines, and the differ- 
ences of those differences, as we have given them under the headings A’ 
and A" in the annexed tables ♦ 


Hindu Situs, with their First and Second Differences. 
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With these differences before him, an acute observer could hardly fail 
to notice the remarkable fact that the differences of the second order in- 
crease as the sines ; and that each, in fact, is about the g^-jth part of the 
corresponding sine. Now let the successive sines be represented by 0, s, 
s', s", s'", s"", and so on ; and let q equal sis, or | ; let the first differ- 
ences be d—s—0, d'=s'—s, d"=s"—s', d"'=zs"'— s", etc. The sec- 
ond differences will be : — sq =d'— d, - s'q=d"— d', - s"q=d"'— d’\ 
etc. These last expressions give 

d’ =d — sq = s — sq 

d" —d'— s'q — s ~ sq — s'q 

d"'= d rf — s"q — s — sq - s'q — s"q t etc. 

Hence, also, 

*' —s -f- d ' =« + J-*7 
s" = s' + d" = s' + s — sq — s'q 
s’"— *"-{- d!"= s"-\- s — sq — s'q— s"q, 

and so on, according to the rule given in the text. 

That the second differences in the values of the sines were proportional 
to the sines themselves, was probably known to the Hindus only by ob- 
servation. Had their trigonometry sufficed to demonstrate it, they might 
easily have constructed a much more complete and accurate table of 
sines. We add the demonstration given by Delambre (Histoire de FAs- 
tronomie Ancienne, i. 458), from whom the views here expressed have 
been substantially taken. 

Let a be any arc in the series, and put 3° 45' — n. Then sin ( a—n ), 
sin a, sin (a -(- n), will be three successive terms in the series : sin 
a— sin (a—n), and sin (a + n) — sin a, will be differences of the first 
order ; and their difference, sin (a + n) -(- sin (a—n) — 2 sin a, will 
be a difference of the second order. But this last expression, by virtue 
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of tie formula B sm(adt») = sina cosn ritcosn sin n, reduces to 

— ^ 11 sin a. That is to say, the 

second difference is equal to the product of the sine of the arc a intHa 
certain constant quantity, or it varies as the sine. When n equals 3° 45', 
as in the Hindu table, it is easy to show, upon working out the last ex- 
pression by means of the tables, that the constant factor is, as stated by 
Delambre, w&rs, instead of being as empirically determined by 
the Hindus. 

It deserves to be noticed, that the commentary of Banganhtha recog- 
nizes the dependence of the rule given in the text igpon the value of the 
second differences. According to him, however, it is by describing a 
circle upon the ground, laying off the^res, drawing the sines, and deter- 
mining their relations by inspection, twat the method is obtained, 'Hie 
differences of the sines, he says, will be observed to decrease, while, the 
differences of those differences increase;' and it will he noticed that, the 
last second difference is 15' 16" 48'". ^proportion istMfemaderif at 
the radius the second difference is of this value, what will it be at any 
sine? or, taking the first sine as an example, 3438' • 15' 16" 48'": :225 
: 1. Nothing can be clearer, however, than that this pretexted result of 
inspection is one of calculation merely. It would be utterly impossible 
to estimate by the eye the value of a difference with such accuracy, and, 
were it possible, that difference would be found very considerably removed 
from the one here given, being actually only about lS 45". The value 
15' 16" 48'" is assumed only in order to make its ratio to the radius 
exactly 2 

The earliest substitution of the sines, in calculation, for the chords, 
which were employed by the Greeks, is generally attributed (see Whewell’s 
History of the Inductive Sciences, B. HI. ch. iv. 8) to the Arab astron- 
omer Albategnius (al-Batthni), who flourished in the latter part of the 
ninth century of our era. It can hardly admit of question, however, 
that sines had already at that time been long employed by the Hindus. 
And considering the derivation by the Arabs from India of their system 
of notation, and of so many of the elements of their mathematical 
science, it would seem not unlikely that the first hint of this so conveni- 
ent and practical improvement of the methods of calculation may also 
have come to them from that country. This cannot be asserted, however, 
with much confidence, because the substitution of the sines for the chords 
seems so natural and easy, that it may well enough have been hit upon 
independently by the Arabs ; it is a matter for astonishment, as remarked 
by Delambre (Histoire de l’Astronomie du Moyen Age, p. 12), that 
Ptolemy himself who came so near it, should have failed of it. If 
Albategnius got the suggestion from India, he, at any rate, got no more 
than that. His table of sines, much more complete than that of the 
Hindus, was made from Ptolemy's table of chords, hv simply halving them. 
The method, too, which in India remained comparatively barren, led. to 
valuable developments in the hands of the Arab mathematicians, who 
went on by degrees to form also tables of tangents and co-tangents, secants 
and co-secants ; while the Hindus do not seem to have distinctly appreci- 
ated the significance even of the cosine. 
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In this passage, the sine is called jy&rdha, “half-chord;” hereafter, 
however, that term does not once occur, but jy& “ chord ” (literally “ bow- 
stmig”) is itself employed, as are also its synonyms jiva, maurvika, to 
dafcte the sine. The usage of Albategnius is the same. The sines of the 
table are called pinda , or jy&pinda, “the quantity corresponding to the 
sine.” The term used for versed sine, utkramajyA, means “ inverse-order 
sine,” the column of versed sines being found by subtracting that of 
sines in inverse order from radius. 

The ratio of the diameter to the circumference involved in the expres- 
sion of the value of radius by 3438' is, as remarked above (under i. 59, 
60), 1 : 3.14136. The commentator asserts that value to come from the 
ratio 1250 : 3927, or 1 : 3.1416, and it is, in fact, the nearest whole num- 
ber to the result given by that ratio. If the ratio were adopted which 
has been stated above (in i. 59), of 1 : ViO, the value of radius would be 
only 3415'. It is to be observed with regard to this latter ratio, that it 
could not possibly be the direct result of any actual process adopted for 
ascertaining the value of the diameter from that of the circumference, or 
the contrary. It was probably fixed upon by the Hindus because it 
looked and sounded well, and was at the same time a sufficiently near 
approximation to the truth to be applied in cases where exactness was 
neither attainable by their methods, nor of much practical consequence ; 
as in fixing the dimensions of the earth, and of the planetary orbits. 
The nature of the system of notation of the Hindus, and their constantly 
recurring extraction of square roots in their trigonometrical processes, 
would cause the suggestion to them, much more naturally than to the 
Greeks, of this artificial ratio, as not far from the truth ; and their science 
was just of that character to choose for some uses a relation expressed in 
a manner so simple, and of an aspect so systematical, even though known 
to be inaccurate. We do not regard the ratio in question, although so 
generally adopted among the Hindu astronomers, as having any higher 
value and significance than this. 

28. The sine of greatest declination is thirteen hundred and 
ninety-seven ; by this multiply any sine, and divide by radius ; 
the arc corresponding to the result is said to be the declination. 

The greatest declination, that is to say, the inclination of the plane of 
the ecliptic, is here stated to be 24°, 1397' being the sine of that angle. 
The true inclination in the year 300 of our era, which we may assume 
to have been not far from the time when the Hindu astronomy was 
established, was a little less than 23° 40', so that the error of the Hindu 
determination was then more than 20' : at present, it is 32' 34". The 
value assigned by Ptolemy (Syntaxis, i) to the inclination was between 
23° 50' and 23° 52' 30" ; an error, as compared with its true value in 
the time of Hipparchus, of only about 7'. 

The second half of the verse gives, in the usual vague and elliptical 
language of the treatise, the rule for finding the declination of any given 
point in the ecliptic. We have not in this case supplied the ellipses in 
our translation, because it could not be done succinctly, or without 
introducing an element, that of the precession, which possibly was not 
taken into account when the rule was made. See what is said upon this 
von. vi. 26 
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Fig. 1. 


subject under verses 9 and 10 of ti»e next chapter. The “sine” em- 
ployed is, of cohtse, the sine of the distance from the vernal equinox, or 
of the longitude as corrected by the precession. JjL 

The annexed figure will explain the rule, and the method oflro 
demonstration. 

Let A C E represent a quadrant of the plane of the equatorial, and 
ACG a quadrant of that of the ecliptic, A C being the line of their 
intersection : then A P is the equinoctial colnre, P E the solstitial, G E, 
or the angle GCE, the inclination of the ecliptic, or the greatest decli- 
nation ( paramapakrama, or paramakrantij, and GD its sine ( paramo :- 
krfintijyd). Let 8 be the position of the sun, and draw the circle of 
deefination P H; SH, or the angle 
S C H, is the declination of the sun 
at that point, and SP the sine of 
declination ( kr&ntijyd ). From 8 and 
F draw SB and FB at right angles 
to AC; then SB is the sine of the 
ate A S, or of the sun’s longitude. 

But GOD and SBF are similar 
right-angled triangles, having their 
angles at C and B each equal to the 
inclination. Therefore C G : G T> : : 

G 13 X S B 

SB: SF; and SF = - 


CG 7 

,, . . . , . sin incl.Xsin long. 

that is, sin decl. = — s. . 

R 





The same result is, by our modern 

methods, obtained directly from the formula in right-angled spherical 
trigonometry: sine=sina sinC; or, in the triangle ASH, right-angled 
Sil = sin S A sin S A H. 

" .iT. 

^^Jpobtract the longitude of a planet from that of its apsis 
pea); so also, subtract it from that of its conjunction 
lr th« reipainder is its anomaly ( Jcendra ) ■ from that is 
the. quadrant ( pada ) ; from this, the base-sine ( bhujajyd ), 
ewise that of the perpendicular (Jcoti). 

® (vishama) quadrant, the base-sine is taken from 
perpendicular from that to come; but in an 
base-sine (bdhujyd) is taken from 
“d the perpendicular-sine from that past. , 

distance of a planet from either of its two apices of motion, or 
" — * - rhanee, is called its bendra ; according to the comment- 

frt»m the apsis (mandoeca) is called mandakmdra, and 
injunction (ftghn xea) is called fiyhrabendra : the Surya- 
Siddh&^ta, however, nowhere has occasion to employ these terms. The 
former of the two corresponds to what in modem astronomy is called 
the anomaly,, the latter to what is known as the commutation. The 
word bendra is not of Sanskrit origin, but is the Greek ; it is a 

circumstance no less significant to meet with a Greek word thus at the 
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very foundation of the method of calculating the true place of a planet 
by means of a system of epicycles, than to find one, as noticed above 
(under i. 52), at the base of the theory of planetary* regency upon which 
depend the names and succession of the days of the week. Both 
anomaly and commutation, it will be noticed, are, according to this 
treatise, to be reckoned always forward from the planet to its apsis and 
conjunction respectively ; excepting that, in the case of Mercury and 
Venus, owing to the exchange with regard to those planets of the place 
of the planet itself with that of its conjunction, the commutation is 
really reckoned the other way. The functions of any arc being the 
same with those of its negative, it makes no difference, of course, 
whether the distance is measured from the planet to the apex (ucca), or 
from the apex to the planet. 

The quantities actually made use of in the calculations which are to 
follow are the one and cosine of it he anomaly, or of the commutation. 
The terms employed in the text require a little explanation. Bhuja 
means ‘‘ann;” is constantly applied, as are i)j& synonyms bahu and 
dot, to designate the base of a right-angled triangle ; koti is properly 
“a recurved extremity*” and, as used to signify the perpendicular in 
sradi a triangle, is conceived of as being the end of the bhvja, or base, 
bent up to an upright position : bhujajyd and kotijyd, then, are literally 
the values, as sines,, of the base and perpendicular of a right-angled 
triangle of wbieh thehypothen use is made radius : owing to the relation 
to one. another of die obliqne angles of such a triangle, they arer- re- 
spectively as sine and cosine. V e have not been willing to employ 
wese latter terms in translatinaghem, because, as before remarked, the 
Hindus do not seem to hare IBbeived of the cosine, the sine of the 
complement, of an arc, as being a function of the arc itself. 

To find the sine and cosine of the planet’s distance from either of its 
apices. ( ucca ) is accordingly the 
object of the directions given in — 
verse 30 and the latter part of 
the preceding verse. The rule 
itself is only the awkward Hindu 
method of stating the familiar 
truth that the sine and cosine of 
an arc and of its supplement are 
equal. The accompanying figure 
will, it is believed, illustrate the 
Hindu manner of looking at the 
subject. Let P be the place of a 
plaDet, and divide its orbit into 
the four quadrants P Q, Q R, R S, 
and S P ; the first and third of 
these are called the odd ( vishama ) 
quadrants ; the second and fourth, 
the even (yugrna) quadrants. Let A, B, C, and I), be four positions of 
v A w PS ' S the conjunction); then the arcs PA, PQB, PQRC, 
PQRSD will be the values of the anomaly in eaeh ease. AM, the 
base-sme, or sine of anomaly, when the apsis is in the first quadrant, is 


Fig. 2. 
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determined by the are A P, the arc passed over in reckoning the anom- 
aly, while AG or EM, the - perpendicnlar-sine, or cosine, is taken from 
the arc AQ, the redlining part of the quadrant. The same is true in 
the other odd quadrant, RS; the sine GH, or EL, comes from RC, 
the part of the quadrant between the planet and the apsis; the cosine 
CL is from its complement. But in the even quadrants, QR and SP 
the case is reversed; the sines, BH, or EF, and DM, are determined by 
the arcs BB and DP, the parts of the quadrant not included in the 
anomaly, and tbe cosines, B F and K D, or E M, correspond to the other 
portions of eaeh quadrant respectively. 

This process, of finding what portion of any are greater than a quad- 
rant is to be employed in determining its sine, is “Ordinarily called in 
Hindu calculations “ taking the bhuja of an arc.” 

31. Divide the minutes contained in. any arc by t$eo hundred 
twenty-five ; the quotient is the number of the preceding 

tabular sine (Jyapiridalca ). Multiply the remainder by the differ^ 
® nce of the preceding and following tabular sines, and divide 
by two hundred and twenty-five; 

32. The quotient thus obtained add to the tabular sine called 
the preceding ; the result is the required sine. The.,game method 
is prescribed also with respect to the versed sines. 

t Subtract from any given sine the next less tabular sine- 
ply the remainder by two hundred and twenty-five, and 
divide by the difference between the next less and next greater 
tabular sines ; add the quotient tqijie product of the serial num- 
ber of the next less sine into two hundred and twenty-five • the 
result is the required arc. J 


"T 5 ?* teble of sines and versed sines gives only those belonging to arcs 
which are multiply of 3° 45'; the first two verses of this passage state 
~® methoci of finding, by simple interpolation, the sine or vereed sine 
;©f -any intermediate arc; while the third verse gives the rule for the 
contrary processor converting any given sine or versed sine in the 
aame manner into the corresponding arc. 

th , e ®^ t let «? ascertain the sine corresponding 
*° 24 » ? r 144CK - Upon dividing the latter number by 225 

we obfcamlhe quotient 6, and the remainder 90'. This preliminary step 
* ■* c< *f r T» H «nfin table is not regarded as containing any 

designataom of the arcs to which the sines belong, but as composed 
wiupJy oLthe sines themselves m their order. The sine corresponding 
to the qnotient obtained, or the sixth, is 1315': the difference between 
. *t a*,d the next Mowing sme is 205'. Now a proportion is made • ill 
at this point m the quadrant, an addition of 225' to the arc causes an 
increase in the sme of 205', what increase will be caused by an addition 
. td'tbe are of 90' : that is to say, 225 : 265 : : 90 r 82. TJnon 

' reSult ' 82 ; *° * e sixth “’“Vthe amount, 1397', is the s£of tbe Sven 
38 stated in verse 28. The actual value, it may be remarkSTof 
stfeesyie of 24°, is mataa. ! - * remarxea, ot 

- 'ilThe' other rafe is the reverse t 
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The extreme conciseness aimed at in the phraseology of the text, and 
not unfrequently carried by it beyond the limit of distinctness, or even 
of intelligibility, is -well illustrated by verse 33, which, literally trans- 
lated, reads thus : “ having subtracted the sine, the remainder, multi- 
plied by 225, divided by its difference, having added to the product of 
the number and 225, it is called the arc.” In verse 31, also, the 
important word “remainder” is not found in the text. 

The proper place for this passage would seem to be immediately after 
the table of sines and versed sines : it is not easy to see why verses 
28-30 should have been inserted between, or indeed, why the subject of 
the inclination of the ecliptic is introduced at all in this part of the 
chapter, as no use is made of it for a long time to come. 

34. The degrees of the sun’s epicycle of the apsis ( manda - 
paridhi ) are fourteen, of that of the moon, thirty-two, at the 4nd 
of the even quadrants ; and at the end of the odd quadrants, 
they are twenty minutes less for both. 

35. At the end of the even quadrants, they are seventy-five, 
thirty, thirty-three, twelve, forty-nine ; at the odd (oja) they are 
seventy-two, twenty-eight, thirty-two, eleven, forty-eight, 

86. For Mars and the rest; farther, the degrees of the epi- 
cycle of lie conjunction (gu/hra) are, at the end of the even 
quadrants, two hundred and thirty-five, one hundred and thirty- 
three, seventy, two hundred and sixty-two, thirty-nine ; 

37. At the end of the odd quadrants, they are stated to be 
two hundred and thirty-two, one hundred and thirty-two, 
seventy-two, two hundred and sixty, and forty, as made use of 
in the calculation for the conjunction (<fujhrakannan) . 

38. Multiply the base-sine ( bhujajyd ) by the difference of the 
epicycles at the odd and even quadrants, and divide by radius 
(trijya ) ; the result, applied to the even epicycle (yrita), and 
additive ( dhana ) or subtractive (rna), according as this is less or 
greater than the odd, gives the corrected (sphuta) epicycle. 

The corrections of the mean longitudes of the planets for the dis- 
turbing effect of the apsis ( mandocca ) and conjunction (fighrocca.) of 
each — that is to say, for the effect of the ellipticity of their orbits, and 
for that of the annual parallax, or of the motion of the earth in its 
orbit — are made in Hindu astronomy by the Ptolemaic method of epi- 
cycles, or secondary circles, upon the circumference of which the planet 
is regarded as moving, while the centre of the epicycle revolves about 
the general centre of motion. The details of the method, as applied by 
the Hindus, will be made clear by the figures and processes to be pre- 
sented a little later; in this passage we have only the dimensions of the 
epicycles assumed for each planet. For convenience of calculation, they 
are measured in degrees of the orbits of the planets to which they 
severally belong; hence only their relative dimensions, as compared 
with the orbits, are given us. The data of the text belong to the planets 
in the older in which these succeed one another as regents of the days 
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of the week, viz, Ma^ Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn (see 
above, nndejr i. 61, 52),- Tie annexed table gives the dimensions of 
the epicycle^ "both their circumferences, which are presented directly 
by the text, and their radii, which we have calculated after the method 
of this SwdMnta, assuming the radius of the orbit to be 3438'. 

--p-p j - sBitneasions of the Epicycles of the Planets. ■■ 



1 3° 4o< j iZdM 
3i° 4o' 3oa'.4a 


ia7o'.i5 i3i® | ia6o'.6o 
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A remarkable peculiarity of the Hindu system is that the epicycles 
»e supposed to contract their dimensions as they leave the apsis or the 
conjunction respectively (excepting in the case of the epicycles of the 
conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, which expand instead of contracting), 
becoming smallest at the quadrature, then again expandingg|ll the lower 
apsis, or opposition, is reached, and decreasing and increasing in like 
manner in the other half of the orbit ; the rate of increase and diminu- 
tion being as the sine of the distance from the apsis, or conjunction. 
Bonce the rule in verse 38, for finding the true dimensions of the epi- 
cycle at any point in the orbit. It is founded upon the simple propor- 
tion: as radius, the sine of the distance at which the diminution (or 
increase) is greatest, is to the amonnt of diminution (or of increase) at 
that point, so is the sine of the. given distance to the corresponding 
diminution (or increase) ; the application of the correction thus obtained 
to the dimensions of the epicycle at the apsis, or conjunction, gives the 
true epicycle. . ' ° 

ehell revert farther on to the subject of this change in the dimen- 
sions of the epicycle. 

The term employed to denote the epicycle, paridhi, means simply 
“circumference,” or “circle;” it is the same which is used elsewhere in 
this treatise for the circumference of the earth, etc. In a single instance 
in verse 38, we have vrtta iBstead of paridhi ; its signification is the 
sainfii and its other uses are closely analogous to those of the more 
usual term. 

the corrected epicycle multiply the base-sine (bhmajyd) 
aad perpendicular-sine ( kotijyd ) respectively, and divide by the 
number or degrees m a circle: then, the arc corresponding to 
the result from the base-sine (i bhujajydphah ) is the equation of 
Hie aipsis ( mdnda phala ), in minutes, etc. 

AU the preliminary operations having been already performed, this is 
the final process by which is ascertained the equation of the ap°if, or 
the amonnt by which a planet is, at any point in its revolutionTdrawn 
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away from its mean place by tbe disturbing influence of the apsis. In 
modem phraseology, it is called the first inequality, due to the ellipticity 
of the orbit ; or, the equation of the centre. 

Figure 3, upon the next page, will serve to illustrate the method of 
the process. 

Let AMM'P represent a part of the orbit of any planet, which is 
supposed to be a true circle, having E, the earth, for its centre. Along 
this orbit the planet would move, in the direction indicated by the 
arrow, from A through M and M' to P, and so on, with an equable 
motion, were it not for the attraction of the beings situated at the apsis 
(mandoeea) and conjunction ( ptffhrocca ) respectively. The general mode 
of action of these beings has been explained above, under verses 1-5 
of this chapter : we have now to ascertain the amount of the disturb- 
ance produced by them at any given point in the planet’s revolution. 
The method devised is that of an epicycle, upon the circumference of 
which the planet revolves with an eqnable motion, while the centre of the 
epicycle traverses the orbit with a velocity equal to that of the planet’s 
mean motion, having always a position coincident with the mean place 
of the planet. At present, we have to do only with the epicycle which 
represents the disturbing effect of the apsis {mandoeea). Hie period of 
the planet’s revolution about the centre of the epicycle is the time 
which it takes the latter to make the circuit of the orbit from the apsis 
around to the apsis again, or the period of its anomalistic revolution. 
This is almost precisely equal to the period of sidereal revolution in the 
case of all the planets excepting the moon, since their apsides are re- 
garded by the Hindus as stationary (see above, under i. 41-44) : the 
moon’s apsis, however, has a forward motion of more than 40° in a 
year; hence the moon’s anomalistic revolution is very perceptibly 
longer than its sidereal, being 2 l 7 d 13 1 * IS" 1 . The arc of the epicycle 
traversed by the planet at any mean point in its revolution is accord- 
ingly always equal to the arc of the orbit intercepted between that 
point and the apsis, or to the mean anomaly, when the latter is reckoned, 
in the usual manner, from the apsis forward to the planet. Thus, in the 
figure, suppose A to be the place of the apsis (mandoeea, the apogee of 
the sun and moon, the aphelion of the other planets), and P that of. the 
opposite point (perigee, or perihelion ; it has in this treatise no distinct- 
ive name) ; and let M and M' be two mean positions of the planet, or 
actual positions of the centre of the epicycle; the lesser circles drawn 
about these four points represent the epicycle : this is made, in the figure, 
of twice the size of that assumed for the moon, or a little smaller than 
that of Mars. Then, when the centre of the epicycle is at A, the 
planet’s place in the epicycle is at a ; as the centre advances to M, M', 
and P, the planet moves in the opposite direction, to m, m', and p, the 
arc a'm being equal to A M, o" m! to AM', and a'"p to AP. It is as i£ 
while the axis E a revolves about E, the part of it A a remained con- 
stant in direction, parallel to E A, assuming the positions M m, M' m 1 , 
and P p successively. The effect of this combination of motions is to 
make the planet virtually traverse the orbit indicated in the figure by 
the broken lima which is a circle of equal radius with the tone orbit, 
but having its Centre removed from E, toward A, by a distance equal to 
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A a, the radius of the epicycle. This identity of the virtual orbit with 
an eccentric circle, of which the eccentricity is equal to the radios of 
the epicycle, was doubtless known to the Hindus, as to Ptolemy : the 
latter, in the third book of his Syn taxis, demonstrates the equivalence of 
the suppositions of an epicycle and an eccentric, and chooses the latter 
to represent the first inequality : the Hindus have preferred the other 
supposition, as better suited to their methods of calculation, and as ad- 
mitting a general similarity in the processes for the apsis and the con- 
junction. . The Hindu theory, however, as remarked above (under vv. 
1-5 of this chapter), rejects the idea of the actual motion of the planet 
in the epicycle, or on the eccentric circle : the method is but a device 
for ascertaining the effect of the attractive force of the being at the 
apsis. Thus the planet really moves in the circle AMM'P, and if the 
Inies Em, Em' be drawn, meeting the orbit in o and o', its actual place" 
fe at o and o', when its mean place is at M and M' respectively. To 
ascertain the value of the arcs o M and o' M', which are the amount of 
removal from the mean place, or the equation, is the object of the pro- 
cess prescribed by the text. - 

Suppose the planet’s mean place to be M, its mean distance from the 
apejs being A M : it has traversed, as above explained, an equal arc, a'm, 
in the epicycle. From M draw M B and M F, and from m draw m n, 
atright angles to the lines upon which they respectively fall : then MB 
is the base-sine (bhujajya), or the sine of mean anomaly, and MF, or its 
equal EB, is the perpendicular-sine (kotijya), or cosine, and mn and 
n M are corresponding sine and cosine in the epicycle. But as the rela- 
tion of the circumference of the orbit to that of the epicycle is known, 
and as all corresponding parts of two circles are to one another as their 
respective circumferences, the values of mn and n M are found by a 
proportion, as follows : as 360° is to the number of degrees in the cir- 
cumference of the epicycle at M, so is MB to mn, andEB to »M. 
Hence mn is called the “result from the base-sine” (bhujajydphala, or, 
more briefly, bhujaphala , or b&huphala), and n M the “ result from the 
perpendicular-sine” (kotjjy&phala, or Jcotiphala) : the latter of the two, 
however, is not employed in the process for calculating the equation of 
the apsis. Now,, as the dimensions of the epicycle of the apsis are in 
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all cases small, mn may without a 
be i 


considerable error be assumed to 
f,the' equationt this 
conversion of mn, as sine, into 
£ , .. ■ 

bf the planet at M' : a" 
. NBjMCjrele traversed; 

ia assumed to 


practical JJsfjfcstwn; of the process, we will 
. . , . . jibe equation oC 1U^ the moon, at the time 

^.^^I^.B Mat ip la ce'naa been fe;-’! in':^ ncrtes to the last ebap- 
vi&f '-Ifyl January; 1B60, pqcj^p^^/W’uhmgtoa. 

.t TTiffMmT fl 'KiTY ". : m 



11® 


a3' 

24” 


5 

35 

37 

II 

30 

59 

I 

10 

9 

42 

26 



a 

5o 

IO 

9 

45 

16 

11 

30 

59 

1 

IO 

18 

46 

i5 


Moon’ 

add’ tfe* ' oqimK e ii tw a e > of mSrtdnoj 

or for ljer mqtjop between midnight atU;j and 'Wash. (L 60, 61), i 

Moon’s mean longitude at required time, 

Longitude of moon’s apsis, midnight, at TTjjayini (i. 63), 
add for difference of. meridian, as above. 

Longitude of moon’s apsis at required time, 
deduct moon’s mean longitude (ii 29), 

Moon's mean anomaly ( mandakendra ), 

The anomaly being reckoned forward on the orbit from the planet, 
the position thus found for the moon relative to the apsis is, nearly 
enough for purposes of illustration, represented by M in the figure. By 
the. rule given above, inverse 30, the base-sine (bhujajya .) — since the 
anomaly is in the fourth, an even, quadrant — is to be taken from the 
part of the quadrant not included m the anomaly, or A M ; the per- 
pendicular-sine ( iotijyd ) is that corresponding to its complement, or 
M B. That is to say : 

From the anomaly, 10 * i8° 46' i5" 

deduct three quadrants, ' 9 

remains the arc iff), . ; i i8 46 r5 

take this fr&t a quadrant, 3 

i , is.;'' -'»Tf 5 -f- - " ' , ■ — . r,-. . 

remains the arq A My,. ... , ~ . , y - . * 11 45 . 

And by the method already illustrated under verses 31, 32, the sine 
corresponding to the latter arc, which is the base-sine (bhujajya), or the 
sine of mean anomaly, MB, is found to be 2266' ; that from M B, which 
is MF, or E B, the perpendicular-sine (kotijyA), or cosine of mean 
anomaly, is 2585'. •’ ••• •' ' 

The next point is’ to 4nd the true size of the epicycle at M. By 
verse 34, the con traction of its circumference amounts at B to 20'; 
hence, according* to the - rule in verse 38, we make the proportion, sin 
A D : 2(K : : sin A M ^diminution at M ; or, 

1 ‘ 3436 : 26: : 2266 : i 3 

Deducting from 32°, the circumference of the epicycle at A, the amount 
of diminution thus asCdrtaihed, We have 31° 4V' as its dimensions at M. 
vot. vi. 27 
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Once more, by verse 39, we make the proportion, circ. of orbit : circ. 
of epicycle : : M B : m n ; or, 

36o° : 3i ° 47' : : 2266 : aoo 

from the base-sine ( bkujajy&pkala ), 
to cqnal o q, is the sine of the eqna- 
.£25' its arc (see the table of sines, above) is of 
1^, accordingly, is the moon’s equation of the apsis 
fafeu time : the figure shows it to be subtractive 
45 also declares it. Hence, from the 

^ 1 1* ao° 59' 

3 20 



deSusttbe eqi 
Moon’efroe 


loonVirae longitude, ' *i 

We present bclovr, in a briefer form, the results of a similar 
ion made for the sun, at the same time. 


11 17 39 
• ealcula- 


Sun’s mean longitude, midnight, at Ujjayini (i. 83), 8* 17 0 48' 7" 

add for difference of meridian (i. 60, 61), i5 6 

Son’s mean longitude at required time, 8 18 i3 i3 

Longitude of sun’s apsis (L 41), 2 17 17 34* 

Sun’s mean anomaly (ii. 29 ), 5 29 4 u 

subtract from two quadrants (ii. 30 ), 6 


Arc determining base-sine, 55' 4^" 

Base-sine ( bhujajyd ), 56' 

Dimensions of epicycle (ii. 38), i4° 

Besult from base-sine (bhujajydphala), or sine of equation (ii. 39), 2' 

Equation ( mdnda phala, ii. 45), -J_2' 

Sun’s true longitude, 8 s 18 0 i5' 


In making these calculations, we have neglected the seconds, rejecting 
the fraction of a minute, or counting it as a minute, according as it was 
less or greater than a half. For, considering that this method is followed 
in the table of sines, which lies at the foundation of the whole process, 
and considering that the sine of the arc in the epicycle is assumed to be 
equal to that of the equation, it would evidently be a waste of labor, and 
an affectation of an exactness greater than the process contemplates, or 
than its general method renders practicable, to carry into seconds the data 
employed. 

As stated below, in verse 43, tbe equation thus found is the ODly one 
required in determining the true longitude of the sun and of the moon : 
in the case of the other planets, however, of which the apparent place is 
affected by the motion of the earth, a much longer and more complicated 
process is necessary, of which the explanation commences with the next 
following passage. 

The Ptolemaic method of making the calculation of the equation of 
the centre for the sun and moon is illustrated by the annexed figure 
(Fig. 4). The points E, A, M, a, m, and o, correspond with those simi- 
larly marked in the last figure (Fig. 3). The centre of the eccentric 
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circle is at e, and E e, which equals A a, is the eccentricity, which is given. 
Join em ; the angle mea equals ME A, the mean anomaly, and E me 
equals ME®, the equation. Extend 
me to d, where it meets Ed, a per- . Fl S- 4 - 

pendicular let fall upon it from E. 

Then, in the right-angled triangle 
Eed, the side Ee and the angles 
— since Eed equals mea — are 
given, to find the other sides, e d 
and rfE. Add e d to era, the ra- 
dius ; add the square of the sum 
to that of Ed; the square root 
of their sum is Em : then, in the 
right-angled triangle «iEd, all 
the sides and the right angle are 
given, to find the angle E me, the 
equation. 

This process is equivalent to a transfer of the epicycle from M to E ; 
E d becomes the result from the base-sine ( bhujajy&phala ), and d e that 
from the perpendicular-sine (kotijyuphala), and the angle of the equation 
is found in the same manner as its sine, e c, is found in the Hindu process 
next to be explained ; while, in that which we have been considering, E d 
is assumed to be equal to ee. 

Ptolemy also adds to the moon’s orbit an epicycle, to account foT her 
second inequality, the evection, the discovery of which does him so much 
honor. Of this inequality the Hindus take no notice. 

40. The result from the perpendicular-sine (kotjphala) of the 
distance from the conjunction is to be added to radius, when the 
distance {kendra) is in the half-orbit beginning with Capricorn ; 
but when in that beginning with Cancer, the result from the 
perpendicular-sine is to be subtracted, 

41. To the square of this sum or difference add the square of 
the result from the base-sine ( bahuphala ;) ; the square root of 
their sum is the hypothenuse ( karna ) called variable ( cala ). 
Multiply the result from the base-sine by radius, and divide by 
the variable hypothenuse : 

42. The arc corresponding to the quotient is, in minutes, etc., 
the equation of the conjunction (caighrya phala) ; it is employed 

n the first and in the fourth process of correction ( barman ) for 
Mars and the other planets. 

The process prescribed by this passage is essentially the same with that 
explained and illustrated under the preceding verse, the only difference 
being that here the sine of the required equation, instead of being 
assumed equal to that of the arc traversed by the planet in the epicycle, 
is obtained by calculation from it. The annexed figure (Fig. 5) will ex- 
hibit the method pursued. 

The larger circle, CMM'O, represents, as before, the orbit in which 
any one of the planets, as also the being at its conjunction ( fighrocca ) are 
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making the circuit of the heavens about E, the earth, as a centre, m the 
direction indicated by the arrow, from C through M and M' to O, and so 
on. But since, in every case, the conjunction moves more rapidly east- 
ward than the planet, overtaking and passing it, if we suppose the con- 
junction stationary at C, the virtual motion of the planet relative to that 
point is backward, or from 0 through M' and M to C, its mean rate of 
approach toward C being the difference between the mean motion of the 
planet and that of the snn. As before, the amount to which the planet 
is drawn away from its mean place toward the conjunction is calculated 
by means of an epicycle. The circles drawn in the figure to represent 
the epicycle are of the relative dimensions of that assigned to Mercury 
or a_ little more than half that of Mars. The direction of the planet’s 
motion in the epicycle is the reverse of that in the epicycle of the apsis, 
regards the actual motion of the planet in its orbit, being eastward at 
the conjunction ; as regards the motion of the planet relative to the con- 
junction, it is the same as in the former case, being in the contraiy direc- 
tion at the conjunction : its effect, of course, is to increase the rate of the 
eastward movement at that point The time of the planet’s revolution 
about the centre of the epicycle is the interval between two successive 
passages through the point C, the conjunction : that is to say, it is equal 
to the period of synodical revolution of each planet. These periods arc, 
according to the elements presented in the text of this Siddhknta, aa 


Mercury, 

Venus, 

Mars, 

Jupiter, 

Saturn, 


n5<l 

3ib 

4 3“ 

583 

31 

37 

779 

33 

11 

398 

31 

30 

3-8 

3 

4 


e P lc ycie traversed by the planet, at any point in its revo- 
XSnN! distance from the conjunction, when reckoned for- 
%l from the plaDet, according to the method prescribed in verse 29. 
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Suppose, now, the mean place of the planet, relative to its conjunction 
{figkrocta) 0, to be atM :,T ta plaee im the epicycle is at m, as far from 
c"' in either direction, asM'froin C. The arc of the epicycle already 
traversed k indicated in this figure, as in Fig. 3, by the heavier line. 
Draw Em, cutting the orbit in o ; theft o k the planet’s true place, and 
o M is the equation, or the amount of removal from the mean place by 
the attraction of the being at C. 

The sine and cosine of the distance fromthe conjunction, the dimen- 
sions of the epicycle, and the value of the correspondents hi the epicycle 
to the sine and cosine, are found as ini the precedin' process. Add n M. 
the result from the cosine (kotijy&pkoh i), to ME, the radius ‘.the result 
is the perpendicular, Ex, of the triangle Eds*. To the sduare of Eu 
add that of the base nm, the result from the tinv{bhvj<rjy&pk&{a ) ; the 
square root of the sum is the line E m, the hvpotbenuse: it M termed the 
variable bypothenuse (<xda karma) from its constantly changing its 
length'. We have now the two similar triangles Entn and Eoy, a 
comparison of the corresponding parts of which gives us the proportion 
K»>:t»n::Eo:oy; that is to say, o p, which is the sine of the equation 
o M. equals the product of E o, the radius, into mn, the result from the 
hasa-sine, divided by the -variable hypotbenuse, Em. 

When the planet’s mean place k-ih the quadrant DO, as at M', the 
result from the perpendicular-sine (kotijyapkala), or M' n\ is subtracted 
from radius, and the remainder, E»', is employed as before to find the 
value of Em', the variable hypethenuse: and the comparison of the 
similar triangles Em'n' and E o' g' gives o' g\ the sine of the equation, 
o'M'. 

It is obvious that when the mean distance of a planet from its conjunc- 
tion is less than a quadrant in either direction, as at M, the base E» is 
greater than radius ; when that distance is more than a quadrant, as at 
M', the base En’ is less than radius : the cosine is to be added to radios 
in the one case, and subtracted from it in the other. This is the mean- 
ing of the rule in verse 40 : compare the notes to i. 58 and ii. 30. 

In illustration of the process, we will calculate the equation of the 
conjunction of Mercury for the given time, or for midnight preceding 
January 1st, 1860, at Washington. 

Since the Hindn system, like the Greek, interchanges in the case of the 
two inferior planets the motion and place of the planet itself and of the 
sun, giving to the former as its mean motion that which is the mean 
apparent motion of the sun, and assigning to the conjunction (ptphroeca) 
a revolution which is actually that of the planet in its orbit, the mean 
position of Mercury at the given time is that found above (under v. 39) 
to be that of the sun at the same time, while to find that of its conjunc- 
tion we have to add the equation for difference of meridian ( dtfAntara - 
phala, i. 60, 61), to the longitude given under i. 53 as that of the planet. 

Longitude of Mercury’s conjunction ( pghroccct ), midnight, at Ujjayini, 4' i5° i3' 8" 

add for difference of meridian, r 44 i4 

4 16 5r u 

8 18 j 3 i 3 

Mean commutation {{ighraktndr*,), ■■ ’ - 7 38 44 9 


Longitude of- conjunction at required time, 
* Mean longitude of Mercury, 
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The position of Mercury with reference to the conjunction is accord- 
iugly very nearly that of M', in Fig. 5. The arc which determines the 
base-sine (bhvjajyd), orOM', is 58° 44', while M'D, its complement, 
from which the perpendicular-sine (Icotijya) is taken, is 31° 16'. The 
corresponding sines, M'B' and M' G, are 2938' and 1784' respectively. 

The epicycle of Mercury is one degree less at D than at O. Hence 
the proportion 

3438 : 6o :: 2938 :5i 

gives 61' as the diminution at M' : the circumference of the epicyle at M, 
then, is 132° 9', The two proportions 

9':: 3938: 1078, and 36o° : i3a° 9' :: 1784 : 655, 
give us the value of m'n' as 1078', and that of n'M' as 656'. The 
commutation being more than three and less than nine signs, or in the 
half-orbit beginning with Cancer, the fourth sign, »' M' is to be sub- 
tracted from EM', or radius, 3438' ; the remainder, 2783', is the perpen- 
dicular E«'. 


To the square of E»', 7,745,089 

add the square of n'm', 1,163,084 

of their Bum, 8,907,173 

the square root, 


is the variable hypothenuse ( cala karna), E m'. The comparison of the 
triangles E m'n' and Eo’g' gives the proportion Em': m'n': :Eo' : o’g', or 
3984 : 1078 : : 3438 : 1 243 

The value of o' q ', the sine of the equation, is accordingly 1242' : the cor- 
responding arc, o' M, is found by the process prescribed in verse 33 to be 
21° 12'. The figure shows the equation to be subtractive. 

The annexed table presents the results of the calculation of the equa- 
tion of the conjunction ( fighrakarman ) for the five planets. 


Results of the First Process for finding the True Places of the Planets. 


Planet. 

Mean 

Longitude. 

Longitude of 
Conjunction. 

Mean 

Commutation. 

Base- 

sine. 

Corr. K ? sult 
Epicycle. T / r ^ ra 
v 3 E-sine. 

Result |Va 
from ablj 
P. -sine. Hyp. 

Equat’n 
of Conj. 

Mercury, 

Venus, 

Mars, 

Jupiter, 

Saturn, 

* * ' " 

8 18 i 3 i 3 
8 18 i 3 i 3 
5 24 3 o 57 

2 26 2 14 

3 20 12 3 

8 0 f >• 

4 16 57 22 
to 21 49 47 
8 18 i 3 i 3 
8 18 i 3 i 3 
8 18 i 3 i 3 

Bo t it 

7 28 44 9 
2 3 36 34 
2 23 4 2 16 
5 22 10 59 
4 28 1 10 

2938 

3 o 8 o 

34 i 6 

468 

1820 

i 32 9 1078 
260 i 3 2226 

232 I [ 2203 
70 16 91 

39 32 * 200 

655 

1104 

225 

665 

320 

. 

2984 

5 o 58 

4274 

2774 

3 i 24 

-21 12 
+26 7 
+ 3 i 1 
+ 1 53 
+ 3 40 


This is, however, only a first step in the whole operation for finding 
the true longitudes of these five planets, as is laid down in the next 


43. The process of correction for the apsis ( mdnda barman ) is 
the only one required for the sun and moon : for Mars and the 
other planets are prescribed that for the conjunction ■(cdiqhrya) 
that for the apsis {mdnda), again that for the apsis, and that for 
the conjunction — four, in succession. 
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44. To tlie mean place of the planet apply half the equation 
of the conjunction ( tfighraphala ), likewise half the equation of the 
apsis ; to the me§n place of the planet apply the whole equation 
of the apsis ( mandaphala ), and also that of the conjunction. 

45. In the case of all the planets, and both in the process of 
correction, for the conjunction and in that for the apsis, the equa- 
tion is additive ( dhana ) when the distance ( Tcendra ) is in the half- 
orbit beginning with Aries ; subtractive ( rna ), when in the half- 
orbit beginning with Libra. 

The rule contained in the last verse is a general one, applying to all 
the processes of calculation of the equations of place, and has already 
been anticipated by us above. Its meaning is, that when the anomaly, 
( mandakendra ), or commutation ( ftghrakendra ), reckoned always forward 
from the planet to the apsis or conjunction, is less than six signs, the 
equation of place is additive ; when the former is more than six signs, 
the equation is subtractive. The reason is made clear by the figures given 
above, and by the explanations under verses 1-5 of this chapter. 

It should have been mentioned above, under verse 29, where the word 
kendra was first introduced, that, as employed in this sense by the Hin- 
dus, it properly signifies the position (see note to i. 53) of the “ centre ” 
of the epicycle — which coincides with the mean place of the planet itself 
— relative to the apsis or conjunction respectively. In the text of the 
Surya-Siddhanta it is used only with this signification : the commentary 
employs it also to designate the centre of any circle. 

Since the sun and moon have but a single inequality, according to the 
Hindu system, the calculation of their true places is simple and easy. 
With the other planets the case is different, on account of the existence 
of two causes of disturbance in their orbits, and the consequent necessity 
both of applying two equations, and alsoj^f allowing for the effect of each 
cause in determining the equation due to the other. For, to the appre- 
hension of the Hindu astronomer, it would not be proper to calculate the 
two equations from the mean place of the planet ; nor, again, to calculate 
either of the two from the mean place, and, having applied it, to take 
the new position thus found as a basis from which to calculate the other ; 
since the planet is virtually drawn away from its mean place by the 
divinity at either apex (ucca) before it is submitted to the action of the 
other. The method adopted in this Siddhknta of balancing the two 
influences, and arriving at their joint effect upon the planet, is stated in 
verses 43 and 44. The phraseology of the text is not entirely explicit, 
and would bear, if taken alone, a different interpretation from that which 
the commentary puts upon it, and which the rules to be given later show 
to be its true meaning ; thi3 is as follows : first calculate from the mean 
place of the planet the equation of the conjunction, and apply the half 
of it to the mean place ; from the position thus obtained calculate the 
equation of the apsis, and apply half of it to the longitude as already 
once equated ; from this result find once more the equation of the apsis, 
and apply it to the original mean place of the planet; and finally, calcu- 
late from, and apply to, this last place the whole equation of the con- 
junction. 
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. We have caicidaied bytfeis method the tree places of the fire planets, 
and presenfethft-resnks of the processes in the following tables. Those 
of, the first process :faave been already given under,. the preceding pas- 
sage: tbe apfdieatkMr of half the equations there found to the mean 
.longitude gives ua the longitude once equated as a basis for the next 
■*f' : tf'f&K'X*'* ' 

’ rocess for finding the True Places of the Planets. 

Eqa 
of A 


mfisoffke 

f 


3 


Planet. 


iy'ft .yenus, 
ad’ ' 

T'* 


Jupiter. 

Saturn, 


Efptat#»d 

Lougitade. 


,V * .* * 

.‘8-.-0-37 

,9 » 17 

[ 6 ™ ' 

3 «6 D9 

3 32 I 


laongitndc 
of Apsis. 


.7 IO 18 30 
i 19 5i 17 

4 10 a 4o 

5 ai aa 19 


- ,*y v - " — 


Equated 

Anomaly. 


11 a 5i 
5 18 35 
10 o a 
a 24 a3 


Base- 

aine. 


Corrected; 

Epicycle. 


1 568 
^681 

*977 

3420 

afrap 


29 5 
11 48 
72 24 

32 O 

45 11 


q action 
I A pan. 


-27 
+ O 2» 
-IO 2 

+ 55 

+ 6 20 


' Again, the application of half these equations to the longitudes as 
Once equated famishes tibe dots for the third process. The longitudes of 
the apsides, being the same arm. the second operation, are not repeated 
in this table. 

J&ewlts vf the Third Pneets fotjUtidfM the True Places <f the Planets. 


Planet. 

BrfStofr"' 

lungttadg. 

»<>■» i**^-*- *e ■■ ’ 

"■ijpww:' ■ 

RfiM* 

■iofr- 

Corrected 

Epicycle. 

Variation 
of Aprir 


a • • ’ t 

M ’« • 

. 

• 

. 

0 1 

Mercury, 

8 6 34 

II 54 

. l5l2 

2 9 

7 

-2 3 

Venus, 

9 ;.:t U8 

34 

691 

11 

48 

+0 23 

Mart, 

6 5 0 

16 5 3 

a8<4 

72 

33 

-9 3o 

•Jupiter, 

a 29 3o 

a ai 5a 

34o3 

3a 

I 

+5 4 

Saturn, 

3 aS ii| 

ki-J.2- 

2932 

48 

9 

+6 33 


( The original mean longitudes are now corrected by the results of die 
|)iijd process, to obtain a position from which shall be once more calcu- 
fetqd the equation of the conjunction ; and the application of this to the 
position which furnished it yields, as a final result, the true place of each 
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The Hindu method of finding the true longitudes of the fire planets 
whose apparent position is affected by the parallax of the earth’s motion 
having thus been fully explained, we will proceed to indicate, as snc- 
einctly as possible, the way in which the same problem is solved by the 
great Greek astronomer. The annexed figure (Fig. 6) will illustrate his 
method : it is taken from those presented in the Syntaxis, but with such 
modifications of form as to make it correspond with the figures previ- 
ously given here : the conditions which it represents are only hypothet- 
ical, not according with the actual elements of any of the planetary 
orbits. 

Let E be the earth’s place, and let the circle Ap C, described about 
E as a centre, represent the mean orbit of any planet, E A being the 
direction of its line of apsides, and E C that of its conjunction (pi ghra), 


Fig. 6. 


called by Ptolemy the 
apogee of its epicycle. 
Let EX be the double 
eccentricity, or the 
equivalent to the ra<- 
dius of the Hindu 
X ' epicycle of the apsis ; 

\ , and let EX be bi- 

sected in Q. Then, 
as regards the influ- 
ence of the eccen* 
x ’ v ' tricity of the orbit 

npon the place of the 
planet, the centre of 
H equable angular mo- 

tion is at X, but the centre of equal distance is at Q : the planet virtu- 
ally describes the circle A' P, of which Q is the centre, but at the same 
rate as if it were moving equably upon the dotted circle, of which the 
centre is at X. The angle of mean anomaly, accotdmgly, which in- 
creases proportionally to the time, is a; X A", but P is the planet’s places 
PEA the true anomaly, and E P X the equation of place. The value 
of E P X is obtained by a process analogous to that described above, 
under verse 39 (pp. 210, 211); EB and* B X, and QD and DX, are 
first found; then DP, which, by subtracting DX, gives XP; XP 
added to B X gives B P ; and from B P and B E is derived E P B, the 
equation required; subtract this from PXA, and the remainder is 
REA, the planet’s true distance from the apsis. About P describe 
the epicycle of the conjunction, and draw the radios PT parallel 
to E G : then T is the planet’s place in the epicycle, p its apparent 
position in the mean orbit, and T E P the equation of the epicycle* or 
of the conjunction. In order to arrive at the value of this equation, 
Ptolemy first finds that of S E R, the corresponding angle when the 
centre of the epicycle is placed at R, at the mean distance ER, or 
radius, from E : he then diminishes it by a complicated process, into 
the details of which it is not necessary here to enter, and which, as 
he himself acknowledges, is not strictly accurate, but yields results suffi- 
ciently near to the truth. The application of the equation thus obtained 
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to the place of the planet as already once equated gives the final result 
sought for, its geocentric place. 

. In the case of Mercury, Ptolemy introduces the additional supposition 
that the centre of equal distances, instead of being fixed at Q, revolves 
in a retrograde direction upon the circumference of a circle of which X 
is the centre, and X Q the radius. 

. - After a thorough discussion of the observations upon which his data 
and his methods are founded, and a full exposition of the latter, Ptolemy 
proceeds himself to construct tables, which are included in the body of 
hiafrark, from which the true places of the planets at any given time 
may be found by a brief and simple process. The Hindus are also ac- 
customed to employ such tables, although their construction and use are 
nowhere alluded to in this treatise. Hindu tables, in part professing to 
he calculated according to the Shrya-Siddh&nta, have been published 
by Bailly (Traitb de l’Astr. Ind. et Or., p. 335, etc.), by Bentley (Hind. 
Ast, p. 219, etc.), by Warren (Kkla Sankalita, Tables), by Mr. Hoising- 
ton (Oriental Astronomer, p. 61, etc.), and, for the sun and moon, by 
Davis (As. Res., ii. 255, 256). 

. We are now in a , condition to compare the planetary system of the 
Hindus with that of the Greeks, and to take note of the principal re- 
semblances and differences between them. And it is evident, in the first 
place, that in all their grand features the two are essentially the same. 
Both alike analyze, with remarkable success, the irregularities of the 
apparent motions of the planets into the two main elements of which 
tlmy are made up, and both adopt the same method of representing and 
simulating those irregularities. Both alike substitute eccentric circles 
for the true elliptic orbits of the planets. Both agree in assigning to 
Mercury and Venus the same mean orbit and motion as to the sun, and 
in giving them epicycles which in fact corresppnd to their heliocentric 
orbits, making the centre of those epicycles, however, not the true, but 
the mean place of the sun, and also applying to the latter the correction 
due to the eccentricity of the orbit Both transfer the centre of the 
orbits of the superior planets from the sun to the earth, and then assign 
to each, as an epicycle, the earth’s orbit ; not, however, in the form of 
an ellipse, nor even of an eccentric, but in that of a true circle ; and 
here, too, both make the plaif of the centre of the epicycle to depend 
upon the mean, instead of the true, place of the sun. The key to the 
whole system of the Greeks, and the determining cause both of its nu- 
merous accordances with the actual conditions of things in nature, and 
of its inaccuracies, is the principle, distinctly laid down and strictly ad- 
hered to by them, that the planetary movements are to be represented 
by a combination of equable circular motions alone, none other being 
deemed suited to the dignity and perfection of the heavenly bodies. By 
the Hindus, this principle is nowhere expressly recognized, so far as we 
•re aware, as one of binding influence, and although their whole system, 
BO less than that of the Greeks, seems in other respects inspired by it, 
it is in one point, as we shall note more particularly hereafter, distinctly 
abandoned and violated by them (see below, under vv. 50, 51). We 
cannot but regard with the highest admiration the acuteness and in- 
dustry, the power of observation, analysis, and deduction of the Greeks, 
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that, hampered by false assumptions, and imperfectly provided with 
instruments, they were able to construct a science containing so much 
of truth, and serving as a secure basis for the improvements of after 
time : whether we pay the same tribute to the genius of the Hindu will 
depend upon- whether we consider him also, like all the rest of the world, - 
to have been the pupil of the Greek in astronomical science,*, or whether 
we shall believe him to have- arrived independentlyat a system so 

closely the counterpart of that of the West. - 

The differences between the two systems are much less fundamental 
and important. The assumption of a centre of equal distance different 
from that of equal angular motion — and, in the case of Mercury, itself 
also movable — is unknown to the Hindus : this, however, appears to be 
an innovation introduced into the Greek system by Ptolemy, and un- 
known before his time ; it was adopted by him, in spite of its seeming 
arbitrariness, because it gave him results according more nearly with his 
observations. The moon’s evection, the discovery of Ptolemy, is equally 
wanting in the Hindu astronomy. As regards the combined application 
of the equations of the apsis and the conjunction, the two systems are 
likewise at variance. Ptolemy follows the truer, as well as the simpler, 
method : he applies first the whole correction for the eccentricity of the 
orbit, obtaining as a result, in the case of the superior planets, the 
planet’s true heliocentric place ; and this he then corrects for the paral- 
lax of the earth’s position. Here, too, ignorant as he was of the actual 
relation between the two equations, we may suppose him to have been 
guided by the better coincidence with observation of the results of his 
processes when thus conducted. The Hindus, on the other hand, not 
knowing to which of the two supernatural beings at the apsis and con- 
junction should be attributed the priority of influence, conceived them 
to act simultaneously, and adopted the method stated above, in verse 44, 
of obtaining an average place whence their joint effect should be calcu- 
lated. This is the only point where they forsook the geometrical method, 
and suffered their theory respecting the character of the forces produ- 
cing the inequalities of motion to modify their processes and results. 
The change of dimensions of the epicycles is also a striking peculiarity 
of the Hindu system, and to us, thus far, its most enigmatical feature! 
The virtual effect of the alteration upon the epicycles themselves is to 
give them a form approximating to the elliptical. But, although the 
epicycles of the conjunction of the inferior planets represent the proper 
orbits of those planets, and those of the superior the orbit of the earth, 
it is not possible to see in this alteration an unconscious recognition of 
the principle of ellipticity, because the major axis of the quasi-ellipse — 
or, in the case of Jupiter and Saturn, the minor axis — is constantly 
pointed toward the earth. Its effect upon the orbit described bj the 
planet is, as concerns the epicycle of the apsis, to give to the eccentric 
circle an ovoid shape, flattened in the first and fourth quadrants, bulging 
in the second and third : this is, so far as it goes, an approximation to- 
ward Ptolemy’s virtual orbit, a circle described about a centre distant 
from the earth’s place by only half the equivalent of the radius of the 
Hindu epicycle (the circle A' P in figure 6) : but the approximation 
seems too distant to furnish any hint of an explanation. A diminution 
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ef the epicycle also effects * corresponding diminntion of the equation, 
carrying the planet forward’ where the equation is subtractive, and back- 
ward where it is' additive : but w#hardlv feel justified in assuming that 
it is to be regarded as mi empirical correction, applied to make the re- 
sults of calculation agree more nearly with those of observation, because 
its amount and place stand in no relation which we have been able to 
trace to the true elements of the planetary orbits, nor is the accuracy 
of either the' Hibdu calculations or observations so great as to make 
each slight corrections of appreciable importance. We are compelled 
to leave the solution of this difficulty, if it shall prove soluble, to later 
investigation, add a more extended comparison of the different text- 
books of Hindu astronomical science. 

■ As regards the numerical value of the elements adopted by the two 
Systems — their mutnal relation, and their respective relations to the true 
elements established by modem science, are exhibited in the annexed 
table. The first part of it presents the comparative dimensions of the 
planetary orbits, or the value of the radius of each in terms of that of 
the earth’s orbit. In the case of Mercnry and Venus, this is represented 
by the relation of the radius of the epicycle (of the conjunction) to that 
of the orbit ; in the case of the superior planets, by that of the radius 
of the orbit to the radius of the epicycle. For the Hindu system it 
Was necessaiy to give two values in every case, derived respectively from 
the greatest *and least dimensions of the epicycles. Such a relative de- 
termination of the moon’s orbit, of course, could not be obtained : its 
Absolute dimensions will be found stated later (see under iv. 3 and xii. 
84). The second part of the table gives, as the fairest practicable com- 
parison of the values assigned by each system to the eccentricities, the 
greatest equations of the centre. For Mercury and Venus, however, the 
ancient and modern determinations of these equations are not at all 
comparable, the latter giving their actual heliocentric amount, the for- 
mer their apparent value, as seen from the earth. 


Relative Dimensions and Eccentricities of the Planetary Orbits, according 
to Different Authorities. 
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46. Multiply the daily motion (bhukti) of a planet by the sun’s 
result from the base-ame (bdJmphala), and divide by the number 
of minutes in a circle ( bhacakra ) ; the result, in minutes, apply 
to the planet s true place, in the same direction as the equation 
was applied to the sun. 
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By this role, allowance is made for that part of the eqaation of time, 
or of the difference between mean and apparent solar time, which is due 
to the difference between the sun’s mean and true places. The instru- 
ments employed by the Hindus in measuring time are described, very 
briefly and insufficiently, in the thirteenth chapter of this work : in all 
probability the gnomon and shadow was that most relied upon ; at any 
rate, they can have had no means of keeping mean time with any accu- 
racy, and it appears from this passage that apparent time alone is re- 
garded as ascertainable directly. Now if the sun moved in the equi- 
noctial instead of in the ecliptic, the interval between the passage of his 
mean and his true place across the meridian would be the same part of 
a day, as the difference of the two places is of a circle : hence the pro- 
portion upon which the rule in the text is founded : as the number of 
minutes in a circle is to that in the sun’s equation (which is the same 
with his “ result from the base-sine : ” see above, v. 39), so is the whole 
daily motion of any planet to its motion during the interval. And 
since, when the sun is in advance of his true place, he comes later to 
the meridian, the planet moving on during the interval, and the reverse, 
the result is additive to the planet’s place, or subtractive from it, accord- 
ing as the sun’s equation is additive or subtractive. 

The other source of difference between true and apparent time, the 
difference in the daily increment of the arcs of the ecliptic, in which 
the sun moves, and of those of the equinoctial, which are the measures 
of time, is not taken account of in this treatise. This is the more 
strange, as that difference is, for some other purposes, calculated and 
allowed for. 

At the time for which we have ascertained above the true places of 
the planets, the sun is so near the perigee, and his equation of place is 
so small, that it renders necessary no modification of the places as 
given : even the moon moves but a small fraction of a second during 
the interval between mean and apparent midnight. 

By hhukti, as used in this verse, we are to understand, of course, not 
the mean, but the actual, daily motion of the planet : the commentary 
also gives the word this interpretation. How the actual rate of motion 
is found at any given time, is taught in the next passage. 

47. From the mean daily motion of the moon subtract the 
daily motion of its apsis ( manda ), and, having treated the differ- 
ence in the manner prescribed by the next rule, apply the result, 
as an additive or subtractive equation, to the daily motion. 

48. The equation of a planet’s daily motion is to be calculated 
like the place of the planet in the process for the apsis : multi- 
ply the daily motion by the difference of tabular sines corre- 
sponding to the base-sine ( dorjyd ) of anomaly, and then divide 
by two hundred and twenty-five ; 

49. Multiply the result by the corresponding epicycle of the 
apis ( mandaparidhi ), and divide by the number of degrees in a 
circle ( bhagana ); the result, in minutes, is additive when in the 
half-orbit beginning with Cancer, mid subtractive when in that 
beginning with Capricorn. 



Only the effect of the apsis npon the daily rate of motion is treated 
of in these verses ; the farther modification of it by the conjunction is 
the subject of those which succeed. 

Verse 4Y is a separate specification under the general rule given in 
thefoUavipg verse, applying to the moon alone. The rate of a planet’s 
motion in its epicycle being equal to its mean motion from the apsis, or 
its anomalistic motion, it is necessary in the case of the moon, whose 
apsis perceptible forward movement, to subtract the daily amount 
of this movement from that of the planet in order to obtain the daily 
rate of removal from the apsis. . 

In the first half of verse 48 the commentary sees only an intimation 
that, as regards the apsis, the equation of motion is found in the tfeuue 
general method as the equations of place, a certain factor being multi- 
plied by the circumference of the epicycle and divided by that of the 
orbit Such a direction, however, would-be altogether trifling and super- 
fluous, and not at all in- accordance with the- usual compressed style of 
the treatise; and moreover, were it to be so understood, we should lack 
any direction as to which of the several places found for a planet in the 
process for ascertaining its true place should be assumed as that for 
yrhich this first equation of motion is to be calculated. The true mean- 
ing of the line, beyond all reasonable question, is, that the equation is 
to be derived from the same data from which the equation of place for 
the apsis was finally obtained, to be applied to the planet’s mean posi- 
tion, as this is applied to its mean motion ; from the data, namely, of 
the third process, as given above. 

The principle upon which the rule is founded may be explained as 
follows. The equation of motion for any given time is evidently equal 
to the amount of acceleration or of retardation effected during that time 
by the influence of the apsis. Thus, in Fig. 3 (p. 208), mn, the sine of 
afm, is the equation of motion for the whole time daring which the 
centre of the epicycle has been- traversing the arc A M. If that arc, 
and the arc o' m, be supposed to be divided into any number of equal 
portions, each equal to a day’s motion, the equation of motion for each 
successive day will be equal to the successive increments of the sines of 
the, increasing arcs in the epicycle; and these will be equal to the suc- 
cessive increments from day to day of the sines of mean anomaly, re- 
duced to the dimensions of the epicycle. But the rate at which 'the 
abe is Increasing or decreasing at any point in the quadrant is approxi- 
mately measured by the difference of the tabular sines at that point: 
aoid as the arcs of mean daily motion are generally quite small — being 
except in the case irf the moon, much less than 3° 45', the unit of the 
table— we may form this proportion : if, at the point in the orbit occu- 
pied by the planet, a difference of 3° 45' in arc produces an increase or 
decrease of a given amount in sine, what increase or decrease of sine 
will be produced by a difference of arc equal to the planet’s daily 
motion ? or, 225 : diff. of tab. sines : : planet’s daily motion : correspond- 
ing diff. of siD*. The reduction of the result of this proportion to the 
dimensions of the epicycle gives the equation souerht. 

We wilt calculate by this method the true daily motion of the moon 
at the fame for which her true longitude has been found above. 
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Moon’s mean daily motion (i. 30), 790 ' 35" 

deduct daily motion of apsis (L S3), 6 4< 

Moon’s mean anomalistic motion, 783 54 

From the process of calculation of the moon’s true place, given above, 
we take 

Moon’s mean anomaly, io* 18 0 48’ i5" 

Sine of anomaly ( bkujajyd ), 2266 ' 

From the table of sines (ii 15-27), we find 

Corresponding difference of tabular sines, 174' 

Hence the proportion 

Ii 5 ' : 174' : : 783' 54 " : 606' i 3 " 

shows the increase of the sine of anomaly in a day at this point to be 


606' 13".' The dimensions of the epicycle were found to be 31° 47'. 
Hence the proportion 

36o“ : 3i° 47' : : 606 ' i3" : 53' 3i" 

give ns the desired equation of motion, as 53' 31". By verse 49 it is 
subtractive, the planet being less than a quadrant from the apsis, or its 
anomaly being more than nine and less than three signs. Therefore, 
from the 

Moon’s mean daily motion, 790 ' 35" 

subtract the equation, 53 3 1 

Moon’s true daily motion at given time, 7^7 4 

The roughness of the process is well illustrated by this example. 
Had the sine of anomaly been but 2' greater, the difference of sines 
would have been 10' less, and the equation only about 50'. 

The equation of the sun’s motion, calculated in a similar manner, is 
found to be -f-2' 18", and his true motion 61' 26". 

The corrected rate of motion of the other planets will be given under 
the next following passage. 

50. Subtract the daily motion of a planet, thus corrected for 
the apsis ( manda ), from the daily motion of its conjunction 
(qLghra) ; then multiply the remainder by the difference between 
the last hypothenuse and radius, 

51. An n divide by the variable hypothenuse {cola Jcarna) : the 
result is additive to the daily motion when the hypothenuse is 
greater than radius, and subtractive when this is less; if, when 
subtractive, the equation is greater than the daily motion, deduct 
the latter from it, and the remainder is the daily motion in a 
retrograde ( vahra ) direction. 

The commentary gives no demonstration of the rule by which we are 
here taught to calculate the variation of the rate of motion of a planet, 
occasioned by the action of its conjunction : the following figure, how- 
ever (Fig. 7), will illustrate the principle upon wluchJt is founded. 
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As in a previousfigure (Fig.. 5, p. 212), CMM' represents the mean 
orbit of a planet, $ the earth, and M the planet’s mean position, at a 
given time, relative to its conjunction, C : the circle described about M 
is the epicycle of the conjunction : it is drawn, in the figure, of the 
relative dimensions of that assumed 
for Mars. Suppose M' M to be the '’*»• 

amotant of morion of the centre of 
the epicycle, or the (equated) mean 
synodical morion of the planet, 
during one day ; tn'rn is the arc of 
the epicycle traversed by the planet / 
in the same time. As the amount 
of daily synodical motion is in every 
case small, these arcs are necessarily 
greatly exaggerated in the figure, v 
being made about twenty-four times 
too great for Mars. Had the planet 
remained stationary in the epicycle 
at m' while the centre of the epi- 
cycle moved firom M' to M, its place 
at the given rime would be at «; 

having moved to m, it is seen at f : ‘ . r . _ - 

hence * t is the equationy<tf '3wIy mhtibn, of which it is required to 
ascertain the value. Produce E m’ip>, making E a equal to JEm, and 
join fcin; from M draw M ohflf right angles' to E m. Then, since the~arc 
mm' fe very small, the angles Eim and Earn, as also Mmm 1 and 
Hu's, may be regarded as right angles |Mm 0- and nmm' Ofe th ere- 
fore equal, each being the complement of Emm', and the triangles 
mum' and Mm o are similar. Hence 


Y 


- H 


'h 


fXC 

?ut 

H*noe, by combining terms, 


Tim: mo :mn 
EM : Mm ;:MM' ; mm’ 
EM: mo:: MM': m* 
i«:Ei 


therefore, since EM equals El,) 
<”by agaiu combining, ) 




and, reducing the proportion to an equation, <«, the required equation 
of motion, equals MM', the equated mean synodical morion in a day, 
multiplied by o, and divided by Em, the variable bypothenuse. This, 
however, is not precisely the rule given above ; for in the text of this 
Siddh&nta, m t, the difference between the variable hypothenuse and 
radius, is substituted for mo, as if the two were virtually equivalent : a 
highly inaccurate assumption, since they differ from one another by the 
versed sine, o l, of the equation of the conjunction, M t, which equation 
is sometimes as much as 40° : and indeed, the commentary, contrary to 
its usual habit of obsequiousness to the inspired text with which it has 
t6 deaf- rejects this assumption, and says, without even an apology for 
the liberty it » taking, that by the word “radius” in verse 50 is to be 
tfnderstood the cosine (kotijyb) of the second equation of the conjunction. 
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In illustration of the rule, we will calculate the true rate of daily 
motion of the planet Blars, at the same time for which the previous 
calculations have been made. 

By the process already illustrated under the preceding passage, the 
equation of Mare’s daily motion for the effect of the apsis, as derived from 
the data of the third process for ascertaining his true place, is found to 
be -3' 41", the diffidence of tabular sines jbeing 131'. Accordingly, 


from. the mean daily motion of Mara (i. 34), 3i' 26" 

deduct the equation for the apsis, 3 4i 

Mara’s equated daily motion, 27 45 

Now, to find tike equated daily synodical motion, 

from the daily motion of Mars's conjunction (the sun); 69' 8" 

deduct his equated daily motion, 27 45 

Mars’s equated daily synodical motion, 3i 23 


The variable hypothenusc used in the last process for finding the true 
place was 3984'; its excess above radius is 546'. The proportion 

3984':54G'::3i'23":4' 18" 

4h0ws, tfrets; that the Ajdatiofi of motion due to the conjunction at thd 
given tiWe k 4' 18". Since the hyppthemSse li greater than radius— 
that fi| to say, 4ihee tjhi pliuet u in the half-orbit ih which the influence 
df the conjunction hi dCcelefktSve — the e^uatlotf $ Additive. Therefore, 

to Mare’s equated daily motion, ... 45" 

add the equation for the conjunction, 4 18 

Mars’s true daily motion at the given time, 32 3 

In this cilculafioU wtS have followed the rule stated in the text : had 
we accepted the amendment of the commentary, and, in finding the 
second term of our proportion, substituted for radius the cosine of 
33° 44', the resulting equation would have been more than doubled, 
becoming 8' 51", instead of 4' 18"; this happening to be a case where 
the difference is nearly as great as possible. We have deemed it best, 
however, in making out the corresponding results for all the five planets, 
as presented in the annexed table, to adhere to the directions of the 
test itself. The inaccuracy, it may be observed, is greatest when the 
equation of motion is least, and the contrary ; so that, although some- 
times very large relatively to the equation, it never comes to he of any 
great importance absolutely. 

Besults of the Proceese* for finding the True Daily Motion of the Planet *. 
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The final abandonment by the Hindus of the principle of equable cir- 
cular motion, which lies at the foundation of the whole system of eccen- 
trics and epicycles, is, as already pointed out above (under vv. 43-45), 
distinctly exhibited in this process : ml m (Fig. 7), the arc in the epi- 
cycle traversed by the planet during a given interval of time, is no fixed 
and equal quantity, but is dependent upon the arc M' M, the value of 
which, having suffered' common by the result of a triply complicated 
process, is altogether irregiMr and variable. This necessarily follows 
from the assumption of simultaneous and mutual action on the part of 
the beings at the apsis and conjunction, and the consequent impossibility 
of constructing a single connected geometrical figure which snail repre- 
sent the joint effect of the two disturbing influences. By the Ptolemaic 
method the principle is consistently preserved : the fixed axis of the 
epicycle (see Pig. 6, p. 217), to the revolution of which that of the 
epicycle itself is bound, is *P X; and as the angle arPT, like x X A", 
increases equably, the planet traverses the circumference of the epicycle 
with an unvarying motion relative to the fixed point x ; although the 
equation is derived, not from the arc a:T, but from eT, the equivalent of 
CJB, its part ex varying with the varying angle E PX. 

In case the reverse motion of the planet upon the half-circumference 
qf the epicycle within the mean orbit is, when projected upon the orbit, 
greater than the direct motion of the centre of the epicycle, the planet 
will appear to move backward in its orbit, at a rate equal to the excess 
Of the former over the latter motion. This is, as the last table shows, 
the case with Jupiter and Saturn at the given time. The subject of the 
retregradation of the planets is continued and completed in the next 
following passage. 

5 52. When at a great distance from its conjunction (tfghrocea), 
a planet, having its substance drawn to the left and right by 
slack cords, comes then to have a retrograde motion. 

53. Mars and the rest, when their degrees of commutation 
( kendra ), in the fourth process, are, respectively, one hundred 
and sixty-four, one hundred and forty-four, one hundred and 
thirty, one hundred and sixty-three, one hundred and fifteen, 

54. Become retrograde ( vakrin ): and when their respective 
commutations are equal to the number of degrees remaining 
after subtracting those numbers, in each several case, from a 
whole circle, they cease retrogradation. 

65. In accordance with the greatness of their epicycles of the 
conjunction ( gvjhraparvihi ), Venus and Mars cease retrograding 
in the seventh sign, Jupiter and Mercury in the eighth, Saturn 
in the ninth. 

-As 

The subject of the stations and retrograclations of the planets is 
rather briefly and summarily disposed of in this passage, although 
treated with as much fullness, perhaps, as is consistent with the general 
method of the Siddhanta. Ptolemy devotes to it the greater part of 
the twelfth book of the Syntaxis. ' Y.' 
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The first verse gives the theory of the physical cause of the phenome- 
non: it is to be compared with the opening verses of the chapter, 
particularly verse 2. We note here, again, the entire disavowal of the 
system of epicycles as a representation of the actual movements of the 
planets. How the slackness of the cords by which each planet is 
attached to, and attracted by, the supernatural being at its conjunction, 
furnishes an explanation of its retrogradation which should commend 
itself as satisfactory to the mind even of one who believed in the super- 
natural being and the cords, we find it very hard to see, in spite of the 
explanation of the commentary : it might have been better to omit 
verse 52 ■ altogether, and to suffer the phenomenon to rest upon the 
simple and intelligible explanation given at the end of the preceding 
verse, which is a true statement of its cause, expressed in terms of the 
Hindu system. The actual reason of the apparent retrogradation is, 
indeed, different in the case of the inferior and of the superior planets. 
As regards the former, when they are traversing the inferior portion of 
their orbits, or are nearly between the sun and the earth, their helio- 
centric eastward motion becomes, of course, as seen from the earth, 
westward, or retrograde ; by the parallax of the earth's motion in the 
same direction this apparent retrogradation is diminished, both in rate 
and in continuance, but is not prevented, because the motion of the 
.inferior planets is more rapid than that of the earth. The retrograda- 
tion of the superior planets, on the other hand, is due to, the parallax of 
the earth's motion iu the same direction when between them and the 
sun, and is lessened hy their own motion, in their orbits, although hot 
done away with altogether, because their motion is less rapid than that 
of the earth. But, in the Hindu system, the revolution of the planet in 
the epicycle of the conjunction represents in the one case the proper 
motion of the planet, in the other, that of the earth, reversed ; hence, 
whenever its apparent amount, in a contrary direction, exceeds that of 
the movement of the centre ot the epicycle — which is, in the one case, 
that of the earth, in the other, that of the planet itself retrogradation 
is the necessary consequence. 

Verses 53-55 contain a statement of the limits within which retro- 
gradation takes place. The data of verse 53 belong to the different 
planets in the order. Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn (see 
above, under i. 51, 52). That is to say, Mercury retrogrades, when his 
equated commutation, as made use of in the fourth process for finding 
his true place (see above, under vv. 43-45), is more than 144° and less 
than 210° ; Venus, when her commutation, in like manner, is between 
163° and 197°; Mars, between 164° and 196°; Jupiter, between 130° 
and 230°; Saturn, between 115° and 245°'. These limits ought not, 
however, even according to the theory of this Siddhanta, to bo laid 
down with such exactness ; for the precise point at which the subtractive 
Equation of motion for the conjunction will exceed the propir motion 
of the planet must depend, iu part, upon the varying rate of the latter 
as affected by its eccentricity, and must accordingly differ a little at 
different times. “We have not thought it worth while to calculate the 
amount of this variation, nor to draw, up a comparison -.of the Hindu 
with the Greek and the modern determinations of the limits ot retro- 


gradation, since these are dependent for their correctness upon the accu- 
racy of the "elements' assumed, and the processes employed, both of 
which have been already sufficiently illustrated. 

The last verse of the passage adds little to what had been already 
said, being merely ia repetition, in other and less precise terms, of the 
specifications Bf the preceding verse, together with the assertion of a 
relation between the limits of retrogradation and the dimensions of the 
Respective epicycles ; a relation which is only empirical, and which, as 
regards Venus and Mars, does not quite hold good. 

,:;56, To the nodes of Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter, the equation 
.bf the conjunction is to be applied, as to the planets themselves 
respectively ; to those of Mercury and Venus, the equation of 
the apsis, as found by the third process, in the contrary direction. 
£- ■57. The sine of the arc found by subtracting the place of the 
'node from that of the planet — or, in the case of Venus and 
Mercury, frofll that of the conjunction — being multiplied by the 
extreme latitude, and divided by the last hypothenuse — or, in 
the' ease of the moon, by radius — gives the latitude (vikskepa). 

58. When latitude and declination ( apakrama ) are of like 
direction, the declination (krdnti) is increased by the latitude; 
.'.when of different direction, it is diminished by it, to find the 
.true (spashta) declination : that of the sun remains as already 
determined. 

How to find the declination of a planet at any given point in the 
ecliptic, or circle of declination (krdntivrtta), was taught us in verse 28 
above, taken in connection with verses 9 and 10 of the next chapter: 
here we have stated the method of finding the actual declination of any 
planet, as modified by its deviation in latitude from the ecliptic. 

The process by which the amount of a planet’s deviation in latitude 
from the ecliptic is here directed to be found is more correct than might 
■ -have been expected, considering how far the Hindus were from compre- 
*• Sending the true relations of the solar system. The three quantities 
employed as data in the process are, first, the angular distance of the 
' plan A from its node; second, the apparent value, as latitude, of its 
greatest removal from the ecliptic, when seen from the earth at a mean 
distance, equal to the radius of its mean orbit; and lastly, its actual 
distance from the earth. Of these quantities, the second is stated for 
- each planet in the eondnding verses of the first chapter; the third is 
correctly represented by the variable hypothenuse (cala karna ) found in 
nhf fourth process for determining the planet’s true place (see abovg, 
hfider w. 43-45) ; the first is still to be obtained, and verse 56 with the 
'"'Pjt parfof verse 57^ teach the method of ascertaining it. The princi- 
ple of 0 method is the samefor all the planets, although the state- 
ment or It is so different ; it is, in effect, to apply to the mean place of 
the (planet, before taking its distance from the node, only the equation 
of the apsis, found as the result of the third process. In the case 6f 
' the superior planefo, this method has all the correctness which the 
■Hindu system admits ; for by the first three processes of correction is 
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found, as »e$jly a? the Hindus are able to find it, the true heliocentric 
place of the planet, the distance from which to the node determines, of 
course, the .amount of removal from the ecliptic. Instead, however, of 
taking this distance directly, rejecting altogether the fourth equation, 
that for the parallax of the earth’s place, the Hindus apply the latter 
both to .the planet and to the node ; their relative position thus remains 
the sanje as if the other method had been adopted. 

Thus, for instance, the position of Jupiter’s node npon the first of 
January, I860, is found from the data already given above (see i. 41-44) 
to be 2? 19° 40' ; his true heliocentric longitude, employed as a datum in 
the fourth prqcess (see p. 216), is 3* 1° 6'; Jupiter’s heliocentric dis- 
tance from the node is, accordingly, 11° 26'. Or, by the Hindu method, 
the planet’s true geocentric place is 3* 4° 11', and the corrected longi- 
tude of its node js 2 s 22° 45'; the distance remains, as before, 11° 26'. 

In the case of the inferior planets, as the assumptions of the Hindus 
respecting them were farther removed from the truth of nature, so their 
method of finding the distance from the node is more arbitrary and less 
accurate. In their system the heliocentric position of the planet is rep- 
resented by the place of its conjunction (ptr/hra), and they had, as is 
shown $boye (see ii. 8), recognized the fact that it was the distance of 
the latter from the node which determined the amount of deviation from 
the ecliptjc. Now, in ascertaining the heliocentric distance of an infe- 
rior planet frojn its node, allowance needs to be made, of course, for the 
effect npon its position of the eccentricity of its orbit But the Hindu 
equation of the apsis is no true representative of this effect : it is calcu- 
lated in order to be applied to the mean place of the sun, the assumed 
centre of the epicycle — that is, of the true orbit ; its value, as found, is 
geocentric, and, as appears by the table on p. 220, is widely different 
from its heliocentric value ; and its sign is plus or minus according as 
its influence is to carry the planet, as seen from the earth, eastward or 
westward ; while, in either case, the true heliocentric effect may be at 
one time to bring the planet nearer to, at another time to carry it farther 
from, the node. The Hindus, however, overlooking these incongruities, 
and haying, apparently, no distinct views of the subject to guide them 
to a corrector method, follow with regard to Yenus and Mercury wbat 
seems to them the same rule as was employed in the ease of the other 
planets — they apply the equation of the apsis, the result of the third 
process, to the mean place of the conjunction ; only here, as before, by 
an indirect process : instead of applying it to the conjunction itself, they 
apply it with a contrary sign to the node, the effect upon the relative 
position of the two being the same. 

1 Thus, for instance, the longitude of Mercury’s conjunction at the 
given time is (see p. 214) 4* 16° 57'; from this subtract 2° 2', the equa- 
tion of the apsis found by the third process, and its equated longitude 
is 4* 14° 55': now deducting the longitude of the node at the same 
time, which is 20° 41', we ascertain the planet’s distance from the node 
tq fife 3 s 24° 14'. Qr, by the- Hindu method, add the same equation to 
the mean position of the node, and its equated longitude is 22° 43'; 
subtract this from the mean longitude of the conjunction, and the dis- 
8* before, 3» 24° 14'. 
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The planet’s distance, from the node being determined, its latitude 
would be found 1 Sy-a process similar to that prescribed in verse 28 of 
tins chapter! if T i|!<s earth were at the centre of motion; and that rule is 
accordingly applied in the case of the moon; the proportion being, as 
titilius is tothe sine'of the distance from the node, so is the sine of ex- 
treme latitude ’(or the latitude itself, the difference between the sine and 
the arc being of little account when the arc is so small) to the latitude 
at the given point. In the case of the otlier planets, however, this pro- 
portion is modified by combination with another, namely : as the last 
'mriable hypofhennse (cala karna), which is the line drawn from the 
eartb to the fijidly determined place of the planet, or its true distance, 
art fir radius, its mean distance, so is its apparent latitude at the mean 
distance £o its apparent latitude at its true distance. That is, with 
i ■ : R : sin nod. dist. : : extreme lat. : actual lat. at dist. R 

combining, • var. hyp : R : : lat at dist. R : lat. at true dist. 

We'have ' ' " var. hyp : sin nod. dist. r : extreme lat. : actual lat. at true dist. 
which, turned into an equation, is the Tule in the latter half of v. 57. . 
i . The latitude, ns thus found, is measured, of course, upon a secondary 
tothe ecliptic. By- the rule in verse 58, however, it is treated as if 
measured upon a circle of declination, and is, without' modification, 
added to orsabtractedfrom the' declination, according, as the direction 
4>f ihe two is die same or different. The commentary takes note of this 
iein>r r but explains it, as in other similar cases, as Using, “-for fear of 
■ men txouble, and on account of the very slight, inaccuracy, pver- 
J Jjj, the blessed Sun, moved with compassion!”; & 

»C present iti the -annexed table tiierfesuks of the processes for eaicu- 
r latitude, the declination, and the true declination as affected 
X of all {tie planets, sit the_time for which their longitude has 
e'en found. The declination is calculated by the rule in verse 
28 of this chapter, the precession at the given time being, as found 
hftder verses 9—12 of the next chapter, 20° 24' 39". Upon the line for 
the autt in the table are given the results of the process for calcnlating 
hif-declinatkln, the equinox itself being accounted as a “node” : it is, in 
^UtiJStyleth in modern Hindu astronomy, krantipata, “node of declina- 
tion,” although that term does not occur in this treatise. 


ftesultsof the Process for finding the Latitude and Declination of the 
Osh .. Planets. 
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as obtained by modem science. The comparison is made in the annexed 
table. As the longitudes given by the Surya-Siddhanta contain a Con- 
stant error of 2° 20', owing to the incorrect rate of precession adopted, 
by the treatise, and the false position thence assigned to the equinox, we 
give, under the head of longitude, the distance of each planet both from 
the Hindu equinox, and from the time vernal equinox of Jan. 1, 1860. 
The Hindu daily motions are reduced from longitude to right ascension 
by the rule given in the next following verse (v. 59). The modern data 
are taken from the American Nautical Almanac. 


True Places and Motions of the Planets, Jan. 1st, 1860, midnight, at 
Washington , according to the Surya-SiddhAnta and to Modem Science. 
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The proper subject of the second chapter, the determination of the 
true places of the planets, being thus brought to a close, we should ex- 
pect to see the chapter concluded here, and the other matters which it 
contains put off to that which follows, in which they would seem more 
properly to belong. The treatise, however, is nowhere distinguished for 
its orderly and consistent arrangement. 

69. Multiply the daily motion of a planet by the time of 
rising of the sign in which it is, and divide by eighteen hun- 
dred ; the quotient add to, or subtract from, the number of respi- 
rations in a revolution : the result is the number of respirations 
in the day and night of that planet. 

In the first half of this verse is taught the method of finding the in- 
crement or decrement of right ascension corresponding to the increment 
or decrement of longitude made by any planet during one day. For the 
“time of rising” ( udayajrran&s, or, more commonly, udaydtavas, liter- 
ally “respirations of rising”) of the different signs, or the time in respi- 
rations (see i. 11), occupied by the successive signs of the ecliptic in 
passing the meridian — or, at the equator, in rising above the horizon — 
see verses 42-44 of the next chapter. The statement upon which the 
rule is founded is as follows: if the given sign, containing 1800 / of arc 
(each minute of are corresponding, as remarked above, under i. 11-12, 
to a respiration of sidereal time), occupies the stated number of respira- 
ticmsin passing the meridian, what number of respirations will be occu- 
pied by. the arc traversed by the planet on a given day ? The result 
gives tha amount by which the day of each planet, reckoned in the 






232 


M. Burgess, etc.. 


[ii.59^ 


manner of this Siddhhnta, or from transit to transit actos? Km inferior 
meridian, differs from a sidereal day : the difference, is additive when the 
motion of the planet is direct ; subtractive, when this is retrograde. 

Thus, to find the length of the sun’s day, or the interval between twd 
successive apparent transits, at the time for which his true longitude and 
rate of motion have already been ascertained. The sun’s longitude, aS 
corrected by the precession, is 9 s 8 ° 40' ; he is accordingly in the tenth 
sign, of which the time of rising ( udayasavas ), of the equivalent in right 
ascension, is 1935 p . His rate of daily motion in longitude is 61* 26". 
Hence the proportion 

1800 ' : 1935 P : : 61 ' 26 " : 66P.04 

shows that his day differs from the true sidereal day by 11 * 0>.04. As 
his motion is direct, the difference is additive : the length of the appar- 
ent day is therefore 60“ 11* 0P.04, which is equivalent to 24 h 0™ 2 7 *.5, 
mein solar time. According to the Nautical Almanac, it is 24 fc 0 m 28*.6. 
By a similar process, the length of Jupiter’s day at the same time is 
fdtmd to be 69“ 58* 4>, 6t 23“ 55“> 30*.8 ; by the' Nautical Almanac, it 
ii23“ 55“ 30*. 

60. Calculate the. sine and versed sine of declination : then 
radios, diminished by the vefsed-sine,' is the day-radius : it id 
either south or nofth. 

The quantities made use and the processes prescribed, ha tbi4 mi 
Kte following verses, may he explained And ltlditrftted by fitesta Of the 
annexed figure {Fig. 8 ). , 

Eet the circle ZSZ'N fepresenf the meridian of a gives place, C 

pjJ o being the centre, the 

■ ■ - ¥•-'•-! r. ■ 1 placeof the observer; 

» N the section ef the 
plane of his horizon — 
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N the fidtth point-^Z 
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the nadir, P and P' 
the north apd south 
poles, and E and E' 
the points on the me- 
ridian cut by. . the 
equator. Let ED be 
the declination of a 
planet atagiven time : 
then I) D' will be the 
diameter of the circle 
of diurnal revolution 
described^ . by t the 
planet, ,4nd B D jthe 
radins qf that circlp; 

S' veree ^O m call&f tie “lay-radiui” BrawD F ^^M^ular to^C: 
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then it is evident that B D is equal to E C diminished by E F, ■which is 
the versed sine of E D, the declination. 

For “ radius” we have hitherto had only the term trijyA (or its equiv- 
alents, trijivA, tribkajivA, tribhajyA , tribhamAuruika), literally “the sine 
of three signs,” that is, of 90°. That term, however, is applicable only 
to the radius of a great circle, or to tabular radius. In this verse, 
accordingly, we have for “day-radius” the word dinavyasadala, “half- 
diameter of the day and other expressions synonymous with this are 
found used instead of it in other passages. A more frequent name for 
the same quantity in modern Hindu astronomy is dyujyA, “ day-sine 
this, although employed by the commentary, is not found anywhere in 
our text. 

It is a matter for surprise that we do not find the day-radius declared 
equal simply to the cosine ( kotijyA ) of declination. 

In illustration of the rule, it will be sufficient to find the radius of the 
diurnal circle described by the sun at the time for which his place has 
been determined. His declination, E d (Fig. 8) was found to be 23° 41' : 
of this the versed sine, EF, is, by the table given above (ii. 22-27), 
290': the difference between this and radius, EC, or 3438', is 3148', 
which is the value of CF or id, the day -radius. The declination in 
this, case being south, the day -radius is also south of the equator. 


61. Multiply the sine of declination by the equinoctial shadow, 
and Tesult is the ; earth -‘inr (tehitifyd ) ; 

this, rtitdlifffidd byfrs&fios rmd divided by the dav-radius, gi\«£ 
the sine of the ascensional difference ( earn ): -the number of 


respiradoh^ tKi£ lo.tlic ascensional difference 

62.'’ Is shown by the corresponding are. Add these to, and 
subtract them from, the fourth part of the corresponding day 
and night, and the sarn and remainder are, when dadmation is 
north, the half-day and half-night', - ' - 
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here by a triangle of which a gnomon of twelve digits is the perpen- 
dicular, and its equinoctial shadow, cast when the sun is in the equator 
and on the meridian (see the next chapter, verse 7, etc.), is the base. 
Hence the proportion EH:HC::BC:ABis equivalent — since B C 
equals D F, the sine of declination — to gnom. : eq. shad. : : sin decl. : 
earth-sine. But the arc of which A B is sine is the same part of the 
circle of diurnal revolution as the ascensional difference is of the equa- 
tor ; hence the reduction of A B to the dimensions of a great circle, by 
the proportion BD:AB::CE:CG, gives the value of C G, the sine 
of the ascensional difference. The corresponding arc is the measure in 
time of the amount by which the part of the diurnal circle intercepted 
between the meridian and the horizon differs from a quadrant, or by 
which the time between sun-rise or sun-set and noon or midnight differs 
from a quarter of the day. 

In illustration of the process, we will calculate the respective length 
of the sun’s day and night at Washington at the time for which our 
previous calculations have been made. 

The latitude of Washington being 38° 54', the length of the equi- 
noctial shadow cast there by a gnomon twelve digits long is found, by 
the rule given below (iii. 17), to be 9 d .68. The sine, d F or ftC, of the 
sun’s declination at the given time, 23° 41' S, is 1380'. Hence the 
proportion 

12 : 9.68 :: i38o : m3 

gives us the value of the earth-sine, oft, as 1113'. This is reduced to 
the dimensions of a great circle by the proportion 
3i48 : 3438 :: m3: 1216 

The value of C <7, the sine of ascensional difference, is therefore 1216' : 
the corresponding arc is 20° 44', or 1244', which, as a minute of arc 
equals a respiration of time, is equivalent to 3 n 27 v 2 p. The total 
length of the day was found above (under v. 59) to be 60" 11 T ; in- 
crease and diminish the quarter of this by the ascensional difference, 
and double the sum and remainder, and the length of the night is found 
to be 37“ 0 V IP, and that of the day 23 n 10 v 5P, which are equivalent 
respectively to 1 4 h 45 m 38 s .6 and 9 h 14 m 48 s .9, mean solar time. 

Of course, the respective parts of a sidereal day during whicl^aeh 
of the lunar mansions, as represented by its principal star, will flWain 
above and below the horizon of a given latitude, may be found in the 
same manner, if the declination of the star is known ; and this is stated 
in the chapter (ch. viii) which treats of the asterisms. 

Why A B is called kshitijyd is not easy to see. One is tempted 
to understand the term as meaning rather “sine of situation” than 
“earth-sine,” the original signification of kshiti being “abode, resi- 
dence”: it might then indicate a sine which, for a given declination, 
varies with the situation of the observer. But that kshiti in this com- 
pound is to be taken in its other acceptation, of “ earth,” is at least 
strongly indicated by the other and more usual name of the sine in 
question, knjya, which is used by the commentary, although not in the 
text, and which can only mean “ earth-sine.” The word °tara, used to 
denote the ascensional difference, means simply “ variable ” ; we have 
elsewhere earakhanda, caradala, “ variable portion” ; that is to say, the 
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constantly varying amount by which the apparent day and night differ 
from the equatorial day and night of one half the whole day each. The 
gnomon, the equinoctial shadow, etc., are treated of in the next chapter. 

64. The portion ( bhoga ) of an asterism ( bha ) is eight hundred 
minutes; of a lunar day ( tithi ), in like manner, seven hundred 
and twenty. If the longitude of a planet, in minutes, be divided 
by the portion of an asterism, the result is its position in aster- 
isms : by means of the daily motion are found the days, etc. 

The ecliptic is divided (see ch. viii) into 27 lunar mansions or aster- 
isms, of equal amount; hence the portion of the ecliptic occupied by 
each asterism is 13° 20', or 800'. In order to find, accordingly, in 
which asterism, at a given time, the moon or any other of the planets 
is, we have only to reduce its longitude, not corrected by the precession, 
to minutes, and divide by 800 : the quotient is the number of asterisms 
traversed, and the remainder the part traversed of the asterism in which 
the planet is. The last clause of the verse is very elliptical and obscure ; 
according to the commentary, it is to be understood thus : divide by the 
planet’s true daily motion the part past and the part to come of the 
current asterism, and the quotients are the days and fractions of a day 
which the planet has passed, and is to pass, in that asterism. This in- 
terpretation is supported by the analogy of the following verses, and is 
doubtless correct. 

The true longitude of the moon was found above (under v. 39) to be 
11 s 17° 39', or 20,859'. Dividing by 800, we find that, at the given 
time, the moon is in the 27th, or last, asterism, named Revati, of which 
it has traversed 59', and has 741' still to pass over. Its daily motion 
being 737', it has spent 28 v 4P, and has yet to continue l d 0 n 19 v 3P, in 
the asterism. 

The latter part of this process proceeds upon the assumption that the 
planet’s rate of motion remains the same during its whole continuance 
in the asterism. A similar assumption, it will be noticed, is made in all 
the processes from verse 59 onward ; its inaccuracy is greatest, of course, 
where the moon’s motion is concerned. 

Respecting the lunar day (tithi) see below, under verse 66. 

65. From the number of minutes in the sum of the longitudes 
of the sun and moon are found the yogas, by dividing that sum 
by the portion (bhoga) of an asterism. Multiply the minutes 
past and to come of the current yoga by sixty, and divide by 
the sum of the daily motions of the two planets : the result is 
the time in uadis. 

What the yoga is, is evident from this rule for finding it ; it is the 
period, of variable length, during which the joint motion in longitude of 
the sun and moon amounts to 13° 20', the portion of a lunar mansion. 
According to Colebrooke (As. Res., ix. 365 ; Essays, ii. 362, 363), the 
use of the yogas is chiefly astrological ; the occurrence of certain mova- 
ble festivals is, however, also regulated by them, and they arc so fre- 
quently employed that every Hindu almanac contains a column speci- 
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fying the yoga for each day, with the time of its termination. The 
names of the twenty -seven yogas are as follows : 


i. Vishkambha. 

10. Ganda. 

19. Parigha. 

a. PritL 

11. Vrddhi. 

20. Qiva. 

3 . Ayushmant 

12. Dhruva. 

a 1. Siddha. 

4 . SSubhagya. 

1 3 . Yyaghata. 

22. Sadhya. 

5 . Qobhana. 

i 4 . Harshanc. 

23 . Qubha. 

6. Atigwjda. 

1 5 . Vajra. fa 

24. Qukla. 

7. Suknrman. 

16. Siddhi. 

25 . Brahman. 

8. Dhrti. 

17. Vyatip&ta. 

26. Indra. 

9. Quia. 

18. V ariyas. 

27. Vaidhrti. 


There is also in use in India (see Colebrooke, as above) another 
system of yogas, twenty-eight in number, having for the most part 
different names from these, and governed by other rules in their succes- 
sion. Of this system the Shrya-Siddh&nta presents no trace. 

We will find the time in yogas corresponding to that for which the 
previous calculations have been made. 

The longitude of the moon at that time is 11 s 17° 39', that of the 
sun is 8* 18° 15'; their sum is 8* 5° 54', or 14,754'. Dividing by 800, 
we find that eighteen yogas of the series are past, and that the current 
one is the nineteenth, Parigha, of which 354' are past, and 446' to 
come. To ascertain the time at which the current yoga began and that 
at which it is to end, we divide these parts respectively by 798'^, the 
sum of the daily motions of the sun and moon at the given time, and 
multiply by 60 to reduce the results to nadis : and we find that Parigha 
begin 26“ 36 T before, and will end 33“ 30 v 4P after the given time. 

The name yoga , by which this astrological period is called, is applied 
to it, apparently, as designating the period during which the “sum” 
(yoga) of the increments in longitude of the sun and moon amounts to a 
given quantity. It seems an entirely arbitrary device of the astrologers, 

. being neither a natural period nor a subdivision of one, not being of 
any use that we can discover in determining the relative position, or 
aspect, of the two planets with which it deals, nor having any assignable 
relation to the asterisms, with which it is attempted to be brought into 
connection. Were there thirty yogas, instead of twenty-seven, the 
period would seem an artificial counterpart to the lunar day, which is 
the subject of the next verse ; being derived from the sum, as the other 
from the difference, of the longitudes of the sun and moon. 

66. From the number of minutes in the longitude of the moon 
diminished by that of the sun are found the lunar days (tithi), 
by dividing the difference by the portion ( bhoga ) of a lunar day! 
Multiply the minutes past and to come of the current lunar day 
by sixty, and divide by the difference of the daily motions of 
the two planets : the result is the time in nadis. 

The tithi, or lunar day, is (see i. 13) one thirtieth of a lunar month, 
or of the time during which the moon gains in longitude upon the sun 
a whole revolution, or 360° : it is, therefore, the period during which 
the difference of the increment of longitude of the two planets amounts 
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to 12°, or 720', which arc, as stated in verse 64, is its portion ( bhoga ). 
To find the current lunar day, we divide by this amount the whole ex- 
cess of the longitude of the moon over that of the sun at the given 
time ; and to find the part past and to come of the current day, we con- 
vert longitude into time in a manner analogous to that employed in the 
case of the yoga. 

Tlius, to find the date in lunar time of the midnight preceding the 
first of January, 1860, we first deduct the longitude of the sun from that 
of the moon; the remainder is 2 s 29° 24', or 5364': dividing by 720, 
it appears that the current lunar day is the eighth, and that 324' of its 
portion are traversed, leaving 396' to be traversed. Multiplying these 
numbers respectively by 60, and dividing by 675' 38", the difference of 
the daily motions at the time, w% find that 28 n 46 T 2P have passed since 
the beginning of the lunar day, and that it still has 35 n 10 v 8P to run. 

The lunar days have, for the most part, no distinctive names, but 
those of each half month ( palcsha — see above, under i. 48-51) are 
called first, second, third, fourth, etc., up to fourteenth. The last, or 
fifteenth, of each half has, however, a special appellation : that which 
concludes the first, the light half, ending at the moment of opposition, 
is called paurnamasi, purnima, purnarna, “ day of full moon that 
closes the month, and ends with the conjunction of the two 
pflncts, is styled am&v&syd, “ the day of dwelling together.” 

Each lunar day is farther divided into two halves, called karaiia, as 
appears from the next following passage. 

67. The fixed ( dhruva ) Jcaranas, namely gaJcuni, waga, catush- 
pada the third, and kinstughna, are counted from the latter half 
of the fourteenth day of the dark half-month. 

68. After these, the karanas called movable (cam), namely 
bava, etc., seven of them: each of these karanas occurs eight 
times in a month. 

69. Half the portion (bhoga) of a lunar day is established as 
that of the karanas .... 

Of the eleven karanas, four occur only once in the lunar month, 
while the other seven are repeated each of them eight times to fill out 
the remainder of the month. Their names, and the numbers of the 
half lunar days to which each is applied, are presented below : 


x. 

a. Bava. 

3. Balavs. 
4- K&ulava. 
5. Taitila. 


6 . Gara. 

7 . Banij. 

8. Vishti. 

9. falcon i. 

10 . NSga. 

it. Catushpada. 


1 at 

and, 9th, 16th, a3rd, 3oth, 37th, 44th, 5igt. 
3rd, 10th, 17th, a4th, 3 ist, 38th, 45th, 52nd. 
4th, nth, 18th, 25th, 3 and, 39th, 46th, 53rd. 
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, 33rd, 4oth, 47th, 54th. 
6th, x3th, aotb, 27th, 34th, 4ist, 48th, 55th. 
7th, 14th, aist, 28th, 35th, 4md, 49th, 56th. 
8th, x5th, 22nd, 29th, 36th, 43rd, 5oth, 57th. 
58th. 

59th. 

60th. 
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Most of these names are very obscure : the last three mean “hawk,” 
“ serpent,” and “ qnadruped.” Karana itself is, by derivation, “ factor, 
cause in what sense it is applied to denote these divisions of the 
moDth, we do not know. Nor have we found anywhere an explanation 
of the value and use of the karanas in Hindu astronomy or astrology. 

The time which we have had in view in our other calculations being, 
as is shown under the preceding passage, in the first half of the eighth 
lunar day, is, of course, in the fifteenth karana, which is named Vishti. 

The remaining half-verse is simply a winding-up of the chapter. 

69 Thus has been declared the corrected ( sphuta ) mo- 

tion of the sun and the other planets. 

The following chapter is styled the “chapter of the three inquiries” 
( triprapi&dhilc&ra ). According to the commentary, this means that it 
is intended by the teacher as a reply to his pupil’s inquiries respecting 
the three subjects of direction (dip), place (depa), and time (k&la). 


CHAPTER III. 

OF DIRECTION, PLACE, AND TIME. 

Coktskts: — 1-6, construction of the dial, and description of its parts; 7, the 
measure of amplitude ; 8, of the gnomon, hypothenuse, and shadow, any two 
being given, to find the third; 9-18, precession of the equinoxes; 18-13, the 
equinoctial shadow; 13-14, to find, from the equinoctial shadow, the latitude and 
oo-Iatitude; 14-17, the sun’s decimation being known, to find, from a given 
shadow at noon, his zenith-distance, the latitude, and its sine and cosine ; 17, lati- 
tude being given, to find the equinoctial shadow ; 17-20, to find, from the lati- 
tude and the sun’s zenith-distance at noon, his declination and his true and mean 
longitude; 20-22, latitude and declination being given, to find the noon-shadow 
and hypothenuse ; 22-23, from the sun’s declination and the equinoctial shadow, 
to find the measure of amplitude ; 23-25, to find, from the equinoctial shadow 
and the measure of amplitude at any given time, the base of the shadow ; 25-27, 
to find the hypothenuse of the shadow when the sun is upon the prime vertical ; 
27-28, the sun’s declination and the latitude being given, to find the sine and the 
measure of amplitude ; 28-33, to find the sines of the altitude and zenith-distance 
of the sun, when upon the south-east and south-west vertical circles ; 33-34, to 
find the corresponding shadow and hypothenuse ; 34-36, the sun’s ascensional dif- 
ference and the hour-angle being given, to find the sines of his altitude and zenith- 
distance, and the corresponding shadow and hypothenuse ; 37-39, to find, by a 
contrary process, from the shadow of a given time, the sun’s altitude and zenith- 
distance, and the hour-angle ; 40-41, the latitude and the sun’s amplitude being 
known, to find his declination and true longitude ; 41-42, to draw the path de- 
scribed by the extremity of the shadow ; 42-45, to find the arcs of right and 
oblique ascension corresponding to the several signs of the ecliptic; 46-48, the 
sun’s longitude and the time being known, to find the point of the ecliptic which 
is upon the horizon ; 49, the sun’s longitude and the hour-angle being known, to 
find the point of the ecliptic which is upon the meridian ; 60-51, determination 
of time by means of these data. 
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1. On af stony surface, made water-level, or upon hard plaster, 
made level, there draw an even circle, of a radius equal to any 
required number of the digits ( angula ) of the gnomon ( ganku ). 

2. At its centre set up the gnomon, of twelve digits of the 
measure fixed upon ; and where the extremity of its shadow 
touches the circle in the former and after parts of the day, 

3. There fixing two points upon the circle, and calling them 
the forenoon and afternoon points, draw midway between them, 
by means of a fish-figure (timr), a north and south line. 

4. Midway between the north and south directions draw, by 
a fish-figure, an east and west line : and in like manner also, by 
fish-figures ( matsya ) between the four cardinal directions, draw 
the intermediate directions. 

5. Draw a circumscribing square, by means of the lines going 
out from the centre ; by the digits of its base-line ( bhujasutra ) 
projected upon that is any given shadow reckoned. 

In this passage is described the method of construction of the Hindu 
dial, if that can properly be called a dial which is without hour-lines, 
and does not give the time by simple inspection. It is, as will be at 
once remarked, a horizontal dial of the simplest character, with a verti- 
cal gnomon. This gnomon, whatever may be the length chosen for it, 
is regarded as divided into twelve equal parts called digits ( angula, 
'•‘finger”). The ordinary digit is one twelfth of a span ( vitasti ), or one 
twenty-fourth of a cubit ( hasta ) : if made according to this measure, 
then, the gnomon would be about nine inches long. Doubtless the first 
gnomons were of such a length’ and the rules of the gnomonic science 
were constructed accordingly, “ twelve” and “ the gnomon ” being used, 
as they are used everywhere in this treatise, as convertible terms : thus 
twelve digits became the unvarying conventional length of the staff, and 
all measurements of the shadow and its hypothennse were made to cor- 
respond. How the digit was subdivided, we have nowhere any hint. 
In determining the directions, the same method was employed which is 
still in use ; namely, that of marking the points at which the extremity 
of the shadow, before and after noon, crosses a circle described about 
the base of the gnomon ; these points being, if we suppose the sun’s 
declination to have remained the same during the interval, at an equal 
distance upon either side from the meridian line. In order to bisect the 
line joining these points by another at right angles to it, which will be 
the meridian, the Hindus draw the figure which is called here the “ fish ” 
(matnya or tirai) ; that is to say, from the two extremities of the line in 
question as centres, and with a radius equal to the line itself, arcs of 
circles are described, cutting one another in two points. The lenticular 
figure formed by the two arcs is the “ fish through the points of 
intersection, which are called (in the commentary) the “ mouth” and 
“ tail,” a line is drawn, which is the one required. The meridian being 
thus determined, the east and west line, and those for the intermediate 
points of directions, are laid down from it, by a repetition of the same 
process. A square ( caturasra, “having four corners”) is then farther 
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described about the genei-al centre, or about a circle drawn, about that 
Centre, the eastern and western sides of which are divided into digits; 
its nse is, to aid in ascertaining the “ base ” (bhvja) of any given shadow, 
which is tie value of the latter when projected upon a north and south 
line (see below, vv. 23-25) ; the square is drawn, as explained by the 
commentary, in order to insure the correctness of the projection, by a 
ime strictly parallel to the east and west line. 

♦ The figure {Fig. 9) given below, under verse 7, will illustrate the form 
%f the Hindu dial, as described in this passage. 

n. The term used for “gnomon” is fanJeu, which means simply “staff.” 
'For the shadow, we have the common word ck&y&, “shadow,” and also, 
tit many plaees, prabhd and bka, which properly signify the very oppo- 
site of shadow, namely flight, radiance r it is difficult to see how they 
Should eome to be used in this sense ; so far as we are aware, they are 
^applied to no other shadow than that of the gnomon. 

■ 6. The east and west line is called the prime vertical ( sama - 
lala) * it is likewise denominated the east and west hoar 
(umnandala) and the equinoctial circle (vishuvanmandala). 

' - 1 The line drawn east and west through the base of the gnomon may 
be iregarded as the tine of common intersection at that point of three 
great circles, as being a diameter to each of the three, and as thus enti- 
, to re present them all. These circles are the ones which in the last 
’Sg^TPig: 3, p. m)' are shown projected in their diameters 2 P P', 
wdJPP *; -the centre G, in .which the diameters intersect, is itself the 
^ii&thmofjhe line in question here. ZZ r represents the prime verti- 
^^<iy|lieh is %yled mmanurndaia, literally “ even circle PP' is the 
effde, or circle of declination, which passes through the cast and 
peSl/. Joints of the observer’s horizon ; it is called vnmandala, “ up-cir- 
^'r^thlit; is to say, the circle which in the oblique sphere is elevated; 
j&jjjfamlty, the equator, has the name of vukvvanmandala , or vishuvud- 
of die equinoxes;” -the equinoctial points themselves 
jKfjfinoimMfysd viihuvai, or (Mrm; which may be rendered “point 
separiubpp,” The same line at the dial might be regarded as 
tentative tit l&e manner off a fourth circle, that of the horizon 
iiiy mjectej, in the figure, in hence the commentary adds 
t® |ne other three ; it is omitted in die text, perliaps, because it is 
Represented by the whole circle drawn about the base of the gnomon, 
an,d not by this diameter alone. 

The specifications of this verse, especially of the latter half of it, are 
of little practical importance in the treatise, for there hardly arises a 
case, in any of its calculations, in which the east and west axis of the 
dial comes to be taken as standing for these circles, or any one of them. 
In drawing the base ( bhuja ) of the shadow, indeed, it does represent the 

S ne of the prime vertical (see below, under vv. 23-25) ; but this is 
distinctly stated, and the name of the prime vertical ( samamandala ) 
’occurs m only one other passage (below, v. 26) : the east and west’hour- 
Circle (unmandala) is nowhere referred to again : and the equator, as 
wffl ‘be seen under the next verse, is properly represented on the dial, 
not by its east and west axis, but by the fine of the equinoctial shadow. 
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7. Draw likewise an east and west line through the extremity 
of the equinoctial shadow ( vishuvadbhd ) ; the interval between 
any given shadow and the line of the equinoctial shadow is de- 
nominated the measure of amplitude ( agr & ). 

" §■- 

The equinoctial shadow is defined in a subsequent passage (vv. 12, 
13); it is, as we have already had occasion to notice (under ii. 61-63), 
the shadow cast at mid-day when the sun is at either equinox — that is 
to say, when he is in the plane of the equator. Now as the equator is 
a circle of diurnal revolution, the line of intersection of its plane with 
mat of the horizon will be an east and west line ; and since it is also a 
great circle, that line will pass through the centre, the place of the ob- 
server : if therefore, we draw through the extremity of the equinoctial 
shadow a line parallel to the east and west axis of the dial, it will repre- 
sent the intersection with the dial of an equinoctial plane passing 
through the tc^jpof the gnomon, and in it will terminate the lines drawn 
through that point from any point in the plane of the equator ; and 
hence, it will also coincide with the path of the extremity of the shadow 
on the day of the equinox. Thus, let the following figure (Fig. 9) rep- 
resent the plane of the dial, N S and E W being its two axes, and b the 
base of the gnomon : and let the shadow cast at noon when the sun is 
upon the equator be, 

in a given latitude, ». 

be: then be is the , ( 

equinoctial shadow, 
and Q Q r , drawn 
through e and paral- 
lel to EW, is the 
path of the equinoc- 
tial shadow, being 
the line in which a 
ray of the sun, from 
any point in the plane 
of the equator, pass- 
ing through the top 
of the gnomon, will 
meet the face of the 
dial. In the figure 
as given, the circle 

is supposed to be described about the base of the gnomon with a radius 
of forty digits, and the graduation of the eastern and western sides of 
the circumscribing square, used in measuring the base ( bkvja ) of the 
shadow, is indicated : the length given to the equinoctial shadow corre- 
sponds to that which it has in the latitude of Washington. 

It is not, however, on account of the coincidence of Q O' with the 
path of the' equinoctial shadow that it is directed to be permanently 
drawn upon the dial-face : its nse is to determine for any given shadow 
its agra, or measure of amplitude. Thus, let bd, bd‘, bt, bl, bm, be 
shadows cast by the gnomon, under various conditions of time and dec- 
lination : then the distance from the extremity of each of them to the 
vox. vi. 31 
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line of the eqmnoctial shadow, or de, d'e, led. Id', md" respectively, is 
denominated the agrdi of that shadow or of that time. 

The term agr& we have translated u measure of amplitude,” because 
it does in fact represent the sine of the sun’s amplitude — understanding 
by “amplitude” the distance of the sun at rising or setting from 'the 
east or west point of the horizon — varying with the hypothenuse of the 
shadow, and always maintaining to that hypothenuse the fixed ratio of 
the sine of amplitude to radius. That this is so, is assumed by the text 
in its treatment of the agr&, but is nowhere distinctly stated, nor is the 
commentator at the pains of demonstrating the principle. Since, how- 
ever, it is not an immediately obvious one, we will take the liberty of 
giving the proof of it. 

In the annexed figure (Fig. 10) let C represent the top of the gnomon, 
and let K be any given position of the sun in the heavens. From K 
draw KB' at right angles to the plane of the prime vertical, meeting that 


■t 


afeHM in TV, and let the point of its intersection with the plane of the 
ijfMtor he in loin KC, &C, and B'C. Then K C is radius, and 
** 18 equal to the sine of the sun’s amplitude : for if in the sun’s 
duly revolution, the point K is brought to the horizon, E' B' will disap- 
E'C will become a right angle, KCE' will be the amplitude, 
md w K it# sine ; but, with -a given declination, the value of E' K re- 
sawn* always the came, since it » a line drawn in a constant direction 
between two parallel planes, that of the circle of declination and that of 
the eqnator. Now conceive the three lines intersecting in C to be pro- 
duced until they meet the plane of the dial in b\ d, and k respectively; 
these three points will be in the same straight line, being in the line of 
intersection with the horizon of the plane K B'C produced, and this 
Ime, b’ k, will be at right angles to B' b', since it is the line of intersec- 
tion of two planes, each of which is at right angles to the plane of the 
prime vertical, in which B' b< lies. K B' and * b' are therefore parallel, 
and the triangles C E' K and C d k are similar, and e'i:Ci::E'K:CK. 
But C k is the hypothenuse of the shadow at the given time, and d k is 
&e <* gra, or measure of amplitude, since d, by what was said above, is 
in the line of the equinoctial shadow ; therefore meas. ampl. : hyp. 
shad. : : sin ampl. : R. Hence, if the declination and the latitude, which 
together determine the sine of amplitude, be given, the measure of 
amplitude will vary with the hypothenuse of the shadow, and the 
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measure of amplitudPof any given shadow will be to that of any other, 
as the hypothenuse of the former to that of the latter. 

The lettering of the above figure is made to correspond, as nearly as 
may be, with that of the one preceding, and also with that of the one 
given later, under verses 13 and 14, in either of which the relations of 
9ie problem may be farther examined, -m 

There are other methods of proving tire constancy of the ratio borne 
by the measure of amplitude to the hypothenuse of the shadow, but we 
have chosen to give the one which seemed to us most likely to be that 
by which the Hindus themselves deduced it. Our demonstration is in 
one respect only liable to objection as representing a Hindu process — 
it is founded, namely, upon the comparison of oblique-angled triangles, 
which elsewhere in this treatise are hardly employed at alL Still, 
although the Hindus had no methods of solving problems excepting 
in right-angled trigonometry, i| is hardly to be supposed that they re- 
frained from deriving proportfllis from the similarity of oblique-angled 
triangles. The principle in question admits of being proved by means 
of right-angled triangles alone, hut these would be situated in different 
planes. * 

Why the line on the dial which thus measures the sun’s amplitude is 
called the agr&, we have been unable thus far to discover. The word, 
a feminine adjective (belonging, probably, to rekhA, “line,” understood), 
literally means “ extreme, first, cnie£” Possibly it may be in some way 
connected with the use of oatyA, "final, lowest,” to designate the line 
Ey °f EG (Fig. 8, p. 232) ; see below, under ,t. 35. The sine of ampli- 
tude itself aCTor AC (Kg. 8), is called below (w. 27-30) agrojy d. 

8. The square .root of the sum of ’ the squares of Hie gnomon 
and shadow is the hypothenuse : if from the square of the latter 
the square of the gnomon be subtracted, the square root of the 
remainder is the shadow : the gnomon is found by the converse 
process. 


This is simply an application of the familiar rule, that in a right- 
angled triangle the square of the hypothenuse is equal to the sum of 
the squares of the other two sides, to the triangle produced by the 
gnomon as perpendicular, the shadow as base, and the hypothenuse of 
the shadow, the fine drawn from the top of the gnomon to the extrem- 
ity of the shadow, as hypothenuse. 

The subject next considered is that of the precession of the equinoxes. 

In an Age {yuga ), the circle of the asterisms (bka) fells 
back eastward thirty score of revolutions. Of the result ob- 
tained after multiplying the sum of days ( dyugana ) by this num- 
ber, and dividing by the number of natural days in an Age, 

10. Take the part which determines the sine, multiply it by 
three, and divide by ten ; thus are found the degrees called those 
of the precession ( ayana ). From the longitude of a planet aa 
corrected by these are to be calqjd^ted the dedination, shadow, 
ascensional difference (caradala),,.^. • . > 


244 


[iii. 11- 


& Burgess, etc., 

11. The circle, as thus corrected, aecoiHf with. its observed 
place at the solstice ( ayana ) and at either equinox ; it has moved 
eastward, when the longitude of the sun, as obtained by calcu- 
lation, is less than that derived from the shadow, 

12. By the number of degrees of the difference ; then, turning 

back, it nas moved westward by the amount of difference, when 
the calculated longitude is greater 

' Nothing could well be more awkward and confused than this mode of 
stating jthe important fact of the precession of the equinoxes, of de- 
seribing'its method and rate, and of directing how its amount at any- 
time is to be found. The theory which the passage, in its present form, 
is actually intended to put forth is as follows : the vernal equinox librates 
westward and eastward from the fixed point, near £ Piscium, assumed as 
the commencement of the sidereal sphtjp — the limits of the libratory 
movement being 27° in either directioJWrom that point, and the time 
of a complete revolution of libration being the six-hundredth part of 
the period called the Great Age (see above, under i. 15-17), or 7200 
years; ' so that the annual rate of motion of the equinox is 54". We 
will examine with some care the language in which this theory is con- 
veyed, as important results are believed to be deducible from it. 

The first half of verse 9 professes to teach the fundamental fact of the 
motion in precession. The words bh6.n6.rn cakram, which we have ren- 
dered “circle of the asterisms,” i. e., the fixed zodiac, would admit of 
being translated “ circle of the signs,” i. e., the movable zodiac, as 
reckoned from the actual equinox, since hka is used in this treatise in 
either sense. But our interpretation is shown to be the correct one by 
the directions given in verses 11 and 12, which teach that when the sun’s 
calculated longitude — which is his distance from the initial point of the 
fixed sphei'e — is less than that derived from the shadow by the process 
to be taught below (vv. 17-19) — which is his distance from the equinox 
—•the circle has moved eastward, and the contrary : it is evident, then, 
that the initial point of the sphere is regarded as the movable point, 
and the equinox as the fixed one. Now this is no less strange than in- 
consistent with the usage of the rest of the treatise. Elsewhere £ Pis- 
cinm is treated as the one established limit, from which all motion com- 
menced at the creation, and by reference to which all motion is reckoned, 
while here it is made secondary to a point of which the position among 
the stars is constantly shifting, and which hardly has higher value than 
a node, as which the Hindu astronomy in general treats it (see p. 230). 
The word used to express the motion ( lambate ) is the same with that 
employed in a former passage (i. 25) to describe the eastward motion of 
the planets, and derivatives of which (as lamba, lambana, etc.) are not 
infrequent in the astronomical language ; it means literally to “ lag, hang 
back, fell behind here we have it farther combined with the prefix 
pari, “ about, round about,” which seems plainly to add the idea of a 
complete revolution in the retrograde direction indicated by it, and we 
have translated the line accordingly. This verse, then, contains no hint 
of a libratory movement, but rather the distinct statement of a contin- 
uous eastward revolution. It should be noticed farther, although the 


iii. 12.] SArya-Siddh&nta. 245 

circumstance is one of less significance, that the form in which the 
number of revolutions is stated, trivfatkrlyas , “ thirty twenties,” has no 
parallel in the usage of this Siddh&nta elsewhere. - ; 

We may also mention in this connection that Bhhskara, the great 
Hindu astronomer of the twelfth century, declares in his Siddhinta- 
Qiromani (Gol&dh., vi. 17) that the revolutions of the equinox are given 
by the Shrya-Siddh&nta as thirty in an Age (see Colebrooke, As. Res., 
xii. 209, etc.; Essays, ii. 374, etc., for a full discussion of this passage 
and its bearings) ; thus not only ignoring the theory of libration, but 
giving a very different number of revolutions from that presented by our 
text. As regards this latter point, however, the change of a single letter 
in the modern reading (substituting trinpatkrtvas, “ thirty times,” for 
trinpalfrrtyas, “thirty twenties”) would make it accord with Bh&akara’s 
statement. We shall return again to this subject. 

The number of revolutions, of whatever kind they may be, being 600 
in an Age, the position at any given time of the initial point of the 
sphere with reference to the equinox is found by a proportion, as follows: 
as the number of days in an Age is to the number of revolutions in the 
same period, so is the given “sum of days” (see above, under i. 48-51) 
to the revolutions and parts of a revolution accomplished down to the 
given time. Thus, let us find, in illustration of the process, the amount 
of precession on the first of January, 1860. Since the number of years 
elapsed before the beginning of the present Iron Age ( kali yuya) is di- 
visible by 7200, it is unnecessary to make our calculation from the com- 
mencement of the present order of things : we may take the sum of 
days since the current Age began, which is (see above, under i. 53) 
1,811,945. Hence the proportion 

1,577,917, 8aW : 6oor*T : : i,8u, 945<1 : on>» 248° i ’ B ".<) 

gives us the portion accomplished of the current revolution. Of this 
we are now directed (v. 10) to take the part which determines the sine 
(do*, or bhvja — for the origin and me|ning of the phrase, see above, 
under ii. 29, 30). This direction determines the character of the motion 
as libratory. For a motion of 91°, 92°, 93°, etc., gives, by it, a preces- 
sion of 89°, 88°, 87°, etc. ; so that the movable point virtually returns 
upon its own track, and, after moving 180°, has reverted to its starting- 
place. So its farther motion, from 180° to 270°, gives a precession -in- 
creasing from 0° to 90° in the opposite direction ; and this, again, is 
reduced to 0° by the motion from 270° to 360°. It is as if the second 
and third quadrants were folded over upon the first and fourth, so that 
the movable point can never, in anjjguadrant of its motion, be more 
than 90° distant from the fixed equBRc. ' Thus, in the instance taken, 
the bhuja of 248° 2' 8".9 is its supplement, or 68° 2' 8".9 ; the first 
180° having only brought the movable point back to its original posi- 
tion, its present distance from that position is the excess over 180° 
of the arc obtained as the result of the first process. But this distance 
we are now farther directed to multiply by three and divide by ten : 
this is equivalent to reducing it to the measure of an arc of 27°, instead 
of 90°, as the quadrant of libration, since 3 : 10 : : 27 : 90. This being 
done, we find the actual distance of the initial point of the sphere from 
tile equinox on the first of January, 1860, to be 20° 24' 38".67. 
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The question now arises, in which direction is the precession, thus 
ascertained, to be reckoned ? And here especially is brought to light 
the awkwardness and insufficiency, and even the inconsistency, of the 
process as taught in the text Not only have we no rule given which 
furnishes us the direction, along with the amount, of the processional 
movement, but it would even be a fair and strictly legitimate deduction 
from verse 9, that that movement is taking place at, the present, time in 
ah opposite, direction from the actual one. We have , already remarked 
above that the last complete period of libratory revolution closed with 
the close of the last Brazen Age, and the process of calculation has 
shown that we are now in the third quarter of a new period, and in the 
third quadrant of the current revolution. Therefore, .if the revolution 
is, an eastward one, as taught in the text, only taking place upon a folded 
circle, so as to he made libratory, the present position of the movable 
point, $ Piscium, ought to be to the west of the equinox, instead of to 
the east, as it actually is. It was probably on account of this unfortu- 
nate flaw in the process, that no rule with regard to the direction was 
given, excepting the experimental one contained in verses 11 and 12, 
which, moreover, is not properly supplementary to the preceding rules, 
but rather an independent method of determining, from observation, both 
the direction and the amount of the precession. In verse 12, it may be 
remarked, in the word Avrtya, “turning back,” is found the only distinct 
intimation to be discovered in the passage of the character of the motion 
"as libratory. 

We have already above (under ii. 28) hinted our suspicions that the 
phenomenon of the precession was made no account of in the original 
composition of the Sftrya-Siddh&nta, and that the notice taken of it by 
the treatise as it is at present is an afterthought : we will now proceed 
to expose the grounds of those suspicions. 

' It is, in the first place, upon record (see Colebrooke, As. Res., xii. 215 ; 
Essays, ii. 380, etc.) that some of the earliest Hindu astronomers were 
ignorant ofj or ignoi^d, the periodical motion of the equinoxes ; Brahma- 
gupta himself is mentioned among those whose systems took no account 
of it; it is, then, hot at all impossible that the Sftrya-Siddh&nta, if an 
ancient work, may originally have done the same. Among the positive 
evidences to that effect, we would first direct attention to the significant 
feet that, if the verses at the head of this note were expunged, there 
would not be found, in the whole body of the treatise besides, a single 
hint of the precession. Now it is not a little difficult to suppose that a 
phenomenon of so mnch consequence as this, and which enters as an 
element into so many astronom|jj| processes, should, had it been borne 
distinctly in mind in the framingW tbe treatise, have been hidden away 
thns in a pair of verses, and unacknowledged elsewhere — no hint being 

£ Ven, in connection with any of the processes taught, as to whether 
e correction for precession is to be applied or not, and only the gen- 
eral directions contained in the latter half of verse 10, and ending with 
an “etc.,” being even here presented. It has much more the aspect of 
an after-thought, a correction found necessary at a date subsequent to 
the original composition, and therefore inserted, with orders to “apply 
it wherever it is required." The place where the subject is introduced 
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looks the same way : as haring to do with a revolution, as enteringjBiito 
the calculation of mean longitudes, it should have found a place w^ere 
such matters are treated of, in the first chapter ; and even in the second 
ehapter, in connection with the rule for finding the declination, it would 
have been better introduced than it is here. Again, in the twelfth 
chapter, where the orbits of the heavenly bodies are given, in terms 
dependent upon their times of revolution, such an orbit is assigned to 
the astemms (v, 88) as implies a revolution once in sixty years : it is, 
indeed, very difficult to see what can have been intended by such a revo- 
lution as this; but if the doctrine respecting the revolution of the 
asterisms given in verse 9 of this chapter had been in the mind of the 
author of the twelfth chapter, he would hardly have added another and 
a conflicting statement respecting the same or a kindred phenomenon. 
It appears to us even to admit of question whether the adoption by the 
«\ Hindus of the sidereal year as the unit of time does not imply a failure 
| to recognize the fact that the equinox was variable. We should expect, 

■ any rate, that if, at the outset, the ever-increasing discordance be- 
tween the solar and the sidereal year had been fully taken into account 
by them, they would have more thoroughly established and defined the 
relations of the two, and made the precession a more conspicuous feature 
of their general system than they appear to have done. In the con- 
struction of their cosmical periods they have reckoned by sidereal years 
only, at the same time assuming (as, for instance, above, i. 13, 14) that 
the sidereal year is composed of the two ayanas , “progresses” of the^ 
sun from solstice to solstice. The supposition of an after-correction 
likewise seems to furnish the most satisfactory explanation of the fora 
given to the theory of the precession. The system having been first 
constructed on the assumption of the equality of the tropical and side- 
veal years, when it began later to appear, too plainly to be disregarded, 
that the equinox had changed its place, the question was how to intro- 
duce the new element. Now to assign to the equinox a complete revo- 
lution would derange the whole system, acknowledging a different num- 
ber of solar from sidereal years in the chronological periods ; if, however, 
a libratory motion were assumed, the equilibrium would be maintained, 
since what the solar year lost in one part of the revolution of libration 
it would gain in another, and so the tropical and sidereal years would 
coincide, m number and in limits, in each great period. The circum- 
stance which determined the limit to be assigned to the libration we 
conceive to have been, as suggested by Bentley (Hind. Ash, p. 132), that 
the earliest recorded Hindu year had been made to begin when the sun 
entered the asterism Krttikk, or was 26° 40' west of the point fixed 
upon as the commencement of the sidereal sphere for all time (see 
above, under i. 2f), on which account it was desirable to make the arc 
of libration include the beginning of Kjttikh. 

Besides these considerations, drawn from the general history of the 
Hindu astronomy, and the position of the element of the precession in 
the system of the Sftrya-Siddhhnta, we have still to urge the blind and 
incoherent, as well as nnusual, form of statement of the phenomenon, 
as fully exposed above. There is nothing to compare with it in this 
respect in any other part of the treatise, and we are unwilling to believe 
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th^yn the original composition of the Siddhanta a clearer explanation, 
androne more consistent in its method and language with those of the 
treatise generally, would not have been found for the subject. We even 
discover evidences of more than one revision of the passage. The first 
half of verse 9 so distinctly teaches, if read independently of what follows 
it, a complete revolution of the equinoxes, that, especially when taken in 
connection with Bhaskara’s statement, as cited above, it almost amounts 
to proof that the theory put forth in the Sttrya-Siddhhnta was at one 
time that of a complete revolution. The same conclusion is not a little 
strengthened, farther, by the impossibility of deducing from verse 9, 
through the processes prescribed in the following verses, a true expres- 
sion for the direction of the movement at present : we can see no reason 
why, if tire whole passage came from the same hand, at the same time, 
this difficulty should not have been avoided ; while it is readily explain- 
jable upon the supposition that the libratory theory of verse 10 was 
added as an amendment to the theory of verse 9, while at the same 
time the language of the latter was left as nearly unaltered as possible. 

There seems, accordingly, sufficient ground for suspecting tha t in the 
Shrya-Siddh&nta, as originally constituted, no account was taken of the 
precession; that its recognition is a later interpolation, and was made 
at- first in the form of a theory of complete revolution, being afterward 
aitored to its present shape. Whether the statement of Bhhskara truly 
represents the earlier theory, as displayed in the Sfirya-Siddhhnta of his 
♦time, we must leave an undetermined question. The very slow rate 
assigned by it to the movement of the equinox — only 9" a year — throws 
a doubt upon the matter : but it must be borne in mind that, so far as 
we can see, the actual amount of the precession since about A. D. 570 
(see above, under i. 27) might by that first theory have been distributed 
over the whole duration of the present Age, since B. C. 3102. 

In his own astronomy, Bhaskara teaches the complete revolution 
of the equinoxes, giving the number of revolutions in an ASon (of 
4,320,000,000 years) as 199,669 ; this makes the time of a single revo- 
lution to be 21,635.8073 years, and the yearly rate of precession 
59".9007. It is not to be supposed that he considered himself to have 
determined the rate with such exactness as would give precisely the odd 
number of 199,669 revolutions to the Aion ; the number doubtless 
stands in some relation which we do not at present comprehend to the 
other elements of his astronomical system. Bhhskara’s own commenta- 
tors, however, reject his theory, and hold to that of a libration, which ♦ 
has been and is altogether the prevailing doctrine throughout India, and * 
seems to have made its way thence into toe Arabian, and even into the 
early European astronomy (see Colebrooke, as above). 

BenUey, it may be remarked here, altogether deists (Hind. Ast, p. 

o-Jjifi “ lat - . . rat] ? n of tte equinoxes is taught in the Surya- 
toddhanta, maintaining, with arrogant and unbecoming depreciation of 
those who venture to hold a different opinion, that its theory is that of 
a continuous revolution in an epicycle, of which toe circumference is 
equal to 108 of the zodiac. In truth, however, Bentley’s own theory 
derives no color of support from the text of the Siddhanta, and is besides 
m itself utterly untenable. It is not a little strange that he should not * 
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have perceived that, if the precession were to he erplained by a revolu- 
tion in an epicycle, its rate of increase would not be equable, but as the 
increment of the sine of the arc in the epicycle traversed by the mova- 
ble point, farther varied by the varying distance at which it would be 
seen from the centre in different parts of the revolution; and also that, 
the dimensions of the epicycle being 108°, the amount of precession 
would never come to equal 27°, but would,- when greatest, fall short of 
-18°,- being determined by the radius of the epicycle.' Bentley’s whole 
treatment of the passage shows a thorough misapprehension-of its mean- 
ing and relations : he even commits the blunder of understanding the 
first half of verse 9 to refer to the motion of the -equinox, instead of to 
that of the initial point of the sidereal sphere. - _ 

Among the Greek astronomers, -Hipparchus -is- regarded 1 as the first * 
who discovered the precession of the-. equinoxes; their rate of motion, 
however, seems not to have been confidently determined by him, 
although he pronouhees it to be at any rate not less than 36" yearly. 
For a thorough discussion of the subject of the precession in Greek 
astronomy see Delambre’s History of Ancient Astronomy, ii. 247, etc. 
From the observations reported as the data whence Hipparchus made 
his discovery, Delambre deduces very nearly the true rate of the preces- 
sion. Ptolemy, however, was so unfortunate as to adopt for the true 
rate Hipparchus’s minimum, of 36" a year : the subject is treated of by 
him in the seventh book of the Syntaxis. The actual motion of the 
equinox at the present time is 50".25 ; its rate is slowly on the increase, 
having been, at the epoch of the Greek astronomy, somewhat less than 
56". How the Hindus succeeded in arriving at a determination of it so 
much more accurate than was made by the great Greek astronomer, or 
whether it was anything more than a lucky hit on their part, we will 
not attempt here to discuss. 

The term by which the precession is designated in this passage is 
ayan&nya, u degrees of the ay ana.” The latter word is employed in 
different senses : by derivation, it means simply “ going, progress,” and 
it seems to have been first introduced into the astronomical language to 
designate the half-revolutions of the sun, from solstice to solstice ; these 
being called respectively (see xiv. 9) the uttardyana and daJcskindyana, 
“northern progress” and** southern progress.” From this use the word 
was transferred to denote also the solstices themselves, as we have trans- 
lated it in the first half of verse 11. In the latter sense we conceive 
it to be employed in the compound ayandnca ; although why the name 
of the precession should be derived from the solstice we are unable 
clearly to see. The term Jcrdntipatagati, “movement of the node of 
declination,” which is often met with in modern works on Hindu astron- 
omy, does not occur in the Shrya-SiddMnta. 

12. ... In like manner, the equatorial shadow which is past 
at mid-day at one’s place of observation 

13. Upon the north and south line of the dial- — that is the 
equinoctial shadow {vishuvatprabhd) of that place. . . . 

The equinoctial shadow has been already sufficiently explained, in 
connection with a preceding passage (above, v. 7). In this treatise it is 
von. vi. 32 




known only by names formed by combining one of the words for 
shadow ( ckdy & , bhd, prabhd), with vishuvat, “equinox” (see above, 
under v. 6). In modern Hindu astronomy it is also called akskabkd, 
“shadow of latitude”— E'e., which determines the latitude — and pala- 
bhd, of which, as used in this sense, the meaning is obscure. 

13. . a . Radius, multiplied respectively by gnomon and shadow^ 
and divided by the equinoctial hypothenuse,, 

14. Clives the sines of co-latitude ( lamba ) and of latitude 
(aksha): the corresponding arcs are co-latitude and latitude, 
always south. . 

t Ihe proportions upon which these rules are founded are illustrated 
by the following figure (Fig. 11), in which, as in a previous figure (Fig. 
8, p. 232), Z S represents a quadrant of the meridian, Z being the zenith 
and S the south point, 
frtbemg the centre, - 
arid B C the projec- 
tion of the plane of 
the equator. In order 
to illustrate the cor- 
responding relations 
of the dial, we have 
conceived the gno- 
mon, C b, to be placed 
a<i the centre. Then, 
when the sun is on 
the meridian and in 
the equator, at E, the 
shadow cast, which is / 

the equinoctial shad- 

ow,i8 be, while C* is the corresponding hypothennse. But, by simi- 
larity of triangles, 

Ce : 5e : : CE : BE 

«“* C«:06::CE:CB , , 

apd as BE is the sine of EZ, which eqoala,the latitude, and CB the 
sine of E S, its complement, the redaction of these proportions to the 
form of equations gives the rules of the text 

* Tbe mid-day shadow is the base (bhuja ) ; if radius be 
multiplied by that, U 

15. And the product divided by the corresponding hypothe- 
nuse, the result, converted to arc, is the sun’s zenith-distance 
(naia), in minutes: this, when the base is south, is north, and 
when the base is north, is south. Of the sun’s zenith-distance 
and his declination, in minutes, 

’ 1®* r ^ a * £ ® the sum, when their direction is different — the dif- 
ference, when it is the same; the result is the latitude, in 
this find the sine of latitude j subtract its 
square from the square of radios, and the square-root of the re- 
mainder 





iii. 20.J Surya-Siddhanta . 251 

17. Is the sine of co-latitude. ... $ . 


This passage applies to eases in which the sun is not upon the equator, 
but has a certain declination, of which the amount and direction are 
known. Then, from the shadow cast at noon, may be derived his zenith- 
distance when upon the meridian, and the latitude. Thus, supposing 
the sun, having north declination ED (Fig. 11), to be upon the meridian, 
at D : the shadow of the gnomon will be b d, and the proportion 
Cd : :CD :DB"" 


gives DB"", the sine of the sun’s zenith-distance, ZD, which is found 
from it by the conversion of sine into arc by a rule previously given 
(ii. 33). ZD in this case being south, and ED being north, their sum, 
EZ, is the latitude : if the declination being south, the sun were at D', 
the difference of ED 7 and Z D 7 would be E Z, the latitude. The figure 
does not give an illustration of north zenith-distance, being drawn for 
the latitude of Washington, where that is impossible. The latitude 
behtgthusascertained. It is easy to find ha sine and cosine: the only 
thing whieh deservettip be noted in the process is that, to find the co- 
sine from the sine,TOsort is had to the laborious method of squares, 
instead; of taking from the table the sine of the complementary arc, or 

; _ The son’s' distance from the zenith when be is upon the meridian is 
called so idt, “deflected,” an adjective belonging to the noun liptas, “min- 
utes,” or bMkf&t, anf&s, “degrees.” He same term is also employed, as 
wifi' be seen farther on (vv, 34-36), to designate the hour-angle. For 
zenith-distance off the meridian another term is used (see below, v. 33). 


17. , . . The sine of latitude, multiplied by twelve, and divi- 
ded by the sine of co-latitude, gives the equinoctial shadow. . . . 

That is (Fig., ll), . * H 

B C : B E : : C 6 : 6 # T* 

the value of the gnomon in digits being substituted in the rule for ^hc 
gnomon itself. 


17. . . . The difference of the latitude of the place of observa- 
tion and the sun’s meridian zenith-distance in degrees ( naia - 
bhagds), if their direction be the same, or their sum, 

18. If their direction be different, is the sun’s declination : if 
the sine of this latter be multiplied by radius and divided by the 
sine of greatest declination, the result, converted to arc, will be 
the sun’s longitude, if he is in the quadrant commencing with 
Aries; 

19. If in that commencing with Cancer, subtract from a half- 
cirde; if in that commencing with libra, add a half-circle ; if in 
that commencing with Capricorn, subtract from a circle : the re- 
sult, in each case, is the true ( sphuta ) longitude of the sun at 
mid-day.* 

20. To this if the equation of the apsis (mandaphah) be 
repeatedly applied, with a, contrary sign, the sun’-s mean longi- 
tude will be found. . . . 
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passage teaches how, when the latitude of the observer is 
known, the son’s declination, and his true and mean longitudes, may be 
found by observing his zenith-distance at noon. The several parts of 
the process are all of them the converse of processes previously given, 
and require no explanation. To find the sun’s declination from his 
meridian zenith-distance and the latitude (reckoned as south, by v. 14), 
the rule given above, in verses 15 and 16, is inverted ; the true longitude’ 
is found from the declination by the inversion of the method taught in 
ii- 28, account being taken of the quadrant in which the sun may be 
according to the principle of ii. 30 : and finally, the mean may be de- 
rived from the true longitude by a method of successive approximation, 
applying in reverse the equation of the centre, as calculated by ii. 39. 

It is hardly necessary to remark that this is a very rough process for 
ascertaining the sun’s longitude, and could give, especially in the hands 
of Hindu observers, results only distantly approaching to accuracy. 

20. . .. The sum of the latitude of the place of observation 

arid the sun’s declination, if their direction is the same, or in the 
contrary case, their difference, 9 

21. Is the sun’s meridian zenith-distance ( natdngas ) ; of that 
find the base-sine ( bahujya ) and the perpendicular-sine (Icotijya). 
If, then, the base-sine and radius be multiplied respectively by 
the measure of the gnomon in digits, 

22. And divided by the perpendicular-sine, the results are the 
shadow and hypothenuse at mid-day. . . . 

The problem here is to determine the length of the shadow which 
voll be cast at mid-day when the sun has a given declination, the latitude 
f the observer being also known. First, the sun’s meridian zenith-dis- 
™ JfT’ ’ y a ymcess the converse of that taught in verses 15 and 
16; mm, the corresponding sine and cosine having been calculated, a 
fisT 6 Fv^' 011 gives 1116 desired re snlt: Thus, let us suppose the sun 
TT® (f'g- lb P- 250); the sum of his south declination, ED', 
mid the north latitude, EZ, gives the zenith-distance, Z D' : its sine 
(bkujajya) is IF B'", and its cosine (kotijya) is C B*". Then 
C B'" : B H ' D' : : C 6 : 

and CB"':CI>::C6:Cd' 

which proportions, reduced to equations, give the value of Id’, the 
shadow, and C d*, its hypothenuse. 

* 't ; , r£ 

22. . . . The sine of declination, multiplied by the equinoctial 

^K >t ^ QUSe ’ a , nd by the gnomon-sine ( cankujwd ), 

23. Gives, when farther multiplied by the hypothenuse of any 
given shadow, and divided by radius ( madhyakama ), the sun’b 
measure of amplitude ( arlcdgrd ) corresponding to that shadow. 

In this passage we are taught, the declination being known, how to 
find file measure of amplitude (agrd) of any given shfdow, as prepara- 
t0 determining, by the next following rule, the base (hhuja) of the 
shadow, by calculation instead of measurement. The first step is to find 
the sine of the snn s amplitude : in order to this, we compare the trian- 
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gles ABC and CEH (Fig. 13, p. 254), which are similar, since the 

angles A C B and CEH are each equal to the latitude of the observer. 

Hence EH:EC::BC:AC 

But the triangles CEH (Fig. 13) and C be (Fig. 11) are also similar; 

and jk EH:EC::C5:Ce 

Hence, bfBquality of ratios, C 6 : C « : : B C : A C 

and A C, the sine of the sun’s amplitude, equals B C — which is the sine 

of declination, being equal to D F — multiplied by C e, the equinoctial 

hypothennse, and divided by C 6, the gnomon. The remaining part of 

the process depends upon the principle which we have demonstrated 

above, under verse 7, that the measure of amplitude is to the hypothe- 

nuse of the shadow as the sine of amplitude to radius. 

"Why the gnomon is in this jpssage called the “ gnomon-sine,” it is 
not easy to discover. Verse 23 presents also a name for radius, madhya- 
karna , “ half-diameter,” which is not found again ; nor is karna often 
employed in the sense of “ diameter” in this treatise. 

23. . . . The sum of the equinoctial shadow and the sun’s 
measure of amplitude ( arMgra ), when the sun is in the southern 
hemisphere, is the base, north ; 

24. When the sun is in the northern hemisphere, the base is 
found, if north, by subtracting the measure of amplitude from 
the equinoctial shadow ; if south, by a contrary process— accord- 
ing to the direction of the interval between the end of the 
shadow and the east and west axis. 

25. The mid-day base is invariably the midday shadow. . . . 

We have already had occasion to notice, in connection with the first 
verses of this chapter, that the base ( bhuja ) of the shadow is its projec- 
tion upon a north and south line, or the distance of its extremity from 
the east and west axis of, the dial. It is that line which, as shown 
above (under v. 7), corresponds to and represents the perpendicular let 
fall from the sun upon the plane of the prime vertical. Thus, if (Fig. 
11, p. 250) K, L, I>, D be different positions of the sun — K and L 
being conceived to be upon the surface of the sphere — the perpendicu- 
lars KB', LB", D'B'", DB"" are represented upon the dial by kb, lb, 
d' b, d 6, or, in Fig. 9 (p. 241), by kV f l b", d' b, db. Of these, the two 
latter coincide with their respective shadows, the shadow cast at n4K 
being always itself upon a north and south line. The base of any 
shadow may be found by combining its measure of amplitude ( agra ) 
with the equinoctial shadow. When the sun is in the southern hemis- 
phere, as at D' or K (Fig. 11), the measure of amplitude, ed' or ek, is to 
be added always to the equinoctial shadow, b e, in order to give the base, 
b d’ or b k. I£ on the contrary, the sun’s declination be north, a differ- 
ent method of procedure will be necessary, according as he is north or 
south from the prime vertical. If he be south, as at D, the shadow', b d, 
will be thrown northward, and the base will be found by subtracting the 
measure of amplitude, d e, from the equinoctial shadow, be: if he be 
north, as at L, the extremity of the shadow, l, will be south from the 
east and west axis, and the base, b l, will be obtained by subtracting the 
equinoctial shadow, b e, from the measure of amplitude, l e. 
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25. . . . Multiply tlie Sines of co-latitude and of latitude re- 
spectively by the equinoctial shadow and by twelve, 

26. And divide by the sine of declination ; the results are the 

hypothenuse when the sun is on the prime vertical {samaman - 
dala). When north declination is less than the latjiple, then 
the mid-day hypothenuse (grava\ ™ 

27. Multiplied by the equinoctial shadow, and divided by the 
mid-day measure of amplitude ( agrd ), is the hypothenuse. . . . 

Here we have two separate and independent methods of finding the 
hypothenuse of the east and west shadow east by the sun at the moment 
when he is upon the prime vertical. In connection with the second of 
the two are stated the circumstances jpder which alone a transit of the 
sun across the prime vertical will takirplace : if his declination is south, 
or if, being north, it is greater than the latitude, his diurnal revolution 
will be wholly to the south, or wholly to the north, of that circle. 

The first method is illustrated by the following figures. Let V C" 
(Fig. 12) he an arc of the prime ver- 12 

tical, Y being the point at which the 
sun crosses, it in his daily revolution ; y 
and let O' be the centre ; then Y C' / 

is radius, and V C the sine of the / 
sun’s altitude; and, C ' b being the j 
gnomon, .hv will be the shadow, and j , 

C'v its hypothenuse. But, by simi- 1 1 

larity of triangles, : 

VC:VC'::C'6:C'v 

Again, in the other figure (Fig. 13) — of which the general relations 
those of Fig. 8 


are 

(p. 232) — A D being 
the projection of the 
circle of the sun’s 
dinrnal revolution, 
and the point at 
which it crosses the 

€ ie vertical being 
projected in V,. 
is the sine of the 
sun’s altitude at that 
point. But Y C B 
and E C H arc simi- 
lar triangles, the an- 
gles B VC and CEH 
being each equal to 
the latitude ; hence 
VC:EC::BC:CH 
Now the first of 
these ratios is — since 
E C equals V C', both 
being radius — the 

same with the first 


Fig. 18. 
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in the former proportion ; and therefore 

BC:CH::C'i:C'r 

or sin decl. : sin lat. : : gnom. : hyp. pr. vert. shad, 

hut sin lat. : cos. lat. : : eq. shad. : gnom. 

therefore, by combining terms, 

sin. decl. : cos. lat. : : eq. shad. : hyp. pr. vert. shad, 
and the reduction of the first and third of these proportions to the 
form of equations gives the rules of the text. 

The other method of finding the same quantity is an application of 
the principle demonstrated above, under verse 7, that, with a given dec- 
lination, the measure of amplitude of any shadow is to that of any other 
shadow as the hypothenuse of the former to that of the latter. Now 
when the sun is upon the prime vertical, the shadow falls directly 
eastward or directly westward, and hence its extremity lies in the east 
and west axis of the dial, and its measure of amplitude is equal to 
the equinoctial shadow. The noon measure of amplitude is, accord- 
ingly, to the hypothenuse of the noon shadow as the equinoctial shadow 
to the hypothenuse of the shadow cast when tire sun is upon the prime 
vertical. 

27. . . . If the sine of declination of a given time be multiplied 
by radios and divided by the sine of co-latitude, the result is the 
sine of amplitude { [cujrtmtilurmM ). 

28. And this, being farther multiplied by the hypothenuse of 
a given shadow at that time, and divided by radius, gives the 
meaBure of amplitude (agrd), in digits ( angula ), etc. . . . 

The sine of the sun’s amplitude is found — his declination and the 
latitude being known — by a comparison of the similar triangles ABC 
and C EH (Fig. 13), in which 

s HE:EC::BC:CA 

or cos. lat. : R : : sin. decL : sin. ampl. 

And the proportion upon which is founded the rule in verse 28 — name- 
ly, that radius is to the sine of amplitude as the hypothenuse of a giitn 
shadow to the corresponding measure of amplitude — has been demon- 
strated under verse 7, above. ' 


28. ... If from half the square of radius the square of the 
f amplitude (aarmyd) be subtracted, and the remainder 
multiplied fry twelve/ V 

29. And again multiplied fry twelve, and then farther divided 
by the square of the equinoctial shadow increased fry half the 
square of the gnomon — the result obtained fry the wise 

30. Is eaika the “surd” (karani ) : this let the wise man set 
down in two places. Then multiply the equinoctial shadow by 
twelve, and again bj the sine of amplitude, 

31. And divide as before: the result is styled the “fruit” 
Cgfcrfa). Add its square to the “ surd,” and take the square root 

their sum; this, diminished and increased by the “ fruit,” for 
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32. Is the sine of altitude (canhu) of the southern intermediate 
directions (vidig); and equally, whether the sun’s revolution 
take place to the south or to the north of the gnomon (c/mku ) — 
only, in the latter ease, the sine of altitude is that of the north- 
ern intermediate directions. 

33. The square root of the difference of the squares of that 
and of radius is styled the sine of zenith-distance (drg.) If, then, 
the sine of zenith-distance and radius be multiplied" respectively 
by twelve, and divided by the sine of altitude, 

34. The results are the shadow and hypothenuse at the angles 
( Jama ), under the given circumstances of time and place. . . . 

The method taught in this passage of finding, with a given declina- 
tion and latitude, the sine of the sun’s altitude at the moment when he 
crosses the south-east and south-west vertical circles, or when the shadow 
of the gnomon is thrown toward the angles ( Icona ) of the circumscribing 
square of the dial, is, when stated algebraically! as follows : 

(IR* — sin* ampl)Xgn.» 

ign-'+eq.sh.* — Snrd ' 
eq. ih. X gn. X sin ampl. , 

—7 r— r = fruit. 

ign. 1 -!- eq. sh.* 

surd (- fruit 5 -|- fruit = sin alt., declination being north. 

>/ surd -f- fruit* — fruit = sin alt, declination being south. 

It is at once apparent that a problem is here presented more compli- 
cated and difficult of solution than any with which we have heretofore 
had to do in the treatise. The commentary gives a demonstration of 
it,, in which, for the first time, the notation and processes of the 
Hindu algebra are introduced, and with these we are not sufficiently 
familiar to be able to follow the course of the demonstration. The 
problem, however, admits of solution without the aid of mathematical 
knowledge of a higher character than has been displayed in the pro- 
eppfces already explained ; by means, namely, of the consideration of 
right-angled triangles, situated in the same plane, and capable of being 
represented by a single figure. We give below such a solution, which. 


we are persuaded, agrees in all its 
main features with the process by 
which the formulas of the text were 
: originally deduced. 

^ LetZEK be the south-eastern 
cirri* of altitude, from the zenith, Z, 
to tbe horizon, K ;let E be its in- 
tersection with the equator, and D 
the position of the snn; and let 
C 6 represent the gnomon. 

Since e is in the line of the equi- 
noctial shadow (see above, v. 7), 
and since fie makes an angle of 45° 
with either axis of the dial, we 
have be 3 =2 eq. sh. 2 , and C e 2 — 
C 6* 4-6 e 3 =z gn. 2 4*2 eq. sh. 2 


Fig. 14. 
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In like manner, d e s — 2 meas. ampl. 2 Bnt the similar triangles 
C de and CDE' give Cd s : de 2 : : CD 2 : DE' 2 ; which, by having 
the two consequents, and observing the constant relation of Cd to the 
measure of amplitude (see above, under v. 7), gives R 2 : sin ampl. 2 : : 
R 2 : £D E' 2 : whence ^D E ,2 r= sin ampl. 2 , or D E' 2 — 2 sin ampl. 2 

Now the required sine of altitude is D G, and D G=D H-f-H G= 
DH+IJ. And, obviously, the triangles DH I, D IE', EFC, I J C, 
and C 6 e are -all similar. Then, from DHI and Cbe, we derive 
DH:DI::he:Ce 
from DIE' and Cbe, DI:DE'::C6:Ce 
and, by combining terms, D H : D E' : : beXG b: Ce 2 
whence D H = sh.Xgn.Xy/2 ■ sin ampl. _ eq.sh.Xgu.XsinampL 

gn 3 +2eq.sh.* ign. s +eq-sh. 3 rU1 ' 

Again, from DHI and EFC, we derive 

IH 2 :DI 2 : : EF 2 : EC 2 
from I JC and EFC, I J 2 : IC 2 : : EF 2 : EC 2 
whence, by adding the terms of the equal ratios, and observing that 
IH 2 -(-I J 2 =JH 2 , and DI 2 +IC 2 =DC 2 =EC 2 , we have 
J H 2 : E C 2 : : E F 2 : E C 2 

or JH 2 =EF 2 . Hence IJ 2 =JH 2 -IH 2 =EF 2 -IH 2 =EF 2 -DI 2 +DH 2 
But from EFC and C 6 e are derived 


f! pH ■ f! h* • • 1? P2 . Tr W2 

from DIE' and Cbe, C e 2 C6 2 : DE' 2 : DI 2 

Ml. „. BV JSS^p °£ 

that is to say, 

E F2-D la— ( Ri ~ 2sitiam P li )Xgii. 3 _ (IR 3 - sin ampl, 3 ) Xgn,2 _ 
go. 1 -\-2 eq. sh. 2 ign- 2 + eq. sb. 2 * 

But, as was shown above,IJ 2 =iEF 2 — D I 2 +DH 2 =surd-j-fruit 2 - 
and V surd -(-fruit 2 -(- fruit= I J-J- D H=D G = sine of altitude. 


When declination is south, so that the sun crosses the circle of alti- 
tude at I>, I H', the equivalent of D H, is to be subtracted from I J, to 
give D' C, the sine of altitude. 

The correctness of the Hindu formulas may likewise be briefly and 
succinctly demonstrated by means of our modem methods. Thus, let 
PZS (Fig.15) be a spherical triangle, 16- 

of which the three angular points are 

P, the pole, Z, the zenith, and S, the z 

place of the sun when npon the south- 
east or the sooth-wasfc vertical circles; 

PZ, then, is the iso4titude, Z8 the s . 
zeahh-distance, or eo-altitede, and PS 

the eo-declination ; and the angle PZ8 is 135° ; the problem is, to find 
the sine of the complement of Z S, or of the sun’s altitude. By spheri- 
cal trigonometry, eos 8 P=cos ZS cos Z P -(-sin ZS sin ZP cos Z. Di- 
viding by sin ZP, and observing that cos S P-i-sin ZP=sin deel.-j-cos 
lat.=: sme-.of amplitude, we have sin ampl.= sin alt. tan lat.+eos alt. cos 
,135°. now, we represent sin ampl. by a, tan lat. by b, cos 135° by 
vsu'ti. 33 
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;v* 
y ' 

'J* 

& 

O ';, 1 

0 


—\/i, sin alt. by*, and cos alt by V 1 —it 2 , we have a 3 -2abx+l s x z =. 

and, by reduction, x 2 — ~y-rx %= j-~z . Eepresenting, 
tt® it® 

again, - by /, and by s, and reducing, we have x=zf-\- 
j -r b it " 

A /f 2 -\-s. But/ is evidently the same with the “fruit,” since 5, or tan 

lat, equals eq. sh.- 7 -gnom., and therefore “ ^ _ eq. sh. x gii.Xsin .ampl. _ 
’ ^ i +® 2 gnom. 2 -f-eq. sh- 

and * is also the same with the “surd,” for ^ ~ sin ^'P 1 -) ^ 

f -ho’ ^gnom.*-4-eq. sh. s 

If, the latitude being north, we consider the north direction as posi- 
tive, i will be positive. The value of f given above, will then evidently 
be positive or negative as the sign of a is plus or minus. But e, the 
sine of amplitude, is positive when declination is north, and negative 
when declination is south. Hence / is to be added to or subtracted 
from the radical, according as the sun is north or south of the equator, 
as prescribed by the Hindu rule. A minus sign before the radical would 
correspond to a second passage of the sun across the south-east and 
^north-west vertical circle ; which, except in a high latitude, would take 
place always below the horizon. 

The construction of the last part of verse 32 is by no means clear, yet 
we cannot question that the meaning intended to be conveyed by it is 
truly represented by our translation. When declination is greater than 
norm latitude, the sun’s revolution is made wholly to the north of the 
prime vertical, and the vertical circles which he crosses are the north- 
east and the north-west. The process prescribed in the text, however, 
gives the correct value for the sine of altitude in this case also. For, 
in the triangle S Z P (Fig. 15), all the parts remain the same, excepting 
that the angle P Z S becomes 45°, instead of 135° : but the cosine of 
the former is the same as that of the latter arc, with a difference only 
* of sign, which disappears in the process, the cosine being squared. 

The sine of altitude being found, that of its complement, or of zenith- 
distance, is readily derived from it by the method of squares (as above, 
in w. 16, 17). To ascertain, farther, the length of the corresponding 
shadow and of its hvpothenuse, we make the proportions 
sin alt. : sin zen. dist. : : gnom. : shad, 
and sin alt. : R : : gnom. : hyp. shad. 

In this passage, as in those that follow, the sine of altitude is called 
by the same name, panku, “ staff,” which is elsewhere given to the 
gnomon : the gnomon, in fact, representing in all cases, if the hypothe- 
nnse be made radius, the sine of the sun’s altitude. The word is fre- 
quently used in this sense in the modern astronomical language : &us 
VC (Fig. 13, p. 254), the sine of the sun’s altitude when upon lie 
prime vertical, is called the samamandalafanku, “ prime vertical staff,” 
and BT, the sine of altitude when the, sun crosses the unmandala, or 
east and west hour-circle, is styled the unmandala ganku : of the latter 
line, however, the Sftrya-Siddh&nta makes no’ account. We are sur- 
prised, however, not to find a distinct name for the altitude, as for its 
complement, the zenith-distance . the sine of the latter might with very 
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nearly the same propriety he called the “ shadow,” as that of the forme* 
the “ gnomon.” The particular sine of altitude which is the result of 
the present process is commonly known as the konafanku, from the 
word kona, which, signifying originally “ angle,” is used, in connection 
with the dial, to indicate the angles of the circumscribing square (see 
Fig. 9, p. 241), and then the directions in which those angles lie from 
the gnomon. The word itself is doubtless borrowed from the Greek 
ymvla, the form given to it being that in which it appears in the com- 
pounds i^iyufov (Sanskrit trikona), etc. Lest it seem strange that the 
Hindus should have derived from abroad the name for so familiar and : 


elementary a quantity as an angle, we would direct attention to the 
striking fact that in that stage of their mathematical science, at least, 
which is represented by the Sftrya-Siddhknta, they appear to have made 
no use whatever in their calculations of the angle : for, excepting in 
this passage (v. 34) and in the term for “ square ” employed in a pre- 
vious verse (v. 5) of this chapter, no word meaning “angle” is to be 
met with anywhere in the text of this treatise. Thfe term dry, used to 
signify “zenith-distance” — excepting when this is measured upon the 
meridian ; see above, under w. 14—16 — means literally “ sight :” in this 
sense, it occurs here for the first time : we have had it more than once 


above with the signification of “ observed place,” as distinguished from 
a position obtained by calculation. In verse 32, fankit might be under- 
stood as used in the sense of “zenith,” yet it has there, in truth, its own 
proper signification of “gnomon;” the meaning being, that the sun, in 
the cases supposed^ makes his revolution to the south or to the north of 
the gnomon itself, or in such a manner as to cast the shadow of the 
latter, at noon, northward or southward. One of the factors in the cal- 
culation is styled Jcarani, “surd” (see Colebrooke’s Hind. Alg., p. 145), 
rather, apparently, as being a quantity of which the. root is not required to 
be taken, than one of which an integral root ^.always impossible ; or, it 
may be, as being the square of a line which is not, and cannot be, drawn. 
The term translated “fruit” ( phala ) is one of very frequent occurrence 
elsewhere, as denoting “ quotient, result, corrective equation,” etc. 

The form of statement and of injunction employed in verses 29 and 
30, in the phrases “the result obtained by the wise,” and “let the wise 
man set down,” etc., is so little in accordance with the style of our 
treatise elsewhere, while it is also frequent and familiar in other works 
of a kindred character, that it furnishes ground for suspicion that this 
passage, relating to the konafanku, is a later interpolation into the body 
of the text ; and the suspicion is strengthened by the fact that the pro- 
cess prescribed here is so much more complicated than those elsewhere 
presented in this chapter. 


34. ... If radius be increased by the sine of ascensional differ- 
ence (cam) when declination is north, or diminished by the same, 
when declination is south, 

35. The rfesult is the day-measure (antyd) • this, diminis hed 
by the versed sine ( utkramajyd ) of the hour-angle (nata), then 
multiplied by the day-radius and divided by ramus, is the “ di- 
visor ( cheda ) ; the latter, again, being multiplied, by the sine of 
co-latitude ( larriba ), and divided 
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# 36. By radius, gives the sinew altitude (canJcu) : subtract its 
sine from that of radius, and the square root of the remainder is 
the sine of zenith-distance (drg) : the shadow and its hypothe- 
nuse are found 'as in the preceding process. 

The object of this process is, to find the sine of the sun’s altitude at 
any given hour of the day, when his distance from the meridian, his 
declination, and the latitude, are known. The sun’s angular distance 
from the meridian, or the hour-angle, is found, as explained by the com- 
Jfc mentary, by subtracting the time elapsed since sunrise, or which is'to 
™ elapse before sunset, from the half day, as calculated by a rule previously 
given (ii. 61—63). From the declination and the latitude the sine of 
ascensional difference (earajyt i) is supposed to have been already derived, 
by the method taught in the same passage ; as also, from the declina- 
tion (by ii. 60), the radius of the diurnal circle. The successive steps 
of the process of calculation will be made clear by a reference to the 
annexed figure (Fi& 16), taken in connection with Fig. 13 (p. 254), with 
which it corresponds in dimensions and lettering. ' Let G G' C' E repre- 
sent a portion of the plane of the equator, C being its centre, and G E 
its intersection with the plane of the me- 
ridian ; and let AA'B'D represent a cor- 
responding portion of the plane of the 
diurnal circle, as seen projected upon the 
other, its centre and its line of intersection 
with the meridian coinciding with those 
of the latter. I^et C G equal the sine of 
ascensional difference, and AB its corre- 
spondent in the lesser circle, or the earth- 
sine (kujy& or kshitijyd ; see above, ii. 61). 

Now let O' be the place of the sun at a 
given time; the angle OtCD, measured , 
by the arc of the equator Q'E, is the h " 

hour-angle : from O' draw O' Q perpendic- 
ular to CE; then Q'Q is the sine, and , N ’ 

QEis the versed sine, of Q'E. Add to 

radins, E C, the sine of ascensional difference, C G ; their sum, E G 

which is the equivalent^ in terms of a great circle, of D A, that part of 
the_ diameter of the circle of diurnal revolution which is above the 
lfcrixon, and which consequently measures the length of the day— is 
the-day-measure (antyA). From E G deduct E Q, the versed sine of the 
hour-angle ; the remainder, G Q, is the same quantity in terms of a great 
ordle which AO is in terms of the diurnal circle : hence the reduction 
of G Q to the dimensions of the lesser circle, by the proportion 
CE :BD : :GQ: AO 

gives us the value of AO; to this the text gives the technical name of 
“divisor” (cAeda). But, by Fig. 13, 

CE:EH::AO:OR 

hence OR, which is the sine of the sun’s altitude at the given time, 
equ^s A O, the “ divisor,” multiplied by E H, the cosine of latitude, and 
divided by C E, or radius. 


/ 
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The processes for denying from the sine of altitude that of zenith- 
distance, and from both the length of the corresponding shadow and its 
hypothenuse, are precisely the same as in the last problem. 

For the meaning of antya, — which, for lack of a better term, we have 
translated “day-measure” — see above, under verse 7. The word nata, 
by which the hour-angle is designated, is the same with that employed 
above with the signification of “ meridian zenith-distance see the note 
to verses 14-17. 

37. If radius be multiplied by a given shadow, and divided 
by the corresponding hypothenuse, the result is the sine of 
zenith-distance ( drc ) : the square root of the difference between 
the square of that and the square of radius 

38. Is the sine of altitude ( ganku ); which, multiplied by 
radius and divided by the sine of co-latitude (lamia), gives the 
"divisor” (cheda) ; multiply the latter by radius, and divide by 
the radius of the diurnal circle, 

39. And the quotient is the sine of the sun’s distance from the 
horizon (unnata) ; this, then, being subtracted from the day- 
measure (antya), and the remainder turned into arc by means of 
the table of versed sines, the final result is the hour-angle (nata), 
in respirations (asu), east or west. 

The process taught in these verses is precisely the converse of the 
one described in the preceding passage. The only point which calls for 
farther remark in connection with it is, that the line G Q (Fig. 16) is in 
verse 39 called the “sine of the unnata By this latter term is desig- 
nated tire opposite of the hour-angle (nata)— -that is to say, the sun’s 
angular distance from the horizon upon his own circle, O' A', reduced to 
time, 9 * to the measure of a great circle. Thus, when the sun is at O', 
his hour-angle (nata), or the time till noon, is Q*E; his distance from 
the horizon (unnata), or the time since sunrise, is O' G'. But G Q is 
with no propriety styled the sine of G' Q' ; it is not itself a sine at all, 
and the actnal sme of the arc in question would have a very different 
value. 

40. Multiply the sine of co-latitude by any given measure of 
amplitude (agrd), and divide by the corresponding hypothenuse 
in digits ; the result is the sine of declination. This, again, is 
to be multiplied by radius, and divided by the sine of greatest 
declination ; 

The quotient, converted into arc, is, in signs, etc., the sun’s 
place in the quadrant ; by means of the quadrants is then found 
the actual longitude of the sun at that point. . . . 

By the method taught in this passage, the sun’s declination, and, 
through that, his true and mean longitude, may, the latitude of the ob- 
server being known, be found from a single observation upon the shadow 
at any hour in the day. The declination is obtained from the measure 
of amplitude and theehypothenuse of the shadow, in the following 
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manner: first, as was. shown in connection with verse 1 of this chapter, 

' hyp. shad. : meas. ampl. : : E C : C A (Fig. 13, p. 264) 

but EC : C A : : EH : B C 

therefore hyp. shad. : meas. ampl. : : E H : B C 

B C, the sine of declination, being thus ascertained, the longitude is de- 
duced from it as in a previous process (see above, vv. 11-20). 

41. . . . Upon a given day, the distances of three bases, at 
noon, in the forenoon, and in the afternoon, being laid off, 

42. From the point of intersection of the lines drawn between 
them by means of two fish-figures, (matsya), and with a radius 
touching the three points, is described the path of the shadow. . . 

This method of drawing upon the face of the dial the path which 
will be described by the extremity of the shadow upon a given day pro- 
ceeds upon the assumption that that path will be an arc of a circle — an 
erroneous assumption, since, excepting within the polar circles, the path 
of the shadow is always a hyperbola, when the sun is not in the equator. 
In low latitudes, however, the difference between the arc of the hyper- 
bola, at any point not too for from the gnomon, and the arc of a circle, 
is so small, that it is not very surprising that the Hindus should have 
overlooked it. The path being regarded as a true circle, of course it 
can be drawn if any three points in it can be found by calculation : and 
this is not difficult, since the rules above given furnish means of ascer- 
taining, if the sun’s declination and the observer’s latitude be known, 
the length of the shadow and the length of its base, or the distance of 
its extremity from the east and west axis of the dial, at different times 
during the day. One part of the process, however, has not been provi- 
ded for in the rules hitherto given. Thus (Fig. 9, p. 241), supposing 
d, in, and l to be three points in the same daily path of the shadow, we 
require, in order to lay down l and m, to know not only the bases l b", 
m V", but also the distances b b", b b'". But these are readily found 
when the shadow and the base corresponding to each are known, or 
they may be calculated from the sines of the respective hour-angles. 

The three points being determined, the mode of describing a circle 
through them is virtually the same with that which we should employ : 
lines are drawn from the noon-point to each of the others, which are 
then, by fish-figures (see above, under vv. 1-6), bisected by other lines at 
right angles to them, and the intersection of the latter is the centre of 
the required circle. 

42. . . . Multiply by the day -radius of three signs, and divide 
by their own respective day-radii, 

43. In succession, the sines of one, of two, and of three signs; 
the quotients, converted into arc, being subtracted, each from the 
one following, give, beginning with Aries, the times of rising 
( udayd-savas ) at Lanka ; 

44. Namely sixteen hundred and seventy, seventeen hundred 
and ninety-five, and. nineteen hundred and thirty-five respira- 
tions. And these, diminished each by its portion of ascensional 
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difference (carakhanda), as calculated for a given place, are the 
times of rising at that place. . 

45. Invert them, and add their own portions of ascensional 
difference inverted, and the sums are the three signs beginning 
with Cancer: and these same sis, in inverse order, are the other 
sis, commencing with Libra. . 


\- 


Fig. It. 

'/ ^ 


The problem here is to determine the “times of rising” (udayasavas) 
of the different signs of the ecliptic— that is to say, the part of the 5400 
respirations (asavas) constituting a quarter of the sidereal day, which 
each of the three signs making up a quadrant of the ecliptic will occupy 
in rising (udaya) above the horizon. And in the first place, the times 
of rising at the equator, or in the right sphere — which are the equiva- 
lents of the ■fcs in right ascension — are found as follows : 

Let ZN mP 17) be a quadrant of the solstitial colure, AN the pro- 
jection upon its plane of the equinoctial colure, A Z of the equator, and 
A C of the ecliptic ; and let A, T, G, and 
C be the projections upon A C of the initial 
points of the first four signs ; then A T is 
the sine of one sign, or of 30°, AG of two 
signs, or of 60°,' and A C, which is radius, 
the sine of three signs, or of 90°. From 
T, G, and C, draw T t, Gy, Cc, perpendicu- 
lar to AN. Then AT* and A C c are simi- 
lar triangles, and, since A C equals radius, 

R:Cc::AT:T* 

But the arc of which T t is sine, is the 
same part of the circle of diurnal revolu- 
tion of which the radius is t V , as the re- 
quired ascensional equivalent of one sign is 

of the equator: hence the sine of the latter, which we may call a:, is 
found by reducing Tf to the measure of a great circle, which is done by 
the proportion 

i l > : R : : T t : sin x 


I 

I 



Combining this with the preceding proportion, we have, 
t<':Cc::AT:sin* 

Again, to find the ascensional equivalent of two signs, which we will 
caU we have first, by comparison of tbe triangles A G y and ACc, 
R:Ce:: AG:G$r 

and gg 1 : R : : G^ : sin y 

therefore, as before, gg 1 : Cc : : A G : sin y 
Hence, the sines of the ascensional equivalents of one and of two signs 
respectively are equal to the sines of one and of two signs, AT and 
AG, multiplied by the -day-radius of three signs, Cc, and divided each 
by its own day-radius, tt< andyy'; and the conversion of the sines thus 
obtained . into arc gives the ascensional equivalents themselves. T he 
rule of the text includes also the equivalent of three signs, but this is so 
obviously equal to a quadrant that it is unnecessary to draw out the 
process, all the terms in the proportions disappearing except radius. 
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IJpon working out tie process, by means of the table of sines given 
in the second chapter (w. 15-22), and assuming the inclination of the 
plane of the ecliptic to be 24° (ii. 28), we find, by the rule given above 
(ii. 60), that the day-radii of one, of two, and of three sines, or 1 1', g g 1 , 
Cc, are 3366', 3216', and 3140' respectively, and that the sines of x and 
y are 1604' and 2907', to which the corresponding arcs are 27° 50' and 
57° 45', or 1670' and 3465'. The former is the ascensional equivalent 
of the first sign ; subtracting it from the latter gives that of the second 
sign, which is 1795', and subtracting 3465' from a quadrant, 5400', 
gives the equivalent of the third sign, which is 1935' — all as stated in 
the text. 

£ These, then, are the periods of sidereal time which the first three 
signs of the ecliptic will occupy in rising above the horizon at the equa- 
tor, or in passing the meridian of any latitude. It is 4flftous that the 
same quantities, in inverse order, will be the equivalents^! right ascen- 
sion of the three following signs also, and that the series of six equiva- 
lents thus found will bdlong also to the six signs of the other half of the 
ecliptic. In order, now, to ascertain the equivalents of the signs in 
oblique ascension, or the periods of sidereal time which they will occupy 
in rising above the horizon of a given latitude, it is necessary first to 
calculate, for that latitude, the ascensional difference (card) of the three 
points T, G, and C (Fig. 17), which is done by the rule given in the last 
chapter (vv. 61, 62). We have calculated these quantities, in the Hindu 
method, for the latitude of Washington, 38° 54', and find the ascensional 
difference of T to be 578', that of G 1061', and that of C 1263'. The 
manner in which these are combined with the equivalents in right 
ascension to produce the equivalents in oblique ascension may be ex- 
plained by the following figure (Fig. 18), which, although not a true 
projection, is sufficient for the purpose 
of illustration. Let ACS be a semi- _ I " g ' 18 ' 

circle of the ecliptic, divided into its \ 
successive signs, and A S a semicircle 1 

of the equator, upon which AT', T' G', r 
etc., are the equivalents of those signs 
in right ascension ; and let t, g, etc., be 
the points which rise simultaneously 
with T, G, etc. Then t T' and v V', the 
ascensional difference of T and Y, are 1 

578', 3 fG' and IV are 1061', and cC' ' 

is 1263'. Then At, the equivalent in 

oblique ascension of AT, equals AT'- i . 

t T, or 1092'. To find, again, the value 

of t g, the second equivalent, the text v 

directs to subtract from T' G' the differ- , 

ence between t T' and g G', which is 

called the carakkanda, “portion of ascensional difference” — that is to 
say, the increment or decrement of ascensional difference at the point 
G as compared with T. Thus 

r^T'G'-teG'-rTOsrT'G'+iT'-srG'^G'-yG^m*' 
and S , « = G'C'— (cC'-srG') = G'C'-{-srG'— eC'=0C'— cC'=17S3' 
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Farther, to find the oblique equivalents in the second quadrant, we 
are directed to invert the right equivalents, and to add to each its own 
carakhanda, decrement of ascensional difference. Thus 
cl=0' L'-f (eC'--lL')t=eL'—l L'= 2137' 
lv = L' V'+ (l L' -v V ‘ ') = l V' - « V'= 2278' 
and finally, t>S=V'S + oV'=2248'. 

It is obvious without particular explanation that the arcs of oblique 
ascension thus found as the equivalents, in a given latitude, of the fugst 
six signs of the ecliptic, are likewise, in inverse order, the equivalents of 
the other six. We have, then, the following table of times of rising 
( uday&savas ), for the equator and for the latitude of Washington, of all 
the divisions of the ecliptic : 


Equivalents in Right and Oblique Ascension of the Signs of the Ecliptic. 


1 

Sign. 

Name. 

Equivalent 

in 

Right Ascension. 

Lat. of 
Aaceni. 
Diffi 

Washington. 

Eqniv. in 
ObL Ascension. 

Sign. 

Name. 

No. 


Aries, metha, 
Taurns, vrthan, 
Gemini, mithuna, 
Cancer, karkata , 
Leo, tinha, 

Virgo, kanyd. 

' or p. 

1670 

1795 

1935 

1935 

1795 

1670 

' or p. 

578 

1061 

n63 

1061 

5 7 8 

i3ia 

1733 

ai37 

3378 

3348 

Pisces, mina, 
Aquarius, kumbha, 
Capricomus, mafcjro, 
Sagittarius, dhanus, 
Scorpio, dli, 

Libra, tvld. 

12 . 

II. 

10 . 

9 

8 . 

7- 


For the expression “ at Lankk,” employed in verse 43 to designate 
the equator, see above, under i. 62. 


46. From the longitude of the sun at a given time are to he 
calculated the ascensional equivalents of the parts past and to 
come of the sign in which he is : they are equal to the number 
of degrees traversed and to be traversed, multiplied by the as- 
censional equivalent {uday&savas) of the sign, and divided by 

thirty; 

47. Then, from the given time, reduced to respirations, sub- 
tract the equivalent, in respirations, of the part of the sign to 
come, and also the ascensional equivalents ( lagn&savas ) of the 
following signs, in succession — so likewise, subtract the equiva- 
lents of the Mart past, and of the signs past, in inverse order ; 

48. IT there be a remainder, multiply it by thirty and divide 
by the equivalent of the unsubtracted sign ; add the quotient, in 
degrees, to the whole signs, or subtract it from them : the result 
is the point of the ehhptie ( lagna ) which is at that time upon the 
horizon ( kshitija ). 

49. So, from the east or west hour-angle ( nata ) of the sun, in 

uadis, having made a similar calculation, by means of the equiv- 
alents in right ascension ( lanleoday&savas ), apply the result as an 
additive or subtractive equation to the sun’s longitude : the re- 
sult is the point of the ecliptic then upon the meridian (madhya- 
lagna). * 

VOL. TI. 


34 
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The word lagna means literally “ attached to, connected with,” and 
hence, “ corresponding, equivalent to.” It is, then, most properly, and 
likewise most usually, employed to designate the point or the arc of the 
equator which corresponds to a given point or arc of the ecliptic. In 
such a sense it occurs in this passage, in verse 47, where lagn&savas is 
precisely equivalent to uday&savas , explained in connection with the 
next preceding passage; also below, in verse 50, and in several other 
places. In verses 48 and 49, however, it receives a different significa- 
tion, being taken to indicate the point of the ecliptic which, at a given 
time, is upon the meridian or at the horizon ; the former being called 
lagnam kshitije, “lagna at the horizon” — or, in one or two cases else- 
where, simply lagna — the other receiving the name of madhyalagna , 
“ meridian-Za^na.” 

The rules by which, the sun’s longitude and the hour of the day being 
known, the points of the ecliptic at the horizon and upon the meridian 
are found, are very elliptically and obscurely stated in the text ; our 
translation itself has been necessarily made in part also a paraphrase and 
explication of them. Thajr farther illustration may be best effected by 
means of an example, with reference to the last figure (Fig. 18). 

At a given place of observation, as Washington, let the moment of 
local time — reckoned in the usual Hindu manner, from sunrise — be 18 n 
12 T 3f, and let the longitude of the sun, as corrected by the precession, 
be, by calculation, 42°, or I s 12° : it is required to know the longitude 
of the point of the ecliptic (lagna) then upon the eastern horizon. 

Let P (Fig. 18) be the place of the sun, and H h the line of the hori- 
zon, at the given time ; and let p be the point of the equator which rose 
with the sun ; then the arc p h is equivalent to the time since sunrise, 
18“ 12 T 3P, or 6555P. The value of tg, the equivalent in oblique ascen- 
sion of the second sign TG, in which the sun is, is given in the table 
presented at the end of the note upon the preceding passage as 1312P. 
To find the value of the part of it pg we make the proportion 
TG :PG::f^ :pg 

or 30°:18°::1312P:787 p 

From ph, or 6555P, we now subtract p g, 787p, and then, in succession, 
the ascensional equivalents of the following signs, GC and CL- — that is, 
gc, or 1733P, and cl, or 2137p — until there is left a remainder, Ih, or 
1898P, which is less than the equivalent of the next sign. To this re- 
mainder of oblique ascension the corresponding arc of longitude is then 
found by a proportion the reverse of that formerly made, namely 
Iv.lh:: LV:LH 

or 2278P : 1898P : : 30° : 25° 

The result thus obtained being added to A L, or 4 s , the sum, 4* 25°, or 
145°, is the longitude of H. 

The arc pg is called in the text bhogyasavas, “the equivalent in respi- 
rations of the part of the sign to be traversed,” while tp is styled bhuk- 
tbsavas, “the respirations of the part traversed.” 

If, on the other hand, it were desired to arrive at the same result by 
•reckoning in the opposite direction from the sun to the horizon, either 
on account of the greater proximity of the two in that direction, or for 
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any other reason, the manner of proceeding would be somewhat differ- 
ent. Thus, if AH (Fig. 18) were the suit's longitude, and p P the line 
of the eastern horizon, we should first find hp, by subtracting the part 
of the day already elapsed from the calculated length of the day (this 
step is, in the text, omitted to be specified) ; from it we should then 
subtract the bhuktasavas, l h , aud then the equivalents of the signs 
through which the sun has already passed, in inverse order, until there 
remained only the part of an equivalent, pg, which would be converted 
into the corresponding arc of longitude, P G, in the same manner as 
before : and the subtraction of P G from A G would give A P, the 
longitude of the point P. 

But again, if it be required to determine the point of the ecliptic 
which is at any given time upon the meridian, the general process is the 
same as already explained, excepting that for the time from sunrise is 
substituted the time until or since noon, and also for the equivalents in 
oblique ascension those in right ascension, or, in the language of the 
text, the “times of rising at Lanka” [lankodayasavas ) ; since the me- 
ridian, like the equatorial horizon, cuts the equator at right angles. 

It will be observed that all these calculations assume the increments 
longitude of to be ' proportional to those of ascension throughout each 
sign : in a process of greater pretensions to accuracy, this would lead to 
errors of some consequence. 

The use and value of the methods here taught, and of the quantities 
found as their results, will appear in the sequel (see ch. v. 1-9 ; vii. 7 ; 
ix. 5-11 ; x. 2). 

The term kshitija, by which the horizon is designated, may be under- 
stood, according to the meaning attributed to kshiti (see above, under 
ii. 61—63), either as the “circle of situation” — that is, the one which is 
dependent upon the situation of the observer, varying with every change 
of place on his part — or as the “earth-circle,” the one produced by the 
intervention of the earth below the observer, or drawn by the earth 
upon the sky. Probably the latter is its true interpretation. 

50. Add together the ascensional equivalents, in respirations, 
of the part of the sign to be traversed by the point having less 
longitude, of the part traversed by that having greater longitude, 
and of the intervening signs — thus is made the ascertainment of 
time ( kalasadhana ). 

51. When the longitude of the point of the ecliptic upon the 
horizon ( lagna ) is less than that of the sun, the time is in the 
latter part of the night; when greater, it is in the day-time; 
when greater than the longitude of the sun increased by half a 
revolution, it is after sunset. 

The process taught in these verses is, in a manner, the converse of 
that which is explained in the preceding passage, its object being to find 
the instant of local time when a given point of the ecliptic will be upon 
the horizon, the longitude of the sun being also known. Thus (Fig. 18), 
supposing the sun’s longitude, A P, to be, at a given time, I s 12° ; it is 
required to know at what time the point H, of which the longitude is 
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4 s 25°, will rise. The problem, is, virtually, to ascertain the arc of the 
equator intercepted between 5>, the point which rose with the sun, and 
k , which will rise with H, since that arc determines the time elapsed 
between sunrise and the rise of H, or the time in the day at which the 
latter will take place. In order to this, we ascertain, by a process simi- 
lar to that illustrated in connection with the last passage, the bhogyti- 
savas, “ ascensional equivalent of the part of the sign to be traversed,” 
of the point having less longitude — or pg — and the bhuktasavas, “as- 
censional equivalent of the part traversed,” belonging to H, the point 
having greater longitude — or l h — and add the sum of both to that of 
the ascensional equivalents of the intervening whole signs, g c and c l, 
which the text calls antaralugn&savas , “ equivalent respirations of the 
interval the total is, in respirations of time, corresponding to minutes 
of arc, the interval of time required : it will be found to be 6555P, or 
18“ 12'’ 3P : and this, in the case assumed, is the time in the day at 
which the rise of H takes place : were H, on the other hand, the posi- 
tion of the sun, 18 n 12 v 3 p would be the time before sunrise of the same 
event, and would require to be subtracted from the calculated length of 
the day to give the instant of local time. 4 

It is evident that the main use of this process must be to determine 
the hour at which a given planet, or a star of which the longitude is 
known, will pass the horizon, or at which its “ day ” (see above, ii. 59- 
63) will commence. A like method — substituting only the equiva- 
lents in right for those in oblique ascension — might be employed in 
determining at what instant of local time the complete day, ahor&tra, 
of any of the heavenly bodies, reckoned from transit to transit across 
the lower meridian, would commence : and this is perhaps to be re- 
garded as included also in the terms of verse 50 ; even though the 
following verse plainly has reference to the time of rising, aud the word 
lagna, as used in it, means only the point upon the horizon. 

The last verse we take to be simply an obvious and convenient rule 
for determining at a glance in which part of the civil day will take 
place the rising of any given point of the ecliptic, or of a planet occu- 
pying that point. If the longitude of a planet be less than that of the 
sun, while at the same time they are not more than three signs apart — 
this and the other corresponding restrictions in point of distance are 
plainly implied in the different specifications of the verse as compared 
with one another, and are accordingly explicitly stated by the commen- 
tator — the hour when that planet comes to assume the position called 
in the text lagna, or to pass the eastern horizon, will evidently be 
between midnight and sunrise, or in the after part ( feska , literally “re- 
mainder”) of the night: if, again, it be more than three and less than 
six signs behind the sun, or, which is the same thing, more than six and 
less than nine signs in advance of him, its time of rising will be between 
sunset and midnight : if, once more, it be in advance of the sun by less 
than six signs, it will rise while the sun is above the horizon. 

The next three chapters treat of the eclipses of the sun and moon, the 
fourth being devoted to lunar eclipses, and the fifth to solar, and the 
sixth containing directions for projecting an eclipse. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF ECLIPSES, AXD ESPECIALLY OF LOTAH ECLIPSES. 

Contents:— 1, dimensions of the sun and moon ; 2-3. measurement of their apparent 
dimensions; 4-5, measurement of the earth’s shadow; 6, conditions of the occur- 
rence of an eclipse; 7-S, ascertainment of longitude at the time of conjunction or 
of opposition; 9. causes of eclipses; 10-11, to determine whether there will be 
an eclipse, and the amount of obscuration; 12-15. to find half the time of dura- 
tion of the eclipse, and half that of total obscuration; 16-17, to ascertain the 
times of contact and of separation, and. in a total eclipse, of immersion and 
emergence; 18-21, to determine the amount of obscuration at a given time; 
22-23, to find the time corresponding to a given amount of obscuration; 24-25, 
measurement of the deflection of the ecliptic, at the point occupied by the 
eclipsed body, from an east and west line ; 26, correction of the scale of projec- 
tion for difference of altitude. 

» 1. The diameter of the sun’s disk is six thousand five hun- 
dred yojanas; of the moon’s, four hundred and eighty. 

We shall see, in connection with the next passage, that the diameters 
of the sun and moon, as thus stated, are subject to a curious modifica- 
tion, dependent upon and representing the greater or less distance of 
those bodies from the earth; so that, in a certain sense, we have here 
only their mean diameters. These represent, however, in the Hindu 
theory — which affects to reject the supposition of other orbits than such 
as are circular, and described at equal distances about the earth — the 
true absolute dimensions of the sun and moon. 

Of the two, only that for the moon is obtained by a legitimate pro- 
cess, or presents any near approximation to the truth. The diameter of 
the earth being, as stated above (i. 59), 1600 yojanas, that of the moon, 
480 yojanas, is .3 of it : while the true value of the moon’s diameter in 
terms of the earth’s is .2716, or only about a tenth less. An estimate 
so nearly correct supposes, of course, an equally correct determination 
of the moon’s horizontal parallax, distance from the earth, and mean 
apparent diameter. The Hiudti valuation of the parallax may be de- 
duced from the value given just below (v. 3), of a minute on the moon’s 
orbit, as 15 yojanas. Since the moon’s horizontal parallax is equal to 
the angle subtended at her centre by the earth’s radius, and since, at 
the moon’s mean distance, 1' of are equals 15 yojanas, and the earth’s 
radius, 800 yojanas, would accordingly subtend an angle of 53' 20'' — the 
latter angle, 53' 20", is, according to the system of the Surya-Siddhanta, 
the moon’s parallax, when in the horizon and at her mean distance. 
This is considerably less than the actual value of the quantity, as deter- 
mined by modern science, namely 57" 1'; and it is practically, in the 
calculation of solar eclipses, still farther lessened by S' 51", the excess 
of the value assigned to the sun’s horizontal parallax, as we shall see 
farther on. Of the variation in the parallax, due to the varying distance 
of the moon, the Hindu system makes no account : the variation is actu- 
vol. vi. 35 
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ally nearly 8', being from 53' 48", at tbe apogee, to 61' 24", at the 
perigee. 

How the amount of the parallax was determined by the Hindus — if, 
indeed, they had the instruments and the skill in observation requisite 
for making themselves an independent determination of it — we are not 
informed. It is not to be supposed, however, that an actual estimate of 
the mean horizontal parallax as precisely 53' 20" lies at the foundation 
of the other elements which seem to rest upon it ; for, in the making 
up of the artificial Hindu system, all these elements have been modified 
and adapted to one another in such a manner as to produce certain 
whole numbers as their results, and so to be of more convenient use. 

From this parallax the moon’s distance may be deduced by the pro- 
portion 

sin 53' o.o" : R : : earth’s rad. : moon’s dist. 
or 53 'J- : 3438' :: 8ooy : 5 1,5707 

The radius of the moon’s orbit, then, is 51,570 yojanas, or, in terms of 
the earth’s radius, 64.47. The true value of the moon’s mean distance 
is 59.96 radii of the earth. 

The farther proportion 

3438' : 54oo' : : 5j,570j : 8i,oooy 

would give, as the value of a quadrant of the moon’s orbit, 81,000 yoja- 
nas, and, as the whole orbit, 324,000 yojanas. This is, in fact, the cir- 
cumference of the orbit assumed by the system, and stated in another 
place (xii. 85). Since, however, the moon’s distance is nowhere assumed 
as an element in any of the processes of the system, and is even directed 
(xii. 84) to be found from the circumference of the orbit by the false 
ratio of 1 rv'lO, it is probable that it was also made no account of in 
constructing the system, and that the relations of the moon’s parallax 
and orbit were fixed by some such proportion as 
53' oo" : 36o° : : 8ooy : 324.oooy 

The moon’s orbit being 324,000 yojanas, the assignment of 480 yoja- 
nas as her diameter implies a determination of her apparent diameter 
at her mean distance as 32'; since 

36o° :3a':: 3 24,0007 : 48oy 

The moon’s mean apparent diameter is actually 31' 7". 

In order to understand, farther, how the dimensions of the sun’s orbit 
and of the sun himself are determined by the Hindus, we have to notice 
that, the moon’s orbit being 324,000 yojanas, and her time of sidereal 
revolution 27 d .32167416, the amount of her mean daily motion is 
11,8587.717. The Hindu system now assumes that this is the precise 
amount of the actual mean daily motion, in space, of all the planets, 
and ascertains the dimensions of their several orbits bv multiplying it 
by the periodic time of revolution of each (see below, xii. 80-90)” The 
length of the sidereal year being 365 d . 25875648, the sun’s orbit is, as 
stated elsewhere (xii, 86), 4,331,500 yojanas. From a quadrant of this, 
by the ratio 5400' : 3438', we derive' the sun’s distance from the earthi 
689,430 yojanas, or 861.8 radii of the earth. This is vastly less than 
his true distance, which is about 24,000 radii. His horizontal parallax 
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is, of course, proportionally over-estimated, being made to be nearly 4' 
(more exactly, 3 ; 59".4), instead of 8".6, its true value, an amount so 
small that it should properly have been neglected as inappreciable. 

It is an important property of the parallaxes of the sun and moon, 
resulting from the manner in which the relative distances of the latter 
from the earth are determined, that they are to one another as the mean 
daily motions of the planets respectively : that is to say, 

53' 20 " : 3' 5 9 " : : 790' 35" : 5 9 ' 8" 

Each is likewise very nearly one fifteenth of the whole mean daily 
motion, or equivalent to the amount of arc traversed by each planet in 
4 nhdis ; the difference being, for the moon, about 38", for the sun, 
about 3". We shall see that, in the calculations of the next chapter, 
these differences are neglected, and the parallax taken as equal, in each 
case, to the mean motion during 4 uadis. 

The circumference of the sun’s orbit being 4,331,500 yojanas, the 
assignment of 6500 yojanas as his diameter implies that his mean appar- 
ent diameter was considered to be 32' 24".8 ; for 

36o° : 32' 24".8 : : 4,33i,5oor : 65oo* 

The true value of the sun’s apparent diameter at his mean distance is 
32' 3".6. 

The results arrived at by the Greek astronomers relative to the paral- 
lax, distance, and magnitude of the sun and moon are not greatly dis- 
cordant with those here presented. Hipparchus found the moon’s hori- 
zontal parallax to be 57': Aristarchus had previously, by observation 
upon the angular distance of thejpn and moon when the latter is half- 
illuminated, made their relative distances to be as 19 to 1 ; this gave 
Hipparchus 3' as the sun’s parallax. Ptolemy makes the mean dis- 
tances of the sun and moon from the earth equal to 1210 and 59 radii 
of the earth, and their parallaxes 2' 51" and 58' 14" respectively: he 
also states the diameter of the moon, earth, and sun to be as 1,3$, 18$, 
while the Hindus make them as 1,3$, and 13$$, and their true values, 
as determined by modern science, are as 1,3$, and 41 2f, nearly. 

2. These diameters, each multiplied by the true motion, and 
divided by the mean motion, of its own planet, give the cor- 
rected ( sphuta ) diameters. If that of the sun be multiplied by 
the number of the sun’s revolutions in an Age, and divided by 
that of the moon’s, 

3. Or if it be multiplied by the moon’s orbit Qcaksha), and 
divided by the sun’s orbit, the result will be its diameter upon 
the moon’s orbit : all these, divided by fifteen, give the measures 
of the diameters in minutes. 

The absolute values of the diameters of the sun and moon being 
stated in yojanas, it is required to find their apparent values, in minutes 
of arc. In order to this, they are projected upon the moon’s orbit, or 
upon a circle described about the earth at the moon’s mean distance, of 
which circle — since 324,000 -j- 2 1,600=1 5 — one minute is equivalent 
to fifteen yojanas. 
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The method of the process will be made clear by the annexed figure 
(Pig. 19). Let E be the earth’s place, EM or E m the mean distance of 


Fig. 19. 



the moon, and ES the mean distance of the sun. Let TU equal the 
sun’s diameter, 65007. But now let the sun be at the greater distance 
ES ; : the part of his mean orbit which his disk will cover will no longer 
be TU, but a less quantity, t u , and tu will be to TL T , or T' L', as ES 
toES'. But the text is not willing to acknowledge here, anymore 
than in the second chapter, an actual inequality in the distance of the 
sun from the earth at different times, even though that inequality be 
most unequivocally implied in the processes it prescribes : so, instead of 
calculating E S' as well as E S, which the method of epicycles affords 
full facilities for doing, it substitutes, for the ratio of ES to ES', the 
inverse ratio of the daily motion at the mean distance E S to that at the 
true distance ES'. The ratios, however, are not precisely eqnal. The 
arc am (Fig. 4, p. 211) of the eccentric circle is supposed to be trav- 
ersed by the sun or moon with a uniform velocity. If, then, the motion 
at any given point, as m, were perpejglicnlar to E m, the apparent mo- 
tion would be inversely as the distance. But the motion at m is per- 
pendicular to e m instead of E m. The resulting error, it is true, and 
especially in the case of the sun, is not very great. It may be added 
that the eccentric circle which best represents the apparent motions of 
the sun and moon in their elliptic orbits, gives much more imperfectly 
the distances and apparent diameters of those bodies. The value of tu, 
however, being thus at least approximately determined, V u>, the arc of 
the moon’s mean orbit subtended by it, is then found by the proportion 
ES ;Em (or EM) : :tu: l'u' — excepting that here, again, for the ratio 
of the distances, E S and E M, is substituted either that of the whole 
circumferences of which they are respectively the radii, or the inverse 
ratio of the number of revolutions in a given time of the two planets, 
which, as shown in the note to the preceding passage, is the same 
thing. Having thus ascertained the value of l'u 1 in yojanas, division 
by 15 gives us the number of minutes in the arc V u‘, or in the an<de 
v E u 1 . 

In like manner, if the moon be at less than her mean distance from 
the earth, as E M', she will subtend an arc of her mean orbit n o, rreater 
than N O, her tme diameter ; the value of n o, in yojanas and in minutes, 
is found by a method precisely similar to that already described. 

There is hardly in the whole treatise a more curious instance than 
this of the mingling together of true theory and false assumption in the 
same process, and of the concealment of the real character of a process 
hy substituting other and equivalent data for its true elements. 

r 
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We meet for the first time, in this passage, the term employed in the 
treatise to designate a planetar}' orbit, namely kakshd, literally “ border, 
girdle, periphery.” The value finally obtained for the apparent diame- 
ter of the sun or moon, as later of the shadow, is styled its maria, 
“ measure.” 

In order to furnish a practical illustration of the processes taught in 
this chapter, we have calculated in full, by the methods and elements of 
the Surya-Siddhanta, the lunar eclipse of Feb. 6th, 1860. Rather, how- 
ever, than present the calculation piecemeal, and with its different pro- 
cesses severed from their natural connection, and arranged under the 
passages to which they severally belong, we have preferred to give it 
entire in the Appendix, whither the reader is referred for it. 

4. Multiply the earth’s diameter by the true daily motion of 
the moon, and divide by her mean motion: the result is the 
earth’s corrected diameter (sued). The difference between the 
earth’s diameter and the corrected diameter of the sun 

5. Is to be multiplied by the moon’s mean diameter, and divi- 
ded by the sun’s mean diameter: subtract the result from the 
earth’s corrected diameter (sun), and the remainder is the diam- 
eter of the shadow ; which is reduced to minutes as before. 

The method employed in this process for finding the diameter of the 
earth’s shadow upon the moon’s mean orbit may be explained by the 
aid of the following figure (Fig. 20). 

As in the last figure, let E represent the earth’s place, S and M points 
in the mean orbits of the sun and moon, and M' the moon’s actual 
place. Let t u be the sun’s corrected diameter, or the part of his mean 
orbit which his disk at its actual distance covers, ascertained as directed 
in the preceding passage, and let F G be the earth’s diameter. Through 

Fig. 20. 



F and G draw vF/and to Gy parallel to SM, and also tFh and uGk : 
then hk will be the diameter of the shadow where the moon actually 
enters it. The value of h k evidently equals / y (or FG)— (fh-\-gk) ; 
and the value of fh-\-gk may be found by the proportion 

Fv (or ES) : t v-\-w u (or/« — FG) : : F/(or EM') : fh-\-gk 

But the Hindu system provides no method of measuring the angular 
value of quantities at the distance E M', nor does it ascertain the value 
of E M' itself : and as, in the last process, the diameter of the moon 
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was reduced, for measurement, to its value at the distance EM', so, to 
be made commensurate with it, all the data of this process must be 
similarly modified. That is to say, the proportion 
EM' : EM : : fg :fg' 

— substituting, as before, the ratio of the moon’s mean to her true 
motion for that of EM' to EM — gives fg 1 , which the text calls the 
suet : the word means literally “ needle, pyramid we do not see pre- 
cisely how it comes to be employed to designate the quantity./’^', and 
have translated it, for lack of a better term, and in analogy with the 
language of the text respecting the diameters of the sun and moon, 
“ corrected diameter of the earth.” It is also evident that 

E M' : fh+g I::EM :f h'+g'k’ 

hence, substituting the latter of these ratios for the former in our first 
proportion, and inverting the middle terms, we have 

ES: EM :/£'+</*' 

Once more, now, we have a substitution of ratios, E S : E M being re- 
placed by the ratio of the sun’s mean diameter to that of the moon. 
In this there is a slight inaccuracy. The substitution proceeds upon the 
assumption that the mean apparent values of the diameters of the sun 
and moon are precisely equal, in which case, of course, their absolute 
diameters would be as their distances ; but we have seen, in the note to 
the first verse of this chapter, that the moon’s mean angular diameter is 
made a little less than the sun’s, the former being 32', the latter 32' 24".8. 
The error is evidently neglected as being too small to impair sensibly the 
correctness of the result obtained : it is not easy to see, however, why we 
do not have the ratio of the mean distances represented here, as in verses 
2 and 3, by that of the orbits, or by that of the revolutions in an Age 
taken inversely. The substitution being made, we have the final propor- 
tion on which the rule in the text is based, viz., the sun’s mean diameter 
is to the moon’s mean diameter as the excess of the sun’s corrected 
diameter over the actual diameter of the earth is to a quantity which, 
being subtracted from the suet, or corrected diameter of the earth, leaves 
as a remainder the diameter of the shadow as projected upon the moon’s 
mean orbit : it is expressed in yojanas, but is reduced to minutes, as 
before, by dividing by fifteen. The earth’s penumbra is not taken into 
account in the Hindu process of calculation of an eclipse. 

The lines fg,f g’, etc., are treated here as if they were straight lines, 
instead of arcs of the moon’s orbit : but the inaccuracy never comes to 
be of any account practically, since the value of these lines always falls 
inside of the limits within which the Hindu methods of calculation 
recognize no difference between an arc and its sine. 

6. The earth’s shadow is distant half the signs from the sun : 
when the longitude of the moon’s node is the same with that of 
the shadow, or with that of the sun, or when it is a few degrees 
greater or less, there will be an eclipse. 

To the specifications of this verse we need to add, of course, “ at the 
time of conjunction or of opposition.” 
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It will be noticed that no attempt is made here to define the lunar 
and solar ecliptic limits, or the distances from the moon’s node within 
which eclipses are possible. Those limits are, for the moon, nearly 12° ; 
for the sun, more than 17°. 

The word used to designate “eclipse,” grahana , means literally 
“ seizure” : it, with other kindred terms, to be noticed later, exhibits the 
influence of the primitive theory of eclipses, as seizures of the heavenly 
bodies by the monster Rahu. In verses 17 and 19, below, instead of 
grahana we have graka, another derivative from the same root grah or 
grabh, “ grasp, seize.” Elsewhere graha never occurs except as signifying 
“ planet, and it is the only word which the Shrya-Siddhanta employs 
with that signification : as so used, it is an active instead of a passive 
derivative, meaning “ seizer,” and its application to the planets is due 
to the astrological conception of them, as powers which “ lay hold upon” 
the fates of men with their supernatural influences. 

7. The longitudes of the sun and moon, at the moment of 
the end of the day of new moon (amdvdsyd), are equal, in signs, 
etc. ; at the end of the day of full moon (paurnamdsi) they are 
equal in degrees, etc., at a distance of half the signs. 

8. When diminished or increased by the proper equation of 
motion for the time, past or to come, of opposition or conjunc- 
tion, they are made to agree, to minutes : the place of the node 
at the same time is treated in the contrary manner. 

The very general directions and explanations contained in verses 6, 7, 
and 9 seem out of place here in the middle of the chapter, and would 
have more properly constituted its introduction. The process prescribed 
in verse 8, also, which has for its object the determination of the longi- 
tudes of the sun, moon, and moon’s node, at the moment of opposition 
or conjunction, ought no less, it would appear, to precede the ascertain- 
ment of the true motions, and of the measures of the disks and shadow, 
already explained. Yerse 8, indeed, by the lack of connection in which 
it stands, and by the obscurity of its language, furnishes a striking in- 
stance of the want of precision and intelligibility so often characteristic 
of the treatise. The subject of the verse, which requires to be supplied, 
is, “ the longitudes of the sun and moon at the instant of midnight next 
preceding or following the given opposition or conjunction” ; that being 
the time for which the true longitudes and motions are first calculated, 
in order to test the question of the probability of an eclipse. If there 
appears to be such a probability, the next step is to ascertain the inter- 
val between midnight and the moment of opposition or conjunction, 
past or to come : this is done by the method taught in ii. 66, or by some 
other analogous process : the instant of the occurrence of opposition or 
conjunction, in local time, counted from sunrise of the place of observa- 
tion, must also be determined, by ascertaining the interval between mean 
and apparent midnight (ii. 46), the length of the complete day (ii. 59), 
and of its parts (ii. 60-63), etc. ; the whole process is sufficiently illus- 
trated by the two examples of the calculation of eclipses given in the 
Appendix. When we have thus found the interval between midnight 
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and the moment of opposition or conjunction, verse 8 teaches us how to 
ascertain the true longitudes for that moment: it is by calculating — in 
the manner taught in i. 67, but with the true daily motions — the 
amount of motion of the sun, moon, and node during the interval, and 
applying it as a corrective equation to the longitude of each at mid- 
night, subtracting in the case of the sun and moon, and adding in the 
case of the node, if the moment was then already past ; and the con- 
trarv, if it was still to come. Then, if the process has been correctly 
performed, the longitudes of the sun and moon will be found to corres- 
pond, in the manner required by verse 7. 

For the days of new and full moon, and their appellations, see the 
$ note to ii. 66, above. The technical expression employed here, as in 
one or two other passages, to designate the “ moment of opposition or 
conjunction” is parvan&dyas, “nadis of the parvan ,” or “time of the 
parvan in nadis, etc. : ” parvan means literally “ knob, joint,” and is fre- 
quently applied, as in this term, to denote a conjuncture, the moment 
that distinguishes and separates two intervals, and especially one that is 
of prominence and importance. 

9. The moon is the eclipser of the sun, coming to stand under- 
neath it, like a cloud : the moon, moving eastward, enters the 
earth’s shadow, and the latter becomes its eclipser. 

The names given to the eclipsed and eclipsing bodies are either ch.adya 
and, as here, chadaka , “the body to be obscured” and “the obscurer,” 
or grahya and grahaka, “the body to be seized” and “the seizer.” 
The latter terms are akin with grahana and graha, spoken of above 
(note to v. 6), and represent the ancient theory of the phenomena, while 
the others are derived from their modern and scientific explanation, as 
given in this verse. 

10. Subtract the moon’s latitude at the time of opposition or 
conjunction from half the sum of the measures of the eclipsed 
and eclipsing bodies : whatever the remainder is, that is said to 
be the amount obscured. 

11. When that remainder is greater than the eclipsed body, 
the eclipse is total; when the contrary, it is partial; when the 
latitude is greater than the half sum, there takes place no obscu- 
ration ( grdsa ). 

It is sufficiently evident that when, at the moment of opposition, the 
moon’s latitude — which is the distance of her centre from the ecliptic, 
where is the centre of the shadow — is equal to the sum of the radii of 
her disk and of the shadow, the disk and the shadow will just touch one 
another; and that, on the other hand, the moon will, at the moment of 
opposition, be so far immersed in the shadow as her latitude is less than 
the sum of the radii : and so in like manner for the sun, with due allow- 
ance for parallax. The Hindu mode of reckoning the amount eclipsed 
is not by digits, or twelfths of the diameter of the eclipsed body, which 
method we have inherited from the Greeks, but by minutes. 
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The word ffrdsa, used in verse 11 for obscuration or eclipse, means 
literally “ eating, devouring,” and so speaks more distinctly than any 
other term we have had of the old theory of the physical cause of 
eclipses. 

12. Divide by two the sum and difference respectively of the 
eclipsed and eclipsing bodies: from the square of each of the 
resulting quantities subtract the square of the latitude, and take 
the square roots of the two remainders. 

13. These, multiplied by sixty and divided by the difference 
of the daily motions of the sun and moon, give, in nadis, etc., 
half the duration (sthiti) of the eclipse, and half the time of total 
obscuration. 

These rules for finding the intervals of time between the moment 
of opposition or conjunction in longitude, which is regarded as the 
middle of the eclipse, and the moments of first and last contact, and, in 
a total eclipse, of the beginning and end of total obscuration, may be 
illustrated by help of the annexed figure (Fig. 21). 

Let E C L represent the ecliptic, the point C being the centre of the 
shadowq and let CD be the moon’s latitude at the moment of opposi- 
ng. 21. 


« 

< 



tion; which, for the present, we will suppose to remain unchanged 
through the whole continuance of the eclipse. It is evident that the 
first contact of the moon with the shadow will take place when, in the 
triangle CAM, AC equals the moon’s distance in longitude from the 
centre of the shadow, A M her latitude, and C M the sum of her radius 
and that of the shadow. In like manner, the moon will disappear en- 
tirely within the shadow when B C equals her distance in longitude from 
the centre of the shadow, B X her latitude, and C N the difference of 
the two radii. Upon subtracting, then, the square of AM orBN from 
those of C M and C N respectively, and taking the square roots of the 
remainders, we shall have the values of AC and BC in minutes. These 
may be reduced to time by the following proportion : as the excess at 
vol. vi. 36 
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the given time of the moon’s true motion in a day over that of the sun 
is to a day, or sixty n&dis, so are A C and B C, the amounts which the 
moon has to gain in longitude upon the sun between the moments of 
contact and immersion respectively and the moment of opposition, to 
the corresponding intervals of time. 

But the process, as thus conducted, involves a serious error: the 
moon’s latitude, instead of remaining constant during the eclipse, is con- 
stantly and sensibly changing. Thus, in the figure above, of which the 
conditions are those found by the Hindu processes for the eclipse of Feb. 
6th, 1860, the moon’s path, instead of being upon the line HK, parallel 
to the ecliptic, is really upon Q R. The object of the process next 
taught is to get rid of this error. 

14. Multiply the daily motions by the half-duration, in uadis, 
and divide by sixty : the result, in minutes, subtract for the time 
of contact {pragraha), and add for that of separation ( moksha ), 
respectively ; 

15. By the latitudes thence derived, the half- duration, and 
likewise the half-time of total obscuration, are to be calculated 
anew, and the process repeated. In the case of the node, the 
proper correction, in minutes, etc., is to be applied in the con- 
trary manner. 

This method of eliminating the error involved in the supposition of 
a constant latitude, and of obtaining another and more accurate deter- 
mination of the intervals between the moment of opposition and those 
of first and last contact, and of immersion and emergence, is by a series 
of successive approximations. For instance : A C, as already determined, 
being assumed as the interval between opposition and first contact, a 
new calculation of the moon’s longitude is made for the moment A, and, 
with this and the sum of the radii, a new value is found for A C. But 
now, as the position of A is changed, the former determination of its 
latitude is vitiated and must be made anew, and made to furnish anew 
a corrected value of A C ; and so on, until the position of A is fixed 
with the degree of accuracy required. The process must be conducted 
separately, of course, for each of the four quantities affected ; since, where 
latitude is increasing, as in the case illustrated, the true values of A C 
and B C will be greater than their mean values, while G C and F C, the 
true intervals in the after part of the eclipse, will be less than A C and 
BC : and the contrary when latitude is decreasing. 

We have, illustrated these processes by reference only to a lunar 
eclipse : their application to the conditions of a solar eclipse requires 
the introduction of another element, that of the parallax, and will be 
explained in the notes upon the next chapter. 

The first contact of the eclipsed and eclipsing bodies is styled in this 
passage pragraha, “seizing upon, laying hold of;” elsewhere it is also 
called grdsa, “devouring,” and sparga, “touching:” the last contact, or 
separation, is named moksha, “ release, letting go.” The whole duration 
of the. eclipse, from contact to separation, is the sihiti, “ stay, continu- 
ance;” total obscuration is vimarda, “crushing out, entire destruction.” 



279 


iv. 21.] Sarya-Siddhdnta. 

16. The middle of the eclipse is to be regarded as occurring 
at the true close of the lunar day : if from that time the time of 
half-duration be subtracted, the moment of contact ( grasa ) is 
found ; if the same be added, the moment of separation. 

17. In like manner also, if from and to it there be subtracted 
and added, in the case of a total eclipse, the half-time of total 
obscuration, the results will be the moments called those of im- 
mersion and emergence. 

The instant of true opposition, or of apparent conjunction (see below, 
under ch. v. 9), in longitude, of the sun and moon, is to be taken as the 
middle of the eclipse, even though, owing to the motion of the moon in 
latitude, and also, in a solar eclipse, to parallax, that instant is not mid- 
way between those of contact and separation, or of immersion and 
emergence. To ascertain the moment of local time of each of these 
phases of the eclipse, we subtract and add, from and to the local time 
of opposition or conjunction, the true intervals found by the processes 
described in verses 12 to 15. 

The total disappearance of the eclipsed body within, or behind, the 
eclipsing bodj(M»ealled nimilana, literally the “ closure of the eyelids, 
as in winking HRs first commencement of reappearance is styled unmi- 
lana, “ parting of the eyelids, peeping.” We translate the terms by 
“immersion” and “ emergence” respectively. 

18. If from half the duration of the eclipse any given interval 
be subtracted, and the remainder multiplied by the difference of 
the daily motions of the sun and moon, and divided by sixty, the 
result will be the perpendicular ( koti ) in minutes. 

19. In the case of an eclipse ( graha ) of the sun, the perpen- 
dicular in minutes is to be multiplied by the mean half-duration, 
and divided by the true ( sphuta ) half-duration, to give the true 
perpendicular in minutes. 

20. The latitude is the base ( bhuja ) : the square root of the 
sum of their squares is the hypothenuse ( crava ) : subtract this 
from half the sum of the measures, and the remainder is the 
amount of obscuration (grasa) at the given time. 

21. If that time be after the middle of the eclipse, subtract 
the interval from the half-duration on the side of separation, and 
treat the remainder as before : the result is the amount remaining 
obscured on the side of separation. 

The object of the process taught in this passage is to determine the 
amount of obscuration of the eclipsed body at any given moment during 
the continuance of the eclipse. It, as well as that prescribed in the 
following passage, is a variation of that which forms the subject of verses 
12 and 13 above, being founded, like the latter, upon a consideration of 
the right-angled triangle formed by the line joining the centres of the 
eclipsed and eclipsing bodies as hypothenuse, the difference of their 
longitudes as perpendicular, and the moon’s latitude as base. And 
whereas, in the former problem, we had the base and hypothenuse given 
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to find the perpendicular, here we have the base and perpendicular given 
to find the hypothenuse. The perpendicular is furnished us in time, 
and the rule supposes it to be stated in the form of the interval between 
the given moment and that of contact or of separation : a form to 
which, of course, it may readily be reduced from any other mode of 
statement. The interval of time is reduced to its equivalent as differ- 
ence of longitude by a proportion the reverse of that given in verse 13, 
by which difference of longitude was converted into time ; the moon’s 
latitude is then calculated ; from the two the hypothenuse is deduced ; 
and the comparison of this with the sum of the radii gives the measure 
of the amount of obscuration. 

Verse 21 seems altogether superfluous : it merely states the method of 
proceeding in case the time given falls anywhere between the middle and 
the end of the eclipse, as if the specifications of the preceding verses ap- 
plied only to a time occurring before the middle : whereas they are gen- 
eral in their character, and include the former case no less than the latter. 

When the eclipse is one of the sun, allowance needs to be made for 
the variation of parallax during its continuance ; this is done by the 
process described in verse 19, of which the explanatiotysill be given in 
the notes to the next chapter (vv. 14-17). 

In verse 20, for the first and only time, we have latifl||Pcalled kshepa, 
instead of vikshepa, as elsewhere. In the same verse, the term employed 
for “hypothenuse” is p-ava, “hearing, organ of hearing;” this, as well 
as the kindred fravana, which is also once or twice employed, is a syno- 
nym- of the ordinary term karna, which means literally “ ear.” It is 
difficult to see upon what conception their employment in this significa- 
tion is founded. 

22. From half the sum of the eclipsed and eclipsing bodies 
subtract any given amount of obscuration, in minutes : from the 
square of the remainder subtract the square of the latitude at 
the time, and take the square root of their difference. 

23. The result is the perpendicular (koti) in minutes — which, 
in an eclipse of the sun, is to be multiplied by the true, and 
divided by the mean, half-duration — and this, converted into 
tiwq, by the same manner as when finding the duration of the 
eeKf&e, gives the time of the given amount of obscuration ( grasa ). 

The conditions of this problem are precisely the same with those of 
the problem stated above, in verses 12-15, excepting that here, instead 
of requiring the instant of time when obscuration commences, or becomes 
total, we desire to know when it will be of a certain given amount. 
The solution must be, as before, by a succession of approximative steps, 
since, the time not being fixed, the corresponding latitude of the moon 
cannot be otherwise determined. 

24. Multiply the sine of the hour-angle ( nata ) by the sine of 
the latitude (aksha), and divide by radius : tbe arc correspond- 
ing to the result is the degrees of deflection ( valandngds ), which 
are north and south in the eastern and western hemispheres 
(kapdla) respectively. 
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25. From the position of the eclipsed body increased by three 
signs calculate the degrees of declination : add them to the de- 
grees of deflection, if of like direction ; take their difference, if of 
different direction: the corresponding sine is the deflection ( va - 
lana) — in digits, when divided by seventy. 

This process requires to be performed only when it is desired to pro- 
ject an eclipse. In making a projection according to the Hindu method, 
as will be seen in connection with the sixth chapter, the eclipsed bod v 
is represented as fixed in the centre of the figure, with a north and 
south line, and an east and west line, drawn through it. The absolute 
position of these lines upon the disk of the eclipsed body is, of course, 
all the time changing : but the change is, in the case of the sun, not 
observable, and in the case of the moon it is disregarded : the Surya- 
Siddhanta takes no notice of the figure visible in the moon’s face as 
determining any fixed and natural directions upon her disk. It is de- 
sired to represent to the eye, by the figure drawn, where, with reference 
to the north, south, east, and west points of the moment, the contact, im- 
mersion, emergence, separation, or other phases of the eclipse, will take 
place. In order to this, it is necessary to know what is, at each given 
moment, the direction of the ecliptic, in which the motions of both 
eclipsed and eclipsing bodies are made. The east and west direction is 
represented by a small circle drawn through the eclipsed body, parallel 
to the prime vertical ; the north and south direction, by a great circle 
passing through the body and through the north and south points of 
the horizon : and the direction of the ecliptic is determined by ascer- 
certaining the angular 
amount of its deflection 
from the small east and 
west circle at the point 
occupied by the eclipsed 
body. Thus, in the an- 
nexed figure (Fig. 22), 
if M be the place of 
the eclipsed body upon 
the ecliptic, C L, and if 
EW be the small east 
and west circle drawn 
through M parallel with 
E' Z, the prime vertical, then the deflection will be the angle made at M 
by C M and E M, which is equal to P' M N, the angle made by perpen- 
diculars to the two circles drawn from their respective poles. In order 
to find the value of this angle, a double process is adopted: first, the 
angle made at M by the two small circles E M and D M, which is equiv- 
alent to P M N, is approximately determined : as this depends for its 
amount upon the observer’s latitude, being nothing in a right sphere, it 
is called by the commentary aksha valana, “ the deflection due to lati- 
tude :” the text calls it simply valanan^as, “ degrees of deflection,” since 
it does not, like the net result of the whole operation, require to be ex- 
pressed in terms of its sine. Next, the angle made at 11 by the ecliptic, 
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C L, and the circle of daily revolntion, D R, which angle is equal to 
P M P', is also measured : this the commentary calls ay ana valana, “the 
deflection due to the deviation of the ecliptic from the equator the 
text has no special name for it. The sum of these two results, or their 
difference, as the case may be, is the valana, or the deflection of the 
ecliptic from the small east and west circle at M, or the angle P' M N. 

In explaining the method and value of these processes, we will com- 
mence with the second one, or with that by which P M P', the ay ana 
valana , is found. In the following figure (Fig. 23), let O Q be the 
equator, and M L the ecliptic, P and P' being their respective poles. 
Let M be the point at which the amount of deflection of M L from the 
circle of diurnal revolution, D R, is sought. Let M L equal a quadrant • 
draw P' L, cutting the equator at Q ; 
as also P L, cutting it at B ; then draw 
P M and Q M. Now P'ML is a tri- 
quadrantal triangle, and hence M Q is 
a quadrant ; and therefore Q is a pole 
of the circle P O M, and Q O is also a 
quadrant, and Q M O is a right angle. 

But D R also makes right angles at M 
with P M ; hence Q M and D R are 
tangents to one another at M, and the 
spherical angle Q M L is equal to that 
which the ecliptic makes at M with the 
circle of declination, or to P M P' : and 
Q M L is measured by Q L. The rule 
given in the text produces a result which 
is a near approach to this, although not 
entirely accordant with it excepting at the solstice and equinox, the 
points where the deflection is greatest and where it is nothing. We 
are directed to reckon forward a quadrant from the position of the 
eclipsed body — that is, from M to L, in the figure — and then to calcu- 
late the declination at that point, which will be the amount of deflection. 
But the declination at L is B L, and since L B Q is a right-angled 
triangle, having a right aggie at B, and since LQ and LB are always 
less than quadrants, L B«Rst be less than L Q. The difference between 
them, however, can never be of more than trifling amount ; for, as the 
angle Q.LB increases, QL diminishes; and the contrary. 

In order to show how the Hindus have arrived at a determination of 
this part of the deflection so nearly correct, and yet not quite correct, 
we will cite the commentator’s explanation of the process. He says : 
“The ‘east’ (praci) of the equator [i. e., apparently, the point of the 
equator eastward toward which the small circle must be considered as 
pointing at M] is a point 90° distant from that where a circle drawn 
from the pole ( dhruva ) through the planet cuts the equator that is to 
say, it is the point Q (Fig. 23), a quadrant from O : “ and the interval 
by which this is separated from the ‘ east’ of the ecliptic at 90° from the 
planet, that is the ayana valana .” This is entirely correct, and would 
give us Q L, the true measure of the deflection. But the commentator 
goes on farther to say that since this interval, when the planet is at the 
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solstice, is nothing, and when at the equinox is equal to the greatest 
declination, it is therefore always equal to the declination at a quadrant’s 
distance from the planet. This is, as we have seen, a false conclusion, 
and leads to an erroneous result : whether they -who made the rule were 
aware of this, but deemed the process a convenient one, and its result a 
sufficiently near approximation to the truth, we will not venture to say. 

The other part of the operation, to determine the amount of deflec- 
tion of the circle of declination from the east and west small circle, is 
considerably more difficult, and the Hindu process correspondingly 
defective. We will first present the explanation of it which the com- 
mentator gives. He states the problem thus : “ by whatever interval 
the directions of the equator are deflected from directions correspond- 
ing to those of the prime vertical, northward or southward, that is the 
deflection due to latitude ( aksha va land). Now then : if a movable 
circle be drawn through the pole of the prime vertical ( sama ) and the 
point occupied by the planet [i. e., the circle N M S, Fig. 22], then the 
interval of the ‘ easts,’ at the distance of a quadrant upon each of the 
two circles, the equator and the prime vertical, from the points where 
they are respectively cut by that circle [i. e., from T and V] will be the 
deflection. . . . Now when the planet is at the horizon [as at D, referred 
to E'], then that interval is equal to the latitude [Z Q] ; when the nknet 
is upon the meridian ( y&myottaravrtta , “south and north circle”) p. e., 
when it is at R, referred to Q and Z], there is no interval [as at E']. 
Hence, by the following proportion — with a sine of the hour-angle 
w hich is equal to radius the sine of deflection for latitude is equal to 
the sine of latitude ; then with any given sine of the hour-angle what 
is it ? — a sine of latitude is found, of which the arc is the required de- 
flection for latitude.” This is, in the Hindu form of statement, the 
proportion represented by the rule in verse 24, viz. R : sin lat. : : sin 
hour-angle : sin deflection. 

It seems to us very questionable, at least, whether the Hindus had 
any more rigorous demonstration than this of the process they adopted, 
or knew wherein lay the inaccuracies of the latter. These we will now 
proceed to point out. In the first place, instead of measuring the angle 
made at the point in question, M, by the two small circles, the east and 
west circle and that of daily revolution — which would be the angle 
P M N — they refer the body to the equator by a circle passing through 
the north and south points of the horizon, and measure the deflection 
of the equator from a small east and west circle at its intersection with 
that circle — which is the angle P T N. Or, if we suppose that, in the 
process formerly explained, no regard was had to the circle of daily 
revolution, D R, the intention being to measure the difference in direc- 
tion of the ecliptic at M and the equator at O, then the two parts of 
the process are inconsistent in this, that the one takes as its equatorial 
point of measurement 0, and the other T, at which two points the 
direction of the equator is different. But neither is the value of P T N 
correctly found. For, in the spherical triangle P N T, to find the angle 
at T, we should make the proportion 

sin PT (or R) : sin P N : : sin PNT:sin PTN 
But, as the third term in this' proportion, the Hindus introduce the sine 
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of the hour-angl<|- ZPM or M P N, although with a certain modifica- 
tion which the commentary prescribes, and which mates of it some- 
thing very near the angle T P N. The text says simply natajyA, “ the 
sine of the hour-angle” (for nata, see notes to iii. 34—36, and 14-16), 
but the commentary specifies that, to find the desired angle in degrees, 
we must multiply the hour-angle in time by 90, and divide by the half- 
day of the planet. This is equivalent to making a quadrant of that 
part of the circle of diurnal revolution which is between the horizon 
and the meridian, or to measuring distances upon D R as if they were 
proportional parts of E' Q. To make the Hindu process correct, the 
product of this modification should be the angle P N T, with which, 
however, it only coincides at the horizon, where both TPN and T N P 
become right-angles, and at the meridian, where both are reduced to 
nullity. The error is closely analogous to that involved in the former 
process, and is of slight account when latitude is small, as is also the 
error in substituting T for O or M when neither the latitude nor the 
declination is great. 

The direction of the ecliptic deflection ( ayana valana ) is the same, 
evidently, with that of the declination a quadrant eastward from the 
point in question ; thus, in the case illustrated by the figure, it is south. 
The^irection of the equatorial deflection ( alcsha valana ) depends upon 
theqp>sition of the point considered with reference to the meridian, 
being — in northern latitudes, which alone the Hindu system contem- 
plates — north when that point is east of the meridian, and south when 
west of it, as specified in verse 24 : since, for instance, E' being the 
east point of the horizon, the equator at any point between E' and Q 
points, eastward, toward a point north of the prime vertical. In the 
case for which the figure is drawn, then, the difference of the two would 
be the finally resulting deflection. Since, in making the projection of 
the eclipse, it is laid off as a straight line (see the illustration given in 
connection with chapter vi), it must be reduced to its value as a sine ; 
and moreover, since it is laid down in a circle of which the radius is 
49 digits (see below, vi. 2), or in which one digit equals 70' — for 
3438'-i-49 = 70', nearly — that sine is reduced to its value in digits by 
dividing it by 70. 

The general subject of this passage, the determination of directions 
during an eclipse, for the purpose of establishing the positions, upon the 
disk of the eclipsed body, of the points of contact, immersion, emerg- 
ence, and separation, also engaged the attention of the Greeks ; Ptolemy 
devotes to it the eleventh and twelfth chapters of the sixth book of his 

» . taxis : his representation of directions, however, and consequently 
method of calculation also, arc different from those here exposed. 


26. To the altitude in time ( unnata ) add a day and a half, and 
divide by a half-day ; by the quotient divide the latitudes and 
the disks ; the results are the measures of those quantities in 
digits ( angula ). 


By this process due account is taken, in the projection of an eclipse, 
of the apparent increase in magnitude of the heavenly bodies when 
near the horizon. The theory lying at the foundation of the rule is this : 
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that three minutes of arc at the horizon, and four at the zenith, are 
equal to a digit, the difference between thesrtwo, or the excess above 
three minutes of the equivalent of a digit at the zenith, being one 
minute. To ascertain, then, what will be, at any given altitude, the 
excess above three minutes of the equivalent of a digit, we ought prop- 
erly, according to the commentary, to make the proportion 
R : 1' : : sin altitude : corresp. excess 

Since, however, it would be a long and tedious process to find the alti- 
tude and its sine, another and approximative proportion is substituted 
for this “ by the blessed Sun,” as the commentary phrases it, “ through 
compassion for mankind, and out of regard to the very slight difference 
between the two.” It is assumed that the scale of four minutes to the 
digit will be always the true one at the noon of the planet in question, 
or whenever it crosses the meridian, although not at the zenith ; and so 
likewise, that the relation of the altitude to 90° may be measured by 
that of the time since rising or until setting ( unnata — see above, iii. 
37-39) to a half-day. Hence the proportion becomes 

half-day : 1' : : altitude in time : corresp. excess 
and the excess of the digital equivalent above 3' equals 

Adding, now, the three minutes, and bringing them into the fractional 
expression, we have 

equiv. of digit in minutes at given time = <dt. ,n time^3^half d»y3 

The title of the fourth chapter is candragrahanadhihira, “ chapter of 
lunar eclipses,” as that of the fifth is suryagrahanadhikara, “ chapter of 
solar eclipses.” In truth, however, the processes and explanations of 
this chapter apply not less to solar than to lunar eclipses, while the next 
treats only of parallax, as entering into the calculation of a solar eclipse. 
We have taken the liberty, therefore, of modifying accordingly the 
headings which we have prefixed to the chapters. 


CHAPTER Y. 

Or PARALLAX IX A SOLAR ECLIPSE. 

Coimwre: — 1, when there is no parallax in longitude, or no parallax in latitude ; 
2, causes of parallax ; 3, to find the orient-sine ; 4-5, the meridian-siDe ; 5-7, and 
the sines of ecliptic zenith-distance and altitude ; 7-8, to find the amount, in time, 
of the parallax in longitude ; 9, its application in determining the moment of 
apparent conjunction; 10-11, to find the amountya arc, of the parallax in lati- 
tude; 12-13, its application in calculating an eclij*Bf 14-17, application of the 
parallax in longitude in determining the moments of contact, of separation, etc. 

1. When the sun’s place is coincident with the meridian 
ecliptic-point ( madhyalagna ), there takes place no parallax in 
voi. vi. 37 



286 


E. Burgess, etc.. 


[v.l. 


longitude (harija) : farther, when terrestrial latitude (aJcsha) and 
north declination of theltneridian ecliptic-point ( madhyabha ) are 
the same, there takes place no parallax in latitude ( avanati ). 


The latter of these specifications is entirely accurate : when the north 
declination of that point of the ecliptic which is at the moment upon 
the meridian ( madhyalagna ; see iii. 49) is equal to the observer’s lati- 
tude — regarded by the Hindus as always north — the ecliptic itself 
passes through the zenith, and becomes a vertical circle ; of course, then, 
the effect of parallax would be only to depress the body in that circle, 
not to throw it out of it. The other is less exact : when the sun is 
upon the meridian, there is, indeed, no parallax in right ascension, but 
there is parallax in longitude, unless the ecliptic is also bisected by the 
meridian. Here, as below, in verses 8 and 9, the text commits the 
inaccuracy of substituting the meridian ecliptic-point (L in Fig. 26) for 
the central or highest point of the ecliptic (B in the same figure). The 
latter point, although we are taught below (vv. 5-7) to calculate the sine 
and cosine of its zenith-distance, is not once distinctly mentioned in the 
text; the commentary calls it tribhonalagna , “the orient ecliptic-point 
(lagna — see above, iii. 46-48 : it is the point C in Fig. 26) less three 
signs.” The commentary points out this inaccuracy on the part of the text. 

In order to illustrate the Hindu method of looking at the subject of 
parallax, wc make the following citation from the general exposition of 
it given by the commentator under this verse : “ At the end of the day 
of new moon (am&vasya) the sun and moon have the same longitude ; 
if, now, the moon has no latitude, then a line drawn from the earth’s 


Fig. 24. 


centre [C m the accompanying 
figure] to the sun’s place [S] just 


touches the moon [M] : hence, 
at the centre, the moon becomes 
an eclipsing, and the sun an 
eclipsed, body. Since, however, 
men are not at the earth’s centre, 
( gtirbha , “ womb ”) but upon the 
earth’s surface ( prshtha , “ back”), 
a line drawn from the earth’s 
surface [B] up to the sun does 
not just touch the moon ; but it 
cuts the moon’s sphere above the 
point occupied by the moon [at 
m], and when the moon arrives 
at this point, then is she at the 
earth’s surface the eclipser of 
the sun. But when the sun is at 
the zenith ( khamadhya , “mid- 
rawn up to the sun from the earth’s centre 

> , cj — — Fthe same, touch the moon, and so the moon 

becomes an eclipsing body at the end of the dav of new moon. Hence 
too, the interval [M m ] of the lines from the e'arth’s centre and airface 
is the parallax ( Jambnna ).” 



heaven”), then the lin 1 
and surface, being one ai 
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It is evident from this explication how far the Hindu view of parallax 
is coincident with our own. The principle is the same, but its applica- 
tion is somewhat different. Instead of taking the parallax absolutely, 
determining that for the sun, which is BSC, and that for the moon, 
which is B M C, the Hindus look at the subject practically, as it must be 
taken account of in the calculation of an eclipse, and calculate only the 
difference of the two parallaxes, which is m B M, or, what is virtually 
the same thing, 11 C m. The Surya-Siddhanta, however, as we shall see 
hereafter more plainly, takes no account of any case in which the line 
C S would not pass through II, that is to say, the moon's latitude is 
neglected, and her parallax calculated as if she were in the ecliptic. 

We cite farther from the commentary, in illustration of the resolution 
of the parallax into parallax in longitude and parallax in latitude. 

“l r ow by how many degrees, measured on the moon’s sphere (gold), 
the line drawn from the earth’s surface up to the sun cuts the moon’s 
vertical circle ( drgvrtta ) above the point occupied by the moon — this is, 
when the vertical circle and the ecliptic coincide, the moon’s parallax in 
longitude (lambana). But when the ecliptic deviates from a vertical 
circle, then, to the point where the line from the earth’s surface cuts the 
moon’s sphere on the moon’s vertical circle above the moon [i. e., to m. 

Fig. 25], draw through the pole 
of the ecliptic ( kadamba ) a cir- 
cle [P' m n'\ north and south to 
the ecliptic on the moon’s sphere 
[M n'] : and then the east and 
west interval [Ms 1 ] on the eclip- 
tic between the point occupied 
by the moon [M] and the point 
where the circle as drawn cuts 
the ecliptic on the moon’s sphere 
[n'] is the moon’s true ( sphuta ) 
parallax in longitude, in minutes, and is the perpendicular (koti). And 
since the moon moves along with the ecliptic, the north and south inter- 
val, upon the circle we have drawn, between the ecliptic and the vertical 
circle [ m n'J is, in minutes, the parallax in latitude (nati) ; which is the 
base (hhuja). The interval, in minutes, on the vertical circle [Z A], 
between the lines from the earth’s centre and surface \m MJ, is the ver- 
tical parallax (drglambarut), and the hypothenuse.” 

The conception here presented, it will be noticed, is jgiat the moon’s 
path, or the “ ecliptic on the moon’s sphere,” is depressed away from 
C L, which might be called the “ ecliptic on the sun’s sphere,” to an 
amount measured as latitude by m n', and as longitude by n' M. To 
our apprehension, m n M, rather than m n' M, would be the triangle of 
resolution : the two are virtually equal. 

The commentary then goes on farther to explain that when the ver- 
tical circle and the secondary to the ecliptic coincide, the parallax in 
longitude disappears, the whole vertical parallax becoming parallax in 
latitude : and again, when the vertical circle and the ecliptic coincide, 
the parallax in latitude disappears, the whole vertical parallax becoming 
parallax in longitude. 


Fiff. 25. 


y. 
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The term uniformly employed by the commentary, and more usually 
by the text, to express parallax in longitude, namely lambana, is from 
the same root which we have already more than once had occasion to 
notice (see above, under i. 25, 60), and means literally “hanging down- 
ward.” In this verse, as once or twice later (vv. 14, 16), the text uses 
harija, which the commentary explains as equivalent to kshitija, “ pro- 
duced by the earth this does not seem very plausible, but we have 
nothing better to suggest. For parallax in latitude the text presents 
only the term avanati, “ bending downward, depression the commen- 
tary always substitutes for it nati, which has nearly the same sense, and 
is the customary modem term. , 

2. How parallax in latitude arises by reason of the difference 
of place ( deqa ) and time (Mia), and also parallax in longitude 
(lambana) from direction (dig) eastward or the contrary — that is 
now to be explained. 

This distribution of the three elements of direction, place, and time, 
as causes respectively of parallax in longitude and in latitude, is some- 
what arbitrary. The verse is to be taken, however, rather as a general 
introduction to the subject of the chapter, than as a systematic state- 
ment of the causes of parallax. 

3. Calculate, by the equivalents in oblique ascension (udayd- 
savas) of the observer’s place, the orient ecliptic-point (lagna) for 
the moment of conjunction (parvavinadyas) : multiply the sine 
of its longitude by the sine of greatest declination, and divide 
by the sine of co-latitude (Jamba): the result is the quantity 
known as the orient-sine (udaya). 

The object of this first step in the rather tedious operation of calcu- 
lating the parallax is to find tor a given moment — here the moment of 
true conjunction — the sine of amplitude of that point of the ecliptic 
which is then upon the eastern horizon. In the first place the longitude 
of that point (layna) is determined, by the data and methods taught 
above, in iii. 46-48, and which are sufficiently explained in the note to 
that passage : then its sine of amplitude is found, by a process which is 
a combination of that for finding the declination from the longitude, 
and that for finding the amplitude from the declination. Thus, by ii. 28, 
$ R : sin gr. decl. : : sin long. : sin decl. 
and, by iii. 22-23, 

sin co-lat. : R : : sin decl. : sin ampl. 

Hence, by combining terms, we have 

sin co-lat. : sin gr. decl. : : sin long. : sin ampl. 

This sine of amplitude receives the technical name of udaya, or 
udayajyd : the literal meaning of udaya is simply “ rising.” 

4. Then, by means of the equivalents in right ascension 
(lankodayasavas), find the ecliptic-point (lagna) called that of the 
meridian ( madhya ); of the declination of that point and the lati- 
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tude of the observer take the sum, when their direction is the 
same ; otherwise, take their difference. 

5. The result is the meridian zenith-distance, in degrees ( natan - 
yds) : its sine is denominated the meridian-sine ( madhyajyd ). . . . 

The accompanying figure (Fig. 26) will assist the comprehension of 
this and the following processes. Let NES W be a horizontal plane, 

N S the projection upon it of 
the meridian, and E W that 
of the prime vertical, Z being 
the zenith. Let C L T be the 
ecliptic. Then C is the orient 
ecliptic-point ( lagna ), and C 
I) the sine of its amplitude 
( udayojya ), found by the last 
process. The meridian ecliptic 
point ( madkyalagna ) is L : it 
is ascertained by the method 
prescribed in iii. 49, above. 
Its distance from the zenith 
is found from its declination 
and the latitude of the place 
of observation, as taught in 
iii. 20-22 ; and the sine of 
that distance, by which, in 
the figure, it is seen projected, 
is Z L : it is called by the technical name madhyajya, which we have 
translated “ meridian-sine.” 

5 Multiply the meridian-sine by the orient-sine, and divide 

by radius : square the result, 

6. And subtract it from the square of the meridian-sine : the 
square root of the remainder is the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance 
(i drkkshepa ) ; the square root of the difference of the squares of 
that and radius is the sine of ecliptic-altitude ( drggati ). 

Here we are taught how to find the sines of the zenith-distance and 
altitude respectively of that point of the ecliptic which has greatest alti- 
tude, or is nearest to the zenith, and which is also the central point 
of the portion of the ecliptic above the horizon : it is called by the 
commentary, as already noticed (see note to v. 1), tribhonalagna. Thus, 
in the last figure, if Q R be the vertical circle passing through the pole 
of the ecliptic, P', and cutting the ecliptic, C T, in B, B is the central 
ecliptic-point ( tribhonalagna ), and the arcs seen projected in Z B and 
B R are its zenith-distance and altitude respectively. In order, now, to 
find the sine of Z B, we first find that of B L, and by the following pro- 
cess. C D is the orient-sine, already found. But since C Z and C P' 
are quadrants, C is a pole of the vertical circle Q R, and C R is a quad- 
rant. E S is also a quadrant : take away their common part C S, and 
C E remains equal to S R, and the sine of the latter, S O, is equal to 
that of the former, C D, the “ orient-sine.” Now, then, Z B L is treated 
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as if it were a plane horizontal triangle, and similar to Z 0 S, and the 
proportion is made 

ZS : SO : ZL : BL 

or R : or.-sine : : mer.-sine : B L 

This is so far a correct process, that it gives the true sine of the arc 
B L : for, by spherical trigonometry, in the spherical triangle Z B L, 
right-angled at B, 

sin Z B L : sin B Z L : : sin arc Z L : sin arc B L 
or R : S O : : Z L : sin B L 

But the third side of a plane right-angled triangle of which the sines 
of the arcs Z B and Z L are hypothenuse and perpendicular, is not the 
sine of B L. If we conceive the two former sines to be drawn from Z, 
meeting in b and l respectively the lines drawn from B and L to the 
centre, then the line joining b l will be the third side, bein^Bfainly less 
than sin B L. Hence, on subtracting sin 3 B L from sin*Z L^md taking 
the square root of the remainder, we obtain, not sin Z B, but a less quan- 
tity, which may readily be shown, by spherical trigonometry, to be 
sin ZB cos BL. The value, then, of tlie sine of ecliptic zenith-distance 
(drkkshepa) as determined by this process, is always less than the truth, 
and as the corresponding cosine (drggati) is found by subtracting the 
square of the sine from that of radius, and taking the square root of the 
remainder, its value is always proportionally greater than the truth. This 
inaccuracy is noticed by the commentator, who points out correctly its 
reason and nature : probably it was also known to those who framed the 
rule, but disregarded, as not sufficient to vitiate the general character of 
the process : and it may, indeed, well enough pass unnoticed among 
all the other inaccuracies involved in the Hindu calculations of the 
parallax. 

As regards the terms employed to express the sines of ecliptic zenith- 
distance and altitude, we have already met with the first member of each 
compound, drf, literally “sight,” in other connected uses: as in drgjya, 
“sine of zenith-distance” (see above, iii. 33), drgvrtta, “vertical-circle” 
(commentary to the first verse of this chapter) : here it is combined 
with words which seem to be rather arbitrarily chosen, to form techni- 
cal appellations for quantities used only in this process : the literal 
meaning of kshepa is “ throwing, hurling ;” of gati, “ gait, motion.” 

7. The sine and cosine of meridian zenith-distance ( vatdn<;ds ) 
are the approximate ( asphuta ) sines of ecliptic zenith-distance 
and altitude ( drkkshepa , drggati). ... 

This is intended as an allowable simplification of the above process 
for finding the sines of ecliptic zenith-distance and altitude, by substi- 
tuting for them other quantities to which they are nearly equivalent, 
and which are easier of calculation. These arc the sines of zenith- 
distance and altitude of the meridian ecliptic-point ( madhyalagna — L in 
Fig. 26) the former of which has already been made an element in the 
other process, under the name of “meridian-sine” ( madhyajya ). It 
might, indeed, from the terms of the text, be doubtful of what point the 
altitude and zenith-distance were to be taken ; a passage cited by the 
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commentator from Bh&skara’s Siddhatita-Ciromani (found on page 221 
of the published edition of the Ganitadhyaya) directs the sines of zenith- 
distance and altitude of B ( tribhonalagna ) when upon the meridian — 
that is to say, the sine and cosine of the arc ZF — to be substituted for 
those of Z B in a hasty process : but the value of the sine would in 
this case be too small, as in the other it was too great : and as the text 
nowhere directly recognizes the point B, and as directions have been 
given in verse 5 for finding the meridian zenith-distance of L, it seems 
hardly to admit of a doubt that the latter is the point to which the text 
here intends to refer. 

Probably the permission to mate this substitution is only meant to 
apply to cases where Z L is of small amount, or where C has but little 
amplitude. 

7. . . . Divide the square of the sine of one sign by the sine 
called that of ecliptic-altitude ( dranatinvd ) ; the quotient is the 
“ divisor” ( cheda ). 

8. By this *• divisor” divide the sine of the interval between 
the meridian ecliptic-point (madhyalagna) and the sun’s place: 
the quotient is to be regarded as the parallax in longitude ( lam - 
bana) of the sun and moon, eastward or westward, in nadis, etc. 

The true nature of the process by which this final rule for finding the 
parallax in longitude is obtained is altogether hidden from sight under 
the form in which the rule is stated. Its method is as follows : 

We have seen, in connection with the first verse of the preceding 
chapter, that the greatest parallaxes of the sun and moon are quite 
nearly equivalent to the mean motion of each during 4 n&dis. Hence, 
were both bodies in the horizon, and the ecliptic a vertical circle, the 
moon would be depressed in her orbit below the sun to an amount equal 
to her excess in motion during 4 nadis. This, then, is the moon’s 
greatest horizontal parallax in longitude. To find what it would be at 
any other point in the ecliptic, still considered as a vertical circle, we 
make the proportion 

R : 4 (hor. par.) : : sin zen.-dist. : vert, parallax 

This proportion is entirely correct, and in accordance with our modern 
rule that, with a given distance, the parallax of a body varies as the sine 
of its zenith-distance : whether the Hindus had made a rigorous de- 
monstration of its truth, or whether, as in so many other cases, seeing 
that the parallax was greatest when the sine of zenith-distance was 
greatest, and nothing when this was nothing, they assumed it to vary 
in the interval as the sine of zenith-distance, saying “if, with a sine 
of zenith-distance which is equal to radius, the parallax is four n&dis, 
with a given sine of zenith-distance what is it?”— this we will not ven- 
ture to determine. 

But now is to be considered the farther case in which the ecliptic is 
not a vertical circle, but is depressed below the zenith a certain distance, 
measured by the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance (drkkshepa), already 
found. Here again, -noting that the parallax is all to be reckoned as 
parallax in longitude when the ecliptic is a vertical circle, or when the 
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sine of ecliptic-altitude is greatest, and that it would be only parallax 
in latitude when the ecliptic should be a horizontal circle, or when the 
sine of ecliptic-altitude should he reduced to nothing, the Hindus assume 
it to vary in the interval as that sine, and accordingly make the propor- 
tion : “ it, with a sine of ecliptic-altitude that is equal to radius, the par- 
allax in longitude is equal to the vertical parallax, with any given sine 
of ecliptic-altitude what is it ?” — or, inverting the middle terms, 

R : sin ecl.-alt. : : vert, parallax : parallax in long. 

But we had before 


R : 4 : : sin zen.-dist. : vert, parallax 

hence, by combining terms, 

R 3 : 4 sin ecl.-alt.: : sin zen.-dist. : parallax in long. 

For the third term of this proportion, now, is substituted the sine of the 
distance of the given point from the central ecliptic-point : that is to say, 
B m (Fig. 26) is substituted for Zm; the two are in fact of equal value 
only when they coincide, or else at the horizon, when each becomes a 
quadrant ; but the error involved in the substitution is greatly lessened 
by the circumstance that, as it increases in proportional amount, the 
parallax in longitude itself decreases, until at B the latter is reduced to 
nullity, as is the vertical parallax at Z. The text, indeed, as in verses 
1 and 9, puts madhyalugna, L, for tribhonalagna, B, in reckoning this 
distance : but the commentary, without ceremony or apology, reads the 
latter for the former. These substitutions being made, and the propor- 
tion being reduced to the form of an equation, we have 

. , sin dist.X 4 sin ecl.-alt. 

par. in long. =r 

which reduces to 

sin dist. 

R* -s- 4 sin ecl.-alt. 


R» 

sin dist. 

JR 3 — sin ecl.-alt. 


and since ^R 2 = ()-R) 2 , and 4R = sin 30°, we have finally 


par. in long. 


sin dist. 

sin* 30° — sin ect-alt. 


which is the rule given in the text. To the denominator of the fraction, 
in its final form, is given the technical name of cheda, “divisor,” which 
word we have had before similarly used, to designate one of the factors 
in a complicated operation (see above, iii. 35, 38). 

'tVe will now examine the correctness of the second principal propor- 
tion from which the rule is deduced. It is, in terms of the last figure 
(Fig. 26), 

R : sin Z P' (=B R) : : m M : m n 

Assuming the equality of the little triangles M mn and Mm#', and 
accordingly that of the angles mMn and M m which latter equals 
Zi»P', we have, by spherical trigonometry, as a true proportion, 
sin m n’ M : sin M m n' : : m M : m n' 


or 


R : sin Z m P' : : m M : m n 


Hence the former proportion is correct only when sin Z P' and sin 
ZmT 1 are equal ; that is to say, when Z P' measures the angle Zm P' ; 



v. 10.] Surya-Siddhdnta. 293 

and this can be the case only when Z m, as well as P ' m, is a quadrant, 
or when m is on the horizon. Here again, however, precisely as in the 
case last noticed, the importance of the error is kept within very narrow 
limits by the fact that, as its relative consequence increases, the amount 
of the parallax in longitude affected by it diminishes. 

9. When the sun’s longitude is greater than that of the meri- 
dian ecliptic-point ( madhyalagna ), subtract the parallax in longi- 
tude from the end of the lunar day ; when less, add the same : 
repeat the process until all is fixed. 

The text so pertinaciously reads “ meridian ecliptic-point ” ( madhya- 
lagna ) where we should expect, and ought to have, central ecliptic- 
point” ( tribhonalagna ), that we are almost ready to suspect it of mean- 
ing to designate the latter point by the former name. It is sufficiently 
clear that, whenever the sun and moon are to the eastward of the cen- 
tral ecliptic-point, the effect of the parallax in longitude will be to throw 
the moon forward on her orbit beyond the sun, and so to cause the time 
of apparent to precede that of real conjunction ; and the contrary. 
Hence, in the eastern hemisphere, the parallax, in time, is subtractive, 
while in the western it is additive. But a single calculation and appli- 
cation of the correction for parallax is not enough ; the moment of ap- 
parent conjunction must be found by a series of successive approxima- 
tions : since if, for instance, the moment of true conjunction is 25“ 2 T , 
and the calculated parallax in longitude for that moment is 2 n 21 v , the 
apparent end of the lunar day will not be at 27“ 23 v , because at the 
latter time the parallax will be greater than 2“ 21 v , deferring accordingly 
still farther the time of conjunction ; and so on. The commentary ex- 
plains the method of procedure more fully, as follows : for the moment 
of true conjunction in longitude calculate the parallax in longitude, and 
apply it to that moment : for the time thus foui|j; calculate the parallax 
anew, and apply it to the moment of true conjunction : again, for the 
time found as the result of this process, calculate the parallax, and ap- 
ply it as before ; and so proceed, until a moment is arrived at, at which 
the difference in actual longitude, according to the motions of the two 
planets, will just equal and counterbalance the parallax' in longitude. 

The accuracy of this approximative process cannot but be somewhat 
impaired by the circumstance that, while the parallax is reckoned in 
difference of mean motions, the corrections of longitude must be made 
in true motions. Iudeed, the reckoning of the horizontal parallax in 
time as 4 nadis, whatever be the rate of motion of the sun and moon, is 
one of the most palpable among the many errors which the Hindu pro- 
cess involves. 

To ascertain the moment of apparent conjunction in longitude, only 
the parallax in longitude requires to be known ; but to determine the 
time of occurrence o? the other phases of the eclipse, it is necessary to 
take into account the parallax in latitude, the ascertainment of which is 
accordingly made the subject of the next rule. 

10. If the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance ( drkkshepa ) be multi- 
plied by the difference of the mean motions of the sun and 

von. ri. 38 
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moon, and divided bj fifteen times radius, the result will be the 
parallax in latitude ( avanati ). 

As the sun’s greatest parallax is equal to the fifteenth part of his 
mean daily motion, and that of the moon to the fifteenth part of hers 
(see note to iv. 1, above), the excess of the moon’s parallax over that of 
the sun is equal, when greatest, to one fifteenth of the difference of 
their respective mean daily motions. This will be the value of the 
parallax in latitude when the ecliptic coincides with the horizon, or 
when the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance becomes equal to radius. On 
the other hand, the parallax in latitude disappears when this same sine 
is reduced to nullity. Hence it is to be regarded as varying with the 
sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, and, in order to find its value at any 
given point, we say “if, with a sine of ecliptic zenith-distance which is 
equal to radius, the parallax in latitude is one fifteenth of the difference 
of mean daily motions, with a given sine of ecliptic zenith-distance 
what is it f ’ or 

R : diff. of mean m.-q-lo : : sin eel. zen.-dist. : parallax in lat. 

Tins proportion, it is evident, would give with entire correctness the 
parallax at the central ecliptic-point (B in Fig. 26), where the whole 
vertical parallax is to be reckoned as parallax in latitude. But the rule 
given in the text also assumes that, with a given position of the ecliptic, 
the parallax in latitude is the same at any point in the ecliptic. Of this 
the commentary offers no demonstration, but it is essentially true. For, 
regarding the little triangle M m n as a plane triangle, right-angled at n, 
and with its angle n m M equal to the angle ZmB, we have 
R : sin Z m B : : M m : M n 

But, in the spherical triangle ZmB, right-angled at B, 

Rjjsin Z m B : : sin Z m : sin Z B 
Hence, by equality of Utios, 

sin Z m : sin Z B : : M m : M n 

But, as before shown, 

. R : sin Z m : : gr. parallax : M m 
Hence, by combining terms, 

R : sin ZB:: gr. parallax : M n 

That is to say, whatever be the position of m, the point for which the 
parallax in latitude is sought, this will be equal to the product of the 
greatest parallax into the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, divided by 
radius : or, as the greatest parallax equals the difference of mean mo- 
tions divided by fifteen, 

s-1.4. eel. zen.-dist. x cliff, of m,m.-^I5 sin ecl.zen.-dist.Xdiffi of m. m. 

F¥* — — or 

K KX15 

The next verse teaches more summary methods of arriving at the 
same quantity. s 

Of, As parallax in latitude is the quotient arisin cr from 
dividing the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance ( drJcJcshepa ) by sev- 
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enty, or, from multiplying it by forty -nine, and dividing it by 
radius. 

In the expression given above for the value of the parallax in latitude, 
all the terms are constant excepting the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance. 
The difference of the mean daily motions is 731' 27", and fifteen times 
radius is 51,570'. Now 731' 27"-f-51,570' equals or 48.77—R; 

to which the expressions given in the text are sufficiently near approxi- 
mations. 

12. The parallax in latitude is to be regarded as south or 
north according to the direction of the meridian-sine ( madhyajyd ). 
When it and the moon’s latitude are of like direction, take their 
sum ; otherwise, their difference : 

13. With this calculate the half-duration (sthiti), half total ob- 
scuration ( vimarda ), amount of obscuration (grasa), etc., in the 
manner already taught; likewise the scale of projection ( pra - 
mana), the deflection ( valana ), the required amount of obscura- 
tion, etc., as in the case of a lunar eclipse. 

In ascertaining the true time of occurrence of the various phases of 
a solar eclipse, as determined by the parallax of the given point of ob- 
servation, we are taught first to make the whole correction for parallax 
in latitude, and then afterward to apply that for parallax in longitude. 
The former part of the process is succinctly taught in verses 12 and 13 : 
the rules for the other follow in the next passage. The language of the 
text, as usual, is by no means so clear and explicit as could be wished. 
Thus, in the case before us, we are not taught whether, as the first step 
in this process of correction, we are to calculate the moon’s parallax in 
latitude for the time of true conjunction ( tithyanta , “ end of the lunar 
day”), or for that of apparent conjunction ( madhyagrahana , “middle of 
the eclipse”). It might be supposed that, as we have thus far only had 
in the text directions for finding the sine and cosine of ecliptic zenith- 
distance at the moment of true conjunction, the former of them was to 
be used in the calculations of verses 10 and 11, and the result from it, 
which would be the parallax at the moment of true conjunction, applied 
here as the correction needed. Nor, so far as we have been able to 
discover, does the commentator expound what is the true meaning of 
the text upon this point. It is sufficiently evident, however, that the 
moment of apparent conjunction is the time required. We have found, 
by a process of successive approximation, at what time (see Fig. 25), the 
moon (her latitude being neglected) being at m and tlu- smi at n, the 
parallax in longitude and the difference of true longitude will both be 
the same quantity, m n, and so, when apparent conjunction will take 
place. Now, to know the distance of the two centres at that moment, 
we require to ascertain the parallax in latitude, n M, for the moon at m, 
and to apply it to the moon’s latitude when in the same position, taking 
their sum when their direction is the same, and their difference when 
their direction is different, as prescribed by the text ; the net result will 
be the distance required. The commentary, it may be remarked, ex- 
pressly states that the moon’s latitude is to be calculated in this opera- 
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tion for the time of apparent conjunction ( madhjagrahana ). The dis- 
tance thus found will determine the amount of greatest obscuration, and 
the character of the eclipse, as taught in verse 10 of the preceding chap- 
ter. It is then farther to be taken as the foundation of precisely such a 
process as that described in verses 12-15 of the same chapter, in order 
to ascertain the half-time of duration, or of total obscuration : that is to 
say, the distance in latitude of the two centres being first assumed as 
invariable through the whole duration of the eclipse, the half-time of 
duration, and the resulting moments of contact and separation are to be 
ascertained : for these moments the latitude and parallax in latitude are 
to be calculated anew, and by them a new determination of the times of 
contact and separation is to be made, and so on, until these are fixed 
with the degree of accuracy required. If the eclipse be total, a similar 
operation must be gone through with to ascertain the moments of im- 
mersion and emergence. No account is made, it will be noticed, of the 
possible occurrence of an annular eclipse. 

The intervals thus found, after correction for parallax in latitude 
only, between the middle of the eclipse and the moments of contact and 
separation respectively, are those which are called in the last chapter 
(W. 19, 23), the “mean half-duration” ( madhyasthityardha ). 

In this process for finding the net result, as apparent latitude, of the 
actual latitude and the parallax in latitude, is brought out with dis- 
tinctness the inaccuracy already alluded to ; that, whatever be the 
moon’s actual latitude, her parallax is always calculated as if she were 
in the ecliptic. In an eclipse, however, to which case alone the Hindu 
processes are intended to be applied, the moon’s latitude can never be 
of any considerable amount. 

The propriety of determining the direction of the parallax in latitude 
by means of that of the meridian-sine (ZL in Fig. 26), of which the 
direction is established as south or north by the process of its calcula- 
tion, is too evident to call for remark. 

In verse 13 is given a somewhat confused specification of matters 
which are, indeed, affected by the parallax in latitude, but in different 
modes and degrees. The amount of greatest obscuration, and the 
(mean) half-times of duration and total obscuration, are the quantities 
directly dependent upon the calculation of that parallax, as here pre- 
sented : to find the amount of obscuration at a given moment — as also 
the time corresponding to a given amount of obscuration — we require 
to know also the true half-duration, as found by the rules stated in the 
following passage : while the scale of projection and the deflection are 
affected by parallax only so far as this alters the time of occurrence of 
the phases of the eclipse. 

14. For the end of the lunar day, diminished and increased by 
the half-duration, as formerly, calculate again the parallax in 
longitude for the times of contact (grasa) and of separation (mok- 
sha), and find the difference between these and the parallax in 
longitude ( harija ) for the middle of the eclipse. 

15. If, in the eastern hemisphere, the parallax in longitude 
for the contact is greater than that for the middle, and that for 
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the separation less ; and if, in the western hemisphere, the con- 
trary is the case — 

16. Then the difference of parallax in longitude is to he added 
to the half-duration on the side of separation, and likewise on 
that of contact (pragrahana ) ; when the contrary is true, it is to 
be subtracted. 

17. These rules are given for cases where the two parallaxes 
are in the same hemisphere: where they arc in different hemi- 
spheres, the sum of the parallaxes in longitude is to be added to 
the corresponding half-duration. The principles here stated ap- 
ply also to the half-time of total obscuration. 

We are supposed to have ascertained, by the preceding process, the 
true amount of apparent latitude at the moments of first and last con- 
tact of the eclipsed and eclipsing bodies, and consequently to have de- 
termined the dimensions of the triangle — corresponding, in a solar 
eclipse, to CGP, Fig. 21, in a lunar — made up of the latitude, the dis- 
tance in longitude, and the sum of the two radii. The question now is 
how the duration of the eclipse will he affected by the parallax in longi- 
tude. If this parallax remained constant during the continuance of the 
eclipse, its effect would be nothing ; and, having once determined by it 
the time of apparent conjunction, we should not need to take it farther 
into account But it varies from moment to moment, and the effect of 
its variation is to prolong the duration of every part of a visible eclipse. 
For, to the east of the central ecliptic-point, it throws the moon's disk 
forward upon that of the sun, thus hastening the occurrence of all the 
phases of the eclipse, but by an amount which is all the time decreasing, 
so that it hastens the beginning of the eclipse more than the middle, 
and the middle more than the close : to the west of that same point, on 
the other hand, it depresses the moon’s disk aw ay from the sun’s, but by 
an amount constantly increasing, so that it retards the end of the eclipse 
more than its middle, and its middle more than its beginning. The 
effect of the parallax in longitude, then, upon each half-duration of the 
eclipse, will be measured by the difference between its retarding and ac- 
celerating effects upon contact and conjunction, and upon conjunction 
and separation, respectively: and tlie amount of this difference will 
always be additive to the time of half-duration as otherwise determined. 
If, however, contact and conjunction, or conjunction and separation, 
take place upon opposite sides of the point of no parallax in longitude, 
then the sum of the two parallactic effects, instead of their difference, 
will be to be added to the corresponding half-duration : since the one, 
on the east, will hasten the occurrence of the former phase, while the 
other, on the west, will defer the occurrence of the latter phase. The 
amount of the parallax in longitude for the middle of the eclipse has 
already been found ; if, now, we farther determine its amount— reckoned, 
it will be remembered, always in time — for the moments o e contact and 
separation, and add the difference or the sum of each of these and the 
parallax for the moment of conjunction to the corresponding half- 
duration as previously determined, we shall have the true times of half- 
duratiou. In order to find the parallax for contact and separation, we 
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repeat the same process (see above, v. 9) by which that for conjunction 
was found : as we then started from the moment of true conjunction, 
and, by a series of successive approximations, ascertained the time when 
the difference of longitude would equal the parallax in longitude, so now 
we start from two moments removed from that of true conjunction by 
the equivalents in time of the two distances in longitude obtained by the 
last process, and, by a similar series of successive approximations, ascer- 
tain the times when the differences of longitude, together with the par- 
allax, will equal those distances in longitude. 

In the process, as thus conducted, there is an evident inaccuracy. It 
is not enough to apply the whole correction for parallax in latitude, and 
then that for parallax in longitude, since, by reason of the change effected 
by the latter in the times of contact and separation, a new calculation of 
the former becomes necessary, and then again a new calculation of the 
latter, and so on, until, by a series of doubly compounded approxima- 
tions, the true value of each is determined. This was doubtless known 
to the framers of the system, but passed over by them, on account of 
the excessively laborious character of the complete calculation, and be- 
cause the accuracy of such results as they could obtain was not sensibly 
affected by its neglect. 

The question naturally arises, why the specifications of verse 15 are 
made hypothetical instead of positive, and why, in the latter half of 
verse 16, a case is supposed which never arises. The commentator an- 
ticipates this objection, and takes much pains to remove it : it is not 
worth while to follow his different pleas, which amount to no real expla- 
nation, saving to notice his last suggestion, that, in case an eclipse begins 
before sunrise, the parallax for its earlier phase or phases, as calculated 
according to the distance in time from the lower meridian, may be less 
than for its later phases— and the contrary, when the eclipse ends after 
sunset. This may possibly be the true explanation, although we are 
justly surprised at finding a case of so little practical consequence, and 
to which no allusion has been made in the previous processes, here 
taken into account. 

The text, it may be remarked, by its use of the terms “ eastern and 
western hemispheres” (kapala , _ literally “cup, vessel”), repeats once more 
its substitution of the meridian ecliptic-point (madhyalagna) for the 
central ecliptic-point ( tribhonalagna ), as that of no parallax in longitude * 
the meridian forming the only proper and recognized division”)!' the 
heavens into an eastern and a western hemisphere. 

A\e are now prepared to see the reason ofthe special directions given 
in verses 19 and 23 of the last chapter, respecting the reduction in a 
solar eclipse, of distance in time from the middle of the eclipse to dis- 
tance in longitude of the two centres. The “mean halfiduration ” 

( madhyasthityardha ) of the eclipse is the time during which the true dis- 
tance of the centres at the moments of contact or separation as found 
by the process prescribed in verses 12 and 13 of this chapter,’ would be 
gained by the moon with her actual excess of motion, leaving out of ac- 
count the variation of parallax in longitude : the “ true half-duration ” 
(sphutasthityardha) is the increased time in which, owing to that varia- 
tion, the same distance in longitude is actually gained by the moon ; 
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the effect of the parallax being equivalent either to a diminution of the 
moon’s excess of motion, or to a protraction of the distance of the two 
centers — both of them in the ratio of the true to the mean halt-duration. 
If then, for instance, it be required to know what will be the amount^of 
obscuration of the sun half an hour after the first contact, we shall first 
subtract this interval from the true half-duration before conjunction ; the 
remainder will be the actual interval to the middle of the eclipse : this 
interval, then, we shall reduce to its value as distance in longitude by 
diminishing it, either before or after its reduction to minutes of arc, in 
the ratio of the true to the mean half-duration. The rest of the process 
will be performed precisely as in the case of an eclipse of the moon. 

Notwithstanding the ingenuity and approximate correctness of many 
of the rules and methods of calculation taught in this chapter, the whole 
process for the ascertainment of parallax contains so many elements of 
error that it hardly deserves to be called otherwise than cumbrous and 
bungling. The false estimate of the difference between the sun’s and 
moon’s horizontal parallax — the neglect, in determining it, of the varia- 
tion of the moon’s distance — the estimation of its value in time made 
always according to mean motions, whatever be the true motions of the 
planets at the moment — the neglect, in calculating the amount of par- 
allax, of the moon’s latitude — these, with all the other inaccuracies of 
the processes of calculation which have been pointed out in the notes, 
render it impossible that the results obtained should ever be more than 
a rude approximation to the truth. 

In farther illustration of the subject of solar eclipses, as exposed in 
this and the preceding chapters, we present, in the Appendix, a' full cal- 
culation of the eclipse of May 26th, 1854, mainly as made for the trans- 
lator, during his residence in India, by a native astronomer. 


CHAPTER VI. 

OF THE PKOJECTION OF ECLIPSES. 

Contents:— 1, value of a projection; 2-4, general directions; 5-6, how to layoff 
the deflection and latitude for the beginning and end of the eclipse ; 7, to exhibit 
the points of contact and separation ; 8-10, how to lay off the deflection and lati- 
tude for the middle of the eclipse; 11, to show the amount of greatest obscura- 
tion; 12, reversal of directions in the western hemisphere; 13, least amount of 
obscuration observable; 14-16, to draw the path of the eclipsing body, 17-19, to 
show the amount of obscuration at a given time ; 20-22, to exhibit the points of 
immersion and emergence in a total eclipse ; 23, color of the part of the moon 
obscured ; 24, caution as to communicating a knowledge of these matters. 

1. Since, without a projection ( chedyaha ), the precise (sphuta) 
differences of the two eclipses are not understood, I shall proceed 
to explain the exalted doctrine of the projection. tgi 
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Tlie term chedyaka is from the root chid , “ split, divide, sunder,” and 
indicates, as here applied, the instrumentality by which distinctive dif- 
ferences arc rendered evident. The name of the chapter , parilekhadhi- 
kurii, is not taken from this word, but from pariltkha, “ delineation, 

fipre,” which oceuA once below, in fhe eighth verse. 

2. Hayipg' opo& : it Wfll ' prepared surface, a point, de- 
scribe irdioi' it, iuTOb’Crat place, a radius bf forty -mne digits 

(angvta)i a cirefoCer the ' 

8. Thejv a seephd isiroJc, Sar-icihr' £ radios eqfit&l to half the sum of 
the edipsed and, eclipj»ng this..ia called the aggregate- 

circle (safuma) ; then » third,' wWl: a' radius equal to half the 
eclipsed body. • . ■ ' 

4 The detestation of the directions, north, south, east, and 
west, is as foiuf^iy. In a lunar eclipse, contact (graJuma) takes 
place on the MH^and separatum (muktha} on the west ; in a so- 
lar eclipse, thfe contrary. ^ 

The - huger eircle, drawn with a radius of about three feet, is used sololv 
in laying off the deflection (valaoa) of the ecliptic from an east and 
west circle. Wo have seen above (iv. 24, 25) that the sine of this de- 
flection was reduced to its value in a eircle of forty-nine digits’ radius, 
by dividing by seventy its value in minutes. The second circle is em- 
ployed (see Inflow, vv. 6, V) ill determining the points of contact and 
separation. The third represents the eclipsed body itself, always main- 
taining a fixed position in the centre of the figure, even though, in a 
lunar edipse, it is the body which itself moves, relatively to the eclipsing 
shadow, tor the scale by which the measures of the eclipsed and 
echoing bodies, the latitudes, etc., are determined, see above, iv. 26. 

The method of laying down the cardinal directions is the same with 
that used in constructing a dial ; it is described in the first passage of 
the third chapter (iii. 1—4). " 

The specifications of the latter half of verse 4 apply to the eclipsed 
body, designating upon which side of it obscuration will commence and 
terminate. 

0 . In a lunar eclipse, the deflection ( valana ) for the contact is 
to be laid off in its own proper direction, but that for the separa- 
tion in reverse; in an eclipse of the sun, the contrary is the case. 

The accompanying figure (Fig. 27) will illustrate the Hindu method 
of exhibiting, by a projection, the various phases of an eclipse. Its 
conditions are those of the lunar eclipse of Feb. Cth, 1860, as deter- 
mined by the data r.nd methods of this treatise : for the calculation see 
the Appendix. Let M be the centre of the figure and the place of the 
moon, and let NS and E W be the circles of direction drawn through 
the moon's centre ; the former representing (see above, under iv 24 25) 
a great circle drawn through the north and south points of the horizon, 
the latter a small circle parallel to the prime vertical. In explanation 
of the manner in which these directions aie presented by the figure, we 
would^ remark that we have adapted it to a supposed position of the 
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observer on the north side of his projection, as at N, and looking south- 
ward — a position which, in our latitude, he would naturally assume, for 

Fig. 27. 



v 

the purpose of comparing the actual phases of the eclipse, as they oc- 
curred, with his delineation of them. The heavier circle, 1 1', is that 
drawn with the sum of the semi-diameters, or the “ aggregate-circle 
while the outer one, N E S W, is that for the deflection. Tliis, in order 
to reduce the size of the whole figure, we have drawn upon a scale verv 
much smaller than that prescribed ; its relative dimensions being a mat- 
ter of no consequence whatever, provided the sine of the deflection be 
made commensurate with its radius. In our own, or the Greek, method 
of laying off an arc, by its angular value, the radius of the circle of de- 
flection would also be a matter of indifference : the Hindus, ignoring 
angular measurements, adopt the more awkward and bungling method 
of laying off the arc by means of its sine. Let vw equal the deflection, 
calculated for the moment of contact, expressed as a sine, and in terms 
of a circle in which E M is radius. Now, as the moon’s contact with 
the shadow takes place upon her eastern limb, the deflection for the 
contact must be laid off from the east point of the circle ; and, as the 
calculated direction of the deflection indicates in what way the ecliptic 
is pointing eastwardly, it must be laid vfl' from E in its own proper di- 
vol. vi. 39 
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rection. In the case illustrated, tlie deflection for the contact is north : 
hence we lay it off northward from E, and then the line drawn from M 
to v, its extremity — which line represents the direction of the ecliptic 
at the moment — points northward. Again, upon the side of separation 
— which, for the moon, is the western side — we lay off the deflection for 
the moment of separation : hut we lay it off from W in the reverse of 
its true direction, in order that the line from its extremity to the centre 
may truly represent the direction of the ecliptic. Thus, in the eclipse 
figured, the deflection for separation is south ; we. lay it off northward 
from W, and then the line v 1 M points, toward MjMfcthward. In a solar 
eclipse, in which, since the sun’s western limb is The first eclipsed, the 
deflection for contact must he laid off from W, and that for separation 
from E, the direction of the former requires to be reversed, and that of 
the latter to be maintained as calculated. 

6. From the extremity of either deflection draw a line to the 
centre: from the point where that cuts the aggregate-circle 
(samasa) are to he laid off the latitudes of contact and of separa- 
tion. 

7. From the extremity of the latitude, again, draw a line to 
the central point : where that, in either case, touches the eclipsed 
body, there point out the contact and separation. 

8. Always, in a solar eclipse, the latitudes are to be drawn in 
the figure ( parilekha ) in their proper direction; in a lunar 
eclipse, in the opposite direction. ... 

The lines v M and v‘ M, drawn from v and v', the extremities of the 
sines or arcs which measure the deflection, to the centre of the figure, 
represent, as already noticed, the direction of the ecliptic with reference 
to an east and west line at the moments of contact and separation. 
From them, accordingly, and at right angles to them, are to be laid off 
the values of the moon’s latitude at those moments. Owing, however, 
to the principle adopted in the projection, of regarding the eclipsed 
body as fixed in the centre of the figure, and the eclipsing body as pass- 
ing over it, the lines v M and v' M do not, in the case of a lunar eclipse, 
represent the ecliptic itself, in which is the centre of the shadow, but the 
small circle of latitude, in which is the moon’s centre : hence, in laying 
off the moon’s latitude to determine the centre of the shadow, we re- 
verse its direction. Thus, in the case illustrated, the moon’s latitude is 
always south : we lay oft, then, the lines k l and k' V, representing its 
value at the moments of contact and separation, northward : they are, 
like the deflection, drawn as sines, and in such manner that their ex- 
tremities, l and l 1 , are in the aggregate-circle : then, since l M and V M 
are each equal to the sum of the two semi-diameters, and l k and V k' 
to the latitudes, k M and k’ M will represent the distances of the centres 
in longitude, and l and l< the places of the centre of the shadow, at con- 
tact and separation : and upon describing circles from l and V, with radii 
equal to the semi-diameter of the shadow, the points c and s, where 
these touch the disk of the moon, will be the points of first and last con- 
tact : c and s being also, as stated in the text, the points where l M and 
/'M meet the circumference of the disk of the eclipsed body. 
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8. ... In accordance with, this, then, for the middle of the 
eclipse, 

9. The deflection is to be laid off — eastward, when it and the 
latitude are of the same direction ; when they are of different 
directions, it is to be laid off westward: this is for a lunar 
eclipse ; in a solar, the contrary is the case. 

10. From the end of the deflection, again, draw a line to the 
central point, and upon this line of the middle lay off the lati- 
tude, in the direction of the deflection. 

11. From the extremity of the latitude describe a circle with 
a radius equal to half the measure of the eclipsing body: what- 
ever of the disk of the eclipsed body is enclosed within that 
circle, so much is swallowed up by the darkness ( tamas ). 

The phraseology of the text in this passage is somewhat intricate and 
obscure ; it is fully explained by the commentary, as, indeed, its mean- 
ing is also deducible with sufficient clearness from the conditions of the 
problem sought to be solved. It is required to represent the deflection 
of the ecliptic from an east and west line at the moment of greatest 
obscuration, and to fix the position of the centre of the eclipsing body 
at that moment. The deflection is this time to be determined by a 
secondary to the ecliptic, drawn from near the north or south point of 
the figure. The first question is, from which of these two points shall 
the deflection be laid off, and the line to the centre drawn. Now since, 
according to verse 10, the latitude itself is to be measured upon the line 
of deflection, the latter must be drawn southward or northward accord- 
ing to the direction in which the latitude is to be laid off. And this is 
the meaning of the last part of verse 8; “in accordance,” namely, with 
the direction in which, according to the previous part of the verse, the 
latitude is to be drawn. But again, in which direction from the north 
or south point, as thus determined, shall the deflection be measured ? 
This must, of course, be determined by the direction of the deflection 
itself : if south, it must obviously be measured east from the north point 
and west from the south point ; if north, the contrary. The rules of 
the text are in accordance with this, although the determining circum- 
stance is made to be the agreement or non-agreement, in respect to 
direction, of the deflection with the moon’s latitude — the latter being 
this time reckoned in its own proper direction, and not, in a lunar 
eclipse, reversed. Thus, in the case for which the figure is drawn, as 
the moon’s latitude is south, and must be laid off northward from M, 
the deflection, v" w", is measured from the north point ; as deflection 
and latitude are both south, it is measured east from N. In an eclipse 
of the sun, on the other hand, the moon’s latitude would, if north, be 
laid off northward, as in the figure, and hence also, the deflection would 
be measured from the north point : but it would be measured eastward, 
if its own direction were south, or disagreed with that of the latitude. 

The line of deflection, which is M v" in the figure, being drawn, and 
having the direction of a perpendicular to the ecliptic at the moment of 
opposition, the moon’s latitude for that moment, M l", is laid off directly 
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upon it. The point l" is, accordingly, the position of the centre of the 
shadow at the middle of the eclipse, and if from that centre, with a 
radius equal to the semi-diameter of the eclipsing body, a circle be drawn, 
it will include so much of the disk of the eclipsed body as is covered 
when the obscuration is greatest. In the figure the eclipse is shown as 
total, the Hindu calculations making it so, although, in fact, it is only a 
partial eclipse. 

12. By the wise man who draws the projection (< chedyalca ), 
upon the ground or upon a board, a reversal of directions is to 
be made in the eastern and western hemispheres. 

This verse is inserted here in order to remove the objection that, in 
the eastern hemisphere, indeed, aE takes place as stated, but, if the 
eclipse occurs west of the meridian, the stated directions require to be 
all of them reversed. In order to understand this objection, we must 
take notice of the origin and literal meaning of the Sanskrit words 
which designate the cardinal directions. The face of the observer is 
supposed always to be eastward : then “ east” is pranc, “ forward, toward 
the front” ; “ west” is pascal, “ backward, toward the rear” : “ south” is 
dakshina , “ on the right” ; “ north” is uttara, “ upward” (i. e., probably, 
toward the mountains, or up the course of the rivers in north-western 
India). These words apply, then, in etymological strictness, only when 
one is looking eastward — and so, in the present case, only when the 
eclipse is taking place in the eastern hemisphere, and the projector is 
watching it from the west side of his projection, with the latter before 
him : if, on the other hand, he removes to E, turning his face westward, 
and comparing the phenomena as they occur in the western hemisphere 
with his delineation of them, then “ forward” {pranc) is no longer east, 
but west ; “ right” {dakshina) is no longer south, but north, etc. 

It is unnecessary to point out that this objection is one of the most 
frivolous and hair-splitting character, and its removal by the text a waste 
of trouble : the terms in question have fully acquired in the language an 
absolute meaning, as indicating directions in space, without regard to the 
position of the observer. 

13. Owing to her clearness, even the twelfth part of the moon, 
when eclipsed {grasta ), is observable ; but, owing to his piercing 
brilliancy, even three minutes of the sun, when eclipsed, are not 
observable. 


The commentator regards the negative which is expressed in the lat- 
ter half of this verse as also implied in the former, the meaning being 
that an obscuration of the moon’s disk extending over only the twelfth 
part of it does not make itself apparent. We have preferred the inter- 
pretation given above, as being better accordant both with the plain and 
simple construction of the text and with fact. 

14. At the extremities of the latitudes make three points, of 
corresponding names ; then, between that of the contact and 
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that of the middle, and likewise between that of the separation 
and that of the middle, 

15. Describe two fish-figures ( matsya ) : from the middle of 
these having drawn out two lines projecting through the mouth 
and tail, wherever their intersection takes place, 

16. There, with a line touching the three points, describe an 
arc : that is called the path of the eclipsing body, upon which 
the latter will move forward. 

The deflection aft the latitude of three points in the continuance of 
the eclipse having been determined and laid down upon the projection, 
it is deemed unnecessary to take the same trouble with regard to any 
other points, these three being sufficient to determine the path of the 
eclipsing body : accordingly, an arc of a circle is drawn through them, 
and is regarded as representing that path. The method of describing 
the arc is the same with that which has already been more than once 
employed (see above, iii. 1-4, 41-42) : it is explained here with some- 
what more fullness than before. Thus, in the figure, l, l ", and l' are the 
three extremities of the moon’s latitude, at the moments of contact, 
opposition, and separation, respectively : we join 1 1", l" l 1 , and upon 
these lines describe fish-figures (see note to iii. 1-5) ; their two extremi- 
ties (“ mouth” and “ tail ”) are indicated by the intersecting dotted lines 
in the figure : then, at the point, not included in the figure, where the 
lines drawn through them meet one another, is the centre of a circle 
passing through l, l ", and V. 

17. From half the sum of the eclipsed and eclipsing bodies 
subtract the amount of obscuration, as calculated for any given 
time: take a little stick equal to the remainder, in digits, and, 
from the central point, 

18. Lay it off toward the path upon either side — when the 
time is before that of greatest obscuration, toward the side of 
contact; when the obscuration is decreasing, in the direction of 
separation — and where the stick and the path of the eclipsing 
body 

19. - Meet one another, from that point describe a circle with a 
radius equal to half the eclipsing body : whatever of the eclipsed 
body is included within it, that point out as swallowed up by 
the darkness ( tainas ). 

20. Take a little stick equal to half the difference of the 
measures ( mana ), and lay it off in the direction of contact, calling 
it the stick of immersion ( nimilana ) : where it touches the path, 

21. From that point, with a radius equal to half the eclipsing 
body, draw a circle, as in the former case : where this meets the 
circle of the eclipsed body, there immersion takes place. 

22. So also for the emergence ( unmilana ), lay it off in the 
direction of separation, and describe a circle, as before : it will 
show the point of emergence in the manner explained. 
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The method of these processes is so clear as to call for no detailed 
explanation. The centre of the eclipsing body being supposed to be 
always in the arc 1 1" l', drawn as directed in the last passage, we have 
only to fix a point in this arc which shall be at a distance from M cor- 
responding to the calculated distance of the centres at the given time, 
and from that point to describe a circle of the dimensions of the eclipsed 
body, and the result will be a representation of the then phase of the 
eclipse. If the point thus fixed be distant from M by the difference of 
the two semi-diameters, as M i', M d, the circles described will touch the 
disk of the eclipsed body at the points of immerdfth and emergence, 
i and e. 

23. The part obscured, when less than half, will be duskj 
( sadhumra ) ; when more than half, it will be black ; when emerg- 
ing, it is dark copper-color ( IcrshTutiamra ) ; when the obscuration 
is total, it is tawny ( kapila ). 

The commentary adds the important circumstance, omitted in the 
text, that the moon alone is here spoken of ; no specification being 
added with reference to the sun, because, in a solar eclipse, the part 
obscured is always black. 

A more suitable place might have been found for this verse in the 
fourth chapter, as it has nothing to do with the projection of an eclipse. 

24. This mystery of the gods is not to be imparted indiscrim- 
inately : it is to be made known to the well-tried pupil, who 
remains a year under instruction. 

The commentary understands by this mystery, which is to be kept 
with so jealous care, the knowledge of the subject of this chapter, the 
delineation of an eclipse, and not the general subject of eclipses, as 
treated in the past three chapters. It seems a little curious to find a 
matter of so subordinate consequence heralded so pompously in the 
first verse of the chapter, and guarded so cautiously at its close. 


CHAPTER VII. 

OF PLANETARY CONJUNCTIONS. 

Contents : — 1, general classification of planetary conjunctions ; 2-6, method of de- 
termining at what point on the ecliptic, and at what time, two planets will come 
to have the same longitude ; T-XO, how to find the point on the ecliptic to which 
a planet, having latitude, will be referred by a circle passing through the north 
and south points of the horizon ; 11, when a planet must be so referred ; 12, how 
to ascertain the interval between two planets when in conjunction upon such a 
north and south line; 13-14, dimensions of the lesser planets; 15-18, modes of 
exhibiting the coincidence between the calculated and actual places of the planets ; 
18-20, definition of different kinds of conjunction ; 20-21, when a planet, in con- 
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junction, is vanquished or victor; 22, ferther definition of different kinds of con- 
junction; 23, usual prevalence of Venus in a conjunction; 23, planetary conjunc- 
tions with the moon ; 24, conjunctions apparent only ; why calculated. 

1. Of the star-planets there take place, with one another, 
encounter (yuddha) and conjunction ( samdgama ) ; with the moon, 
conjunction {samdgama) ; with the sun, heliacal setting {astamana). 

The “star-planets” {Mr&graha) are, of course, the five lesser planets, 
exclusive of the sun and moon, jjfiieir conjunctions with one another 
and with the moon, with the astensms {nakshatra), and with the sun, 
are the subjects of this and the two following chapters. 

For the general idea of “ conjunction” various terms are indifferently 
employed in this chapter, as samdgama, “ coming together”, samyoga, 
“ conjunction,” yoga, “ junction” (in viii. 14, also, melaka, “ meeting”) : 
the word yuti, “ union,” which is constantly used in the same sense by 
the commentary, and which enters into the title of the chapter, graha- 
yutyadhikara , does not occur anywhere in the text. The word which 
we translate “ encounter,” yuddha , means literally “ war, conflict.” 
Verses 18-20, and verse 22, below, give distinctive definitions of some 
of the different kinds of encounter and conjunction. 

2. When the longitude of the swift-moving planet is greater 
than that of the slow one, the conjunction {samyoga) is past ; oth- 
erwise, it is to come : this is the case when the two are moving 
eastward ; if, however, they are retrograding {vakrin), the con- 
trary is true. 

3. When the longitude of the one moving eastward is greater, 
the conjunction {samdgama) is past ; but when that of the one 
that is retrograding is greater, it is to come. Multiply the dis- 
tance in longitude of the planets, in minutes, by the minutes of 
daily motion of each, 

4. And divide the products by the difference of daily motions, 
if both are moving with direct, or both with retrograde, motion : 
if one is retrograding, divide by the sum of daily motions. 

5. The quotient, in minutes, etc., is to be subtracted when the 
conjunction is past, and added when it is to come : if the two are 
retrograding, the contrary ; if one is retrograding, the quotients 
are additive and subtractive respectively. 

6. Thus the two planets, situated in the zodiac, are made to be 
of equal longitude, to minutes. Divide in like manner the dis- 
tance in longitude, and a quotient is obtained which is the time, 
in days, etc. 

The object of this process is to determine where and when the two 
planets of which it is desired to calculate the conjunction will have the 
same longitude. The directions given in the text are in the main so 
clear as hardly to require explication. The longitude and the rate of 
motion of the two planets in question is supposed to have been found for 
some time not far removed from that of their conjunction. Then, in 
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detennining whether the conjunction is past or to come, and at what dis- 
tance, in arc and in time, three separate cases require to be takeu into 
account — when both are advancing, when both are retrograding, and 
when one is advancing and the other retrograding. In the two former 
cases, the planets are approaching or receding from one another by the 
difference of their daily motions ; in the latter, by the sum of their daily 
motions. The point of conjunction will be found by the following pro- 
portion : as the daily rate at which the two areipproaching or receding 
from each other is to their distanced^k>ngitud**so is the daily motion 
of each one to the distance which VRpi have to move before, or which 
it has moved since, the conjunction in longitude. The time, again, 
elapsed or to elapse between the given moment and that of the conjunc- 
tion, will be found by dividing the distance in longitude by the same divi- 
sor as was used in the other part of the process, namely the daily rate 
of approach or separation of the two planets. 

The only other matter which seems to call for more special explana- 
tion than is to be found in the text is, at what moment the process of 
calculation, as thus conducted, shall commence. If a time be fixed 
upon which is too far removed — as, for instance, by an interval of sev- 
eral days — from the moment of actual conjunction, the rate of motion 
of the two planets will be liable to change in the mean time so much ns 
altogether to vitiate the correctness of the calculation. It is probable 
that, as in the calculation of an eclipse (see above, note to iv. 7-8), we are 
supposed, before entering upon the particular process which is the sub- 
ject of this passage, to have ascertained, by previous tentative calcula- 
tions, the midnight next preceding or following the conjunction, and to 
have determined for that time the longitudes and rates of motion of the 
two planets. If so, the operation will give, without farther repetition, 
results having the desired degree of accuracy. The commentary, it may 
be remarked, gives us no light upon this point, as it gave us none in the 
case of the eclipse. 

We have not, however, thus ascertained the time and place of the 
conjunction. This, to the Hindu apprehension, takes place, not when 
the two planets are upon the same secondary to the ecliptic, but when 
they are upon the same secondary to the prime vertical, or upon the 
same circle passing through the north and south points of the horizon. 
Upon such a circle two stars rise and set simultaneously ; upon such a 
one they together pass the meridian : such a line, then, determines 
approximately their relative height above the horizon, each upon its own 
circle of daily revolution. We have also seen above, when considering 
the deflection (valana — see iv. 24-25), that a secondary to the prime ver- 
tical is regarded as determining the north and south directions upon the 
starry concave. To ascertain what will be the place of each planet upon 
the ecliptic when referred to it by such a circle is the object of the fol- 
lowing processes. 

7. Having calculated the measure of the day and night, and 
likewise the latitude ( vikshepa ), in minutes ; having determined 
the meridian-distance (i nata ) and altitude ( unnata ), in time, accord- 
ing to the corresponding orient ecliptic-point ( lagna ) — ’ 
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8. Multiply the latitude by the equinoctial shadow, and divide 
by twelve ; the quotient multiply by the meridian-distance in 
nadis, and divide by the corresponding half-day : 

9. The result, -when latitude is north, is subtractive in the 
eastern hemisphere, and additive in the western ; when latitude 
is south, on the other hand, it is additive in the eastern hemi- 
sphere, and likewise subtractive in the western. 

10. Multiply the minutes of latitude by the degrees of declin- 
ation of the position of the planet increased by three signs: the 
result, in seconds ( vikala ), is additive or subtractive, according as 
declination and latitude are of unlike or like direction. 

11. In calculating the conjunction {yoga ) of a planet and an 
asterism ( naJcshatra ), in determining the setting and rising of a 
planet, afed in finding the elevation of the moon’s cusps, this ope- 
ration for apparent longitude ( drkkarman ) is first prescribed. 

12. Calculate again the longitudes of the two planets for the 
determined time, and from these their latitudes : when the latter 
are of the same direction, take their difference ; otherwise, their 
sum : the result is the interval of the planets. 

The whole operation for determining the point on the ecliptic to 
which a planet, having a given latitude, will be referred by a secondary 
to the prime vertical, is called its drkkarman. Both parts of this com- 
pound we have had before— the latter, signifying “ ojjteation, process of 
calculation,” in ii. 37, 42, etc. — for the former, see the notes to iii. 28- 
34, and v. 5-6 : here we are to understand it as signifying the “ appar- 
ent longitude” of a planet, when referred to the ecliptic in the manner 
stated, as distinguished from its true or actual longitude, reckoned in the 
usual way : we accordingly translate the whole term, as in verse 11, 
“ operation for apparent longitude.” The operation, like the somewhat 
analogous one by which the ecliptic-deflection (valana) is determined 
(see above, iv. 24-25), consists of two separate processes, which receive 
in the commentary distinct names, corresponding with those applied to 
the two parts of the process for calculating the deflection. The whole 
subject may he illustrated by reference to the next figure (Fig. 28). This 
represents the projection of a part of the sphere upon a horizontal plane, 
N and E being the north and east points of the horizon, and Z the 
zenith. Let C L be the position of the ecliptic at the moment of con- 
junction in longitude, C being the orient ecliptic-point (lagna) ; and let 
M be the point at which the conjunction in longitude of the two planets 
S and V, each upon its parallel of celestial latitude, c l and c' l', and hav- 
ing latitude equal to SM and VM respectively, will take place. Through 
Y and S draw secondaries to the prime vertical, N V and N S, meeting 
the ecliptic in v and s : these latter are the points of apparent longitude 
of the two planets, which are still removed from a true conjunction by 
the distance vs: in order to the ascertainment of the time of that true 
conjunction, it is desired to know the positions of v and s, or their re- 
spective distances from M. From P, the pole of the equator, draw also 
circles through the two planets, meeting the ecliptic in s' and v ' : then, 
VOL. vi. 40 
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in order to find M s, we ascertain the values of * s' and M s' ; and, in 
like manner, to find M v, we ascertain the values of v v' and M v'. Now 

at the equator, or in a right 
sphere, the circles N S and 
PS would coincide, and 
the distance ss' disappear : 
hence, the amount of * s' 
being dependent upon the 
latitude {aksha) of the ob- 
server, N P, the process by 
which it is calculated is 
called the “ operation for 
latitude” ( akshadrkkarman , 
or else aksha drkkarman). 
■Again, if P and M were the 
same point, or if the eclip- 
tic and equator coincided, 
P S and P' S would coin- 
cide, and M s' would disap- 
pear : hence the process of 
calculation of M s' is called 
the “ operation for ecliptic- 
deviation” ( ayanadrkkar - 
man, or dyana drkkarman). 
The latter of the two pro- 
cesses, although stated after 
the other in the text, is the 
one first explained by the 
commentary : we will also, 
as in the case of the deflec- 
tion (note to iv. 24-25), 
give to it our first attention. 

The point to which the planet is referred by a circle passing through 
the pole P, is styled by the commentary ayanagraha, “ the planet’s lon- 
gitude as corrected for ecliptic-deviation,” and the distance M s’, which 
it is desired to ascertain, is called ayanakal&s, “ the correction, in min- 
utes, for ecliptio-deviation.” Instead, however, of finding M s', the pro- 
cess taught in the text finds M t, the corresponding distance on the cir- 
cle of daily revolution, D R, of the point M — which is then assumed 
equal to M The proportion upon which the rule, as stated in verse 
10, is ultimately founded, is 

R : sin M S t : : M S : M t 

the triangle M S <, which is always very small, being treated as if it 
were a plane triangle, right-angled at t. But now also, as the latitude 
M S is always a small quantity, the angle PSP' may be treated as if 
equal to PMP' (not drawn in the figure); and this angle is, as was 
shown in connection with iv. 24—25, the deflection of the ecliptic from 
the equator ( dyana valana) at M, which is regarded as equal to the 
declination of the point 90° in advance of M : this point, for conven- 
ience’s sake, we will call M'. Our .proportion becomes, then 
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all the quantities which it contains being in terms of minutes. To bring 
this proportion, now, to the form in which it appears in the text, it*is 
made to undergo a most fantastic and unscientific series ot alterations. 
The greatest declination (ii. 28) being 24°, and its sine 139?', which is 
nearly fifty-eight times twenty-four — since 58X24—1392 — it is assumed 
that fifty-eight times the number of degrees in any given arc of declina- 
tion will be equal to the number of minutes in the sine of that are. 
Again, the value of radius, 3438', admits of being roughly divided into 
the two factors fifty-eight and sixty — since 58 X B0=S3480, Substitut- 
ing, then, these values in the proportion as stated, we have 

58X60 '• 58 X decl. M' in degr. : : latitude in min. : M t 
Cancelling, again, the common factor in the firat two terms, and trans- 
ferring the factor 60 to the fourth term, we obtain finally 

1 : decL M' in degr. : : latitude in min. : M 1X60 
that is to say, if the latitude of the planet, in minutes, he multiplied by 
the declination, in degrees, of a point 90° in advance of the planet, the 
result will be a quantity which, after being divided by sixty, or reduced 
from seconds to minutes, is to be accepted as the reqt&ed interval on 
ecliptic between the real place of the planet and the point to which 
it is referred by a secondary to the equator. 

This explanation of the rule is the one given by the commentator, 
nor are we able to see that it admits of any other. The reduction of 
the original proportion to its final form is a process to which we have 
heretofore found no parallel, and which appears equally absurd and 
uncalled for. That M t is taken as equivalent to M *' has, as will appear 
from a consideration of the next process, a certain propriety, ' 

The value of the arc M s' being thus found, the question arises, in 
which direction it shall be measured from M. This depends upon the 
position of M with reference to the solstitial colure. At the colure, the 
lines PS and P'S coincide, so that, whatever be the latitude of a planet, 
it will, by a secondary to the equator, be referred to the ecliptic at its 
true point of longitude. From the winter solstice onward to the summer 
solstice, or when the point M is upon the sun’s northward path ( uttara - 
yana ), a planet having north latitude will be referred backward on the 
ecliptic by a circle from the pole, and a planet having south latitude will 
be referred forward. If M, on the other hand, be upon the sun’s south- 
ward path (dahhinayana), a planet haring north latitude at that point 
will be referred forward, and one haring south latitude backward : this 
is the case illustrated by the figure. The statement of the text virtually 
agrees with this, it being evident that, when M is on the northward 
path, the declination of the point 90® in advance of it will be north ; and 
the contrary. 

We come now to consider the other part of the operation, or the 
Aksha drkkarman, which forms the subject of verses 7-9. As the first 
step, we are directed to ascertain the day and the night respectively of 
the point of the ecliptic at which the two planets are in conjunction in 
longitude, for the purpose of determining also its distance in time from 
the horizon and from the meridian. This is accomplished as follows. 
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Having the longitude of the point in question (M in the last figure), 
we calculate (by ii. 28) its declination, which gives us (by ii. 60) the 
radius of its diurnal circle, and (by ii. 61) its ascensional difference; 
whence, again, is derived (by ii. 62-63) the length of its day and night. 
Again, having the time of conjunction at M, we easily calculate the 
sun’s longitude at the moment, and this and the time together give us 
(by iii. 46-48) the longitude of C, the orient ecliptic-point : then (by 
iii. 50) we ascertain directly the difference between the time when M rose 
and that when C rises, which is the altitude in time ( unnata ) of M : the 
difference between this and the half-day is the meridian-distance in time 
(nata) of the same point. If the conjunction takes place when M is 
below the horizon, or during its night, its distance from the horizon and 
from the inferior meridian is determined in like manner. 

The direct object of this part of the general process being to -find the 
value of s s', we note first that that distance is evidently greatest at the 
horizon ; farther, that it disappears at the meridian, where the lines P S 
and N S coincide. If, then, it is argued, its value at the horizon can be 
ascertained, w r e may assume it to vary as the distance from the meridian. 
The accompanying figure (Fig. 29) will illustrate the method by which 
it is attempted to calculate s s' at the horizon. Suppose the planet S, 
Fie. $>. being removed in latitude to the distance 

MS from M, the point of the ecliptic 
which determines its longitude, to be upon 
the horizon, and let V, as before, be the 
point to which it is referred by a circle 
from the north pole : it is desired to deter- 
mine the value of s s'. Let D R be the 
circle of diurnal revolution of the point 
M, meeting S s' in t, and the horizon in w : 
S t w may be regarded as a plane right-angled triangle, having its angles 
at S and w respectively equal to the observer’s latitude and co-latitude. 
In that triangle, to find the value of t w, we should make the proportion 
cos <Sw:sin<Sw::<S:iw 

Now the first of these ratios, that of the cosine to the sine of latitude, 
is (see above, iii. 17) the same with that of the gnomon to the equinoc- 
tial shadow : again, as the difference of M t and M s' was in the pre- 
ceding process neglected, so here the difference of S M and S t ; and 
finally, i w, the true result of the process, is accepted as the equivalent 
of s' s, the distance sought. The proportion then becomes 

gnom. : eq. shad. : : latitude : required dist. at horizon 
The value of the required distance at the horizon having been thus 
ascertained, its value at any given altitude is, as pointed out above, deter- 
mined by a proportion, as follows : as the planet’s distance in time from 
the meridian when upon the horizon is to the value of this correction at 
the horizon, so is any given distance from the meridian (nata) to the 
value at that distance ; or 

half-day : mer.-dist. in time : : result of last proportion : required distance 
The direction in which the distance thus found is to be reckoned, start- 
ing in each case from the ay ana graha, or place of the planet on the 
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ecliptic as determined by a secondary to tbe equator, which was ascer- 
tained by the preceding process, is evidently as the text states it in verse 
9. In the eastern hemisphere, which is the case illustrated by the figure, 
s' s is additive to the longitude of s', while v‘ v is subtractive from the 
longitude of v' : in the western hemisphere, the contrary would be the 
case. The final result thus arrived at is the longitude of the two points 
s and v, to which S and Y are referred by the circles N S and N V, 
drawn through them from the north and south points of the horizon. 

The many inaccuracies involved in these calculations are too palpable 
to require pointing out in detail. The whole operation is a roughly 
approximative one, of which the errors are kept within limits, and the 
result rendered sufficiently correct, only by the general minuteness of 
the quantity entering into it as its main element — namely, the latitude 
of a planet — and by the absence of any severe practical test of its accu- 
racy. It may be remarked that the commentary is well aware of, and 
points out, most of the errors of the processes, excusing them by its 
stereotyped plea of their insignificance, and the merciful disposition of 
the divine author of the treatise. 

Having thus obtained s and v, the apparent longitudes of the two 
planets at the time when their true longitude is M, the question arises, 
how we shall determine the time of apparent conjunction. Upon this 
point the text gives us no light at all : according to the commentary, we 
are to repeat the process prescribed in verses 2-6 above, determining, 
from a consideration of the rate and direction of motion of the planets 
in connection with their new places, whether the conjunction sought for 
is past or to come, and then ascertaining, by dividing the distance v s 
by their daily rate of approach or recession, the time of the conjunction. 
It is evident, however, that one of the elements of the process of correc- 
tion for latitude ( ak.ihadrkkarman ), namely the meridian-distance, is 
changing so rapidly, as compared with the slow motion of the planets in 
their orbits, that such a process could not yield results at all approaching 
to accuracy : it also appears that two slow-moving planets might have 
more than one, and even several apparent conjunctions on successive 
days, at different times in the day, being found to stand together upon 
the same secondary to the prime vertical at different altitudes. We 
do not see how this difficulty is met by anything in the text or in 
the commentary. The text, assuming the moment of apparent conjunc- 
tion to have been, by whatever method, already determined, goes on to 
direct us, in verse 12, to calculate anew, for that moment, tbe latitudes 
of the two planets, in order to obtain their distance from one another. 
Here, again, is a slight inaccuracy : the interval between the two, meas- 
ured upon a secondary to the prime vertical, is not precisely equal to 
the sum or difference of their latitudes, which are measured upon second- 
aries to the ecliptic. The ascertainment of this interval is necessary, in 
order to determine the name and character of the conjunction, as will 
appear farther on (vv. 18-20, 22). 

The cases mentioned in verse 11, in which, as well as in calculating 
the conjunctions of two planets with one another, this operation for 
apparent longitude (drkkarman) needs to be performed, are the subjects 
of tbe three following chapters. 
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13. The diameters upon the moon’s orbit of Mars, Saturn, 
Mercury, and Jupiter, are declared to be thirty, increased suc- 
cessively by half the half ; that of Venus is sixty. 

14. These, divided by the sum of radius and the fourth hvpoth- 
enuse, multiplied by two, and again multiplied by radius, are the 
respective corrected ( sphuta ) diameters : divided by fifteen, they 
are the measures imdnci) in minutes. 

We have seen above, in connection with the calculation of eclipses 
(iv. 2-5), that the diameters of the sun, moon, and shadow had to be 
reduced, for measurement in minutes, to the moon’s mean distance, at 
which fifteen yojanas make a minute of arc. Here we find the dimen- 
sions of the five lesser planets, when . at their mean distances from the 
earth, stated only in the form of the portion of the moon’s mean orbit 
covered by them, their absolute size being left undetermined. We add 
them below, in a tabular form, both in yojanas and as reduced to min- 
utes, appending also the corresponding estimates of Tycho Brahe (which 
we take from Delambre), and the true apparent diameters of the plan- 
ets, as seen from the earth at their greatest and least distances. 

Apparent Diameters of the Planets, according to the Surya- Siddhanta, 
to Tycho Brahe, and to Modern Science. 


Planet. 

Surya-Si 

in yojanas. 

ddhanta : 

in arc. 

Tyclio 

Brahe. 

Modems : 
least. greatest. 

Mars, 

3o 

2 ’ 

i' 4o" 

4" 

si" 

Saturn, 

3 7i 

s' 3o" 

i' 5o" 

i5" 

si" 

Mercury, 

45 

3' 

s' io" 

4" 

is" 

Jupiter, 

5s$ 

3' 3o" 

s' 45" 

3o" 

49" 

Venus, 

6o 

4' 

3' i5" 

9" 

i' i4" 


This table shows how greatly exaggerated are wont to be any deter- 
minations of the magnitude of the planetary orbs made by the unas- 
sisted eye alone. This effect is due to the well-known phenomenon of 
the irradiation, which increases the apparent size of a brilliant body 
when seen at some distance. It will be noticed that the Hindu esti- 
mates do not greatly exceed those of Tycho, the most noted and accu- 
rate of astronomical observers prior to the invention of the telescope. 
In respect to order of magnitude they entirely agree, and both accord 
with the relative apparent size of the planets, except that to Mercury 
and Venus, whose proportional brilliancy, from their nearness to the 
sun, is greater, is assigned too high a rank. Tycho also established a 
scale of apparent diameters for the fixed stars, varying from 2', for the 
first maguitude, down to 20", for the sixth. We do not find that 
Ptolemy made any similar estimates, either for planets or for fixed stars. 

The Hindus, however, push their empiricism one step farther, gravely 
laying down a rule by which, from these mean values, the true values 
of the apparent diameters at any given time may be found. The funda- 
mental proportion is, of course, 

. true dist. : mean dist. : : mean app. diam. : true app. diam. 
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The second term of this proportion is represented by radius : for the 
first we have, according to the translation given, one half the sum of 
radius and the fourth hypothenuse, bv which is meant the “ variable 
hypothenuse” ( cala karna) found in the course of the fourth, or last, 
process for finding the true place of the planet (see above, ii. 43-45). 
The term, however (tricatvhkarnu), which is translated “ radius and the 
fourth hypothenuse” is much more naturally rendered “third and fourth 
liypothennses” ; and the latter interpretation is also mentioned by the 
commentator as one handed down by tradition ( sampradayika ) : but, 
he adds, owing to the fact that the length of the hypothenuse is not 
calculated in the third process, that for finding finally the equation of 
the centre (maudakarmun), and that that hypothenuse cannot therefore 
be referred to here as known, modern interpreters understand the first 
member of the compound (tri) as an abbreviation for “radius” ( trijya ), 
and translate it accordingly. We must confess that the other interpre- 
tation seems to us to be powerfully supported by both the letter of the 
text and the reason of the matter. The substitution of tri for trijya in 
such a connection is quite too violent to be borne, nor do we see why 
half the sum of radius and the fourth hypothenuse should be taken as 
representing the planet’s true distance, rather than the fourth hypothe- 
nuse alone, which was employed (see above, ii. 56-58) in calculating the 
latitude of the planets. On the other hand, there is reason for adopt- 
ing, as the relative value of a planet’s true distance, the average, or half 
the sum, of the third hypothenuse, or the planet’s distance as affected 
by the eccentricity of its orbit, and the fourth, or its distance as affected 
by the motion of the earth in her orbit. There seems to us good 
reason, therefore, to suspect that verse 1 4 — and with it, probably, also 
verse 13 — is an intrusion into the Surya-Siddhanta from some other sys- 
tem, which did not make the grossly erroneous assumption, pointed out 
under ii. 39, of the equality of the sine of anomaly in the epicycle 
(i bhujajyaphala ) with the sine of the equation, but in which the hypoth- 
enuse and the sine of the equation were duly calculated in the process 
for finding the equation of the apsis ( mandakarmav ), as well as in that 
for finding the equation of the conjunction (jighrakarman). 

%. Exhibit, upon the shadow-ground, the planet at the ex- 
tremity of its shadow reversed : it is viewed at the apex of the 
gnomon in its mirror. 

As a practical test of the accuracy of bis calculations, or as a con- 
vincing proof to the pupil or other person of his knowledge and skill, 
the teacher is here directed to set up a gnomon upon ground properly 
prepared for exhibiting the shadow, and to calculate and lay off from the 
base of the gnomon, but in the opposite to the true direction, the shad- 
ow which a planet would cast at a given time ; upon placing, then, a 
horizontal mirror at the extremity of the shadow, the reflected image of 
the planet s disk will be seen in it at the given time by an eve placed at 
the apex of the gnomon. The principle of the experiment is clearly' 
correct, and the rules and processes taught in the second and third chap- 
ters aftord the means of carrying it out, since from them, the shadow 
which any star would cast, had it light enough, may be as readily' deter- 
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mined as that which the sun actually casts. As no case of precisely this 
character has hitherto been presented, we will briefly indicate the course 
of the calculation. The day and night of the planet, and its distance 
from the meridian, or its hour-angle, are found in the same manner as in 
the process previously explained (p. 312, above), excepting that here the 
planet’s latitude, and its declination as affected by latitude, must be cal- 
culated, by ii. 56-58 ; and then the hour-angle and the ascensional differ- 
ence, by iii. 34-36, give the length of the shadow at the given time, 
together with that of its hypothenuse. The question would next be in 
what direction to lay off the shadow from the base of the gnomon. 
This is accomplished by means of the base (bhvja) of the shadow, or its 
value when projected on a north and south line. From the declination 
is found, by iii. 20-22, the length of the noon-shadow and its hypothe- 
nuse, and from the latter, with the declination, comes, by iii. 22-23, the 
measure of amplitude ( agra ) of the given shadow ; whence, by iii. 23- 
25, is derived its base. Having thus both its length and the distance 
of its extremity from an east and west line running through the base of 
the gnomon, we lay it off without difficulty. 

16. Take two gnomons, five cubits ( hasta ) in height, stationed 
according to the variation of direction, separated by the inter- 
val of the two planets, and buried at the base one cubit. 

17. Then fix the two hypothenuses of the shadow.', passing 
from the extremity of the shadow through the apex of each 
gnomon : and, to a person situated at the point of union of the 
extremities of the shadow and hypothenuse, exhibit 

18. The two planets in the sky, situated at the apex each of 
its own gnomon, and arrived at a coincidence of observed place 
(drg). . . . 

This is a proceeding of much the same character with that which 
forms the subject of the preceding passage. In order to make apprer 
hensible, by observation, the conjunction of two planets, as calculated by 
the methods of this chapter, two gnomons, of about the height of a 
man, are set up. At what distance and direction from one another tlfiy 
are to be fixed is not clearly shown. The commentator interprets the 
expression “interval of the two planets” (v. 16), to mean their distance in 
minutes on the secondary to the prime vertical, as ascertained according 
to verse 12, above, reduced to digits by the method taught in iv. 26 ; 
while, by “ according to the variation of direction,” he would understand 
merely, in the direction from the observer of the hemisphere in which the 
planets at the moment of conjunction are situated. The latter phfase, 
however, as thus explained, seems utterly nugatory ; nor do we see of 
what use it would be to make the north and south interval of the bases of 
the gnomons, in digits, correspond with that of the planets in minutes. 
We do not think it would be difficult to understand the directions given 
in the text as meaning, in effect, that the two gnomons should be so sta- 
tioned as to cast their shadows to the same point : it would be easy to 
do this, since., at the time in question, the extremities of two shadows 
cast from one gnomon by the two stars would be in the same north and 



vii. 23. ] 


Silrya- Siddhdn la. 


817 


south line, and it would only be necessary to set the second gnomon as 
far south of the first as the end of the shadow cast by the southern star 
was north of that cast by the other. Then, if a hole were sunk in the 
ground at the point of intersection of the two shadows, and a person 
enabled to place his eye there, he would, at the proper moment, see both 
the planets with the same glance, and each at the apex of its own gnomon. 

In the eighteenth verse also we have ventured to disregard the author- 
ity of the commentator : he translates the words drktuh/atam itas 
“come within the sphere of sight.” while we understand by drklulyotd , 
as in other cases (ii. 14, iii. 11), the coincidence between observed and 
computed position. 

Such passages as this and the preceding are not without interest and 
value, as exhibiting the rudeness of the Hindu methods of observation, 
and also as showing the unimportant and merely illustrative part which 
observation was meant to play in their developed system of astronomy. 

18. . . . When there is contact of the stars, it is styled “ de- 
piction” (ullekha) ; when there is separation, “ division” ( bheclu ) ; 

19. An encounter ( yuddha ) is called “ray-obliteration” ( angu ■ 
vimarda) when there is mutual minglingof rays : when the inter- 
val is less than a degree, the encounter is named “ dexter” (apa- 
savya) — if, in this case, one be faint (anu). 

20. If the interval be more than a degree, it is “conjunction” 
( samagama ), if both are endugd with power (halo). One that i 3 
vanquished (jita) in a dextePencounter ( apasavya yuddha), one 
that is covered, faint (anu), destitute of brilliancy, 

21. One that is rough, colorless, struck down (vidhvasta), situ- 
ated to the south, is utterly vanquished*(v//h«). One situated to 
the north, having brilliancy, large, is victor (jay in) — and even in 
the south, if powerful (balin). 

22. Even when closely approached, if both are brilliant, it is 
“ conjunction” (samagama) : if the two are very small, and struck 
down, it is “front” (Jcuta) and “conflict” (vigraha), respectively. 

23. Yenus is generally victor, whether situated to the north or 
to the south. . . . 

In this passage, as later in a whole chapter (chap, xi), we quit the 
proper domain of astronomy, and trench upon that of astrology. How- 
ever intimately connected the two sciences may be in practice, they are, 
in general, kept distinct in treatment— the Siddhantas, or astronomical 
text-books, furnishing, as in the present instance, only the scientific basis, 
the data and methods of calculation of the positions of the heavenly 
bodied, their eclipses, conjunctions, risings and settings, and the like, 
while the Sanhitas, Jhtakas, Tajikas, etc., the astrological treatises, make 
the superstitions applications of the science to the explanation of the 
planetary influences, and their determination of human fates. Thus the 
celebrated astronomer, Varaha-mihira, besides his astronomies, com- 
posed separate astrological works, which are still extant, while the for- 
mer have become lost. It is by no means impossible that these verses 
may be an interpolation into the original text of the Surya-Siddhanta. 
They form only a disconnected fragment : it is not to be supposed that 
VOL. VI. 41 
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they contain a complete statement and definition of all the different 
kinds of conjunction recognized and distinguished by technical appella- 
tions ; nor do they fully set forth the circumstances which determine the 
result of a hostile “ encounter” between two planets : while a detailed 
explanation of some of the distinctions indicated — as, for instance, when 
a planet is “powerful” or the contrary — could not be given without enter- 
ing quite deeply into the subject of the Hindu astrology. This we do 
not regard ourselves as called upon to do here : indeed, it would not be 
possible to accomplish it satisfactorily without aid from original sources 
which are not accessible to us. We shall content ourselves with follow- 
ing the example of the commentator, who explains simply the sense and 
connection of the verses, as given in our translation, citing one or two 
parallel passages from works of kindred subject. We would only point 
out farther that it has been shown in the most satisfactory manner (as by 
Whish, in Trans. Lit. Soc. Madras, 1827 ; Weber, in his Indische Studien, 
ii. 236 etc.) that the older Hindu science of astrology, as represented by 
Varaha-mihira and others, reposes entirely upon the Greek, as its later 
forms depend also, in part, upon the Arab ; the latter connection being 
indicated even in the common title of the more modern treatises, t&jika, 
which comes from the Persian tazi, “ Arab.” Weber gives (Ind. Stud, 
ii. 277 etc.) a translation of a passage from Yarhha-mihira’s lesser treat- 
ise, which states in part the circumstances determining the “power” of a 
planet in different situations, absolute or relative : partial explanations 
upon the same subject furnished to ths^ranslator in India by his native 
assistant, agree with these, and both sword closely with the teachings 
of the Tetrabiblos, the astrological work attributed to Ptolemy. 

23. . . . Perform in like manner the calculation of the con- 
junction ( samyoga ) of tb« planets with the moon. 

This is all that the treatise says respecting the conjunction of the 
moon with the lesser planets : of the phenomenon, sometimes so striking, 
of the oecultation of the latter by the former, it takes no especial notice. 
The commentator cites an additional half-verse as sometimes included in 
the chapter, to the effect that, in calculating a conjunction, the moon’s 
latitude is to be reckoned as corrected by her parallax, in latitude {ava- 
nati), but rejects it, as making the chapter over-full, and as being super- 
fluous, since the nature of the case determines the application here of 
the general rules for parallax presented in. Hie fifth chapter. Of any 
parallax of the planets themselves nothing k said : of course, to calcu- 
late the moon’s parallax by the methods as already given is, in effect, to 
attribute to them all a horizontal parallax of . the same value with that 
assigned to the sun, or about 4'. 

The final verse of the chapter is a caveat against the supposition* that, 
when a “ conjunction” of two planets is spoken of, anything more is 
meant than that they appear to approach one another ; while neverthe- 
less, this apparent approach requires to be treated of, on account of its 
influence upon human fates. „ 1 . 

24. Unto the good and evil fortune of men is this system set 
forth : the planets move on upon their own paths, approaching 
one another at a distance. 


viii. 1.] 


Surya-Siddhdnta. 


319 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE ASTERISKS. 

Contest*: — 1-9, position* of the asterisms ; 10-12, of certain fixed stars ; 12, direc- 
tion to test by observation the accuracy of these positions ; 13, splitting of 
Rohini’s wain ; 14-15, how to determine the conjunction of a planet with an 
asterism ; 16-19, which is the junction-star in each asterism ; 20-21, positions of 
other fixed stars. 

1. Now are set forth the positions of the asterisms (hha), in 
minutes. If the share of each one, then, be multiplied by ten, 
and increased by the minutes in the portions ( bhoga ) of the past 
asterisms ( dhisknya ), the result will be the polar longitudes 
( dhruva ). 

The proper title of this chapter is nakshatragrahayutyadhikdra, “ chap- 
ter of the conjunction of asterisms and planets,” but the subject of con- 
junction occupies but a small space in it, being limited to a direction 
(vv. 14—15) to apply, with the necessary modifications, the methods 
taught in the preceding chapter. The chapter is mainly occupied with 
such a definition of the positions of the asterisms — to which are added 
also those of a few of the more prominent among the fixed stars — as is 
necessary in order to render their conjunctions capable of being calculated. 

Before proceeding to give the passage which states the positions of 
the asterisms, we will explain the manner in which these are defined. In 
the accompanying figure (Fig. 30), let E L represent the eqnator, and C 

L the ecliptic, 1’ and P' being their respec- 
tive poles. Let S be the position of any 
given star, and through it draw tlie circle 
of declination P S a. Then a is the point 
on the ecliptic of which the distance from 
the first of Aries and from the star respec- 
tively are here given as its longitude and 
latitude. So far as the latitude is con- 
cerned, this is not unaccordant with the 
usage of the treatise hitherto. Latitude 
(vilcshepa, “ disjection”) is the amount by 
which any body is removed from the 
declination which it ought to have — that 
is, from the point of the ecliptic which it 
ought to occupy — declination ( kranti , apa- 
krama) being always, according to the 
Hindu understanding of the term, in the 
ecliptic itself. In the ease of a planet, 
whose proper path is in the ecliptic, the 
point of that circle which it ought to occu- 
py is determined by its calculated longi- 
tude : in the ci.se of a fixed star, whose only motion is about the pole of 
the heavens, its point of declination is that to which it is referred by a 
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circle through that pole. Thus, in the figure, the declination ( kr&nti ) of 
8 would be c a, or the distance of a from the equator at c : its latitude 
(vilcahepa) is a S, or its distance from a. We have, accordingly, the 
same term used here as before. To designate the position in longitude 
of o, on the other hand, we have a new term, dhruva, or, as below, (vv. 
12, 15), dhruvaka. This comes from the adjective dhruva, “fixed, im- 
movable,” by which the poles of the heaven (see below, xii. 43) are desig- 
nated ; and, if we do not mistake its application, it indicates, as here 
employed, the longitude of a star as referred to the ecliptic by a circle 
from the pole. We venture, then, to translate it by “polar longitude,” 
as we also render vikshepa, in this connection, by “ polar latitude,” it 
being desirable to have for these quantities distinctive names, akin 
with one another. Colebrooke employs “ apparent longitude and lati- 
tude,” which are objectionable, as being more properly applied to the 
results of the process taught in the last chapter (w. 7-10). 

The mode of statement of the polar longitudes is highly artificial and 
arbitrary : a number is mentioned which, when multiplied by ten, will 
give the position of each asterism, in minutes, in its own “ portion” 
( bho<ja ), or arc of 13° 20' in the ecliptic (see ii. 64). 

This passage presents a name for the asterisms, dhishnya, which has 
not occurred before ; it is found once more below, in xi. 21. 

2. Forty-eight, forty, sixty-five, fifty-seven, fifty-eight, four, 
seventy-eight, seventy-six, fourteen, 

3. Fifty-four, sixty-four, fifty, sixty, forty, seventy -four, sev- 
enty-eight, sixty-four. 

4. Fourteen, six, four : Uttara-Ashadha, ( v&icva ) is at the 
middle of the portion ( bhoga ) of Purva-Ashadha ( apya ) ; Abhi- 
jit, likewise, is at the end of Purva-Ashadha; the position of 
Qravana is at the end of Uttara-Ashadha ; 

6. yravishthfi, on the other hand, is at the point of connec- 
tion of the third and fourth quarters (pada ) of Qravaiia: then, 
in their own portions, eighty, thirty-six, twenty-two, 

6. Seventy-nine. Now their respective latitudes, reckoned 
from the point of declination ( apakrama ) of each : ten, twelve, 
five, north ; south, five, ten, nine ; 

7. North, six ; nothing ; south, seven ; north, nothing, twelve, 
thirteen ; south, eleven, two ; then thirty-seven, north ; 

8. South, one and a half, three, four, nine, five and a half, five ; 
north, also, sixty, thirty, and also thirty-six ; 

9. South, half a degree ; twenty-four, north, twenty-six degrees; 
nothing — for Agvini ( dasra ), etc., in succession. 

The text here assumes that the names of the asterisms, and the order 
of their succession, are so familiarly known as to render it unnecessary 
to rehearse them. It has been already noticed (see above, i, 48-51, 55, 
56-58, etc.) that a similar assumption was made as regards the names 
and succession of the months, signs of the zodiac, years of Jupiter’s 
cycle, and the like. Many of the asterisms have more than one appel- 
lation : we present in the annexed table those by which they are more 
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generally and familiarly known ; the others will be stated farther on. 
Nearly all these titles are to be found in our text, occurring here and 
there; a few of the asterisms, however, (the 5th, 6th, 9th, and 17th), 
are mentioned only by appellations derived from the names of the dei- 
ties to whom they are regarded as belonging, and one (the 25th) chances 
not to be once distinctively spoken of. W e append to the names, in a 
tabular form, the data presented in this passage ; namely, the position 
of each asterism ( nakshatra ) in the arc of the ecliptic to which it gives 
name, and which is styled its “portion” ( bhoga ), the resulting polar lon- 
gitudes, and the polar latitudes. And since it is probable (see note to 
the latter half of v. 12, below) that the latter were actually derived by 
calculation from true declinations and right ascensions, ascertained by 
observation, we have endeavored to restore those more original data by 
calculating them back again, according to the data and methods of this 
Siddhanta — the declinations by ii. 28, the right ascensions by iii. 44-48 
— and we insert our results in the table, rejecting odd minutes less than 
ten. 

Positions of the Junction- Stars of the Asterisms. 


No. 

Name. 

Positi n 
in its 
Portion. 

Polar 

Longitude. 

Polar 

Latitude. 

Right 

A*cen«ioa 

True 

Dec 1 j nation. 

Interval 

in 

Longitude 

Interval 

in 

R. A. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

>9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
2$ 

26 

27 

28 

Ajvini, 

Bharant, 

Krttika, 

Rohini, 

Mrgafirsha, 

ArdrS, 

Punarvasu, 

Pushya, 

A§lesM, 

Magha, 

P.-Phalguni, 

U.-Phalgun!, 

Hasta, 

Oitr&, 

SvSti, 

Vij&khi, 

AnurMhA, 

Jyeshth&, 

Mula, 

P.Ashadhft, 

tr.-Ashadha, 

Abhijit, 

(Havana, 

(jravisbthA, 

9atabhishaj, 

P.'BhSdrapadi, 

U.-BMdrapadS, 

Revati, 

0 1 

8 0 
6 4o 

10 5o 

9 3o 
9 4o 

0 40 
i3 0 
12 4o 

2 20 

9 0 

10 4o 
8 20 

10 0 

6 4o 

12 20 

13 0 
10 4° 

2 20 

1 0 

0 40 

i3 20 
6 0 

3 4o 
i3 10 

0 * 

8 0 

20 0 

37 3o 
?9 3o 
63 0 
67 20 

93 0 
106 0 

109 0 
129 0 

i44 0 

1 55 0 
170 0 

180 0 
199 0 
2l3 0 

224 0 

229 0 
241 0 

254 0 

260 0 
266 4o 
280 0 
290 0 
320 0 
3a6 0 
337 0 
359 5o 

0 1 

10 0 N. 

12 0 “ 

5 0“ 

5 0 S. 

10 0 “ 
9 0 “ 

6 oN. 

0 0 

7 OS. 

0 0 

12 oN. 

13 0 “ 

11 0 S. 

2 0 “ 
37 oN. 

1 3o S. 

3 0 “ 

4 0 “ 
9 0 “ 

5 3o “ 

5 0 “ 

60 oN. 
3o 0“ 
36 0 “ 
0 3o S. 

24 oN. 

26 0 “ 

0 0 

0 / 

7 3o 
18 3o 
35 20 
47 20 
61 0 
65 40 
93 10 
107 10 

1 10 3o 

1 3 1 10 
i46 10 

1 56 5o 
170 4° 
180 0 
197 4o 
210 5o 
221 5o 
226 5o 
238 5o 
252 5o 
259 20 
266 20 
280 5o 
291 3o 
322 10 
328 10 
338 4o 
359 5o 

0 1 

i3 20 N. 

20 0 “ 
19 20 “ 
i3 0 “ 
11 20 “ 

13 0 “ 
3o 0 “ 
23 0 “ 

1 5 40 “ 

18 20 “ 

25 5o “ 
22 5o “ 

7 08. 
20“ 
29 20 N. 

14 20 S. 

19 20 “ 

21 5o “ 
29 5o “ 
28 3o “ 
28 4o “ 
36 0 N. 

6 20 “ 
i3 3o “ 

15 4o 8. 
10 5o N. 

16 5o “ 

0 0 

0 1 

12 0 

17 3o 

12 0 

13 3 o 

4 20 
25 4o 

13 0 

3 0 

20 0 

i5 0 

11 0 

1 5 0 

10 0 

19 0 

14 0 

11 0 

5 0 

1 2 0 

13 0 

6 0 

6 4o 

i3 20 

10 0 

3o 0 

6 0 

11 0 

22 5o 

8 10 

0 < 

11 0 

16 5o 

12 0 

1 3 4o 

4 4o 
27 3o 

14 0 
3 20 

20 4o 

15 0 

10 4o 
i3 5o 

9 20 

17 4o 

13 10 

1 1 0 

5 0 

12 0 

14 0 

6 3o 

7 ° 
i4 3o 
10 4o 
3o 4o 

6 0 
10 3o 

21 10 

7 4o 
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Our calculations, it should be remarked, are founded upon the as- 
sumption that, at the time when the observations were made of which 
our text records the results, the vernal equinox coincided with the 
initial point of the Hindu sidereal sphere, or with the beginning of 
the portion of the asterism Acvini, a point 10' eastward on th#ecliptic 
from the star £ Piscium : this was actually the case (see above, under i. 
27) about A. I>. 560. The question how far this assumption is sup- 
ported by evidence contained in the data themselves will be considered 
later. To fill out the table, we have also added the intervals in right 
ascension and in polar longitude. 

The stars of which the text thus accurately defines the positions do 
not, in most cases, by themselves alone, constitute the asterisms (nak- 
shatra) ; they are only the principal members of tbe several groups of 
stars — each, in the calculation of conjunctions [yoga) between the plan- 
ets and the asterisms (see below, w. 14-15), "representing its group, and 
therefore called (see below, vv. 16-19) the “junction-star” (yogatara) of 
the asterism. 

It will be at once noticed that while, in a former passage (ii. 64), the 
ecliptic was divided into twenty-seven equal arcs, as portions for the aster- 
isms, we have here presented to us twenty-eight ast|risms, very unequally 
distributed along the ecliptic, and at greatly varying distances from it. 
And it is a point of so much consequence, in order to the right under- 
standing of the character and history of the whole system, to apprehend 
clearly the relation of the groups of stars to the arcs allotted to them, 
that we have prepared the accompanying diagram (Fig. 31) in illustra- 
tion of that relation. The figure represents, in two parts, the circle of 
the ecliptic : along the central lines is marked its division into arcs of 
ten and five degrees : upon the outside of these lines it is farther divided 
into equal twenty-sevenths, or. arcs of 13° 20', and upon the inside into 
equal twenty-eighths, or arcs of 12° 51 f ; these being the portions 
( bhoga ) of two systems of asterisms, twenty-seven and twenty-eight in 
number respectively. The starred lines which run across all the divisions 
mark the polar longitudes, as stated in the text, of tbe junction-stare of 
the asterisms. The names of the latter are set over against them, in the 
inner columns : the names of the portions in the system of twenty-seven 
are given in fall in the outer columns, and those in the system of twenty- 
eight are also placed opposite the portions, upon the inside, in an abbrer 
viated form. 

The text nowhere expressly states which one of the twenty-eight aster- 
isms whieh it recognizes is, in its division of the ecliptic into only twenty- 
seven portions, left without a portion. That Abhijit, -the twenty-second 
of the series, is the one thus omitted, however, is clearly implied in the 
statements of die fourth and fifth verses. Those statements, which have 
caused difficulty to more than one expounder of the passage, and have 
been variously misinterpreted, are made entirely clear by supplying the 
words “ asterism” and “ portion” throughout, where they are to be under- 
stood, thas : “ the asterism TJttara-Ashadha is at the middle of the por- 
tion styled Pftrva-Ash&dba ; the asterism Abhijit, likewise, is at the end 
of the portion Purva-Ashtidha ; the position of the asterism Qravana is 
at the end of the portion receiving its name from Uttar&-Ashhdh& ; while 
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the asterism Qravishtha is between the third and fourth quarters of the 
portion named for Qrarana.” After this interruption to the regularity of 
correspondence of the two systems — the asterism Abhijit being left with- 
out a portion, and the portion Cravishtha containing no asterism — they 
go on dpiin harmoniously together to the close. The figure illustrates 
clearly this condition of things, and shows that, if Abhijit be left out of 
account, the two systems agree so far as this — that twenty -six asterisms 
fall within the limits of portions bearing the same name, while all the 
discordances are confined to one portion of the ecliptic, that comprising 
the 20th to the 23d portions. If, on the other hand, the ecliptic be divi- 
ded into twenty-eighths, and if these be assigned as portions to the 
twenty-eight asterisms, it is seen from the figure that the discordances 
between the two systems will be very great ; that only in twelve instan- 
ces will a portion bo occupied by the asterism bearing its own name, and 
by that alone ; that in sixteen cases asterisms will be found to fall within 
the limits of portions of different name ; that four portions will be left 
without any asterism at all, while four others will contain two each. 

These discordances are enough of themselves to set the whole sub- 
ject of the asterisms in a new light. Whereas it might have seemed, 
from what we have s^en of it heretofore, that the system was fonnded 
upon a division of the ecliptic into twenty-seven equal portions, and the 
selection of a star or a constellation to mark each portion, and to be, as 
it were, its ruler, it now appears that the series of twenty-eight astcr- 
isms may be something independent of, and anterior to, any division of 
the ecliptic into equal arcs, and that the one may have been only arti- 
ficially brought into connection with the other, complete harmony 
between them being altogether impossible. And this view is fully sus- 
tained by evidence derivable from outside the Hindu science of astron- 
omy, and beyond the borders of India. The Parsis, the Arabs, and the 
Chinese, are found also to be in possession of a similar system of divi- 
sion of the heavens into twenty-eight portions, marked or separated by 
as many single stars or constellations. Of the Parsi system little or 
nothing is known excepting the number and names of the divisions, 
which are given in the second chapter of the Bundehesh (see Anquetil 
du Perron’s Zendavesta, etc., ii. 349). The Arab divisions are styled 
manazil al kamar, “ lunar mansions, stations of the moon,” being brought 
into special connection with the moon’s revolution ; they are marked, 
like the Hindu “ portions,” by groups of stars. The first extended com- 
parison of the Hindu asterisms and the Arab mansions was made by Sir 
William Jones, in the second volume of the Asiatic Researches, for 1790 : 
it was, however, only a rude and imperfect sketch, and led its author to 
no valuable or trustworthy conclusions. The same comparison was taken 
up later, with vastly more learning and acuteness, by Colebrooke, whose 
valuable article, published also in the Asiatic Researches, for 1807 (ix. 
j| 323, etc. ; Essays ii. 321, etc.), has ever since remained the chief source 
of knowledge respecting the Hindu asterisms and their relation to the 
lunar mansions of the Arabs. To Anquetil (as above) is due the credit 
of the first suggestion of a coincidence between the P&rsi, Hindu, and 
Chinese systems : but he did nothing more than suggest it : the origin, 
character, and use of the Chinese divisions were first established, and 
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their primitive identity with the Hindu asterisms demonstrated, by Biot, 
in a series of articles published in the Journal des Savants for 1840 : and 
he has more recently, in the volume of the same Journal for 1859, re- 
viewed and restated his former exposition and conclusions. These we 
shall present more fully hereafter : at present it will be enough to say 
that the Chinese divisions are equatorial, not zodiacal ; that they are 
named sieu, “ mansions” ; and that they are the intervals in right ascen- 
sion between certain single stars, which are also called sieu, and have the 
same title with the divisions w hich they introduce. We propose to pre- 
sent here a summary comparison of the Hindu, Arab, and Chinese sys- 
tems, in connection with an identification of the stars and groups of 
stars forming the Hindu asterisms, and with the statement of such 
information respecting the latter, beyond that given in our text, as will 
best contribute to a full understanding of their character. 

The identification of the asterisms is founded upon the positions of 
their principal or junction-stars, as stated in the astronomical text-books, 
upon the relative places of these stars in the groups of which they form 
a part, and upon the number of stars composing each group, and the 
figure by which their arrangement is represented : in a few cases, too, 
the names themselves of the asterisms are distinctive, and assist the iden- 
tification. The number and configuration of the stars forming the groups 
are not stated in our text ; we derive them mainly from Colebrooke, 
although ourselves also having had access to, and compared, most of his 
authorities, namely the Q&kalya-Sanhit&, the Muhfirta-Cintamani, and 
the Ratnamala (as cited by Jones, As. Res., ii. 294). Sir William Jones, 
it may be remarked, furnishes (As. Res., ii. 293, plate) an engraved copy 
of drawings made by a native artist of the figures assigned to the aster- 
isms. For the number of stars in each group we have an additional 
authority in al-Biruni, the Arab savant of the eleventh century, who 
travelled in India, and studied with especial care the Hindu astronomy. 
The information furnished by him with regard to the asterisms we derive 
from Biot, in the Journal des Savants for 1845 (pp. 39-54) ; it professes 
to be founded upon the Khanda-Kataka* of Brahmagupta. Al-Biruni 
also gives an identification of the asterisms, so far as the Hindu astrono- 
mers of his day were able to furnish it to him, which was only in part : 
he is obliged to mark seven or eight of the series as unknown or doubt- 
ful. He speaks very slightingly of the practical acquaintance with the 
heavens possessed by the Hindus of his time, and they certainly have 
not since improved in this respect ; the modern investigators of the 
same subject, as Jones and Colebrooke, also complain of the impossi- 
bility of obtaining from the native astronomers of India satisfactory 
identifications of the asterisms and their junction-stars. The translator, 
in like manner, spent much time and effort in the attempt to derive 
such information from his native assistant, but was able to arrive at no 
results which could constitute any valuable addition to those of Cole- 
brooke. It is evident that for centuries past, as at present, the native 


* Tire true form of the name is not altogether certain, it being known only 
through its Arabic transcription : it seems to designate rather a chapter in a treatise 
than a complete work of its author, 
von. vi. 
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tradition has been of no decisive authority as regards the position and 
composition of the groups of stars constituting the asterisms : these 
must be determined upon the evidence of the more ancient data handed 
down in the astronomical treatises. 

In order to an exact comparison of the positions of the junction-stars 
as defined by the Hindus with those of stars contained in our cata- 
logues, we have reduced the polar longitudes and latitudes to true longi- 
tudes and latitudes, by the following formulas (see Fig. 30) : 

(l—cos Aa) cot ELC = tan Sa6 
sin Sab sin Sa = sin Si 
tan Si cot Sai == sin ab 

A a being the polar longitude as stated in the text (— La -[- 180°), Sa 
the polar latitude, ELC the inclination of the ecliptic, S 6 the true lati- 
tude, and aba. quantity to be added to or subtracted from the polar lon- 
gitude to give the true longitude. The true positions of the stars com- 
pared we take from Flamsteed's Catalogus Brittanicus, subtracting in 
each case 15° 42' from the longitudes there given, in order to reduce 
them to distances from the vernal equinox of A. D. 560, assumed to 
coincide with the initial point of the Hindu sphere. There is some 
discordance among the ditferent Hindu authorities, as regards the stated 
positions of the junction-stars of the asterisms. The Qhkalya-Sanhith, 
indeed, agrees in every point precisely with the Surya-Siddhanta. But 
the Siddhanta-Qiromani often gives a somewhat different value to the 
polar longitude or latitude, or both. With it, so far as the longitude is 
concerned, exactly accord the Brahma-Siddhhnta, as reported by Cole- 
brooke, and the Khanda-Kataka, as reported by al-Biruni. The lati- 
tudes of the Brahma-Siddhanta also are virtually the same with those of 
the Sidd banta-Q i rom ani, their differences never amounting, save in a 
single instance, to more than 3' : but the latitudes of the Khanda-Kataka 
often vary considerably from both. The Graha-Laghava, the only other 
authority accessible to us, presents a series of variations of its own, inde- 
pendent of those of either of the other treatises. All these differences 
are reported by us below, in treating of each separate asterisra. The 
presiding divinities of the asterisms we give upon the authority of the 
Thittiriya-Sanhita (iv. 4. 10. 1-3), the Taittiriya-Brahmana (iii. 1. 1,2, as 
cited by Weber, Zeitseh. f. d. K. d. Morg., vii. 266 etc., and Ind. Stud., 
i 90 etc.), the Muhurta-Cinthmani, and Colebrooke ; those of about 
half the asterisms are also indirectly given in our text, in the form of 
appellations for the asterisms derived from them. 

The names and situations of the Arab lunar stations are taken from 
Ideler’s Untersuchungen iiber die Sternnamen : for the Chinese man- 
sions and their determining stars we rely solely upon the articles of 
Biot, to which we have already referred. 

It has seemed to us advisable, notwithstanding the prior treatment by 
Colebrooke of the same subject, to enter into a careful re-examination 
and identification of the Hindu asterisms, because we could not accept 
jn the bulk, and without modification, the conclusions at which he arrived. 
The identifications by Ideler of the Arab mansions, more thorouo-h and 
correct than any which had been previously made, and Biot’s compari- 
son of the Chinese sieu, have placed new and valuable materials in our 
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hands : and these — together with a more exact comparison than was 
attempted by Colebrooke of the positions given by the Hindus to their 
junction-stars with the data of the modern catalogues, and a new and 
independent combination of the various materials which he himself fur- 
nishes — while they have led us to accept the greater number of his iden- 
tifications, often establishing them more confidently than he was able to 
do, have also enabled us in many cases to alter and amend his results. 
Such a re-examination was necessary, in order to furnish safe ground for 
a more detailed comparison of the three systems, which, as will be seen 
hereafter, leads to important conclusions respecting their historical rela- 
tions to one another. 

1. Afvint ; this treatise exhibits the form apvini ; in the older lists, 
as also often elsewhere, we have the dual arivin&u, afvayujdu, “ the two 
horsemen, or Acvins.” The A$vins are personages in the ancient Hindu 
mythology somewhat nearly corresponding to the Castor and Pollux of 
the Greeks. They are the divinities of the asterism, which is named 
from them. The group is figured as a horse’s head, doubtless iti allusion 
to its presiding deities, and not from any imagined resemblance. The 
dual name leads us to expect to find it composed of two stars, and that 
is the number allotted to the asterism by the Qhkalya and Khanda- 
Kataka. The Surya-Siddhhnta (below, v. 16) designates the northern 
member of the group as its junction-star : that this is t^ star Arietis 
(magn. 3.2), and not a Arietis (magn. 2), as assumed by Colebrooke, is 
shown by the following comparison of positions : 

Agvmi .... long., A. D. 660, n° 5y' . . . . lat. 9 0 11' N. 

3 Arietis ... do. 1 3° 56' ... . do. 8° 28' N. 

a Arieti3 ... do. 17 0 37' ... . do. 9 0 57' N. 

Colebrooke was misled in this instance by adopting, for the number 
of stars in the asterism, three, as stated by the later authorities, and then 
applying to the group as thus composed the designation given by our 
text of the relative position of the junction-star as the northern, and he 
accordingly overlooked the very serious error in the determination of 
the longitude thence resulting. Indeed, throughout his comparison, he 
gives too great weight to the determination of latitude, and too little to 
that of longitude : we shall see farther on that the accuracy of the lat- 
ter is, upon the whole, much more to be depended upon than that of the 
former. 

Considered as a group of two stars, Af;vini is composed of and y 
Arietis (magn. 4.3) ; as a group of three, it comprises also a in the same 
constellation. 

There is no discordance among the different authorities examined by 
us as regards the position of the junction-star of A?vini, either in lati- 
tude or in longitude. The case is the same with the 8th, 10th, 12th, 
and 13th asterisms, and with them alone. 

The first Arab manzil is likewise composed of j? and y Arietis, to 
which some add a: it is called ash-Sharatan, ‘‘the two tokens”— -that is 
to say, of the opening year. 

The Chinese series of sieu commences, as did anciently the Hindu 
system of asterisms, with that which is later the third asterism. The 
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twenty-seventh sieu, named Leu (M. Biot has omitted to give us the 
signification of these titles), is f? Arietis, the Hindu junction-star. 

2. Bharani ; also, as plural, bharanyas; from the root bhar, “carry”: 
in the Taittiriya lists the form apabharani, “bearer away,” in singular 
and plural, is also fonnd. Its divinity is Yama, the ruler of the world 
of departed spirits ; it is figured as the yoni, or pudendum muliebre. 
All authorities agree in assigning it three stars, and the southernmost is 
pointed out below (v. 18) as its junction-star. The group is unquestion- 
ably to be identified with the triangle of faint stars lying north of the 
back of the Earn, or 35, 39, and 41 Arietis : they are figured by some as 
a distinct constellation, under the name of Musca Borealis. The desig- 
nation of the southern as the junction-star is not altogether unambigu- 
ous, as 35 and 41 were, in A. D. 560, very nearly equidistant from the 
equator; the latter would seem more likely to be the one intended, 
since it is nearer the ecliptic, and the brightest of the group — being of 
the third magnitude, while the other two are of the fourth : the defined 
position, however, agrees better with 35, and the error in longitude, as 
compared with 41, is greater than that of any other star in the series : 

Bharani 24 s 35 ' .... ii° 6' N. 

35 Arietis (a Muse®) . . 26° 54 ' .... 11 0 17' H. 

41 Arietis (c Muse®) . . 28° 10' ... . io° 26' N. 

The Graha-IAghava gives Bharani 1° more of polar longitude: this 
would reduce fry the same amount the error in the determination of its 
longitude by the other authorities. 

The second Arab manzil, al-Butain, “ the little belly” — i. e., of the 
Earn — is by most authorities defined as comprising the three stars in the 
haunch of the Ram, or e, <5, and 9 3 (or else £) Arietis. Some, however, 
have regarded it as the same with Musca ; and we cannot but think that 
al-Biruni, in identifying, as he does, Bharani with al-Butain, meant to 
indicate by the latter name the group of which the Hindu asterism is 
actually composed. 

The last Chinese sieu, Oei, is the star 35 Arietis, or a Muscse. 

3. Krttika ; or, as plural, krttiJcas : the appellative meaning of the 
word is doubtful. The regent of the asterism is Agni, the god of fire. 
The group, composed of six stars, is that known to us as the Pleiades. 
It is figured by some as a flame, doubtless in allusion to its presiding 
divinity : the more usual representation of it is a razor, and in the choice 
of this symbol is to be recognized the influence of the etymology of the 
name, which may be derived from the root kart, “ cut in the configur- 
ation of the group, too, may be seen, by a sufficiently prosaic eye, a 
broad-bladed knife, with a short handle. If the designation given below 
(v. 18) of the southern member of the group as its junction-star, be 
strictly true, this is not Alcyone, or y Tauri (magn. 3), the brightest of 
the six, but either Atlas (27 Tauri : magn. 4) or Merope (23 Tauri : 
magn. 5) : the two latter were very nearly equally distant from the 
equator of A. D. 560, but Atlas is a little nearer to the ecliptic. The 
defined position agrees best with Alcyone, nor can we hesitate to regard 
this as actually the junction-star of the asterism. We compare the posi- 
tions below : 
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KrttiH 39° 8' 4° 44' N. 

Alcyone .... 39° 58' 4° 1' If. 

27 Tanri . ... 4o° 20 ' 3° 53' N. 


23 Tauri .... 39° 4i' 3° 55' If. 

The Siddhanta-Qiromani etc. give Krttika 2' less of polar longitude 
than the Surya-Siddhanta, and the Graha-Laghava, on the other hand, 
30' more : the latter, with the Khanda-Kataka, agree with our text as 
regards the polar latitude, which the others reckon at 4° 30', instead of 5°. 

The Pleiades constitute the third manzil of the Arabs, which is de- 
nominated ath-Thuraiya,, “the little thick-set group,” or an-Najm, “the 
constellation.” Alcyone is likewise the first Chinese stew, which is 
styled Mao. 

4. Rohini, “ ruddy” ; so named from the hue of its principal star. 
Prajapati, “the lord of created beings,” is the divinity of the asterism. 
It contains five stars, in the grouping of which Hindu fancy has seen the 
figure of a wain (compare v. 13, below) ; some, however, figure it as a 
temple. The constellation is the well-known one in the face of Taurus 
to which we give the name of the Hyades, containing e, 8, ■(, ■&, a Tauri ; 
the latter, the most easterly (v. 19) and the brightest of the group- 
being the brilliant star of the first magnitude known as Aldebaran — is 
the junction-star, as is shown by the annexed comparison of positions : 

Kohini 48° 9' .... 4° 49' S. 

Aldebaran . . . 49° 45' . . . . 5° 3o' S. 

The Siddhanta-Qiromani etc. here again present the insignificant vari- 
ation from the polar longitude of our text, of 2' less : the former also 
makes its polar latitude 4° 30' : the Graha-Laghava reads, for the polar 
longitude, 40°. All these variations add to the error of defined position. 

The fourth Arab manzil is composed of the Hyades : its name is ad- 
Dabaran, “the follower” — i. e., of the Pleiades. We would suggest the 
inquiry whether this name may not be taken as an indication that the 
Arab system of mansions once began, like the Chinese, and like the 
Hindu system originally, with the Pleiades. There is, certainly, no very 
obvious propriety in naming any but the second of a series the “follow- 
ing” ( seguens or secundus). Modern astronomy has retained the title as 
that of the principal star in the group, to which alone it was often also 
applied by the Arabs. 

The second Chinese sieu. Pi, is the northernmost member of the same 
group, or e Tauri, a star of the third to fourth magnitude. 

5. Mrgafirsha , or mrgafiras, “ antelope’s head” : with this name the 
figure assigned to the asterism corresponds : the reason for the designa- 
tion we have not been able to discover. Its divinity is Soma, or the 
moon. It contains three stars, of which the northern (v. 16) is the 
determinative. These three can be no other than the faint cluster in the 
head of Orion, or 1, q>*, <jp 2 Ononis, although the Hindu measurement 
of the position of the junction-star, 1 (magn. 4), is far from accurate, 
especially as regards its latitude : 

Mrgagirsha .... 6i° 3' . . . . 9° 49' S. 

X Orionis .... 63° 4o’ ... . i3° 25' S. 
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In this erroneous determination of the latitude all authorities agree : 
the Graha-Laghava adds 1° to the error in polar longitude, reading 62° 
instead of 63°. 

Here again there is an entire harmony among the three systems com- 
pared. The Arab manzil , al-Hak’ab, is composed of the same stars 
which make up the Hindu asterism : the third sieu, named Tse, is the 
Hindu^ junction-star, i Orionis. 

6. Ardra, “ moist the appellation very probably has some meteoro- 
logical ground, which we have not traced out : this is indicated also by 
the choice of Rudra, the storm-god, as regent of the asterism. It com- 
prises a single star only, and is figured as a gem. It is impossible not to 
regard the bright star of the first magnitude in Orion’s right shoulder, 
or a Orionis, as the one here meant to be designated, notwithstanding 
the very grave errors in the definition of its position given by our text : 
the only visible star of which the situation at all nearly answers to that 
definition is 135 Tauri, of the sixth magnitude; we add its position 
below, with that of « Orionis ; 

Ardnt 65° 5o' . . . . 8° 53' S. 

a Orionis .... 68 ° 43' ... . 4' S. 

135 Tauri . . . 6j° 38' ... . 9 ° 10 ' S. 

The distance from the sun at which the heliacal rising and setting of 
Ardrk is stated below (ix. 14) to take place would indicate a star of about 
the third magnitude; this adds to the difficulty of its identification with 
either of the two stars compared. We confess ourselves unable to 
account for the confusion existing with regard to this asterism, of which 
al-Biruni also could obtain no intelligible account from his Indian 
teachers. But it is to be observed that all the authorities, excepting our 
text and the Qakalya-Sanhita, give Ardra 11° of polar latitude instead 
of 9°, which would reduce the error of latitude, as compared with a 
Orionis, to an amount very little greater than will be met with in one or 
two other cases below, where the star is situated south of the ecliptic ; 
and it is contrary to all the analogies of the system that a faint star 
should have been selected to form by itself an asterism. The Siddhanta- 
(jliromani etc. make the polar longitude of the asterism 20' less than that 
given by the Surya-Siddhanta, and the Graha-Lagbava 1° 20' less : these 
would add so much to the error of longitude. 

Here, for the first time, the three systems which we are comparing 
disagree with one another entirely. The Chinese have adopted for the 
determinative of their fourth sieu, which is styled Tsan, the upper star 
in Orion’s belt, or <5 Orionis (2) — a strange ana arbitrary selection, for 
which M. Biot is unable to find any explanation. The Arabs have estab- 
lished their sixth station close to the ecliptic, in the feet of Pollux, nam- 
ing it al-Han’ah, “the pile” : it comprises the two stars y (2.3) and § 
(4.3) Geminorum : some authorities, however, extend the limits of the 
mansion so far as to include also the stars in the foot of the other twin, 
or 1 ?, f, P Geminorum ; of which the latter is the next Chinese sieu. 

7. Punarvasu ; in all the more ancient lists the name appears as a 
dual, punarvasii : it is derived from putiar, “again,” and rasa, “good, 
brilliant” : the reason of the designation is not apparent. The regent 
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of the asterism is Aditi, the mother of the Aditvas. Its dual title indi- 
cates that it is composed of two stars, of nearly equal brilliancy, and 
two is the number allotted to it by the Qakalya and Khanda-Kataka, the 
eastern being pointed out below (v. 19) as the junction-star. The pair 
are the two bright stars in the heads of the Twins, or a and 8 Gemino- 
rum, and the latter (1.2) is the junction-star. The comparison of posi- 
tions is as follows : 

Punnrvasu .... 92 0 52' .... 6° o' N. 

(3 Geminorum. . . 93° 14' . . - • 6° 39' IT. 

The Graha-Laghava adds 1° to the polar longitude of Punarvasu as 
stated by the other authorities. 

Four stars are by some assigned to this asterism, and with that num- 
ber corresponds the representation of its arrangement by the figure of 
a house : it is quite uncertain which of the neighboring stars of the same 
constellation are to be added to those above mentioned to form the group 
of four, but we think 1 (magn. 4) and v (5) those most likely to have 
been chosen: Colebrooke suggests ft (3.4) and x (5.4). 

The determinative of the fifth sieu, Tsing, is ft Geminorum (3), which, 
as we have seen, is reckoned among the stars composing the sixth 
manzil : the seventh m avzil includes, like the Hindu asterism, a and (? 
Geminorum : it is named adh-Dhira’, “the paw” — i. e., of the Lion ; the 
figure of Leo (see Ideler, p. 152 etc.) being by the Arabs so stretched 
out as to cover parts of Gemini, Cancer, Canis Minor, and other neigh- 
boring constellations. 

8. Pushya ; from the root push, “nourish, thrive”; another frequent 
name, which is the one employed by our treatise, is tishya, which is 
translated “auspicious”; Amara gives also sidhya, “prosperous.” Its 
divinity is Brhaspati, the priest and teacher of the gods. It comprises 
three stars — the Khanda-Kataka alone seems to give it but one — of which * 
the middle one is the junction-star of the asterism. This is shown by 
the position assigned to it to be J Cancri (4) : 

Pusbya .... 106 ° o' .... 0 ° o' 

$ Cancri .... 108 0 42' - . . . o° 4' If. 

The other two are doubtless y (4.5) and ft (6) of the same constellation : 
the asterism is figured as a crescent and as an arrow, and the arrange- 
ment of the group admits of being regarded as representing a crescent, 
or the barbed head of an arrow. Were the arrow the only figure given, 
it might be possible to regard the group as composed of y, ft, and 8 (4), 
the latter representing the head of the arrow, and the nebulous cluster, 
Preesepe, between y and ft, the feathering of its shaft: ft (105° 43' — 

0° 48' S.) would then be the junction-star. 

The Arab manzil, an-Nathrah, “the nose-gap” — i. e., of the Lion — 
comprises y and S Cancri, together with Prsesepe; or, according to some 
authorities, Praesepe alone. The sixth sieu, Kuei, is ft Cancri, a star 
which is, at present, only with difficulty distinguished by the naked eye. 
Ptolemy rates it as of the fourth magnitude, like y and S : perhaps it is 
one of the stars of which the brilliancy has sensibly diminished during 
the past two or three thousand years, or else a variable star of very 
long period. The possibility of such changes requires to be taken into 
account, in comparing our heavens with those of so remote a past. 
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9. Aflesha ; or, as plural, afleshas; the word is also written acresha: 
its appellative meaning is “ entwiner, embracer.” With the name accord 
the divinities to whom the regency of the asterism is assigned, which 
are sarpas, the serpents. The number of stars in the group is stated as 
five by all the authorities excepting the Khanda-Kataka, which reads six : 
their configuration is represented by a wheel. The star a Cancri (4) is 
pointed out by Colebrooke as the junction-star of Aflesha, apparently 
from the near correspondence of its latitude with that assigned to the 
latter, for he says nothing in connection with it of his native helpers : 
but a Cancri is not the eastern (v. 19) member of any group of five stars ; 
nor, indeed, is it a member of any distinct group at all. Now the name, 
figure, and divinity of A§lesh§, are all distinctive, and point to a constel- 
lation of a bent or circular form : and if we go a little farther south- 
ward from the ecliptic, we find precisely such a constellation, and one 
containing, moreover, the corresponding Chinese determinative. The 
group is that in the head of Hydra, or y, a, 8, e, q Hydrse, o- and o being 
of the fifth magnitude, and the rest of the fourth : their arrangement is 
conspicuously circular. There can be no doubt, therefore, that the 
situation of the asterism is in the head of Hydra, and e Hydrse, its 
brightest star (being rated in the Greenw. Cat. as of magnitude 3.4, 
while 8 is 4.5), is the junction-star : 

Ajlesha .... 109 0 59 ' .... 6 ° 56' S. 
t Hydrse . . . . 112 ° 20 ' .... n° 8 ' S. 
a Cancri .... n3° 5' . . . . 5°3i'S. 

The error of the Hindu determination of the latitude is, indeed, very 
considerable, yet not greater than we are compelled to accept in one or 
two other cases. The Khanda-Kataka increases it 1°, giving the aster- 
ism 6° instead of 7° of poiar latitude. The Siddhanta-Qiromani etc. 
•deduct 1° from the polar longitude of the Surya-Siddhanta, and the 
Graha-Laghava deducts 2° : both variations would add to the error in 
longitude. 

The Arab manzil is, in this instance, far removed from the Hindu aster- 
ism, being composed of s Cancri (5) and 1 Leonis (5.4), and called at- 
Tarf, “ the look” — i. e., of the Lion. The seventh Chinese sieu, Lieu, is, 
as already noticed, included in the Hindu group, being 8 Hydrse. 

10. Magha ; or, as plural, jnaghds ; “ mighty.” The pitaras, Fathers, 
or manes of the departed, are the regents of the asterism, which is fig- 
ured as a house. It is, according to most authorities, composed of five 
stars, of which the southern (v. 18) is the junction-star. Four of these 
must be the bright stars in the neck and side of the Lion, or 'C, '(, y. and 
« Leonis, of magnitudes 4.5, 2, 3.4, and 1.2 respectively; but which 
should be the fifth is not easy to determine, for there is no other single 
star which seems to form naturally a member of the same group with 
these: * (5 ),n (5), or o (4) might be forced into a connection with 
them. This difficulty would be removed by adopting, with the Khanda- 
Kataka, six as the number of stars included in the asterism : it would 
then be composed of all the stars forming the conspicuous constellation 
familiarly known as “the Sickle.” The star « Leonis, or Regulus, the 
most brilliant of the group, is the junetion-star, and its position is defined 
with unusual precision : 
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Magh4 .... 129 ° o' .... o° o' 

Regulus .... 129 ° 49 ' .... o° 27' IT. 

The tenth manzil, aj-Jabhab, “ the forehead” — i. e., of the Lion- — is 
also composed of t, y, y, « Leonis. 

The eighth, ninth, and tenth sieu of the Chinese system altogether 
disagree in position with the groups marking the Hindu and Arab man- 
sions, being situated far to the southward of the ecliptic, in proximity, 
according to Biot, to the equator of the period when they were estab- 
lished. The eighth, Sing, is a Hydrae (2), having longitude (A. D. 560) 
127° 16', latitude 22° 25' S. 

11, 12. Phalgunl; or, as plural, pkalgunyas ; the dual , phalgunyau, 
is also found : this treatise presents the derivative form phalyuni, which 
is not infrequently employed elsewhere. The word is likewise used to 
designate a species of tig-tree : its derivation, and its meaning, as applied 
to the asterisms, is unknown to us. Here, as in two other instances, 
later (the 20th and 21st, and the 26th and 27th asterisms), we have 
two groups called by the same name, and distinguished from one another 
as puna and uttara, “former” and “latter” — that is to say, coming ear- 
lier and later to their meridian-transit. The true original character and 
composition of these three double asterisms has been, if we are not mis- 
taken, not a little altered and obscured in the description of them fur- 
nished to us ; owing, apparently, to the ignorance or carelessness of the 
describers, and especially to their not having clearly distinguished the 
characteristics of the combined constellation from those of its separate 
parts. In each case, a couch or bedstead (fayyd, manca, paryanka) is 
given as the figure of one or both of the parts, and we recognize in 
them all the common characteristic of a constellation of four stars, form- 
ing together a regular oblong figure, which admits of being represent- 
ed — not unsuitably, if rather prosaically — by a bed. This figure, in the 
case of the Phalgunis, is composed of <?, It, 8, and 93 Leonis, a very 
distinct and w^biriarkcd constellation, containing two stars, <5 and j?, of 
the second to wfcrd magnitude, one, •#, of the third, and one, 93, of the 
fourth. The symbol of a bed, properly belonging to the whole constel- 
lation, is given by all the authorities to both the two parts into which it 
is divided. Each of these latter has two stars assigned to it, and the 
junction-stars are said (v. 18) to be the northern. The first group is, 
then, clearly identifiable as 6 and Leonis, the former and brighter 
being the distinctive star : 

Purva-Phalguni . . . i3g 3 58' ... . n° 19' IT. 


5 Leonis ...... i4'° i5' . . . . i4° 19' IT. 

3 Leonis i43° 24' ... . 9 0 4o' IT. 


The Siddhanta-Qiromani etc., and the Graha-Laghava, give Purva- 
Phalguni respectively 3° and 4° more of polar longitude than the Surya- 
Siddhanta. These are more nol.'iVe varbAps than are found in any 
other case, and they appear to : ■ ijSMjflpa! th.-.-e treatises intend to 
designate the southern mem! «r o^HhMup, as i:s junction-star : we 
have accordingly added its po-hiim als<9^Qfe. 

In the latter group, the junction-star is evidently Leonis : 

Uttara-Phalguni . . . i5o° 10' ... . 12° 5 ' N. 


3 Leonis i5i° 37 ' ... . »a° 17 ' IT. 

vol. vt. 43 
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• This star, however, is not the northern, but the southern, of the two 
composing the asterism : its description as the southern we cannot but 
regard as simply an error, founded on a misapprehension of the compo- 
sition of the double group. To al-Biruni, (? Leonk and another star to 
the northward, in the Arab constellation Coma Berenices, were pointed 
out as forming the asterism Uttara-Phalguni. The Cakalya gives it five 
stars, probably adding to j? Leonis the fonr small stars in the head of the 
Virgin, 5 1 , *, jt, and o, of magnitudes four to five and five. 

The regents of Purva and Uttara-Phalguni are Bhaga and Aryaman, 
or Aryaman and Bhaga, two of the Adityas. 

The two corresponding Arab mansions are called az-Zubrali, “the 
mane” — i. e., of the Lion — and as-Sarfah, “the turn”: they agree as 
nearly as possible with the Hindu asterisms, the former being composed 
of S and if Leonis, the latter of jS Leonis alone. The Chinese sieu, named 
respectively Chang and Y, are »* Hydrae (5)* and « Crateris (4). 

13. Ilasta, “ band.” Savitar, the sun, is regent of the asterism, which, 
in accordance with its name, is figured as a hand, and contains five stars, 
corresponding to the five fingers. These are the five principal stars in 
the constellation Corvus, a well-marked group, which bears, however, 
ho very conspicuous resemblance to a hand. The stars are named— 
counting from the thumb around to the little finger, according to our 
apprehension of the figure— |S, a, e, y, and <5 Corvi. The text gives be- 
low (v. IV) a very special description of the situation of the junction- 
star in the group, but one which is unfortunately quite hard to under- 
stand and apply : we regard it as most probable, however (see note to 
v. 17), that y (3) is the star intended : the defined position, in which all 
the authorities agree, would point rather to <5 (3) : 


Hasta 174° 22' ... . io° 6' S. 

y Corvi .... i7«;° 44 ' ... . 1 40 7 y s. 

S Corvi .... 173° 27' . . . .12° jo' S. 


The Hindu and Chinese systems return, in this astewjjt to an accord- 
ance with one another : the eleventh sieu. Chin, is the emry Corvi The 
Arab system holds its own independent course one point farther : its 
thirteenth mansion comprises the five bright stars ft y, y, 5, s Virginis, 
which form two sides, measuring about 15° each, of a great triangle: 
the mansion is named al-Auwa,’, the barking dog.” 

14. CitrA, “brilliant.” This is the beautiful star of tile first magni- 
tude « \ irginis, or Spica, constituting an asterism by itself, and figured 
as a pearl or as a lamp. Its divinity is Tvashtar, “ the shaper, artificer.” 
Its longitude is very erroneously defined by the Surya-Siddhanta : 

Citra .... 180 0 48' .... r° 5o' S. 

Spica .... i83° 49' .... 2 0 2' S. 

All the other authorities, however, saving the Cakalya, remove this 
error, by giving Cltrit ISSflfaf JMfar longitude, instead of 180°. The 
only variation Withe ddRfeHr latitude made by our text is offered 
M'hlhfi!ita-Cin.i!i;Hj|MP^ V nr\ in- for once from the Brahma- 
Siddhanta, read- l* i.V iiiJt'iBW of 2’ J . 


* rt apparently, by an original error of the press, that M. Biot, in an his 
tables,; cal is this-starV. . 
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Spica is likewise the fourteenth manzil of the Arabs, styled by them 
as-Simhk, and the twelfth sieu of the Chinese, who call it Kio. 

15. Svati, or svati ; the word is said to mean “sword.” The Tait- 
tirtya-Brahmana calls the asterism nisktya, “ outcast,” possibly from it* 
remote northern situation. It is, like the last, an asterism comprising 
but a single brilliant star, which is figured as a coral bead, gem, or pearl. 
In the definition of its latitude all authorities agree ; the Graha-L&ghava 
makes its polar longitude 198° only, instead of 199°. The star intended 
is plainly a Bootis, or Arcturus : 


Svati i83° i' ... . 33° 5o' "8. 

Arcturus. . . • j84° 12 ' . . . . 3o° 5?' N. 


In this instance, the Hindus have gone far beyond the limits of the 
zodiac, in order to bring into their series of asterisms a brilliant star 
from the northern heavens : the other two systems agree in remaining 
near the ecliptic. The fourteenth Chinese sieu, Kang, is * Virginis 
(4.5) : the Arab manzil, al-Ghafr, “ the covering,” includes the same 
star, together with «, and either i or <jp Virginis. 

16. Vif&khd, “ having spreading branches” : in all the earlier lists the 
name appears as a dual, vigakhe. The asterism is also placed under the 
regency of a dual divinity, ind.ra.grd, Indra and Agni. We should ex- 
pect, then, to find it composed, like the other two dual asterisms, the 1st 
and 7th, of two stars, nearly equal in brilliancy, and two is actually the 
number assigned to the group by the Qakalya and the Khanda-Ivataka. 
How the only two stars in this region of the zodiac forming a conspicu- 
ous pair are « and f? Librae, both of the second magnitude, and as these 
two compose the corresponding Arab mansion, while the former of them 
is the Chinese sieu, we have the strongest reasons for supposing them to 
constitute the Hindu asterism also. There are, however, difficulties in 
the way of this assumption. The later authorities give Vicaklia four 
stars, and the defined position of the junction-star identifies it neither 
with a nor ft but with the faint star 1 (4.3) in the the same constella- 
tion. Colebrooke, overlooking this star, suggests «or* Librae (5) : the 
following comparison of positions will show that neither of them can be 
the one meant to be pointed out : 

Vijuklii .... ai3\3i' .... 1 ° 3 5' S. 

t Libra: . . . - 21 i° o' . . . . j°48'S. 

a Librae .... 2 o 5 ° 5' . . . . o° 23' N. 

* Libr® .... 217 ° 45' . ... o u 2 ' N. 

The group is figured as a torana : this word Jones and Colebrooke 
translate “ festoon,” but its more proper meaning is “ an outer door or 
gate, a decorated gateway.” And if we change the designation of situ- 
ation of the junction-star in its group, given below (v. 16), from “ north- 
ern” to “ southern,” we find without difficulty a quadrangle of stars, viz. 
«, «, ft •( (4.5) Librce, which admits very well of being figured as a gate- 
way. Nor is it, in our opinion, taking an unwarrantable liberty to make 
such an alteration. The whole scheme of designations we regard as 
of inferior authenticity, and as partaking of the confusion and uncer- 
tainty of the later knowledge of the Hindus respecting their system of 
asterisms. That they were long ago doubtful of the position of Vi?akh4 

* 
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is shown by the' fact that al-Biruni was obliged to mart it in his list as 
“ unknown.” Very probably the Shrya-Siddhanta, in callingxthe north- 
ern member of the group, intended to include with it only the star 20 
Libra* (3.4), situated about 6° to the south of it. Upon the whole, then, 
while we regard the identification of Vicakha as in some respects more 
doubtful than that of any other asterism in the scries, we yet believe 
that it was originally composed of the two stars a and 3 Librae, and that 
later the group was extended to include also * and and, as so extended, 
was figured as a gateway. The selection, contrary to general usage, of 
the Faintest star in the group as its junction-star, may have been made 
in order to instire against the reversion of the asterism to its original 
dnal form. 

' The variations of the other authorities from the position as stated in 
'bur text are of small importance : the Siddh&nta-yiromani etc. give 
YfoftkhH 55' less of polar longitude, and the Graha-L&ghava 1° less; of 
polar latitude, the SiddhUntaUiromani gives it 10', the Graha-L&ghava 
SO' less ; the Khanda-Kataka agrees here, as also in the two following 
isterisms, with the Sftrya^Siddh&nta. 

'The sixteenth Arab manzil, comprising, as already noticed, a and 3 
Librae, is styled az-Zubfman, “the two claws” — i. e., of the Scorpion : 
the name of the corresponding Chinese mansion, having for its deter- 
inihative a Librae, is Ti. 

■ 1.7. Anur&dha ; or, as plural, anur&dh&s : the word means “success.” 
The divinity is Mitra, “friend,” one of the Adityas. According to the 
{^ffkalya, the asterism is composed of three stars, and with this our text 
plainly agrees, by designating (v. 18) the middle as the junction-star: 
all the other authorities give it four stars. As a group of three, it com- 
prises (?, <1, 71 Scorpionis, <? (2.3) being the junction-star ; as the fourth 
member we are doubtless to add ? Scorpionis (5.4). It is figured as a 
tali or vali ; this Colebrooke translates “ a row of oblations” ; we do 
•hot find, however, that the word, although it means both “ oblation, 
offering,” and “ a row, fold, ridge,” is used to designate the two com- 
* bined : perhaps it may better be taken as simply “ a row the stars 
of the asterism, whether considered as three or four, being disposed in 
nearly a straight line. The comparison of positions is as follows : 

. . , Anur&dM .... 224° 44 ' .... 2° 52 ' S. 

S Scorpionis . . . 222 0 34' .... i° 57' S. 

The Siddh&nta-yiromani and Graha-L&ghava estimate the latitude of 
Anuradhii somewhat more accurately, deducting from the polar latitude, 
as given by our text, 1° 15' and 1° respectively : the Siddhanta-Ciromani 
etc. also add the insignificant amount of 5' to the polar longitude of the 
Surya-Siddhanta. 

The corresponding Arab manzil, named al-Iklil, “the crown,” con- 
tains also the three stars (?, S , 71 Scorpionis, some authorities adding Q to 
the group. The Chinese sieu, Fang, is n (3), the southernmost and the 
faintest of the three. 

18. Jyeskthd, “oldest.” The Taittiriya-SanhM, in its list of aster- 
fems, repeats here the name rokini , “ ruddy,” which we have had above 
as that of the 4th asterism : the appellation has the same ground in this 

# 
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as in the other case, the junction-star of Jyeshtha being also one of those 
which shine with a reddish light. The regent is Indra, the god of the 
clear sky. The group contains, according to all the authorities, three 
stars, and the central one (v. 18) is the junction-star. This is the bril- 
liant star of the first magnitude a Scorpionis, or Antares ; its two com- 
panions are a (3.4) and x (3.4) in the same constellation : 

Jyeshtha 23o° 7' .... 3° 5o' S. 

Antares .... 229 0 44' • - • • 4° 3i' S. 

The constellation is figured as a Ting, or ear-ring ; by this may be un- 
derstood, perhaps, a pendent ear-jewel, as the three stars of Jyeshtha 
form nearly a straight line, with the brightest in the middle. 

The Siddhanta-Qiromani and Graha-IAghava add to the polar longi- 
tude of the junction-star of the asterism, as stated in our text, 5' and 1° 
respectively, and they deduct from its polar latitude 30' and 1° respect- 
ively, making the definition of its position in both respects less accurate, 

Antares forms the eighteenth mamil, and is styled al-Kalb, “the 
heart” — i. e., of the Scorpion : a and x are called an-Niyat, “ the pm- 
cordia." The Chinese sieu, Sin, is the westernmost of the three, or a. 

19. Miila , “root.” The presiding divinity of the asterism is nirrti, 
“ calamity,” who is also regent of the south-western quarter. It com- 
prises, according to the Qakalya, nine stars ; their configuration is rep- 
resented by a lion’s tail. The stars intended are those in the tail of the 
Scorpion, or e, p, £, 9 , -tt, t, x, u, 1 Scorpionis, all of them of the third, 
or third to fourth, magnitude. Other authorities count eleven stars in 
the group, probably reckoning p and £ as four stars ; each being, in fact, 
a group of two closely approximate stars, named in our catalogues p 1 
(3), p 2 (4), £' (4.5), £ 2 (3). The Khanda-Kataka alone gives MMa only 
two stars, which are identified by al-Blruni with the Arab manzil ash- 
Shaulah, or 1 and « Scorpionis. The Taittiriya-Sanhita, too, gives the 
name of the asterism as vicrtau, “the two releasers” : the Vicrtau are 
several times spoken of in the Atharva-Veda as two stars of which the 
rising promotes relief from lingering disease (fahetriya) : it is accord- 
ingly probable that these are the two stars in the sting of the Scorpion, 
and that they alone have been regarded by some as composing the aster- 
ism : their healing virtue would doubtless be connected with the meteor- 
ological conditions of the time at which their heliacal rising takes place. 
Our text (v. 19) designates the eastern member of the group as its junc- 
tion-star : it is uncertain whether the direction is meant to apply to the 
group of two, or to that of nine stars : if, as seems probable, 1 is the 
star pointed out by the definition of position, it is strictly true only of 
the pair i- and v, since t, x, and are all farther eastward than 1 : 

Mula 242° 52' ... . 8° 48' S. 

X Scorpionis . . . 244° 53' . . . . i3° 44' S. 

The Graha-Laghava gives a more accurate statement of the longitude, 
adding 1 ° to the polar longitude as defined by all the other authorities : 
but it increases the error in latitude, by deducting 1 ° from that presented 
by our text : the Siddbhnta-Qiromani, in like manner, deducts 30', while 
the Khanda-Kataka adds the same amount. 
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The Taittiriya-SanhitA makes pitaras, the Fathers, the presiding divin- 
ities of this asterism, as well as of the tenth. 

Bentley states (Hind. Astr., p. 5) that Mula was originally reckoned as 
the first of the asterisms, and was therefore so named, as being their root 
or origin ; also that, at another time, or in a different system, the series 
was made to begin with Jyeshtha, which thence received its title of 
“ eldest.” These statements are put forth with characteristic reckless- 
ness, and apparently, like a great many others in his pretended history 
of Hindu astronomy, upon the unsupported authority of his own conjec- 
ture. It is, in many cases, by no means easy to discover reasons for the 
particular appellations by which the asterisms are designated : but we 
Would suggest that Mula may perhaps have been so named from its be- 
ing considerably the lowest, or farthest to the southward, of the whole 
Series of asterisms, and hence capable of being looked upon as the root 
put of which they had grown up the heavens. It would even be possi- 
ble to trace the same conception farther, and to regard Jyeshtha as so 
styled because it was the first, or “ oldest,” outgrowth from this root, 
while the VigAkhe, “the two diverging branches,” were the stars in 
which the series broke into two lines, the one proceeding northward, to 
SvAti or Arcturus, the other westward, to Citra or Spica. We throw 
out the conjecture for what it may be worth, not being ourselves at all 
Confident of its accordance with the truth. 

The nineteenth Arab manzil is styled ash-Shaulah, “the sting” — i. e., 
of the Scorpion — and comprises, as already noticed, v and 1 Scorpionis. 
The determinative of the seventeenth sieu, Uei, is included in the Hindu 
asterism, being ft 2 Scorpionis. 

20, 21. Ashadha ; or, as plural, ashadhax ; this treatise presents the 
derivat^e form Ashadha, which is not infrequent elsewhere : the word 
means “ unsubdued.” Here, again, we have a double group, divided 
into two asterisms, which are distinguished as purva and uitara , “ former 
and latter.” Their respective divinities are apas, “ the waters,” and vipve 
dev&s, “ the collective gods.” Two stars are ordinarily allotted to each 
asterism, and in each case the northern is designated (v. 16) as the junc- 
tion-star. By some authorities each group is figured as a bed or couch ; 
by others, the one as a bed and the other as an elephant’s tusk ; and 
here, again, there is a difference of opinion as to which is the bed and 
which the tusk. The true solution of this confusion is, as we conceive, 
that the two asterisms taken together are figured as a bed, while either 
of them alone is represented by an elephant’s tusk. The former group 
most comprise S (3.4) and £ (3.2) Sagittarii, the former being the junc- 
tion-star ; this is shown by the following comparison of positions : 


Purva-Ashadha .... 254° 39' .... 5 ° 28' S. 
S Sagittarii a 54 ° 3 a' .... 6° 25 ' S. 


The Graba-IAghava gives Pi) rva- Ashadha 1° more of polar longitude, 
and 30' less of polar latitude, than the Surya-Siddhanta: the Siddhanta- 
yiroinani etc. give it 10' less of the latter. 

The latter of the two groups contains, as its southern star, i; Sagittarii 
(8.4), and its northern and jnnetion-star can he no other than a (2.3) in 
the same constellation, notwithstanding the error in the Hindu determi- 
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nation of its latitude, which led Colebrooke to regard t (4.3) as the 
star intended : we subjoin the positions : 

Uttara-Astadhl .... 260 ° 23' .... 4° 5 9 ' S. 

a Sagittarii 262 ° 21 ' .... 3° 24 ' S. 

1 Sagittarii 264° 48 ' - . - - 5 ° 1' S. 

The only variation from the position of the junction-star of this aster- 
ism as stated in our text is- presented by the Graha-Laghava, which 
makes its polar longitude 261° instead of 260°. 

The Qakalya (according to Colebrooke : our MS. is defective at this 
point) aud the K han da-Kataka assign four stars to each of the Ashadhas, 
and the former represents each as a bed. It would not be difficult to 
establish two four-sided figures in this region of the constellation Sagit- 
tarius, each including the stars above mentioned, with two others : the 
one would be composed of y 2 (4.3), 8, e, n (4— the star is also called f? 
Telescopii), the other of <p (4.3), a, r, and £ : such is unquestionably the 
constitution of the two asterisms, considered as groups of four stars ; 
they are thus identified also, it may be remarked, by al-Biruni. The 
junction-stars would still be 8 and ,r , which are the northernmost in their 
respective constellations; nor is there any question as to which four 
among the eight are selected to make up the double asterism, since <5, e, 
£, and a both form the most regular quadrangular figure, and are the 
brightest stars. 

The determinatives of the eighteenth and nineteenth mansions of the 
Chinese, Ki and Teu, are y 2 and rp Sagittarii, which are included in the 
two quadruple groups as stated above. The twentieth martzil compre- 
hends all the eight stars which we have mentioned, and is styled an- 
Na’aira, “ the pasturing cattle” : some also understand each group of 
four as representing an ostrich, na’am. The twenty-first mavzil, on the 
other hand, al-Baldah, “ the town,” is described as a vacant space above 
the head of Sagittarius, bounded by faint stars, among which the most 
conspicuous is ji Sagittarii (4.5). 

22. Abhijit, “ conquering.” The regent of the asterism is Brahma. 
The position assigned to its junction-star, which is described as the 
brightest (v. 19) in a group of three, identifies it with a Lyra}, or Vega, 
a star which is exceeded in brilliancy by only one or two others in the 
heavens : 

Abhijit .... 264 ° 10 ' . . . ,* 59 ° 58' N. 

Yega .... 266 ° i5’ . . . . 6 i° 46' N. 

The other authorities compared (excepting the Qakalya) define the 
position in latitude of Abhijit more accurately, adding 2° to the polar 
latitude given by the Surya-Siddhanta : the Graha-Laghava also improves 
the position in longitude by adding 1° 20', while the Siddkhnta-Qirornani 
etc. increase the error by deducting 1° 40'. 

The Taittiriya-Sanhita (iv. 4. 10 ) omits Abhijit from its list of the as- 
terisms : the probable reason of its omission in some authorities, or in 
certain connections, and its retention in others, we shall discuss far- 
ther on. 

Abhijit is figured as a triangle, or as the triangular nut of the prngata, 
an aquatic plant; this very distinctly represents the grouping of a Lyra 
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with the two other fainter stars of the same constellation, e and t, both 
of the fifth magnitude. 

In this and the two following asterisms — as once before, in the fifteenth 
of the series — the Hindus have gone far from the zodiac, in order to 
bring into their system brilliant stars from the northern heavens, while 
the Chinese and the Arab systems agree in remaining in the immediate 
neighborhood of the ecliptic. The twentieth sieu is named Nieu, and 
is the star f? Capricorni (3), situated in the head of the Goat : the twen- 
ty-second manzil, Sa’d adh-Dhabih, “ felicity of the sacrificer,” contains 
the same star, the group being a (composed of two stars, each of mag- 
nitude 3 . 4 ) and j? Capricorni. T 

23 . Qravana, “ hearing, ear” ; from the root fru, “ hear” : another 
name for the asterism, crona, found occurring in the Taittiriya lists, is 
perhaps from the same root, but the word means also 11 lame.” Qravana 
comprises three stars, of which the middle one (v. 18) is the junction- 
star : they are to be found in the back and neck of the Eagle, namely 
as •(, o, and f? Aquilse ; a, the determinative, is a star of the first to sec- 
ond magnitude, while y and 8 are of the third and fourth respectively : 


Qrarana .... 282° 39' ... . 29 0 54 ' N. 
a AquiUe . . . 28 1 0 41 ' . . . . 29° 1 1 ' 17 . 


All the authorities agree as to the polar latitude of Qravana : the 
Sid dli Anta-Q i ro mani etc. give it 2° less of polar longitude than our trea- 
tise, and the Graha-Laghava even as much as 5° less. 

The regent of the asterism is Vishnu, and its figure or symbol corres- 
ponds therewith, being three footsteps, representatives of the three steps 
by which Vishnu is said, in the early Hindu mythology, to have strode 
through heaven. The Qakalya, however, gives a trident as the figure 
belonging to Qravana. Possibly the name is to be regarded as indica- 
ting that it was originally figured as an ear. 

The Chinese sieu corresponding in rank with (^ravana is called Nu, 
and is the faint star e Aquarii (4.3). The Arab manzil Sa’d Bula’, 
“ felicity of a devourer,” or al-Bula’, “ the devourer,” etc., includes the 
same star, being composed of e , u (4.5), v (5) Aquarii, or, according to 
jpthers, of e and 7 ( 6 ) Aquarii, or of u and v. 

24 . (Jravixhlha ; the word is a superlative formation from the same 
root from which came the name of the preceding asterism, and means, 
probably, “ most famous.” f Another and hardly less frequent appella- 
tion is dhanishthA, an irregular superlative from dhanin, “ wealthy.” The 
class of deities known as the vasus , “ bright, good,” are the regents of 
the asterism. It comprises four stars, or, according to the Qakalya and 
Kbanda-Kataka, five : the former, which is given by so early a list as 
that oi the TAittiriya-Brahmana, is doubtless the original number. The 
group is the conspicuous one in the head of the Dolphin, composed of 
P, 7, d Delphini, all of them stars of the third, or third to fourth, mag- 
nitude, and closely disposed in diamond or lozenge-form: they are fig- 
ured by the Hindus as a drum or tabor. The junction-star, which is the 
western (v. 17), is : 

Qravishtha .... 296 ° 5' . . . . 35° 33' S. 
jj Delphmi .... 296 ° 19 ' .... 3i® 57 ' S. 
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The only variation from the position assigned in our text to the junc- 
tion-star of Qravishtha is presented by the Graha-L&ghava, which gives 
it 286°, instead of 290° ■ 1 Perhaps its intention is to 
point out £ (5) as the . : doubtless the one added to 

the other four, on account of its close proximity to them, to mate up the 
group of five ; it lies only about half a degree westward from £?. 

The name of the twenty-fourth tnanzil, Sa’d as-Su’ud, “ felicity of 
felicities” — i. e., “ most felicitous” — exhibits an^accordance with that of 
the Hindu asterism which possibly is not accidental. The two are, how- 
ever, as already noticed, far removed in position from one another, the 
Arab mansion being, composed of the two stars § (3) and s (5.4), in the 
left shoulder of Aquarius, to which some add also 46, or c 1 , Capricorni 
(6)f The corresponds" fieu, Hiii, is the first of them, or 3 Aquarii. 

25. t f \ I'nlihifliuj . a hundred physicians”: the form fatabhishfi, 

which seems to be merely a conniption of the other, also occurs in later 
writings. It is, as we should expect from the title, said to be composed 
of a hundred stars, of which the brightest (v. 19) is the junction-star. 
This, from its defined position, can only be * Aquarii (4) : 

(^atabhisliaj .... 319° 5 i' . . . . o° 29' S. 

% Aquarii 321 ° 33 ' .... o° 23 ' S. 

The rest of the asterism is to be sought among the yet fainter stars in 
the knee of Aquarius, and the stream from his jar : of course, the num- 
ber one hundred is not to be taken as an exact one, nor are we to sup- 
pose it possible to trace out with any distinctness the figure assigned 
to the group, which is a circle. The Khanda-Kataka, according to al- 
Biruni, gives Qatabhishaj only a single star, but this is probably an error 
of the Arab traveller : he is unable to point out which of the stars in 
Aquarius is to be regarded as constituting the asterism. 

The regent of the 25th asterism, according to nearly all the authori- 
ties, is Varuna, the chief of the Adityas, but later the god of the waters: 
the Taittiriya-Sanhith alone gives to it and to the 14th asterism, as well 
as to the 18th, Indra as presiding divinity : this is perhaps mere blun- 
dering. 

The Graha-IAghava places the junction-star of Catabhishaj precisely 
on the ecliptic : the Siddhanta-^iromani etc. give it 20', instead of 30', 
of polar latitude south. 

The corresponding lunar mansion of the Arabs, Sa’d al-Akhbiyah, 
“ the felicity of tents,” comprises the three stars in the right wrist ’and 
hand of the Water-bearer, or y (3), £ (4), >7 (4) Aquarii, together with a 
fourth, which Ideler supposes to be rt ( 5 ). Since, however, the twenty- 
third Chinese determinative, Goei, is a Aquarii ( 3 ), a star so near as 
readily to be brought into the same group with the other three, we are 
inclined to regard it as altogether probable that the mansion was, at 
least originally, composed of a , •/, £, and > 7 . 

26, 27. Bhadrapada; as plural, bhadrapadds : also bhadrapada ; from 
bhadra, “ beautiful, happy,” and pada, “ foot.” Another frequent appel- 
lation is proshthapada : proshtha is said to mean “ carp” and “ ox” ; the 
latter signification might perhaps apply here. We have here, once more, 
a double asterism, divided into two parts, w hich are distinguished from 

\ol. vi. 44 
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one another as p&rva and uttara, “former” and “latter.” All authori- 
ties agree in assigning two stars to each of the two groups ; but there is 
not the same accordance as regards the figures by which they are rep- 
resented : by some the one, by others the other, is called a coneh or bed, 
the alternate one, in either case, being pronounced a bi-faced figure : the 
Muhurta-Cintamani calls the first a bed, and the second twins. It ad- 
mits, we apprehend, of little or no question that the Bh&drapad&s are 
properly the four brigl#stars (3, «, y Pegasi, and a Andromedse — all of 
them commonly reckoned as of the second magnitude — which form 
together a nearly perfect square, with sides measuring about 15° : the 
constellation, a very conspicuous one, is familiarly known as the “Square 
of Pegasus.” .The figure of a conch or bed, then, belongs, as in the 
case of the other two double asterisms, already explained, to the wfiole 
constellation, and not to either of the two separate asterisms into which 
it is divided, while, on the other hand, either of these latter is properly 
enough symbolized by a pair of twins, or by a figure with a double 
face. The appropriateness of the designation “ feet,” found as a part of 
both the names of the whole constellation, is also sufficiently evident, if 
we regard the group as thus composed. The junction-star of the former 
kalf-asterism is, by its defined position, clearly shown to be a Pegasi : 

Purv.vBli&drapada .... 334° 25 ' ... . 22 ° 3o' If. 

a Pegasi 333° 27 ' ... . 19 0 25' H. 

The Graha-IAghava gives the junction-star 1° less of polar longitude, 
which would bring its position to a yet closer accordance, in respect to 
longitude, with a Pegasi : the error in latitude, which is common to all 

the authorities, is not greater than we have met with several times else- 

where. But we are told below (v, 16) that the principal star of each of 
these asterisms is the northern, and this would exclude j? Pegasi alto- 
gether, bringing in as the other member of the first pair some more 
southern star, perhaps £ Pegasi (3.4). The confusion is not less marked, 
although of another character, in the case of the second asterism : in 
the definition of position of its junction-star we find a longitude given 
which is that of one member of the group, and a latitude which is that 
of the other, as is shown by the following comparison : 

Uttara-BMdrapacUL .... 347 ° 16 ' . . . . 24 0 1 ' IT, 

7 Pegasi 349 ° 8 ' . . . . 12 ° 35' N\ 

a Andronjedse 354° 17 ' .... 25° 4i' IT. 

If we accept either of these two stars as the one of which the posi- 
tion is rpeant to be defined, we shall be obliged to admit an error in the 
determination either of its longitude or of its latitude considerably 
greater than we have met with elsewhere. Nor is the matter mended 
by any of the other authorities : the only variation from the data of our 
text is presented by the Graha-Laghava, which reads, as the polar lati- 
tude of Uttara-Bhadrapada, 27° instead of 26°. There can be no 
doubt that tfie two stars recognized as composing the asterism are y Pe- 
gasi and a Andromedse, but there has evidently been a blundering con- 
fusion of the two in making out the definition of position of the junc- 
tion-star. We would suggest the following as a possible explanation of 
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this confusion : that originally a and y Pegasi were designated and de- 
scribed as junction-stars of the two half-groups, of which they were 
respectively the southern members ; that afterward, for some reason — 
perhaps owing to the astrological theory (see above, vii. 21) of the supe- 
riority of a northern star — the rank of junction-star was sought to be 
transferred from the southern to the northern stars of both asterisms : 
that, in making the transfer, the original constitution of the former 
group was neglected, while in the latter the attempt was made to define 
the real position of the northern star, but by simply adding to the polar 
latitude already stated for y Pegasi, without altering its polar longitude 
also. Al-Biruni, it should be remarked, was unable to obtain from his 
Hindu informants any satisfactory identification of either of these aster- 
isms, and marks both in his catalogue as “ unknown.” 

The view we have taken of the true character of the two Bhadrapa- 
das is powerfully supported by their comparison with the corresponding 
members of the other two systems. The twenty-sixth and twenty- 
seventh manzils, al-Fargh al-Mukdim and al-Fargh al-Mukliir, “ the fore 
and hind spouts of the water-jar,” comprise respectively a and (3 Pegasi, 
and y Pegasi and ct Andromed* ; the determinatives of the twenty- 
fourth and twenty-fifth sieu, Che and Pi, are a and y Pegasi. 

The regents of these two asterisms are aja ekap&t and ahi budhnya, 
the “one-footed goat” and the “ bottoin-snake,” two mythical figures, of 
* obscure significance, from the Vedic pantheon. 

28. Revaii, “ wealthy, abundant ” Its presiding divinity is Puslian, 
“ the prosperer,” one of the Adityas. It is said to contain tfcjrty-two 
stars, which are figured, like those of Qravishtha, by a drum or tabor ; 
but it would be in vain to attempt to point out precisely the thirty-two 
which are intended, or to discover in their arrangement any resemblauce 
to the figure chosen to represent it. The junction-star of the group is 
said (v. 18) to be its southernmost member : all authorities agree in 
placing it upon the ecliptic, and all excepting our treatise and the 
(jlakalya make its position exactly mark the initial point of the fixed 
sidereal sphere. The star intended is, as we have already often had 
occasion to notice, the faint star 5 Piscium, of about the fifth magnitude, 
situated in the band which connects the two Fishes. It is indeed very 
near to the ecliptic, haring only 13' of south latitude. It coincided in 
longitude with the vernal equinox in the year 572 of our era. 

At the time of al-Birtini’s visit to India, the Hindus seem to have 
been already unable to point out distinctly and with confidence the sit- 
uation in the heavens of that most important point from which they 
held that the motions of the planets commenced at the creation, and at 
which, at successive intervals^their universal conjunction would again 
take place ; for he is obliged to mark the asterism as not certainly iden- 
tifiable. He also assigns to it, as to Qatabliishaj, onlv a single star. 

The twenty-sixth Chinese sieu, Koei, is marked by £ Andromed® (4), 
which is situated only 35' east in longitude from £ Piscium, hut which 
has 17° 36' of north latitude. The last manzil, Batn al-Hut, “ the fish’s 
belly,” or ar-Risha, “ the band,” seems intended to include the stars com- 
posing the northern Fish, and with them probably the Chinese deter- 
minative also : but it is extended so far northward as to take in the bright 
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star 3 Andromedse (2), and to this star alone the name of the mansion 
is sometimes applied, although its situation, so far from the ecliptic (in 
lat 25° 56' N-); renders it by no means suited to become the distinctive 
star of one of the series of lunar stations. 

We present, in the annexed table, a general conspectus of the corres- 
pondences of the three systems ; and, in order to bring out those corres- 
pondences in the fullest manner possible, we have made the comparison 
in three 'different ways : noting, in the first place, the cases in which the 
three agree with one another ; then those in which each agrees with one 
of the others ; and finally, those in which each agrees with either the 
one or the other of the remaining two. 


Correspondences of the Hindu , Arab , and Chinese Systems of Asterisms. 


So. 

Hindu 

Name. 

Hindu 

with 

Arab 

and 

Chinese. 

Hindu 

with 

Arab. 

Hindu 

with 

Chinese. 

Arab 

with 

Chinese. 

Hindu 

with 

Arab 

or 

Chinese. 

Arab 

with 

Hindu 

or 

Chinese. 

Chinese 

with 

Hindu 

or 

Arab. 

1 

Afvim, 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i 

2 

Bharani, 

2 * 

2 * 

2 

2* 

2 

2* 

2 

3 

Krttikd, 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

Roliini, 

4 * 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

Mrff^cirshAt 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

Ardrji, 

. . 

4 

. . 

t 




7 

Punarvasu, 

. . 

6 

. . 

t 

6 

* 6 

t 

8 

Pushya, 

fit 

7 

6 


7 

? 

6 

9 

A?le#A 


.. 

7 


8 


7 

IO 

Maghd, 

. . 

8 



9 

8 


II 

P.-PUalgnni, 

.. 

9 

. . 


IO 

9 

• • 

12 

U.-Phalguni, 

.. 

IO 

.. 


II 

1 IO 

. • 

i3 

Hasta, 

. . 

. . 

8 


12 

. . 

8 

1 4 

CitiA 

7 

II 

9 

6 

i3 

II 

9 

i5 

SvMi, 


. . 


7 

• . 

12 

IO 

16 

Viptkha, 

8 

12 

IO 

8 

i4 

i3 

II 

17 

Annr&dhk, 

9 

i3 

11 

9 

i5 

i4 

12 

i8 

.Jyeshthh, 

IO 

i4 

12 

IO 

16 

i5* 

i3 

19 

Hula, 

•n 

i5 

i3 

, . 

J7 

16 

i4 

20 

P.-Ashadha, 

12 

16 

i4 

II 

18 

17 

i5 

21 

U.-AshSdhik, 


. . 

i5 

. , 

l ? 

. . 

16 

22 

Abhijit, 


. . 

. . 

12 

18 

17 

23 

(^ravana, 


. . 

. . 

i3 


*9 

18 

24 

c)ravisht,M, 


. . 


i4 


20 

19 

25 

(jatabhishaj. 



. . 

i5 


21 

20 

26 

P.-Bb&drapadA, 

i3 

17 

16 

16 

20 

22 

21 

3.7 

U.-BhSdrapadd, 

»4 

18 

17 

17 

21 

23 

22 

a8 

Revati, 


• • 



•• 

*4§ 

23§ 


* This supposes the second manzil to be composed of the stars in Musca, as 
defined by some authorities. The sixth manzil includes, according to many 
authorities, the fifth sieu, but as there is, at any rate, a discordance in the order of 
succession, we have not reckoned this among the correspondences. $ We reckon 
these two as cases of general coincidence, because, although the Chinese sieu is not 
contained in the Arab mansion, the Hindu asterism includes them both, and the 
■virtual correspondence of the three systems is beyond dispute. § Here we assume 
the Chinese sieu to be comprised among the stars forming the last manzil , which is 
altogether probable, although nowhere distinctly staged. 
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Owing to the different constitution of the systems, their correspond- 
ences are somewhat diverse in character : we account the Hindu aster- 
isms and the Arab mansions to agree, when the groups which mark the 
^fcwo are composed, in whole or in part, of the same stars : we account 
the Chinese system to agree with the others, when the determinative of 
a sieu is to be found among the stars composing their groups. We 
have prefixed to the whole the numbers and titles of the Hindu aster- 
isms, for the sake of easy reference back to the preceding detailed iden- 
tifications and comparisons. 

After this exhibition of the concordances existing among the three 
systems, it can, we apprehend, enter into the mind of no one to donbt 
that all have a common origin, and are but different forms of one and 
the same system. The questions next arise — is either of the three the 
original from which the others have been derived ? and if so, which of 
them is entitled to the honor of being so regarded ? and are the other 
two independent and direct derivatives from it, or does either of them 
come from the other, or must both acknowledge an intermediate source l 
In endeavoring to answer these questions, we will first exhibit the views 
of M. Biot respecting the origin and character of the Chinese sieu, as 
stated in the volumes for 1840 and 1859 of the.Journal des Savants. 

Aceordftg to Biot, the sieu form an organic and integral part of that 
system by which the Chinese, from an almost immemorial antiquity, 
have been accustomed to make their careful and industrious observations 
of celestial phenomena. Their instruments, and their methods of ob- 
servation, have been closely analogous with those in use among modem 
astronomers in the West: they have employed a meridian-circle and a 
measure of time, the clepsydra, and have observed meridian-transits, ob- 
taining right ascensions and declinations of the bodies observed. To 
reduce the errors of their imperfect time-keepers, they long ago selected 
certain stars near the equator, of which they determined with great care 
the intervals in time, and to these they referred the positions of stars or 
planets coming to the meridian between them. The stars thus chosen 
are the sieu. Twenty-four of them were fixed upon more than two 
thousand years before our era (M. Biot says, about B.C. 2357 : but it is 
obviously impossible to fix the date, by internal evidence, within a cen- 
tury or two, nor is .the extejfcal evidence of a more definite character); 
the considerations which governed their selection were three : proximity 
to the equator of that period, distinct visibility — conspicuous brilliancy 
not being demanded for them — and near agreement in respect to time 
of transit with the upper and lower meridian-passages of the bright stars 
* near the pole, within the circle of perpetual apparition : M. Biot finds 
reason to believe that these circumpolar stars had been earlier observed 
with special care, and made standards of comparison, and that, when 
it was afterward seen to be desirable to have stations near the equator, 
such stars were adopted as most nearly agreed with them in right ascen- 
sion. The other four, being the 8th, 14th, 21st, and 28th, the" accession 
of which completed the system of twenty-eight, were added in the time 
of Cheu-Kong, about B.C. 1100, because they marked very nearly the 
positions of the equinoxes and solstices at that epoch : the bright star of 
the Pleiades, however, which had originally been made the first of the 
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series, from its near approach to the vernal equinox of that remoter era, 
still maintained, as it has ever since maintained, its rank as the first. 
Since the time of Cheu-Kong the system has undergone no farther modi- 
fication, but has been preserved unaltered and unimproved, with the)® 
obstinate persistency so characteristic of the Chinese, although many of 
the determinative stars have, under the influence of the precession, be- 
come far removed from the equator, one of them even having retro- 
graded into the preceding mansion. 

If the history of the Chinese aieu, as thus drawn out, is well-founded 
and true, the question of origin is already solved : the system of twenty- 
eight celestial mansions is proved to be of native Chinese institution — 
just as the system of representation of the planetary movements by epi- 
cycles is proved to be Greek by the fact that we can trace in the history 
of Greek science the successive steps of its gradual elaboration. That 
history rests, at present, upon the authority of M. Biot alone : we are 
not aware, at least, that any other investigator has gone independently 
over the same ground ; and he has not himself laid before us, in their 
original form, the passages from Chinese texts which furnish the basis 
of his conclusions. But we regard them as entitled to be received, 
npon his authority, with no slight measure of confidence : his own dis- 
tinguished eminence as a physicist and astronomer, his famiUkrity with 
researches into the history and archaeology of science, his access to the 
abundant material for the history of Chinese astronomy collected and 
worked up by the French missionaries at Pekin, and the zealous assist- 
ance of his son, M. Edouard Biot, the eminent Sinologist, whose prema- 
ture death, in 1850, has been so deeply deplored as a severe loss to Chi- 
nese studies— all these advantages, rarely united in such fullness in the 
person. of any otic student of such a subject, give very great weight to 
views arrived at by him as the results of laborious and long-continued 
investigation. Nor do we see that any general considerations of import- 
ance can be brought forward in opposition to those views. It is, in the 
first place, by no means inconsistent with what we know in other res- 
pects of the age and character of the culture of the Chinese, that they 
should have devised such a system at so early a date. They have, from 
the beginning, been as much distinguished by a tendency to observe and 
record as the Hindus by the lack of such a tendency * they have alwavs 
attached extreme importance to astronomical labors, and to the construc- 
tion and rectification of the calendar ; and the industry and accuracy 
of their observations is attested by the use made of them by modern 
astronomers — thus, to take a single instance, of the cometary orbits 
which have been calculated, the first twenty-five rest upon Chinese ob- * 
servations alone : and once more, it is altogether in accordance with the 
clever empiricism and practical shrewdness of the Chinese character that 
they should have originated at the very start a system of observation 
exceedingly well adapted to its purpose, stopping with that, working in- 
dustriously on thenceforth in the same beaten track, and never develop- 
ing out of so promising a commencement anything deserving the name 
of a science, never devising a theory of the planetary motions, never 
even recognizing and defining the true character of the cardinal phe- 
nomenon of the precession. 
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AgaiD, although it might seem beforehand highly improbable that a 
system of Chinese invention should have found its way into the West, 
and have been extensively accepted there, many centuries before the 
Christian era, there are no so insuperable difficulties in the way as should 
destroy the force of strong presumptive evidence of the truth of such a 
communication. It is well known that in very ancient times the pro- 
ducts of the soil and industry of China were sought as objects of lux- 
ury in the West, and mercantile intercourse opened and maintained 
across the deserts of Central Asia; it even appears that, as early as 
about B. C. 600 (Isaiah xlix. 12), some knowledge of the Siuim, as a far- 
off eastern nation, had penetrated to Babylon and Judea. On the other 
hand, we do not know how much, if at all, earlier than this it may be 
necessary to acknowledge the system of asterisms to have made its ap- 
pearance in India. The literary memorials of the earliest period, the 
Vedic period proper, present no evidence of the existence of the system : 
indeed, it is remarkable how little notice is taken of the stars by the 
Vedic poets; even the recognition of some of them as planets does not 
appear to have taken place until considerably later. In the more recent 
portions of the Vedic texts — as in the nineteenth book of the Atharva- 
Veda, a modern appendage to that modern collection, and in parts of 
the Yajur-Veda, of which there is reason to believe that the canon was 
not closed until a comparatively late period— full lists of the asterisms 
are found. The most unequivocal evidence of the early date of the sys- 
tem in India is furnished by the character of the divinities under whose 
regency the several asterisms are placed: these are all from the Vedic 
pantheon ; the popular divinities of later times are not to be found among 
them ; but, on the other hand, more than one whose consequence is lost, 
and whose names almost are forgotten, even in the epic period of Hindu 
history, appear in the list. Neither this, however, nor any other evi- 
dence known to us, is sufficient to prove, or even to render strongly prob- 
able, the existence of the asterisms in India at so remote a period that 
the system might not be believed to have been introduced, in its fully 
developed form, from China. 

If, now, we make the attempt to determine, upon internal evidence, 
which of the three systems is the primitive one, a detailed examination 
of their correspondences and differences will lead us first to the import- 
ant negative conclusion that no one among them can be regarded as the 
immediate source from which either of the other two has been derived. 
It is evident that the Hindu asterisms and the Arab manazil constitute, 
in many respects, one and the same system : both present to us constel- 
lations or groups of stars, in place of the single determinatives of the 
Chinese sieu ; and not only are those groups composed in general of the 
same stars, but in several cases — as the 7th, 10th, 11th, and 12th mem- 
bers of the series — where they differ widely in situation from the Chi- 
nese determinatives, they exhibit an accordance with one another which 
is too close to be plausibly looked upon as accidental. But if it is thus 
made to appear that neither can have come independently of the other 
from a Chinese original, it is no less certain that neither can have come 
through the other from such an original ; for each has its own points of 
agreement with the sieu, which the other does not sliare — the Hindu in 



348 


[vilL 0. 


the 9th, 13th, and 21st' astferisms, the Arab in the 15th, 22rid, 23rd, 
24th, and 25th mansions. The same considerations show, inversely, that 
the Chinese system cannot he traced to either of the others as its source, 
since it agrees in several points with each one of them where that one 
differs from the third. ‘It becomes necessary, then, fo introduce an addi- 
tional term into the Comparison ; to assume the existence of a fourth 
system, differing ii» some particulars from each of the others, in which 
all shall find their common point of union. Such an assumption is not 
to be looked upon as either gratuitous or arbitrary. Not only do the 
mutual relations of the three systems point distinctly toward it, hut it is 
also supported by generaf considerations, and will, we think, be found to 
remove many of the difficulties which 1 have embarrassed the history of 
the general system. It has been urged as a powerful objection to the 
Chinese origin of the twenty-eight-fold division of the heavens, that we 
find traces of its existence in so many of the countries of the West, 
geographically remote from China, and in which Chinese influence can 
hardly be supposed to have been directly felt. And it is undoubtedly 
true that neither India nor Arabia has stood in ancient times in such 
relations to China as should fit it to become the immediate recipient 
of Chinese learning, and the means of its communication to surround- 
ing ’peoples. The great route of intercourse between China and the 
West led over the table-land of Central Asia, and into the north- 
eastern territory of Iran, the seat of the Zoroastrian religion and cul- 
tnre : thence the roads diverged, the one leading westward, the other 
south-eastward into India, through the valley of the Cabnl, the true 
gate of the Indian peninsula. Within or upon the limits of this central 
land of Iran we conceive the system of mansions t» have received that 
form of which the Hindu nakskatras and the Arab manazil are the 
somewhat altered representatives : precisely where, and whether in the 
hands of Semitic or of Aryan races, we would not at present attempt 
to say. There are, as has been noticed above, traces of an Iranian sys- 
tem to be found in the Bundehesh ; but this is a work which, although 
probably not later than the times of Persia’s independence under her 
Sassanian rulers, can pretend to no high antiquity, and no like traces have 
as yet been pointed out in the earliest Iranian memorial, the Zendavesta. 
Weber (Ind. Literaturgeschichte, p. 221), on the other hand, sees in the 
nuizzalotk and mazzaroth of the Scriptures (Job xxxviii. 32 ; II Kings 
xxiii. 5) — words radically akin with the Arabic manzil — indications of 
the early existence of the system in question among the western Semites, 
and suspeets for it a Chaldaic origin : but the allusions appear to us too 
obscure and equivocal to be relied upon as proof of this, nor is it easy 
to believe that such a method of division of the heavens should have 
prevailed so far to the west, and from so ancient a time, without onr 
hearing of it from the Greeks ; and especially, if it formed a part of the 
Chaldaic astronomy. This point, however, may fairly be passed over, 
as one to be determined, perhaps, by future investigations, and not of 
essential importance to the present inquiry. The question of originality 
is at least definitely settled adversely to the claims of both the° Hindu 
and the Arab systems, and can only lie between the Chinese and that 
fourth system from which the other two have together descended And 
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as concerns these, we are willing to accept the solution which is fur* 
nished us by the researches of M. Biot, supported as we conceive it to be » 
by the general probabilities of the case. Any one who will trace out, 
by the help of a celestial globe or map,* the positions of the Chinese 
determinatives, cannot fail to perceive their general approach to a great 
circle of the sphere which 4 is independent of the ecliptic, and which 
accords more nearly with the equator of B. C. 2350 than with any other 
later one. The full explanations and tables of positions given by Biot 
(Joum. d. Sav., 1840, pp. 243-254) also furnish evidence, of a kind ap- 
preciable by all, that the system may have had the origin which he 
attributes to it, and that, allowing for the limitations imposed upon it by 
its history, it is consistent with "itself, and well enough adapted to the 
purposes for which it was designed. With the positions of its determin- 
ative stars seem to have agreed those of the constellations adopted by 
the common parent of the Hindu and Arab systems, excepting in five or 
six points : those points being where the Chinese make their one unac- 
countable leap from the head to the belt of Orion, and again, where the 
sieu are drawn off far to the southward, in the constellations Hydra and 
Crater : and this, in our view, looks much more as if the series of the 
sieu were the original, whose guidance had been closely followed except- 
ing in a few cases, than as if the asterisms composing the other systems 
had been independently selected from the groups of stars situated along 
the zodiac, with the intention of forming a zodiacal series. It is easy to 
see, farther, how the single determinatives of the sieu should have become 
the nuclei for constellations such as are presented by the other systems ; 
but if, on the contrary, the sieu had been selected by the Chinese, in 
each case, from groups previously constituted, there appears no reason 
why their brightest stars should not have been chosen, as they were cho- 
sen later by the Hindus, in the establishment of junction-stars for the 
asterisms. 

We would suggest, then, as the thecfry best supported by all the evi- 
dence thus far elicited, that a knowledge of the Chinese astronomy, and 
with it the Chinese system of division of the heavens into twenty-eight 
mansions, was carried into W estern Asia at a period not much later 
than B. C. 1100, and was tjiere adopted by some western people, either 
Semitic or Iranian. That in their hands it received a new form, such as 
adapted it to a ruder and less scientific method of observation, the limit- 
ing stars of the mansions being converted into zodiacal groups or con- 
stellations, and in some instances altered in position, so as to be brought 
nearer to the general planetary path of the ecliptic. That in this 
changed form, having become a means of roughly determining and de- 
scribing the places and movements of the planets, it passed into the 
keeping of the Hindus — very probably along with the first knowledge 
of the planets themselves — and entered upon an independent career of 
history in India. That it still maintained itself in its old seat, leaving its 
traces later in the Bundehesh ; and that it made its way so far westward 
as finally to become known to, and adopted by, the Arabs. The farther 

* We propose to furnish at the close of this publication, in connection with the 
additional notes, such a map of the zodiacal zone of the heavens as will sufficiently 
illustrate the character and mutual relations of the three systems compared. 
vol. vi. 45 
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modifications introduced into it by tie latter people all have in view a 
single purpose, that of establishing its stations in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of .the ecliptic : to this purpose the whole Arab system is not 
less constantly faithful than is the Chinese to its own guiding principle. 
The Hindu sustains in this respect but an unfavorable comparison with 
the others : the arbitrary introduction, in the 15th, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th 
asterisms, of remote northern stars, greatly impairs its unity, and also 
furnishes an additional argument of no slight force against its original- 
ity; for, on the one hand, the derivation of the others from it becomes 
thereby vastly more difficult, and, on the other, we can hardly believe 
that a system of organic Indian growth could have become disfigured in 
India by such inconsistencies ; they wefcr the aspect, rather, of arbitrary 
alterations made, at the time of its adoption, in an institution imported 
from abroad. 

It might, at first sight, appear that the adoption by the Arabs of the 
manzil corresponding to A$vini as-the first of their series indicated that 
they had derived it from India posterior to the transfer by the Hindus 
of the first rank from Krttikh, the first of the sieu, to Agvini : hut the 
eircnmstance seems readily to admit of another interpretation. The 
names of many of the Arab mansions show the influence of the Greek 
astronomy, being derived from the Greek constellations : the same influ- 
ence would fully explain an arrangement which made the series begin 
vrith the group coinciding most nearly with the beginning of the Greek 
zodiac. The transfer on the part of the Hindus, likewise, was unques- 
tionably made at the time of the general reconstruction of their astro- 
nomical system under the influence of western science. The two series 
are thus to be regarded as having been brought into accordance in this 
respect by the separate and independent working of the same cause. 

M. Biot insists strongly, as a proof of the non-originality of the sys- 
tem of asterisms among the Hindus, upon its gross and palpable lack 
of adaptedness to the purpose for which they used it ; he compares it 
to a gimlet out of which they have tried to make a saw. In this view 
we can by no means agree with him : we would rather liken it to a 
hatchet, which, with its edge dulled and broken, has been turned and 
made to do duty as a hammer, and which Is not ill suited to its new and 
coarser office. Indeed, taking the Hindu system in its more perfect 
and consistent form, as applied by the Arabs, and comparing it with the 
Chinese sieu at any time within the past two thousand years, we are by 
no means sure that the advantage in respect to adaptation would not he 
generally pronounced to be upon the side of the former. . The distance 
of many of the sieu during that period from the equator, the faintness 
of some among them, the great irregularity of their intervals, render 
them anything but a model system for measuring distances in right 
ascension. On the other hand, to adopt a series of conspicuous constel- 
lations along the zodiac, by their proximity to which the movements of 
the planets shall be marked, is no unmotived proceeding : just such a 
division of the ecliptic among twelve constellations preceded and led the 
way to the Greek method of measuring by signs, having exact limits, 
and independent of the groups of stars which originally gave name to 
them. M. Biot’s error lies in his misapprehension, in two important 
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respects, of the character of the Hindu asterisms : in the first place, he 
constantly treats them as if they were, like the sieu, single stare, the in- 
tervals between whose circles of declination constituted the accepted 
divisions of the zodiac ; an& in the second place, he assumes them to 
have been established for the purpose of marking the moon’s daily pro- 
gress from point to point along the ecliptic. Now, as regards tire first 
of these points, we have already shown above that the conversion of the 
Chinese determinatives into constellations took place, in all probability, 
before their introduction to the knowledge of the Hindus : there is, in- 
deed, an entire unanimity of evidence to the effect that the Hindu sys- 
tem is from its inception one of groups of stars: this is conclusively 
shown by the original dual and plural names of the asterisms, or by their 
otherwise significant titles — compare especially thc^e of the 13th and 
25th of the series. The selection of a “junction-star” to represent the 
asterism appears to be something comparatively modem : we regard it 
as posterior to the reconstruction of the Hindu astronomy upon a truly 
scientific basis, and the determination, by calculation, of the precise pla- 
ces of the planets : this would naturally awaken a desire for, and lead 
to, a similarly exact determination of the position of some star repre- 
senting each asterism, which might be employed in the calculation of 
conjunctions, for astrological purposes; the astronomical uses of the 
system being no longer of much account after the division of the ecliptic 
into signs. And the choice of the junction-star has fallen, in the ma- 
jority of cases, not upon the Chinese determinative itself, but upon some 
other and more conspicuous member of the group originally formed 
about the latter. Again, there is an entire absence of evidence that the 
“ portions” of the asterisms, or the arcs of the ecliptic named from them, 
were ever measured from junction-star to junction-star : whatever may 
be the discordance among the different authorities respecting their extent 
and limits, they are always freely, and often arbitrarily, taken from parts 
of the ecliptic adjacent to, or not far removed from, the successive con- 
stellations. 

As regards the other point noticed, it is, indeed, not at all to be won- 
dered at that M. Biot should treat the Hindu nakshatras as a system 
hearing special relations to the moon, since, by those who have treated 
of them, they have always been styled “houses of the moon,” “moon- 
stations,” “lunar asterisms,” and the like. Nevertheless, these designa- 
tions seem to be founded only in carelessness, or in misapprehension. 
In the Surya-Siddhanta, certainly, there is no hint to be discovered of 
any particular connection between them and the moon, and for this rea- 
son we have been careful never to translate the term nakshatra by any 
other word than simply “ asterism.” Nor does the case appear to have 
been otherwise from the beginning. No one of the general names for 
the asterisms ( nakshatra , bha, dkishnya) means literally anything more 
than “ star” or “ constellation” : their most ancient and usual appella- 
tion, nakshatra, is a word of doubtful etymology (it may be radically 
akin with nakia, nox, riS, “ night”), but it is not infrequently met with 
in the Vedic writings, with the general signification of “ star,” or 
“ group of stars” : the moon is several times designated as “ sovereign 
of the nakshatras ,” but evidently in no other sense than that in which 
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we style her “queen of night”;, for the same title is in other passages 
given to the sun, and even also to the Milky Way. When the name 
came to be especially applied to the system of zodiacal asterisms, we 
have seen above that a single one of the series, the 5th, was placed un- 
der the regency of the moon, as another, the 13th, under that of the 
sun ; this, too, by no means looks as if the whole design of the system 
was to mark the moon’s daily motions. Naturally enough, since the 
moon is the most conspicuous of the nightly luminaries, and her revolu- 
tions more rapid and far more important than those of the others, the 
asterisms would practically be brought into much more frequent use in 
connection with her movements : their number, likewise, being nearly 
accordant with the number of days of her sidereal revolution, could not 
but tempt those wjip thus employed them to set up an artificial relation 
between the two. ilence the Arabs distinctly call their divisions of the 
zodiac, and the constellations which mark them, “ houses of the moon,” 
and, until the researches of M. Biot, no one, so far as we are aware, had 
ever questioned that the number of the asterisms or mansions, wherever 
found, was derived from and dependent on that of the days in the 
moon’s revolution. It was most natural, then, that Western scholars, 
having first made acquaintance with the Arab system, should, on finding 
the same in India, call it by the same name : nor is it very strange, even, 
that Ideler should have gone a step farther, and applied the familiar title 
of “ lunar stations ’ to the Chinese sieu also ; an error for which he is 
sharply criticised by M. Biot (Journ. d. Sav., 1859, p. 480). The latter 
cites from al-Birhni (Journ. d. Sav. 1845, p. 49; 1859, pp. 487-8) two 
passages derived by him from \ arkha-mihira and Brahmagupta respect- 
ively, in which are recorded attempts to establish a systematic relation 
between the asterisms and the moon’s true and mean daily motions. 
One of these passages is exceedingly obscure, and both are irreconcila- 
• ble with one another, and with what we know of the system of aster- 
isms from other sources : two conclusions, however, bearing upon the 
present matter, are clearly derivable from them : first, that, as the “ por- 
tions assigned to the asterisms had no natural and fixed limits, it was 
possible for any Hindu system-maker so to define them as to bring them 
into a connection with the moon’s daily motions : and secondly, that 
suc , , a connection was never deemed an essential feature of the system, 
and hence no one form of it was generally recognized and accepted. 
J3ie considerations adduced by us above are, we think, fully sufficient to 
aecount for any such isolated attempts at the establishment of a con- 
nection as al-Biruni, who naturally sought to find in the Hindu naksha- 
iras the correlatives of his own manasil al-kamar, was able to discover 
among the works of Hindu astronomers : there is no good reason whv 
we should deprive the former of their true character, which is that of 
zodiacal constellations, rudely marking out divisions of the ecliptic, and 
employable for all the purposes for which such a division is demanded. 

Ike reason of the variation in the number of the asterisms, which are 
reckoned now as twenty-eight and now as twenty-seven, is a point of no 
small difficulty in the history of the system. M. Biot makes the acute 
suggestion that the omission of Abhijit from the series took place be- 
cause the mansion belonging to that asterism was on the point of becom- 
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ing extinguished, the circle of declination of its junction-star being 
brought by the precession to a coincidence with that of the junction-star 
of the preceding asterism about A.D. 972. But it has been shown 
above that M. Biot's view of the nature of a nakshatra — that it is^ 
namely, the arc of the ecliptic intercepted between the circles of declina- 
tion of two successive junction-stars — is altogether erroneous : however 
nearly those circles might approach one {mother, there would still be no 
difficulty in assigning to each asterism its “ portion” from the neighbor- 
ing region of the ecliptic. Again, this explanation would not account 
for the early date of the omission of Abhijit, which, as already noticed, 
is found wanting in one of the most ancient lists, that of the T&ittiriva- 
Sanliita. It is to be observed, moreover, that M. Biot, in calculating the 
period of Abhijit’s disappearance, has adopted x Sagittarii as the junc- 
tion-star of Uttara-AsMdha, while we have shown above that or, and 
not t, is to be so regarded : and this substitution would defer until sev- 
eral centuries later the date of coincidence of the two circles of declina- 
tion. According to the Hindu measurements, indeed (see the table of 
positions of the junction-stars, near the beginning of this note), Abhijit 
is farther removed from the preceding asterism, both in polar longitude 
and in right ascension, than are five of the other asterisms from their 
respective predecessors: nor does the Hindu astronomical system ac- 
knowledge or make allowance for the alteration of position of the circles 
of declination under the influence of the precession : their places, as 
data for the calculation of conjunctions, are ostensibly laid down for all 
future time. For these various reasons, M. Biot’s explanation is to be 
rejected as insufficient. A more satisfactory one, in our opinion, may 
be found in the fact, illustrated above (see Fig. 31, beginning of this 
note), that the asterisms are in general so distributed as to accord quite 
well with a division of the ecliptic into twenty-seven equal portions, 
but not with a division into twenty-eight equal, portions ; that the 
region where they are too much crowded together is that from the 20th 
to the 23rd asterism, and that, among those situated in this crowded 
quarter, Abhijit is farthest removed from the ecliptic, and so is more 
easily left out than any of the others, in dividing the ecliptic into por- 
tions. We cannot consider it at all doubtful that Abhijit is as originally 
and truly a part of the system of asterisms as any other constellation 
* in the series, which is properly composed of twenty-eight members, and 
not of twenty-seven : the analogy of the other systems, and the fact 
that treatises like this Siddhants, which reckon only twentv-seven divi- 
sions of the ecliptic, are yet obliged, in treating of the asterisms as con- 
stellations, to regard them as twenty-eight, are conclusive upon this 
point. The whole difficulty and source of discordance seems to lie in 
this — how shall there, in any systematic method of division of the eclip- 
tic, be found a place and a portion for a twenty-eighth asterism ? The 
Khanda-Kataka, as cited by al-Birtmi — in making out, by a method 
which is altogether irrespective of the actual positions of the asterisms 
with reference to the zodiac, the accordance already referred to between 
their portions and the moon’s daily ftotions — allots to Abhijit so much 
of the ecliptic as is equivalent to the mean motion of the moon during 
the part of a day by which her revolution exceeds twenty-seven days. 
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Others allow it a sharein the proper portions of the two neighboring 
asterisms : thus the Muhhrta-Mala, a late work, of date unknown to us, 
says : “ the last quarter of Uttara-Ashadha and the first fifteenth of 
Cravana together constitute Abhijit : it is so to be accounted when 
fwenty-eight asterisms are reckoned ; not otherwise.” Ordinarily, how- 
ever, the division of the ecliptic into twenty-seven equal ‘* portions” is 
made, and Abhijit is simply parsed by in their distribution. After the 
introduction of. the modern method of ^dividing the circle into degrees 
and. minutes, this last way of settling the difficulty would obviously re- 
ceive a powerful support, and an increased currency, from the fact that 
a division by twenty-seven gave each portion an even number of min- 
utes, 800, while a division by twenty-eight yielded the awkward and 
unmanageable quotient 771-f. 

Much yet remains to be done, before the history and use of the sys- 
tem of asterisms, as a part of the ancient Hindu astronomy and astrol- 
ogy, shall be fully understood. There is in existence an abundant liter- 
ature, ancient and modern, upon the subject, which will doubtless at 
some time provoke laborious investigation, and repay it with interesting 
results. To us hardly any of that literature is accessible, and only the 
final results of wide-extended and long-continued studies upon it could 
be in place here. We have already allotted to the nakshatras more 
space than to some may seem advisable : our excuse must be the in- 
terest of the history of the system, as part of the ancient history of 
the rise and spread of astronomical science ; the importance attaching 
to the researches of M. Biot, the inadequate attention hitherto paid 
them, and the recent renewal of their discussion in the Journal des Sa- 
vants ; and finally and especially, the fact that in and with the asterisms 
is bound up the whole history of Hindu astronomy, prior to its trans- 
formation under the overpowering influence of western science. In the 
modern astronomy of India, the nakshatras are of subordinate conse- 
quence only, and appear as hardly more than reminiscences of a former 
order of things : from the Surya-Siddhanta might be struck out every 
line referring to them, without serious alteration of the character of the 
treatise. 

Before bringing this note to a close, we present, in the annexed table, 
a comparison of the true longitudes and latitudes of the junction-stars 
of the twenty-eight asterisms, as derived by calculation from the posi- 
tions stated in our text, with the actual longitudes and latitudes of the 
stars with which they are probably to be identified. In a single case, 
(the 27th asterism), we compare the longitude of one star and the lati- 
tude of another ; the reason of this is explained above, in connection 
with the identification of the asterism. We add columns giving thg 
errors of the Hindu determinations of position : in that for the latitnde 
north direction is regarded as positive, and south direction as negative. 

Upon examining the column of errors of latitude presented in 'this 
table, it will be seen that they are too considerable, and too irregular, 
both in amount aDd in direction, to be plausibly accounted for other- 
wise than as direct errors of observation and calculation. The grossest 
of them, as has already been pointed out, are committed in the measure- 
ment of southern latitudes, when of considerable amount, and they are 
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Positions , and Errors of Position , of the Junction-Stars of the Astertsms. 


Na 

Name. 

Longit 

Hindu. 

ude, A. D. 560. 

m I Hindu 

Trae ‘ j error. 

I 

Hindu- 

at it ude. 

True. 

Hindu 

error." 

Star compared. 

I 

? 

Apvini, 

0 / 

ir 59 

0 ' ! 
1 3 56 

O t 

- I 57 

0 t 

9 ii N. 

0 r 

8 28 N. 

0 / 

+ 0 43 

f3 Arietis. 

2 

Bharani, 

24 35 

26 54; 

- 2 19 

n 6“ 

ir 17 “ 

- 0 II 

85 Arietis, a Nuscae. 

3 

Krttikj, 

39 8 

3 9 58! 

- 0 5o 

4 44“ 

4 1“ 

+ 0 43 q Tauri, Alcyone. 

4 

Rohini, 

48 9 

49 45i 

- 1 36 

449 s. 

5 3o S. 

+ o4i 

a Tauri, Aldebaran. 

5 

Mrgacirsha, 

61 3 

63 4o! 

- 2 3? 

949 “ 

i3 25 “ 

+ 3 36 x Orionis. 

6 

Ardra, 

65 5o 

68 43; 

-2 53 

8 53 “ 

16 4“ 

+ 711 

a Orionis. m 

7 

Punarvastl, 

92 52 

9 3 1 4 

- 0 22 

6 oN. 

6 39 N-; - 0 39 .3 Gernin., Pollux. 

8 

Pushya, 

106 0 

108 42: 

- 2 42 

O O 

0 4“ 

-0 4 

8 Cancri. 

9 

A$lesha, 

ioq 5q 

[12 20 

- 2 21 

6 56 S. 

11 8 i+ 

+412 

s Hydra. 

IO 

MaghA, 

129 0 

[20 49 

- 0 49 

O O 

0 27 N. 

- 0 27 

a Leonis, Regulus. 

II 

P.-Phalgunt, 

1 39 58 

i4t t5 

-1 17 

11 19N. 

i4 19“ 

- 3 0 

8 Leonis. 

12 

tT.-Phalguni, 

i5o 10 

1 5r 37 

-t27 

1* 5 “ 

12 17“ 

— 0 12 

li Leonis. 

i3 

Hasta, 

17 4 22 

173 27 

+ 0 55 10 6 S. 

13 10 8- 

+ 2 4 

8 Corvi. 

t4 

Citri, 

i8p 48 

1 83 49 

- 3 1 

i 5o “ 

2 2 “ 

+ 0 12 

a Virginis, Spica. 

i5 

Svatl, 

i83 2 

184 12 

- 1 10 33 5oN. 

3o 57 N. 

+2 53 

a Bootis, Arcturus. 

16 

V ifakha, 

2t3 3i 

211 O 

+ 2 3t 

1 25 S. 

1 48 S. 

+ O 23 

i Librae. 

17 

AnuradhA, 

224 44 

222 34 + 2 10 

2 52 w 

1 57 “ 

- 0 55 

8 Scorpionis. 

18 

JyeshthA, 

23 o 7 

22Q 44‘ +0 2: 

3 5o “ 

4 3i “ 

+ 041 

0 Scorp., Antares. 

19 

Milla, " 

242 52 

2 44 33 

- 1 4i 

8 48 “ 

i3 44 “ 

+ 456 

x Scorpionis. 

20 

P.- Ash&dhd, 

254 3 9 

254 32 

+0 7 

5 28 “ 

6 25 “ 

+ 0 57 

8 Sagittarii. 

21 

U.-Asliadha, 

260 23 

262 21 

-1 58 

4 59“ 

3 24 “ 

- I 25 

a Sagittarii. 

22 

Abhijit, 

264 10 

265 1 5 

-i 559 58N. 

61 46 N. 

,■ 48 

0 Lyrae, Vega. 

23 

Qravana, 

282 29 

281 4t 

+ 0 48,129 54“ 

39 19 “ 

+ 0 35 

a Aqnilie, Atair. 

2 4 

(jravishtha, 

296 5 

396 tq 

- 0 14 

35 33 “ 

3! 57“ 

+ 3 36 

,3 Delpbini. , 

25 

Catabbishaj, 

319 5o 

321 33 

-143 

0 28 S. 

0 23 8. 

- 0 5 

\ Aqnarii. 

26 

P.-BhAdrapada, 334 25 

333 27 

+ 0 58 

22 3oN- 

19 25 N. 

+ 3 5 

a Pegasi. 

27 

U.-BhAdrapadA, 347 1 6 

349 8! - i 52 

¥ *“ 

25 4i “ 

- 1 4o 

y Peg. <t a Androm. 

28 

1 Revati, 

359 5o 

359 5o! 0 0 

O O 

0 i3 8. 

+ 0 i3 

5 Piscium. 


all in the same direction, giving the star a place too far to the north. 
The column of errors in longitude, on the other hand, shows a very 
marked preponderance of minus etrors, their sum being 33° 54', while 
the sum of plus errors is only 7° 52'. Upon taking the difference of 
these sums, and dividing it by twenty-eight, we find the average error 
of longitude to be - 56', the greatest deviation from it in either direction 
being -2° 4' and + 3° 27'.* So far as this goes, it would indicate that 
the "Hindu measurements of position were made from a vernal equinox 
situated about 1° to the eastward of that of A.D. 560, and so at a time 
seventy years previous to the date we have assumed for them, or about 
A. D. 490. In our present ignorance of the methods of observation 


* In a comparison in which a high degree of exactness was desired, and was not, 
in the nature of the case, unattainable, it would of course be necessary to take into 
account the proper motions of the stars compared. This we have not thought it 
worth while, in the present instance, to do. We may remark, however, that the 
junction-star of the 15th asterism, Arcturus.has a much greater proper motion than 
any other in the series ; and that, if this were allowed for, according to its value as 
determined bv Main (Mem. Roy. Astr. Soc., vol. xix, 4to, 1851), the Hindu error of 
longitude would be diminished about 22', but that of latitude incseased about 35'. 
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employed by the Hindus for this purpose, such a determination of date 
cannot, indeed, be relied upon as*exact or conclusive, yet it is the best 
and surest that we can attain. The general conclusion, at any rate, 
stands fast, that the positions of the junction-stars of the asterisms were 
fixed not far from the* time when the -vernal equinox coincided with the 
initial point of the Hindu sidereal sphere, or during the sixth century 
of our era. 

Since, according to the Hindu theory, the initial point of the sidereal 
sphere is also, for all time, the mean place of the vernal equinox, which 
always reverts t*it after a libration of 27° in either direction (see above, 
iiii. 9-12), we are not surprised to find the positions of the asterisms pri- 
marily defined upon the supposition of their coincidence. But it is not 
a little strange that the effect of the precession in altering the direction 
of the circles of declination drawn through the junction-stars, and so the 
polar longitudes and latitudes of the latter, should be made no account 
of (see, however, the latter half of«r. 12, below, and the note upon it), 
and that directions for calculating the conjunctions of the planets with 
the asterisms according to their positions as thus staged should be given 
(vv. 14-15), unaccompanied by any hint that a modification of the data 
of the process would ever be found necessary. This carelessness is per- 
haps to be regarded as an additional evidence of the small importance 
attached, after the reconstruction of the Hindu astronomy, to calcula- 
tions in which the asterisms were concerned ; although it also tends 
strongly to prove what we have suggested above (note to iii. 9-1 2), that 
in the construction «f the Hindu astronomical system the precession was 
ignored altogether. It is to be noticed that the two systems of yogas (see 
srnove, ii. 65, and additional note upon that passage), originally founded 
upon actual conjunctions with the asterisms, have been divorced from 
any real connection with them. Alike consideration might restrain us 
from accepting the determinations ot position here presented as the best 
results which Hindu observers and instruments were capable of attaining ; 
yet, in the absence of other tests of their powers, we cannot well help 
drawing the conclusion that the accuracy of a Hindu observation is not 
to be relied on within a degree or two. 

, 10. Agastya is at the end of Gemini, and eighty degrees south ; 
and Mrgavyadha is situated in the twentieth degree of Gemini ; 

11. His latitude ( vikshepa ), reckoned from his point of declina- 
tion ( apaJcramci ), is forty degrees south : Agni ( hutabhuj ) and Brah- * 

mahrdaya are in Taurus, the twenty-second degree ; 

12. And they are removed in latitude ( yikshipta ), northward, 
eight and thirty degrees respectively. . . . 

In connection with the more proper subject of this chapter we also 
have laid before us, here and in a subsequent passage (vv. 20-Sfl), the 
defined positions of a few fixed stars which are not included in the sys- 
tem of zodiacal asterisms. The definition is made in the same manner 
as before, by polar longitudes and latitudes. It is not at all difficult to 
identify the stars referred to in these verses ; they were correctly pointed 
out by Colebrooke, in his article already cited (As. Res., voL ix). Agas- 
tva is « Navis, or Canopus, a star of the first magnitude, and one of the 


* 



viii. 12.] 


Surya-Siddhdnia. 


357 


most brilliant in the southern heavens. Its remote southern position, 
only 37° from the pole, renders it invisible to an observer stationed much 
to the northward of the Tropic of Cancer. Its Hindu name is that of 
one of the old Vedic rshu, or inspired sages. The comparison of its 
true position with that assigned it by our text — which, in this instance, 
does not require to be reduced to true longitude and latitude — is as 
follows : 

Agastya .... 90 0 o' ... . 8o° o' S. 

I Canopus .... 85 ° 4 ' ... . j5° 5 o' S. 

The error of position is here very considerable, and the variations of 
the other authorities from the data of our text are correspondingly great. 
The Siddhhnta-Qiromani and (according to Colebrooke) the Brahma- 
Siddhanta give Agastya 87 ° of polar longitude, and 77° of latitude, 
which is a fair approximation to the truth: the Graha-Laghava also 
places it correctly in lat. 76° S., but makes its longitude only 80°, which 
is as gross an error as that of the Sbrya-Siddhhnta, but in the opposite 
direction. The (y&kalya-Sanhita agrees precisely with our treatise as 
respects the positions of these four stars, as it does generally in the 
numerical data of its astronomical system. 

Mrgavyadha, “ deer-hunter” — it is also called Lubdhaka, “ hunter” — 
is a Canis Majoris, or Sirius, the brightest of the fixed stars : 

Mrgavyadha .... 76° a 3 ' .... 39° 5 a' S. 

Sirius 84 ° 7’ ... . 39° 32 ' S. 

Here, while all authorities agree with the correct determination of the 
latitude of Sirius presented by our text, the Siddhanta-Qiromani etc. 
greatly reduce its error of longitude, by giving the star 86*, instead of 
80 °, of polar longitude: the Graha-L&ghava reads 81°. 

The star named after the god of fire, Agni, and called in the text by 
one of his frequent epithets, hutabhuj, “ devourer of the sacrifice,” is the 
one which is situated at the extremity of the northern horn of the Bull, 
or Tauri : it alone of the four is of the second magnitude only : 


Agni 54 ° 5 ' . ... 7 0 44 ' If. 

)3 Tauri .... 62° 32' .... 5 ° 22' If. 


The very gross error in the determination of the longitude of this star 
is but slightly reduced by the Graha-Laghava, which gives it 53°, instead 
of 52°, of polar longitude. The Siddhanta-yiromani and Brahma-Sid- 
dhanta omit all notice of any of the fixed stars excepting Canopus and 
Sirius. 

Brahmahrdaya, “ Brahma’s heart,” is a Aurigae, or Capella : 

Brahmahrdaya .... 6o° 29' .... 28° 53 ' If. 

Capella 6i° 5 o r .... 22 0 5 a' If. 

The Graha-L&ghava, leaving this erroneous determination of latitude 
unamended, adds a greater error of longitude, in the opposite direction 
to that of our text, by giving the star 4° more of polar longitude. 

We shall present these comparisons in a tabular form at the end of the 
chapter, in connection with the other passage of similar import. 

12. . . . Having constructed a sphere, one may examine the 
corrected ( sphuta ) latitude and polar longitude ( dhruvaka ). 

VOL. VI. 46 
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What is the true meaning and scope of this passage, is a question with 
regard to which there may be some •difference of opinion. The com- 
mentator explains it as intended to satisfy the inquiry whether the polar 
longitudes and latitudes, as stated in the text, are constant, or whether 
they are subject to variation. Now although, he says, owing to the 
precession, the values of these quantities are not unalterably fixed, yet 
they are given by the text as they were at its period, and as if they were 
constant, while the astronomer is directed to determine them for his own 


time by actual observation. For this purpose he is to take such a sphere 
as is described below (chap, xiii) — of which the principal parts, and the ~ 
only ones which would be brought into use in this process, are hoops or 
circles representing the colures, the equator, and the ecliptic — and is to 
suspend upon its poles an additional movable circle, graduated to de- 
grees : this would be, of course, a revolving circle of declinat ion. The 
sphere is next to be adjusted in such manner that its axis shall point to 
the pole, and that its horizon shall be water-level. Then, in the night, 
the junction-star of Revati (£ Piscium) is to be looked at through a hole 
in the centre of the instrument, and the corresponding point of the 
ecliptic, which is 10' east of the end of the constellation Pisces, is to be 
brought over it ; after that, it will be necessary only to bring the revolv- 
ing circle of declination, as observed through the hole in the centre of 
the instrument, over any other star of which it is desired to determine 


the position, and its polar longitude and latitude may be read off directly 
upon the ecliptic and the movable circle respectively. , 

Colebrooke (As. Res., ix. 326 ; Essays, ii. 324) found this passage 
similarly explained in other commentaries upon the Shrya-Siddhanta to 
which he had access, and also met with like directions in the commen- 


taries on the Siddhanta-Qiromani. 

There are, however, very serious objections to such an interpretation 
of the brief direction contained in the text. It is altogether inconsist- 
ent with the whole plan and method of a Hindu astronomical treatise to 


leave, and even to order, matters of this character to be determined by 
observation. Observation has no such important place assigned to it in 
the astronomical system : with the exception of terrestrial longitude and 
latitude, which, in the nature of things, are beyond the reach of a trea- 
tise, it is intended that the astronomer should find in his text-book every- 
thing which he needs for the determination of celestial phenomena, and 
should resort to instruments and observation only by way of illustration. 
The sphere of which the construction is prescribed in the thirteenth 
chapter is not an instrument for observation : it is expressly stated to be 
“ for the instruction of the pupil,” and it is encumbered with such a 
number and variety of different circles, including parallels of declination 
for all the asterisms and for the observed fixed stars, that it could not 


be used for any other purpose : it will be noticed, too, that the com- 
mentary is itself obliged to order here the addition of the only appli- 
ances — the revolving circle of declination and the hole through the cen- 
tre — which make of it an instrument for observation. The simple and 
original meaning of the passage seems to be that, having constructed a 
sphere in the manner to be hereafter described, one may examine the 
places of the asterisms as marked upon it, and note their coincidence 
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with the actual positions of the stars in the heavens. And we would 
regard the other interpretation as forced upon the passage by the com- 
mentators, in order to avoid the difficulty pointed out by us above (near 
the end of the note on the last passage but one) and to free the Sid- 
dhanta from the imputation of having neglected the precessional varia- 
tion of the circles of declination. M. Biot pronounces the method of 
observation explained by the commentators “almost impracticable,” 
and it can, accordingly, hardly be that by which the positions of the as- 
terisms were at first laid down, or by which they could be made to un- 
dergo the necessary corrections. Another method, more in accordance 
with the rules and processes of the third chapter, and which appears to 
us to be more authentic and of higher value, is described by Colebrooke 
(as above) from the Siddhanta-Sarvabhauma, being there cited from the 
Siddhanta-Sundara ; it is as follows : 

“ A tube, adapted to the summit of the gnomon, is directed toward 
the star on the meridian : and the line of the tube, pointed to the star, 
is prolonged by a thread to the ground. The line from the summit of 
the gnomon to the base is the hypothenuse ; the height of the gnomon 
is the perpendicular ; and its distance from the extremity of the thread 
is the base of the triangle. Therefore, as the hypothenuse is to its base, 
so is the radius to a base, from which the sine of the angle, and conse- 
quently the angle itself, are known. If it exceed the latitude [of the 
place of observation], the declination is south ; or, if the contrary, it is 
north. The right ascension of the star is calculated from the hour of 
night, and from the right ascension of the sun for that time. The decli- 
nation of the corresponding point of the ecliptic being found, the sum 
or difference of the declinations, according as they are of the same or of 
different denominations, is the distance of the star from the ecliptic. The 
longitude of the same point is computed ; and from these elements, with 
the actual precession of the equinox, may be calculated the true longi- 
tude of the star ; as also its latitude on a circle passing through the poles 
of the ecliptic.” 

The Siddhanta-Sarvabhauma also gives the true longitudes and lati- 
tudes of the asterisms, professedly as thus obtained by observation and 
calculation, and they are reported by Colebrooke in his general table of 
data respecting the asterisms. 

If we are not mistaken, the amount and character of the errors in the 
stated latitudes of the asterisms tend to prove that this, or some kindred 
process, was that by which their positions were actually determined. 

13. In Taurus, the seventeenth degree, a planet of which the 
latitude is a little more than tw# degrees, south, will split the 
wain of Rohinl 

The asterism Rohini, as has been seen above, is composed of the five 
principal stars in the head of Taurus, in the constellation of which is 
seen the figure of a wain. The divinity is Prajapati. The distances of 
its stars in longitude from the initial point of the sphere vary from 45° 
4(T ('/ ) to 49° 45 ' («); hence the seventeenth degree of the second 
sign — the reckoning commencing at the initial point of the sphere, taken 
as coincidiaMteo with the vernal equinox — is very nearly the middle of 
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the wain. The latitude of its stais, again, varies from 2° 36' (e) to 5° 
47' (&) S. ; hence, to come into collision with, or to enter, the wain, a 
planet must have more than two degrees of south latitude. The Sid- 
dhanta does not inform usrwhat would be the consequences of such an 
occurrence ; that belongsyather to the domain of astrology than of as- 
tronomy. We cite from the Pancatantra (vv. 238-241) the following 
description of these consequences, derived from the astrological writings 
of Varaha-mihira.:* 

“When Saturn splits the wain of Rohini here in the world, then 
M&dhava rains not upon the earth for twelve years. 

“When the wain of Praj&pati’s asterism is split, the earth, having 
|pB it were committed a sin, performs, in a manner, her surface being 
.Strewn with ashes and bones, the kapalika penance. 

“ If Saturn, Mars, or the descending node splits the wain of Rohinl, 
■why need I say that, in a sea of misfortune, destruction befalls the world? 

“ When the moon is stationed in the midst of Rohini’s wain, then 
men wander recklessly about, deprived of shelter, eating the cooked 
flesh of children, drinking water from vessels burnt by the sun.” 

„ , Upon what conception this curious feature of the ancient Hindu as- 
trology is founded, we are entirely ignorant. 

14. Calculate, as in the case of the planets, the day and night 
of the asterisms, and perform the operation for apparent longi- 
tude (drkkarman), as before : the rest is by the rules for the con- 
junction (melaka) of planets, using the daily motion of the planet 
US a divisor : the same is the case as regards the time. 

15. When the longitude of the planet is less than the polar 
longitude (dhruvalca) of the asterism, the conjunction {yoga) is to 
come ; when greater, it is past : when the planet is retrograding 
{valcragaii), the contrary is to be recognized as true of the con- 
junction ( samagama ). 

The rules given in the preceding chapter for calculating the conjunc- 
tion of two planets with one another apply, of course, with certain mod- 
ifications, to the calculation of the conjunctions of the planets with the 
asterisms. The text, however, omits to specify the most important of 
these modifications — that, namely, in determining the apparent longi- 
tude of an asterism, one part of the process prescribed in the case of a 
planet, the ayanadrkkarman, or correction for ecliptic deviation, is to be 
omitted altogether ; since the polar longitude of the asterism, which is 
given, corresponds in character with the ayana graha, or longitude of 
the planet as affected by ecliptic’meviation, which must be ascertained 
by the ayanadrkkarman. The commentary notices the omission, but 
offers neither explanation nor excuse for it The other essential modifi- 
cation — that the asterism being fixed, the motion of the planet alone is 


* Oar translation represents the verses as amended in their readings by Benfey 
(Pantschaiantra etc, 2r Theil, nn. 234-237). In the third of the verses, however, 
|he, reading of the published text, fa pi, “moon,” would seem decidedly preferable to 
ctihi, “ descending node” ; since the node, being always necessaj^^jp the ecliptic. 
Can never come into collision with Eohinfs wain. 
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to be used as divisor in determining the place and time of the conjunc- 
tion — is duly noticed. 

The inaccuracies in the Hindu process for determining apparent lon- 
gitudes, which, as above noticed, are kept within bounds, where the 
planets alone are concerned, by the small amount of their latitudes, 
would be liable in the case of many of the asterisms to lead to grave er- 
rors of result. 

16. Of the two Phalgunis, the two Bhadrapadas, and likewise 
the two Ashadhas, of Yigakha, Agvini, and Mrgagirsha ( saumya ), 
the junction-star (yogatara ) is stated to be the northern ( uttara ) : 

17. That which is the western northern star, being the second 
situated westward, that is the junction-star of Hasta ; of Qra- 
vishtha it is the western : 

18. Of Jyeshtha, Qravana, Anuradha ( maitra ), and Pushya 
(i bdrhaspatya ), it is the middle star : of Bharani, Krttika ( agneya ), 
and Magha (pitrya ), and likewise of Revati, it is the southern : 

19. Of Rohini, Punarvasu ( Mitya ), and Mula, it is the eastern, 
and so also of Aglesha (sdrpa ) : in the case of each of the others, 
the junction-star (yogatdrdkd) is the great (sthUla) one. 

We have had occasion above, in treating of the identification of the 
asterisms, to question the accuracy of some of these designations of the 
relative position of the junction-stars in the groups containing them. 
We do not regard the passage as having the same authenticity and 
authority with that in which the determination* of the polar longitudes 
and latitudes are given ; and indeed, we are inclined to suspect that all 
which follows the fifteenth verse in the chapter may be a later addition 
to its original content It is difficult to see otherwise why the state- 
ments given in verses 20 and 21 of the positions of certain stars should 
be separated from those presented above, in verses 10-12. A designa- 
tion of the relative position of the junction-star in each group ought also 
properly to be connected with a definition of the number of stars com- 
posing each, and a description of its configuration — such as are presented 
along with it by other treatises, as the Qhkalya-Sanhith. The first is even 
in some points ambiguous unless accompanied by the others, since there 
are cases in which the same star has a different position in its asterism 
according as the latter is to be regarded as including a less or a greater 
number of stars. In this respect also, then, the passage looks like a dis- 
connected fragment. Nor is the method of designation so clear and 
systematic as to inspire us with confidence in its accuracy. Upon a 
consideration of the whole series of asterisms, it is obvious that the 
brightest member of each group is generally selected as its junction-star. 
Hence we should expect to find a general rule to that effect laid down, 
and then the exceptions to it specially noted, together with the cases in 
which such a designation would be equivocal. Instead of this, we have 
the junction-stars of only two asterisms containing more than one star, 
namely Abhijit aitd Qatabhishaj, described by their superior brilliancy, 
while that of the former is not less capable of being pointed out by its 
position than are any of the others in the series; Again, there are cases 
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in which it is questionable which star is meant to be pointed out in a 
group of which the constitution is not doubtful, owing to the very near 
correspondence of more than one star with the position as defined. And 
once more, where, in a single instance, a special effort has apparently 
been made to fix the position of the junction-star beyond all doubt or 
cavil, tj>e result is a failure ; for it still remains a matter of dispute how 
the description is to be understood, and which member of the group is 
intended. The case referred to is that of Hasta, which occupies nearly 
all of verse 17. That Colebrooke was not satisfied as to the meaning of 
the description is clear from the fact that he specifies, as the star referred 
to, “y or S Corvi.” His translation of the verse, “ 2nd W. of 1st N. W.”, 
conveys to us no intelligible meaning whatever, as applied to the actual 
group. He evidently understood papcimotiarat&rdyd as a single word, 
standing by euphony for -tdrdyas, ablative of -tdrd. Onr own render- 
ing supposes it divided into the two independent words papcimotta- 
ratdrd yd, or the three pagcimd uttaratard, yd. This interpretation is, in 
the first place, supported by the corresponding passage in the Qakalya- 
Sanhita, which reads, “ of Hasta, the north-western (vayavi) : it is also 
the second western.” Again, it applies without difficulty to one of the 
stars in the group, namely to y, which we think most likely to be the 
one pointed out — and mainly, because either of the others would admit 
of being more simply and briefly designated, S as the northern, ft as the 
eastern, a as the southern, and £ as the western star. W e should, then, 
regard the description as unambiguous, were it not for what is farther 
added, “ being the second situated westward for y is the first or most 
westerly of the five in longitude, and the third in right ascension, while 
the second in longitude and in right ascension respectively are the two 
faint stars s and a. We confess that we do not see how the difficulty is 
to be solved without some emendation of the text. 

We conceive ourselves to be justified, then, in regarding this passage 
as of doubtful authenticity and inferior authority: as already partaking, 
in short, of that ignorance and carelessness which has rendered the 
Hindu astronomers unable, at any time during the past thousand years, 
to point out in the heavens the complete series of the groups of stars 
composing their system of asterisms. None of the other authorities 
accessible to us gives a description of the relative places of the junction- 
stars, excepting the Qhkalya-Sanhita, and our manuscript of its text is 
so defective and corrupt at this point that we are able to derive from it 
with confidence the positions of only about a third of the stars. So 
far, it accords with the Surya-Siddhftnta, save that it points out as the 
junction-star of Purva-Ashadha the brightest, instead of the northern- 
most, member of the group ; and here there is a difference in the mode of 
designation only, and not a disagreement as regards the star designated. 

20. Situated five degrees eastward from Brahmahrdaya is Pra- 
japati : it is at the end of Taurus, and thirty-eight degrees north. 

21. Apamvatsa is five degrees north from Citra: somewhat 
greater than it, as also six degrees to the north of it, is Apas. 

The three stars whose positions are defined in this passage are not 
mentioned in the Qhkalya-SanhitA, nor in the Siddhanta-Qiromani and 
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(according to Colebrooke) the Brahma-Siddlianta ; only the latter of 
them, Apas, is omitted by the Graha-Laghava, being noticed in the 
Surya-Siddlihnta alone. It may fairly be questioned, for the reason re- 
marked above, whether the original text of our treatise itself contained 
the last two verses of this chapter : moreover, at the end of the next 
chapter (ix. 18), where those stars are spoken of which never set heli- 
acally, on account of their high northern situation, Prajapati is not 
mentioned among them, as it ought to be, if its position had beeu pre- 
viously stated in the treatise. Still farther on (xiii. 9), in the descrip- 
tion of the armillary sphere, it is referred to by the name of Brahma, 
which, according to the commentary on this passage, and to Colebrooke, 
it also customarily bears. Perhaps another evidence of the unauthen- 
ticity of the^passage is to be seen in the fact that the two definitions- of 
the polar longitude of Prajapati do not, if taken in connection with verse 
11, appear to agree with one another: a star which is 5° east from the 
position of Brahmahrdaya, as there stated, is not “ at the end of Taurus,” 
but at its twenty-seventh degree : this may, however, be merely an inac- 
curate expression, intended to mean that the star is in the latter part, or 
near the end, of Taurus. The Graha-Laghava, which defines the posi- 
tions of all these stars directly, by degrees of polar longitude and lati- 
tude, and not by reference either to the signs or to other stars, gives Pra- 
japati 61° of polar longitude, or 5° more than it assigned to Brahmahr- 
daya : it also adds 1° to the polar latitude as stated in our text. The 
star referred to can hardly be any other than that in the head of the 
Wagoner, or 5 Auriga (4) : 

Praj&pati .... 67° n' . ... 36° 49 ' IT. 

S Aurigse .... 69° 54' • • - • 3o° 49 ' N. 

The error of latitude is about the same with that which w r as commit- 
ted with reference to Brahmahrdaya, or Capella. Why so faint and in- 
conspicuous a star should be found among the few of which the Hindu 
astronomers have taken particular notice is not easy to discover. 

The position of the star named Apamvatsa, “Waters’ Child,” is de- 
scribed in our text by reference to CitrA, or Spica Virginis : it is said to 
be in the same longitude, 180°, and 5° farther north; and this, since 
CitrA itself is in lat. 2° S., would make the latitude of Aphmvatsa 3° N. 
The Graha-Laghava gives it this latitude directly, and also makes its lon- 
gitude agree with that of Spica, which, as already noticed, it places at 
the distance of 183° from the origin of the sphere. Apas, “ Waters” 
(the commentary, however, treats the word as a singular masculine, Apa), 
is put 6° north of Ap&mvatsa, or in lat. 9° N. It is identified by Cole- 
brooke with d Virginis (3), and doubtless correctly : 

Apas 176° 23' .... 8° i5' IT. 

5 Virginis .... 171 0 28 ' .... 8° 38' IT. 

Colebrooke pronounces Apamvatsa to comprise “ the nebulous stars 
marked b 1, 2, 3” in Virgo. We can find, however, no such stars upon 
any map, or in any catalogue, accessible to us, and hence presume that 
Colebrooke must havo been misled here by some error of the authority 
on which he relied. There is, on the other hand, a star, & Virginis (4), 
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situated directly between Spies and 8, and at such a distance from each 
as shows almost beyond question that it is the star intended : 

Apamvatsa .... 178° 48 ' . . . . 2 0 45 ' N. 

. $ Virginia .... 178° 12' .... i° 45 ' N. 

It is not less difficult in this than in the former case to account for the 
selection of these stars, among the hundreds equalling or excelling them 
in brilliancy, as objects of special attention to the astronomical observers 
of ancient India. Perhaps we have here only the scattered and discon- 
nected fragments of a more complete and shapely system of stellar as- 
tronomy, which flourished in India before the scientific reconstruction of 
the Hindu astronomy transferred the field of labor of the astronomer 
from the sides to his text-books and his tables of calculation. 

The annexed table gives a comparative view of the positions of the 
seven stars spoken of in this and a preceding passage (vv. 10-12) as 
defined by our text and as determined by modem observers : 

Positions of certain Fixed Stars. 


Star compared. 



90 

Mrgavy&dha, ] 80 
52 


Brahmahrdaya, 


The gross errors in the determinations of position of these stars give 
us a yet lower idea of the character of Hindu observations than we 
derived from our examination of the junction-stars of the asterisms. 

The essay of Colebrooke in the ninth volume of the Asiatic Re- 
searches, to which we have already so often referred, gives farther infor- 
mation of much interest respecting such matters connected with the Hindu 
astronomy of the fixed stars as are passed without notice in our treatise. 
He states the rules laid down by different authorities for calculating the 
time of heliacal rising of Agastya, or Canopus, upon which depends the 
performance of certain religious ceremonies. He also presents a view of 
the Hindu doctrine of the Seven Sages, or rshis, by which name are 
known the bright stars in Ursa Major forming the well-known constella- 
tion of the Wain, or Dipper. To these stars the ancient astronomers of 
India, and many of the modern upon their authority, have attributed an 
independent motion about the pole of the heavens, at the rate of 8' yearly, 
or of a complete revolution in 2700 years. The Surya-Siddhanta alludes 
in a later passage (xiii. 9) to the Seven Sages, but it evidently is to be 
understood as rejecting the theory of their proper motion, which is also 
ignored by the Siddhanta-Qiromani. That so absurd a dogma should 
have originated and gained a general currency in India, and that it should 
still maintain itself in many of the astronomical text-books, is, however, 
too striking and significant a circumstance to be left out of sight in esti- 
mating the character of the ancient and native Hindu astronomy. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OF HELIACAL RISINGS AND SETTINGS. 

Contents:— l, subject of the chapter; 2-3, under what circumstances, and at which 
horizon, the planets rise and set heliacally ; 4-5, method of calculating their dis- 
tances in oblique ascension from the sun ; 6-9, distances from the sun at which 
they disappear and re-appear ; 10-11, how to find the time of heliacal setting or 
rising, past or to come ; 12-15, distances from the sun at which the asterisms and 
fixed stars disappear and re appear; 16 -17, mode of determining their times of 
rising and setting ; 18, what asterisms and stars never set heliacally. 

1. Now is set forth the knowledge of the risings (udaya) and 
settings ( astamaya ) of the heavenly bodies of inferior brilliancy, 
whose orbs are overwhelmed by the rays of the sun. 

The terms used for the heliacal settings and risings of the heavenly 
bodies, or their disappearance in the sun’s neighborhood and their return 
to visibility, are precisely the same with those employed to denote their 
rising (udaya) and setting ( asla , astamaya , aslamana) above and below 
the horizon. The title of the chapter, udayast&dhikara, is literally 
translated in our heading. 

2. Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn, when their longitude is greater 
than that of the sun, go to their setting in the west; when.it is 
less, to their rising in the east : so likewise Venus and Mercury, 
when retrograding. 

3. The moon, Mercury, and Venus, having a swifter motion, 
go to their setting in the east when of less longitude than the 
sun ; when of greater, to their rising in the west. 

These specifications are of obvious meaning and evident correctness. 
The planets which have a slower motion than the sun, and so are over- 
taken by him, make their last appearance in the west, after sunset, and 
emerge again into visibility in the east, before sunrise : of those which 
move more rapidly than the sun, the contrary is true : Venus and Mer- 
cury belong to either class, according as their apparent motion is retro- 
grade or direct. 

4. Calculate the longitudes of the sun and of the planet — in . 
the west, for the time of sunset ; in the east, for that of sunrise — 
and then make also the calculation of apparent longitude ( drJckar - 
man) of the planet. 

5. Then the ascensional equivalent, in respirations, of the in- 
terval between the two ” " - 7 r~1 r * '. will give, when divid- 
ed by sixty, the degrees ' * . . ■ , t , ; or, in the west, the 

ascensional equivalent, in respirations, of the interval between 
the two when increased each by six signs. 

Whether a planet will or will not be visible in the west after snnset, 
or in the east before sunrise, is in this treatise made to depend solely 
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upon the interval of time by which its setting follows, or its rising pre- 
cedes, that of the sun, or upon its distance from the sun in oblique 
ascension ; to the neglect of those other circumstances — as the declina- 
tion of the two bodies, and the distance and direction of the planet 
from the ecliptic — which variously modify the limit of visibility as thus 
defined. The ascertainment of the distance in oblique ascension, then, 
is the object of the rules given in these verses. In explaining the 
method of the process, we will consider first the case of a calculation 
made for the eastern horizon. The time of sunrise having been deter- 
mined, the true longitudes and rates of motion of the sun and the planet 
in question are found for that moment, as also the latitude of the planet. 
Owing to the letter’s removal in latitude from the ecliptic, it will not 
pass the horizon at the same moment with the point of the ecliptic 
which determines its longitude, and the point with which it does actu- 
ally rise must be found by a separate process. This is accomplished 
by calculating the apparent longitude of the planet, according to the 
method taught in the seventh chapter. There is nothing in the lan- 
guage of the text which indicates that the calculation is not to be made 
in full, as there prescribed, and for the given moment of sunrise : as so 
conducted, however, it would evidently yield an erroneous result ; for, 
the planet being above the horizon, the point of the ecliptic to which 
it is then referred by a circle through the north and south points of the 
horizon is not the one to which it was referred by the horizon itself at 
the moment of its own rising. The commentary removes this difficulty, 
by specifying that the akshadrkkarman, or that part of the process 
which gives the correction for latitude, is to be performed “only as 
taught in the first half-verse” — that is, according to the former part of 
vii. 8, which contains the rule for determining the amount of the correc- 
tion at the horizon — omitting the after process, by which its value is 
made to correspond to the altitude of the planet at the given time. 
Having thus ascertained the points of the ecliptic which rise with the 
£ sun and with the planet respectively, the corresponding equatorial inter- 
val, or the distance of the planets in oblique ascension, is found by a 
rule already given (iii. 50). The result is expressed in respirations of 
sidereal time, which are equivalent to minutes of the equator (see above, 
j. 11-12); they are reduced to degrees by dividing by sixty: and the 
degrees thus found receive the technical name of “time-degrees” 
(ical&nf&s, kalabhapas) ; they are also called below “degrees of setting” 
( asianf&s ), and “ degrees of visibility” (drey An fas). 

' If the planet for which the calculation is made has greater longitude 
than the sun, the process, being adapted to the time of sunset, and to the 
western horizon, requires a slight modification, owing to the fact that the 
equivalents of the signs in oblique ascension (iii. 42-45) are given only 
as measured at the eastern horizon. Since 180 degrees of the ecliptic 
are always above the horizon, any given point of the ecliptic will set at 
the same moment that another 180® distant from it rises; by adding, 
then, six signs to the calculated positions of the sun and the planet, and 
ascertaining, by iii. 50, the ascensional difference of the two points so 
found, the interval between the setting of the sun and that of the planet 
will be determined. 
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Before going on to explain how, from the result thus obtained, the 
time of the planet’s disappearance or re-appearance may be derived, the 
text defines the distances from the sun, in oblique ascension or “ degrees 
of time,” at which each planet is visible. 

6. The degrees of setting ( astangds ) are, for Jupiter, eleven ; 
for Saturn, fifteen ; for Mars, moreover, they are seventeen : 

7. Of Yenus, the setting in the west and the rising in the east 
take place, by reason of her greatness, at eight degrees ; the 
setting in the east and the rising in the west occur, owing to her 
inferior size, at ten degrees : 

8. So also Mercury makes his setting and rising at a distance 
from the sun of twelve or fourteen degrees, according as he is 
retrograding or rapidly advancing. 

9. At distances, in degrees of time ( kalahkagas ), greater than 
these, the planets become visible to men ; at less distances they 
become invisible, their forms being swallowed up ( grasta ) by the 
brightness of the sun. 

The moon, it will be noticed, is omitted here ; her heliacal rising aud 
setting are treated of at the beginning of the next following chapter. 

In the case of Mercury and Y enus, the limit of visibility is at a greater 
or less distance from the sun according as the planet is approaching its 
inferior or superior conjunction, the diminution of the illuminated por- 
tion of the disk being more than compensated by the enlargement of 
the disk itself when seen so much nearer to the earth. ' 

Ptolemy treats, in the last three chapters (xiii. 7-9) of his work, of 
the disappearance and reappearance of the planets in the neighborhood 
of the sun, and defines the limits of visibility of each planet when in 
the sign Cancer, or where the equator and ecliptic are nearly parallel. 
His limits are considerably different from those defined in our text, being, 
for Saturn, 14° ; for Jupiter, 12° 45' ; for Mars, 14° 30' ; for Venus and 
Mercury, in the west, 5° 40' and 11° 30' respectively. 

10. The difference, in minutes, between the numbers thus sta- 
ted and the planet’s degrees of time ( Ical&ncas ), when divided by 
the difference of daily motions — or, if the planet be retrograding, 
by the sum of daily motions — gives a result which is the time, in 
days etc. 

11. The daily motions, multiplied by the corresponding ascen- 
sional equivalents ( tallagnasavas ), and divided by eighteen hun- 
dred, give the daily motions in time ( Mlagati ) ; by means of these 
is found the distance, in days etc., of the time past or to come. 

Of these two verses, the second prescribes so essential a modification 
of the process taught in the first, that their arrangement might have 
been more properly reversed. If we have ascertained, by the previous 
rules, the distance of a planet in oblique ascension from the sun, and if 
we know the distance in oblique ascension at which it will disappear or 
re-appear, the interval between the given moment and that at which dis- 
appearance or re-appearance will take place may be readily found by 
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dividing by the rate of approach or separation of the two bodies the dif- 
ference between their actual distance and that of apparition and dispari- 
tion : but the divisor must, of course, be the rate of approach in oblique 
ascension, and not in longitude. The former is derived from the latter 
by the following proportion : as a sign of the ecliptic, or 1800', is to its 
equivalent in oblique ascension, as found by iiL 42-45, so is the arc of 
the ecliptic traversed by each planet in a day to the equatorial equiva- 
lent of that arc. The daily rates of motion in oblique ascension thus 
ascertained are styled the “ time-motions” ( kalagati ), as being commen- 
surate with the “ time-degrees” ( Mlangas ). 

12. Svati, Agastya, Mrgavyadha, Citra, Jveshtha, Punarvasu, 
Abliijit, and Brahmahrdaya rise and set at thirteen degrees. 

13. Hasta, Qravana, the Phalgunis, Qravishtha, Rohim, and 
Magha become visible at fourteen degrees ; also Yigakha and 
Agvini. 

14. Krttika, AnuradM ( mditra ), and Mula, and likewise Agle- 
sha and Ardra ( raudrarksha ), are seen at fifteen degrees; so, too, 
the pair of Ashadhas. 

15. Bharani^ Pushy a, and Mrgagirsha, owing to their faintness, 
are seen at twenty-one degrees ; the rest of the asterisms become 
visible and invisible at seventeen degrees. 

These are specifications of the distances from the sun in oblique as- 
cension ( k&lancas ) at which the asterisms, and those other of the fixed 
stare whose positions were defined in the preceding chapter, make their 
heliacal risings and settings. The asterisms we are doubtless to regard 
as represented by their junction-stars (yogatara). The classification 
here made of the stars in question, according to their comparative mag- 
nitude and brilliancy, is in many points a very strange and unaccount- 
able one, and by no means calculated to give us a high idea of the 
intelligence and care of those by whom it was drawn up. The first 
class, comprising such as are visible at a distance of 13° from the sun, 
is, indeed, almost wholly composed of stars of the first magnitude; one 
only, Punarvasu (j? Geminorum), being of the first to second, and hav- 
ing for its fellow one of the first (a Geminorum). But the second 
class, that of the stars visible at 14°, also contains four which are of the 
first magnitude, or the first to second ; namely, Aldebaran (Roliini), 
Regulus (Magha), Deneb or (? Leonis (Uttara-Pbalguni), and Atair or 
“ Aqnilse ((jlravana) ; and, along with these, one of the second to third 
magnitude, 5 Leonis (Purva-Phalguni), three of the third, and one, 
* Libr* (Vigakha), of the fourth. In this last case, however, it might 
be possible to regard a Librae, of the second magnitude, as the star 
which is made to determine the visibility of the asterism. Among 
the stars of the third class, again, which are visible at 15°, is one, 
a Orionis (Ardra), which, though a variable star, does not fall below 
the first to second magnitude ; while with it are found ranked six stars 
of the third magnitude, or of the third to fourth. The class of those 
which are visible at 17°, and which are left unspecified, contains two 
stars of the fourth magnitude, but also two of the second, one of which, 
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a Andromedse or y Pegasi ( U ttar a- Bh a d rapada), is mentioned below 
(v. 18) among those which are never obscured by the too near approach 
of the sun. The stars forming the class which are not to be seen 
within 21° of the sun are all of the fourth magnitude, but they are no 
less distinctly visible than two of those in the preceding class ; and in- 
deed, Bharani is palpably more so, since it contains a star of the third 
magnitude, which is perhaps (see above) to be regarded as its junction- 
star. Since Agni, Brahma. Apamvatsa, and Apas are not specially men- 
tioned, it is to be assumed that they all belong in the class of those 
visible at 17°, and they are so treated by the commentator : the first of 
them (3 Tauri) is a star of the second magnitude ; for the rest, see the 
last note to the preceding chapter. 

Some of the apparent anomalies of this classification are mitigated or 
removed by making due allowance for the various circumstances by 
which, apart from its absolute brilliancy, the visibility of a star in the 
sun’s neighborhood is favored or the contrary — such as its distance and 
direction from the equator and ecliptic, and the part of the ecliptic in 
which the sun is situated during its disappearance. Many of them, 
however, do not admit of such explanation, and we cannot avoid regard- 
ing the whole scheme of classification as one not founded on careful 
and long-continued observation, but hastily and roughly drawn up in 
the beginning, and perhaps corrupted later by unintelligent imitators 
and copyists. 

16. The degrees of visibility (drgyartgd-s), if multiplied by 
eighteen hundred and divided by the corresponding ascensional 
equivalent ( udayasavas ), give, as a result, the corresponding de- 
grees on the ecliptic ( kshelrang&s ) ; by means of them, likewise, 
the time of visibility and of invisibility may be ascertained. 

This verse belongs, in the natural order of sequence, not after the pas- 
sage next preceding, with which it has no special connection, but after 
verse 11. Instead of reducing, as taught in that verse, the motions up- 
on the ecliptic to motions in oblique ascension, the “ degrees of time” 
( kal&nfas ) may themselves be reduced to their equivalent upon the cor- 
responding part of the ecliptic, and then the time of disappearance or 
of re-appearance calculated as before, using as a divisor the sum or dif- 
ference of daily motions along the ecliptic. The proportion by which 
the reduction is made is the converse of that before given ; namely, as 
the ascensional equivalent of the sign in which are the sun and the 
planet is to that sign itself, or 1 800', so are the “ degrees of visibility” 
(drgycinfds, or kaldnfas) of the planet to the equivalent distance upon 
that part of the ecliptic in which it is then situated. The technical 
name given to the result of the proportion is /cshetranpas : hshelra is lit- 
erally “ field, territory,” and the meaning of the compound mav be thus 
paraphrased : “ the limit of visibility, in degrees, measured upon that 
part of the ecliptic which is, at the time, the territory occupied by the 
planets in question, or their proper sphere.” 

17. Their rising takes place in the east, and their setting in 
the west; the calculation of their apparent longitude ( drkharman ) 
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ls to be made according to previous rules ; the ascertainment of 
the time, in days etc., is always by the daily motion of the sun 
alone. 

This verse should follow immediately after verse 15, to which it at- 
taches itself in the closest manner. Tmr dislocation of arrangement in 
the latter part of this chapter is quite striking, and is calculated to sug- 
gest a suspicion of interpolations. 

The directions given in the verse require no explanation : they are 
just such an adaptation of the processes already prescribed to the case 
of the fixed stars as that made in verse 14 of the last chapter. The 
commentary points out again that the calculation of the correction for 
latitude ( akshadr&karman ) is to be made only for the horizon, or as 
stated in the first halt-verse of the rule. 

18. Abhijit, Brahmahrdaya, Svati, Cravana (v&ishnava), Qra- 
vishtha ( vdsava ), and Uttara-Bhadrapada ( ahirbudhnya ), owing to 
their northern situation, are not extinguished by the sun’s rays. 

It may seem that it would have been a more orderly proceeding to 
omit the stars here mentioned from the specifications of verses 12-15 
above ; but there is, at least, no inconsistency or inaccuracy in the double 
statement of the text, since some of the stars may never attain that dis- 
tance in oblique ascension from the sun which is there pointed out as 
their limit of visibility. We have not thought it worth the trouble to 
go through with the calculations, and ascertain whether, according to 
the data and methods of this treatise, these six stars, and these alone, 
of those which the treatise notices, would never become invisible at 
Ujjayini. It is evident, however, as has already been noticed above 
(viii. 20-21), that the star called Brahma or Prajkpati (<5 Aurigse) is not 
here taken into account, since it is 8° north of Brahmahrdaya, and con- 
sequently can not become invisible where the latter does not. 


4 

CHAPTER X. 

OF THE MOON’S RISING AND SETTING, AND OF THE ELEVATION 
OF HER CUSPS. 

Coinwrrs 1, of the heliacal rising and setting of the moon ; 2-5, how to find the 
interval from sunset to the setting or rising of the moon ; 6-8, method of deter- 
mining the moon’s relative altitude and distance from the sun at sunset ; 9, to as- 
certain the measure of the illuminated part of her disk ; 10-14, method of delin- 
eating the moon’s appearance at sunset; 15, how to make the same calculation 
and delineation for sunrise. 

1. The calculation of the Heliacal rising ( udaya ) and setting 
(asta) of the moon, too, is to be made by the rules already given. 
At twelve degrees’ distance from the sun she becomes visible in 
the west, or invisible in the east 
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In determining the time of the moon’s disappearance in the neighbor- 
hood of the sun, or of her emergence into visibility again beyond the 
sphere of his rays, no new rules are required; the same methods being 
employed as were made use of in ascertaining the time of heliacal set- 
ting and rising of the other planets : they were stated in the preceding 
chapter. The definition of the moon’s limit of visibility would have 
been equally in order in the other chapter, but is deferred to this in 
order that the several processes in which the moon is Concerned may 
be brought together. The title of the chapter, grngonnatyadhikara, 

“ chapter of the elevation of the moon’s cusps” ( prnga , literally “ horn”), 
properly applies only to that part of it which follows the fifth verse. 

The degrees spoken of in this verse are, of course, “ degrees of time” 

( [Mlang&s ), or in oblique ascension. 

2. Add six signs to the longitudes of the sun and moon re- 
spectively, and find, as in former processes, the ascensional equiv- 
alent, in respirations, of their interval ( lagnantarasavas ) : if the 
sun and moon be in the same sign, ascertain their interval in 
minutes. 

3. Multiply the daily motions of the sun and moon by the re- 
sult, in nadis, and divide by sixty ; add to the longitude of each 
the correction for its motion, thus found, and find anew their in- 
terval, in respirations ; 

4. And so on, until the interval, in respirations, of the sun 
and moon is fixed : by so many respirations does the moon, in 
the light half-month (gukla), go to her setting after the sun. 

5. Add half a revolution to the sun’s longitude, and calculate 9' 
the corresponding interval, iir respirations : by so many respira- 
tions does the moon, in the dark half-month < [krshnapaksha ), come 

to her rising after sunset. 

The question here sought to be solved is, how long after sunset upon 
any given day will take place the setting of the moon in the crescent 
half-month, or from new to full moon, and the rising of the moon in 
the waning half-month, or from full to new moon. The general process 
is the same with that taught in the last chapter, for obtaining a like 
result as regards the other planets or fixed stars : we ascertain, by the 
rules of the seventh chapter — applying the correction for the latitude 
according to its value at the horizon, as determined by the first part of 
vii. 8 — the point of the ecliptic which sets with the moon ; an#then the 
distance in oblique ascension between this and the point at which the 
sun set will measure the required interval of time. An additional cor- 
rection, however, needs to be applied to the result of this process in the 
case of the moon, owing to her rapid motion, and her consequent per- 
ceptible change of place between the time of sunset and that of her own 
setting or rising : this is done by calculating the amount of her motion 
during the interval as first determined, and adding its equivalent in ob- 
lique ascension to that interval ; then calculating her motion anew for 
the increased interval and adding its ascensional equivalent — and so on, 
until the desired degree of accuracy is attained. 
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The process thus explained, bdwever,is not precisely 1 that which is 
prescribed in the text. We are there directed to calculate the amount 
of motion both of the sun and moon during the interval between the 
setting of the son and that of the moon, and, having applied them to 
the longitudes of the two bodies, to take the ascensional equivalent of 
the distance betwieen them in longitude, as thus doubly corrected, for 
the precise time of the setting of the moon after sunset. In one point 
of view this is false and absurd ; for when the sun has once passed the 
horizon, the interval to the setting of the moon will be affected only by 
her motion, and not at all by his. Iri another fight, the process does hot 
lack reason : the allowance, for the snn’s motion is equivalent to a reduc- 
- lion of the interval from siderfed (nh**«ai^«l) 'ihhfe *to t ewff,' i or'true solar 
^s&iram) time, hr from respirations whioh arc-thirty^six-huridrotbs of the 
dearth’s revolution on its axis to such hs ura dike parts' of the time from 
actual sunrise to actual sunrise. But such a mode of measuring time is 
unknown elsewhere in this treatise, which defines (i. ljL-12) and employs 
sidpreal time alone, adding (ii. 59) to the sixty hadi^ whicfi constitute a 
sidereal day so much sidereal time as is needed to make oqt the length 
of a day that is reckoned by any other method. It sterns necessary, 
then, either to suppose a notable blunder in this passage,"or to recognize 
to it such a departure from tbe usual methods of the treatise as w ould 
^. c a . n i nter P°lation. Probably the latter is tbe alternative to 
fie chosen : it is, at any rate, tbat whieh fhb commcntator prefers r he 
pronounces the two verses 1 -r ' - 

and ending at the middle of leiseylj.r - ’ ' 
tfie Siddhanta to comprix; only tliei 
W of verse 4; these .would form* toget] 
method and expression with versa" 
moon-rise, in the waning hail" 
cpmmentator, we are justiiiedap ' ^ 

.originally neglected, in itsproc* 

.-setting, her motion during tiio ■: 

.apd that the omission was IatejfcJv 
other treatise, which reckoned 
does not, however, explain and 

which, if it has any niowwijig h 

jndhe former part of the samcTwfee, .sun 

™°‘ 3n are ®? near ooo another as to. fie in the same sign, the discord- 
ance between distances on the ecliptic and their equivalents upon the 
equator .rifcy be neglected, and the differenp.ejpf longitude in minutes 
i • time in respi rations^. , . 

If the time is between new and full' moon, 'the object of the process is 
to obtain the interval from sunset to. the setting of the moon; as both 
lake, place at the western horizon, the two plain ts are. transferred to the 
• eastei n horizon, in order to the mcaxiremciit of their distance in ascen- 
sion : if, on the other hand, the moon has passed her full, the time of 

fT g a t V h f 6 Sim alQri ? Ls tnnwferred, by ‘tie additiofi of 
180 to his longitude, to the eastern horizon, a> taught .in ' verse 5. The 
®i n ^ lon to fie applied to. the longitude of MB planets Js fpund'hy the 
fhraihar proportion— as sixty niidis are to the given interval m nadls, so 
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is the true daily motion of the planet to its actual motion during that 
interval. 

6. Of the declinations of the sun and moon, if their direction 
be the same, take the difference ; in the contrary case, take the 
sum : the corresponding sine is to be regarded as south or north, 
according to the direction of the moon from the sun. 

7. Multiply this by the hypothenuse of the moon’s mid-day 
shadow, and, when it is north, subtract it from the sine of lati- 
tude ( aksha ) multiplied by twelve ; when it is south, add it to 
the same. 

8. The result, divided by the sine of co-latitude ( lamba ), gives 
the base ( bhuja ), in its own direction ; the gnomon is the perpen- 
dicular (koti ) ; the square root of the sum of their squares is the 
hypothenuse. 

In explaining the method of this process, we shall follow the guidance 
of the commentator, pointing out afterwards wherein he varies from 
the strict letter of the text : for illustration we refer to the accompany- 
ing figure (Fig. 32). 

The figure represents the south-western quarter of the visible sphere, 

seen, as projected upon the 
plane of the meridian ; Z being 
the zenith, Y the south point, 
WY the intersection of the 
horizontal and meridian planes, 
and W the projection of the 
west point. Let Z Q equal the 
latitude of the place of obser- 
vation, and let Q T and Q O be 
the declinations of the sun and 
moon respectively, at the given 
time : then W Q, S T, and N O 
will be the projections of the 
equator and of the diurnal cir- 
cles of the sun and moon. Sup- 
pose, now, the sun to be upon 
the horizon, at S, and the moon 
to have a certain altitude, being at M : draw from M the perpendicular 
to the plane of the horizon M L, and join MS: it is required to know 
the relation to one another of the three sides of the triangle S L M, in 
order to the delineation of the moon’s appearance when at M, or at the 
moment of sunset 

Now M L is evidently the sine of the moon’s altitude at the given 
time, which may be found by methods already more than once described 
and illustrated. And S L is composed of the two parts S N and N L, of 
which the former depends upon the distance of the moon in declination 
from the sun, and the latter upon the moon’s altitude. But SN is one 
of the sides of a right-angled triangle, in which the angle N S b is equal 
to the observer’s co-latitude, and N b to the sum of the sine of declina- 
tion of the sun, c 6 or W o, and that of the moon, N c. Hence 
roL, vi. 48 
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S!f ss (Rx «?m (rfdoe* of <£bcL)~- tin co-lat. 

In manner since, in the triangle M N L, the angles at M and N 
are respectively, equal to the observer’s latitude and co-latitude, 

tinMN L : sin LMN: : M L : ITL 
OT ein co-lat. : sin. 1st. : : sin alt : N L 

add If R ~ (sin ait. X sin lat.) -t- sin co-lat. 

aiir# thus, found the values of ML and the two parts of SL in 

tetpis of the general- sphere, or of ^jjrcle whose radius is tabular radius: 

desired farther, to ,, reduce them" terms of a circle in which M L 
sbaU equal the gnomon, or twelve digit*. And since the gnomon is 
equal to the sine of altitude in a. circle of which the hypothenuse of the 
corresponding shadow is radius (compare above, iii. 25-27 etc.), this re- 
daction, may be, effected by multiplying the quantities in question by the 
hypq.tltenusa of the shadow and dividing by radius. That is to say, rep* 
the reduced .values of S N and X L by s n and w l respectively, 
-ela ei.l .. . v Rrhyp.s&idL:-t-ML:'gtKHii. 

/aOC-.'-f R;hyp. shad. : : S IT : tn 

gfria'cm : . R: hyp. shad. :: NI : nl 

in the second and third of these proportions the val- 
v ^ fo d n d.f<>r them above, and substituting also in the 
tnira the value of the hypothenuse. of the shadow derived from the first, 
we have ' ■» 


R X Sum tin decL 


tin co-lat. 


m 
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: Bypi. shai : ; ' 
which reduce to 

tn— h 7P- g had, x sum sin decl. 

sin co-lat. 1 

Hence, if the perpendicular M L be assumed of the constant value of the 
gnomon, or twelve digits, we have 

ST. ( h yP- *h a d- X sum sin decl) -{- (sin lat. X Room.) 

- 'a t . ~ 


.. Bud R : Bx gnam - ; ; sin a 't- X sin lat. 

smalt sin co-lat. 


and „,- 8in lat.xgnom. 

sin co-lat. 


fn the case thus far considered the st^Fund moon have been supposed 
upon opposite sides of the equator. If they are upon the same side 
the sun setting at S', or if their sines of declination, S 'd and N c. are of 
ttm same direction, the value of S' N, the corresponding part of the 
base b L, wdl be found by treating in the same manner as before the 
difference of the sines, S'e instead of their sum. In this case, too, the 
value of S e being north, S N will have to be subtracted from N L to 
give the base S L. Other positions of the two luminaries with respect 
to one another are supposable, but those which we have taken are suffi- 
cient to illustrate all the conditions of the problem, and the method of 
its solution. 

It is evident that, in two points, the process as thus explained by the 
commentator is discordant with that which the text prescribes. ' Tho 
latter, in the first place, tells us to take, not the sum or difference of the 
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sines of declination, bnt the sine of the sum or difference of declinations, 
as the side b N of the triangle S N b. This seems to be a mere inaccu- 
racy on the part of the text, the difference between the two quantities, 
which could never be of any great amount, bfljng neglected : it is, how- 
ever, very hard to see why the less accurate ajpthe two valuations of the 
quantity in qnestion should have been selected by the text ; for it is, if 
anything, rather less easy of d> termination than the other. The other 
discordance is one of much n;o:v :i ir.-l importance : the text 
speaks of the “hypothenuse of ilic moon's mid day shadow” ( madhy&h - 
nenduprabh&karna), for which the commentary substitutes that of the 
shadow east by the moon at the given moment of sunset. - The com- 
mentator attempts to reconeile the discrepancy by -saying that the text 
means here the moon’s shadow as calculated after the method of a noon- 
shadow ; or again, that the time of sunset is, in effect, the middle of the 
day, since the civil day is reckoned from sunrise to sunrise : but neither 
of these explanations can be regarded as satisfactory. The commenta- 
tor farther urges in support of his understanding of the term, that we 
are- expressly taught above (vii. 11) that the calculation of apparent 
longitude (drkkarman) is to be made in the process for finding the ele- 
vation of the moon’s cusps ; while, if the hypothenuse of the moon’s 
meridian-shadow be the one found, there arises no occasion for making 
that calculation. It seems clear that, unless the commentator’s under? 
standing of the true scope and method of the whole process be errone- 
ous, the substitution which be makes most necessarily be admitted. This 
is a point to which we shall recur later. 

9. The number of minutes in the longitude of the moon di- 
minished by that of the sun gives, when divided by nine hun- 
dred, her illuminated part (qukla ) : this, multiplied by the num- 
ber of digits (angula) of the moon’s disk, and divided by twelve, 
gives the same corrected (sphuta). 

. The rule laid down in this verse, for determining the measure of the 
illuminated part of the moon, applies only to the time between new, 
moon and full moon, when the moon is jess than 180° from the sun: 
when her excess of longitude is more than 1 80°, the rule is to be ap- 
plied as stated below, in verse 15. As the whole diameter of the moon 
is illuminated when she is half a revolution from the sun, Onehalf 
her diameter at a quarter of a revolution’s distance, and no part of it at 
the time of conjunction, it is assumed that the illuminated portion of her 
diameter will vary as the part of 180° by which she is distant from the, 
sun; and hence that, assuming the measure of the diameter of her 
disk to be twelve digits, the number of digits illuminated may be found 
by the following proportion: as half a revolution, or 10,S0O', is to 
twelve digits, so is the moon’s distance Frorh the sun in minrttes to the 
corresponding part of the diameter illuminated : the substitution, in- the 
first ratio, of 900 : 1 for 10,800 : 12, gives the rule as stated in the text.’ 
Here, it will be noticed, we have for the first and only time the Greek 
method of measuring the moon’s diameter, by equal twelfths, or digits: 
from this scale a farther reduction is made to the proper Hindu scale, as 
determined by the methods of the fourth chapter (see above, it; 2-3, 2-6), 
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by another propdrtion : as twelve is to the true diameter in digits, so is 
the result already found to the true measure of the part of the diameter 
illuminated. ■ - . 

It is not to be wonder^ at that the Hindus did not. recognize the el- 
lipticity of the line formwpthe inner boundary of the.J&mpV* illomina- 
tedpart: it is more strange that they ignored <?^>viona that, 


while the illuminated portion of the moon 1 


./Wnfeeei 


ivUpll 

the earth varies very nearly as lier distiaice < 

breadth of the brigfit part of her disk, Seen pro- 
jected, must vary rather as the versed \ 

r,10. Fix a point, calling it the suiii .fh>nDt^|iat lay off A* base, 
in its own proper direction ; then the perpendicular, toward the 
west ; and also the hypothenuse, passing through the extremity 
df the perpendicular and the central point. 

Hlfl. From the point of intersection of the perpendicular and 
the hypothenuse describe the moon’s disk, according to its di- 
mensions at the given time. Then, by means of the hypothe- 
sise, first make a determination of directions; 

; 1^2. And lay off upon the hypothenuse, from the point of its 
intersection with the disk, in an inward direction, the measure of 
the illuminated part ; between the limit of the illuminated part 
and the north and south points draw two fish-figures ( mdtsya ) ; 
ml3. From the point of intersection of the lines passing through 
their midst describe an arc touching the three points : as the disk 
already drawn appears, such is the moon upon that day. 

«-=T4. After making a determination of directions by means of 
the perpendicular, point out the elevated (unnata) cusp at the 
extremity of the cross-line : having made the perpendicular 
(koti) to be erect {unnata), that is the appearance of the moon. 

15. In the dark half-month subtract the longitude of the sun 
increased by six signs from that of the moon, and calculate, in 
the same manner as before, her dark part. In this case lay off 
. the base in a reverse direction, and the circle of the moon on the 
west. 


Having made the calculations prescribed in the preceding passages, 
we are now to project their results, and to exhibit a representation of 
the moon as she will appear at the given time. The annexed figure 
(Fig. 33) will illustrate the method of the projection. 

We first fix upon a point, as S, which shall represent the position of 
the gun’s eentre upon the western horizon at the moment of sunset, and 
■ We determine, in the manner taught at the beginning of the third chap- 
ter, the lines of cardinal direction of which it is the centre. From this 
point we then lay off the base ( bkuja ) S L, according to its value in dig- 
its as ascertained by the previous process, and northward or southward, 
according to its true direction as determined by the same process. From 
L, its extremity, is laid off the perpendicular {Jeoti), which has the fixed 
value of twelve digits. This, being a fine perpendicular to the plane of 
the horizon, may be regarded as having no proper direction of its own 



x. 15.] 


SuryorSiddhu n ta. 


377 . 


Fig. S3. 


upon the surface of projection: but the text directs us to lay it off west- 
ward from L, apparently in order that 
the observer, standing upon the east- 
ern side of his base S L, and looking 
i westward toward the setting sun, 

N , may have his figure duly before him. 

J The western extremity of the perpen- 

dicular, M, represents the moon’s 
' ' -- place, and from that as a centre, and 

with a radius equal to the semi-diam- 
eter of the moon in digits, as ascer- 
tained by calculation for the given 
moment, a circle is described, repre- 
■ ,.j. sentmg the moon’s disk. Next we 

are to prolong the hypothenuse, S M, to e, and to draw, by the usual 
means, the line s n at right angles to it : the directions upon the disk 
thus determined by the hypothenuse, as the text phrases it, are called by 
the commentary “ moon-directions” ( eandradifas ). The sun being at S, 
the illuminated half of the moon’s circumference will be * w n, the cusps 
will be at * and n, and w will be the extremity of the diameter of great- 
est illumination. From w , then, lay off upon the hypothenuse an amount, 
« x, equal to the measure in digits of the illuminated part of the diam- 
eter, and through t, x, and n describe an arc of a circle, in the manner 
already more than once explained (see above, vi. 14-16) ; the crescent 
mm will represent the amount and direction of the moon’s illumina- 
ted part at the given time. Now we once more make a determination 
of directions upon the disk according to the perpendicular LMf that is 
to say, we prolong L M to e\ and draw s' n’ at right angles to it : the 
directions thus established are styled in the commentary “ sun-directions” 
(s&ryadifas), although without obvious propriety : they might lather be 
called “ apparent directions,” or “ directions on the sphere,” since s' n' 
should represent a line parallel with the horizon, and uo’ e' one perpendicu- 
lar to it. The line s'n ' is called in the text the “ cross-line” ( tiryaksutra ), 
and whichever of the moon’s cusps is found upon that line is, we are told, to 
be regarded as the elevated ( unnata ) cusp, the other being the depressed 
one ( nata ). Whenever there is any base ( bhuja ), as S L, or whenever 
the moon and sun are not upon the same vertical line M L, there will 
take place, of course, a tilting of the moon’s disk, by which one of her 
cusps will be raised higher above the horizon than the other ; the rela- 
tive value of the base to the perpendicular will determine the amount of 
the tilting, and of the deflection of the points of direction nesw from 
n' e' s’ w'\ and the elevated cusp will always be that upon the same side 
of the perpendicular on which the base lies. What is meant by the 
latter half of verse 14 is not altogether clear. The commentator explains 
it in quite a different manner from that in which we have translated it : 
he understands koti as meaning in this instance “ cusp,” which signifi- 
cation it is by derivation well adapted to bear, and does actually receive, 
•ough not in any other passage of this treatise : and he explains the 
VCTb hriva, “having made,” by drshtvd, “having seen”: the phrase 
would then read “beholding the elevated cusp.” We cannot accept 
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this explanation as a plausible one : to us the meaning seems rather to 
be that whereas, in the projection, the perpendicular (koti) LM is drawn 
on a horizontal surface, we are, in judging of the projection as an actual 
representation of the moon’s position, to conceive of that - line as 
erected, set Sp perpendicularly; 

We have thus far only supposed a case in which the calculations are 
made for the moment of sunset, the situation of the moon being in the 
western hemisphere of the heavens. In the text, however, there is noth- 
Hig whatever to limit or determine the time of calculation, and it is evi- 
dent that the process of finding the base and perpendicular will be pre- 
cw^ly the same, -if S (Fig. 32) be takea npon the eastern horizon, and 
the triangle S L M in the eastern hemispbem.. The last verse supposes 
these to be the conditions of the problem, and lays down rules foe, de- - 
terjnini ng in such a case the amount tot illumination, and for drawinlbe 
projection. As regards the measure of the illuminated part, we a?§ to 
follow the same general method as before, only substituting for the 
moon s distance in longitude from the sun her distance from the point 
of , opposition, and regarding the result obtained as the measure of that 
part of the diameter which is obscured { asita , “black”); since, during 
tljejsraning half-month, darkness grows gradually over the moon’s face 
in the same manner as illumination had done during the crescent half- 
ajpnjh. But why the base ( bhuja ) is now to he laid off in the opposite 
to rts calculated direction, we find it very hard to see. The commenta- 
tor says it is because all the conditions of the problem are reversed by 
opr having to calculate and lay off the obscured, instead of the illumina- 
ted*, part of the moon’s disk : . but the force of this reason is not apparent. 
Tpe establishment in the projection of a point representing the position 
of the sun is, in effect, the one condition which sufficiently determines 
all the rest: if w e are to make a projection corresponding to that 
drawn m illustration of the other case, we ought, it should seem, to 
draw the base m its true direction, and, stationing the observer upon the 
western side of it* looking eastward, to lay off the perpendicular away 
from mm, toward the east ; and then to proceed as before, only measur- 
ing the obscured part of the diameter from its remoter extremity, in- 
stead of from that next the sun. This latter direction is regarded by- 
tee commentator as actually conveyed in the final clause of verse 15: he 
interprets the circle (mandate) of the moon” to mean the dark part of 
the moon s disk, or that which is to be pointed out as increasing during 
the waning halt-month, and “ on the west” to mean on the western side 
of the complete disk, which is the side now turned away from the sun 
It seems to us exceedingly questionable whether the passage fairly admits 

of this interpretation, but we have no other explanation of it to offer 

unless, indeed, it is to be looked upon as a virtual repetition of the for- 
mfer direction to Jay off th e perpendicular, which determines the posi- 
tibn of the moon’s disk, towards the west. . F 

.,- We muSt ‘! onfe .f t i lat 7 e , f eel Iess satisfied with our comprehension of 
the scope and methods of this chapter than of any that precedes itjitfe 
are disappointed at finding the result arrived at one of so indefirjfla 
character and of so little significance. The whole laborious calcullih 
seems to be made simply for the sake of delineating the appearance of 
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the moon at a given moment, and pointing oat -which of her two horns 
has the greater altitude. No determination is made of the amount of 
angular deflection, upon which any consequences, meteorological, astro- 
logical, or of any other character, could be founded ; nor is any hint 
given of the way in which the results of the process are to be turned to 
account. Moreover, while the object aimed at seems thus to be merely 
a projection, a time is selected at which the moon is not ordinarily visi- 
ble, so that she can not be seen to exhibit an accordance with her deline- 
ated appearance ! Once more, the whole process is an extremely faulty 
one : it is, in fact, only when the moon is herself at the horizon that her 
visible disk can be regarded as in the same plane with lines parallel with 
and perpendicular to the horizon, or thatrl' w' and n' s' (Fig. 33) repre- 
sent actual directions upon her face : anywhere else, the relations of the 
moon’s disk at M in the first figure (Fig. 32) and at M in the other fig- 
ure (Fig. 33) are so different that the latter cannot fairly represent the 
former. It would seem, indeed, as if the moment of the moon’s own 
setting or rising were the one for which such a calculation and projec- 
tion as this would have most significance : at that time, the disappear- 
ance or appearance of one of her horns before the other would be such 
a phenomenon as might seem to a Hindu astronomer worth the trouble 
of delineating, as a decisive proof of the accuracy of his scientific 
knowledge. We have not found it possible, however, to make the rules 
of the text apply to such a case, and the commentary is explicit in its ‘ 
definition of the time of the calculation, as sunset or sunrise alone, to 
the exclusion of any other moment But the discordance existing at 
more than one point in the chapter between the text and the commen- 
tary suggests the conjecture that the original design of the one and- the 
traditional interpretation of it represented by the other may be at vari- 
ance, and we are not without suspicions that the text may have been 
altered, so as not now fairly and accurately to represent any one consist- 
ent process. A better understanding of the general object of the calcu- 
lation and the use made of its results, and an acquaintance with the so- 
lutions of the problem presented by other astronomical treatises, might 
throw additional light upon these points ; but we are not able at present 
fully to avail ourselves of such assistance, nor is the importance of the 
subject such as to render incumbent upon us its fuller elucidation. 


CHAPTER XI. 

OF CERTAIN MALIGNANT ASPECTS OF THE SUN AND MOON. 

Contests I— 5, definition and description of the malignant aspects of the sun and 
moon, when of equal declination; 6-11, to find the longitude of the sun and 
moon when their declinations are equal ; 12—13, to ascertain the corresponding 
time ; 14-15, to determine the duration of the aspect, and the moment of its be- 
ginning and end ; 16-18, its continuance and its influences ; 19, when such an as- 
pect may occur more than once, or not at all ; 20, occurrence of the yoga of like 
name and character; 21, of unlucky points in the circle of asterisms; 22, caution 
as to these unlucky aspects and points; 23, introductory to the following chapters. 
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1. When the sun and moon are upon the same side of either 
solstice, and when, the sum of their longitudes being a circle, 
they are of equal declination, it is styled vaidhrta. 

2. When the moon and sun are upon opposite sides of either 
solstice, and their minutes of declination are the same, it is 
vyatipata, the sum of their longitudes being a half-circle. 

3. Owing to the mingling of the nets of their equal rays, the 
fire arising from the wrathfulness of their gaze, being driven on 
by the provector ( pravaha ), is originated unto the calamity of 
mortals. 

4. Since a fault (pata) at this time often causes the destruction 
of mortals, it is known as vyatipata , or, by a difference of title, 
v&idhrti. 

5. Being black, of frightful shape, bloody-eyed, big-bellied, the 
source of misfortune to all, it is produced again and again. 

Of all the chapters in the treatise, this is the one which has least in- 
terest and value. It is styled p&t&dhik&ra, “ chapter of the patas ,” and 
concerns itself with giving a description of the malignant character of 
the times when the sun and moon have equal declination, upon the same 
or opposite sides of the equator, and with laying down rules by which 
the time of occurrence of those malignant aspects may be calculated. 
The latter part alone properly falls within the province of an astronom- 
ical treatise like the present : the other would better have been left to 
works of a professedly astrological character. The term pata, applied to 
the aspects in question, means literally “fall,” and hence also either 
“fault, transgression,” or “ calamity.” We have often met with it above, 
in the sense of “ node of a planet’s orbit” ; as so used, it was probably first 
applied to the moon’s nodes, because they were the points of danger in 
her revolution, near which the sun or herself was liable to fall into the 
jaws of RS.hu (see above, iv. 6) ; and it was then transferred also, though 
without the same reason, to the nodes of the other planets. As it is 
employed in this chapter, we translate it simply “ aspect.” Why the 
time when the sun and moon are equally distant from the equator should 
be looked upon as so especially unfortunate is not easy to discover, not- 
withstanding the lucid explanation furnished in the third verse. For the 
'‘pro vector” (pravaha), the wind which carries the planets forward in 
their orbits, see above, ii. 3. When the equal declinations are of oppo- 
site direction, the aspect is denominated v&idhrta, or v&idhrti. This 
word is a secondary derivative from vidhrti, “ bolding apart, withhold- 
ing,” or from vidhrta : it has been noted above (under ii. 65) as the 
name of the last yoga ; and its use here is not discordant with that, 
since the twenty-seventh yoga also occurs when the sum of the longi- 
tudes of the sun and moon is 360°. The title of the other aspect ( p&ta ), 
which occurs when the sun and moon are equally removed from the 
equator upon the same side of it, is vyattp&ta, which may be rendered 
“ very excessive sin or calamity.” This, too, is the name of one of the 
yogas, but not of that one which occurs when the sum of longitudes of 
the sun and moon is 180°: the discordance gives occasion for the ex- 
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planation contained in verse 20, below. The specification of the text, 
that the aspects take place when the sum of longitudes equals a circle 
or a half-circle respectively, or when the two luminaries are equally dis- 
tant from either solstice, or either equinox, is not to be understood as 
exact : this would be the case if the moon had no motion in latitude ; 
but owing to that motion, the equality of declinations, which is the main 
thing, occurs at a time somewhat removed from that of equality of dis- 
tance from the equinoxes : the latter is called in the commentary rna- 
dhyapata, “ the mean occurrence of the aspect.” The terms translated 
by us “upon the same and upon the opposite sides of either solstice” 
are ekayanagata and viparUayanagata, literally “situated in the same 
and in contrary ayanas”; ayana being, as already pointed out (end of 
note to iii. 9—12), the name of the halves into which the ecliptic is 
divided by the solstices. 

6. When the longitudes of the sun and moon, being increased 
by the degrees etc. found for the coincidence of the solstice with 
its observed place, are together nearly a circle or nearly a half- 
circle, calculate the corresponding declinations. 

7. Then, if the declination of the moon, she being in an odd 
quadrant, is, when corrected by her latitude (vikskepa), greater 
than the declination of the sun, the aspect ( pata ) is already past ; 

8. If less, it is still to come : in an even quadrant, the contrary 
is the case. If the moon’s declination is to be subtracted from 
her latitude, the rules as to the quadrant are to be reversed. 

As in other processes of a similar character (see above, iv. 7-8 ; vii. 
2-6), we are supposed to have found by trial, for the starting-point of 
the present calculation, the midnight next preceding or following the 
occurrence of the aspect in question, and to have determined for that 
moment the longitudes and rates of motion of both bodies, and the 
moon’s latitude. In finding the longitudes, we are to apply the correc- 
tion for precession ; this is the meaning of the expression in verse 6, 
drktulyas&dhitdnfddi, which may be literally translated “ degrees etc. 
calculated for accordance with observed place” ; the reference is to the 
similar expression for the precession contained in iii. 11. Next the de- 
clinations are to be found, and that of the moon as corrected for her lat- 
itude. And since, in the odd quadrants — that is to say, the first and 
third, counting from the actual vernal equinox — declination is increasing, 
while in the others it is decreasing, if the declination in an odd quad- 
rant of the moon, the swifter moving body, is already greater than that 
of the sun, the time of equality of declination is evidently already past, 
and the converse. But if, on the other hand, the moon’s declination 
(using that term in its Hindu sense) is so small, and her latitude so 
great, being of opposite directions, that her actual distance from the 
equator is measured by the excess of the latter above the former, and so 
is of direction contrary to that of her declination, then, as declination 
increases, distance from the equator diminishes, or the contrary, and the 
conditions as formerly stated are reversed throughout 
vol. vi. 49 
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9. Multiply the sines of the two declinations by radius, and di- 
vide by the sine of greatest declination : the difference of the 
arcs corresponding to the results, or half that difference, is to be 
added to the moon’s longitude when the aspect ( pdta ) is to come ; 

10. And is to be subtracted from the moon’s longitude when 
the aspect is past. If the same quantity be 'multiplied by the 
sun’s motion and divided by the moon’s motion, the result is an 
equation, in minutes, which is to be applied to the sun’s place, 
in the same direction as the other to the moon’s. 

11. So also is to be applied, in the contrary direction, a like 
equation to the place of the moon’s node. This operation is to 
be repeated, until the declinations of the two bodies come to be 
the same. 

By this process are ascertained the longitudes of the sun and moon 
at the time when their declinations are equal. Its method may be briefly 
explained as follows. At the midnight assumed as the starting-point of 
the whole calculation there is found to be a certain difference in the 
two declinations : we desire to determine how far the paths of the two 
luminaries must be traced forward or backward, in order that that differ- 
ence may be removed ; and this must be effected by means of a series 
of approximations. We commence our calculation with the moon, as 
being the body of more rapid motion. By a proportion the inverse of 
that upon which the rule for deriving the declination from the longitude 
(iL 28) is founded, we ascertain at what longitude the moon would have 
the sun’s actual declination, and at what longitude she would have 
her own actual declination, as corrected by her latitude : the difference 
between the two results is a measure of the amount of motion in longi- 
tude, forward or backward, by which she would gain or lose the differ- 
ence of declination, if the sun remained stationary and her own latitude 
unchanged. Since, however, that is not the case, we are compelled to 
calculate the corresponding motion of the sun, and also the moon’s lati- 
tude in her new position ; and in order to the latter, we must correct the 
place of the node also for its retrograde motion during the interval. 
The motions of the sun and node are found by the following proportion : 
as the moon’s daily motion is to that of the sun, or to that of the node, 
s.o is the correction applied to the moon’s place to that which must be 
applied to the place of the sun, or to that of the node. A new set of 
positions in longitude having thus been found, the declinations are again 
to be calculated, and the same approximative process repeated — pnd so 
on, until the desired degree of accuracy is attained. 

The text permits us to apply, as the correction for the place of the 
moon, either the whole or the half of the difference of longitude found 
as the result of the first proportion : it is unessential, of course, in a 
process of this tentative character, what amount we assume as that of 
the first correction, provided those which we apply to the places of the 
sun and node be made to correspond with it : and there may be cases 
in which we should be conducted more directly to the final result of the 
process by taking only half of the difference. 
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12. The aspect (pdta) is at the time of equality of declinations ; 
if) then, the moon’s longitude, as thus increased or diminished, 
be less than her longitude at midnight, the aspect is past ; if 
greater, it is to come. 

13. The minutes of interval between the moon’s longitude as 
finally established and that at midnight give, when multiplied 
by sixty and divided by the moon’s daily motion, the time of the 
aspect, in nadis. 

We had thus far found only the longitudes of the sun and moon at 
the time of equality of declination, and not that time itself: the latter 
is now derived from the former by this proportion : as the mocm’s daily 
motion is to a day, or sixty nadis, so is the difference between the 
moon’s longitude at midnight and at the time of the aspect to the inter- 
val between the latter time and midnight. 

14. Multigly the half-sum of the dimensions ( mdna ) of the sun 
and moon by sixty, and divide by the difference of their daily 
motions : the result is half the duration (sthiti), in nadis etc. 

15. The corrected ( sphuta ) time of the aspect (pdta) is the mid- 
dle : if that be diminished by the half-duration, the result is the 
time of the commencement ; if increased by the same, it is the 
time of the end. 

10. The time intervening between the moments of the begin- 
ning and end is to be looked upon as exceedingly terrible, hav- 
ing the likeness of a consuming fire, forbidden for all works. 

The continuance of the centres of the sun and moon at the point of 
equality of declination is, of course, only momentary; but the aspect 
and its malignant influences are to be regarded as lasting as long as there 
is virtual contact of the two disks at that point, or as long as a central 
eclipse of the sun would last if it took place there. Its half-duration, 
then, or the interval from its middle to its beginning or end respectively, 
is found by a proportion, as follows : if in a day, or sixty nadis, the two 
centres of the sun and moon become separated by a distance which is 
equal to the difference of their daily motions, in how many nadis will 
they become separated by a distance which is equal to the sum of their 
semi-diameters? or 

dii£ d. motions : 60 : : sum semi-diam. : half-duration 
And if this amount be subtracted from and added to the time of equal- 
ity of declination, the results will be the moments at which the aspect 
will begin and end respectively. 

Such is the plain and obvious meaning of the text in this passage. 
The commentator, however, in accordance with his interpretation of the 
next following verse (see below), declares that the aspect actually lasts 
as long as any portion of the moon’s disk has the same declination with 
any portion of that of the sun ; and that, accordingly, it commences — 
the moon’s declination being supposed to be increasing — whenever her 
remoter limb comes to have the same declination with the nearer limb 
of the sun, and ends when tier nearer limb comes to have the same da- 
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clination with the remoter limb of the sun — the contrary being the case 
when her declination is decreasing. He acknowledges that the text 
does not seem to teach this, but puts in the plea which is usual with him 
when excusing a palpable inaccuracy in the statements or processes of 
the treatise ; namely, that the blessed author of the wort, moved by pity 
for mankind, permitted here the substitution of difference of longitude 
for difference of declination, in view of the greater ease of its calcula- 
tion, and the insignificance of the error involved. That error, however, 
is quite the reverse of insignificant ; it is, indeed, so very gross and pal- 
pable that we cannot possibly suppose it to have been committed inten- 
tionally by the text ; we regard it as the easier assumption that the con- 
ditions of the continuance of the aspect are differently estimated in the 
text and in the commentary, being by the former taken to be as we have 
stated them above, in our explanation of the process. The view of the 
matter taken by the commentator, it is true, is decidedly the more nat- 
ural and plausible one: there seems no good reason why an aspect 
which depends upon equality of declination should be determined as to 
continuance by motion in longitude, or why the aspect should only oc- 
cur at all when the two centres are equally distant from the equator ; 
why, in short, there should not be partial aspects, like partial eclipses of 
the sun. If the doctrine of the commentary is a later development, or 
an independent form, of that which the text appears to represent, it is a 
naturally suggested one, and such as might have been expected to arise. 

17. While any parts of the disks of the sun and moon have 
the same declination, so long is there a continuance of this aspect, 
causing the destruction of all works. 

18. So, from a knowledge of the time of its occurrence, very 
great advantage is obtained, by means of bathing, giving, prayer, 
ancestral offerings, vows, oblations, and other like acts. 

We have translated verse 17 in strict accordance with the interpreta- 
tion of it presented in the commentary, although we must acknowledge 
that we do not see how that interpretation is to be reconciled with the 
actual form of the text. The term ekayanagata, which the commenta- 
tor renders “ having equal declination,” is the same with that which in 
the first verse signified “ situated in the same ayana” ; mandala, although 
it is sometimes used with the meaning “ disk,” here attributed to it by 
him, is the word employed in that same verse for a “ circle,” or “ 360°” ; 
and antara, which he explains by ekadepa, “ any part,” never, so far as 
we know, is properly used in that sense, while it is of frequent occur- 
rence elsewhere in this treatise with the meaning “ interval.” The nat- 
ural rendering of the line would seem to be “ when there is between the 
sun and moon the interval of a circle, situated in the same ayana.” 
This, however, yields no useful meaning, since such a description could 
only apply to an actual conjunction of the sun and moon. We do not 
see how the difficulty is to be solved, unless it be allowed us, in view of 
the discordance already pointed out as existing between the plain mean- 
ing of the previous passage and that attributed to it by the commenta- 
tor, to assume that the text has been tampered with in this verse, and 
made to furnish a different sense from that it originally had, partly' by a 
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forced interpretation, but partly also by such an alteration of its readings 
as disables it from yielding any other intelligible meaning. 

19. When the equality of declinations of the sun and moon 
takes place in the neighborhood of the equator, the aspect may 
then again occur a second time : in the contrary case, it may fail 
to occur. 

Near the equinox, where declination changes rapidly, the moon, as 
the swifter moving body, may come to have twice, in rapid succession, 
the same declination with the sun, and upon the opposite sides of the 
equator. Near the solstice, on the other hand, where the ecliptic and 
equator are nearly parallel, the moon — if she happens to be nearer the 
equator than the sun is, owing to her latitude — may pass the region in 
which the aspect would otherwise be liable to occur, without having had 
a declination equal in amount to that of the sun. 

20. If the sum of the longitudes of the sun and moon, in min- 
utes, on being divided by the portion ( bhoga ) of an asterism 
(bha), yields a quotient between sixteen and seventeen, there is 
another, a third, vyatipata. 

This is simply a special application of the rule formerly given (ii. 65), 
for finding, for any given time, the current period named yoga. The sev- 
enteenth of the series, as is shown by the list there given, has the same 
name, vyatipata, with one of the aspects treated of in this chapter : 
judging from verse 22, below, it is also regarded as possessing a like por- 
tentous and malignant character. 

21. Of the asterisms (dhishnya) Agleska, (sarpa), Jyeshtha (din- 
dra), and Revati ( paushnya ), the last quarters are junctions of 
the asterisms ( bhasandhi ) ; the first quarter in the asterisms fol- 
lowing these respectively is styled gandanta. 

22. In all works, one must avoid the terrible trio of vyatipdtas, 
as also the trio of gandantas, and this trio of junctions of as- 
terisms. 

The division of the ecliptic into twenty-sevenths, or asterisms, coin- 
cides with its division into twelfths, or signs, at the ends of the ninth, 
eighteenth, and twenty-seventh asterisms, which are also those of the 
fourth, eighth, and twelfth signs respectively. To this innocent circum- 
stance it seems to be owing that those points, and the quarters of por- 
tions, or arcs of 200 ; , on either side of them, are regarded and stigma- 
tized as unlucky and ominous. Hence the title bhasandhi; sandhi is 
literally “putting together, joint,” and bha is, as has been noticed else- 
where (note to iii. 9-12), a name both of the asterisms and of the signs. 
In which of its various senses the word ganda is used in the compound 
gandanta, we do not know. 

23. Thus hath been related that supreme, pure, excellent, mys- 
terious, and grand system of the heavenly bodies : what else dost 
thou desire to know ? 
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In this verse re-appears the personality of the revealer of the treatise, 
the incarnation of a portion of the sun, which has been lost sight of 
since near the beginning of the work (i. 7). The questions addressed 
to him, in answer to this appeal, by Maya, the recipient of the revela- 
tion, introduce the next chapter, which, with the two that follow it, con- 
tains the additional explanations and instructions vouchsafed in reply. 
The last three chapters confessedly constitute a separate portion of the 
work, which is here divided into aptirva khanda and an uttara khanda, 
or a “former Part” and a “latter Part.” It is by no means impossible 
that the whole second Part is an appendix to the text of the Siddhanta 
as originally constituted. 

The title of the next following chapter is bhugolddhydya , “ chapter of 
the earth-globe” : in the second part of the treatise the chapters are 
styled adhydya, “ lection,” instead of, as hitherto, adhikdra, “ heading.” 


CHAPTER XII. 

COSMOGONY, GEOGRAPHY, DIMENSIONS OF THE CREATION. 

Contxnts : — 1-9, inquiries ; 10-88, development of the creative agencies, of the ele- 
ments, and of the existing creation; 29-31, form and disposition of the stellar 
and planetary systems ; 32-44, situation, form, structure, and divisions of the 
earth; 46-72, varying phenomena of night and day in different latitudes and 
zones; 73-77, revolutions of the stars and planets ; 78-79, regents of the differ- 
ent divisions of time ; 80-90, dimensions of the planetary, stellar, and ethereal 
orbits. 

1. Then the demon Maya, prostrating himself with hands sup- 
pliantly joined before him who derived his being from the part 
of the Sun, and revering him with exceeding devotion, inquired 
as follows : 

2. 0 blessed one ! of what measure is the earth ? of what 
form ? how supported ? how divided ? and how are there in it 
seven interterranean ( pdtala ) earths ? 

3. And how does the sun cause the varying distinction of day 
and night ? how does he revolve about the earth, enlightening 
all creatures ? 

4. For what reason are the day and night of the gods and of 
the demons opposed to one another ? or how does that take place 
by means of the sun’s completion of his revolution ? 

5. Why does the day of the Fathers consist of a month, but 
that of mortals of sixty nadis? for what reason is not this latter 
everywhere the case ? 

6. Whence is it that the regents of the days, years, months, 
and hours ( hord ) are not the same ? How does the circle of as- 
terisms (bhagana) revolve ? what is the support of it with the 
planets ? 
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7. The orbits of the planets and stars, uplifted from the earth 
one above another — what are their heights ? what their inter- 
vals ? what their dimensions ? and what the order in which they 
are fixed ? 

8. Why are the rays of the sun hot in the summer, and not 
so in the winter ? how far do his rays penetrate ? How many 
modes of measuring time ( mdna ) are there ? and how are they 
employed ? 

9. Resolve these my difficulties, 0 blessed one, creator of crea- 
tures ! for there is not found besides thea^another resolver, who 
beholdeth all things. 

The proper answers to these inquiries commence at about the twenty- 
seventh verse of the chapter, the preceding philosophical history of the 
development of the existing creation being apparently volunteered by 
the revelator. All the questions then find their answers in this chapter, 
excepting that as to the methods of measuring time, which is disposed 
of in the fourteenth and concluding chapter. The subject of the thir- 
teenth chapter also seems not to be contemplated in the laying out, in 
this passage, of the scheme of subjects to be treated of in the remain- 
der of the treatise. 

10. Having heard the words thus uttered with devotion by 
Maya, he then again promulgated this mysterious and supreme 
Book ( adhydya ) : 

11. Listen with concentrated attention : I will proclaim the 
secret doctrine called the transcendental ( adhyatma ) : there is 
nothing which may not be bestowed on those who are exceed- 
ingly devoted to me. 

12. Yasudeva, the supreme principle of divinity ( brahman ), 
whose form is all that is (tat), the supreme Person ( purusha ), un- 
manifested, free from qualities, superior to the twenty-five prin- 
ciples, imperishable, 

13. Contained within matter ( jarakrti ), divine, pervading every- 
thing, without and within, the attractor — he, having in the first 
place created the waters, deposited in them energy. 

14. That became a golden egg, on all sides enveloped in dark- 
ness : in it first became manifested the unrestrained, the everlast- 
ing one. 

15. He in the scripture (chandas) is denominated the golden- 
wombed ( hiranyagarbha ), the blessed ; as being the first (ddi) ex- 
istence, he is called Aditya ; as being generator, the sun. 

16. This sun, likewise named Savitar, the supreme source of 
light ( jyotis ) upon the border of darkness — he revolves, bringing 
beings into being, the creator of creatures. 

17. He is extolled as natural illuminator, destroyer of dark- 
ness, great. The Hymns ( rcas ) are his disk, the Songs (sdm&nt) 
his beams, the Liturgy (yajtinshi) his form. 
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18. He, the blessed one, is composed of the trio of sacred 
scriptures, the soul of time, the producer of time, mighty, the 
soul of the universe, all-penetrating, subtle : in him is the uni- 
verse established. 

19. Having made for his chariot, which is composed of the 
universe, a wheel consisting of the year, and having yoked the 
seven metres as his steeds, he revolves continually. 

20. Three quarters are immortal, secret ; this one quarter hath 
become manifest. In order to the production of the animated 
creation, he, the mighty one, produced Brahma, the principle of 
consciousness ( ahankara ). 

21. Bestowing upon him the Scriptures ( veda ) as gifts, and es- 
tablishing him within the egg as grandfather of all worlds, he 
himself then revolves, causing existence. 

22. Then Brahma, wearing the form of the principle of con- 
sciousness ( ahankara ), produced mind in the creation : from mind 
was born the moon ; from the eyes, the sun, the repository of 
light ; 

23. From mind, the ether ; thence, in succession, wind, fire, 
waters, earth — these five elements ( [mahabhutu ) were produced 
by the successive addition of one quality. 

24. Agni and Soma, the sun and moon : then Mars etc. were 
produced, in succession, from light, earth, ether, water, wind. 

25. Again, dividing himself twelve-fold, he, the mighty one, 
produced what is known as the signs ; and yet farther, what has 
the form of the asterisms ( nakshatra ), twenty-seven-fold. 

26. Then he wrought out the whole animate and inanimate 
creation, from the gods downward, producing forms of matter 
(pralcrti) from the upper, middle, and lower currents (srotas). 

27. Having produced them in succession, as stated, by a dif- 
ference of quality and function, he fashioned the distinctive char- 
acter of each, according to the showing of the Scripture (veda ) — 

28. That is, of the planets, asterisms, and stars, of the earth, 
and of the universe, he the mighty one ; of gods, demons, and 
mortals, and of the Perfected (sicldha), in their order. 

We do not regard ourselves as called upon to enter into any detailed 
examination of this metaphysical scheme of development of the crea- 
tion, or to compare it critically with the similar schemes presented in 
other Hindu works, as Manu (chap, i), the Puranas (see Wilson’s Vishnu 
Purana, Book I), etc. We will merely explain a few of its expressions,- 
and of the allusions it contains. Vasudeva is an ordinary epithet of 
Vishnu, and its use in the signification here given it seems indicative of 
V aishnava tendencies on the part of the author of the scheme. The 
twenty-five principles referred to in verse 12 are those established bv 
the Sankhya philosophy. The reference in verse 15, first half, is to Rm- 
Veda x. 121. In the second half of the same verse we have a couple of 
false etymologies : Mitya comes, not from adi, “ first,” but from aditi, 
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“ eternity” ; and to derive surya, “ sun,” from the root si 1, “ generate” 
(from which savitar actually comes), is beyond the usual measure of 
Hindu theologico-philosophical etymologizing. The Hymns, Songs, and 
Liturgy are the three bodies of scripture commonly known as the Rig- 
Veda, Sama-Yeda, and Yajur-Veda. The “seven metres” (v. 19) are 
those which are most often employed in the construction of the Y§dic 
hymns : in parts of the Veda itself they are personified, and marvellous 
qualities and powers are ascribed to them. The obscure statement con- 
tained in the first half of verse 20 comes from verses 3 and 4 of the 
purusha-hyam (Rig-Veda x. 90 : the hymn is also found in others of 
the Vedic texts). The second half of verse 22 also nearly coincides 
with a passage (v. 13) in the same hymn. Of the five elements assumed 
by the Hindu philosophers, the first, ether, is said to be endowed only 
with the quality of audibleness ; the second, air, has that of tangibility 
also ; the third, fire, has both, along with color ; to these qualities the 
fourth element, water, adds that of savor ; the last, earth, possesses audi- 
bility, tangibility, color, savor, and odor: this is according to the doc- 
trines of the Shnkhya philosophy. In verses 24 and 25 we have speci- 
fications introduced out of consideration for the general character and 
object of this treatise : as also, in the part assigned to the sun in the 
history of development, we may perhaps recognize homage paid to its 
asserted author. For the beings called in verse 28 the “ perfected” (sid- 
dha), see below, verses 3 1 and 40. 

29. This Brahma-egg is hollow ; within it is the universe, con- 
sisting of earth, sky, etc. ; it has the form of a sphere, like a 
receptacle made of a pair of caldrons. 

30. A circle within the Brahma-egg is styled the orbit of the 
ether ( vyoman ) : within that is the revolution of the asterisms 
(bha ) ; and likewise, in order, one below the other, 

31. Revolve Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the sun, Venus, Mercury, 
and the moon ; below, in succession, the Perfected ( siddha ), the 
Possessors of Knowledge ( vidyadhara ), and the clouds. 

The order of proximity to the earth in which the seven planets are 
here arranged is, as noticed above (i. 51-52), that upon which depends 
the succession of their regency over the days of the week, and so also 
the names of the latter. So far as the first three and the last are con- 
cerned, it is a naturally suggested arrangement, which could hardly fail 
to be hit upon by any nation having sufficient skill to form an order of 
succession at all : the order in which the sun, Mercury, and Venus are 
made to follow one another is, on the other hand, a matter of more ar- 
bitrary determination, and might have been with equal propriety, for 
aught we can see, reversed or otherwise varied. Of the supernatural 
beings called the “possessors of knowledge” ( vidy&dhara ) we read only 
in this verse : the “perfected” we find again below, in verse 40, as inhab- 
itants of a city on the earth’s surface. 

82. Quite in the middle of the egg, the earth-globe ( bhugola ) 
stands in the ether, bearing the supreme might of Brahma, which 
is of the nature of self-supporting force, 
von. vi. 50 
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38. Seven cavities within it, the abodes of serpents (naga) and 
demons ( asura ), endowed with the savor of heavenly plants, de- 
lightful, are the interterranean ( patala ) earths. 

34. A collection of manifold jewels, a mountain of gold, is 
Meru, passing through the middle of the earth-globe, and pro- • 
trailing on either side. 

35. At its upper end are stationed, along with Indra, the gods, 
and the Great Sages ( maharshi ) ; at its lower end, in like man- 
ner, the demons (asura) have their place — each the enemy of the 
other. 

36. Surrounding it on every side is fixed next this great ocean, 
like a girdle about the earth, dividing the two hemispheres of 
the gods- and of the demons. 

37. And on all sides of the midst of Meru, in equal divisions 
of the ocean, upon islands ( dmpa ), in the different directions, are 
the eastern and other cities, fashioned by the gods. 

38. At a quadrant of the earth’s circumference eastward, in 
the clime ( varsha ) Bhadracjva, is the city famed as Yamakoti, 
having walls and gateways of gold. 

39. To the southward, in the clime Bharata, is in like manner 
the great city Lanka : to the west, in the clime called Ketumala, 
is declared to be the city named Rom aka. 

40. Northward, in the clime Kuru, is declared to be the city 
called that of the Perfected ( siddha ) ; in it dwell the magnani- 
mous Perfected, free from trouble. 

41. These are situated also at a distance from one another of 
a quadrant of the earth’s circumference ; to the north of them, 
at the same distance, is Meru, the abode of the gods (sura). 

42. Above them goes the sun when situated at the equinoxes ; 
they have neither equinoctial shadow nor elevation of the pole 
(akshonnati). 

a directions from Meru are two pole-stars ( dhruva - 

tara), fixed in the midst of the sky : to those who are situated in 
places of no latitude ( niraksha ), both these have their place in 
the horizon. 

44. Hence there is in those cities no elevation of the pole, the 
two pole-stars being situated in their horizon ; but their degrees 
of co-latitude (lambaka) are ninety : at Meru the degrees of lati- 
tude (aksha) are of the same number. 

In these verses we have so much of geography as the author of the 
chapter has seen fit to connect with his astronomical explanations. For 
a Hindu account of the earth, it is wonderfully moderate, and free from 
falsehood. The absurd fictions which the Puranas put forth as geogra- 
phy are here for the most part ignored, only two or three of the features 
of their descriptions being retained, and those in an altered form. To 
Puranas (see especially Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, Book II., chap, 
n-vi), the earth is a plain, of immense dimensions. Precisely in the 
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middle of it rises Mount Meru, itself of a size compared with which the 
earth, as measured by the astronomers, is as nothing : it is said to be 
84,000 yojanas high, and buried at the base 16,000 yojanas ; it has the 
shape of an inverted cone, being 32,000 yojanas in diameter at its up- 
per extremity, and only 16,000 at the earth’s surface. Out of this moun- 
tain the astronomical system mates the axis of the earth, protruding at 
either extremity, indeed, but of dimensions wholly undefined. As the 
Puranas declare the summit of Meru, and the mountains immediately 
supporting it, to be the site of the cities inhabited by the different divin- 
ities, so also we have here the gods placed upon the northern extremity 
of the earth’s axis, while their foes, the spirits of darkness, have their 
seat at the southern. The central circular continent, more than 100,000 
yojanas in diameter, in the midst of which Meru lies, is named Jambu- 
dvipa, “the island of the rose-apple tree”: it is intersected by six paral- 
lel ranges of mountains, running east and west, and connected together 
by short cross-ranges : the countries lying between these ranges are 
styled varshas, “ climes,” and are all folly named and described in the 
Puranas, as are the mountain-ranges themselves. The half-moon-shaped 
strips lying at the bases of the mountains on the eastern, southern, west- 
ern, and northern edges of the continent, are called by the same names 
that are given by our text to the four insular climes which it sets up. 
Bharata is a real historical name, appearing variously in the early Hindu 
traditions; Kuru, or Uttara-Kuru, is a title applied in Hindu geography 
of a less fictitious character to the country or people situated beyond the 
range of the Himalaya ; the other two names appear to be altogether 
- imaginary. The Pur&nas say nothing of cities in these four climes. 
Lani&, as noticed above (i. 62), is properly an appellation of the island 
Ceylon ; and Romaka undoubtedly comes from the name of the great 
city which was the mistress of the western world at the period of lively 
commercial intercourse between India and the Mediterranean : the other 
two cities are pure figments of the imagination. Our treatise, it -will be 
observed, ignores the system of continents, or dvipas, and simply sur- 
rounds the earth with an ocean in the midst, like a girdle : the Pur&nas 
encompass Jambudvipa about with six other dvipas, or insular ring- 
shaped continents, each twice as vast as that which it encloses, and each 
separated from the next by an ocean of the same extent with itself. Of 
these seven oceans, the first, which washes the shores of Jambudvipa, is 
naturally enough acknowledged to be composed of salt water : but the 
second is of syrup, the third of wine, the fourth of clarified butter, the 
fifth of whey, the sixth of milk, and the last of sweet water. Outside 
the latter is an uninhabited land of gold, and on its border, as the out- 
most verge of creation, is the moustrous wall of the Lokaloka mountains, 
beyond which is only nothingness and darkness. 

The author of the Siddhanta-Ciromani, more submissive than the 
writer of our chapter to the authority of tradition, accepts (Goladhy., 
chap, ii) the series of concentric continents and oceans, but gives them 
all a place in the unknown southern hemisphere, while he regards Jam- 
budvipa as occupying the whole of the northern. 

The pa talas, or interterranean cavities, spoken of in verse 33, are also 
an important feature of the Puranic geography. If our author has not 
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had the good sense to reject them, along with the insular continents, he 
at least passes them by with the briefest possible notice. In the Puranas 
they are declared to be each of them 10,000 yojanas in depth, and 
their divisions, inhabitants, and productions are described with the same 
ridiculous detail as those of the continents on the earth’s surface. 

It will be observed that the text, although exhibiting in verse 41 a 
distinct apprehension of the fact that the pole is situated to the north- 
ward of all points of the equator alike, yet, in describing the position 
of the four great cities, speaks as if there were a north direction from 
Meru, in the continuation of the line drawn to the latter from Lanka, 
and an east and west direction at right angles with this. 

For the terrestrial equator, considered as a line or circle upon the 
earth’s' surface, there is no distinctive name; it is referred to simply as 
the place ,f of no latitude ” ( niraksha , vyaksha). 

45. In the half-revolution beginning with Aries, the sun, be- 
ing in the hemisphere of the gods, is visible to the gods : but 
while in that beginning with Libra, he is visible to the demons, 
moving in their hemisphere, 

46. lienee, owing to his exceeding nearness, the rays of the 
sun are hot in the hemisphere of the gods in summer, but in 
that of the demons in winter : in the contrary season, they are 
sluggish. 

47 . At the equinox, both gods and demons see the sun in the 
horizon ; their day and night are mutually opposed to each other. 

48 . The sun, rising at the first of Aries, while moving on 
northward for three signs, completes the former half-day of the 
dwellers upon Meru ; 

49. In like manner, while moving through the three signs be- 
ginning with Cancer, he completes the latter half of their day : 
he accomplishes the same for the enemies of the gods while 
moving through the three signs beginning with Libra and the 
three beginning with Capricorn, respectively. 

50. Hence are their night and day mutually opposed to one 
another ; and the measure of the day and night is by the com- 
pletion of the sun’s revolution. 

51. Their mid-day and midnight, which are opposed to one 
another, are at the end of each half-revolution from solstice to 
solstice ( ayana ). The gods and demons each suppose themselves 
to be uppermost. 

52. Others, too, who are situated upon the same diameter 
( samas&trastha ), think one another underneath — as the dwellers 
in Bhadra 9 ya and in Ketumala, and the inhabitants of Lanka. 
and of the city of the Perfected, respectively. 

53. And everywhere upon the globe of the earth, men think 
their own place to be uppermost : but since it is a globe in the 
ether, where should there be an upper, or where an under side 
of it? 
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54. Owing to the littleness of their own bodies, men, looking 
in every direction from the position they occupy, behold this 
earth, although it is globular, as having the form of a wheel. 

55. To the gods, this sphere of asterisms revolves toward the 
right ; to the enemies of the gods, toward the left ; in a situa- 
tion of no latitude, directly overhead — always in a westerly di- 
rection. 

55. Hence, in the latter situation, the day is of thirty nadis, 
and the night likewise : in the two hemispheres of the gods and 
demons there take place a deficiency and an excess, always op- 
posed to one another. 

57. During the half-revolution beginning with Aries, there is 
always an excess of the day to the north, in the hemisphere of 
the gods — greater according to distance north — and a correspond- 
ing deficiency of the night ; in the hemisphere of the demons, 
the reverse. 

58. In the half-revolution beginning with Libra, both the de- 
ficiency and excess of day and night in the two hemispheres are 
the opposite of this : the method of determining them, which is 
always dependent upon situation {deed) and declination, has been 
before explained. 

59. Multiply the earth’s circumference by the sun’s declination 
in degrees, and divide by the number of degrees in a circle : the 
result, in yojanas, is the distance from the place of no latitude 
where the sun is passing overhead. 

60. Subtract from a quarter of the earth’s circumference the 
number of yojanas thus derived from the greatest declination : 
at the distance of the remaining number of yojanas 

61. There occurs once, at the end of the sun’s half-revolution 
from solstice to solstice, a day of sixty nadis, and a night of the 
same length, mutually opposed to one another, in the two hemi- 
spheres of the gods and of the demons. 

62. In the intermediate region, the deficiency and excess of 
day and night are within the limit of sixty nadis ; beyond, this 
sphere of asterisms (bha) revolves perversely. 

63. Subtract from a quarter of the earth’s circumference the 
number of yojanas derived from the declination found by the 
sine of two signs : at that distance from the equator the sun is 
not seen, in the hemisphere of the gods, when in Sagittarius and 
Capricorn ; 

64. So also, in the hemisphere of the demons, when in Gemi- 
ni and Cancer : in the quarter of the earth’s circumference where 
her shadow is lost, the sun may be shown to be visible. 

65. Subtract from the fourth part of the earth’s periphery 
Qcakshd) the number of yojanas ■ derived from the declination 
found by the sine of one sign : at the distance from the place of 
no latitude of the remaining number of yojanas, 
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66. The sun, when situated in Sagittarius, Capricorn, Scorpio, 
and Aquarius, is not seen in the hemisphere of the gods ; in 
that of the demons, on the other hand, when in the four signs 
commencing with Taurus. 

67. At Meru, the gods behold the sun, after but a single rising, 
during the half of his revolution beginning with Aries ; the de- 
mons, in like manner, during that beginning with Libra. 

68. The sun, during his northern and southern progresses 
(i ayana ) revolves directly over a fifteenth part of the earth’s cir- 
cumference, on the side both of the gods and of the demons. 

69. Between those limits, the shadow is cast both southward 
and northward ; beyond them, it falls toward the Meru of either 
hemisphere respectively. 

70. When passing overhead at Bhadraqva, the sun is rising in 
Bharata ; it is, moreover, at that time, midnight in Ketumala, 
and sunset in Kuxu. 

71. In like manner also he produces, by his revolution, in 
Bharata and the other climes, noon, sunrise, midnight, and sun- 
set, reckoning from east to west. 

72. To one going toward Meru, there take place an elevation 
of the pole ( dhruva ) and a depression of the circle of asterisms ; 
to one going toward the place of no latitude, on the contrary, a 
depression of the former and an elevation of the latter. 

This detailed exposition of the varying relations of day and night in 
different parts of the globe is quite creditable to the ingenuity, and the 
distinctness of apprehension, of those by whom it was drawn out. It 
is for the most part so clearly expressed as to need no additional expla- 
nations : we shall append to it only a few brief remarks. 

How far, in verse 46, a true statement is given of the cause of the 
heat of summer and the cold of winter, may be made a matter of some 
question : the word which we have translated “ nearness” (asannata) has 
no right to mean “ directness, perpendicularity,” and yet, when taken in 
connection with the preceding verse, it may perhaps admit that signifi- 
cation. The second ehapter shows that the Hindus knew very well 
that the sun is actually nearer to the whole earth in winter, or when 
near his perigee, than in summer. 

The expression ayananta, “at the end of an ayana ,” employed in 
verses 51 and 61, and which we have rendered by a paraphrase, might 
perhaps have been as well translated, briefly and simply, “ at either 
solstice.” Probably ayana, as used in the sense of “ solstice” (see above, 
end of note to iii. 9-12), is an abbreviated form of ayan&nta , likeyyd for 
jy&rdha (ii. 15—27), and aksha for akshonnati (i. 60). 

In verse 55, we have translated by “ toward the right” and “toward 
the left” the adverbs savyam and apasavyam, which mean literally “left- 
wise” and “ right-wise” ; that is to say, in such a manner that the left 
side or the right side respectively of the thing making the revolution is 
turned toward that about which the revolution is made, this being the 
Hindu mode of describing the passing of one person about another per- 
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son or thing, especially in respectful salutation and in religious cere- 
monial. 

The natural measure of the day and of the night is assumed in verse 
56 etc. to be the half of a whole day, or thirty nadis, and any deviation 
from that norm is regarded as an excess ( dhana , vrddhi ) or a deficiency 
( rna,-kani , lcshaya ). The former processes referred to at the end of 
verse 58 are those taught in ii. 60-62. 

We have already above (note to i. 63-65) called attention to the fact 
that all the Hindu measurements of longitude and latitude upon the 
earth’s surface are made in yojanas, and not in degrees. 

The expression “ perversely” (viparita) in verse 62 is explained by 
the commentator to mean “ in such manner that the rules as already 
given cannot be applied” ; since the sine of the ascensional difference 
(caret — see ii. 61) as found by them would be greater than radius. 

The latter half of verse 64 is obscure : its meaning seems to be, as 
explained by the commentator, that over a corresponding portion of the 
earth’s surface in the contrary hemisphere the sun is continuously visible, 
during the same period, the shadow of the earth, which is the cause of 
night, not covering that portion. 

73. The circle of asterisms, bound at the two poles, impelled 
by the provector ( pravaha ) winds, revolves eternally : attached 
to that are the orbits of the planets, in their order. 

74. The gods and demons behold the sun, after it is once riseD, 
for half a year ; the Fathers (pitaras), who have their station in 
the moon, for a half-month (paksha) • and men upon the earth, 
during their own day. 

75. The orbit (Icakshd) of one that is situated higher up is 
large ; that of one situated lower down is small. Upon a great 
orbit the degrees are great ; so also, upon a small one, they are 
small. 

76. A planet situated upon a small circuit ( bhramana ) traverses 
the circle of constellations (bhagana) in a little time ; one revolv- 
ing on a large circle (mandala) , in a long time. 

77. The moon, upon a very small orbit, makes many revolu- 
tions : Saturn, moving upon a great orbit, makes, as compared 
with her, a much less number of revolutions. 

The connection and orderly succession of subjects is by no means 
strictly maintained in this part of the chapter. The seventy-fourth verse 
is palpably out of place, and is, moreover, in great part superfluous ; for 
the statement contained in its first half has already twice been made, in 
verses 45 and 67, and in the latter passage in nearly the same terms as 
here : its last specification, too, is of a matter too obvious to call for 
notice. Nevertheless, the verse cannot well be spared from the chapter, 
since it contains the only answer which is vouchsafed to the question of 
verse 5, above, respecting the day and night of the Fathers. In the 
assignment of the different divisions of time, as single days, to different 
orders of beings, the month has been given to the pitaras, “ Fathers,” or 
manes of the departed, and they are accordingly located in the moon, 
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eacli portion of whose surface enjoys a recurrence of day and night 
once in each lunar month. The next following verses, 75 to 77, are a 
rather unnecessary amplification of the idea already expressed in L 26- 
27 ; but they answer well enough here as special introduction to the de- 
tailed exhibition of the measurements of the planetary orbits which is 
to follow. Before that is brought in, however, we have the connection 
again broken, by the intrusion of the two following verses, respecting 
the regents of years, months, days, and hours. 

78. Counting downward from Saturn, the fourth successively 
is regent of the day ; and the third, in like manner, is declared 
to be the regent of the year; 

79. Reckoning upward from the moon are found, in succession, 
the regents of the months ; the regents of the hours ( hora ), also, 
occur in downward order from Saturn. 

This passage appears to be introduced here as answer to the inquiry 
propounded in verse 6, above. Instead, however, of explaining why the 
different divisions of time are placed under the superintendence and pro- 
tection of different planets, the text contents itself with reiterating, in a 
different form, what had already been said before (i. 51-52) respecting 
the order of succession of the regents of the successive periods ; but 
adding also the important and significant specification respecting the 
hours, or twenty-fourths of the day. We have sufficiently illustrated 
the subject, in connection with the other passage ; we will only repeat 
here that, the planets being regarded as standing in the order in which 
they are mentioned iu verse 31, above, their successive regency over the 
hours is the one fundamental fact upon which all the rest depend, each 
planet being constituted lord also of the day whose first hour is placed 
under his charge, and so likewise of the month and of the year over 
whose first hour and day he is regent — neither the month nor the year, 
any more than the hour itself, being divisions of time which are known 
to the Hindus in any other uses, and the name of the hour, hora, which 
is the Greek &qa, betraying the source whence the whole system was 
introduced into India. 

80. The orbit ( kakshd ) of the asterisms ( bha ) is the circuit 
(bhramaTia) of the sun multiplied by sixty : by so many yojanas 
does the circle of the asterisms revolve above all. 

81. If the stated number of revolutions of the moon in an 
JEon ( halpa ) be multiplied by the moon’s orbit, the result is to 
be known as the orbit of the ether : so far do the rays of the sun 
penetrate. 

82. If this be divided by the number of revolutions of any 
planet in an hEon ( halpa ), the result will be the orbit of that 
planet : divide this by the number of terrestrial days, and the 
result is the daily eastward motion of them all. 

83. Multiply this number of yojanas of daily motion by the 
orbit of the moon, and divide by a planet’s own orbit ; the re- 
sult is, when divided by fifteen, its daily motion in minutes. 
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84. Any orbit, multiplied by the earth’s diameter and divided 
by the earth’s circumference, gives the diameter of that orbit ; 
and this, being diminished by the earth’s diameter and halved, 
gives the distance of the planet. 

85. The orbit of the moon is three hundred and twenty -four 
thousand yojanas : that of Mercury’s conjunction ( gighra ) is one 
million and forty-three thousand, two hundred and nine : 

86. That of Venus’s conjunction ( cighra ) is two million, six 
hundred and sixty -four thousand, six hundred and thirty -seven : 
next, that of the sun, Mercury, and Venus is four million, three 
hundred and thirty-one thousand, five hundred : 

87. That of Mars, too, is eight million, one hundred and forty- 
six thousand, nine hundred and nine ; that of the moon’s apsis 
(ucca) is thirty-eight million, three hundred and twenty-eight 
thousand, four hundred and eighty-four : 

88. That of Jupiter, fifty-one million, three hundred and sev- 
enty-five thousand, seven hundred and sixty-four : of the moon’s 
node, eighty million, five hundred and seventy-two thousand, 
eight hundred and sixty -four : 

89. Next, of Saturn, one hundred and twenty-seven million, 
six hundred and sixty-eight thousand, two hundred and fifty -five : 
of the asterisms, two hundred and fifty-nine million, eight hun- 
dred and ninety thousand, and twelve : 

90. The entire circumference of the sphere of the Brahma-egg 
is eighteen quadrillion, seven hundred and twelve trillion, eighty 
billion, eight hundred and sixty-four million : within this is the 
pervasion of the sun’s rays. 

We present below the numerical data given in these verses, in a form 
easier of reference and of comparison with the like data of other 
treatises : 


Flanet etc. 

Orbit, in yojanM. 

Moon, 

3 s4,ooo 

“ apsis, 

38,328,484 

" node, 

80,572,864 

Mercury (conjunction), 

1,043,309 

Venus (conjunction). 

2,664,637 

Sun, 

4,33 1, 5oo 

Mars, 

8,146,909 

Jupiter, 

51,375,764 

Saturn, 

127,668,255 

Asterisms, 

359,890,01 2 

Universe, 

18,71 3,080,864,000.000 


We have already more than once (see above, notes to i. 25-27, and 
iv. 1) had occasion to notice upon what principles the orbits of the plan- 
ets, as here stated, were constructed by the Hindus. That of the moon 
(see note to iv. 1) was obtained by a true process of calculation, from 
genuine data, and is a tolerable approximation to the truth : all the 
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others are manufactured out of this, upon the arbitrary and false assump- 
tion that the mean motion of all the planets, each upon its own orbit, is 
of equal absolute amount, and hence, that its apparent value in each 
case, as seen by us, is inversely as the planet’s distance, or that the di- 
mensions of the orbit are directly as the time employed in traversing 
it, or as the period of sidereal revolution. These dimensions, then, may 
be found by various methods : upon dividing the circumference of the 
moon’s orbit by her time of sidereal revolution, we obtain as the 
amount of her daily motion in yojanas 11,858.7X7 nearly (more exactly 
11,858.71693+); and multiplying this by the time of sidereal revolu- 
tion of any planet, we obtain that planet’s orbit. This is equivalent to 
making the proportion 

moon's sid. rev. : planet’s aid. rev. : : moon’s orbit : planet’s orbit 

And since the times of sidereal revolution of the planets are inversely 
as the number of revolutions made by them in any given period, this 
proportion, again, is equivalent to 

planet’s no. of rev. in an iEon : moon’s do. : : moon’s orbit : planet’s orbit 

This is the form of the proportion from which is derived the rule as 
stated in the text, only the latter designates the product of the multi- 
plication of the moon’s orbit by her number of revolutions as the orbit 
of the ether (aka (a), or the circumference of the Brahrna-egg, within 
which the whole creation, as above taught, is enclosed. This is the same 
thing with attributing to the outermost shell of the universe one com- 
plete revolution in an J5on (kalpa), of 4,320,000,000 years. 

There is one feature of the system exposed in this passage which to 
us is hitherto quite inexplicable : it is the assignment to the asterisms 
of an orbit sixty times as great as that of the sun. This, according to 
all the analogies of the system, should imply a revolution of the aster- 
isms eastward about the earth once in each period of sixty sidereal years. 
The same orbit is found allotted to them in the Siddhanta-Qiromani 
(Gapitadhy., iv. 5), and it is- to be looked upon, accordingly, as an es- 
sential part of the general Hindu astronomical system. We do not see 
how it is to be brought into connection with the other doctrines of the 
system, or what can be its origin and import — unless, indeed, it be 
merely an application to the asterisms, in an entirely arbitrarv way, of 
the general law that everything must be made to revolve about the 
earth as a centre. We have noticed above (note to iii. 9-12) its incon- 
sistency with the doctrine of the precession adopted in this treatise. 

The dimensions of the several orbits stated in the text are for the most 
part correct, being such as are derived by the processes above explained 
from the numbers of sidereal revolutions given in a former passage (i. 29 
-34). There is, however, one exception : the orbit of Mercury, as so 
derived, is 1,043,207.8, and the number adopted by the text — which re- 
jects fractions throughout, taking the nearest whole number — should be 
accordingly, -208, and not - 209. If we took as divisor the number of 
Mercury’s revolutions in an +on as corrected by the bija (see note to 
i. 29-34), we should actually obtain for his orbit the value given it by 
the text; the exact quotient being 1,043,208.73. But as none of the 
other orbits given are such as would be found by admitting the several 
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corrections of the bija, it seems preferable to assume that the text has at 
this point become corrupt, or else that the author of the chapter made 
a blunder in one of his calculations.* 

The value of a minute of arc upon the moon’s orbit being fifteen yo- 
janas (see note to iv. 2-3), the value, in minutes, of any planet’s mean 
daily motion may be readily found from its orbit bv the proportion of 
which the rule given in verse 83 is a statement, as follows : as the dis- 
tance, or the orbit, of the planet in question is to that of the moon, so 
is the moon’s mean motion in miputes, or 11,858.717 •— 15, to that of 
the planet. 

In verse 84 we are taught to calculate the distance of any planet from 
the earth’s surface : in order to this, we are first to find the diameter of 
the planet’s orbit, adopting, as the ratio of the diameter to the circum- 
ference, that of the diameter to the circumference of the earth — the for- 
mer, of course, as calculated (i. 59) by the false ratio of 1 : V 10. After 
being guilty of so gross an inaccuracy, it is quite superfluous, and a mere 
affectation of exactness, to take into account so trivfcil a quantity as the 
radius of the earth, in estimating the planet’s distance from the earth. 

In the doctrine of the orbits of the planets, as here laid down, we 
have once more a total negation of the reality of their epicyclical mo- 
tions, and of their consequently varying distances from the earth in dif- 
ferent parts of their revolutions. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

OF THE ARMILLARY SPHERE, AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS. 

Contents: — 1-13, construction and equipment of the armillary sphere; 13-15, po- 
sition of certain points anil sines upon it; 15-16, its adjustment anil revolution; 

17-25, other instruments, especially for the determination of time. 

1. Then, having bathed in a secret and pure place, being pure, 
adorned, having worshipped with devotion the sun, the planets, 
the asterisnis ( bha ), and the elves ( guhyaka ), 

2. Let the teacher, in order to the instruction of the pupil — 
himself beholding everything clearly, in accordance with the 
knowledge handed down by successive communication, and 
learned from the mouth of the master {guru ) — 

3. Prepare the wonder-working fabric of the terrestrial and 
stellar sphere (bhtibhagola) .... 

* The last six versos of the chapter, which contain the numerical data, may very 
possibly be a later addition to its original content : the Ayin-Akbari (as translated 
by Gladwin), in its account of the astronomy of the Hindus, which it professedly 
bases upon the Surya-SicJdhantn, gives these orbits (8vo. edition, London, 1600, 
ii. 30b), but with the fractional parts of yojanas, as if independently derived from 
the data and by the rules of the text : the orbit of Mercury it states correctly, as 
1,043, 207J yojanas. 
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We have already remarked above (note to xii. 1-9) that the subject 
of this chapter is one respecting which no inquiries ' were addressed at 
the beginning of the preceding chapter by the recipient to the commu- 
nicator of the revelation, and that the chapter accordingly wears in some 
measure the aspect of an interpolation. It conies in here as furnishing 
a means of illustrating to the pupil the mutual relations of the earth 
and the heavens as explained in the last chapter — and yet not precisely 
as there explained ; for it gives a representation only of the earth and 
of the one starry concave upon which the apparent movements of all 
the heavenly bodies are to be traced, and not of the concentric spheres 
and orbits out of which the universe has been declared to be constructed. 
The chapter has a peculiar title, unlike that of any other in the treatise : 
it is styled jyotishopanishadadhyaya, “lection of the astronomical Upa- 
nishad.” IJpanishad is the name ordinarily given to such brief treatises, 
of the later Vedic period, or of times yet more modem, as are regarded 
as inspired sources of philosophical and theological knowledge, and are 
looked upon with peculiar reverence ; its application to this chapter is 
equivalent to an assumption for it of especial sanctity and authority. It 
may possibly also indicate that the chapter is originally an independent 
treatise, incorporated into the text of the Surya-Siddhanta. 

The word bha, in verse 1, may mean either the asterisms proper 
(: nakshatra ), or the signs (ra.fi), and is explained by the commentator as 
intended to include both. The guliyakas, “ seoret ones,” are a class of 
demigods who attend upon Kuvera, the god of wealth, and are the 
keepers of his treasures : why they are mentioned here, as objects of 
especial reverence to the astronomical teacher, is not obvious. The com- 
mentator explains the word by “ Yakshas etc., lesser divinities.” In our 
translation of verse 3 we have followed the reading of the published 
text, which Colebrooke also appears to have had before him ; our own 
manuscripts read, instead of bhubhagola , bhumigola and bhumer gola, 
“ sphere of the earth” simply. 

Colebrooke, in his essay On the Indian and Arabian Divisions of the 
Zodiac (As. Res., ix. 323 etc.; Essays, ii. 321 etc.) to which we have 
already so often had occasion to refer, gives a translation of part of this 
chapter, from the beginning of the third to the middle of the thirteenth 
verse, as also a brief sketch of the armillary sphere of which the con- 
struction is taught in the Siddhanta-Ciromani. He farther furnishes a 
description, and a comparison with these, of the somewhat similar in- 
struments employed by the Greeks, the Arabs, and the early European 
astronomers. It has not seemed to us worth while to extract these de- 
scriptions and comparisons, or to draw up others from independent and 
original sources : the object of the Hindu instrument is altogether differ- 
ent from that of the others, since it is intended merely as an illustration 
of the positions and motions of the heavenly bodies, while those are 
meant to subserve the purposes of astronomical observation ; and its 
relation to them is determined by this circumstance : while it, of course, 
possesses some of the circles which enter into the construction of the 
others, it is, upon the whole, a very different and much more complicated 
and cumbersome structure. There is nothing in the way of supposing 
that the first hint of its construction may have been borrowed from the 
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instruments of western nations : but, on the other hand, it may possi- 
bly admit also of being regarded as an independent Hindu device. 

3. . . . Having fashioned an earth-globe of wood, of the de- 
sired size, 

4. Fix a staff, passing through the midst of it and protruding 
at either side, for Meru ; and likewise a couple of sustaining 
hoops ( kciksha ), and the equinoctial hoop ; 

5. These are, to be made with graduated divisions ( angula ) of 
degrees of the circle (bhagana). . . . 

The fixing of a solid globe of wood, representing the earth, in the 
midst of this instrument, is of itself enough to render impracticable its 
application to purposes of astronomical observation. For Meru, the 
axis and poles of the earth, see verse 34 of the preceding chapter. We 
are not informed of what relative size the globe and the encompassing 
hoops are to be made ; probably their relation is to be such that the 
globe will be a small one, contained within an ample sphere. The two 
“ supporting hoops,’’ to which are to be attached all the numerous par- 
allels of declination hereafter described, are, of course, to be fastened to 
the axis at right angles to one another, and to represent the equinoctial 
and solstitial colures. The commentary directly prescribes this, and the 
text also assumes it in a later passage (v. 10). 

Colebrooke, following the guidance of the commentators, treats the 
former half of verse 5 as belonging to the following passage, instead of 
the preceding. It can, however, admit of no reasonable question that 
the connection as established in our translation is the true one : it is de- 
manded by the natural construction of the verses, and also yields a de- 
cidedly preferable sense. 

5. . . , Farther— by means of the several day-radii, as adapted 
to the scale established for those other circles, 

6. And by means of the degrees of declination and latitude 
(vikshepa) marked off upon the latter — at their own respective 
distances iu declination, according to the declination of Aries 
etc., three 

7. Hoops are to be prepared and fastened : these answer also 
inversely for Cancer etc. In the same manner, three for Libra 
etc., answering also inversely for Capricorn etc., 

8. And situated in the southern hemisphere, are to be made 
and fastened to the two hoop-supporters. . . . 

The grammatical construction of this passage is excessively cumbrous 
and intricate, and we can hardly hope that the version which we have 
given of it will be clearly understood without farther explanations. Its 
meaning, however, is free from ambiguity. We have thus far only three 
of the circles out of which our instrument is to be constructed, namely 
those intended to represent the two colures and the equator : we are 
next to add hoops for the diurnal circles described by the sun when at 
the points of connection between the different signs of the zodiac. Of 
these there will be, of course, three north of the equator, one for the 
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sun at the end of Aries and at the beginning of Virgo, one for the sun 
at the end of Taurus and at the beginning of Leo, and one for the sun 
at the end of Gemini and the beginning of Cancer, or at the solstice : 
also, in the southern hemisphere, three others corresponding to these. 
The dimensions of which they must be made are to be determined by 
their several radii (which are called day-radii — see above, ii. 60), as 
ascertained by calculation and reduced to the same scale upon which the 
colures and equator were constructed. They are then to be attached to 
the two general supporting hoops, or colures, each at its proper distance 
from the equator; this distance is ascertained by calculating the decli- 
nation of the sun when at the points in question, and is determined 
upon the instrument by the graduation of the two supporting hoops. 
This graduation is in the text called that for declination ( krunti ) and 
latitude ( vikshepa ) : it will be remembered that, according to Hindu 
usage, the latter means distance from the ecliptic as measured upon a 
circle of declination. 

8. . . . Those likewise of the asterisms ( him ) situated in the 
southern and northern hemispheres, of Abhijit, 

9. Of the Seven Sages (sap tar shay as), of Agastya, of Brahma 
etc., are to be fixed .... 

If the orders given in these verses are to be strictly followed, our instru- 
ment must now be burdened with forty-two additional circles of diurnal 
revolution, namely those of the twenty-seven junction-stars ( yogaiara ) 
of the asterisms and of that of Abhijit — which is here especially men- 
tioned, as not being always ranked among the asterisms (see above, 
p. 352 etc.) — those of the seven other fixed stars of which the positions 
were stated in the eighth chapter (vv. 10-12 and 20-21), and also those 
of the Seven Sages, or the conspicuous stars in Ursa Major (see end of 
the last note to the eighth chapter). Such impracticable directions, 
however, cannot but inspire the suspicion that the instrument may never 
have been constructed except upou paper. 

9. ._ . . Just iu the midst of all, the equinoctial (vaishuvali) 
hoop is fixed. 

. 10. Above the points of intersection of that and the support- 
ing hoops are the two solstices (ayana) and the two equinoxes 
( vishuvat ) .... 

. ^ ® ^ iave already noticed (note to iii. 6) that the celestial equator de- 
rives its name from the equinoxes through which it passes. It seems a 
little strange that the adjustment of the hoop representing it to the two 
supporting hoops, which we should naturally regard as the first step in 
the construction of the instrument, is here assumed to be deferred until 
after all the other circles of declination are fixed in their places. 

The word translated ‘‘above 1 ’ ( urdhvam ) in verse 10 requires to be 
understood in two very different senses, as is pointed out by the com- 
mentator, to make the definitions of position of the solstices and of the 
equinoxes both correct : the latter are situated precisely at the intersec- 
t ' oa ( ° 0 f t [' e e 1 um °ctial col nre with the equator ; the former at a distance 
of 24 above and below the intersection of the equator with the other 
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colure, or at the intersection of the colure with the third parallel of the 
sun’s declination, on either side of the equator. 

We are next taught how to fix in its proper position the hoop which 
is to represent the ecliptic. 

10. . . . From the place of the equinox, with the exact num- 
ber of degrees, as proportioned to the whole circle, 

11. Fix, by oblique chords, the spaces (kshetra) of Aries and 
the rest ; and so likewise another hoop, running obliquely from 
solstice ( ayana ) to solstice, 

12. - And called the circle of declination ( Icrdnti ): upon that 
the sun constantly revolves, giving light : the moon and the other 
planets also, by their own nodes, which are situated in the eclip- 
tic (apamandala), 

13. Being drawn away from it, are beheld at the limit of their 
removal in latitude (vikshepa) from the corresponding point of 
declination. . . . 

Instead of simply directing that a circle or hoop, of the same dimen- 
sions as those of the equator and colures, be constructed to represent the 
ecliptic, and then attached to the others at the equinoxes and solstices, 
the text regards it as necessary to fix, upon the six diurnal circles of 
the sun of which the construction and adjustment were taught above, 
in verses 5-8, the points of division of all the twelve signs, before 
the ecliptic hoop can be added to the instrument. In the compound 
tiryayjyd, in verse 11, which we have rendered “oblique chords,” we 
conceive jya to have its own more proper meaning of “chord,” instead of 
that of “ sine,” which, by substitution for jydrdha (see note to ii. 15-27, 
near the end), it has hitherto uniformly borne. We are to ascertain by 
' calculation the measure of the chord of 30°, to reduce it to the scale of 
dimensions adopted for the other great circles of the instrument, and 
then, commencing from either equinox, to lay it off, in an oblique direc- 
tion, to the successive diurnal circles, northward and southward, thus 
fixing the positions upou them of the initial and final points of the 
twelve signs; and through all these points the ecliptic hoop is to be 
made to pass. 

It does not appear that separate hoops for the orbits of the other 
planets, attached to the ecliptic at their respective nodes, are to be ad- 
ded to the instrument. 

In verse 12 we have a name for the ecliptic, apamandala, which does 
not occur elsewhere in the treatise. The word might be literally trans- 
lated “ off-circle,” and regarded as designating the circle which deviates 
in direction from the neighboring equator ; but it is more probably an 
abbreviation for apakramamandala, which would mean, like the ordinary 
terms krantimandala , krantivrtla, “ circle of declination.” 

13. . . . The orient ecliptic-point ( lagna ) is that at the orient 
Horizon ; the Occident point ( asiamgachat ) is similarly determined. 

14. The meridian ecliptic-point ( madhyama ) is as calculated by 
the equivalents in right ascension ( lankodayds ), for mid-heaven 
( khamadhya ) above. The sine which is between the meridian 
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( madhya ) and the horizon Qcshitija ) is styled the day-measure 
(ant yd). 

15. And the sine of the sun’s ascensional difference ( caradala ) 
is to be recognized as the interval between the equator ( vishuvat ) 
and the horizon. . . . 

These verses contain an unnecessary and fragmentary, as also a con- 
fused and blundering, definition of the positions upon the sphere of a 
few among the points and lines which have been used in the calculations 
of the earlier parts of the treatise. We are unwilling to believe that 
the passage is anything but a late interpolation, made by an awkward 
hand. For the point of the ecliptic termed lagna, or that one which is 
at any given moment passing the eastern horizon, or rising, see iii. 46— 
48, and note upon that passage. The like point at the western horizon, 
which the commentator here calls astalagna, “ lagna of setting,” and 
which the text directs us to find “ in a corresponding manner,” has never 
been named or taken into account anywhere in the treatise : we have 
seen above (as for instance, in ix. 4-5) that all its processes into which 
distance in ascension enters as an element are transferred for calculation 
from the Occident to the orient horizon. For madhyalagna , the point 
of the ecliptic situated upon the meridian, see above, iii. 49 and note. 
Although we have ordinarily translated the term by “ meridian ecliptic- 
point,” this being a convenient and exact definition of the point actually 
referred to, we do not regard the word madhya, occurring in it, as mean- 
ing “ meridian” in the sense in which it is used in modern astronomy, 
namely the great circle passing through the observer’s zenith and the 
north and south points of his horizon. For it deserves to be noted that 
the text has no distinctive name for the meridian, and nowhere makes 
any reference to it as a circle on the sphere : it will be seen just below 
that, while the position of the horizon is defined, the meridian is not 
contemplated as a circle of sufficient consequence to require to be rep- 
resented upon the illustrative armillary sphere. The commentator not 
very infrequently has occasion to speak of the meridian, and styles it 
y&myottaravrtta, “south and north circle,” or urdhvay&myotlaravrtla, 
“uppermost south and north circle.” In the latter half of verse 14, 
where w'e have translated madhya by “ meridian,” it would have been 
more exact to say “mid-heaven,” or “the sun at the middle of his visi- 
ble revolution,” or “ the sun when at the point called madhyalagna 
For the “ day-measure” (anlya), see above, iii. 34-36. Its definition 
given here is as bad as it could well be : for, passing over the fact that 
the line in question is not properly a sine, and moreover that the text 
does not tell us in which of the numberless possible directions it is to be 
drawn from the meridian to the horizon, the line which it is attempted 
to describe is not the one which the treatise regards as the antya, but 
the correspondent of the latter in the small circle described by the sun. 
That is to say, the text here substitutes the line DA in Fig. 8, above 
(p. 232), for the line E G. A similar blunder is made in defining the 
sine of the sun’s ascensional difference (carajyd) : the line A B in the 
same figure, which is the “ earth-sine” ( kujya , kshitijya), is taken, in- 
stead of its equivalent in terms of a great circle, C G. Moreover, the 
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text reads “ equator” (vishuvat — E C in the figure) here for “ east and 
west hour-circle ” ( unmandala — C P) : the commentator restores the 
latter, and excuses the substitution by a false translation of the latter 
half of iii. 6, making it mean “ the east and west hour-circle is likewise 
denominated the equinoctial circle.” 

In verse 14, lankodayas is substifuted for the more usual term lanJco- 
dayasavas (see above, iii. 49, and note), in the sense of “ equivalents of 
the signs in right ascension,” literally, “ at Lanka.” 

15. . . . Having turned upward one’s own place, the circle of 
the horizon is midway of the sphere. 

16. As covered with a casing ( yastra ) and as left uncovered, 
it is the sphere surrounded by Lokaloka. . . . 

The simple direction to turn upward one’s own situation upon the 
central wooden globe which represents the earth does not, it is evident, 
contemplate any very careful or exact adjustment of the instrument. 

Verse 16 is very elliptical and obscure in its expressions, but their 
general meaning is plain, and is that which is attributed to them by the 
commentator. The proper elevation having been given to the pole of 
the sphere, a circle is by some means or other to be fixed about its 
midst, or equally distant from its zenith and nadir, to represent the 
horizon. Then the part below is to be encased in a cloth covering, the 
upper hemisphere alone being left open. As thus arranged, the sphere 
is, as it were, girt about by the Lokaloka mountains. Lokaloka is, as we 
have seen above (note to xii. 32-44), the name of the giant mountain- 
range which, in the Puranic geography, is made the boundary of the 
universe : it is apparently so called because it separates the world (loka) 
from the non-world (aloka ) ; and as out of the Puranic Meru the new 
astronomical geography makes the axis and poles of the earth, so out of 
these mountains it makes the visible horizon. 

The “ wonder-working fabric of the terrestrial and stellar sphere” is 
now fully constructed, and only requires farther, in order to its comple- 
tion as an edifying and instructive illustration of the relations of the 
heavens to the earth, to be set in motion about its fixed axis. 

16. . . . By the application of water is made ascertainment of 
the revolution of time. 

17. One may construct a sphere-instrument combined with 
quicksilver : this is a mystery ; if plainly described, it would be 
generally intelligible in the world. 

18. Therefore let the supreme sphere be constructed according 
to the instruction of the preceptor {guru). In each successive 
age (y u 9 a )i this construction, having become lost, is, by the Sun’s 

19. Favor, again revealed to some one or other, at his 
pleasure. . . . 

Here we have another silly mystification of a simple and compara- 
tively insignificant matter, like that already noticed at the end of the 
sixth chapter. The revolution of the machine of which the construc- 
tion has now been explained, in imitation of the actual motion of the 
VOL. vi. 52 
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heavens about the earth, is something so calculated to strike the minds 
of the uninitiated with wonder, that the means by which it is to be 
accomplished must not be fully explained even in this treatise, lest they 
should become too generally known : they must be learned by each 
pupil directly from his teacher, as the latter has received them by suc- 
cessive tradition, from the original and superhuman source whence they 
came. It is perfectly evident that such a fabric could only be made to 
revolve in a rude and imperfect way ; that it should have marked time, 
and continued for any period to correspond in position with the actual 
sphere, is impossible. 

The word which, upon the authority of the commentator, we have 
rendered “water,” in verse 16, is amrtasr&va, literally “having an im- 
mortal flow” ; perhaps the phrase should be translated rather, “by 
managing a constant current of water.” 

19. ... So also, one should construct instruments (yanlra ) in 
order to the ascertainment of time. 

20. When quite alone, one should apply quicksilver to the 
wonder-causing instrument. By the gnomon ( qanku ), staff ( yashti ), 
arc (dhanus), wheel ( cakra ), instruments for taking the shadow, 
of various kinds, 

21. According to the instruction of the preceptor (guru), is to 
be gained a knowledge of time by the diligent. . . . 

The commentator interprets the first part of verse 20 in correspond- 
ence with the sense of the preceding passage : the application of mer- 
cury to a revolving machine, in order to give it the appearance of auto- 
matic motion, must be made privately, lest people, understanding the 
method too well, should cease to wonder at it. The instruments men- 
tioned in the latter half of the same verse are explained in the com- 
mentary simply by citations from the yantr&dhyaya, “ chapter of instru- 
ments,” of the Siddhanta-Qiromani (Goladhy., pp. 111-136, published 
edition). We will state, as briefly as may be, their character : 

The gnomon (pan/cu) needs no explanation : its construction and the 
method of using it have been fully exhibited in the third chapter of our 
treatise. The “ staff-instrument” (yashtiyantra) is described as follows. 
A circle is described upon a level surface with a radius proportioned to 
that of the sphere, or to tabular radius. Its cardinal points are ascer- 
tained, and its east and west and north and south diameters are drawn. 
From the former, at either extremity, is laid off the sine of amplitude 
(agra) ascertained by calculation for the given day : the points thus de- 
termined upon the circumference of the. circle represent the points on 
the horizon at which the sun rises and sets. Another circle, with a ra- 
dius proportioned to that of the calculated diurnal circle of the day 
(dyujya), is also described about the centre of the other, and is divided 
into sixty equal parts, representing the division of the sun’s daily revolu- 
tion into sixty nadis. Into a depression at the centre, the foot of a 
staff (yashti), equal in length to the radius of the larger circle, is loosely 
inserted. When it is desired to ascertain the time of the day, this staff 
is pointed directly toward the sun, or in such manner that it casts no 
shadow; its extremity then represents the place of the sun at the 
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moment upon the sphere. Measure, by a stick, the distance of that 
extremity from the point of sunrise or of sunset : this will be the chord 
of that part of the diurnal circle which is intercepted between the sun’s 
actual position and the point at which he rose, or will set : the value of 
the corresponding arc in nadis may be ascertained by applying the stick 
to the lesser graduated circle. The result is the time since sunrise, or 
till sunset. 

The “wheel” ( cakra ) is a very simple instrument for obtaining, by 
observation, the sun’s altitude and zenith-distance. It is simply a wheel, 
suspended by a string, graduated to degrees, having its lowest point 
and the extremities of its horizontal diameter distinctly marked, and 
with a projecting peg at the centre. When used, its edge is turned to- 
ward the sun, so that the shadow of the peg falls upon the graduated 
periphery, and the distances of the point where it meets the latter from 
the horizontal and lowest points of the wheel respectively are the 
required altitude and zenith-distance of the sun. From these, by the 
methods of the third chapter (iii. 37-39), the time may be derived. 

The “arc” ( dhanus ) is the lower half of the instrument just described 
— or, we may also suppose, a quadrant of it ; since only a quadrant is 
required for making the observations for which the instrument is em- 
ployed. 

21. By water-instruments, the vessel ( kcipdla ) etc., by the pea- 
.cock, man, monkey, and by stringed sand-receptacles, one may 

determine time accurately. 

22. Quicksilver-holes, water, and cords, ropes ( gulba ), and oil 
and water, mercury, and sand are used in these : these applica- 
tions, too, are difficult. 

The instruments and methods hinted at in these verses are only par- 
tially and obscurely explained by the commentator. The kapala, “ cup” 
or “hemisphere,” is doubtless the instrument which is particularly 
described below, in verse 23. The nara, “ man,” is also spoken of be- 
low, in verse 24, and is simply a gnomon ; it is perhaps one of a partic- 
ular construction and size, and so named from having about the height 
of a man. The peacock and monkey are obscure. The “ sand-vessels” 
( renugnrbha ), which are “ provided with cords” ( sasutra ), are probably 
suspended instruments, of the general character of our hour-glasses. 
The commentator connects them also with the “ peacock,” as if the 
latter were a figure of the bird having such a vessel in his interior, and 
letting the sand pour out of his mouth. In illustration of the “ quick- 
silver-holes” (paradara) a passage is cited from the Siddhanta-Qiromani 
(as above), giving the description of an instrument in which they are 
applied. It is a wheel, having on its outer edge a number of holes, of 
equal size, and at -equal distances from one another, but upon a zig-zag 
line : these holes are filled half full of mercury, and stopped at the ori- 
fice : and it is claimed that the wheel will then, if supported upon an 
axis by a couple of props, revolve of itself. The application of this 
method may well enough be styled “ difficult” : if a machine so con- 
structed would work, the Hindus would be entitled to the credit of 
having solved the problem of perpetual motion. The descriptions of 
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one or two other somewhat similar machines are also cited in the com- 
mentary from the Siddhanta-Q irom ani : the only new' feature worthy of 
notice which they contain is the application of the siphon, or bent tube, 
in emptying a vessel of the water it contains. 

It will have been noticed that, throughout the whole of this chapter, 
the different parts or passages end in the middle of a verse. In the 
twenty-first verse the coincidence between the end of a passage and the 
end of a verse is re-established, but it is at the cost of such an irregular- 
ity as is nowhere else committed in the treatise : the verse is made to 
consist of three half-$lokas, instead of two, the whole chapter being 
thus allowed to contain an uneven number of lines. There are two or 
three very superfluous half-verses at the beginning of the chapter, the 
omission of any one of which would seem an easier and preferable 
method of restoring the regular and connected construction of the text. 

23. A copper vessel, with a hole in the bottom, set in a basin 
of pure water, sinks sixty times in a day and night, and is an 
accurate hemispherical instrument. 

This instrument appears to have been the one most generally and fre- 
quently in use among the Hindus for the measurement of time : it is the 
only one described in the Ayin-Akbari (ii. 302). One of the common 
names for the sixtieth part of the day, ghati or ghatikd , literally “ ves- 
sel,” is evidently derived from it : the other, nadi or nadika, “ reed,” 
probably designated in the first place, and more properly, a measure of* 
length, and not of time. A verse cited in the commentary to this pas- 
sage gives the form and dimensions of the vessel used : it is to be of ten 
palas’ weight of copper, six digits ( angula ) high, and of tw'ice that width 
at the mouth, and is to contain sixty palas of water : the hole in the 
bottom through which it is to fill itself is to be such as will just admit 
a gold pin four digits long, and weighing three and a third mdshas. 
The description of the Ayin-Akbari does not precisely agree with this ; 
and it is, indeed, sufficiently evident that an instrument intended for 
such a purpose could not be accurately constructed by Hindu workmen 
from measurements alone, but would have to be tested by comparison 
with some recognized standard, or by actual use. 

24. So also, the mau-instrument (narayantra) is good in the 
day-time, and when the sun is clear. The best determination of 
time by means of determinations of the shadow has been ex- 
plained. 

_ We have already noticed above, under verse 21, that the nara was a 
simple gnomon. The explanations here referred to are, of course those 
which are presented in the third chapter. ’ 

The concluding verse of the chapter is an encouragement held out to 
the astronomical student. 

25. He who thoroughly knows the system of the planets and 
astensms, and the sphere, attains the world of the planets in the 
succession of births, his own possessor. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF THE DIFFERENT MODES OF BECKONING TIME. 

Contests : — 1-2, enumeration of the modes of measuring time, and general explan- 
ation of their uses; 3, solar time; 4-6, of the periods of eighty-six days; 7-11, 
of points and divisions in the sun’s revolution ; 12-13, lunar time ; 14, time of the 
Fathers ; 15, sidereal time ; 15-16, of the months and their asterisms ; 17, of the 
twelve-year cycle of Jupiter; 18-19, civil, or mean solar, time ; 20-21, time of 
the gods, Prajapati, and Brahma ; 22-26, conclusion of the work. 

1. The modes of measuring time ( mdna ) are nine, namely t^ose 
of Brahma, of the gods, Of the Fathers, of Prajapati, of Jupiter, 
and solar (saura), civil ( sdvana ), lunar, and sidereal time. 

2. Of four modes, namely solar, lunar, sidereal, and civil time, 
practical use is made among men ; by that of Jupiter is to be de- 
termined the year of the cycle of sixty years ; of the rest, no 
use is ever made. 

This chapter contains the reply of the sun’s incarnation to the last of 
the questions addressed to him by the original recipient of his revela- 
tion (see above, xii. 8). The word m&na, which gives it its title of ma- 
n&dhy&ya, and which we have translated “ mode of measuring or reck- 
oning time,” literally means simply “ measure” : it is the same term 
which we have already (iv. 2-3) seen applied to designate the measured 
disks of the sun and moon. 

3. By solar ( sdura ) time are determined the measure of the 
day and night, the shadagitimuhhas, the solstice (ay an a), the equi- 
nox ( vishuvat ), and the propitious period of the sun’s entrance 
into a sign (sarikranti). 

The adjective saura, which we translate “solar,” is a secondary de- 
rivative from surya, “ sun.” It is applied to those divisions of time 
which are dependent on and determined by the sun’s actual motion 
along the ecliptic. The “day and night” measured by it are probably 
those of the gods and demons respectively ; see above, xii. 48-50. The 
solar year, as already noticed (note to i. 12-13), is sidereal, not tropical ; 
it commences whenever the sun enters the first sign of the immovable 
sidereal zodiac, or when he is 10 minutes east in longitude from the 
star K Piscium. The solar month is the time during which he continues 
in each successive sign, or arc of 30°, reckoning from that point. The 
length of the solar year and month is subject only to an infinitesimal 
variation, due to the slow motion, of 1' in 517 years, assumed for the 
sun’s line of apsides (see above, i. 41-44) ; but it is, as has been shown 
above (note to i. 29-34, near the end), somewhat differently estimated 
by different authorities. The precise length of the solar "months, as 
reckoned according to the Surya-Siddhknta, is thus stated by Warren 
(Kkla Sankalita, p. 69) : 
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Duration of the several Solar Months. 


No. 

Name. 

Duration. 

Sum of duration. 



d 

0 

V 



d 

n 

▼ 



I 

V&iyakha, 

3o 

55 

3a 

3 

39 

3o 

55 

3a 

3 

3 9 

3 

Jyaishtha, 

3i 

a 4 

13 

3 

4t 

62 

19 

44 

5 

20 

3 

Ashadha, 

3i 

36 

38 

a 

44 

9 3 

56 

32 

8 

4 

4 


3i 

38 

13 

3 

4a 

ia5 

a4 

34 

IO 

46 

5 

Bh&drapada, 

3i 

3 

IO 

3 

4o 

1 56 

26 

44 

i 3 

26 

6 

Alvina, 

3o 

J 7 

33 

3 

38 

186 

54 

6 

l6 

4 

7 

KArttika, 

29 

54 

7 

3 

35 

316 

48 

i3 

18 

39 

8 

M&rga^imka, 

39 

3o 

a4 

3 

33 

a46 

18 

37 

31 

12 

9 

I’ausha, 

39 

30 

53 

3 

3 i 

375 

39 

3o 

a3 

43 

IO 

Mfigha, 

39 

37 

l6 

3 

3a 

3o5 

6 

46 

26 

i5 

II 

PhiUguna, 

29 

48 

24 

3 

33 

334 

55 

IO 

28 

48 

I* 

Caitra, 

3o 

30 

31 

3 

36 

365 

i5 

3i 

3i 

2 4 


The former passage (i. 12-13) took no note of any solar day ; in this 
chapter, however, such a division of time is distinctly contemplated : it 
is also recognized by the SiddMnta-^iromani (Ganit&dhy., ii. 8), and 
seems to be, for certain uses, generally accepted. The solar day is the 
time during which the sun traverses each successive degree of the eclip- 
tic, with his true motion, and its length accordingly varies with the rap- 
idity of his motion : three hundred and sixty such days compose the 
sidereal year. In order to determine the solar day corresponding to any 
given moment, it is, of course, only necessary to calculate, by the meth- 
ods of the second chapter, the sun’s true longitude for that moment. 
Hence it is a matter of very little practical account : all the periods re- 
garded as determined by it may be as well derived directly from the 
sun s longitude, without going through the form of calling its degrees 
days. It is thus with the equinoxes, solstices, and entrances of the sun 
into a sign ( sanlcranti , “ entrance upon connection with”) : for the latter, 
and for the continuance of the propitious influences which are believed 
to attend upon it, see below, verse 11. The shadafilimu/ehas form the 
subject of the next following passage. 

The manuscript without commentary inserts here the following verse : 
“ the day and night of the gods and demons, which is determined by 
the sun s revolution through the circle of asterisms ( bhacakra ), and the 
number of the Golden ( krta ) and other Ages, as already stated, is to 
be known.” 

4. Beginning with Libra, the shadagltimulcha is at the end of 
the periods of eighty -six (shadagtti) days, in succession: there are 
four of them, occurring in the signs of double character (dvisva- 
bhdva ) ; 

5. Namely, at the twenty-sixth degree of Sagittarius, at the 
twenty-second of Pisces, at the eighteenth degree of Gemini, and 
at the fourteenth of Virgo. 

6. From the latter point, the sixteen days of Virgo which re- 
main are suitable for sacrifices : anything given to the Fathers 
[pi tar as) in them is inexhaustible. 
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We have not been able to find anywhere any explanation of this cn- 
rious division of the sun’s path into arcs of 86°, commencing from the 
autumnal equinox, and leaving an odd remnant of 1 6° at the end of 
Virgo. The commentary offers nothing whatever in elucidation of their 
character and significance. The epithet “ of double character” (dvisva- 
bh&va) belongs to the four signs mentioned in verse 5 ; judging from the 
connection in which it is applied to them by Varaha-Mihira (Laghu- 
j&taka, i. 8, in Weber’s Indische Studien, ii. 278), it designates them as 
either variable ( cara ) or fixed ( sthira ), in some astrological sense. The 
term shadafitimulcha is composed of shadagiti, “ eighty-six,” and rnukha, 
“mouth, face, beginning.” We do not understand the meaning of the 
compound well enough to venture to translate it. 

7. In the midst of the zodiac ( bhacakra ) are the two equinoxes 
( vishuvat ), situated upon the same diameter ( samasulraga ), and 
likewise the two solstices (ayana) ; these four are well known. 

8. Between these are, in each case, two entrances (sankranti) ; 
from the immediateness of the entrance are to be known the two 
feet of Vishnu. 

9. From the sun’s entrance (sankranti) into Capricorn, six 
months are his northern progress (uttarayana) ; so likewise, from 
the beginning of Cancer, six months are his southern progress 
(tiakshindyana). 

10. Thence also are reckoned the seasons (rtu), the cool season 
(gigira) and the rest, each prevailing through two signs. These 
twelve, commencing with Aries, are the months; of them is 
made up the year. 

The commentator explains samasutraga, like sa.mamtra.stha above 
(xii. 52), to mean situated at opposite extremities of the same diameter 
of the earth, or antipodal to one another. 

The technical term for the sun’s entrance into a sign of the zodiac is, 
as noticed already, sanlcrdnli (the commentary also presents the equiva- 
lent word sanlcramana) ; of these there take place two between each 
equinox and the preceding or following solstice. The latter half of 
verse 8 is quite obscure. The commentator appears to understand it as 
signifying that, in each quadrant, the entrance ( sankranti ) immediately 
following the solstice or equinox is styled “ Vishnu’s feet.” In the ear- 
liest Hindu mythology, Vishnu is the sun, especially considered as occu- 
pying successively the three stations of the orient horizon, the meridian, 
and the Occident horizon ; and the three steps by which he strides 
through the sky are his only distinctive characteristic. These three 
steps, then, appear under various forms in the later Vaishnava mythol- 
ogy, and there is plainly some reference to them in this designation of 
the sun’s entrances into the signs. It would seem easiest and most nat- 
ural to recognize in the three signs intervening between each equinox 
and solstice Vishnu’s three steps, and to regard the two intermediate 
entrances as the marks of his feet ; this may possibly be the figure in- 
tended to be conveyed by the language of the text. 

The word rtu means originally and literally any determined period of 
time, a “ season” in the most general sense of the term ; but it has also 
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been employed from very early times to designate the various divisions 
of the year. They were anciently reckoned as three, five, six, or seven ; 
but the prevailing division, and the only one in use in later times, is that 
into six seasons, named Qigira, Yasanta, Grishma, Varsba, Qarad, and 
Hemanta, which may be represented by cool season, spring, summer, 
rainy season, autumn, and winter. Qigira begins with the month Magha, 
or about the middle of January (see note to i. 48-51, and the table 
given below, under w. 15-16), and each season in succession includes 
two solar months. 

11. Multiply the number of minutes in the sun’s measure 
(mana) by sixty, and divide by his daily motion : a time equal 
to half the result, in nadis, is propitious before the sun’s entrance 
into a sign ( sankranti ), and likewise after it. 

The propitious influences referred to above, in verse 3, as attending 
upon the sun’s entrance into a sign, are regarded as enduring so long as 
any part of his disk is upon the point of separation between the two 
signs. This time is found by the following proportion : as the sun’s ac- 
tual daily motion, in minutes, is to a day, or sixty nkdis, so is the meas- 
ure of his disk, in minutes, to the time which it will occupy in passing 
the point referred to. 

12. As the moon, setting out from the sun, moves from day t» 
day eastward, that is the lunar method of reckoning time (mana) : 
a lunar day (tithi) is to be regarded as corresponding to twelve 
degrees of motion. 

13. The lunar day (tithi), the karana, the general ceremonies, 
marriage, shaving, and the performance of vows, fastings, and 
pilgrimages, are determined by lunar time. 

14. Of thirty lunar days is composed the lunar month, which 
is declared to be a day and a night of the Fathers: the end of 
the month and of the half-month (paksha) are at their mid-day 
and midnight respectively. 

For the tithi , or lunar day, see above, ii. 66 : for the karana, see 
ii. 67-69. For the month considered as the day of the pitaras, or manes 
of the departed, see note to xii. 73-77. Manu (i. 66) pronounces the 
day of the Fathers to be the dark half-month, or the fortnight from full 
moon to new moon, and their night to be the light half-month, or the 
fortnight from new moon to full moon. With this mode of division 
might be made to accord that stated in the latter part of verse 14, by 
rendering madhye “ between,” instead of “ at the middle point of” : we 
have translated according to the directions of the commentator. 

15. The constant revolution of the circle of asterisms (bhaca- 
Tcra) is called a sidereal day. The months are to be known by 
the names of the asterisms (nakshalra), according to the conjunc- 
tion (yoga) at the end of a lunar period (parvan). 

16. To the months Karttika etc. belong, as concerns the con- 
junction (samayoga), the asterisms Krttika etc., two by two : but 
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three months, namely the last, the next to the last, and the fifth, 
have triple asterisms. 

The subject of sidereal time, although one of prominent importance 
in the present treatise, since the subdivision of the day is regulated 
entirely by it, is here very summarily dismissed with half a verse, while 
we find appended to it in the same passage matters with which it has 
nothing properly to do. 

We have already (note to i. 48—51) had occasion to notice that the 
months are regarded as having received their names from the asterisms 
( nakshatra ) in which the moon became full during their continuance. 
According to Sir William Jones (As. Res., ii. 296), it is asserted by the 
Hindus “ that, when their lunar year was arranged by former astrono- 
mers, the moon was at the full in each month on the very day when it 
entered the nakshatra, from which that month is denominated.” W heth- 
er this assertion is strictly true admits of much doubt. Our text does 
not imply any such claim : it only declares that the month is to be 
called by the name of that asterism with which the moon is in conjunc- 
tion {yoga) at the end of the parvan : this latter word might mean either 
half of a lunar month, but is evidently to be understood here, as ex- 
plained by the commentary, of the light half {fukla paksha) alone, so 
that the end of the parvan (parv&nta) is equivalent to the end of 
the day of full moon {purnimanta), or to the moment of opposition in 
longitude. Now it is evident that, owing to the incommensurability of 
the times of revolution of the sun and moon, as also to the revolution 
of the moon’s line of apsides, full' moon is liable to occur in succession 
in all the asterisms, and at all points of the zodiac ; so that although, 
at the time when the system of names for the months originated and 
established itselfi they were doubtless strictly applicable, they would not 
long continue to be so. Instead, however, of being compelled to alter 
continually the nomenclature of the year, we are allowed, by verse 16, 
to call a month Karttika in which the full of the moon takes place either 
in Krttika or in Rohini, and so on ; the twenty-seven asterisms being 
distributed among the twelve months as evenly as the nature of the case 
admits. 

At what period these names were first introduced into use is unknown. 
It must have been, of course, posterior to the establishment of the sys- 
tem of asterisms, but it was probably not much later, as the names are 
found in some of the earlier texts which contain those of the nakshatras 
themselves. We can hardly suppose that they were not originally ap- 
plied independently to the lunar months ; and certainly, no more suita- 
ble derivation could be found for the name of a lunar period than from 
the asterism in which the moon attained during its continuance her full 
beauty and perfection. In later times, as we have already seen (note to 
i. 48-51), the true lunar months are entirely dependent for their nomen- 
clature upon the solar months, according to the determination of the 
latter, as regards their commencement and duration, by the data and 
methods of the modem astronomical science. There has been handed 
down another system of names for the months (see Colebrooke in As. 
Res., vii. 284 ; Essays, i. 201), which have nothing to do with the aster- 
isms : whether they are to be regarded as more ancient than the others 
v ol. vi. 53 
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we do not know. They are — commencing with the first month of the 
season Vasanta, or with that one which in the other system is called 
Caitra — as follows : Madhu, Madhava, Cukra, Quci, Nabhas, Nabhasya, 
Isha, fTija, Sahas, Sahasya, Tapas, Tapasya. 

For the sake of a clearer understanding of the relations of the aster- 
isms, months, and seasons, we present their correspondences below in a 
tabular form ; 

_ , Asterisms in which 

Season. Month. f,,} | moon may occur. 


Carad. 


Hemanta. 


£i$ira. 


"j Kayttika. 
t (Oct -Nov.) 


' MArga^irsha. 
(Nov. -Dec.) 




PAusha. 
t (Dec.-Jan.) 


f MAgba. 
(Jan.-Feb.) 

PhAlguna. 
(Feb.- Mar.) 


( Krttika. 

I Robiili. 

( Mrgacirsha. 

( Ardi&. 

i Punarvasu. 
Pushya. 

S AgleshA. 
MaghA. 

f P.-Pbalguni. 

U.-PbalgunS. 
( Hasta. 


Vasanta. 


Grishina. 


Varsha. 


Cslitra. 

(Mar.-Apr.) 

VaiyAkha. 
(Apr.- May.) 


JyAishtha. 

(May-June.) 

AshAdha. 

(June-july.) 


n JrAvana. 
July-Aug.) 


I BhAdrapada. 
k (Aug -Sept.)) 


(.'arad. 


( Alvina. 

(Sept.-Oct ) 


( CitrA. 

( Svati 

( VifAkhA. 

( AnuradbA. 

( JyeshtbA. 

( Mula. 

( P.-AshAdhA. 

( U. -AshAdha. 

j Cravana. 

I fravishthA. 

i (^atabhisbaj. 

-( P.-BhadrapadA. 
( U.-BhadrapadA. 

( Revati. 

-j Agviut 
( Bbarani 


Davis (As. Res., iii. 218) notices that some of the ancient astrono- 
mers have divided the asterisms somewhat differently, giving to Qr&vana 
the three beginning with Cravana, to Bhadrapada the three beginning 
with Phrva-Bhadrapada, and to A$vina only Acvini and Bharani. It 
seems, indeed, that the selection of the three months to which three 
asterisms, instead of two, were assigned, must 'have been made somewhat 
arbitrarily. 

It will be noticed that in this passage Karttika is treated as the first 
of the series of months, while above (v. 10) Qifira was mentioned as the 
first season, and while in practice (see note to i. 48—51) Yaigakha is 
treated as the first of the solar months, and Caitra of the lunar. Another 
name for M&rga(jirsha, also, is Agrahayana, which appears to mean 
“ commencement of the year.” How much significance these varia- 
tions of usage may have, and what is their reason, is not known to us. 
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As regards Vaicjakha and Caitra, indeed, the case is clear, and -we may 
also regard the rank assigned to Karttika as due to the ancient position 
of Krttika, as first among the lunar mansions. 

17. In Vaitjakha etc., a conjunction {yoga ) in the dark half- 
month ( krshna ), on the fifteenth lunar day ( tithi ), determines in 
like manner the years Karttika etc. of Jupiter, from his heliacal 
setting ( asta ) and rising ( udaya ). 

We have already, in an early part of the treatise (i. 55), made acquaint- 
ance with a cycle of the planet Jupiter, composed of sixty years ; in 
this verse we have introduced to our notice a second one, containing 
twelve years, or corresponding to a single sidereal revolution of the 
planet. The principle upon which its nomenclature is based is very evi- 
dent. Jupiter’s revolution is treated as if, like that of the sun, it deter- 
mined a year, and the twelve parts, each quite nearly equalling a solar 
year (see note to i. 55), into which it is divided, are, by the same anal- 
ogy, accounted as mouths, and accordingly receive the names of the 
solar months. The appellations thus applied to the years, in their order, 
we are directed to determine by the asterism ( aakshatra ) in which the 
planet is found to be at the time of its disappearance in the sun’s rays, 
and its disengagement from them : for it would, of course, set and rise 
heliacally twelve times in each revolution, and each time about a month 
later than before. The name of the year, however, will not agree with 
that of the month in which the rising and setting occur, but will be the 
opposite of it, or six months farther forward or backward, since the 
month is named from the asterism -with which the sun is in opposition, 
but the year of the cycle from that with which he is in conjunction. 
The terms in which the rule of the text is stated are not altogether un- 
ambiguous : there is no expressed grammatical connection between the 
two halves of the verse, and we are compelled to add in our translation 
the important word “ determines,” which links them together. The 
meaning, however, we take to be as follows : if, in any given year, the 
heliacal setting of Jupiter takes place in the month Va^akha, then the 
asterism with which the moon is found to be in conjunction at the end 
of that month — which will be, of course, the asterism in which the sun 
is at the same time situated — will determine the name of the vear, which 
will be Karttika : and so on, from year to year. The expression “ in 
like manner,” in the second half of the verse, is interpreted as implying 
that to the yearsof this cycle is made the same distribution of. the* as- 
terisms as to the months in the preceding passage : the second and third 
columns of the last table, then, will apply to the cycle, if we alter their 
headings respectively, from “ month” to “ year of the cycle,” and from 
“asterisms in which full moon may occur” to “asterisms in which Ju- 
piter’s heliacal setting and rising may occur.” 

There is one untoward circumstance connected with this arrangement 
which is not taken into account by the text, and which appears to op- 
pose a practical difficulty to the application of its rule. The amount of 
Jupiter’s motion during a solar year is not precisely one sign, but per- 
ceptibly more than that, so that the mean interval between two succes- 
sive heliacal settings is a little more than a solar month ; and this dif- 
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ference accumulates so rapidly that the thirteenth setting would take 
place about four degrees farther eastward than the first, so that, without 
some system of periodical omissions of a month, the correspondence 
between the names of the years, if applied in regular succession, and 
the asterisms in which the planet disappeared would, after a few revolu- 
tions, be altogether dislocated and broken up. If the cycle were of 
more practical consequence, or if it were contemplated as one of the 
proper subjects of this treatise, we might expect to find some method 
of obviating this difficulty prescribed. Warren, however, in his brief 
account of the cycle of twelve years (Kala Sankalita, p. 212 etc.), states 
that he knows of no nation or tribe making any use of it, but only finds 
it mentioned in the books. According to both him and Davis (As. Res., 
Hi; 217 etc.), the cycle of twelve years is subordinate to that of sixty, 
the latter being divided into five such cycles, to which special names are 
applied, and of each of which the successive years receive in order the 
titles of the solar months. The appellations of the cycles themselves 
are those which properly belong to the years of the lustrum ( yuga ), or 
cycle of five years, by which, as already noticed (note to i. 56-58), the 
Hindus appeal; first to have regulated time, and effected by intercala- 
tion the coincidence of the solar and lunar years : they are Samvatsara, 
Parivatsara, Idavatsara, Idvatsara, (or Anuvatsara), and Yatsara (or 
Idvatsara, or TJdravatsara). It would appear, then, either that the cycle 
of sixty years was derived from and founded upon the ancient lustrum, 
being an imitation of its construction in time of the planet Jupiter, 
of which a month equals a solar year, or else that the already existing 
cycle had been later fancifully compared with the lustrum, and subdivi- 
ded after its model into sub-cycles for years, and years for months : of 
these two suppositions we are inclined to regard the latter as decidedlv 
the more probable. 

18. From rising to rising of the sun, that is called civil ( sdvana ) 
reckoning. By that are determined the civil days (sdvana), and 
by these is the regulation of the time of sacrifice ; 

19. Likewise the removal of uncleanness from child-bearing 
etc., and the regents of days, months, and years : the mean mo- 
tion of the planets, too, is computed by civil time. 

The term sdvana we have translated “ civil,” as being a convenient 
way of distinguishing this from the other kinds of time, and as being 
very properly applicable to the day as reckoned in practical use from 
sunrise, to sunrise : in the more general sense, as denoting the mode of 
reckoning the mean motions of the planets, and the regency of succes- 
sive periods, savana corresponds to what we call “mean solar” time. 
The word itself seems to be a derivative from savana , “ libation,” the 
three daily savanas, or the sunrise, noon, and sunset libations, being 
determined by this reckoning. & 

20. The mutually opposed day and night of the gods (surd) 
and demons (asura), which has been already explained, is time 
of the gods, being measured by the completion of the sun’s 
revolution. 
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21. The space of a Patriarchate ( manvantara ) is styled time 
of Prajapati : in it is no distinction of day from night. An Aion 
(kalpa) is called time of Brahma. 

It may well be said that the mode of reckoning by time of the gods 
has been already explained : the length of a day of the gods, with the 
method of its determination, has been stated and dwelt upon, in almost 
identical language, over and over again (see i. 13-14; xii. 45-50, 67, 
74; and the interpolated verse after xiv. 3), almost as if it were so new 
and striking an idea as to demand and hear repeated inculcation. For 
the Patriarchate ( manvantara ), or period of 308,448,000 years, see 
above, i. 18 : this is the only allusion to it as a unit of time which the 
treatise contains. For the xEon (kalpa.), of 4,320,000,000 years, as 
constituting a day of Brahma, see above, i. 20. 

The remaining verses are simply the conclusion of the treatise. 

22. Thus hath been told thee that supreme mystery’, lofty and 
wonderful, that sacred knowledge (brahman), most exalted, pure, 
all guilt destroying ; 

23. And the highest knowledge of the heaven, the stars, and 
the planets hath been exhibited : he who knoweth it thoroughly 
obtaineth in the worlds of the sun etc. an everlasting place. 

24. With these words, taking leave of Maya, and being suit- 
ably worshipped by him, the part of the sun ascended to heaven, 
and entered his own disk. 

25. So then Maya, having personally learned from the sun 
that divine knowledge, regarded himself as having attained his 
desire, and as purified from sin. 

26. Then, too, the sages ( rshi ), learning that Maya had received 
from the sun this gift, drew near and surrounded him, and rev- 
erently asked the knowledge. 

27. And he graciously bestowed upon them the grand system 
of the planets, of mysteries in the world the most wonderful, 
and equal to the Scripture (brahman). 

The Surya-SiddMnta, in the form in which it is here presented, as ac- 
cepted by Ranganatha and fixed by his commentary, contains exactly 
five hundred verses. This number, of course, cannot plausibly be looked 
upon as altogether accidental : no one will question that the treatise has 
been intentionally wrought into its present compass. We have often 
found occasion above to point out indications, more or less distinct and 
unequivocal, of alterations and interpolations ; and although in some 
cases our suspicions may not prove well-founded, there can be no reason- 
able doubt that the text of the treatise has undergone since its origin 
not unimportant extension and modification. Any farther consideration 
of this point we reserve for the general historical s umm ary to be pre- 
sented at the end of the Appendix. 
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APPENDIX: 

CONTAINING ADDITIONAL NOTES AND TABLES, CALCULATIONS OF 
ECLIPSES, A STELLAR MAP, Etc. 


1. p. 142. The name siddhanta, by which the astronomical text- 
books are generally called, has, by derivation and original meaning, 
nothing to do with astronomy, but signifies simply “ established conclu- 
sion and it is variously applied to other uses in the Sanskrit literature. 

It may not be uninteresting to present here a summary view of the 
existing astronomical literature of the Hindus, as derived from such 
sources of information upon the subject as are accessible to us, even 
though such a view must necessarily be imperfect and incomplete. We. 
commence by giving a list of works furnished to the translator, at his 
request, by the native Professor of Mathematics in the Sanskrit College 
at Puna, and which may be taken as representing the knowledge pos- 
sessed, and the opinions held, by the learned of Western India at the 
present time. Along with it is offered the list of nine treatises given in 
the modern Sanskrit Encyclopedia, the Qabdakalpadruma, as entitled to 
the name of Siddhanta. The longer list was intended to be arranged 
chronologically ; the remarks appended to the names of treatises are 
those of its compiler. 


i. Brahma-SiddhAnta. 

а. Surya-SiddhAnta. 

3. Soroa-SiddhAnta. 

4. YAsishtba-Siddhanta. 

5. Romaka-Siddhanta. 

б. Paulastya-Siddhanta. 

7. Brhaspati-Siddhanta. 

8. Garga-Siddhanta. 

9. Vyasa-SiddhAnta. 

10. Para§ara-Siddh4nta. 


r. Brahma-Siddhanta. 

2. Surya-Siddhanta. 

3. Soma-Siddhanta. 

4- Brhaspati-SiddhAnta. 

5. Garga-SiddhSnta. 

6. NArada-Siddbanta. 

7- Parajara-Siddbanta. 

8. Paulastya-SiddhAnta. 

9. Yasishtha-SiddhAnta. 


II. Bhoja-Siddhanta; earlier than the Qiromani. 

13. Yaraha-SiddhAnta ; earlier than the Ciromani. 

1 3. Brahmagupta-Siddhanta ; earlier than the Ciromani. 

14. SiddhSnta-tjiromani ; rake 1072 [A.D. 1150]. 

1 5. Sundara-Siddhanta; about 400 years ago. [years aga 

16. Tattva-Viveka-SiddhAnta ; in the time of the reign of Jaya Sinha, about 250 

17. Sarvabhauma-Siddhanta ; in the time of the reign of Jaya Sinha. 

18. Laghu-Arya-Siddhanta ) 

19. Brhad-Arya-Siddhanta \ eailieT than 


It is obvious that these lists are uncritically constructed, and that 
neither of them is of a nature to yield valuable information without ad- 
ditional explanations. The one is most unreasonably curt, and seems 
founded on the principle of allowing the title of Siddhanta to no work 
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which is the acknowledged composition of a merely human author, 
while the other contains treatises of very heterogeneous character and 
value : and neither list distinguishes works now actually in existence from 
those which have become lost, and those of which the existence at any 
period is questionable. A more satisfactory account of the Siddhanta 
literature may be drawn up from the notices contained in the writings of 
Western scholars, and especially from the various essays of Colebrooke. 
For what we shall here offer, he is our main authority. 

In the present imperfect state of our knowledge of the subject, there 
is perhaps no better method of classifying the Hindu astronomical trea- 
tises than by dividing them into four classes, as follows : first, those 
which profess to be a revelation on the part of some superhuman being ; 
second, those which are attributed to ancient and renowned sages, or to 
other supposititious or impersonal authors ; third, those regarded as the 
works of actual authors, astronomers of an early and uncertain period ; 
fourth, later texts, of known date and authorship, and mostly of a less 
independent and original character. 

I. The first class comprises the Brahma, Surya, Soma, Brhaspati, and 
Narada Siddhantas. 

1. Brahma- Siddhanta. The earliest treatise bearing this name is 
said to have formed a part of the Vishnudharmottara Purana, a work 
which seems to be long since lost, and scarcely remembered except in 
connection with the Siddhknta. The latter, too, is only known by a few 
citations in astronomical writings, and by the treatise of Brahmagupta 
(see below, third class) founded upon it. Another work laying claim to 
the same title is that which we have many times cited above as the 
Qakalya-Sanhita. Sanhita, “ text, comprehensive work,” is a term em- 
ployed to denote a complete course of astronomy, astrology, horoscopy, 
etc. : this treatise, according to the manuscript in our possession, forms 
the second division ( prayna ) of such a course. It professes to be re- 
vealed by Brahma to the semi-divine personage Narada. Of its relation 
to the Surya-Siddhanta we have spoken above (note to viii. 10-12). It 
does not appear to be referred to as an independent work in either of 
the native lists we have given. 

2. Surya-Siddhanta. This is the treatise of which the translation 
has been given above, and of which, accordingly, we do not need to 
speak here more particularly. 

3. Soma- Siddhanta. Judging from its title, this work must profess 
to derive its origin from the moon (soma), as the preceding from the 
sun (surya). Bentley speaks of it as following in the main the system 
of the Surya-Siddhitnta. There is a manuscript of it in the Berlin 
Library (Weber’s Catalogue, No. 840), and Colebrooke seems also to 
have had it in his hands. 

4. Brhaspati- Siddhanta. Brhaspati is the name of a divine person- 
age, priest and teacher of the gods, as also of the planet Jupiter. No 
work bearing this name is mentioned, so far as we can ascertain, by any 
European scholar, although Brhaspati is not infrequently referred to in 
native writings as an authority in astronomical matters. 

5. Narada- Siddhanta. A Naradi-Sanhith, or course of astrology, in 
the Berlin Library (Weber, No. 862), and an occasional reference to 
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Xarada, among otlier divine or mythical personages, as an astronomical 
authority, are all the indications we find justifying the introduction of 
this name into the list of the Cabdakalpadruma. 

II. In the second class we include the Garga, \yasa, Para§ara, Pau- 
lina, Paulastya, and Vasishtha Siddhantas. Garga, Paracara, Vyasa, 
Pulastya, and Vasishtha are prominent among the sages of the ancient 
period" of Hindu history : the two latter are of the number of those who 
give name to the stars in Ursa Major (they are (? and £ respectively). 
They cannot possibly have been the veritable authors of , Siddhantas, or 
works presenting the modern astronomical system of the Hindus : but — 
and this seems to be especially the case with regard to Garga and Par&- 
§ara — one and another of them may have distinguished themselves in 
connection with the older science, and so have furnished some ground 
for the part attributed to them by the later tradition, and for the father- 
ing of astronomical works upon them. 

1. Garga- Sidd h&n ta. Astronomical treatises and commentaries upon 
them occasionally offer citations from Garga (see, for instance, Cole- 
brooke’s Essays, ii. 356 ; Sir William Jones in As. Res., ii. SO 1 ?), but of 
a Siddhanta," or text-book of astronomy, bearing his name, we find 
nowhere any mention excepting in these lists. 

2. Vyasa-Siddhanta. This name, too, is known to ns only from the 
list above given. 

3. Piragara- Siddhanta. According to Bentley, the second chapter 
of the Arya-Siddhanta contains an extract from this work, in which are 
stated the elements of the mean motions of the planets adopted by it. 
The work itself appears to be lost ; unless, indeed, it may have been 
contained in a manuscript of the Mackenzie Collection, which in Wil- 
son’s Catalogue (i. 120) is called Vriddha-Parasara,’ and said to be “ a 
system of astrology, attributed to Parhsara, the father of Vy&sa.” 

4. Pauliga-Siddhanta. The planetary elements of this treatise also 
are preserved in later commentaries, and are stated by Bentley and 
Colebrooke. We have noticed above (note to i. 4-6) that al-Biruni at- 
tributes it to Paulus the Greek ; whence Weber (Ind. Lit., p. 226) con- 
jectures that it was founded upon the Elouywy i) of Paulus Alexandrinus. 
If this account of its origin be correct, the Pulitja to whom the later 
Hindus attribute it is a fictitious personage, whose name is manufactured 
out of Pauliija. The work, it will be seen, is not mentioned in either of 
the lists we have given, its place appearing to be taken by the Pulastya- 
Siddhanta. According to the Hindu tradition, the school represented 
by the Paulica-Siddhanta was the rival of that of Aryabhatta. 

5. Pulastya- Siddhanta. Of this Siddhanta we find mention only in 
such native lists as omit the preceding. Hence we are led to conjecture 
that the two names may indicate the same work ; an attempt, founded 
upon the similarity of the names, having been made by some to attribute 
the Paulica-Siddhanta to a known and acknowledged Hindu sage. 

6. Vasisht.harSiddh&nta. This work is spoken of as actually in ex- 
istence by both Colebrooke and Bentley, and the latter states its sys- 
tem to correspond with that of the Shrya-Siddhanta. More than one 
treatise bearing the name is referred to, the older one being of unknown 
authorship, and the other a later compilation founded upon this, by 
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Vishnu-candra, who is said also to have derived his material in part from 
Aryabhatta. A copy of a Yrddha-Vasishtha-Siddhanta formed a part of 
the Mackenzie Collection (Wilson’s Catalogue, i. 121). 

III. To the third class may be assigned the Siddhantas of Aryabhat- 
ta, Yaraha-mihira, and Brahmagupta, and the Romaka-Siddhanta, as 
well as the later version of the Yasishtha-Siddhanta, last spoken of. 
The first three names are those of greatest prominence and highest im- 
portance in the history of Hindu astronomical science, and there is 
every reason to believe that the sages who bore them lived about the 
time when the modern system may be supposed to have received its 
final and fully developed form, or during the fifth and sixth centuries of 
our era. 

1 . Arya-Siddhanta. The two principal works of Aryabhatta appear 
to have been originally entitled the Arvashtagata, “ work of eight hun- 
dred verses,” and Dagagitika, “work of ten cantos.” Colebrooke knew 
neither of them excepting by citations in other astronomical text-books 
and commentaries. Bentley had in his hands two treatises which he 
calls the Arya-Siddhanta and the Laghu- Arya-Siddhanta, which are pos- 
sibly identical with those above named.* The Berlin Library also con- 
tains (Weber, No. 834) a work which professes to be a commentary on 
the Dacagitika. 

2. Varaha-Siddhanta. The only distinctively astronomical work of 
Yaraha-mihira appears to have been his Panca-siddhantika, or Compen- 
dium of Five Astronomies, of which we have already spoken (note to 
i. 2-3), and which was founded upon the Brahma, Siirya, Pauliga, Va- 
sishtha, and Romaka Siddhantas. It is supposed to be no longer in 
existence, although the astrological works of the same author have been 
carefully preserved, and are without difficulty accessible. 

3. Brahma- Siddhanta. The proper title of the work composed by 
Brahmagupta, upon the foundation of an earlier treatise bearing this 
name, is Brahma-sphuta-Siddhanta, “ corrected Bralima-Siddhanta,” but 
the word sphuta , “ corrected,” is frequently omitted in citing it, as has 
been our own usage in the notes to the Surya-Siddhanta. Colebrooke 
possessed an imperfect copy of it, and it was also in Bentley’s posses- 
sion. Upon it was professedly founded, in the main, the Siddhanta-Qi- 
romani of Bhaskara. 

4. Romaka-Siddhanta. Of the name of this treatise, the only one 
we have thus far met with which is not derived from a real or supposed 
author, we have spoken in the note to i. 4-6. It is said by Colebrooke 
to be by Qrishena, and to have been founded in part upon the original 
Yasishtha-Siddhanta ; its early date is proved by its being one of those 
treated as authorities by Yaraha-mihira. No copy of it seems to have 
have been discovered in later times. 

Our list also mentions a Bhoja-Siddhanta, probably referring to some 
astronomical work published during the reign, and under the patronage, 
of Rhja Bhoja Deva, of Dbara, in the tenth or eleventh century of 
our era. 


* See an article by Fitz-Edward Hall, Esq., On the Arya-SiddhSnta, in a later 
part of this volume. 
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IV. Our fourth ciass is headed^by the Siddhanta-Qiromani, written in 
the twelfth century by Bhaskara Acarya, and founded upon the Brahma- 
Siddhanta of Brahmagupta. Our numerous references to it and cita- 
tions from it indicate the prominent and important position which it 
occupies in the modern astronomical literature of India. For a descrip- 
tion of the numerous commentaries upon it, see Colebrooke’s Hindu 
Algebra, note A (Essays, ii. 450 etc.). 

The longer of the lists given above mentions two or three other 
works of yet later date. Among them the Siddhanta-Sundara is the 
most ancient, having been composed by Jnana-raja at the beginning of 
the sixteenth century. The Graha-Laghava is a treatise of the same 
class, and is highly considered and much used throughout India, although 
omitted from the Puna list. It is of nearly the same date with the 
work last spoken of, being the composition of Ganecja, and dated fake 
1442 (A.D. 1520). The Siddkanta Tattva-Viveka, more usually styled 
the Tattva-Viveka simply, is a century later : it was written by Kama- 
lakara, about A. D. 1620. The SiddMnta-Sarvabhauma dates from very 
nearly the same period, and is the work of Municvara, who is also the 
author of a commentary on the Qiromani, and the son of Ranganatha, 
the commentator on the Surya-Siddhanta. 

This class of astronomical writings might be almost indefinitely ex- 
tended, but the works which have been mentioned appear to be the 
most authoritative and important. 

Of all the treatises whose names we have cited, we know of but three 
which have as yet been published— the Surya-Siddhanta, the Siddhanta- 
Qiromani, and the Graha-Laghava ; the two latter under the auspices of 
the School-Book Society of Calcutta. Prof. Hall’s edition of the Surya- 
Siddhanta, to which reference is made in our Introductory Note, has 
been completed by the addition of a fourth Fasciculus since our own 
publication was commenced, so that we have been able to avail ourselves 
of its valuable assistanee throughout. 

2. p. 142. Ranganatha, in the verses with which he closes his com- 
mentary, states it to have been completed on the same day with the 
birth of his son Municvara, in the gaka year 1525, or A. X>. 1603. For 
his relationship to other well-known authors or commentators of astro- 
nomical treatises, see Oolebrooke’s Essays, ii. 452 etc. Other commenta- 
tors on the Surya-Siddhanta mentioned by Colebrooke are Nrsinha, who 
wrote but a few years later than Ranganatha, and Bhudhara and I)ada 
Blih'i, whose age is not stated. The Mackenzie collection (see Wilson’s 
Catalogue, p. 118 etc ) contained commentaries on the whole or parts of 
the same text by Mallikaijuna, Yellaya, an Aryabhatta, Mammabhatta. 
and Tammaya. " " 


*• P- 14 . 3 \ As no especially suitable opportunity has hitherto offered 
itself for giving in our notes the synonymy of the names of the planets, 
we present here a [the appellations by which they are known in the text 
of the Surya-Siddhanta. 

. The SU ‘\ 1S called by the following names derived from roots signify- 
ing “to shine : arka, bhanu, ravi, vivasvant, surya ; also savitar liter- 
ally “ enlivener, generator"; bhaskara, “light-maker”; dinakara and 
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divakara, “day-maker”; and tigmdngu and tiksh.na.nju , “having hot or 
piercing rays.” 

The moon, besides her ordinary names indu, candra, vidhu, is styled 
nipakara, “ night-maker” ; nipdpati, “ lord of night”; anushnagu , gita- 
gu, gitangu, gitadidhiti, kimarapmi, himangu, himadidhiti , “having cool 
rays” ; and pa cin and gaganka, “marked with a hare” : the Hindu fancy- 
sees the figure of this animal in the spots on the moon’s disk. The 
name soma nowhere directly occurs, but it is implied in the title saumya 
given to Mercury. 

Mercury is styled jna. and budha, “ wise, knowing” ; also capija and 
s&umya, “ son of the moon.” The reason of neither appellation is ob- 
vious. It will be seen below that the moon, the sun, and the earth have 
each of them one of the lesser planets assigned to it as its son : why 
Mercury, Saturn, and Mars were selected, and on what grounds their 
respective parentage was given them, is hitherto entirely unknown. 

Venus has one name, pakra , “ brilliant,” which is derived from her 
actual character : she is also known as bhrgu, which is the name of one 
of the most noted of the ancient sages, or as bhrguja or bhdrgava, 
“ son of Bhrgu.” 

Mars has likewise a single appellation, angaraka, “ coal,” which is 
given him on account of his fiery burning light : all his other titles, 
namely kuja, bhuputra, bhumiputra, bhusuta, bhduma , mark him as “ son 
of the earth.” 

Jupiter is known as brhaspalt, which is, as already more than once 
noticed, the name of a divine personage, priest and teacher among the 
gods; the word means originally “lord of worship.” The planet also 
receives some of his titles, namely guru, “preceptor,” and amarejya, 
“ teacher of the immortals.” The only other name given to it, jiva, 
“ living,” is of doubtful origin. 

Saturn has two appellations, each represented by several forms ; 
namely “ son of the sun,” or arkaja, arki, suryatanaya ; and “ the slow- 
moving," or manda, gani, canaigcara. 

All these names, it will be noticed, are of native Hindu origin, and 
have nothing to do with the appellations given by other nations to the 
planets. In the Hindu astrological writings, however, even those of a 
very early period (see 'Weber’s Ind. Stud., ii. 261), appear, along with 
these, other titles which are evidently derived from those of the 
Greeks. 

4. p. 146. We have everywhere cited Bentley’s work on Hiudu 
astronomy according to the London edition of it (8vo., 1825), the only 
one to which we have had access. 

In a few instances, where we have not specified the part of Bhaskara’s 
■Siddhanta-Qiromani to which we refer, the Ganitadhyaya, or properly 
astronomical portion of it, is intended. 

5. p. 161. For the convenience of any who may desire to make a 
more detailed examination of the elements of the mean motions of the 
planets adopted in this treatise, and to work out the results deducible 
from them, we present them in the following table in a more exact form. 
We give the mean time of sidereal revolution, in mean solar days, and 
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the amount of mean motion, in seconds, during a day, and also during 
a Julian year, of 305^ mean solar days. 


Mean Motions of the Planets. 


Planet. 

Time of 

sidereal revolution. 

Mean daily motion. 

Mean yearly motion 

Sun, 

d 

365.25375648 

3,548.16956 

1,295,968.931 

Mercury, 

87.96970228 

14,732.34496 

5,380,988.996 

Venus, 

22469856755 

5,767.72702 

2,106,662.295 

Mars, 

686.99749394 

1,886.46976 

689,033.081 

Jupiter, 

4,332.32065235 

299.14683 

109,263.381 

Saturn, 

Moon, 

10,765.773074s 1 

1 20.381 5i 

43,969.346 

eider, rev., 

27.32167416 

47,434.86773 

17,325,585.437 

synod, rev,, 

29.53058795 

43,886.69817 

16,029,616.507 

apsis, 

3,232.09367415 

400.97848 

146,457.389 

node. 

6,794.39983121 

190.74532 

69,669.730 


6 . p. 161. The system of the Surya-Siddhhnta, so far as concerns 
the mean motions of the planets, the date of the last general conjunc- 
tion, and the frequency of its recurrence, is also that of the Qakalya- 
SanhitA It is likewise presented, according to Bentley (Hind. Astr., p. 
116), by the Soma and Vasishtha Siddhantas. Sojar as can be gath- 
ered from the elements of the Paulica and Laghu-Arya Siddhantas, as 
reported by Colebrooke and Bentley, these treatises, too, followed a simi- 
lar system ; the revolutions of the planets in an Age, as stated by them, 
where they differ from those of the Surya-Siddhanta, always differ by a 
number which is a multiple of four. Some of the astronomical text- 
books, however, have constructed their systems in a somewhat different 
manner. Thus the Siddhanta-firomani, following the authority of 
Brahmagupta and of the earlier Brahma-Siddhanta, makes the planets 
commence their motions together at the star £ Piscium at the very com- 
mencement of the -iEon, and return to a general conjunction at the same 
point only after the lapse of the whole period of 4,320,000,000 years. 
The same is the case with the Arya and Paraqara Siddhantas : they too, 
as reported by Bentley (Hind. Astr., pp. 148, 150), state the revolutions 
of the planets for the whole -Ton only, and in numbers which have no 
common divisor, so that they assume no briefer cycle of conjunction. 
But they all, at the same time, take special notice of the commence- 
ment of the Iron Age, which they make to begin at the moment of mean 
sunrise at Lanka, and manage to effect very nearly a general conjunc- 
tion at the time of its occurrence, as is shown by the table at the end 
of this note, in which are presented the positions of all the planets, and 
of the moon’s apsis and node, as stated by them for that moment. ' 

Vi e insert these data here, because they seem to us to furnish ground 
for important conclusions respecting the comparative antiquity of the 
two systems. The commencement of the Iron Age, which to the one 
is of cardinal importance as an astronomical epoch, is to the other 
simply a chronological era, having no astronomical significance. Now 
ifj as has been shown m our notes to be altogether probable, that epoch 
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is in fact of astronomical origin, being arrived at by retrospective calcu- 
lation of the planetary motions, we can hardly avoid the conclusion that 
the system which presents it in its true character is the more ancient 
and original. This conclusion is strengthened by the notice taken of 
the epoch by the Siddhanta-firomani and its kindred treatises. We do 
not see how their treatment of it is to be explained, excepting upon the 
supposition that a general conjunction at that time was already so firmly 
established as a fundamental dogma of the Hindu astronomy, that they 
were compelled, even while rejecting the theory of brief cycles and re- 
curring conjunctions, to pay it homage by so constructing their elements 
that these should exhibit at least a very near approach to a conjunction 
at the moment. We are clearly of opinion, therefore, that, apart from 
all consideration of the relative age of the separate treatises, the system 
represented by the Surya-Siddhanta is the more ancient. 


Mean Places of the Planets, 6 o'c A.M. at Ujjayini, Feb. 1 8<A, B. (7.3102. 


Planet. 

' 

Siddhanta-tjiromani. j 

Arya-Siddhanta. 

P&rSgara-SiddhaQta. 


S 

o 

• 

" i 

8 

0 

' 

" 

s 

0 

r 

" 

Sun, 

o 

o 

O 

0 I 

O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

O 

O 

0 

Mercury, 

Ii 

27 

2 4 

29 j 

II 

21 

21 

36 

1 1 

21 

17 

17 

Venus, 

1 1 

38 

42 

i4 | 

I I 

27 

7 

12 

II 

26 

58 

34 

Mars, 

II 

39 

3 

5o , 

O 

O 

O 

O 

II 

29 

1 4 

38 

Jupiter, 

II 

39 

27 

36 

II 

27 

7 

12 

II 

27 

2 

53 

Saturn, 

II 

28 

46 

34 ! 

O 

0 

O 

O 

II 

28 

57 

22 

Moon, 

o 

0 

O 

0 1 

O 

O 

O 

O 

0 

O 

10 

48 

“ apsis. 

4 

5 

29 

46 1 

4 

3 

5o 

24 

4 

5 

12 

29 

“ node, 

5 

3 

12 

58 i 

5 

2 

38 

24 

5 

2 

49 

12 


7 . p. 164. We present in the annexed table, in the same form as 
above (note 5), the elements of the mean motions of the planets as cor- 
rected by the bija. 


Mean Motions of the Planets, as corrected by the bija. 


Planet. 

Time of 

sidereal revolution. 

Mean daily motion. 

Mean yearly motion. 

Mercury, 

d 

87.96978075 

14,732.33182 

5,380,984.196 : 

Venus, 

234.69895152 

5,767.71717 

2,106,658.695 ’ 

Jupiter, 

4,332.4i58i277 

299.14026 

109,260.981 j 

Saturn, 

10,764.89171783 

120.39136 

43,972.946 j 

Moon’s apsis, 

3,232.120x5592 

400.97519 

l46,456.l89 | 

“ node. 

6,794 38280845 

190.74861 

69,670.930 ' 


8. p. 166. At the time when we wrote our note, we had not observed 
that Bentley himself explains, in a foot-note to page 111 of his work, 
this apparent error. In the case of Mercury, since the number of revo- 
lutions as stated by the text of our treatise did not yield him the result 
which he desired, he has quietly taken the liberty of altering it from 
17,937,060 to 17,937,024, assuming, as his justification, an error of the 
copyists which has not the slightest plausibility, and ignoring the fact 
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that the correctness of the former number is avouched by its occurrence 
in other treatises. It is highly characteristic of Bentley, that he has 
thus arbitrarily amended one of the data upon which he rests the most 
important of his general conclusions, a conclusion which, but for such 
emendation, would be not a little weakened or modified. Any one can 
see for himself, upon referring to our table given on page 188, with how 
much plausibility Bentley is able to deduce, from the dates of its fourth 
column, the year A.D. 1091 as that of the composition of the Surya- 
Siddhanta. We have been solicitous to allow Bentley all the credit we 
possibly could for his labors upon the Hindu astronomy, but we cannot 
avoid expressing here our settled conviction that, as an authority upon 
the subject, he is hardly more to be trusted than Bailly himself, that his 
work must be used with the extremest caution, and that his determina- 
tion of the successive epochs in the history of astronomical science in 
India is from beginning to end utterly worthless. 

9 . p. 167. ~We have not fulfilled our promise to recur in the eighth 
chapter to the subject of the sun’s error of position, because we felt our- 
selves incompetent-to cast at present any valuable light upon it. Noth- 
ing but a careful and thorough sifting and comparison of all the earliest 
treatises, together with the traditions preserved by the commentators, 
and the practical methods of construction of the calendar, is likely to 
settle the question as to the manner in which the elements of the plan- 
etary orbits were originally made up. 

10 . p. 168. In making out our comparative table of sidereal revolu- 
tions, we have calculated the column for Ptolemy as we conceive that 
he would himself have calculated it, had he been called upon to do so. 
M. Biot, having in view an object different from ours, has carefully re- 
vised Ptolemy’s processes (see his Traite Eleraentaire d’Astronomie 
Physique, 3 me ed., v. 37-71), and has deduced from the latter’s original 
data what he regards as the true times of sidereal revolution of the pri- 
mary planets furnished by them; his periods are accordingly slightly 
different from those presented in our table. 

Colebrooke (As. Res., xii. 246 ; Essays, ii. 412) has also given a com- 
parative table of the daily motions of the planets, but has committed in 
it the gross error of setting side by side the sidereal rates of motion of 
the Hindu text-books and the tropical rates of Ptolemy and Lalande. 
Of course, his data being incommensurable, the conclusions he draws 
from their comparison are erroneous. 

11 . p. 171. We add, in the following table, a comparison of the po- 
sitions of the apsides and nodes of the planets as stated in our treatise — 
being those which are adopted, with unimportant variations, by all the 
schools of Hindu astronomy — with those laid down by Ptolemy in his 
Syntaxis. The latter we give as stated by Ptolemy for his own" period, 
without reducing them to their value in distances from the initial point 
of the Hindu sphere. The actual distance of that point, or of the 
vernal equinox of A. 13. 560, from the vernal equinox of Ptolemy’s time, 
is about 5^°. We should remark also that Ptolemy does not state 
expressly and distinctly the positions of the nodes : we derive them from 
the rules given by him, in the sixth chapter of his thirteenth Book, for 
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calculating the latitude of the planets : not being, however, altogether 
confident of our correct understanding and interpretation of those rules. 


Positions of the Apsides and Nodes of the Planets. 


| Planet. 

Surya- 

SiddMnta. 

Ptolemy. 

Difference. 

1 Apsides: 


t 




i 

< i 

Sun, 

77 

i5 

65 

3o 

+ 11 

45 1 

Mercury, 

220 

26 

190 

° 

+ 3o 

26 

Y enjis, 

79 

49 

55 

0 

+ 24 

49 

Mars, 

i3o 

1 

1 1 5 

3o 

+ .4 

3i 

J upiter, 

17 . 

16 

161 

0 

+ 10 

l 6 

Saturn, 

Nodes : 

236 

38 

233 

0 

+ 3 

38 

Mercury, 

20 

44 

IO 

0 

+ IO 

44 

V enus, , 

5 9 

45 

55 

0 

+ 4 

45 

Mars, 

4o 

4 

25 

3o 

+ 14 

34 

Jupiter, 

79 

4i 

5i 

0 

+ 28 

4 1 

Saturn, 

IOO 

25 

i83 

0 

-82 

35 


It will be perceived that the differences here are not so great as to ex.- 
elude the supposition of a connected origin. We do not ourselves be- 
lieve that the Hindus were ever sufficiently skilled in observation, or in 
the discussion of the results of observation, to be able to derive such 
data for themselves, or even intelligently to modify and improve them, 
when obtained from other sources. In order, however, fully to under- 
stand the relation of the Hindu to the Greek science in this part, we re- 
quire to know, first, what were the positions assigned to the apsides and 
nodes by Greek astronomers prior to Ptolemy, and secondly, what were 
their actual positions at the periods in question. Upon the first point 
no information appears to have been handed down to our times ; and as 
regards the other, we have not found any modern determination of the 
desired data, and are not ourselves at present in a situation to undertake 
so intricate and laborious a calculation. 

12 . p, 173. The era of the kali yuga, or Iron Age, is not in prac- 
tical use among the Hindus of the present day : two others, of a less 
remote date, are ordinarily employed by them in the giving of dates. 
These are styled the eras of Calivahana and of Vikramaditya respect- 
ively, from two sovereigns so named : their origin and historical sio-nifi- 
cance are matters of much doubt and controversy. The years of the 
era of Calivahana are, according to Warren (Kala Sankalita, p. 381 and 
elsewhere), solar years : their reckoning commences after the lapse of 
3179 complete years of the Iron Age, or early in April, A.D. 78 : the 
1782nd year, accordingly, coinciding with the 4961st of the Iron Age, 
commenced, as is shown by the table on p. 174, April 12th, 1859, and 
ended April 11th, 1860. The years of this era are generally cited as 
paka or gaka years. In the other era, the luni-solar reckoning is followed 
(W arren, as above, p. 391 and elsewhere) ; and its first year began with 
the 3045th of the Iron Age, or early in 58 B. C. : its 1962nd year, coin- 
ciding with the 4961st of the remoter era, commenced (see table on p. 
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174) April 4th, 1859, and ended March 22nd, 1860. The years of this 
era are called and quoted as samvatsara years, or, by abbreviation, sim- 
ply samvat. 

13 . p. 183. M. Vivien de St. Martin (in Julien’s Memoires de Hiouen- 
Thsang, ii. 258) supposes the value of the li in use in China during the 
seventh century to have been about 329 metres, or 1080 English feet. 
This would make the values of the three kinds of yojana mentioned by 
the Buddhist traveller to be 8£, 6-J, and 3^- English miles respectively. 

14 . p. 188. In the first table upon this page, we have, by an over- 
sight, given the earth’s heliocentric longitude, instead of the sun’s geo- 
centric longitude. To the sun’s place as stated, accordingly, should be 
added 180°. 

15 . p.196. M. Biot (Journal des Savants, 1859, p. 409) suggests that 

the Hindus, like Albategnius, obtained their sines directly from the 
chords of Hipparchus or Ptolemy. This may not be an altogether im- 
possible supposition, but it is at least an unnecessary one, for they cer- 
tainly had geometry enough, at the time of the elaboration of their 
astronomical system, to construct their table independently. Our notes 
have presented Delambre’s view of the method of its construction and 
the reason of its limitation to arcs which are multiples of 3° 45'. "We 
cannot but feel, however, upon maturer consideration, that the correct- 
ness of that view is very questionable ; that the Hindus could probably 
have made out a more complete table if they had chosen to do so ; and 
that a sufficient reason is found for their selection of the arc of 3° 45' 
in the fact that it is a natural subdivision of a recognized unit, the arc of 
30°, while the series of twenty-four sines was sufficiently full and accu- 
rate for their uses. We have been at the pains to calculate the complete 
series of Hindu sines from Ptolemy’s table of chords, assuming the value 
of radius to be 3438', in order to test the question whether there were 
any correspondence of errors between them which should prove the one 
to be derived from the other : our results are as follows. In five of the 
instances (the 14tli, 15th, 19th, 22nd, and 23rd sines of the table) in 
Which the value of the Hindu sine exceeds the truth, Ptolemy supports 
the error; in the other three cases (the 16th, 17th, and 18th sines), 
Ptolemy affords the correct value ; to the 6th sine, also, which by the 
Hindus is made too small, Ptolemy’s table gives its true value, but the 
next following sine he makes too great (namely 1520.59, which would 
give 1521, instead of 1520); this is his only independent error. The 
evidence yielded by the comparison may be regarded as not altoo-ether 
unequivocal. ‘ “ 

For the benefit of any who may desire to make practical use of the 
Hindu sines, in calculations conducted according to the processes of the 
Shrya-Siddhanta, we give, upon the opposite page, a more detailed table 
of them than has been presented hitherto, with such sets of differences 
annexed as will enable the calculator readily to find the sine of any 
given arc, or the reverse, without resorting to the laborious proportions 
by which the text contemplates that they should in each case be deter- 
mined.. Such a table, we have ourselves found highly useful, and even 
almost indispensable, in connection with our own calculations. 




1 0.849 

2 I.698 

3 2.54? 

4 3.396 

5 4 M 4 

1 0.8x3 

2 1.627 

3 2.44o 

4 3.253 

5 4 067 

1 0.773 

2 1.547 

3 2.320 

4 3.093 

5 3.867 


4 i 2.916 

5 1 3.644 

1 0.684 

2 1 .369 

3 2.o53 

4 2.738 

5 3.422 


1 0.582 

2 1. 164 

3 1.747 

4 2.329 

5 2.911 


3006.27 ' 2 1 c 

3034.58 ' 3 1 1 

4 1 

3062.80 | r \ 

5 : 

3o84 

3090.20 1 1 
3ix5 3 1 

3139.80 3 

3164.60 5 

3177 — - 

3187.53 1 

3208.60 2 

3229.67 
3250.74 5 
3256 — 

3269 * 

3286.33 3 

3303.6 7 4 
3321 A. 
3334-60 1 

3348.20 3 

3361.80 4 

3372 A. 

3374.47 1 

3384.33 3 

3394.20 
3404.07 5 
3409 — ■ 
3411.93 1 

3417.80 3 

3423.67 ^ 
3429 53 5 
343 1 

3432.40 1 
3434.27 3 
3436. 1 3 4 
3438 1 5 
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In explaining how the Hindus may hare arrived at their empirical 
rule, as laid down in verses 15 and 16, for the development of the series 
of sines, we have also, as mentioned in our note, followed the guidance 
of Delambre. Prof. Newton, however, is of opinion that the rule in 
question was probably obtained by direct geometrical demonstration, in 
some such method as the following, which is much more in accordance 
with the mathematical processes exhibited or implied in other parts of 
the Surya-Siddhanta. 

In the quadrant AB (Fig. 34), let B F, BD, and BE be three arcs, of 

which each exceeds its predecessor 
by the equal increment D F or D E ; 
and let F m, D l, and E k be their 
sines, increasing by the unequal dif- 
ferences D A and E g. Now as ED 
and D F are small arcs (they are 
shown in the figure of three times 
the proportional length of the arcs 
of difference of the Hindu table), 
ED <7 and D F A may be regarded as 
plane triangles, and the angles made 
by C D at D as right angles : hence 
the angles E Dy and CD/ are equal, 

\ the triangles ED <7 and CD/ are 
similar, and ED: E«j»: : C D : C/; or 
1 1 Ey=ED.C/-fCD. In like man- 

ner, D A— E D.C m-y-C D. There- 
fore D A — E<7 = E D.Z m-7-C D ; and E^, which is the amount by 
which E£ exceeds D /, equals D A — (E D./ m~C D). But, by simi- 
larity of the triangles CD/ and D F A, FA, or / m, equals E D.D Z-j- 
CD; and hence E D./m-j-CD = (ED 2 -^-C D 2 ) D Z, or (ED-j- 
C D) 2 D /. Now when E D equals 225' and C D 3438', ED-|-CD = 
tV nearly (or exactly and (ED-|-CD) 2 =j|^ nearly (more 

exactly, Hence E £=D / -j- D A — D /, which is equiva- 

lent to the Hindu rule. 



_ "W hen we wrote the note to the passage of the text relating to the 
lines, we assumed that the rule as there stated would give the series of 
sines, having found upon trial that it held good for the first few terms of 
the series. But, it having been pointed out to us by Prof. Newton that 
the adoption of as the value of ED-f CD could not but lead to 
palpably erroneous results, we carried our calculations farther, and found 
that only five of the sines following the first one can be deduced from 
it by the processes prescribed ; that with the seventh sine begins a dis- 
cordance between the table and the result of calculation by° the rule, 
which goes on increasing to the end, where it amounts to as much as 
70 in the value obtained for radius. 

This untoward circumstance, which may be regarded as a trait highly 
characteristic of a Hindu astronomical treatise, seems to us rather to 
favor the opinion that the rule is the result of construction and demon- 
stration, and not empirically deduced from a consideration of the actual 
second differences. In the latter case we should more naturally suppose 
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that it would have been tested throughout by actual trial ; while, if it 
had been arrived at in the manner above explained, an application of it 
to the first few members only of the series might more easily have been 
accepted as a sufficient test of its correctness. 

16. p. 203. We are not sure that the name bhuja may not origin- 
ally and properly belong rather to the arc than to its chord or sine. It 
comes from a root bhuj, “ bend,” and signifies primarily “ a bend, curve,” 
being applied also to designate the arm on account of the latter’s sup- 
pleness or flexibility. The word koti also most frequently means “the 
end or horn of a bow.” We might, then, look upon the relations of the 
arc ( dhanus , capa, karmuka) and its parts and appurtenances as follows. 
The whole arc taken into account is (Fig. 2, p. 203) Q R S : of this, B R C 
is the bhuja, curve or bow proper, while B Q and C S are its two kotis 
or horns : B C is the chord or bow-string (jya etc.), or, more distinct- 
ively, the bhujajya; which name, by substitution for jy&rdha, is also ap- 
plied to either of its halves, BH or HC: BF or CL is in like manner 
the kot.ijyh ; R H, finally, the versed sine, is the “ arrow” (fara, ishu) • 
by this name it is often known in other treatises, although not once so 
styled in this Siddhanta. If this view be correct, the terms bhuja and 
koti as applied to the base and perpendicular of a right-angled triangle, 
are given them on account of their relation to one another as sine and 
cosine, while the synonyms of bhuja, namely ba.hu and dos, are employed 
on account only of their agreement with it in the signification “ arm,” 
and not in that which gives it its true application. For koti the treatise 
affords no synonyms. 

17. p. 207. M. Delarabre, in his History of Ancient Astronomy (i. 
462 etc)., has subjected to a detailed examination the rules of the Surya- 
Siddhanta for the calculation of the equations of the centre for the sun 
and moon, has reduced them to a single formula, and has calculated for 
each degree of a quadrant the values of the equations, comparing them 
with those furnished by the Hindu tables, as reported by Davis (As. Res., 
ii. 255-256). M. Biot has more recently, in the Journal des Savants 
for 1859 (p. 384 etc.), taken up the same subject anew, especially point- 
ing out, and illustrating by figures and calculations, the error of the 
Hindus in assuming the variation of the equation to be the same in all 
the four quadrants of mean revolution. 

18. p. 220. Neither Delambre nor Biot (both as above cited), nor 
any other western savant who has treated of the Hindu astronomy, has 
found any means of accounting for the variation of dimensions of the 
planetary epicycles. In its present form and extent, indeed, it seems to 
defy explanation : we can only conjecture that it may be an unintelli- 
gent and reasonless extension to all the planets, and to both classes of 
epicycles, of a correction originally devised and applied only in one or 
two special cases. According to Colebrooke (As. Res., xii. 235 etc. ; 
Essays, ii. 400 etc.), there ^discordance among the different Hindu au- 
thorities upon this point. Aryabhatta agrees with the Surya-Siddhanta 
throughout; Brahmagupta and Bhaskara make the epicvcles only of 
Yenus and Mars variable ; Muniqvara, in the Siddhanta-Sarvabh^uma, 
regards all the epicycles as invariable. 
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19. p. 236. Our suggestion of a possible derivation of the term yoga 
from the “sum” of the. longitudes of the sun and moon is unquestion- 
ably erroneous. That term is to be understood here in the sense of 
“junction, conjunction,” and the conception upon -which is founded its 
application to the periods in question is that of a conjunction (yoga) of 
the moon with the twenty -seven asterisms ( nakshatra ) in their order, ot- 
her successive continuance in their respective portions. Only the sys- 
tem is divorced from any actual connection with the asterisms ; for while 
the latter are stellar groups, having fixed positions in the heavens, they 
are here treated as if the twenty-seven-fold division of the ecliptic found- 
ed upon them had no natural limits, but was to be reckoned from the 
actual position of the sun at any given moment. 

According to Warren (Kala Sankalita, p. 74), the names of the twenty- 
seven yogas, as given by us on page 236, are also applied by the Hin- 
dus to the junction-stars ( yogatara ) of the asterisms (with the omission, 
of course, of Abhijit) : for which see the notes to the eighth chapter. 
This fact we do not find noticed elsewhere ; possibly the usage is a local 
one only. 

Of the twenty-eight yogas of the other system, to which the Surya- 
Siddhanta makes no reference, the names are given by Colebrooke as 
follows : 

i. Ananda. io. Mudgara. 19. Siddhi. 

а. KSladanda. 11. Chattra. ao. £ubha. 

3 . Dhumra. ia. Maitra. ai. Amrta. 

4 . Prajapati. i 3 . Jtenasa. a a. Musala. 

5. Saumya. 1 4. Fadma. a3. Gada. 

б. DhvAnksba. i 5 . Lambaka. 24. Matanga. 

7. Dhvaja. 16. Gtpata. 25. RAkshasa. 

8. (jrivatsa. 17. Mrtyu. 26. Cara. 

9. Vajra. 18. Kana. 27. Stbira. 

28. Pravardba. 

Colebrooke says farther : “ The foregoing list is extracted from the 
Batnamala of (jripati. He adds the rule hy which the yogas are reg- 
ulated. On a Sunday, the nakshatras answer to the yogas in their 
natural order; viz. Acvini to Ananda, Bharani to Kaladanda, etc. But, 
on a Monday, the first yoga (Ananda) corresponds to Mrgagiras, the 
second to Ardra, and so forth. On a Tuesday, the nakshatra which 
answers to the first yoga is Aclesha; on Wednesday, Hasta ; on Thurs- 
day, Ariuradha ; on Friday, Uttara-Ashadha ; and' on Saturday, Cata- 
bhishaj.” 

This is by no means a clear and sufficient explanation of the charac- 
ter and use of the system, yet we seem to see distinctly from it that this, 
no less than the other system, is cut off from any actual connection with 
the twenty-eight asterisms, since the succession of the yogas is made to 
depend upon the day of the week, while the week stands in no constant 
and definable relation to the motion of the moon. 

30. p. 246. In stating that the Surya-Siddhanta furnished no hint of 
the precession excepting in this passage, we failed to notice that in one 
other place, namely in connection with the rules for finding the time 
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when the declinations of the sun and moon are equal (xi. 6), the pre- 
cession is distinctly ordered to be calculated, and in terms which con- 
tain an evident reference to those in which the fact of the precession is 
here stated. The exception, however, is one which goes to prove, rather 
than overthrow, the general rule : the process in which we are for once 
favored with explicit directions upon the point in question is the one of 
all others in the work the most trivial, and the chapter which contains it 
furnishes, as pointed out by us in the notes, good reason to suspect late 
alterations and interpolations. We do not, then, regard the statement 
made in our note as requiring to be either retracted or seriously modi- 
fied. Nor do we, although fully appreciating the difficulty of assuming 
that the original elaborators of the general Hindu system can have been 
ignorant of, or ignored, the precession, regret the force and distinctness 
with which we have stated the circumstances which appear to favor that 
assumption. Whether it he true or false, there is much in connection 
with the subject which is strange, and demands explanation : and that 
can only be satisfactorily given wdien there shall have been attained a 
more thorough comprehension of the early history and the varying forms 
of the science in India. 

21 . p. 258. The commentary frequently styles the sine of altitude 
mahaganku, “great gnomon,” to distinguish it from the cankit, “gno- 
mon.” 

22 . p. 275. Our statement that the Surya-Siddhanta employs only 
the term graha to designate the planets requires a slight modification. 
In one instance (ii. 69) they are called khac&rin, and in one other (ix. 9) 
khacara, both words signifying “moving in the ether” (see xii. 23, 81). 

23 . p. 282. This use of the word prad, “ east, east point,” appears 
to he taken from the projections of eclipses, as directed to be drawn in 
the sixth chapter. Thus, in the figure there given (Fig. 27, p. 301), 
E M and v M represent the directions of the equator and" ecliptic with 
reference to one another at the moment of first contact, and E and v 
are the east-points (pracl) of those lines respectively : the arc E v, or 
the “interval of the two east-points,” is the measure of the angle which 
the two lines make with one another at the given time. 

24 . p. 285. As promised above, we present here, by way of appen- 
dix to the fourth chapter of our translation and notes, a 

Calculation, according to the Data and Methods of the Slrya- 

SlDDHANTA, OF THE LuNAR ECLIPSE OF FEBRUARY 6 tH, 1860, 

FOR THE LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE OF WASHINGTON. 

Bailly, in his work on the Hindu astronomy (p. 355 etc.), presents 
several calculations of eclipses by Hindu methods, namely of the lunar 
eclipse of July 29th, 1730, of the lunar eclipse of June l*7th, 1704, and 
of the solar eclipse of Nov. 29th, 1704. But, owing to his imperfect 
comprehension of the character and meaning of many of the processes, 
and owing to his incessant use of Hindu terms in the most barbarous 
transcriptions, without explanations, his intended illustrations are only 
with difficulty intelligible, and are exceedingly irksome to study. Davis, 
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in his first valuable article in the Asiatic Researches (ii. 273 etc.), has 
also furnished a calculation of a lunar eclipse, as made by native astron- 
omers, comparing their results, obtained by several different methods, 
with the actual elements of the eclipse, as given by the Nautical Alma- 
nac. As it seemed desirable to give a like practical illustration of the 
Hindu methods of calculation, in connection with this fuller exposition 
of their foundation and meaning, and by way of an additional test of the 
accuracy of the results which the system is in condition to furnish, we 
have selected for the purpose the partial eclipse of the moon which oc- 
curred on the evening of Feb. 6th, 1860. Our calculations are made 
according to the elements of our text alone, without adding, like Davis, 
the correction of the bija, since our object is to illustrate the text itself, 
and not the modern system as altered from it. The course of the suc- 
cessive steps of our processes may not everywhere strictly accord with 
that which would be pursued by a native astronomer, as we take the 
rules of the text and apply them according to our own conception of 
their connection. 

We omit the preliminary tentative processes, and conceive ourselves 
to have ascertained that, at the time of full moon in the month Magba, 
I. A. 4961 (see page 174), or samvat 1917 (see add. note 12), the moon 
will be eclipsed. 

I. To find the sum of days ( ahargana , dinar a fi) for mean midnight 
next preceding full moon. 

The sixth day of February, 1860, being the day of full moon ( purni - 
m&), is the fifteenth day of the first, or light, half of the lunar month 
Magha, the eleventh month of the year, as is shown by the table on 
page 174. The time, then, for which we are to find the sum of days, is 
4960V 10 m 14 J , reckoning (i. 56) only from the commencement of the 
Iron Age. For this period the sum of days, as found by the processes 
already sufficiently illustrated in the notes to i. 48-51, is 1,811,981 days. 

II. To find the mean longitude of the sun and moon, and of the 
moon’s apsis. 

The proportions (i. 53) 

r 4,32o,ooo : 496o rev 93 23° 17' 1" 

'.577, 9 1 7,828: 1,811,981 ::4 57,753^*36: 66, 3jorev 3, 9 0 44' 19" 

( 488,203: 56i"w r> i3° 43' 1" 

give us — rejecting whole revolutions, and deducting 3 s from the motion 
of the moon’s apsis, for its position at the epoch (see note to i. 56-58) — 
the mean longitudes required. These are for the time of mean midnight 
at Ujjayini : to fin’! them for mean midnight at Washington, which is 
distant from Ujjayini 16717.28, upon a parallel of latitude 39367.75 in 
circumference (note to i. 63-65), we add to the position of each f 

or .42453 of its mean motion during a sidereal day. This correction is 
styled the defantaraphala. We have, then, 

Long, at Ujjay. Correction. Long, at Wasli’n 

93 2 3°i 7 ' I " + 2 5' 2" = 9,23° 42' 3" 

3» 9° 44' 19' + 5 ° 34' 43" = 3. i5° 19' 2" 

io«i3°43'i" -f 2' 5o" = iosi3°45'5i" 


Sun, 

Mood, 

Moon’s apsis, 
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The place of the sun’s apsis remains as already found for Jan. 1st 
(note to ii. 39) : 

Longitude of sun’s apsis, as 17° 17' 24" 

In applying here the correction for difference of meridian, as well as 
in all other processes of the whole calculation into which the amounts 
of motion of the planets etc. during fractions of a day enter as elements, 
we have derived those amounts from the motions during a sidereal day, 
and not, as in the illustrative processes of our notes, during a mean so- 
lar day. The divisions of the day given in the text (i. 11-12) are dis- 
tinctly stated to be those of sidereal time, and all the rules of the treat- 
ise are constructed accordingly (see, for instance, ii. 59). It is evident, 
then, that in making any proportion in which is involved the amount of 
motion during 60 nadis, that amount is to be regarded as the motion 
during a sidereal day only. In overlooking in our notes the difference 
between the tw'o, we have followed the example of all the illustrations of 
Hindu methods of calculation known to us. The difference is, indeed, 
in a Hindu process, of very small account; but we have preferred, in 
making this calculation, to follow' what we conceive to be the exacter 
method. The mean motions during a sidereal day of the bodies con- 
cerned in a lunar eclipse are as follows : 

Sun, 58' 58" 28'" 55"" 

Moon, i3° 8' 25" 21'" 21"" 

Moon’s apsis, 6' 39" 53"' 1"" 

Moon’s node, 3' 10" i3'" 28"" 


III. To find the true longitudes and motions of the sun and moon f 
]. To find the sun’s true longitude (note to ii. 39) : 


Longitude of sun’s apsis, 

deduct sun’s mean longitude (ii. 29), 
Sun’s mean anomaly ( krndra ), 

Arc determining the sine (bhnja — ii. 30), 
Sine of sun’s mean anomaly bltuj"jyd), 
Corrected epicycle (ii. 3S), 

Equation ( bhajajyaphala — ii. 39), 
add to sun’s mean longitude, 

Sun’s true longitude. 


2» T7 0 17' 24" 
9» 23° 42' 3" 

4. 2 3° 35' 2 1 " 
36° 25' 

20 4o' 
i3° 48' 

+ i° 18' 

9« 23° 42' 

9 s 25° o' 


2. To find the moon’s true longitude (note to ii. 39) : 


Longitude of moon’s apsis, 
deduct moon’s mean longitude. 

Moon’s mean anomaly, 

Arc determining the sine, 

Sine of moon’s mean anomaly. 
Corrected epicycle, 

Equation, 

deduct from moon’s mean loDgitude, 
Moon’s true longitude, 


ios 1 3° 45' 5i" 
3s 1 5° 19' 2" 

6 » 28° 26' 49" 

28° 27 ' 
1637' 

3i° 5o' 

— 1 ° 25' 

3s :5° 19' 


3« 12 0 54' 
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3. To find the sun’s true rate of motion (ii. 48-49) : 


Sun’s mean motion in 60 n&dis, 58' 58" 

Sine of sun’s mean anomaly, 2040' 

Difference of sines, i83' 

Daily increase of sine of anomaly, • 47' 58" 

Equation of motion, + i' 5o" 

add to sun’s mean motion, 58' 58" 


Sun’s true motion, 6o' 48" 

4. To find the moon’s true rate of motion (ii. 47-49) : 

Moon’s mean motionin 60 nadis, 788' 25" 

deduct motion of apsis (ii. 47), 6' 4o" 

Daily increase of moon’s mean anomaly, 781' 45" 

Sine of moon’s mean anomaly, 1637' 

Difference of sines, 199' 

Daily increase of sine of anomaly, 691' 25" 

Equation of motion, + 61' 8" 

add to moon’s mean motion, 788' 25" 

Moon’s true motion, 849' 33" 


IY. To find the interval between the given instant of midnight and 
the end of the half-month, or the moment of opposition in longitude of 
the sun and moon, which is the middle of the eclipse. 

At the instant of mean midnight preceding full moon, we have found 
the true longitudes of the sun and moon, and their distance in longitude, 
td be as follows : 


Sun’s true longitude, 
Moon’s do., 

Distance in longitude, 


9* 25° o' 
3 s 12 0 54' 

6 s 12 0 6' 


Hence we see that the moon has still 12° 6' to gain upon the sun. We 
have also found their true rates of motion, and the difference of those 
rates, to be as follows : 

Moon’s true motion, 849' 33" 

Sun’s do., 60' 48" 

Moon’s daily gain, 788' 45" 

Now we make the proportion : if the moon in 60 nadis gains upon 
the sun 788' 45", in how many nadis will she gain her present distance 
in longitude from the sun ? or 

788' 45" : 6on : : 726' : 55° 13' 3p 

It thus appears that the time of opposition is 55 n 13' 3 p after mean 
midnight of Feb. 5-6. This result, however, requires correction, for 
the moon’s motion has become sensibly accelerated during so long an 
interval, and we find, upon calculation, that she is then 2' past the point 
of opposition. A repetition of the same process shows that it is neces- 
sary to deduct 10 v 3 p from the time stated. Then, at 55° 3 V after mean 
midnight, we have as follows : 



iv.] Surya-Siddh&nta. 437 

Sun’s mean longitude, 9 s 3Z *° 36' 

Equation of place, ~f~ . 2 °' 

Sun’s true longitude, 9* 2 5° 56’ 

Moon’s mean longitude, 3s 27 0 22' 

Longitude of apsis, I0S I 3° 5a' 

Equation of moon’s place, ~ *° 

Moon’s true longitude, • 3s 25° 56' 

By the same process as before, the true motions of the two planets 
at the moment of opposition are found to he : 

Sun’s true motion, ®° f 48" 

Moon’s do. 854' 36" 


It would have been better to adopt, as the starting-point of our cal- 
culations, the mean midnight following, instead of that preceding, the 
opposition of the sun and moon, because in that case, the interval to 
the moment of opposition being so much less, it might have been found 
by a single process, not requiring farther correction. The same change 
would have enabled us to follow strictly the rule given in ii. 66 for find- 
ing the end of the lunar day ; which rule we were obliged above to ap- 
ply in a somewhat modified form, because a little more than one whole 
lunar day was found to intervene between the given midnight and the 
moment of opposition. 

V. To determine the instant of local time corresponding to the mid- 
dle of the eclipse. 

What we have thus far found is the interval between mean midnight 
and the moment of opposition. But since Hindu time is practically 
reckoned from true sunrise to true sunrise, we have now, in order to de- 
termine at w’hat time the eclipse will take place, to ascertain the inter- 
val between mean midnight and true sunrise. 

In order to this, we require first to know the equation of time, or the 
difference between mean midnight and true or apparent midnight, which 
is the moment when the sun actually crosses the inferior meridian. As 
concerns this correction, we have deviated somewhat from the method 
contemplated by the text. It is there prescribed (ii. 46) that, so soon 
as the sun’s equation of the centre has been determined, there should 
at once be calculated from it, and applied to the longitude of the two 
planets, a correction representing, in terms of their motion, the equation 
of time ; so that the distance of the moment of opposition from mean 
midnight does not directly enter into account at all. We have preferred 
to follow the course we have taken, in order to bring out and illustrate 
more fully the utter inadequacy of the prescribed method of making al- 
lowance for the equation of time, to which we have already briefly re- 
ferred in the note to ii. 46. The method in question is virtually as fol- 
lows : the sun being found at the given midnight to be 1° 18', or 78', 
in advance of his mean place, the equation of time may be ascertained 
by this proportion : as a whole circle is to a sidereal day, so is the sun’s 
equation of place to the time by which his true transit will precede or 
follow his mean transit ; or, in the present case, 

21,600' : 6on : : 78' : o» i3v 

56 
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■which gives us 13 vinadis, or minutes, as the value of the equation. 
But this is assuming that the sun’s motion takes place along the equator, 
instead of along the ecliptic, which is so grossly and palpably erroneous 
that we wonder how the Hindus could have tolerated a process which 
implied it. Their own methods furnish the means of making a vastly 
more correct determination of the equation in question. The mean lon- 
gitude of the sun at the given midnight is — after adding to it the amount 
of the precession, as determined farther on — 10 s 14° 7': hence, if the 
sun were 10 s 14° V distant upon the equator from the vernal equinox, 
or if he had that amount of right ascension, mean and true midnight 
would coincide. But he is actually at 10 s 15° 25' of longitude. If, 
then, we ascertain what point on the equator will pass the meridian at 
the same time with that point of the ecliptic, its distance from the sun’s 
mean place in right ascension will be the equation of time required. 
This may be accomplished as follows. The sun is in the eleventh sign, 
of which the equivalent in right ascension (iii. 42-45) is 1795P : his 
distance from its commencement is 15° 25', or 925'. Hence the pro- 
portion (ii. 46) 

1800' : 1795P : : 925' : 922P 

gives us 922i’ as the ascensional equivalent of the part of the eleventh 
sign traversed by the sun { bhukt&savas ). Now add together the 


Ascensional equivalents of three quadrants, i6,200P 

do. of the tenth sign, i,935p 

do. of the part of the eleventh sign traversed, 922P 

their sum is 1 9,°57P 


which is equal to 10 s 17° 37' ; this, then, is the sun’s true right ascen- 
sion. The difference between it and his mean right ascension, 10 s 14° 7', 
is 3° 30', of which the equivalent in sidereal time is 21 OP or 35 v , or 14 
minutes. This, which is more than two and a half times as much as 
the value formerly found for the equation, is quite nearly correct ; its 
actual amount for Feb. 6th being given by the Nautical Almanac as 
14 m 20 s . 

There is not, among all the processes taught in the Surva-Siddhanta, 
another one of so inexcusably bungling a character as this, while the 
means lay so ready at hand for making it tolerably exact. 

In going on to calculate the local time of the eclipse, we shall adopt 
the valuation of the equation of time given by the Hindu method, or 
13 T , but we shall reserve the distance of the phases of the eclipse from 
midnight, free from this constant error of about 10 m , for final compari- 
son with the like data given by our modern tables. 

To find the local time, we must first ascertain (ii. 59) the length of 
the sun’s d.ay, from midnight to midnight, and in order to this we need 
to know in what sign the sun is. Hence we require 

1. To determine the amount of precession for the given date. 

By iii. 9-12, the proportion 

1.577,91 7>828d : Goorev ; ; 1^11,98111 : orev 8s 8° 1 > i4".6 

gives us 248° 2' 14".6 as the part of a revolution accomplished by the 
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movable point. Of this, the part determining the sine is 68° 2' 14".6. 
Then the farther proportion 

io : 3 : : 68° i' r 4"-6 : 20 0 24' 44" 

gives us 20° 24' 44”' as the amount of the precession. Now, then, to 
the 

Sun’s true longitude, 9 s 25 ° 56 ' 

add the precession, 20° 25 ' 

Sun’s distance from vernal equinox, 10s 16 0 21' 

This quantity is often called sayana surya ; that is to say, “ the sun’s 
longitude with the precession ( ayana ) added.” 

The sun is accordingly in the eleventh sign, of which the ascensional 
equivalent is 1795P. His daily motion has been found to be 60' 48". 
Hence the proportion (ii. 59) 

1800' : 1795? : : 6o' 48 " : 6 op .64 

gives us 61 p, or 10 v Ip, as the excess of the sun’s day over a true side- 
real day of 60 nadis : its length is accordingly 60 n 10 v IP, or 21 , 661 P. 

Next we desire to know how much of this day passed between mid- 
night and sunrise, and for this purpose we have 
2. To find the -sun’s ascensional difference ( cara ). 

a. To ascertain the sun’s declination, and its sine and versed sine. 

The sun’s longitude, with precession added (sayana surya), 10* 16° 21' ’ 

Arc determining the sine ( bhuja ), 43 ° 39' 

Sine, 2373' 

Now, then, the proportion (ii. 28) 

3438' : 1397' : : 2372' : 964' 

gives us 964' as the sine of declination ( JcrantijyA ) ; the corresponding 
arc (ii. 33) is 16° 17' S ; its versed sine^ii. 31-32) is 139'. 

b. To find the radius of the sun’s diurnal circle (ii. 60). 

From radius, 3438 ' 

deduct versed sine of declination, 1 39' 

. Radius of diurnal circle ( dinavydsadala , dyujyd), 3299' 

c. To find the earth-sine (ii. 61). 

The measure of the equinoctial shadow at "Washington is (see note to 
ii. 61-63) 9 d .68. The proportion, then, 

1 2<i : 93.68 : : 964' : : 778' 

shows the value of the earth-sine ( Jcshitijya , kujyd) to be 778 '. 

d. To find the sun’s ascensional difference (ii. 61-62). 

The proportion 

3299' : 3438 ' : : 778' :'8ii' 

gives the sine of ascensional difference (carajya), which is 811'. The 
corresponding arc, or the sun’s ascensional difference (cara, caradala), is 
13° 39', or 819P. 



440 


E. Burgess , etc., 


[i?. 


S. To find the time from midnight to sunrise. 

The sun’s declination being south, the ascensional difference is to be 
added (ii. 62-63) to the quarter of the sun’s complete day, to give the 
length of the half-night. That is to say. 

Quarter of sun’s complete day ( 2 i, 66 ip -1-4), 5,4i5p 

Sun’s ascensional difference, 819 P 

Sun's half-night, 6 .s34p 

The interval between true midnight and true sunrise is therefore 
6,234p, or l7 a 19 v . That from sunrise till noon (a quantity required in 
later processes) is found in like manner by subtracting the ascensional 


difference from the quarter-day : it is 4596P. 

Now then, finally, 

Time of opposition, reckoned from mean midnight, 55n 3» 

deduct equation of time, i3v 

do. reckoned from true midnight, 54“ 5o» 

deduct interval till sunrise, 17 a 19 * 

do. reckoned from sunrise, 3yn 3i» 


The time at which the opposition of the sun and moon in longitude 
takes place, or the middle of the eclipse, is accordingly, by civil reckon- 
ing at Washington, 37“ 31 T . 

VI. To determine the diameters of the sun, moon, and shadow. 

1. To find the sun’s apparent diameter. 

The sun’s mean motion in a sidereal day being 58' 58", his true mo- 
tion at the time of the eclipse being 60' 48", and his mean diameter 
6500 yojanas, we find, by the proportion (iv. 2) 

58' 58" : 6 o' 48" : : 65ooy : 67027.81 

that the sun covers of his mean orbit, at the time of the eclipse, 6702.81 
yojanas. This is reduced to its value upon the moon’s mean orbit by 
the proportion (iv. 2) 

57,753,336 : 4,32o,ooo : : 67027.81 : 5oit.37 

And upon dividing the result, 501.37 yojanas, by 15 (iv. 3), we find the 
sun’s apparent diameter to be 33' 25". 

2. To find the moon’s apparent diameter. 

In like manner as before, the proportion (iv. 2) 

788 ' 25" : 854' 36 : : 48o7 : 5207.3 

shows us that the moon's corrected diameter is 520.3 yojanas. This also, 
divided by 15 (iv. 3), gives the value of the moon’s apparent diameter in 
arc : it is 34' 41". 

3. To find the diameter of the earth’s shadow. 

The following proportion (iv. 4), 

788 ' 25" : 854' 36" : : 16007 : i 7 34y.3 

determines the value of the earth’s corrected diameter l suet) to be 1734 3 
yojanas. ' 
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Again, from the 

Sun’s corrected diameter, 

deduct the earth’s diameter (iv. 4), 


67027.81 

1600 


remains 


5 1 027.81 


and this remainder, when reduced by the following proportion (iv. 6), 

65ooy ; 48oy : : 5io2y.8i : 376y.8 

gives us the excess of the earth’s corrected diameter ( s&ci ) over the di- 
ameter of the shadow on the moon’s mean orbit. Hence, from the 


Earth’s corrected diameter, I734y,3 

deduct last result, 3767.8 

Diameter of shadow, 1 3577. 5 

divide by i5 

Diameter of shadow in arc, 90' 3o" 


VII. To determine the moon’s latitude at the middle of the eclipse, 
and the amount of greatest obscuration. 

The proportion (i. 53) 

*.577,917,828 : 232,238 : : 1,811,981 : 266^8. 7 0 28' 25" 

gives us the amount of retrograde motion of the moon’s node since the 
commencement of the Iron Age. Deducting from this 6 s , for the posi- 
tion of the node at that time (note to i. 56-58), and taking the comple- 
ment to a whole circle, we have 


Longitude of moon’s node, mean midnight, at Ujj., 
deduct for difference of meridian, 

Longitude of moon’s node, mean midnight, at W ash’n, 
deduct motion during 55" 3v, 

Longitude of moon’s node at moment of opposition, 
subtract from moon’s longitude (ii. 57), 

Moon’s distance from node, 

Arc determining the sine (bhuja), 

Sine, 

Hence the proportion 

3438' : 270' : : 209' : 16' 25" 


95 22 0 3i' 35" 
1’ 21" 

9 s 22° 3o' 14" 
2' 55" 

9a 22° 27' 19" 

3> 25° 56' 

6* 3° 29' 

3° 29' 

209' 


gives us, as the moon’s latitude at the moment of opposition, 16' 25" S. 
Now, then, by iv. 10-11, 

Semi-diameter of eclipsed body (34' 22 // 

do. of eclipsing body (90' 3Q"-r2), 45' i5" 


their sum, g 2 / 3^/ 

deduct moon’s latitude, xg' a5" 


Amount of greatest obscuration (yrdsa), 46' i 2 " 

and since this amount is greater than the diameter of the eclipsed body, 
it is evident that the eclipse is a total one. 
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This is a most unfortunate result for the Hindu calculation to yield ; 
for, in point of fact, the eclipse in question is only a partial one, obscur- 
ing about four-fifths of the diameter of the moon’s disk. The source of 
the error lies mainly in the misplacement, relatively to the sun and moon, 
of the moon’s node, and the consequent false value found for the moon’s 
latitude. The latter quantity actually amounts, at the time of opposi- 
tion, to 35' 42", or more than twice the value given it by the Hindu 
processes. And it will be seen, on referring to the table on p. 188, that 
the relative error in the place of the moon’s node, having been accumu- 
lating for seven centuries, is now about 3J°, and so reduces, by more 
than half, the true distance of the moon from her node. We have tried 
whether the admission of the correction of the Mja would better the re- 
sult, but that is not the case : the error of position is still (see the table) 
nearly 2°, and the moon’s latitude is increased only to 24' 11", so that 
the eclipse still appears to be total. It is evidently high time that a new 
correction of bija be applied by the Hindu astronomers to their elements, 
at least to such as enter into the calculation of eclipses. 

VIII. To find the duration of the eclipse, and of total obscuration, 
and the times of contact, immersion, emergence, and separation. • 


Diameter of the eclipsing body, the shadow, 

90' 3o" 

90' 3o" 

do. eclipsed body, the moon, 

34' 4>" 

34' 4i" 

Sum and difference, 

125' 11" 

55' 49" 

Half-sum and half-difference (C M and C N, Fig. 21, p. 277), 

62' 35" ’ 

27' 55" 

Squares of do., 

3919' 

724' 

deduct square of latitude, 

269' 

269' 

remain, 

365c/ 

455' 

Square roots of remainders (C A and C B), 

60' 25" 

21' 19" 


In order to reduce these quantities to time, we need first to ascertain 
the difference of the true daily motions of the sun and moon at the 
given moment : 


Moon’s true daily motion, 

Sun’s do., 

Moon’s gain in a day, 

Hence the proportions (iv. 13) 

703' 48" : 6on : • j 6o ’ a5 " : 4a 3 ‘b 

( 1 i' 19 " : i n 36 v 4? 

give us the half-duration of the eclipse as 4 n 34 v , and the half-time of 
total obscuration as l n 36 y 4?, supposing the moon’s latitude to remain 
constant through the whole continuance of the eclipse. We now pro- 
ceed to correct these results for the moon’s motion in latitude. And 
first, as regards the half-duration. We calculate the amount of motion 
of the moon and of her node during the mean half-duration by the fol- 
lowing proportions (iv. 14) : 

6 on : 854' 36" :: 4n 34v; 1° 5' a" 

60 a : 3' 10 " ; : 4 a 34 » : 140 


854' 36" 
60' 48" 

793' 48" 
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Farther, 

To and from moon's long, at opposition, 3 s 25° 56' 3* 25° 56' 

add and subtract motion during half-duration, i° 5' i° 5' 

Moon’s long, at end and beginning of eclipse, 3 s 27 0 1' 3 s 24° 5 r ' 

From and to long, of node at opposition, 9a 22 0 27' 21" 9 s 22° 27' 21" 

subtract and add motion during half-duration, i4" r4" 

Long, of node at end and beginning of eclipse, 9 s 2 2 0 27' 9» 22 0 28' 

Moon’s distance from node, 6 3 4° 34' 6 3 2 0 23' 

Arc determining sine, 4° 34' 2 ° 23' 

Sine, 274' 1 43' 

Moon’s latitude at end and beginning of eclipse, 21' 3i"S. 1 1' i4"S. 


From these valuations of the latitude we now proceed to calculate 
anew, in the same manner as before, the half-durations, as follows : 


Square of half-sum of diameters, 3919' 

deduct squares of latitude, 463' 


remain, 3456' 

Square foots of remainders, 58' 47 " 


And the proportions 


793' 48" : 6on : : 


< 58' 47" : 4“ 26 V 3p 
1 61 ' 35" : 4° 39» 2 P 


3919 ' 

126' 

3 ^ 3 ' 

61 ' 35" 


give us the corrected values of the intervals between opposition and con- 
tact and separation respectively, or the former and latter half-durations, 
as 4“ 39 T 2P and 4 n 26* 3 p. 

The text contemplates the repetition of this corrective process, if still 
greater accuracy be required in the results attained : we have not thought 
it worth while to carry the calculation any farther, as a second correc- 
tion would be of altogether insignificant amount. 

By a like process, the former and latter half-times of total obscura- 
tion, and the moon’s latitude at immersion and emergence, are found to 
be as follows : 

Moon’s latitude at immersion and emergence, i4' 36" j8' i3" 

Half-times of total obscuration, in 42 V 3p in 29 ? 4p 

By adding the two halves we obtain 


Duration of the eclipse ( sthiti ), 

do. of total obscuration (yimarda), 


9 n 5v 5 p 
3“ i 2 » ip 


And by subtracting and adding the half-times of duration and of 
total obscuration from and to the time of opposition (iv, 16-17), we 
obtain the following scheme for the successive phases of the eclipse : 


Phase. 

First contact, 
Immersion, 
Middle of eclipse, 
Emergence, 

Last contact, 


after mean midnight. 
5on 23 v 4p 
53n 20 ” 3p 
55n 3v op 
56n 32* 4 p 
59 n 29 V 3 P 


1 ime of occurrence : 


after sunrise. 
32n 5 iv 4 p 
35“ 48v 3P 
370 3iv op 
390 or 4p 
4 i“ 57 T 3 P 
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The proper calculation of the eclipse is now completed. If, however, 
we desire to project it, we have still to determine the valana, or deflec- 
tion of the ecliptic from an east and west line, for its different phases, 
as also the scale of projection. We will therefore proceed to calculate 
them, deferring to the end of the whole process any comparison of the 
results we have obtained with those given by modern astronomical 
science. 

IX. To calculate the deflection of the ecliptic from an east and west 
line ( valana ) for the middle, beginning, and end of the eclipse. 

,1. For the middle of the eclipse. 

a. To find the length of the moon’s day and night respectively at the 


given time. 

Moon’s longitude at opposition, 3 s 25 ° 56 ' 

Precession, 2o° 25 ' 

Moon’s distance from vernal equinox, 4 “ i6° it' 

Arc determining sine, 43 ° 39' 

Sine, 2372' 


The moon’s declination is then found by the following proportion 
(ii. 28) : 

3438 ' : 1397' : : 2372' : 964' = sin 16 0 17' 


Now, from 

Moon’s declination 16° 17' X. 

deduct her latitude (ii. 88), 16' S. 

Moon’s true declination, 16 0 1' N. 

Sine of do., 948' 

Versed sine of do., i 35 ' 

deduct from radius (ii. 60 ), 3438 ' 

Moon’s day-radius, 33 o 3 ' 


Again, to find the earth-sine, we say (ii. 61), 

1 2d : 9468 : : 948' : - 05’ = earth-sine, 
and to find the ascensional difference (ii. 61-62), 

33o3' : 3438' : : 766' : 796' =sin i3° 24' or 8o4'. 

The excess of the moon’s complete revolution over a sidereal day is found 
by the proportion (ii. 59) 

1800' : i 79 5 p : : 849' 33" : 848P 

Adding this to a sidereal day, or 21,600p, we find that the moon’s day 
is of 22,448 p, of which one quarter is 5612P. Increase and diminish 
this by the moon’s ascensional difference (ii. 62), and the half-day and 
half-night are found to be 6416p and 4808P respectively. 

All this laborious process of ascertaining the length of the moon’s 
half-day, or the time which, with the given declination, she would oc- 
cupy in rising from the horizon to the meridian, is rendered necessary 
by the correction which the commentary applies to the rule of the text 
in which the moon’s hour-angle is involved, as pointed out in the note 
to iv. 24—25 (p. 284, above). We now proceed 
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b. To find the hour-angle, and the corrected hour-angle. 

At the moment of opposition, the moon’s hour-angle is evidently the 
same with that of the sun. Hence it may be found as follows : 


Time of opposition reckoned from sunrise, 37° 3iv, or i3,5o6p 

deduct the whole day, 9, 1 92? 

remains . 4,3 i4P 

deduct from the half-night, 6,235 p 

Sun’s distance in time from inferior meridian, 1,92 ip 


The moon’s distance eastward from the upper meridian is accordingly 
1921P. This is corrected, or deduced to its proportional value as a part 
of the moon’s arc of revolution from the horizon to the meridian, by the 
following proportion : 

64i6p : 90° : : 1921? : 26° 5 ~' 

The moon’s corrected hour-angle, then, is 26° 57' : its sine is 1557'. 

c. To determine the amount of deflection for latitude ( valananf&s , or 
dlcsha valuna — iv. 24). 

The sine of the latitude of Washington, 38° 54', is 2158'. Hence 
the proportion 

3433 ' : i 557' : : 2i58' : 977'=sin 16 0 3i' 

gives us 16° 31' as the value of the quantity sought. The moon being 
in the eastern hemisphere, it is to be reckoned as north in direction. 

d. To determine the amount of deflection for ecliptic-deviation ( Ayana 


valana — iv. 25). 

Moon's distance from vemal equinox, 4* 16° n f 

add a quadrant, 33 

their sum, 7» 16° 21' 

arc determining siqe, 46° 21' 

sine, 2486' 

Hence, by ii. 28, the proportion 


343S' : 1397' : : 2486' : ioio' =sin 17° 6 ' 

gives us 17° 6' as the amount of declination of the point of the ecliptic 
which is a quadrant in advance of the moon, and this is the deflection 
required. Its direction is south. We are now ready for the final process, 

e. To ascertain the net amount of deflection (valana), in digits. 


From the ecliptic-deflection, 17° 6' s. 

deduct the deflection for latitude, 16 0 3r' If. 

remains the net deflection, in arc, 35' g_ 

divide (iv. 23) by 70 

Deflection in digits, o45o S. 


It thus appears that, at the moment of opposition, the part of the 
ecliptic in which the moon is situated very nearly coincides in direction 
with an east and " - est circle. The amount of deflection is so small that 
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in our projection, given in connection with the sixth chapter, we were 
obliged to exaggerate it somewhat, in order to make it perceptible. 

2. For the beginning of the eclipse. 

As, owing to the moon’s motion in latitude and longitude, her decli- 
nation, and so also her ascensional difference, are not precisely the same 
at the beginning and end of the eclipse as at the moment of opposition, 
we ought in strictness to repeat the first part of the preceding calcula- 
tion, determining anew the length of the moon’s half-day, as it would 
be if she made her whole revolution about the earth with those declina- 
tions respectively. This we take the liberty of omitting to do, as the 
modification thus introduced into the process would be of very small im- 


portance. * 

a. To find the moon’s corrected hour-angle. 

And first, for the sun’s hour-angle : 

Time of first contact, reckoned from sunrise, 32 >» 5i v 4p, or n, 83 oP 
deduct the whole day,' 9,192? 

remain 2 , 638 p 

deduct from the half night, 6 , 235 p 

Sun’s distance in time from inferior meridian, 3,597P 


This, then, is the hour-angle of the centre of the shadow at the time 
of contact. The distance of the centre of the moon in longitude from 
that of the shadow was found above (under VIII) to be 61' 35". This 
is reduced to its value in right ascension by the proportion 

1800' : i“95p : : 6i ' 35 " : fiiP .4 

Now, then, 

from the hour-angle of the shadow, 3.597P 

deduct the difference of the moon’s right ascension, 6iP 

Moon's hour-angle at beginning of eclipse, 3 , 536 p 

This is virtually an application of the process taught in iii. 50. 

The moon’s hour-angle is now corrected, as before, by the proportion 

64i6p : 90° : : 3536p : 49° 36' 

The sine of 49 ° 36 ' is 26 r 7 '. 

b. To find the deflection for latitude. 

The proportion 

3438 ' : 21 58 ' : : 2617' : i 643 '= sin 28° 34 ' 

gives us the deflection for latitude as 28° 34', which is north, as before. 

c. To find the ecliptic-deflection. 

Moon 3 distance from vernal equinox at opposition, 4 » , 6 ° 2I / 

deduct motion during 4 Q 39V 2p, 1 0 6' 

do, at time of contact, 4s j5o ,5/ 

add a quadrant, 3« 


6um, 

arc determining sine, 
sine. 


7* i 5 ° i 5 ' 
45 ° i 5 ' 

2441" 
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Next, the proportion 

3438 ' : 1397' : : 2441' : 992' = sin 16 0 4 ?' 

shows us that the ecliptic-deflection is 16° 47' ; it is, as in the former 
case, south. 

d. To find the deflection, in digits. 


From the deflection for latitude, 28° 34' N. 

deduct the ecliptic-deflection, 16 0 4?' S. 

remains the net deflection, in arc, n° 47' If. 

its sine is 702' 

divide by 70 

Deflection, in digits, iod.o3 JT. 


3. For the end of the eclipse. 

Of this process, which is throughout closely analogous to the last, we 
shall present only a brief statement of the results. 


Hour-angle of the centre of the shadow, 322PE. 

Distance of the centre of the moon in right ascension, 5pP E. 

Moon’s hour angle, 38 1 P E. 

do. corrected, 5° 20' 

Sine, 320' 

Deflection for latitude, 3° 2 1 ' N. 

Moon’s distance from vernal equinox -J- 3*. 7> 17° 24' 

Arc determining sine, 47° 24' 

Sine, 253 o' 

Ecliptic-deflection, I7°24'S. 

If et deflection, in arc, 140 3'g. 

do. in digits, ud.93 g. 


The mode of application of these quantities in making a projection 
of an eclipse is sufficiently explained in the notes to the sixth chapter, 
and illustrated by the figure there given, which is adapted to the condi- 
tions of the eclipse here calculated. All the quantities entering into the 
projection, however, of which the value has been stated in minutes, re- 
quire also to be reduced to digits, according to a scale determined by the 
following process. 

X. To determine the scale of projection of the disks and latitudes 
(iv. 26). 

This process we will perform only for the moment of opposition, or 
for the middle of the eclipse. At this time, as has been seen above, we 
have 


Moon’s half-day, 

64i6p 

do. hour-angle ( nata ), 

1921P 

do. altitude in time (u nnata). 

4495P 

add 64 1 6P X 3 

I 9 . 248 P 

the sum is 

23 . 743 P 

divide by 

6,4i6 p 

the quotient is 

3-7 
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At the elevation, then, which the moon has when in opposition, 3'.7 
make a digit, and by this amount the values of the disk or the moon, 
the shadow, and the latitudes, are to be divided, in order to reduce them 
to a scale npon which they may be plotted. It is evident that, in strict- 
ness, the same calculation requires to be made also for the time of con- 
tact and the time of separation, or the time of any other phase of which 
the projection is to serve as an illustration : but it is evident also that 
this is wellnigh impracticable, since one projection could then be used 
to illustrate only a single phase, unless several different scales should 
be employed in the same figure. 

It now only remains for us to present a comparison of the elements 
of the eclipse, as thus calculated, with their true values as determined 
by modern astronomical science. This is done in the annexed table. 
The true elements we take from the American Nautical Almanac for 
1860. In comparing the time of the middle of the eclipse, we take, as 
already mentioned, the value of it given by the Hindu process as calcu- 
lated from mean midnight. 


Surya-Siddhanta. Am. Naut. Almanac. Hindu error. 


Time of opposition in long., 9 * 

> 57m 35 s F. M. 

9I1 27m 10s 8 P. M. 

+ 

3om o 4 > 

Moon's long, at opposition, 

i 36 ° 21' 

i 3 7 ° 35 ' 53 ". 7 

“ 

1° 1 5 ' 

“ lat. at “ 

16 ' 25" S. 

35' 4 2 ".i S. 

— 

19' 17' 

“ hourly motion in long., 

35 ' 3 7 " 

38' o ".6 


2 ' 24' 

Semi diameter of sun, 

16' 42" 

1 6' i 5".2 

+ 

27' 

do. of moon, 

in' 20" 

16' 42".6 

+ 

37 ' 

do. of shadow, 

45 ' 1 5 " 

45 ' 16 " . 

— 

I' 

Amount of obscuration, 

1.33 

0.812 

-L 

i 

o.5i8 


Whole duration of eclipse, 3h 37 m 44* 2,1 52™ 24 * + 45ra 20 " 

25 . p. 299. Our next note is a 

Calculation, according to Hindu Data and Methods, or the 
Solar Eclipse of Mat 26th, 1854, 

FOB THE LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE OF WILLIAMS’ COLLEGE, WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. 

As has been already mentioned in the closing note to the fifth chap- 
ter, the following calculation of a solar eclipse was mainly made for the 
translator, while in India, by his native assistant. Some additional cal- 
culations have been appended here by us, in order to render the whole 
process a more complete illustration of the rales as given in the text of 
our treatise ; and we have also had to reject and replace certain parts 
■of the work actually done, on account of their inaccuracy. For the 
most part, we present the work as it was made, although involving some 
repetitions which might be regarded as superfluous, after the explana- 
tions and illustrations already given in the notes and in the preceding 
calculation of a lunar eclipse. The eclipse selected is the one calculated 
and delineated in Prof. James H. Coffin’s useful work, entitled “Solar 
and Lunar Eclipses familiarly illustrated and explained, with the method 
of calculating them, according to the theory of Astronomy as taught in 
New-England Colleges” (New York, 1845). 
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I. To find the sum of days ( ahargana ) from the commencement of 
the planetary motions to the time of calculation. 

The eclipse in question occurs at the close of the month Vaigakha, 
the second mouth of the limi-solar year, in the 1777th year of the era 
of Qalivahana (see add. note 12). To compute, then, the number of 
whole years, and to reduce them, with the remaining part of a year, to 
mean solar days, we proceed as follows : 


Sandhi at the beginning of the kalpa, 

Six manvantaras , 

Twenty-seven mahayvgas of the seventh Manu, 
deduct the time spent in creation, 


1,728,000 
1 ,S 5 o 688,000 
1 1 6, 640.000 
1,969,056,000 
1 7,064.000 


From creation to beginning of 28th mahayuga, 
Krta yuga of 28th or current mah&yuga , 

Tretd yuga of “ 

Dudpara yuga of “ 

Kali yuga, to era of <)ali valiana , 

Complete years elapsed of the era, 


i,95i 992,000 

1.728.000 

1.296.000 
864,000 


3,179 

1,776 


From the creation to end of March, 1854, complete years, 
to reduce to solar months, multiply by 


1 , 955 , 884,955 

12 


Solar months, 

add month of current year elapsed, 
Whole number of solar months , 


23.470.619.460 

1 

23.470.619.461 


Now, to find the intercalary months, we make the proportion 

5i, 840,000 : 1,593,336 :: 23,470,619,461 : 721,384,701 

Then, to 

Solar months elapsed, 23,470,619,461 

add intercalary months, 721,384701 


Lunar months elapsed, 

to reduce to lunar days, multiply by 


24, 1 92,004, 1 62 
3 o 


Lunar days, 725,760,1 24,860 

add for current month, 2 ^ 

Whole number of lunar days, 725,760,124,889 

Farther, to find the number of tithiksKayas, or omitted lunar days, in 
this period, we say 


i,6o3,ooo,o8o : 25,082,252 : : 725,760,124,889 : 1 1, 356, 018, 362 

Next, from 

Lunar days elapsed, 725,760,124,889 

deduct omitted lunar days, xi, 356, 01 8,362 

Mean solar days elapsed, 714,404,106,527 


This, then, is the required ahargana, or sum of days from the com- 
mencement of the planetary motions to about the time of new moon, 
May, 1854. The processes by which it is found are in all respects the 
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same with those illustrated by us in the notes to i. 21-23, 24, 48, 48-51, 
above. It will be noticed that the Hindu astronomer, at least when 
working out an illustrative process, like the one in hand, scorns to make 
use of any of the means for reducing the labor of computation which 
the text directly or# impliedly permits, and of which, in our own calcu- 
lations, we have been glad to avail ourselves. 

II. To ascertain the mean longitudes of the sun, the moon, the sun’s 
apsis, the moon’s apsis, and the moon’s node, for mean midnight on the 
Hindu meridian, at the given interval from the creation. 

The amount of motion, since the creation, of the bodies named, in 
their order, is found by the following series of proportions : 

1.577.917.828 : 714,404,106,527 :: 4,320,000: 1, 955,884, 955r«v js 12° 14' i4" 

1.577.917.828 : 714,404,106,527 :: 57,753,336 : 26,147,889,1 i8rev i« 9 0 44' 29" 

1,577,917,828,000 : 714,404,106,527 :: 387 : 2» 17 0 17' 23" 

1.577.917.828 : 714,404,106,527 : : 488,203 : 22,1 3 4,4 r ’7 r(:v 2» 21° 56' 9" 

!, 577, 917, 828 : 714,404106,527 :: 232,238 : io5,i46,o2orev 10s 17 0 n' 5o" 


Rejecting xfliole revolutions, and, in the case of the moon’s node, 
subtracting the fraction from a whole revolution, we have, as the mean 
longitudes required : 


Sun, 

Moon, 

Sun’s apogee. 
Moon’s apogee, 
Moon's node, 


i» 12° i 4 ' i 4 " 
i» 9 0 44' 29" 
28 17° 17' 23 " 
2« 21 0 56 ' 9" 
JS 12° 48' 10" 


The Hindu calculator has taken, in the case of the moon’s apsis 
and node, the numbers of revolutions given by the text, omitting the 
correction of the bija. We have not, in order to test the accuracy of 
his arithmetical operations, worked over again the proportions, except- 
ing in two instances, the first and last : our results differ but slightly 
from those above given (we find the seconds of the sun’s place to be 4 O'", 
and the minutes and seconds of the node’s motion to be 12' 43") — not 
enough to render any modification necessary. 

III. To ascertain the values of the same quantities at mean sunrise 
on the equator, or 6 o’clock. 

In order to this, we must add to each planet’s longitude one fourth 
the amount of its mean motion in a day. We require, then, the mean 
daily motions. They are found as follows, taking the sun as an example : 

1 >577>9 1 7,828d : 4 , 32 o,ooorev : ; id ; 59' 8 " 10"' io ""4 

We omit the other proportions and their results, as the latter have been 
fully stated in the table of mean motions of the planets (note to i. 29-34). 
Adding a quarter of the daily motion, we have as follows : 


Sun, 

Moon, 

Sun’s apogee, 
Moon’s apogee, 
Moon’s node, 


Long, at midnight. 
I s 12 ° 1 4 ' i 4 " 

i* 9 0 44 ' 29" 
3 s 1 7 0 17' 23" 
3* 21 0 56 ' 9" 
1* ts 15 48' 10" 


Correction. 

+ i 4 ' 47 " 

+ 3° 17' 39" 
+ o 
+ 


Long, at sunrise. 
I* 12° 29' I" 
18 l3° 2' 8" 
2 9 17° 17' 23" 
2 s 21° 57' 49" 

I* 13° 47' 32" 


i > 4 o" 
48 " 
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IY. To ascertain the values of the same quantities at mean sunrise 
upon the equator, on the meridian of the given place. 

Adopting 75° 50' as the longitude of the Hindu meridian east from 
Greenwich, we have, as the interval in longitude of Williams’ College 
from it, 149° 2' 30", which is equal to 24 n 50 v 2p. The latitude is 
42° 42' 51". We have, then, first, to determine the distance of the 
place in question, upon its own parallel of latitude, from the Hindu 
meridian. 

The equatorial circumference of the earth has been found above (note 
to i. 59-60) to be 5059.64 yojanas. Its circumference upon the paral- 
lel of latitude of Williams’ College is found (i. 60) by the following 
proportion : 

3438' (=R): 2525' (= cos 42° 42' 5i") : : 50597.64 : 37157.97 

The defantara, or difference of longitude in yojanas, is then deter- 
mined thus : 

6 on : 24 “ 5 ov 2P : : 37157.97 : i 5387 . 4 i 


And the degantaraphala, or correction for difference of longitude, is 
calculated from the daily motion of each body, by such a proportion as 
the one subjoined, which gives the sun’s correction : 


37157.97 : 1 5387.41 :: 59' 8" : 24' 27" 

We omit the other proportions, and merely present their results in 
the following table : 


Sun, 

Moon, 

Sun’s apogee, 
Moon’s apogee, 
Moon’s node, 


Sunrise at Lanka. Correction. Snnrise on giv. merid. 
1“ 12 0 29' 1" -f- 24' 27" = i s 12° 53 ' 28'' 

is i3° 2' 8" + 5 27 12 = is 18° 29' 20" 

2 s 17 0 17' 23 " -f- O =2“ 17° 17' 23 " 

2S 210 57' 49" 4- 2' 45" = 23 22° O' 34 " 

is i2° 47' 22" - I' 19" = 13 12° 46' 3" 


We have already (note to i. 63-65) called attention to the excessively 
awkward and cumbrous character of this process for making the correc- 
tion for difference of meridian. 

Y. To find the sun’s true longitude. 


From the longitude of the sun’s apsis, 
deduct sun’s mean longitude (ii. 29), 


2S 17O 17' 23" 
is 12° 53' 28" 


Sun’s mean anomaly, i s 4° 23' 55" 

Sine, 1 927' 

The diminution of the sun’s epicycle is now found by the following pro- 
portion (ii. 38) : 

3438' : 20' : : 1927' : 1 1 ' 12" 


The dimensions of the epicycle are, then (ii. 34), 14° — 11' 12", or 
13° 48' 48". Next, the proportion (ii. 39) 

36o° : i3° 48' 48" : : 1927': 7 4' n" 

gives us the sun’s equation of the centre, which, by ii. 45, is additive. 
Hence to the 


Sun’s mean longitude, 
add the equation, 
Sun’s true longitude, 


is 12° 53' 28" 
i° i4' 11" 


i» i 4 ° 7' 39" 
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This calculation exhibits a rather serious error : the sine of 34° 24', 
the anomaly, is 1942', not 1927'. The final result, however, is not per- 
ceptibly modified by it: the equation ought to be 1° 14' 30", and the 
true longitude I s 14° 7' 58". 

VI. To find the moon’s true longitude. 


From the longitude of the moon’s apsis, 
deduct moon's mean longitude, 

Moon’s mean anomaly, 

Sine, 

Diminution of epicycle, 

Dimensions of epicycle, 

Equation of the centre, 

Hence, to the 


2S 22° o' 34" 
is i8° 29' 20" 

is 3° 3i' 14 " 

1898' 
11' 2" 
3i° 48' 58" 
4- a° 47 ' 


Moon’s mean longitude, 
add the equation, 
Moon’s true longitude, 


I s 18 0 29' 20" 
2° 47 ' 

IS 21° l6' 20" 


VII. To calculate the true daily motions of the sun and moon. 

The equations of motion for the sun and moon have been found by 
the calculator of the eclipse by the following proportion : as the whole 
orbit of either planet is to its epicycle, so is its mean daily motion to 
the required equation. That is to say, for the sun, 

36 o° : i 3 ° 48 ' 48 " : : 59' 8 " : 2' 16" 

which, by ii. 49, is subtractive. Hence the sun’s true motion is 59' 8" 
— 2' 16", or 56' 52". 

Again, for the moon, 

36 o°: 3 i° 48 ' 58 " : : 790' 35 ": 69' 36 " 

And the moon’s true motion is 790' 35"— 69' 36", or 720' 59". 

These calculations are exceedingly incomplete and erroneous, as may 
readily be seen by referring to the corresponding process in the other 
eclipse, or to that given as an illustration in the note to ii. 47-49. The 
actual value of the sun’s equation of motion, as fully calculated by the 
method of our treatise, is only 1' 51"; that of the moon is only 58' 49" : 
whence the true motions are 57' 17" and 731' 46" respectively. These 
are elements of so much importance, and they enter so variously into 
the after operations, that we have hesitated as to whether it would not 
be better to cancel the whole work of the Hindu calculator from this 
point onward, and to perform it anew in a more exact manner ; but we 
have finally concluded to present the whole as it is, as a specimen — 
although, we hope, not a favorable one — of native work; pointing out, 
at the same time, its defieiences, and cautioning against its results being 
accepted as the best that the system is capable of affording. 

We have thus far found the true longitudes of the sun and moon for 
the moment of mean sunrise at the equator, upon the meridian of the 
given place. _ We desire now farther to find the same data for the mo- 
ment of sunrise upon the same meridian in latitude 42° 42' 51" N. 

VIII. To find the longitudes of the sun and moon at sunrise in lone. 

149° 2' 30", lat. 42° 42' 51" N. 0 
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1 . To calculate the precession of the equinoxes (iii. 9-12). 

The proportion 

1,577, 917, 828 d '• 6oo rev : : 714,404,106,527 : 271,650™* 8s 7 0 45 ' 22" 
gives us the amount of the motion of the equinox in its own circle of 
libratory revolution, since the beginning of things. Rejecting complete 
revolutions, and deducting 6 s from the fraction of a revolution, we have 
the distance of the equinox from the origin of the sidereal sphere, in 
terms of its own revolution, as 67° 45' 22" : three tenths of this, or 
20° 19' 36", is the amount of the precession. 

2 . To calculate the sun’s declination. 


Sun’s longitude, 

Precession, 

Sun’s distance from vernal equinox, 
Sine, 


is 1 4° 7' 39" 
20 0 19' 36 " 

2» 4 ° 27' i 5 " 
3 ioi' 


Then, by ii. 28, 

3438 ': 1397' : : 3 ioi' : 1260'= sin 21° 3 i' 3 " 
the sun’s declination is therefore 21° 31' 3". 

3. To calculate the sun’s ascensional difference. 

The radius of the sun’s diurnal circle (dyvjya — ii. 60) is 3199'. 

The equinoctial shadow in the given latitude is 1 l d .07, being found 
by the proportion (iii. 17) 

cos lat. : sin lat. : : gnom. : eq. shad, 
or 2525' : 233o' : : 1 2 d : 1 id .07 


Again, to find the earth-sine ( kvjya — ii. 61), 

I2<t : 1 id.07 : : 1260' : 1162' 

And, to find the sine of ascensional difference, 

3199' : 3438 ' : : 1 162' : 1 249' 

The corresponding arc is 21 ° 19', or 1279'; and since a minute of 
arc is equivalent to a respiration of time, the sun’s ascensional difference 
in time is 1279?, or 213 v , or 3 U 33 v , rejecting the odd respiration. 

4. To calculate the length of the sun’s day. 

The sun being in the third sign, of which the equivalent in right as- 
cension (iii. 42-45) is 1935?, the excess of his day over 60 nadis is found 
by the proportion 

1800' : 1935? : : 59' 8" : 63 p 
whence the length of his day is 21,663?. 

In this calculation of the length of the sun’s day, the operator has ta- 
ken the mean, instead of the true, motion of the sun, which is obviously 
less accurate, and which is contrary to the meaning of the rule of the 
text (ii. 59), as explained by the commentator. 

Now, in order to find the difference between the sun’s longitude at 
sunrise on the equator and sunrise on the given parallel of north latitude, 
we make a proportion, as follows : if in his whole day the sun moves 
an amount equal to his daily motion, how much will he move during an 
interval corresponding to his ascensional difference ? or 
2 i, 663 p: 59' 8" :: 1279P; 3 ' 29" 

58 
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Tlie sun’s declination being north, sunrise on the given parallel pre- 
cedes sunrise on the equator, and hence this result — which is called the 
carakalas , “minutes ( kala ) of longitude corresponding to the ascensional 
difference ( caret)” — is to be subtracted from the sun’s longitude as for- 
merly found. That is to say, 

Sun’s longitude at equatorial sunrise, I s 1 4 ° l' 

deduct the correction (carakaldi), 3 ' 29" 

Sun’s longitude at sunrise, lat. 4 ?° A'*' 5 i" IT., ) |g I/ , a ^ 1Q rr 

long. 149° 2' 3 o" W. from Lankfi, j 

In finding the corresponding value of the moon’s longitude we apply 
first a correction for the sun’s equation of place ; it is, in fact, the equa- 
tion of time, calculated after the entirely insufficient method which we 
have already fully exposed, in connection with pjrt V of the preceding 
process. The proportion is (ii. 46) as follows : 

31,600' : 790' 35 ":: 1° i 4 ' 11" : 2' 43 " 

Here, again, bad is made worse by taking as the second term of the 
proportion the moon’s mean, instead of her true, rate of motion. It is 
to be noticed that a like correction should have been applied also to the 
sun’s longitude, but was omitted by the calculator. We have, then, 

Moon’s longitude, mean equatorial sunrise, J 8 21 0 16' 20" 

add the correction for the equation of time, 2' 43 " 

Moon’s longitude, true equatorial sunrise, I s 21° 19' 3 " 


• Now we apply farther the correction for the sun’s ascensional differ- 
ence ( carasanskara ) ; it is calculated in the same manner with that of 
the sun, and its amount is found to be 47' 51". 

Moon’s longitude, true equatorial sunrise, I s 21' 19' 3 " 

deduct the correction for the sun’s asc. difif., 47 ' 5 i" 

Moon’s longitude at sunrise, lat. 42 0 42' 5 i" If. ) , _ 

long. , 49 ° 2' 3 o" W. from Lanka, \ V *° 3l ” 

On comparing the longitudes of the sun and moon, as thus deter- 
mined, it is seen that the time of conjunction is already past. Hence 
the calculation is carried a day backward, by subtracting from the lon- 
gitude of each body its motion during a day. That is to say, 

Longitude, , , *• Longitude, 

sunrise following eclipse. aa ? s mo1 on * sunrise preceding eclipse. 

Sun, is i4° 4' 10" — 56 ' 52 " = i 8 i 3 ° 7' 18" 

Moon, I 8 20 0 3 i ; 12" — 12 0 o' 59" = I 8 8° 3 o' i 3 " 

Moon’s node, i» 12 0 46' 3 " -|~ 3 ' 11" = i 8 12 0 49' i4" 

This is an entirely uncalled-for, and a highly inaccurate proceeding. 

By the rule given in our text (ii. 66), it is just as easy and regular a 
process to find from any given time the interval to the beginning of the 
current lunar day by reckoning backward, as that to the end of the day 
by reckoning forward. And to assume that the whole calculation may 
be transferred from one sunrise back to the preceding by simply deduct- 
ing the amount of motion in a day as determined for the former time is 
to take a most unwarrantable liberty, and to ignore the change during 
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the interval of many of the elements of the calculation, as the sun’s and 
moon’s rates of motion, the sun’s declination and ascensional difference, 
etc. In making the transfer, moreover, the longitude of the moon’s 
node has been taken as found for mean equatorial sunrise, without any 
correction for the equation of time, or for the sun’s ascensional difference. 

IX. To find the time of true conjunction, and the longitudes of the 
sun, moon, and moon’s node at that time. By ii. 66, from the 


Moon's true longitude, 
deduct the sun’s do.. 


is 8° 3o' 1 3" 
is i3° i iS" 


remains 

divide by the portion of a lunar day, 
the quotient is 

deduct the remainder from a whole portion, 


ns 2 5° 22' 55" 
720' 

291! and 44 a' 55 " 
720' 


remains 277' 5 " 

This process shows us that the moon has still 277' 5" to gain upon 
the sun, in order to arrive at the end of the thirtieth or last day of the 
lunar month, or at conjunction with the sun. 

Next, from the 


Moon’s true daily motion, 
deduct the sun’s do., 


720' 59" 
56' 52" 


Moon’s daily gain in longitude, 664 ' 7 " 

Hence the proportion 

664 ' 7" : 6on : : 277' 5 " : 25 a 2 y 

gives us the time of conjunction, reckoned from sunrise, as 25“ 2 V . 

Now, by iv. 8, we proceed to find the longitudes for that time. The 
amounts of motion during. 25“ 2 y are found by the following proportions : 


r 56' 52" : 23’ 43" 


6o“ : 25“ 2 V : : -j 720' 59" : 3oo' 48" 


( 3' 11 ": i' 19" 


Then, to the 


Sun’s lougitude at sunrise. 

i» i3° 7' 18" 

add the correction, 

23' 43" 

Sun’s longitude at conjunction, 

i* i3° 3i' 1 " 

Moon’s longitude at sunrise, 

I® 8° 3o' i3" 

add the correction, 

5° 0' 48", 

Moon’s longitude at conjunction, 

is i3° 3i' 1" 

Node’s longitude at sunrise, 

I* 12° 49' l4" 

deduct the correction, * 

1' 19" 

Node’s longitude at conjunction, 

is i2° 47' 55" 


The mode of proceeding adopted by us above, in the lunar eclipse, 
for finding the time of the middle of the eclipse, and the longitudes of 
the sun and moon at that time, is, as will not fail to be observed, quite 
different from that of the native calculator of this eclipse. That fol- 
lowed by Davis, or his native assistants (As. Res., ii. 273 etc.), varies 
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considerably from both. Our own method, though varying in some 
respects from that contemplated by the text, is a not less legitimate ap- 
plication of its general methods than either of the others, and it pos- 
sesses this important advantage over both, that we were able to verify 
it, and to show, by calculating the mean and true places for the given 
instant, that the latter was actually the one at which the system made 
the opposition of the sun and moon to take place : while, on the con- 
trary, in the process now in hand, so many errors have been involved, 
that, were the same test to be applied, we should find the centres of the 
sun and moon many minutes apart at the moment fixed upon as that of 
conjunction, and the place of conjunction as far removed from the point 
of longitude above determined for it. 

X. To find the apparent diameters of the sun and moon. 

These quantities are determined by means of the following propor- 
tion : as the mean daily motion in yojanas is to the mean diameter in 
yojanas, so is the true motion in minutes to the true diameter in min- 
utes. That is to say, for the sun and moon respectively, 
n,858Jy : 65ooy : : 56' 52": 3i' io" 
n,858|y : 48oy : : 720 ' 5g" : 29 ' 2 " 

This method is in appearance quite different from that which is pre- 
scribed by our text (iv. 2-3), but it is in fact only a simplification, or 
reduction, of the rules there given. Thus, for the moon, the text gives 
m. mot. in minutes : true mot. in min. : : m. diam. in yoj. : true diam. in min. X 1 5 
Transposing, now, the middle terms, transferring the factor 15 from the 
fourth term to the first, and noting that the mean motion in minutes, 
when multiplied by 15, gives the value of the same in yojanas, we have 
the former proportion, namely, 

m. mot. in yoj. : m. diam. in yoj. : : true mot. in min. : true diam. in min. 


Again, in the case of the sun, the rules of the text give 

m. mot. in min. : true mot in min : : m. diam. in yoj. : true diam. in yoj. 
and true diam. in yoj.= true diam. in min.X15X(sun’s orbit -7- moon’s orbit) 


Xow transposing the second and third terms of the proportion, sub- 
stituting for the fourth its equivalent as here stated, and transferring to 
the first term the last two factors of that equivalent, we have 


m.mot. in min.XX5X 


sun s orbit . 

: T-r- : m. d. m y. 

moons orbit J 


true mot. in min. : true diam. in min. 


But the first term, as thus constructed, is, by the method of determina- 
tion'of the planetary orbits (see xii. 81-83), equal to the sun’s mean 
daily motion upon his orbit reckoned in yojanas : hence the proportion 
becomes for the sun, as for the moon, 

m. mot. in yoj. : m. diam. in yoj. : : true mot. in min. : true diam. in min. 

XI. To calculate the parallax in longitude ( lambana ), and the time 
of apparent conjunction (v. 3 - 9 ). 

1 . To find the orient ecliptic-point ( lagna ) at the moment of true 
conjunction (iii. 46-48). - 

In order to this, we require to have first the equivalents in oblique as- 
cension ( udayasavas ) of the several signs of the zodiac for the latitude 
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of Williams’ College, 42° 42' 51" N. We present annexed their values 
as employed by the calculator of the eclipse, and also as calculated by 
ourselves according to the method taught in our text (iii. 42-45). It 
will be noticed that the differences are not inconsiderable, and evince 
much carelessness on the part of the native astronomer ; who, moreover, 
employs vinadis only in his processes, rejecting the odd respirations, 
which is an inaccuracy not countenanced by the Surya-Siddhanta. 

Equivalent in oblique ascension : 
ncc. to calculator. acc. to us. 


ist sign 1008P I2thsign 

and “ I238p nth “ 

3rd “ 287 v or 1722P 1699P 10th “ 

4th “ 359^ or 2i54p 2i7ip 9th " 

5th “ 387V or 2322P 2352P 8th “ 

6th >• 388v or 23a8p 2332P 7th “ 


The equivalents assigned by the Hindu calculator to the 3rd and 4th 
signs are moreover, it may be remarked, inconsistent with one another, 
since the one ought to fall short of 1935P by as much as the other ex- 
ceeds that quantity. 

Now, then, to the 

Sun’s longitude at conjunction, i* i3° 3i' 1 " 

add the precession, 20 0 19 ' 36" 

Sun’s distance from the equinox, 2 » 3° 5o' 3y" 

It appears, accordingly, that the sun is in the 3rd sign, and 26“ 9' 23" 
from the beginning of the fourth. Hence the proportion (iii. 46) 

3o° : 287V : : 26° 9 ' 23" : 25o v 

give us 250 T as the ascensional equivalent of the part of a sign to be 
traversed ( bhogyasavas ). The time of the day, or the sun’s distance in 
time from the eastern horizon, is 25“ 2 V , or 1502 v . Then, from the 


Time of conjunction, 1 5oa v 

deduct asc. equiv. of part of 3rd sign, 25ov 

remains I 25 av 

deduct asc. equiv. of 4th, 5th, and 6 th signs, 1 1 34 v 

remains 1 i 8 v 


This remainder of time, or of ascension, is reduced to its value in arc 
of the ecliptic by the proportion (iii. 49) 

388 v ; 3 o° : : 1 1 8v : 9 0 7' 2 5 " 

Add this result to the whole signs preceding, and the longitude of the 
orient ecliptic-point ( lagna ) is found to be 6“ 9° 7' 25" : its sine is 544' 
(more correctly, 545'). 

2. To find the orient-sine ( udayajyd — v. 3). 

This is found by the proportion 

25 a 5 ' : 1397' : : 5 44' : 3 oi' 

2525' being the cosine of the latitude, and 1397' the sine of the inclina- 
tion of the ecliptic (ii. 28). 

3. To find the meridian ecliptic-point ( madhyalagna — iii. 49). 
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Iii order to this, we must first know the sun’s hour-angle ( nata ), or 
distance in time from the meridian ; it is determined as follows : 

A quarter of the complete day, 
add the sua’a ascensional difference, 

The sun's half-day, 

deduct from time of conjunction, 

Sun’s hour-angle, west, 

The sun’s distance from the beginning of the fourth sign was found 
above to be 26° 9 ’ 23". Its equivalent in right ascension ( lankodayd i- 
savas) is found by the following proportion (iii. 49) : 

3 o° : 3 u 3 v : : 26° 9' 23 " : 285’ 

Now, from the 

Sun’s hour-angle, 6 0 29*, or 389’ 

deduct the result of the last proportion, 285’ 

remains 1 o 4 v 

and this remainder, being less than the equivalent of a sign, is reduced 
to its value as longitude by the proportion (iii. 48) 

323 ’: 3 o° :: io 4 ’: 9 0 3 ' 57" 

The longitude of the meridian ecliptic-point is accordingly 3 9 9° 3' 5 7" : 
its sine is 3393'. 

In criticism of the process as thus conducted, we would only remark 
that the quarter of the sun’s day should have been called 15 n 2 V 4P (see 
above, VIII. 4), and that to take 323 v as the equivalent in right ascen- 
sion of the third and fourth signs is inaccurate, the value given it by 
our treatise being 1935P, or 322)-’. 

4. To find the meridian-sine (madhyajyd — v. 4-5). 

First, the declination of the meridian ecliptic-point is determined by 
the proportion (ii. 28) 

3438 ' : 1397' ; : 3393' : i 3 7 8 ' = sin 23 ° 39' 3 7 " 

Its value being north, it is deducted from the latitude of the place for 
which the calculation is made, since this, though by us reckoned as 
north, is to the Hindu apprehension (iii. 14) always south, being meas- 
ured south from the zenith to the equator. That is to say, 

From the given latitude, 42°42'5 i" 

deduct decl of merid. ecliptic-point, 23° 39' 3 7 " 

Meridian zenith-distance (natdn$d»), 19° 3' j4" 

The sine of this arc, which is 1117', is the meridian-sine. 

Here is another blunder of the calculator : the sine of 19° 3 ' 14" is 
actually 1122 '. 

5. To find the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance ( drkkshepa ), and the 
sine of ecliptic-altitude ( drggati ). 

First, by v. 5, 

3438' : 3oi ' : ; 1 1 17 ' ; 97 ' 48 " 


i 5 o ov 
32 33’ 

i8n 33’ 
25n 2’ 

6n 29V 
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Now, then, by v. 6, 

Square of last result, 
deduct from square of mer.-sine, 


9,564' 

1,247,689' 


remains 1, 238,125' 

Square-root, 1 1 1 3' 

This, then, is the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance. The sine of eclip- 
tic-altitude is found by subtracting its square from that of radius, and 
taking the square-root of the remainder; it is found to be 3253'. 

6. To find the divisor ( cheda ), and the sun’s parallax in longitude 
( lambana ). 

The sine of one sign, or 30°, is lYl!)'. 

Square of sin 30°, 2,954,961 

divide by 3,253 


Divisor (cheda). 


908 


Next, to find the interval on the ecliptic between the sun’s place and 
the meridian ; 


Longitude of meridian ecliptic-point, 
do, of sun, 

Interval in longitude, 


3s 9 0 3' 57' 
28 3° 5o' 37' 


1» 5° i3' 20" 


Of this the sine is 1950', and, upon dividing it by 908, the divisor 
(cheda) above found, the value of the parallax in longitude ( lambana ) is 
ascertained to be 2“ 21 v . 

Here is some of the worst blundering which we have yet met with. 
The sine of 35° 13' is actually 1982', not 1950'; and upon dividing it 
by 908, we find the quotient to be only 2" ll v . 

The calculator assumes the time of apparent conjunction to be deter- 
mined by this single correction. As the text, however (v. 9), directs 
that the process be repeated, to insure a higher degree of accuracy, we 
shall finally quit at this point the guidance of his computations, and go 
on to apply in full the rules of the Surya-Siddhanta. 

The sun being west of the meridian, or his longitude being less than 
that of the meridian ecliptic-point (v. 9), the correction for parallax is 
additive to the time of true conjunction. Hence, to the 


Time of true conjunction, 
add the correction, 

Time of conjunction once equated, 


a5n iv 
2n 1 it 

27 n iS 1 ' 


For the time thus found, we now proceed to calculate again the value 
of the parallax. The results of the calculation are briefly presented 
below : 

Sun’s longitude at corrected time of conjunction, 2* 3° 52' 4 t" 

Orient ecliptic-point ( lagna ), 6s 18 0 5o' 

Its sine, hi o' 

Orient-sine ( udayajyd ), 6:4' 

Sun’s hour-angle, 3i o3p 
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Meridian ecliptic-point ( madhyalagna ), 

3* 21 0 59' 

Its sine, 

3i88' 

Its declination , 

22 0 9' H. 

Its zenith-distance, 

20 0 34' S. 

Meridian-sine ( madhyajyd ), 

1207' 

Sine of ecliptic zenith-distance (drkkthepa), 

n88' 

Sine of ecliptic-altitude (drggati). 

3226' 

Divisor (cheda). 

916' 

Sine of sun’s dist. in long, from meridian, 

2558' 

Parallax in longitude ( lambana ), 

2» 48* 

add to time of true conjunction, 

25° 2V 

Time of conjunction twice equated, 

271 5ov 

Once more, we repeat the same calculation ; 
follows : 

its principal results 

Orient ecliptic-point, 

6» 21 0 41' 

Orient-sine, 

702' 

Meridian ecliptic-point, 

3* 25° 26' 

Meridian-sine, 

I24 i' 

Sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, 

)2i5' 

Sine of ecliptic-altitude, 

3216' 

Divisor, 

9'9' 

Parallax in longitude. 

2n 55 v 

add to time of true conjunction, 

25n 2» 

Time of apparent conjunction, 

2 7 n 5 7 v 


A farther repetition of the process would still yield an appreciable 
correction, but as so many errors hare been involved in the preceding 
parts of the calculation as to render any exactness of result unattaina- 
ble, and as enough has been done to illustrate the method of correction 
by successive approximation and the comparative value of the results it 
yields, we stop here, and rest content with the last time obtained, as that 
of the apparent conjunction of the sun and moon, or of the middle of 
the eclipse, at Williams’ College. 

XII. To calculate the parallax in latitude ( nati ) for the middle of the 
eclipse. 

This is given us by the proportion (v. 10) 

3438' : 7 3 i ' i-,"~ ; ; l2i y : 17 ' 14" S. 


in which 1215' is the sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, as found in the last 
process. 

XIII. To calculate the moon’s latitude, and her apparent latitude 
for the middle of the eclipse. - 

We require first to find the longitude of the moon, and that of her 
node, for the moment of apparent conjunction, by adding to their lon- 
gitudes, as already found (above, IX) for the time of true conjunction, 
their motion during 2“ 55 T . The amount of motion is found by the pro- 
portions J r 

6on :2B 55vj 7 2 °' 5 9" : 35 ' 3 " 
l 3' 11": o' 9" 
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Now, then, to the 


Moon’s longitude at tyue conjunction, 

i« 1 3° 3i' i" 

add the correction, 

35' 3" 

Moon’s longitude at apparent conjunction, 

i 8 i4° 6 ' A ,r 

Farther, from the 

Code’s longitude at true conjunction, 

I s i 2 ° 47' 55" 

deduct the correction, 

9" 

Node's longitude at apparent conjunction. 

I» 12 ° 47' 46 " 

deduct from moon’s longitude. 

is 1 4 0 6 ' 4 " 

Moon’s distance from node, 

1° 18' 18 " 

Sine, 

78 ' 

Hence the proportion (ii. 57 ) 

3438' : 270' : : 78 ' : 6 ' 8 " 

gives us the 


Moon’s true latitude, 

6 ' 8 " N. 

deduct from parallax in latitude (v. 12 ), 

17 ' i4" S. 

Moon’s apparent latitude. 

11 ' 6" S. 

XIV. To find the amount of obscuration (yrdsa) at the moment 

apparent conjunction. 

By iv. 10, we add to the 

Diameter of the eclipsing: body, the moon, 

29' 2" 

Diameter of the eclipsed body, the sun, 

A 

3i' io" 

Sura of diameters, 

60' 12" 

Half-sum of diameters, 

3o' 6 " 

deduct moon's apparent latitude, 

11 ' 6" 

Amount of greatest obscuration, 

I9' O" 


This remainder being less than the sun’s diameter, the eclipse (iv. 11) is 
partial only. 

XY. To determine the times of the beginning and end of the eclipse 
respectively. 

As the eclipse is a partial one only, we have not to calculate the times 
of the beginning and end of total obscuration ; and indeed, we may well 
suppose that the Hindus would never venture to calculate those times 
in a solar eclipse : it is even questionable whether the accuracy of their 
methods would justify them in ever predicting with confidence that an 
eclipse would be total. 

In the first place, we assume that the moon’s apparent latitude, as cal- 
culated for the moment of conjunction, remains unchanged during the 
whole duration of the eclipse, and calculate, by iv. 12 - 13 , what would 
be, upon that assumption, the interval between the middle of the eclipse 
and either contactor separation of the disks. That is to say (iv. 12), 
from the 
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Square of sum of semi-diameters ( 30 ' 6"), 906' 1" 

deduct square of moon’s latitude ( 11 ' 6"), 1 23 ' i 3 " 

remains 782' 48" 

Square root of remainder, 27' 59" 


This result represents the distance, as rudely determined, of the two 
centres at the moments of contact and separation. To ascertain the 
corresponding interval of time, we say (iv. 13) 

664' 7 " ■ 6 c n ;; 27 ' 59 " : 2 n 32* 


Now, then, from and to the 

Time of apparent conjunction, 27a 57* 

subtract and add tbe half duration, 2» 32 * 

Beginning of eclipse, 25 “ 25 * 

End of eclipse, 3o n 29* 


This is as far as the operation was carried by the native calculator, 
and with data and results somewhat different from those here given, 
owing to his neglect to repeat the process of determination of the par- 
allax in longitude in finding the time of apparent conjunction. Un- 
fortunately, however, the text (iv. 14-15; v. 13-17) prescribes a long 
and tedious series of modifications and corrections of the results so far 
obtained, of which we shall proceed to perform at least enough to illus- 
trate the method of the process, and the comparative importance of the 
corrections which it furnishes. 

We have first to find the longitude of the sun, moon, and node, at 
the moments thus determined as those of contact and separation ; they 
are as follows: 


Sun’s long, at true conj. (25» 2 *), 

is 

i3° 

3 1 ' 

*1" 

I s 

1 3° 

3i' 

1" 

add for his motion 




22" 



5' 

10 " 

Sun’s long, at beg. and end of eclipse, 

IS 

77°" 

77 

77" 

IS 

1 3° 

36' 

iT" 

add the precession. 


20° 

i 9 ' 

36" 


20° 

19' 

36" 

Sun’s distance from the vernal equinox, 

2S 

7 F 

5o' 

59" 

2S 

H° 

55' 

47" 

Moon’s long, at app. conj. 

IS 

1 4° 

6' 

4" 

IS 

14° 

6 ' 

4" 

subtract and add motion in 2 n 32*, 



3o' 

26" 



3o' 

26 " 

Moon’s long, at beg. and end of eclipse, 

is 

1 3° 

35' 

38" 

IS 

77° 

77 '" 

3o" 

Node’s long, at app. codj’.. 

IS 

12° 

47' 

46" 

IS 

12° 

47' 

46" 

add and subtract 




8" 



8" 

Node’s long, at beg. and end of eclipse, 

IS 

12° 

47' 

54" 

IS 

12° 

47' 

38" 


To find, then, the moon’s true latitude at contact and separation, we 
have 


Moon’s distance from node, 
Sine, 

Moon’s latitude, 


47 ' 44" i° 48 ' 52 " 
48' 109' 

3' 46" N. 8 ' 34" N. 


Next are calculated the moon’s parallax in latitude, and her apparent 
latitude, at the beginning and end of the eclipse, by a process of which 
the main results are the following : 
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Orient ecliptic-point, 6 s 

10° 28' 

7 S 3° 59 ' 



Sine, 

625' 

1921' 



Orient-sine, 

345' 

io63' 



Sun’s hour-angle, 

2455P 

4279P 



Meridian ecliptic-point, 3s 

ii° 54' 

4^ n° 7' 



Sine of do., 

3363' 

2590' 



Zenith-distance of do.. 

19° 16' 

24° 53' 



Meridian-sine, 

n 34' 

i445' 



Sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, 

1128' 

1 374' 



Parallax in latitude, 

16' 0" S. 

19' 

29" 

S. 

deduct true latitude, 

3' 46" N. 

8' 

34" 

N. 

Moon’s apparent lat. at beg. and end of eclipse, i a' i4 n S. 

10' 

55" 

s7 

Finally, from the 





Square of sum of semi-diameters, 

906' 1" 

906' 

1" 


deduct squares Of app. latitude, 

i5o' 39" 

1 19' 

n" 


remain 

755' 22 ,f 

786' 

5o" 


Distance of centres in longitude, 

27' 29" 

28' 

3" 


Corresponding interval. 

2 n 29V 

2 n 

32V 


Corrected times of beginning and end of eclipse, 25 n a8v 

3on 

29V 



It is evidently unnecessary to carry any farther this part of the pro- 
cess; at the time of the eclipse, the increase of the moon’s latitude north- 
ward, and the increase of her parallax southward, so nearly balance one 
another, that the additional correction yielded by a new computation 
would be quite inappreciable — as, indeed, has been, in one of the two 
cases, that already obtained. In making this corrective calculation we 
have not followed with exactness the directions given in the commentary 
under v. 14-17. It is there taught that, after making the first rough 
determination of the half-duration, based upon the moon’s apparent lati- 
tude at apparent conjunction, we must turn back to the true conjunction, 
fijd the positions of the planets and node at intervals of the half-dura- 
tion from that point, and make these positions the data of our farther 
approximative processes. The text itself, as already remarked by us 
in the notes, shows an utter and provoking want of explicitness with 
regard to the whole matter, and may be regarded as favoring equally 
the method of the commentary, our own, or any other that might be 
devised. We have taken our own course, then, because we were 
unable to see any sufficient reason for reverting from apparent to true 
conjunction, as directed by the commentator. 

With regard to the next steps, the language of the text is less ambigu- 
ous: it distinctly orders us to deduct from and add to the time of true 
conjunction ( tithyanta ) the intervals found as the former and latter half- 
duration, and from the moments thus determined to compute anew, by 
a repeated process, the parallax in longitude. This is a very laborious 
operation, and not altogether accurate, although perhaps as much so 
as any which the Hindu methods admit. As we are supposed to have 
already ascertained how far apart the two centres must be at the mo- 
ments of contact and separation, the problem is, evidently, to determine 
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at what moment of time they will, allowing for the parallax in longi- 
tude, be at that distance from one another. Now as formerly, to find the 
time of apparent conjunction, we started from that of true conjunction, 
and arrived at the desired result by a series of approximative calcula- 
tions of the parallax in longitude, so now, starting from points removed 
from true conjunction by the given intervals, we shall ascertain, by a 
similar series of approximations, the times when the distances repre- 
sented by those intervals will be apparent, or the moments to which 
contact and separation of the disks will be deferred by parallax in lon- 
gitude. The results of the calculations, as made by us, are as follows : 


Time of true conjunction, 
subtract and add, 

Times of true contact and separation, 
Sun’s longitude, with precession, 
Orient ecliptic-point, 

Orient-sine, 

Meridian ecliptic-point, 

Meridian-sine, 

Sine of ecliptic zenith-distance, 

Sine of ecliptic-altitude, 

Divisor, 

Moon’s longitude, 

Distance from meridian ecliptic-point. 
Sine, 

Parallax in longitude, 


25& 2V 

25a 2V 

2*1 ?9V 

2« 3av 

22* 1 33v 

2711 34v 

2 S 3° 46' 16" 

2 S 3° 53' 1" 

5s 27 0 9' 

6S 20° 27' 

9 5'. 

664' 

2S 25° 52' 

3s 23° 56' 

1107' 

1226' 

1 106' 

1203' 

3255' 

3219' 

908 

918 

2S 3° 2l' 

2S 4° 21 ' 

22° 3l ' 

IS 19° 35' 

i3i6' 

2617' 

i a 27V 

20 5lV 


Again, we go on to correct thes^ results by repeated calculations of 
the parallax, in the mode which has already been sufficiently illustrated. 
Annexed are the results only : 


Times of contact and separation, 

22n 

33v 

27 ** 

34V 

add correction for parallax. 

in 

27V 

2n 

5iv 

Times of contact and separation, once equated, 

24 n 

OV 

3on 

d 5 v 

Corresponding parallax, 

in 

54 v 

3 n 

20V 

add to times first obtained, 

22n 

33v 

270 

34v 


Times of contact and separation, twice equated, 24 n '-*7 V 3on 54 v 

Corresponding parallax, 2n 2v 3n 24 v 

Without taking the trouble to carry the calculations any farther, we 
may accept these as the finally determined values of the parallax in 
longitude at the times of apparent contact and separation. Then, 
by v. 16, 


Parallax in longitude at contact and separation, 
do. at apparent conjunction, 
Difference of parallaxes, 
add to former and latter mean half-duration, 

True former and latter half duration, 
subtract and add from and to time of app. conj., 

Times of apparent contact and separation, 


2n 2V 

3 n 2 4 V 

2 n 55v 

2n 55 v 

53 v 

29V 

2n 29V 

2» 32V 

3n 22V 

3n jv 

27« 5yV 

2711 57V 

24 n 35v 

3on 58v 
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The calculation of the elements of the eclipse is thus completed. 
For the purpose, however, of illustrating the rules of the text (iv. 18-21) 
for determining, in the case of a solar eclipse, the amount of obscura- 
tion at any given moment during the continuance of the eclipse, we add 
also the following process : 

XVI. To find the amount of obscuration of the sun, 2 n 38 v after 
first contact. 

We make choice of this time, which is equivalent to 27“ 13 T after sun- 
rise, because the data for finding the parallax in latitude at the moment 
have already been calculated (see above, XI). By iv. 18, from the 
True former half-duration ( sphuta sparpasthityardha), 3 a 22V 

deduct the given interval, an 38 v 

Interval to apparent conjunction ( madhyagrahano ), 44 T 

To reduce this interval in time to distance in longitude of the centres, 
we say (iv. 18) 

6on : 664 ' l" : : 44 v : 8' 7" 

This, then, would be the interval in longitude between the two centres 
at the given moment, if there were no change of the moon’s parallax 
in longitude during the eclipse, or if the moon actually gained in 
2“ 2 9 V , instead of in 3 tt 22 T , the distance intervening between her centre 
and the sun’s at the moment of first contact. That, however, being 
not the case, we must reduce the result thus found in the ratio of 
3“ 22 v to 2 n 29 v , or of the true to the mean half-duration. That is to 
say (iv. 19), 

3 a 22V : 2n 29V : : 8’ 7'' : 5 ' 69" 

and this result, 5' 59", is the true distance of the two centres in longi- 
tude, 27“ 13 v after sunrise. 

A briefer and more obvious method of obtaining the quantity in 
question would have been to make a proportion as follows : if at the 
time of the eclipse, the moon gains upon the sun 27' 29" in 3 n 22 r 
what will she gain during 44 v ? or 

3 n 22V : 27" 29" : : 44 r : 5 ' 59" 

Upon computation, we find the 


Moon’s parallax in latitude, 27 n 13 Y after sunrise. 

16 ' 

5i" S. 

Moon’s true latitude, 

5' 

25" H. 

Moon’s apparent latitude, 

11 ' 

26 " 

Its square, 

i3o' 

43" 

Square of distance in longitude (5’ 59"), 

35' 

5 9 " 

Their sum (iv. 20), 

166 ' 

34" 

Actual distance of centres. 

12 ' 

54" 

deduct from sum of semi-diameters, 

3o' 

6 " 

Amount of obscuration at given time, 

17 ' 

12 " 


If it were desired to project the eclipse, we should now have to cal- 
culate (by iv. 24-25) the deflection (valana) for the moments of contact, 
conjunction, and separation, and likewise (by iv.26) the scale of projec- 
tion. As we do not, however, intend to present here a projection, and as 
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the subject of the deflection has been sufficiently illustrated already, in 
the notes upon the text and in the calculation of the lunar eclipse, we re- 
gard it as unnecessary to go through with the labor required for making 
the computations in question. Finally, we annex, as in the case of the 
lunar eclipse formerly calculated, a summary comparison of the princi- 
pal results of the Hindu processes with the elements of the eclipse in 
question as determined by Prof. Coffin, in his work referred to above. 
It must be borne in mind, however, that, owing to the faulty manner in 
which many of the computations of the native astronomer have been 
made, the comparison is not entirely trustworthy ; a more careful adhe- 
rence to the methods of the Siddhanta would have given somewhat 
different results : in the case of the daily motions of the sun and moon, 
the true calculations, as performed by us (see p. 452), give more correct 
values ; in other instances, the contrary might perhaps have been the 
case. 


Surva-Siddh&nta. 

Prof. Coffin. 

Hindu error. 

Time of true conjunction in longitude, 

2 b 3om 

3h 56m 

- 

ih 26 m 

Sun’s and moon’s longitude, 

63° 5o' 37 " 

65° 12 ' 37 " 

— 

1° 22' 

Moon’s distance from node, 

43' 6" 

4° 12 ' 22 " 

— 

3° 29 ' 16 " 

Sun’s daily motion in longitude, 

56' 5a" 

5 7 ' 45" 

- 

53" 

Moon’s do. do. 

12° O' 59" 

12 ° 7 ' 12 " 

- 

6 ' i3" 

Sun’s apparent diameter, 

3i' 10 " 

3i' 3 7 " 

- 

27" 

Moon’s do. do. 

29 ' 2 " 

29 ' 45" 


43" 

Time of apparent conjunction, 

3h 4om 

5b 32 m 

_ 

ih 52 m 

Parallax in longitude, in time, 

lh 10 m 

ih 36m 

_ 

26m 

Amount of greatest obscuration. 

19' 

3o' 59 " 

— 

I I' 59" 

Time of first contact, 

pb 20 m 

4 h J5m 

_ 

ih 55m 

Time of separation, 

4h 5om 

6 h 38m 

— 

]b 48 m 

Duration of eclipse, 

2 b 3oui 

2 b 23m 


ym 


26* pp. 327-344. Prof. Weber, of Berlin, has favored us in a pri- 
vate communication with a number of additional synonyms of the names 
of the asterisms, derived from the literature of the Brahmana period. 

Mrguciras, the fifth of the series, is also styled andhaka, “ the blind,” 
apparently from its dimness ; aryikd, “honorable, worthy;” invaka, of 
doubtful meaning : this latter epithet is also found in some manuscripts 
of the Amarakoca, as various reading for ilvala , which is there ex- 
pressly declared (I. i. 2. 25) to designate the stars in the head of the 
antelope. 

Ardra, the sixth asterism, is called bahu, “ arm.” Taking this name 
in connection with that of the preceding group, it seems probable that 
the Hindus figured to themselves the conspicuous constellation Orion 
as a running antelope, of which «, y, (?, and x mark the feet : a, then, is 
the left fore-foot, or arm. Perhaps the name Mrgavyadha, “ antelope- 
hunter,” given to the neighboring Sirius (viii. 10), is connected with the 
same fancy. 

The Maghas are called in a hymn of the last book of the Rig-Yeda 
(x. 85. 13) aghas: the word means literally “evil, base, sinful,” and its 
application to one of the asterisms is so strange that, if not found else- 
where, we should be inclined to conjecture a corrupted reading. 
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riialgtnii, or the Phalgunis, forming the eleventh and twelfth groups, 
are styled also arjuni, “bright, shining.” 

(yravana, the twenty-third asterism, receives the name apvattha, which 
is properly that of a tree, the Ficus religiosa ; the reason of the appella- 
tion is altogether obscure. 

Bhadrapada, the last double asterism, is called pratishthana, “stand, 
support,” in evident allusion to the disposition of the four bright stars 
which compose it, like the four feet of a stand, table, bedstead, or the like. 

27. p. 344. We offer herewith the stellar chart to which reference 
was made in the note on p. 349, and which is intended to illustrate the 
positions and mutual relations of the Hindu nakshatras, the Arab 
manazil al-kamar, and the Chinese sieu. We add a brief explanation 
of the manner in which it has been constructed, and tljp form in which 
it is presented. 

The form of the map is that of a plane projection, having the ecliptic 
as its central line. It would have better illustrated the Hindu method 
of defining the positions of the junction-stars, and the errors of the po- 
sitions as defined by them, if the equator of A. D. 560, "instead of the 
ecliptic, had been made the central line of the projection. This, how- 
ever, would have involved the necessity of calculating the right ascen- 
sion and declination of every star laid down, a labor which we were not 
willing to undertake. Moreover, the ecliptic is, in fact, the proper cen- 
tral line along which the groups of the Hindu and Arab systems, at 
least, are arranged, and the form given to the chart also facilitates the 
laying down of the equator of B. C. 2350, which we desired to add, for 
the purpose of enabling our readers to judge in a more enlightened 
manner of the plausibility of M. Biot’s views respecting the origin of 
the Chinese system : it is drawn with a broken line, while the equator 
of A. D. 560 is also represented, by an entire line. As the zone of the 
heavens represented is, in the main, that bordering the ecliptic, the dis- 
tances and the configuration of the stars are altered and distorted by 
the plane projection to only a very slight degree, not enough to be of any 
account in a merely illustrative chart, such as this is. As a general rule, 
we have laid down all the stars of the first four magnitudes which are 
situated near the ecliptic, or in that part of the heavens through which 
the line of the asterisms passes ; stars of the fourth to fifth magnitude 
are also in many cases added ; smaller ones are noted only when they 
enter into the groups of the several systems, or when there were other 
special reasons for introducing them. The positions are in all cases 
taken from Flamsteed’s Catalogue, and the magnitudes are also for the 
most part from the same authority : in many individual cases, however, 
we have followed other authorities. We have endeavored so to mark 
the members of the three different series that these may readily be 
traced across the map ; but, to assure and facilitate the comparison, we 
also place upon the page opposite it a conspectus of the nomenclature, 
constitution, and correspondence of the three systems, referring to 
pages 327-344 for a fuller discussion of these matters, and an exposition 
of what is certain, and w'hat more or less hypothetical, or exposed to 
doubt, with regard to them. 
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Hindu asterism. 

t. Ajvini. 

P and 7 Arietis. 

2. Bharani. 

35, 39. and 41 Arietta. 

3. Krttika. . 

Tauri. etc. (Pleiades). 

4 . Rohini 

a, i, 7, 5, £ Tauri. 

5. Mrga$iras. 

(fi, $2 Orionis. 

6. Ardra. 

cl Orionis. 

7 . Punarrasu. 

P, a Geminoripi. 

8. Pushy a. 

a, 6, 7 Cancri. 

q. Acleshd. 

g, 5, <r, a, ? Hydra. 

10. Magha. - 

а, n, 7, L U, £ Leonis. 

11. Purva-Plialguni. 

б, 5 Leouis. 

12. TJ ttara-Phalguni. 

p, 93 Looms. 

13. Hasta. 

3, 7, e, a, (3 Com. 

1 4. Citra. 

a Virginia. 

15. Svati. 

a Bootis. 

16. Vicaklia, 

i, 7, p, a Libra. 

17. AnurcVdha. 

5, p, ir Scorpionis. 

18. Jycslitha. 

a, cr, r Scorpionis. 

19. Mula. 

>, t, a, J.meScorp. 

20. Purva- A-'hadhid. 

3, e Sagittarii. 

21. Uttara- AshStlhil. 

cr, i Sagittarii. 

22. Abhljii. 

a, £, i Lyra. 

23. Cravana. 

a, 3. 7 Aquilse. 


24. Cravishtlm. 

p, a, 7, 3 Delpliini. 

25. Catabliishaj. 

x Aquarii etc. 

26. Purva-Bhadrapada. 

a, p Pegasi. 

27 Uttara-Bhadrapada. 

7 Pegasi, a Audromedie. 

28. Revati. 

£ Piseium, etc. 


Arab manzil. 

1. ash-Sliaratan. 

p and 7 Arietis. 

2. al-Butain. 

35, 39 and 41 Arietis. 

3. atli-Tliuraiya. 

„ Tauri etc. (Pleiades). 

4. ad-Dabaran. 

cc, J, 7, 3, £ Tauri. 

5. al-Hak'ah. 

x, <pi, g 2 Orionis. 

6. al-Han’ab. 

a, a, v, 7, 5 Geminorum. 

7. adhDhira’. 

p, a Geminorum. 

8. an-Nathrah. 

7, 5 Caneri,andPrasepe. 

q. at-Tarf. 

' Cancri, x Leonis. 

10. aj-Jabhah. 

a, a, 7, £ Leonis. 

11. az-Znbrah. 

3, 7 Leonis. 

12. as-Sarfuh. 

'p Leonis. 

13. al-Auwa. 

p, n, 7, 5, £ Virginia. 

14. as-Simak. 

a Virginb. 

1 5. al-Ghafr. 

1, », x Virginia. 

16. az-ZuMnan. 

a, p Libra. 

17. al-Iklil. 

3, 3 , t Scorpionis. 

18. al-Kalb. 

a Scorpionis. 

19. ash-Sliaulah. 

X, l Scorpionis. 

20. an-Naaim. 

7 2 , 1, £, n, g, <r, t, l Sagittarn. 

2r. al-Batdah. 

N. of jr Sagittarii. 

22. Sa\l adh-Dbabih. 

a, p Cnprieorni. 

23. Sa’d Bula'. 

f, p, * Aquarii. 

24- Sa’d as-Su’ud. 
p, f Aquarii. 

2D. Sa’d al-Akhbiyah. 

a, 7, { , ti Aquarii. 

26. al-Fargh al-Mukdim. 

a, p Pegasi. 

27. al-Fargb al-Mukbir. 

7 Pegasi, a Andromeda?. 


Chinese siea . 

27. Leu. 

p Arietis. 

28. Oei. 

35 Arietis. 

1. Mao. 

n Tauri. 

2. Pi. 

£ Tauri. 

3. Tse. 

X Orionis. 

4. Tsan. 

3 Orionis. 

5. Tsing. 

a Geminorum. 

6. Kuei. 

3- Cancri. 

7. Lieu. 

3 Hydra. 

8. Sing, 
a Hvdra. 


28. Batn al-Hut. 

p Andromed®, etc. 


9. Chang. 

t i Hydra. 

10. V. 

a Craterb. 

11. Chin. 

7 Corvi. 

12. Kio. 

a Virginia. 

1 3. Kang. 

« Virginia. 

14. Ti. 

a 2 Libra. 

1 5 . Fang. 

it Scorpionis. 

16. Sin. 

cr Scorpionis. 

17. Uei. 

a 2 Scorpionis. 

18. Ki. 

7 2 Sagittarii. 

19. Teu. 

(p Sagittarii. 

20. Nieu. 

p Cnprieorni. 

21. Nil. 

£ Aquarii. 

22. Hiii. 

p Aquarii. 

23 . Goei. 

a Aquarii. 

24. Che. 

a Pegasi. 

2D. Pi. 

7 Pegasi. 

26. Koei. 

£ Andromcdse. 
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28. p. 351. We have perhaps expressed ourselves in a manner liable 
to misconstruction as to the want of reason or authority for giving to - 
the asterisms the name of “ lunar mansions,” “ houses of the moon,” and 
the like. We would by no means be understood as denying that iif the 
Hindu science, especially its older forms, and in the Hindu mythology, 
they are brought into particular and conspicuous relations with the 
moon. Indeed, whether they were originally selected and established with 
reference to the moon’s daily progress along the ecliptic, as has been, 
until lately, the universal opinion, or whether we are to believe with M. 
Biot that they had in the first instance nothing to do with the moon, 
and only came by chance to coincide in number with the days of her 
sidereal revolution — it is at any rate altogether probable that to t}ie 
Hindu apprehension this coincidence formed the basis of the system. 
We may even conclude, from the fact that the asterisms are so fre- 
quently spoken of in the early literature of the Brahmana period, 
while nevertheless there is no distinct mention of the planets until later 
(Weber, Ind. Lit., p. 222), that for a long time the Hindus must have 
confined their attention and observations to the sun and moon, paying 
no heed to the lesser planets : and yet we cannot regard it as in any 
degree probable — hardly as possible, even — that any nation or people 
could establish a system of zodiacal asterisms without discovering and 
taking note of the planets ; or that such a system could have been com- 
municated to, and applied by, the Hindus, without a recognition on 
their part of those conspicuous and ever-moving stars. It may fairly be 
claimed, then, that the asterisms, as a Hindu institution, are an origin- 
ally lunar division of the zodiac; but we object none the less to their 
being styled “ lunar mansions,” or called by any equivalent name; be- 
cause, in the first place, the Hindus themselves have given them no name 
denoting a special relation to the moon, and no name signifying “house, 
mansion, station,” or anything of the kind ; and because, in the second * 
place, as soon and as far as the Hindu astronomy extended itself beyond 
its limitation to observations of the moon, just so far and so soon did 
it employ the system of asterisms as a general method of division of 
the ecliptic ; so that finally, as pointed out by us above, the asterisms 
have come to be divested, in the properly astronomical literature of 
India, of all special connection with the moon. With almost the same 
propriety might we call the Hindu signs “luni-solar mansions” — since 
they are, by origin, the parts of the ecliptic occupied by the sun during, 
each successive synodical revolution of the moon — as denominate the* 
nakshatras of the Siddhantas “ lunar mansions,” 

29 . p. 353. We should have mentioned farther, that an additional 
inducement — and one, probably, of no small weight — to the reduction of 
the number of astei i ;ms from twenty-eight to twenty-seven, is to be 
recognized in the fact that the time of the moon’s sidereal revolution in 
days, though intermediate between the two numbers, is yet decidedly 
nearer to twenty-seven, exceeding it by r less than a third. M. Biot 
might even claim with some reason that the choice of the number 
twenty-eight tended to prove the whole system not a lunar one by 
origin : yet it might be replied that, the time of revolution being dis- 
tinctly more than twenty-seven days, the larger number was fully adrnis- 

vol. vr. 60 
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sible, and that it was also in some respects preferable, as being one that 
could be halved and quartered. 

30 . p. 417. In bringing this work to a close, we deem it advisable 
to present, in a summary manner, but more distinctly and connectedly 
than could properly be done in the notes upon the text, our conclusions 
as to certain points in the history of the Surya-Siddhanta, and of the 
astronomical science which it represents. 

In the first, place, B entley’s determination of the age of the treatise 
we conceive to he altogeth er set aside by the considerations which we 
have adduced_ ag ains t it (note to i. 29-34] ; there is no reasonable 
ground for questioning that the Surya-Siddhanta is, as the Hindus have 
long believed it to be, one of the most ancient and original of the works 
which present their modern astronomical science. How far the text of 
which the translation has been given above is identical in substance and 
extent with that of the original Surya-Siddhanta, is another question, 
and one not easy to solve. That it is not precisely the same is evident 
enough. Even the modern manuscripts differ from one another in sin- 
gle readings, in details of arrangement, in added or omitted verses. A 
comparison of the texts adopted and established by the different com- 
mentators would be highly interesting, as carrying the history of the 
treatise a step farther back : but to us only one commentary is accessi- 
ble, nor do we find anywhere any notices respecting the versions given 
by the others : in the absence of such, we may conclude that all pre- 
sent substantially the same text, and so are alike posterior to the model- 
ling of the work into its present form and with its present contents. 
But the indications of addition and interpolation, which we have had in 
so many cases to point out in our notes, are sometimes too telling to be 
misinterpreted. Farther than this we may not at present go : any de- 
tailed discussion of the subject must remain unsatisfactory, until a fuller 
acquaintance with other of the ancient treatises, and a more careful 
comparison of them with one another, shall throw upon it new light. 
A point of special interest connected with it is, whether the elements of 
mean motions of the planets do actually date from about the time 
pointed out by Bentley’s calculations. With regard to this we are far 
from being confident ; but we do not regard it as impossible, or even as 
very improbable, that those elements, as presented by our text, have 
been the same from the beginning, never having undergone correction 
until the application of the bija, about A. D. 1500 (p. 163 etc.). And 
the date of that correction is calculated at least to suggest the suspicion 
that Muslim science may have had something to do with it. That 
observation, and the improvement of their system by deductions from 
observation, were ever matters of such serious earnest with the Hindus 
.. that they should have been led to make such amendments independ- 
ently, is yet to be proved. The most important alteration of which 
anything like direct proof is furnished is that which concerns the pre- 
cession of the equinoxes (note to iii. 9-12) ; and even here we would 
not undertake to say confidently what is the conclusion to be drawn. 
• All such inquiries must remain conjectural, mere gropings in the twi- 
’ bght. until the position of the Shrya-Siddhanta in the Siddhanta litera- 
ture snail be better understood. What has given it so much greater 



Stlrya- Siddhdnta. 


471 


prominence and popularity than are enjoyed by the other works of its 
class, or from what period its preeminence dates, is unknown. There 
are treatises, like the (jakalya-Sanhita (add. note 1), which agree with 
it in all essential features; there are yet others, like the Soma and Ya- 
sishtha Siddhantas, which are said (add. note 6) to vary little from it : 
whether any one among them all is original — and if any, which — 
whether in each case the relation is one of co-ordination or of subordi- 
nation — we must be content for the time to be ignorant. 

One thing, however, is certain : underneath whatever variety may 
characterize the separate treatises, there exists a_ fundam ental unity ; 
their differences are of secondary importance as compared with their 
resemblances; they all represent • — ■ .i »'•; r\. system. And this 
by no means in'the same sense h ,i astronomical works 

may be said to represent a single system. For the Hindu system isjnot) 
one of nature ; it is not even a peculiar method of viewing and inter- 
preting nature, from which, after it had once been devised by some con- 
trolling intellect, others had not the force and originality to deviate : it 
is a thoroughly artificial structure, full of arbitrary assumptions, of ab- 
surdities even, which have no foundation in nature, and could be in- 
vented by one as well as another. We need only to refer, as instances, 
to the frame-work of monstrous chronological period s (i. 14-23)— Ao_ 
the common epoch of the~comrnen cern ent of Hie Iron Age (n ote to i. 
29-34), with its e xact or nearly exac * 1 1 ~ e 

the planets — to the form of statemei ■ ' • • ■ ' " 

recurring conjunctions, at longer or shorter intervals — to the ass ump- 
tion of a starting-point for the planets from at or near PisciunT(note 
to i. 27) — to the revolutions of the apsides and nodes of the planets 
(i. 41-44) — to the ibmb'e y . l-s (ii. 34-38) — to the deter- 

mination of the p'vu la-v i - ni : . *••• '.•••). etc., etc. These are plain 
indications that the Hindu science emanated from one centre^; that it 
was the elabor ation of a_period and of a school, if not of a single mas- 
ter, who had power enough to imposi' his idiocy ncracy upon the science 
of a' whole nation. The question, iTicn, of the comparative antiquity 
of single treatises is lost in the higher interest of the inquiry — when, 
where, and under what influence originated the system which they all 
agree in representing? 

What our opinions are upon these points will not be a matter of 
doubt with any one who may have carefully looked through the preced- 
iug pages, although they have nowhere been explicitly stated. We re- 
gard the Hindu science as an offshoot from the Greek, planted not far 
from the. commencement of the Christian era, and attaining its fully de- 
veloped form in the course of the fifth and sixth centuries. The grounds 
of this opinion we will proceed briefly to state. 

In considering such a question, it is fair to take first into account the 
general probabilities of the case. And there can be no question that, 
from what we know in other respects of the character and tendencies 
of the Hindu mind, we should not at all look to find the Hindus in pos- 
session of an astronomical science containing so much of truth. They 
have been from the beginning distinguished by a remarkable inaptitude 
and disinclination to observe, to collect facts, to record, to make indue- 
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tive investigations. The old belief under the influence of which Badly 
could form his strange theories — the belief in the immense antiquity of 
the Indian people, and its immemorial possession of a highly developed 
civilization — the belief that India was the cradle of language, myth- 
ology, arts, sciences, and religions — has long since been proved an error. / 
It is now well known that Hindu culture cannot pretend to a remoter 
origin than 2000 B. C., and that, though marked by striking and emi- 
nent traits of intellect and character, the Hindus have ever been weak 
in positive science; metaphysics and grammar — with, perhaps, algebra 
and arithmetic, to them the mechanical part of mathematical science — 
being the onlv branches of knowledge in which they have independently 
won honorable distinction. That astronomy would come to constitute 
an exception to the general rule in this respect, there is no antecedent 
ground for supposing. The infrequency of references to the stars in 
the early Sanskrit literature, the late date of the earliest mention of the 
: planets, prove that there was no special impulse leading the nation to 
devote itself to studying the movements of the heavenly bodies. All 
t evidence goes to show that the Hindus, even after they had derived 
from abroad (p. 348) a systematic division of the ecliptic, limited their 
attention to the two chief luminaries, the sun and moon, and contented 
themselves with establishing a method of maintaining the concordance 
of the solar year with the order of the lunar months. If, then, at a later 
period, we find them in possession of a full astronomy of the solar sys- 
tem, our first impulse is to inquire, whence did they obtain it ? A 
closer inspection does not tend to inspire us with confidence in it as of 
Hindu origin. ITc find it, to be sure, thoroughly Hindu in its external 
form, wearing many strange and fantastic features which are to be at 
once recognized as of native Indian growth ; but we find it also to con- 
tain much true science, which could only be derived from a profound 
and long-continued study of nature. The whole system, in short, may 
be divided into two portions, whereof the one contains truth so success- 
fully deduced that only the Greeks, among all other ancient nations, can 
show anything worthy to be compared with it ; the other, the frame- 
work in which that truth is set, composed of arbitrary assumptions and 
• absurd imaginings, which betray a close connection with the fictitious 
cosmogonies ami geographies of the philosophical and Puranic literature 
of India. The question presses itself, then, strongly upon us, whether 
these two portions can possibly have the same origin : whether the sci- 
entific habit of mind which could lead to the discovery of the one is 
compatible with those traits which would permit its admixture with the 
other. But most especially, could a system founded — as this, if origi- 
nal, must have been — upon sagacious, accurate, and protracted observa- 
tion of the heavenly bodies, so entirely ignore the ground-work upon 
which it rested, and refuse and deny all possibility of future improve- 
ment by like means, as does this Hindu system, in whose text-books 
appears no record of an observation, and no confessed deduction from 
observations ; in which the astronomer is remanded to his text-book as 
the sole and sufficient source of knowledge, nor ever taught or coun- 
selled to study the heavens except for the purpose of determining his 
longjtu.de, his latitude, and the local time ? Surely, we have a right to 
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say that the system, in its form as laid before us, must come from an- 
other people or another generation than that -which laid its scientific 
foundation ; that it must be the work of a race which either had never 
known, or had had time to forget, the observing habits and the induc- 
tive methods of those who gave it origin. But the hypothesis that an 
earlier generation in India itself performed the labors of which the later 
system-makers reaped the fruit, is well-nigh excluded by the absence, 
already referred to, of all evidence in the more ancient literature of 
deep astronomical investigation : the other alternative, of derivation 
from a foreign source, remains, if not the only possible, at least the only 
probable one. We come, then, next to consider the direct evidences of 
a Greek origin. 

First in importance among these is the system of epicycles for repre- 
senting the movement, and calculating the positions, of the planets. 
This, the cardinal feature in both systems, is (ii. 34-45) essentially alike 
and the same in both. Now', notwithstanding the fact that such second- 
ary circles do in fact represent, to a certain degree, true quantities in 
nature, there is yet too much that is strange and arbitrary in them to 
leave any probability to the supposition that two nations could have de- 
vised them independently. But there are sufficient grounds for believ- 
ing the Greeks to have actually created their own system, bringing it 
by successive steps of elaboration to the form in which Ptolemy finally 
presents it. In the history of the science among the Greeks, everything 
is clear and open ; they tell us what they owed to the Egyptians, what 
to the Chaldeans : we trace the conceptions which were the germs of 
their scheme of epicycles, the observations on which it was based, the 
inductive and deductive methods by which it was worked out and estab- 
lished. In the Hindu astronomy, on the other hand, all is groundles s 
assumption and alwunl pretence : we find, as basis for the system, neither 
the conception — for these are directly or impliedly denied or ignored 
— nor the observations — for not a mention of an actual observation is 
anywhere to be discovered — nor the methods : the whole is gravely put 
forth as a complete and perfect fabric, of divine origin and immemorial 
antiquity. On the agreement of the two sciences in point of numerical 
data we will not lay any stress, since it might well enough be supposed 
that two nations, if once set upon the same track toward the discovery 
of truth, would arrive independently at so near an accordance with na- 
ture and with one another. We will look for other evidences, of a less 
ambiguous character, to sustain our main argument. The division of 
the circle, into signs, degrees, minutes, and seconds, is the same in both 
systems, and, being the foundation on which all numerical measurements 
and calculations are made, is an essential and integral part of both. 
Now the names of the first subdivisions, the signs, are the same in 
Greece and in India (see note to i. 58) : but with the Greeks they belong 
to certain fixed arcs of the ecliptic, being derived from the constellations 
occupying those arcs ; with the Hindus they are applied to successive 
arcs of 30°, counted from anv point that may be chosen : this is an un- 
ambiguous indication that the latter have borrowed them, and forgotten 
or neglected their original significance. But farther, the ordinary Hindu 
name of that division of the circle which is in most frequent use, the 
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minute, is no Sanskrit word, but taken directly from the Greek, being 
lipta, which is t-enTun. Again, the planets are ordinarily named in the 
Siddhantas in the order in which they succeed one another as regents 
of the days of the week; and not only has it been shown above that 
the week is no original Hindu institution, but it has even appeared that, 
on tracing it to its very foundation, we find there another Greek word, 
won, represented by kora. Once more, in the cardinal operation of find- 
ing by means of the system of epicycles the true place of a planet, we 
see that one of the most important data, the mean anomaly, is called 
by another name of Greek origin, nameiy kcndra , which is xivronr. 
These three words, occurring where they do, not upon the outskirts of 
the Hindu science, but in its very centre and citadel, amount of them- 
selves almost to full proof of its Greek origin : taken in connection with 
the other concurrent evidences, they form an argument which can nei- 
ther be set aside nor refuted. Of those other evidences, we will only 
mention farther here that Hindu treatises and commentaries of an early 
date often refer to the yavanas, “Greeks” or “westerners,” and to ya- 
vanacaryas. “ the Greek (or western) teachers,” as authorities on astro- 
nomical subjects — that astronomical treatises are found bearing names 
which come more or less distinctly from the West (note to i. 4-6) — and 
that floating traditions are met with, to the effect that some of the 
Siddhantas were revealed to their human promulgators in Romaka-eitv, 
that is to say, at Rome. Farther witness to the same truth, deducible 
from other coincidences of the two systems, we pass unnoticed here, 
since it is not our object to discuss the question exhaustively, but only 
to bring forward the main grounds of our opinions. 

The question next arises, when, and in what manner the knowledge of 
astronomy was communicated from Greece to India. In reply to this, 
only probabilities otfer themselves, yet in some points the indications 
are pretty distinct. It is, in our own view, altogether likely that the 
science came in connection with the lively commerce which, during the 
first centuries of our era, was carried on by sea between Alexandria, as 
the port and mart of Rome, and the western coast of India. Two con- 
siderations especially favor this supposition : first, that the chief site of 
the Hindu science is found to be the city which lay nearest to the route 
of that commerce (note to i. 62) : secondly, that Rome is the only west- 
ern city or country which is distinctly mentioned in the astronomical 
geography (xii. 39), and the one with which, as above noticed, the astro- 
nomical traditions connect themselves. Had the Hindus derived their 
knowledge overland, through the Syrian, Persian, and Bactrian king- 
doms which stood under Greek government, or in which Greek influence 
was predominant, and Greek culture known and prized, the name of 
Rome would have been vastly less likely to stand forth with such promi- 
nence, and the capitals of Hindustan proper would more probably have 
been the cradles of the new science. The absence from the Hindu 
system of any of the improvements introduced by Ptolemy into that of 
the Greeks (note to ii. 43-45) tends strongly to prove that "the transmis- 
sion of the principal groundwork of the former took place before his 
time : nor can we think it likely that the numerical elements adopted 
by the Hindus would vary so much as in many cases they are found to 
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do from those of -the Syntaxis, if the latter had been already in existence, 
and acknowledged as the principal and most authoritative exponent of 
Greek astronomy. Whether the information was transmitted through 
the medium of Hindus who visited the Mediterranean, or of learned 
Greeks who made the voyage to India, or by the translation of Greek 
treatises, or by what other methods, we would not at present even offer 
a conjecture; and the point is one of^only subordinate consequence. 

Whatever may have been the date of the first communication of the 
elements out of which the Hindu system was elaborated, there is good 
reason to suppose that its final reduction to its present form did not 
take place until some time during the fifth and sixth centuries. That 
period is distinctly' pointed out by the choice of the equinox of A. D. 
570 as the initial and principal point of the fixed sphere (note to i. 27), 
by the definition of position of the junction-stars of the asterisms (p. 355), 
and by the Hindu traditions which refer to that time the names of 
greatest prominence and authority in the early history of the science. 
It is evident that the elaboration of the system must have been a work 
of time, probably of many generations : what were the forms which it 
wore in the interval we do not know ; here, as in many other depart- 
ments of the Hindu literature, all record of the steps of development 
appears to be lost, only the final and fully formed product being pre- 
served and transmitted to us : yet more light upon this point may still 
be hoped for, from the careful examination of all documents now ac- 
cessible, or of such as may hereafter be discovered. The process of 
assimilation and adaptation to Hindu conceptions and Hindu methods 
was thoroughly and completely performed. Among the changes of 
method introduced, the most useful and important was the substitution 
of sines for chords (p. 200); the general substitution of an arithmetical 
for a geometrical form also deserves particular notice. That no great 
amount of geometrical science is implied in any part of the system, is 
very evident : it is distinguished by the constant and dexterous applica- 
tion of a few simple principles : the equality of the square of the hy- 
pothenuse to the sum of the squares of the base and perpendicular — the 
comparison of similar right-angled triangles — the formation and com- 
bination of proportions, the rule of three — are the characteristic features 
of the early Hindu mathematical knowledge, as displayed in the Surya- 
Siddhanta. Of other treatises, of an earlier or later period, as those of 
Brahmagupta and Bhaskara, which (see Colebrooke’s Hindu Algebra) 
give evidence of knowledge more profound in arithmetic and algebra, 
we cannot at present speak ; but we hope at some future time to be able 
to revert to the subject of the Hindu astronomy, in connection with 
these or other of the text-books by which it is represented. 

Rev. Mr. Burgess, having placed his translation and notes in the 
hands of the Committee of Publication for farther elaboration, has very 
liberally allowed them entire freedom in their work, even where their 
deductions, and the views they expressed, did not accord with his own 
opinions. The most important point at issue between us is that dis- 
cussed in the next preceding pages, or the originality of the Hindu 
astronomy ; upon this, then, he is desirous of expressing independently 
his dissenting views, as in the following note. 
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Concluding Note by the Translator. 

It may not be improper for me to state, in a closing note, that I bad 
prepared a somewhat extended and elaborate essay on the history of 
astronomy among the Hindus, to be published in connection with the 
preceding translation. But the length of this essay is such — the subject 
matter of it not being material to the illustration of the Siddhanta, and 
the translation and notes having already occupied so much space — that 
it was not thought advisable to insert it here. 

Yet as my investigations have led me to adopt opinions on some 
points differing from those advanced by Prof. Whitney in his very valu- 
able additions to the notes upon the translation, truth and consistency 
seem to require me to present at least a brief summary of the results at 
which I arrived in that essay in reference to the points in question. By 
so doing, I free myself from any embarrassment under which I should 
labor, if hereafter — as I now intend — I shall wish to express the 
grounds for my opinions on these points, in this Journal or elsewhere. 

The points to which I allude bear upon the claims of the Hindus to 
the honor of original invention and discov'ery in astronomical science — 
especially, their claims to such an honor in comparison with the Greeks. 

Prof. Whitney seems to hold the opinion, that the Hindus derived 
their astronomy and astrology almost bodily from the Greeks — and 
that what they did not borrow from the Greeks, they derived from other 
people, as the Arabians, Chaldeans and Chinese (see pp. 178, 348, 350, 
et al.). I think he does not give the Hindus the credit due to them, 
and awards to the Greeks more credit than they are justly entitled to. 
In advancing this opinion, however, I admit that the Greeks, at a later 
period, were the more successful cultivators of astronomical science. 
There is nothing among the Hindu treatises that can compare with the 
great Syntaxis of Ptolemy. And yet, from the light I now have, I 
must think the Hindus original in regard to most of the elementary 
facts and principles of astronomy as found in their systems, and for the 
most part also in their cultivation of. the science ; and that the Greeks 
borrowed from them, or from an intermediate secondary source, to 
which these facts and principles had come from India. I might perhaps 
so far modify this statement as to admit the supposition that neither 
Greeks nor Hindus borrowed the one from the other, but both from a 
common source. But with my present knowledge, I cannot concur in 
the opinion that the Hindus are, to any great extent, indebted to the 
Greeks for their astronomy, or that the latter have any well grounded 
claims to the honor of originality in regard to those elementary facts 
and principles, of astronomical science which are common to their own 
and other ancient systems, and which are of such a nature as indicates 
for them a single origin, and a transmission from one system to another. 
For the sake of clearness, it is well tkatff should state more specifically 
a few of the more important facts and principles that come under the 
class above referred to. They are as follows : 

1..1hc lunar diiision of the zodiac into tw T enty-seven or twenty-eicdit 
asterisms (see transl., ch. viii). This division is common, with slight 
modifications, to the Hindu, Arabian, and Chinese systems. ° 



Surya-Siddh&nta. 


477 

2. Tke solar division of the zodiac into twelve signs, with the names 
of the latter. These names are, in their import, precisely the same in 
the Hindu and Greek systems. The coincidence is such that the theory 
of the division and the names of the parts having proceeded from one 
original source is unquestionably the correct one. 

3. The theory of epicycles in accounting for the motions of the plan- 
ets, and in calculating their true places. This is common to the Hindu 
and Greek astronomies. At least, there is such a coincidence in the two 
systems in reference to the epicycles as almost to preclude the idea of 
independent origin or invention. 

4. Coincidences, and even a sameness in some parts, between the 
systems of astrology received among the Hindus, Greeks, and Arabians, 
strongly indicate for those systems, in their primitive and essential ele- 
ments, a common origin. 

5. The names of the five planets known to the ancients, and the ap- 
plication of these names to the days of the week (see notes, i. 52). 

In regard to thes»e specifications 1 remark in general : 

First, in reference to no one of them do the claims of any people to 
the honor of having been the original inventors or discoverers appear to 
be better founded than those ®f the Hindus. 

Secondly, in reference to most of them, the evidence of originality I 
regard as clearly in favor of the Hindus ; and in regard to some, and 
those the more important, this evidence appears to me nearly or quite 
conclusive. 

I have not space for detail, nor is it the design of this note to enter 
into the details of argument on any- point whatever. A brief remark, 
however, for the sake of clearness, seems called for in reference to each 
of the above five specifications of facts and principles common to some 
or all of the ancient systems of astronomy and astrology-. 

1. As to the lunar division of the zodiac into twenty-seven or twenty- 
eight nsterisms. The undoubted antiquity of this division, even in its 
elaborated form, among the Hindus, in connection with the absence or 
paucity of such evidence among any other people, incline me decidedly 
to the opinion that the division is of a purely Hindu origin. This is 
still my opinion, notwithstanding the views advanced by M. Biot and 
others in favor of another origin. 

2. As to the solar division of the zodiac into twelve parts, and the 
names of those parts. The use of this division, and the present names 
of the signs, can be proved to have existed in India at as early a period 
as in any other country ; and there is evidence less clear and satisfac- 
tory, it is true, yet of such a character as to create a high decree of 
probability, that this division was known to the Hindus eenturieslicfore 
any traces can be found in existence among any other people. 

As corroborative of this position in part, or at least as strongly favor- 
ing the idea of an eastern origin of the division of the ecliptic in question, 

I may be allowed to adduce the opinions of Ideler and Lepsius, as quoted 
by Humboldt (Cosmos, Harper's cd., ill. 120, note): “Ideler is inclined 
to believe that the Orientals had names, but not constellations, for the 
Dodeeatomeria, and Lepsius regards it as a natural assumption ‘ that 
the Greeks, at the period when tlieir sphere was for the most part 
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unfilled, should have added to their own the Chaldean constellations 
from which the twelve divisions were named.’” Whether Ideler meant 
by “ Orientals ” the Chaldeans, or some other eastern people, the appli- 
cation of the term in this connection to the Hindus exactly suits the 
supposition of the Indian origin of the division in question, since .in 
Indian astronomy the names of the signs are merely names of the 
twelfth parts of the ecliptic, and are never applied to constellations. 
Humboldt’s opinion is, that the solar divisions of the ecliptic, with the 
names of the signs, came to the Greeks from Chaldea. I think the evi- 
dence preponderates in favor of a more eastern, if not a Hindu, origin. 

3. The theory of epicycles. The difference in the development of 
this theory in the Greek and Hindu systems of astronomy precludes 
the idea that one of these people derived more than a hint respecting it 
from the other. And so far as this point alone is concerned, we have as 
much reason to suppose the Greeks to have been the borrowers as the 
contrary ; but other considerations seem to favor the supposition that 
the Hindus were the original inventors of this theory. 

4. As regards astrology, there is not much honor, in any estimation, 
connected with its invention and culture. The coincidences that exist 


between the Hindu and Greek systems are too remarkable to admit of 
the supposition of an independent origin for them. But the honor of 
original invention, such as it is, lies, I think, between the Hindus and the 
Chaldeans. The evidence of priority of invention and culture seems, on 
the whole, to be in favor of the former ; the existence of three or four 


Arabic and Greek terms in the Hindu system being accounted for on 
the supposition that they were introduced at a comparatively recent 
period. In reference, however, to the word hor&, Greek toga (see notes 
to i. 52 ; xii. 78-79), it may not be inappropriate to introduce the tes- 
timony of Herodotus (B. II, ch. 109) : “ The sun-dial and the gnomon, 
with the division of the day into twelve parts, were received by the 
Greeks from the Babylonians.” There is abundant testimony to the 
fact that the division of the day into twenty-four hours existed in the 
East, if not actually in India, before it did in Greece. In reference, 
farther, to the so-called Greek words found in Hindu astronomical treat- 
ises, I would remark that we may with entire propriety refer them to 
that numerous class of words common to the Greek and Sanskrit lan- 
guages, which either came to both from a common source, or passed 
from the Sanskrit to the Greek at a period of high antiquity ; for no 
one maintains, so far as I am aware, that the Greek is the parent of the 
Sanskrit, to the extent indicated by this numerous class of words and 
by the similarity of grammatical inflections in the two languages. 

5. As to the names of the planets, I remark that the identity of all 
of them in the Hindu and Greek systems is not to my mind clearly 
made out. However this may be, I think the present names of the 
panels in Greek astronomy originated at least as far east as Chaldea. 
Herodotus says (B. II, ch 52) . . . « the names of the gods came into 
Greece from Egypt.” The names of the planets are names of gods. 
Herodotus . opinion indicates the belief of the Greeks in reference to 
the origin of these names. Other considerations show for them, almost 
beyond a question, an origin as far east, to say the least, as Chaldea. 
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As to the application of the names of the planets to the days of the 
week, it is impossible to determine definitely where it originated. Re- 
specting this matter, Prof. H. H. Wilson expresses his opinion — in which 
I concur — in the following language: “The origin of this arrangement 
is not very precisely ascertained, as it was unknown to the Greeks, and 
not adopted by the Romans until a late period. It is commonly 
ascribed to the Egyptians and Babylonians, but upon no very sufficient 
authority, and the Hindus appear to have at least as good a title to the 
invention as any other people” (Jour. Roy. As. Soc., ix. 84). 

One word on the claims of the Arabians to the honor of original in- 
vention in astronomical science. And first, they themselves claim no 
such honor. They confess to having received their astronomy from 
India and Greece. They had at an early period some two or three of 
the first Hindu treatises of astronomy. “ In the reign of the second 
Abbasside Khalif Almansur ... (A. D v 773), as is related in the preface 
to the astronomical tables of Ben-Al-Adami, published . . . A. D. 920, 
an Indian astronomer, well versed in the science which he professed, 
visited the court of the Ivhalif, bringing with him tables of the equa- 
tions of planets according to the mean motions, with observations rela- 
tive to both solar and lunar eclipses, and the ascension of the signs ; 
taken, as he affirmed, from tables computed by an Indian prince, whose 
name, as the Arabian author writes it, was Phighar” (Colebrooke’s 
Hindu Algebra, p. lxiv). That the Arabians were thoroughly imbued 
with a knowledge of the Hindu astronomy before they became ac- 
quainted with that of the Greeks, is evident from their translation of 
Ptolemy's Syntaxis, It is known that this great work of the Greek 
astronomer first became known in Europe through the Arabic version. 
In the Latin translation of this version, the ascending node (Greek Otpa- 
(Ufh'/Cuiv oupdeaftog) is called nodus capitis, “node of the head,” and the 
descending node (Greek xaTafiifiuloip avideauog), nodus caudal , “node of 
the tail” — which are pure Hindu appellations (see Latin Translation of 
Almagest, B. iv, ch. 4 ; B. vi, ch. 7, et al). This fact, with other evidence, 
clearly shows the influence of Hindu astronomy on that of the Arabians. 
In fact, this latter people seem to have done little more iu this science 
than work over the materials derived from their eastern and western 
neighbors. 

Another fact showing the belief of the Arabians themselves respect- 
ing their indebtedness, in matters of science, to the Hindus, should be 
mentioned here. They ascribe the invention of the numerals, the nine 
digits (the credit of whose invention is quite generally awarded to the 
Arabians), to the Hindus. “All the Arabic and Persian books of arith- 
metic ascribe the invention to the Indians” (Strachey, on the Early 
History of Algebra, As. Res., xii. 184 ; see likewise Colebrooke’s Hindu 
Algebra, pp. lii-liii, where the same is shown from a different authority. 
Strachey’s article was published subsequently to the work of Colebrooke). 

The above facts and considerations, showing the indebtedness of the 
Arabians to the Hindus in regard to mathematical and astronomical 
science, clearly have an important bearing on the question of priority 
of invention in regard to the lunar division of the zodiac into twenty- 
eight asterisms, at least so far as the Arabians are concerned. Taking 
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all the facts into account, the supposition that this people were tho 
inventors is altogether untenable. 

I dose this note — already longer than I intended — with a quotation 
from that distinguished orientalist, H. T. Colebrooke. In a very valu- 
able essay entitled “ On the Notions of the Hindu Astronomers concern- 
ing the Precession of the Equinoxes and Motions of the Planets,” having 
stated with some detail some of the more striking peculiarities of the 
Hindu systems, and likewise coincidences existing between them and that 
of the Greeks, with the evidence of communication from one people to 
the other, he says : “ If these circumstances, joined to a resemblance 
hardly to be supposed casual, which the Hindu astronomy, with its ap- 
paratus of eccentrics and epicycles, bears in many respects to that of 
the Greeks, be thought to authorize a belief, that the Hindus received 
from the Greeks that knowledge which enabled them to correct and im- 
prove their own imperfect astronomy, I shall not be inclined to dissent 
from the opinion” (As. Res., xii. 245-6; Essays, ii. 411). 

This is all that so learned and cautious a writer could say in favor of 
the opinion that the Hindus derived astronomical knowledge from the 
Greeks. More than this I certainly could not say. After the solar 
division of the zodiac, with the names of its parts, it is evident, I think, 
that only hints could have passed from one people to the other, and that 
at an early period ; for on the supposition that the Hindus borrowed 
from the Greeks at a later period, we find it difficult to see precisely 
what it was that they borrowed ; since in no case do numerical data and 
results in the systems of the two peoples exactly correspond. And in 
regard to the more important of such data and results — as for instance, 
the amount of the annual precession of the equinoxes, the relative size 
of the sun and moon as compared with the earth, the greatest equation 
of the centre for the sun — the Hindus are more nearly correct than the 
Greeks, and in regard to the times of the revolutions of the planets 
they are very nearly as correct: it appearing from a comparative view 
of the sidereal revolutions of the planets (p. 168), that the Hindus are 
most nearly correct in fotir items, and Ptolemy in six. There has evi- 
dently been very little astronomical borrowing between the Hindus and 
the Greeks. And in relation to points that prove a communication from 
one people to the other, with my present knowledge on the subject, I 
am inclined to think that the course of derivation was the opposite to 
that supposed by Colebrooke — from east to west rather than from west 
to east ; and I would express my opinion in relation to astronomy, in 
the language which this eminent scholar uses in relation to some coinci- 
dences in speculative philosophy and religious dogmas, especially the 
doctrine of metempsychosis, found in the Greek and Hindu systems, 
which indicate a communication from one people to the other : “ I 
should be disposed to conclude that the Indians were in this instance 
teachers rather than learners” (Transactions of the Roy. As, Soc., i. 579). 
This opinion is expressed in the last essav on oriental philosophy that 
came from the pen of Colebrooke. E. 15. 

Boston, May, 1860. 
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SANSKRIT INDEX. 


The following Index contains all the Sanskrit words, excepting proper names, 
which have been cited in the text and notes, in connection with their translation or 
more detailed explanation. It include." many terms of trivial importance, but we 
prefer to err upon the side of fullness, if upon either. All the cases of occurrence 
of each word are not given, but it is referred to a characteristic passage, or to the 
note where it is explained. The references by Homan and Arabic figures are to 
chapter and verse, and an added n denotes the note next following the verse given : 
Arabic figures when used alone refer to page>. 


anga t i, 28 n. 
anguvimarda , vii. 19. 
ak&ha> i. 60 n. 

akshadrkkarman , vii 12 n, ix. 5 n. 

akshabhd , iii. 13 n. 

akshonnati , i. 60 n. 

agrajyd, iii. 7 n. 

agramdurvikd, iii. 27. 

agrd, iii. 7 n. 

aghas, add. n. 26. 

angaraka, add. n. 3. 

angida, iii. 5 n, x. 9. 

aja, i. 58 n. 

aja ekapdd, 343. 

anu , vii. 19. 

ativegita , ii. 11 n. 

atigighra , ii. 13. 

aditi, xii. 28 n. 

adhikara, i. 70 n, xi. 23 n. 

adhimasa, adhimdsaka, i. 40 n. 

adhydtma , xii. 11. 

adhyaya , xi. 23 n, xii. 10. 

anurddhd, 336. 

anuvaki'a , ii. 12. 

anusknagu , add. n. 3. 

ctntara , xi. 18 n. 

antaralagndsavas , iii. 50 n. 

antya, iii 7 n. 

andhakd , add. n. 26. 

apakrama , i. 70 n. 

apakramamandala, xiii. 13 n. 

apabharani , 328. 

apamandaJ.a y xiii. 13 n. 

upasavya, vii. 19. 

apasavyam , xii. 72 n. 

apdmvatsa, via. 21 n. 

abhijit, 339. 

amarejya, add. n. 3. 

amavasyd, ii. 66 n, iv. 7. 

itmurta , i. 10. 

cunrta&'dva, xiii 19 n. 

ayana, iii. 10, 249, xii. 72 n. 


1 ayanakalds, vii. 1 2 n. 
ayanagraha , vii. 12 n. 
ayanadrkkarman , vii. 12 n. 
ayandnga, 249. 
ayandnta, xii. 72 n. 
arka, add. n. 3. 
i arkaja, add. n. 3. 

1 arkagrd, iii. 23. 

! arjuni, add. n. 26. 
aloka, xiii. 16 n. 
avanati , v. 1 n. 
i agvattha, add. n. 26. 

I agvayvjau , 327. 

agvini . agi'ini, agvindv, 327. 

| ashadhd, 338. 

I asitvas, iii. 45 n. 
aslta, x. 1 5 n. 

asu, i. 12 n : and see asavas. 
asuru t i. 2, xii. 33. 
asta, ix. 1 n. 
astamgachcuity xiii. 13. 
i astamana, aslamaya , ix. 1 n. 
astalagna , xiii. Ion. 
astdngas, ix. 5 n. 
a splint a, v. 7. 
ahankara, xii. 20. 

1 ahargana, i. 51 n. 

| alii budhuya , 343, ix. 18. 

ahordtra , iii. 51 n. 

! 

• ukdga, xii. 90 n. 

j dksha drkkarman, vii. X 2 n. 

I dksha valana, iv. 25 n. 

dgneya, viii. 18. • 

I ddi, xii. 15. 

! aditya , viii. 19, xii. 28 n. 

; dpa, dpas y 838, viii. 21 n. 

' dpya , viii. 4. 

j dyana graha , vii. 12 n. 

• dyana drkkai-man , vii. 12 n. 

, dyana valona, iv. 25 n. 

drkiy add. m 3. 
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ardrd, 330. 
ari/ikd, add. n. 26. 
dli , i. 53 n. 
dvrtya , iii. 12n. 
acreshdy 332. 
dfle*ha, 332. 
axannatd, xii. 72 n. 

indu, add. n. 3. 
invaka, add. n. 26. 
ilvaldy add. n. 26. 
is ft u, add. n. 16. 
is At a, i. 58 n. 

ticca , i. 33, 34 n, ii. 5 n. 
utkramajija, ii. 27 n. 
utkramajyardhapindaka, ii. 22. 
uttar a, vi. 12 o, 333. 
uttara khanda , xi. 23 n. 
uttardyana, iii. 12 n. 
udaya , v. 3 n, ix. 1 n. 
udayajyd, v. 3 n. 
udayapi'dnas, ii. 59 n. 
udayasavas , ii. 59 n, iii. 43 n. 
udaydstadhtkdra, ix 1 n. 
unnata, iii. 39 n, iv. 26. 
unmandala, iii. 6 n. 
unmandalafanku, iii. 34 n. 
unmil ana. iv. 17 n. 
ullekha, vii. 1 8. 

urdhvam , xiii. 10 n. 

urdhva ydrnyottaravrtta, xiii. 1 5 n. 

rcas, xii. 17. 

rju, ii. 13. 

rna,\\. 5 n. 

rtu, xiv. 10 n. 

rshi, viii. 21 n, xiv. 26. 

ekadepa, xi. 18 n. 
ekdyanagata, xi. 5 o, 18 n. 

dindra , xi. 21. 

oja, ii. 35. 

kakshd, iv. 3 n, xii.. 65 n, xiii. 4. 

kadamba , y. Id. 

kanyd , i. 58 n. 

kapafa t v. 17 n, xiii. 22 n. 

kapila , vi. 23. 

karana, it 6>, 69 n. 

karaniy iii. 30, 34 n. 

karka, karkata , i. 5S n. 

karna , ii. 41, iii. 23 n, iv. 21 n. 

karman, ii. 42, vii. 1 2 n. 

kalana, i. 1 0 n. 

kald, i. 12 n, 28. 

kali, i. 17 n. 

kali yuga , i. 17 n. 

kafpa, l. 19. 


kapalika , viii 13 n. 
karmuka, add. n. 16. 
kala , i. 10 n, ii. 69 n. 
kdlagati, ix. 11 n. 
kdlabhagds, ix. 5 n. 
kalasadhana , iii. 50. 
kdlanpaSy ix. 6 n. 
kashtha, i. 1 2 n. 
kuj a, add. n. 3. 
kujyd, ii. 63 n. 
kutila, ii. 12. 
kumbha, i. 58 n. 
kuta, vii. 22. 

Arta, i. 1 7 n. 
krta yuga , i. 1 7 n. 
krttika, 328. 
krshna , xiv. 17. 
krshnatdmra , vi. 23. 
krshna paksha, i. 61 n. 
kcndra , ii. 30 n, 45 n. 
koti, ii. 30 n, x. 16 n, add. n. 
kotijydy ii. 30 n, add. n. 16. 
kotijyapha/a, ii. 39 n. 
kotiphala , ii. 39 n. 
kona, iii. 34 n. 
hma^anku, iii. 34 n. 
hr anti. i. 70 n. 
krdntijydy ii. 28 n. 
krantipdta, 230. 
krantipatagatiy iii. 12 n. 
krantimandala, xiii. 13 n. 
krdntivrtta y xiii. 13n. 
krora , i. 60 n. 
kshanay i. 12n. 
kshaya, i. 40 n, xii. 72 n. 
k*hitiy ii. 63 n. 
kshitija, ‘iii. 49 n, v. 1 n. 
kshitijydy ii. 63 n. 
ksh ip, i. 70 n. 
kshetra, ix. 16 n, xiii. 11. 
kshetrangas, ix. 16n. 
kshctriya , 337. 
ksfiepa, iv. 2 1 n, v. 6 n. 

khacara y add. n. 22. 
khacdrin , add. n. 22. 
khamadhya y v. 1 n, xiii. 14. 

gana, i. 28 n. 

ganday xi. 22 n. 

gandanta, xi. 21, 22. 

gatiy v. 6 n. 

garbha y v. 1 n. 

guru, xiii. 2, add. n. 3. 

gurvakshara. i. 12 n. 

guhyaka , xiii. 3 n. 

got a, v. 1 n. 

gduna, i. 1 3 n. 

grasta, vi. 13, ix. 9. 

graha, iv. 6 n, add. n. 22. 

grahana, iv. 6 n, vi. 4. 

grahayutyadhikdra y vii. 1 n. 
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grasa , it. 11 n, 15 n, 20. 
grahaka, iv. 9 n. 
grahya , iv. 9 n. 

ghati, xiii. 23 o. 
ghatikd, l 12 n, xiii. 23 n. 

cakra, iii. 1 2 n, xiii. 21 n, 

caturarra , iii. 6 n. 

caturyuga , i. 15, 17 n. 

catushpada, ii. 69 n. 

candra , add. n. 3. 

candragrahanadhikdra , iv. 26 n. 

candradigas, x. 15 n. 

cara, ii. 63 n, 68, xiv. 6 n. 

carakalas, 454. 

car ak hand a , iii. 44 n. 

carajyd , iii. 36 n. 

caradala, ii. 63 n. 

ca/a, ii. 40. 

cala karna, ii. 42 n. 

capa , add. n. 16. 

cttfrd, 334. 

ckandax, xii, 15. 
chadaka, iv. 9 n. 
chddya, iv. 9n. 
chdyd , iii. 5 n. 
chedt t, iii. 35, v. 7. 
chedyaka 7 vi. 1 d. 

jambudvipa, xii. 44 n. 
jay in, vii. 21. 
jita, vii. 20. 
jiva, add. n. 3. 
jivd, ii. 27 n. 
jna , add. n. 3. 
jyd , ii. 27 n, add. n. 16. 
jydpinda , ii 27 n. 
jydpindaka , ii. 31. 
jyardha, ii. 27 n. 
jydrdhapinda, ii. 16. 
jyeshtha, 336. 

jyotixhopanishadadhyaya, xiii. 3 n. 
jyotis, i. 3 n. 

tat , xii 12. 
tatpara, i 12n. 
tarnas , vi 11. 
tallagndxavas, ix. 11. 
tajika , vii. 23. 

tdrakd , tara , vii. 1 n, viii. 16, 19, xii. 43. 

tdrdgraha, vii 1 n. 

tigmangu, add. n. 3. 

tithi, i 13,‘ii 66 n. 

tithikshaya, i. 40 n. 

tithyanta , v. 13 a 

timi, iii. 5 n. 

tiryaksutra, x. 1 6 n. 

tiryagjya , xiii I3n. 

tithya, 331. 

tikthndngu, add. a 3. 


tula , i. 58 n. 

tor ana, 335. 

tringatkrtyas, iii. 12 n. 

tringatkrtvax, hi. 12 n. 

trikona , iii. 34 n. 

tricat uhkarna, vii. 14 n. 

tnjivd, ii. 60 n. 

trijyd , ii 60 n. 

tripragnadh ikara, ii. 69 n. 

tribhajiva, -jyd, ~ mdurvikd , ii 60 n. 

Iribhonalagna , v. 1 a 

truti, i. 1 2 n. 

tretd yuga , i. 17 n. 

dakxhina, vi. 12n. 
dakshinayana , iii. 12 n. 
danda , i. 12n, 60 n. 
daira, viii. 9. 
dinakara, add. n. 3. 
dinaragi, i. 28 n, 51 a 
dinavyasadala , ii 60 n. 
divakara , add. n. 3. 
dir, ii. 69 n, v. 2. 

>' drkkannan, vii. 12n. 

N drkkshepa , v. 6 n. 

> drktulyatd, vii. 18n. 
drktulya etc., xi. 8 n. 

x drggati, v. 6 n. 
x drggatijiva, v. 7. 

' drgjyd, v. 6 n. 
y drglambana, v. 1 n. 

A drgvrtta, v. In, 
drg, ii. ] 4, iii. 34 n, v. 6 n. 
drgyangdx, ix. 5 n. 

> dcga, ii. 69 n, v. 2. 

. degantara, i. 61 n. 

degantaraphala , ii 39 n, 434. 
ddivata, ii. 10. 

,\ doijyd, ii. 48. 

, dos, ii 30 n, add. n. 1 6. 

< dyugana, i. 5 1 u. 
dyujyd, ii. 60 n. 
dudpara yuga, i. 17 n. 
duisvabhava, xiv. 4. 

* dvipa , xii. 44 a 

^ dhana , ii. 5 n. 
p dhanin, 340. 
k dhanishthd, 340. 

V dhanns , i.58n, 60 n, xiii. 21 n, add. n. 16. 
dhishnya , viii. 1 n, xi. 21. 
dhruva , ii. 67, viii. 1 a 
dhruvaka, viii. 1 n. 
dhruvatdrd , xii. 43. 

/ nakxhatra, 351. 

' nakshat ragra h ay utyadhikara, via In. 
/ nata, iii. 15, 17 n. 

natajyd, iv. 25 n. 

^ natabhdgds, iii. 17. 

^ natangas, iii, 21. 
natiy v. 1 n. 



484 


E. Burgess, etc., 


/ nara , xiii. 22 n. 
y naray antra, xiii. 24. 
y nakshatra , x. 5 n. 

nciga, ii. 67, 69 n, xii. 33. 

' midi, i. 12 n, xiii. 23 n. 

^ nddikd, i. 12 n, xiii. 23 n. 
nimilana, iv. I7n. 
nimesha , i. 12 n. 
niraksha , xii. 44 d. 
nirrti , 337. 
nifdkara, add. n. 3. 
niffipati, add. n. 3. 
nishtyd , 335, 

paksha, ii. 66 n. 
pada, ii. 29, viii. 5, 341. 
para , i. 21 n. 
parama, i. 70 n. 
paramakrdnti , - jyd, ii. 28 n. 
paramdnu, i. 12 n. 
paramdpakrama , ii. 28 n. 
param dyits, i. 21 n. 
pardrdha , i. 21 n. 
paridhi , ii. 38 n. 
parilekha , vi. In. 
parilekhddhikara, vi. 1 u. 
paryanka, 333. 
parvan, iv. 8 n, xiv. 16 n. 
parvanddyas, iv. 8n. 
parvavinddyas, v. 3. 
parvdnta, xiv. 16 n. 
pala. i. 12 n, xiii. 23 n. 
palabhd , iii. 1 3 n. 
pa f cat, vi. 1 2 n. 
pdta, i. 33, xi. 5 n. 
pdtddhikura , xi. 5 n. 
pdtdla , xii. 33. 
pddma , i. 23 n. 

xiii. 22 n. 
pinda , ii. 27 n. 
pitaras, 332. 
pitrya, viii. 18. 
punarvasit, 330. 
punts ha, xii. 12. 
pushy a, 331. 

purnamd, purnimd, ii. 66 n. 
purnimd nta, xiv. 16 n. 
purva, 333. 

purva khanda , xi. 23 n. 
pushan, 343. 
prshtha , v. 1 n. 

ii 66 n. 

paushnya , xi. 21. 
prakrti , xii. 1 3. 
pragraha, iv. 1 5 n. 
pragrahana, v. 1 6. 
pratishtju'ma, add. n. 26. 
prabhd, iii. 5 n. 
pramdna, v. 1 3. 
pravaha, ii. 3. 
pra?na, 419. 
jonfcfc, iv. 25 n, add. n. 23. 


' prdhc, vi. 1 2 n. 
j prana, i. 12 n. 

, proiditha , 341. 

; proshthapadd , 341. 

phala, iii. 34 a 

■ phalgnniy 333. 
phdlguniy 333. 

j bala , vii. 20. 
i ball, 336. 
balin, vii. 21. 

I bdrhaspatya , viii. 18. 

; bdrhaspatya mdna , i. 55 n. 

ii. 30 n, add. n. 16, 26. 

■ bdhvjyd, ii. 30. 

i bahuphala , ii. 39 n. 

6j/a, i. 9 n, 34 n. 
bndha , add. n. 3. 
brhaspati , add. n. 3. 
i brahman, xii. 12. 

brahmahrdaya , viii. 12 n. 

! 5/w, I. 27 n, iii. 12 n. 

i bhagana, i. 27 n, ii. 1, xii. 6. 

I I bhacakra, ii. 46. 

!• bhadra , 341. 

j bhadrapadd , 341. 

I b ha rani, 328. 

; bhasandlti , xi. 21 n. 

| &/<"', iii. 5 n. 

|j bhdga, i. 28 n. 
j| bhadrapadd , 341. 

bhduu , add. n. 3. 
i bhdrgava , add. n. 3. 
j| bhdskara, add. n. 3. 
j! bhnktdsavas, iii. 49 n. 

!| bhukli, i. 27 n. 

■I bhuj, i. 27 n. 

i! bhuja , ii. 30 n, iii. 5 n, add. il 
j! bhujajyd , ii. 30 n, add. n. 16. 
j; bh ujajydphala, ii. 39 n. 

I I bhujaphala, ii. 39 n. 
jl Ihujasutra, iii. 5. 

I bhngola , xii. 32. 

bhugolddhyuya , xi. 23 n. 
bhuputra . add. n. 3. 
bhubhagola, xiii. 3 n. 
bhumigola, xiii. 3 n. 
bhumiputra , add n. 3. 
bhdsuta , add. n. 3. 
bhrgu, add. n. 3. 
bhrguja , add. n. 3. 
bheda, vii. 18. 
bhoga, ii. 64. 
bhogydsavas , iii. 49 n. 
bhdurna, add. n. 3. 
bhramana, xii. 76. 

makara, i. 58 n. 
maghd, 332. 
mahca , 333. 
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mandala, r. 15 n, xi. 18 n, xii. 76. 
matxya , iii. 5 n. 
madhya , i. 70 n, xiii 15 n. 
madh.yakarna, iii. 23 n. 
madhyagrakana, v. 13n. 
madkyojyd . v. 5 n. 
madhyapdta, xi. 5 n. 
madhyabha, v. 1. 
madkyama, xiii. 14. 
madhyamddhikdra, i 70 n. 
mcvihyarekhd, i. 62 n. 
madhyalagna, iii 49 1 >, xiii. 15 n. 
madh yaxthityardha, v. 13 n. 
madhyahna , x. 8 n. 
madhye , xiv. 14 n. 
manu, i. 19 n. 

manda , ii. 5 n, 12, add. n. 3. 
mandakarman , vii. Ion. 
mandakendra , ii. 30 n. 
mandatara , ii. 12. 
mandaparidhi , ii. 34. 
mandnphala , ii. 44. 
mandocca , i. 34 n. 
manvantara , i. >9n. 
maharxhi, i. 8, xii. 35. 
mahabhuta, xii. 23. 
mahayuga , i. 17 n. 

7nahdr:ankii, add. n. 21. 

iv. 3 n, xiv. 2 n. 
manddhyaya , xiv. 2 n. 
manda karrnan , ii. 43. 
mand * i pbala , ii. 39. 
mdxha, xiu. 23 n. 
mitra, 336. 
mithuna, i. 58 n. 
miwa, i. 5S n. 
mukha. xiv. G n. 
mukhya, i. 13n. 
muhurta , i. 12 n. 
murta , i. lOn. 
mw/a, 337. 

i. 58 n. 

mrgavyadha, viii. 12 n. 
mrgayira * , 329. 
mrgarirsha, 329. 
melaka , vii. 1 n. 
mtxha , i. 58 n 
mditra , viii. 18. 
mokxha , iv. 15 n. 
mdwmi&a, ii. 27 n. 

yaju.7ixhi y xii. 17. 
y antra, xiii. 19. 
ya*hti, xiii. 21 n. 

ydmyottara*,rtta, iv. 25 B, xiii. 15 n. 

i. 17 n, 58 n. 
yugma , ii. 30. 
jrwte', vii. 1 n. 
ywdafAa,vii. 1 n. 

t/c$ra, ii. 65 n, vii. 1 n, add. n. 19. 
323. 

yogatdrakd, viii. 19. 
yojana , i. 60 n. 

VOL. VI. 


ranhaSy ii. 8 n. 
t r<m, add. n. 3. 

^ rakxftasa, i. 62. 

\ rdf«, i. 28 n. 

\ raAw, ii. 8 n. 

\ rekha, i. 6 1 n. 

\ renugarbha, xiii. 22 n. 
\revati, 343. 
roliiniy 329. 
rdudrarkaha, ix. 14. 

lagna, iii. 4S, 49 n. 
lagndntarapranaSy ix. 6. 
lognantarasai'ax . x. 2. 
logva^avaSy id. 47. 
lankodayds, xiii. 14. 
lankodaydxavas, iii. 49 n. 
Iamb, i. 27 n, iii. 12 n. 
lambrt , i. 60 n. 
lambajydy i. 60. 
lambona, v. In. 

liptdy i. 28 rv. 

lipfifca , i. 28 n. 
hibdhaka , viii. 12 D. 
loka, xiii 16 n. 

vakra, ii. 12. 
vakragatiy viii. 15. 
va krin, ii. 54. 
varxha , xii. 44 n. 

H valana, iv. 25 n. 
•svalandnpds, iv. 25 n. 
valiy 336. 

Vasa, 330. 
vaxtra, xiii. 16. 
vayava , viii. 19 n. 
vara , i. 52 n. 
vdrdha, i. 23 n. 
vdsava, ix. 1 8. 
vikala, i. 28, vii. 10. 
vikxhip , i. 70 n, viii 12. 
vikxhrpa, i. 70 n. 
vigraha, vii. 22. 
virrtau . 337. 
vijtta, vii. 21. 
vitaxti, iii. 5 n. 
vidir, iii. 32. 
vidyadhara , xii. 31 n. 
vidhu, add. n. 3. 
vidhrta, vidhrti , xi 5 BV 
vulhvaxta, vii. 21. 

vinadiy i 12 r>. 

viparita , xi. 5 n, xii 72 n. 
vimarda , iv. 15 n. 

add. n. 3. 
vi$akhd % 335, 338. 
virve dev as. 338. 
vi^hama, ii 30. 
vixhuva , vix/tuvat, iii. 6 n. 
vishunatprab/idy iii. 13. 
vixhuvadbha , iii. 7. 
vis/tuvadvrtta, iii. 6 n. 
viishitvanmandala , iii 6 n. 
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vijtt, i. 34 n. 
vrtta. ii. 38 n. 
vrddhi , xii. 72 n. 
vrpcika, 1 . 58 n. 
vrxhan, i. 58 n. 
vega , ii. 1 1 n. 
it'da, xii. 27. 
vedanga, i. 3 n. 
vdidhrla, vaidhrti, XL 5 n. 
vdipva, v i i i . 4. 
vdixhumti, xiii. 9. 
vaixhnava, ix. 18. 
vyaksha, xii. 44 n. 
vyatipata , xi. 5 n. 
vyoman, xii. 30. 

paka, add. n. 1 2. 
pakuni, ii. 69 n. 
panku, iii. 6 it, 34 n. 
pankujivd, iii. 22. 
patab/dxhoj, -shd, 341. 
pani, add. n. 3. 
pandipcara, add. n. 3. 
payyd, 333. 
para, add. n. 16. 
papdnka, add. n. 3. 
papija, add. n. 3. 
papin, add. n. 3. 
pdka, add. n. 1 2. 
pikhin, 360 note. 
pig bra, i. 34 n, ii. 1 2. 
piyhrakarman, ii. 37. 
pighrakendra , ii. 30 n. 
pighratara, ii. 12. 
pighraparidhi, ii. 55. 
pighraphala, ii. 44. 
pighrocca , ii. 5 n. 

pitagu, pitadidhiti, pitdnpu, add. n. 3. 

pukra, add. n. 3. 

pukla, x. 4, 9. 

pukla pakxha, i. 51 n. 

pvJba, xiii. 22. 

prnga, x. 1 n. 

prngdta, 339. 

prngonnatyadhikdra, x. 1 n. 
pesha, iii. 5 1 n. 
pdighr/ia. ii. 42, 43. 
prava , iii 26, iv. 21 n. 
pravnna, iv. 21 n, 340. 
pravixhthd, 340. 
prond, 340, 

khadapitimukha, xiv. 6 n. 

tamyoga , vii. 1 n. 

tamvat, samvateara, add. n. 12. 

tantkdra, 454. 


tanhitd, vii. 23 n, add. d. 1. 

tankramana, xiv. 10 n. 

sankranti, xiv. 3 n. 

sadhumra, vi. 23. 

sandhi, xi. 22 n. 

sannihitam saras, i. 62 n. 

saptarxhayas, xiii. 9. 

sama, ii. 1 2, iv. 25 n. 

samamandala, iii. 6 n. 

samamandalapanku, iii. 34 n. 

samaxutra, xiv. 7 n. 

samagama, vii. 1 d, 20, 22. 

samd*a. vi. 3. 

saras, i. 62 n. 

sarpas, 332. 

tavana, xiv. 19 n. 

savitar, xii. 28 n, add. n. 3. 

savyam , xii. 72 n. 

sarndni, xii. 1 7. 

sampraddyika, vii. 14 n. 

say ana, 439. 

sdrpa, viii. 19. 

savana, i. 12, xiv. 19 n. 

sinha, i. 58 n. 

siddha, xii. 28. 

siddhdnta, add. D. 1. 

sidhya. 331. 

sura, xii. 41. 

suci, iv. 5 n. 

sutra, xiii. 22 n. 

surya, add. n. 3. 

suryagrahan&dhikdra, iv. 26 n. 

suryatanaya, add. n. 3. 

suryadipas, x. 1 5 n. 

soma, add. n. 3. 

sdumya, viii. 16, add. n. 3. 

sdura, i. 13, xiv. 3 D. 

slhili, iv. 15 n. 

slhira, xiv. 6 n. 

sthula, viii. 19. 

sparpa, iv. 1 5 n. 

spashta, ii. 58. 

spaxhtadhikdra, i. 70 n. 

sphuta, i. 60. 

sphatasthityardha, v. 17 n. 
sphutikarana, ii. 14. 
srotas, xii. 26. 
svdti, svdti, 335. 

harija, via 
hasta. i. 60 n, 334. 
hani, xii. 72 n. 

himadidhiti, • himarapmi, himdnpv, add. 
n. 3. 

hiranvagarbha, xii. 15. 
h ntabhnj. viii. 12 n. 
hord, xii 79 n. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 


The references are as in the preceding Index. 


Abhijit, 22nd asterism — identification etc., 
339 ; omission from the series, 332-4.] 

Abu-r-Raihin, see al-Biiuui. 

Ajlesha, yth asterism — identification etc., 
332; its last quarter unlucky, xi. 21. 

Ajvina, 6th or 7th month— i.51 n, xiv.3n, 
16 n. 

Ajvini, 1st asterism — identification etc., 
327. 

Ajvius, divinities of 1st asterism, 327. 

Aditi, divinity of 7th asterism, 331. 

Aditya, 331 etc., xii. 28 n. 

AEon, i. 19 ; day of Brahma, i. 20 ; names 
of past and current, i. 23 n. 

Agastya, name of star (Canopus), viii. 1 0. 

Age — Great Age, or Quadruple Age, how 
composed,! 13-17; Golden, Silver, Bra- 
zen, and Iron Ages, i. 17 n ; quarter- Age, 
proper period of this treatise, 160, 

Agni — divinity of 3d asterism, 328 ; with; 

i i i:..;..:*.. .r i o.i. ooe 


Anurddhd, 17th asterism — identification 
etc., 336. 

Anuvatsara, 4th year of lustrum, xiv. 17 n. 
Apamvatsa, name of star (3 Virginis), viii. 
, 21 . 

Apas, name of star (6 Virginis), viii. 21. 
Aphelion, 159 — see Apsis. 

Apogee, 159 — see Apsis. 

Apparent longitude, vii. 12 n; term how 
used by Colebrooke, viii. 1 n. 

Apsis — term how employed in this work, 
159: apsides of the planets, mode of 
action, li. 1-5 ; revolutions, i. 4 1-42; how 
devised, i. 44 n; positions, acc. to dif- 
ferent authorities, i. 44 n; compared 
with Ptolemy’s, add. n. 11. 

For moon’s apsis, see Moon. 

Arab astrology, connection with Hindu, 
vii. 23 n. 

Arab use of sines, later than Hindu, 200. 


India, divinity of 16tli asterism, 335 ; Arab lunar mansions, 324 ; identified and 


name of star (3 Tauri), viii. II. 
Albategnius, Arab inventor of sines; 200. 
al-Biruni— visit to ludia, and notices of| 
Hindu astronomy, i. 3n, 6n; identifica- 
tion and description of the asterisms, 
325 etc., 352. 

[For other Arabic names commencing 

h -.l .i i .i... t i..*r„- ..r 


compared with Hindu and Chinese, 327- 
344 ; character and origin of system, 
347 etc. ; stellar chart illustrating, add. 
n. 27. 

Arc — names of, and of its functions, add. 
n. 16: part of arc determining sine, ii. 
30 ; to find arc of a given sine, ii. 33. 

with the article, see the initial letter of Ardra, 6th asterism— identification etc., 
the word following the article.] j 330, add. n. 26. 

Altitude, sine of — name, 258, add. n. 21 ; ! Armillary sphere — construction, equip- 
how calculated, iii. 2S-34, 34-36, 37-38:!] ment, and revolution of, xiii. 1-20; its 


instrument for taking altitude, xiii. 21 n. 

Altitude in time, iii. 39, iv. 26. 

Amplitude, sun’s at horizon — sine of, lii.J 
27 : measure of, on the dial, iii. 7 ; its 
constant ratio to hypoth. of shadow, iii.i 
7 n; how calculated, iii. 22-23, 27-28.| 

Amrta, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Anala, 24th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 55 n. 

Ananda — 22nd year of Jupiter's cycle, i. 
65 n ; name of a yoga, ad-' 

Angiras, 40th yearof Jupiter’- ■ ■' 

Angle, a quantity not employed in Hindu! 
astronomy, 259. 

Anomalistic revolutions of planets, 207 

Anomaly, mean — name, ii. 29 ; how reck- 
oned, ii. 29 n. 

Anquetil du Perron, notice of the FarsiJ 
asterisms etc., 324. 

Antipodes, Hindu view of, xii. 51-53. 


use, and comparison with those of other 
nations, xiii. 3n; its adaptation to ob- 
serving polar longitude and latitude, 
viii. 12 n. 

Aryabliutta — his period and writings, add. 
n. I ; references to his doctrines, i. 27 n, 
i. 60 n, add, n. 1 8 — see Arya-Sidilhanta, 
Lagliu Arya-Siddhanta, Aryashtajata, 
Da^agitika. 

' ■ " commentator on ihe Surya- 

add. n, 2. 

Aryaman, divinity of 11th or 12th aster- 
i-m, 334. 

Arytb-htafata, treatise by Aryabhatta, add. 

! n 1 . 

Arya-Sii]dhantn, add. n. 1 : citations of its 
teachings, 168, i. 44 n, add. n. 6. 

Ascension — see Right ascension and Ob- 

1 lique ascension. 
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Ascensional difference, how calculated, ii. 
61-62. 

Ascensional equivalents — see Right ascen- 
sion and Oblique ascension. 

Ashadha, 20tl> and 21sl asterisms— identi- 
fication etc., 368. 

Ashadha, 3rd or 4th month, i. 51 n, xiv. 
3 n, 16 n. 

Aspects, unfavorable, of sun and moon, 
when of like declination, xi 

Asterisms — Hindu name for, 351 ; how to 
be translated, 351, add. n. 28 : their por- 
tions, or divisions of the ecliptic belong- 
ing to them, ii. 64, 323, 35 1 : their junc- 
tion-stars, 323 ; time and motive of se- 
lection, ,351; names, add. n. 19: situa- 
tion in each group, viii. 1 6-19 ; mode of 
definition of position, viii. 1 n ; defined 
positions, viii. 2-9 ; illustrative figure. 
322; discordance of authorities, 326; 
errors of position examined, and time of 
definition deduced, 355 ; mode of ob- 
servation of positions, viii. 12 n ; detailed 
identification of the groups and their 
junction-stars, with statement of names, 
symbols, divinities, defined positions, 
etc., comparison with Arab mandzil 
al kamar and Chinese sieu, 327-344 ; 
additional synonyms of names, add. n. 
26; inability of later Hindus to point 
them out, 325; al-Birunfs inhumation 
respecting them, 325 etc., 352, 353 , 
conspectus of correspondences of the 
three systems, 344 ; stellar map illus- 
trating- their relations, add. n. 27; Bi- 
ot’s views of their origin and connec- 
tion, 345 etc.; age of the system in In- 
dia, 347 ; discussion of its character, 
connections, and origin, 347 etc.; trans- 
fer of first rank from Krttika to Ai.'vini. 
850 ; relation to the moon, 352, add. n 
28 ; variation in number, and omission 
of Abhijit, 352. 

conjunction of planets with asterisms, 
viii. 14, 15; systems of yogas founded 
upon, 356, add. n. 19; heliacal settings, 
ix 12-15, 17-18; orbit and revolution, 
xii. 73, 80, 90 n. 

Astrology — generally treated in distinct 
works, vii. 23 n ; titles of astrological 
works, vii. 23 n; connection of Hindu 
with Greek and Arab, vii. 23 n: astro 
logical import of conjunctions of plan- 
ets, vii. 18-23; of splitting of Roliiiji's 
wain, viii. 13n ; of equality of declina- 
tion of sun and moon, xi ; of sun's en- 
trance into a sign, xiv. 11. 

Astronomy — see Greek astronomy, Hindu 
astronomy. 

Astronomical literature of Hindus, sum- 
mary view of, add. n. 1. 


Atignnda, 6th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

al-Auwa’, 13th manzil, 334. 

Avanti, name of Ujjayini, i. 62. 

Ayin-Akbari — orbits of the planets, as 
given by, 399, nute; description of in- 
strument for measuring time, xiii. 23 n. 

Ayushmant, 3rd yoga, ii. 65 u. 

Bahudhanya, 46th vearof Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

Bailly — his views of Hindu astronomy, 
introd. n, 472 ; mean positions of the 
planets at beg. of Iron Age, 162 : other 
references to his works, 218, 433. 

BAlava, 3rd etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

al-Baldah, 21st manzil , 339. 

Hanij, 7th etc. karana, ii 69 n. 

Base of a right-angled triangle, ii. 30 n, 
add. n. 16. 

Base sine =sine, ii. 30 n, add. n. 16. 

Base of the gnomon-shadow, iii. 5 n, 23- 
25. 

Batn al-Hut, 28tli manzil , 343. 

■ Bava, 2nd etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

Bentley, introd. note ; his views of Hindu 
astronomical literature, i. 3 n, 168; 
method of determining the age of a Sid- 
dbanta.l 64 ; applied to Surya-Siddhanta, 
and conclusion drawn, 165 ; criticism of 
his method and results, 166 etc; gene- 
ral estimate of his labors, 1 68, add. n. 8 ; 
his view of Hindu precession, 248; of 
asterisms, 338 ; other citations from and 
references to his works, 162, 163,172, 
218, 247, add. n. 1, 4, 6,8, 470. 

Bhadrayva. name of a clime, xii. 38. 

Bhadrupada, 26th and 27th asterisms — 
identification etc., 341, add. n. 26. 

Bliadrapada, 5th or 6th month, L61n,xjv. 
3 n, 16 n. 

Bbaga, divinity of 11th or 12th asterism, 
334. 

Bharani, 2nd asterism — identification etc, 

328.' 

Bharata, name of a clime, containing In- 
dia, xii. 39. 

Bhaskara, add. n. 1 — see Siddhanta-t^iro- 
mani. 

Bhavn, 42nd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 55 n. 

Bhoja-Siddhanta, add. n. 1. 

Bhrgya (? Vrsliya?) 49th year of Jupi- 
ter’s cycle, i. 55 n. 

Bhudliara, commentator on Surya-Sid- 
dlianta, add. n. 2. 

Bija, correction of mean motions of plan- 
ets, 163 etc, i. 9 n ; table of mean mo- 
tions as so corrected, 164, add. n. 7. 

Biot — his views of origin and history of 
Chinese xieu, 325, 345 etc. ; of Hindu as- 
terisms, 350 etc.; of omission of Abhijit, 
352 ; of Hindu sines, add. n. 15; other 
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references to and citations from his 
works, i. 44 n, i 67 n, 359, add. n. 10, 
17, 18, 27, 28, 29. 

Brahma — day of, i. 20 ; length of his life, 
i- 2 1 ; time of, xiv. 21 : diviuity of 22nd 
asterism, 339 : name of star (S Auriga. 1 ), 
v i 1 1 . 21 n : 25th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Brahmagupta, i. 3 n, add. n. 1 — see Brahraa- 
sphuta Siddh&nta and Khanda Kataka. 

Bralunahrdaya, name of star (Capella), 
viil. 11-12. 

Brahma-Siddhanta, add. n. 1 , 6. 

Brahma-sphuta-Siddhanta, add. n. 1 ; its 
system, how different from Surya-Sid- 
dhauta, add. n. 6 : references to its doc- 
trines, i So, 40 n, 60 n, 246, 326 etc., 
viii. 12 n, add. n. 18. 

Brhaspati, divinity of 8th asterism, 331. 

Brhaspati-Siddhanta, add. n. 1. 

Budliavara, Wednesday, i. 52 n. 

al-Bu!a’, 23rd manzil, 340. 

al-Butain, 2nd manzil, 328. 

(JJabdakalpadruma — its list of Siddhantas, 
add. n. 1. 

Caitra, 12th or 1st month, i. 61 n, xiv. 3 n, 
16 n. 

£5kalya-Sanhit4, add. n. 1 : references to, 
325, 326 etc., 357, 361, 362, add. n. 6, 
etc. 

Cakuni, 58th karana, i. 69 n. 

Calendar, sketch of a Hindu, for the year 
1859-60, i. 5 In. 

941iv5hana, era of, add. n. 12. 

ffanivara, Saturday, i. 52 n. 

Cara, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

5arad, autumn, xiv. 10 n, 16 n. 

Cardinal directions, names of, vi 12n. 

^arvari, 8th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 55 n. 

(jlatabhishaj, 25th asterism — identification 
etc., 341. 

Catushpada, 60th karana, ii- 69 n. 

Central ecliptic-point, v. In; sines of its 
altitude and zenith-distance, v. 5-6. 

Chang, 9th sieu, 334. 

Clnttra, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Che, 24th sieu, 343. 

Chiu, 11th sieu, 334. 

Chinese astronomy and division of the 
heavens — see Sieu. 

Chord of an arc, 201, xiii. 13 n, add. n. 16 

Chronological cycles, i 15-21 ; eras, add. 
n. 12. 

(ji^ira, cool season, xiv, 10 n, 16n. 

Circle — name, ii. 38 n ; divisions of, i. 28 ; 
ratio of diam. to circumf., i. 60 n, 201. 

Citra, 14th asterism — identification etc., 
334. 

Citraoh5nu, 50th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

£iva, 20th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Civil time, day — see Time, Day. 


^loka, common Hindu verse, introd. n. 

(jobliana — 1 1 th year of J upiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n ; 5th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Co-latitude, terrestrial — name.L 60n;how 
found, iii. 13-14, 14-17. 

Colebrooke, introd. t». : his statement of 
the systems of yogas, ii. 65, add. n. 19 ; 
identification etc. of the asterUras, 324 
etc. ; information as to astronomical lit- 
erature, add. n. 1 : other references to 
and citations from his works, i. 27 n, 
167, 183, 245 etc., viii. In, 10-12 n, 12 n, 
19 n, 21 n, xiii. 3 n, 5 n, xiv. 16 n, add. 
n. 2, 6, 10, 18. 

Color of moon when eclipsed, vi 23. 

Commutation, mean — name, ii. 29 n ; how 
reckoned, ii. 29 n. 

Conjunction of a planet — term how em- 
ployed in this work, 160 ; mode of ac- 
tion on the planet, ii. 1-5 ; revolutions, 
i. 29-32 ; orbits, xii. 85-86. 

Conjunction and opposition of sun and 
moon, common name of, iv. 8 n : true and 
apparent conjunction, names of, v. 13 n. 

Conjunction of planets with one another, 
vii; with asterisms, viii. 14-15; name, 
general, vii. In; particular, astrological, 
vii. 18-20, 22: conjunction viewed as 
taking place on secondary to prime 
vertical, vii. 6 n : time and place how 
calculated, vii. 2-1 1 ; illustrative ob- 
servations of conjunctions, vii. 15-18. 

Contact of disks, or disk and shadow, in 
eclipses, iv. 15 n ; time of first and last 
contact how determined, iv. 1 6. 

Cosine — Dot distinctly recognized, 200, ii. 
30 n ; term corresponding to, ii. 30 n, 
add. n. 16 ; part of arc determining co- 
sine, ii. 30. 

Cosmogony, development of creation, xii 
10-28. 

9ravana, 23rd asterism—identification etc., 
340, add. a 26. 

Oravana, 4th or 5th month, i. 51 n, xiv. 

3 n, 16 d. 

(Jravishthil, 24th asterism — identification 
etc., 340. 

Creation, time spent by the Deity in, i 
24 ; as given by other treatises, i. 44 n; 
reason of this allowance, 162. 

(jridliara, ratio of diam. to circumf. accord- 
ing to, i. 60 n. 

yrimukha, 41st year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 
55 n. 

9risbena, author of Romaka-Siddhanta, 
add. n. 1. 

(JMvatsa, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

C'ubha — 23rd yoga, ii. 65 n; name of & 
yoga, add. n. 19. 

9ubhakrt, 10th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 u. 

Cubit, i. 60 n, iii 5 n. 
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yukla — 37th year of Jupiter’s cycle, L 
55 n; 24th yoga, ii. 65 n, 

Cukravara, Friday, i. 52 n. 

(jJilla, 9th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Cusps of the moon — name, x. In, 15 n 
•their elevation calculated, x. 6-8; de-j 
lineateii, x. 10-15. 

Cycle — of five years, i. 58 n ; names of its 
• years, xiv. 17n:of sixty years of Jupi- 
ter, i. 55: of twelve years of Jupiter," 
xiv. 17 : their relation, xiv. 17 n : vaster, 
chronological cycles, i. 15-21. x 

atl-Daharin, 4th manzil, 329. 

DiifagitikJ, treatise by Aryabhatta, add. 
n. 1. 

Daila Bhai, commentator on Surya-Sid- 
dhlnta, add. n. 2. 

Daily motions of planets etc., i. 25-27 ; of 
equal absolute amount on each orbit, 
xii. 90 n : tables of mean daily motions, 
161, 164, add. n. 5, 7 ; mean motions in 
sidereal day, 435 : true daily motions, 
how calculated, ii. 47-51 ; comparative 
table of, for Jan. 1, 1860, 2311 

Davis, references to and citations from his 
essays in Asiatic Researches, introd. n., 
163, i. 55 n, 198, 218. xiv. 16 n, 17 n, 
add. n. 17, 433, 434, 455. 

Day — civil day, how reckoned, i. 36, xiv. 


Degree of a circle, i. 28. 

Delambre, references to and citations from 
his works, introd. n., 199, 200, 249, vii. 
14 n, add. n. 15, 17, 18. 

XDhatar, 44th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 

' 55 n. 

adh-Dhira’, 7th manzil, 331. 

Dhrti, 8th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Dliruva, 12th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Dhumra, name of a yoga, add. n. 1 9. 
kDhvaja, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
Dhv.inksha, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
Dial, construction of, iii. 1-7. 

Diameter, relation of to circumference, i. 
60 n, 201. 

Digit, iii. 6 n ; measure of the gnomon in, 
iii. 5n; equivalent in minutes, in pro- 
jecting an eclipse, iv. 26; measure of 
the moon’s disk in, iv. 11 n, x. 9 n. 
Directions on the sphere, how reckoned, 
281, vii. 6n: cardinal directions, vi. 
12 n. 

Diurnal circle, radius of, how calculated, 
ii. 60. 

Dundubhi, 30th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

Dnration of an eclipse, name of, iv. 15 n; 

how determined, iv. 12-15, v. 13-17. 
Duimati, 29th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 

- • - K 55 n - 

18; number of in an Age, i. 37 ; varying Durmukha, 4th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 


length in different seasons, xii. 45-7 1 : 
lunar day. i. 13; number of in an Age, 
i. 37 ; its portion, ii. 64 ; current one how 
determined, ii. 66 : omitted lunar days, 
i 36 ; number of in an Age, i. 38 ; how 
■calculated for a given period, i. 50 : sid- 
ereal day, xiv. 15; its divisions, i. ll- ! 
12; number of in an Age, i. 34: solar 
day, xiv. 3 n : day of the gods, i. 1 3-14, 
xii. 45. 47-51, 74, xiv. 20; day of the 
Fathers, xii. 77 u, xiv. 14 ; day of Pra-i 


55 n. 

Earth — form, position, and support, xii. 
32; apparent form, xii. 54; its revolu- 
tion taught by Aryabhatta, i. 27 n ; di- 
mensions, i. 59; centre and surface, 
terms for, 286 ; poles, xii. 34-35 ; geo- 
graphical divisions, xii. 36-40; zones, 
xii. 59-69; cavities within it, xii. 33; 
measurement by circles and arcs not ap- 
.... . , plied to, i. 65 n. 

jipati, xiv. 21; day of Brahma, i. 20.J. Earth’s shadow, diameter how calculated 
xiv. 21 .... i iv. 4-5. 

Day ofa planet, i. 34, il 59 ; its divisions, Earth-sine, ii. 61. 

ii. 62-63. ijEast and west direction on the sphere, 281. 


Day-measure, iii. 35 n. 

Day-radius, ii. 60. 

Day sine, ii. 60 n. 

Declination— name, 190; reckoned as in 


East and west hour-circle, iii. 6, xiii. 15 n. 
East-point, 282, add. n. 23. 

Eccentric circle, equivalent to Hindu epi- 
cycle of apsis, 208. 


the ecliptic, 190, viii .In; how calcu-jjEccentricities of planetary orbits, compar- 

lateu, ii. -8 , how combined with lati-i ative table of, 220. 


tude, ii. 53; comparative table of for 
Jan. 1 1860, 231 : how found by ob- 
servation, iii. 17-18. 

Declination, equal, of the sun and moon- 
time how calculated, and astrological 
influence, xi. ° 

Deflection of ecliptic from an east and 
west direction — how calculated, for use 
in projection of eclipses, iv. 24—25 ; how 
projected, vi. 2-9. 


Eclipses — name, iv. 6 n ; rules, applying 
to solar and lunar, iv ; rules for paraU 
lax, applying to solar, v ; projections of 
eclipses, vi : primi'ive theory of cause 
of eclipse, iv. 6 n, 1 1 n : true theory, iv. 
9: occurrence of annular eclipse not 
contemplated, v. 13 n: calculation ofa 
lunar eclipse, add. n. 24 ; of a solar 
eclipse, add. n. 25 ; projection of a lu- 
j| nar eclipse, 301. 
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Ecliptic — name, xiii. 13 n; pole, 28*7 ; dMGeographv, xii. 34-42; of Puranas, xii. 
visions, i. 28; their equatorial cquiva-j 44 n. 
lents, iii. 42-45 : inclination, ii. 28 : ori-j ai-Ghafr, 15th manzil, 335. 
ent and meridian points, iii. 46-49 ; cen-j '' ' ’ " 

tral point, v. 1 n: deflection from east| 
and west direction at a given point, iv. 

24-25. 

Elements, five, xii. 23. 

Entrance of the sun into a sign, astrolog- 
ical character, xiv. 3, 11. 

Epicycle — name, ii. 38 n : dimensions, for 
all the planets, ii. 34-37 ; change of di- 
mensions, ii. 38 n, 219, add. n. 18; epi- 
cycle of apsis equivalent to eccentric[| 
orbit, 208 : relative dimensions of orbits: 
deduced from epicycles of 
220 ; comparison of Greek 
systems, 218; Greek origin of the meth- 
od, 473. 

Equation of the centre — how calculated, 
ii. 39 ; Ptolemy’s method, for sun andi 
moon, 211 ; for other planets, 217 : how 
applied, with annual equation, in find- 
ing true places of lesser planets, ii. 48-1 
45 ; comparative table of value when 


Gnomon, iii. 1. 5 n. 

Goei, 23rd sieii, 341. 

[Griiha Laghava, add. n. 1 ; its definition of 
position of the asterisms, 326-342 ; of 
fixed stars, viii. 12 n, 21 n. 

Greek astronomy, relation of, to Hindu, 
471 etc. — see Ptolemy. 

Greek words in Hindu technical language, 
i. 28 n, 52 n, ii. 30 n, iii 34 n, 474. 
Grishma, summer, xiv. 10 n, 16 n. 
jGudharlhaprakafaka, name of Rangand- 
tha’s commentary on the Surya-Sid- 
" ‘ * introd. n. 

Thursday, i. 52 n. 

jal-Hak’ah. 6th manzil, 330. 

Hall, F. E. — his edition of Surya-Siddh&n- 
ta, introd. n, add. n 1. 
al-Han’nh, 6th manzil , 330. 

Harshana, 14th yoga. ii. 65 n. 

Hasta, 13th asterism — identification etc., 
334. 


greatest, 220. 

Equation of the orb, or annual equation — 
liow found, ii. 40-42 : Ptolemy’s meth- 
od, 217 : how applied, with equation of, 
centre, ii. 43-45. j 

Equation of time, correction for, ii. 46 ;| 
its insufficiency, ii. 46 n. 437. 

Equation of motion of a planet, ii. 47-51. 

Equator, celestial, iii. 6. 

Equator, terrestrial, 392. 

Equinoctial shadow, iii. 7, 12-13; how 
found from latitude, iii. 17. 

Equinox, iii.. 6 n: precession of — see Pre- 
cession. 

Eras in practical use among Hindus, add. 
n. 12. 

Ether, fifth element, xii. 23; orbit of, xii. 
30, 81, 90. 

Evection, not noticed by Hindus, 211. 

Fang, 15th *ieu, 336. 

al Fargh al-Mukdim, 26th manzil, 343. 

al-Fargh al-Mukhir, 27th manzil, 343. 

Fathers, or Manes— divinities of 10th as- 
terism, 832; their station and day, xii. 
74, xiv. 14. 

Fixed stars — names and defined positions' 
of certain, viii. 1 0-1 2, 20-2 1 ; their iden- 
tification, viii. 12 n, 21 n. 

Full moon, day of, ii. 66 n. 

Gada, name of a yoga, add. n. 1 9. 

Ganda, 10th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Ganeca, author of Graha-Laghava, add. 
n. f. 

Gara, 6th etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

Garga, Garga-Siddhanta, add. n. 1 . 


Hemalamba, 5th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

Hemanta, winter, xiv. 10 n, 16 n. 

Hemisphere — name, v. 17 n; eastern and 
western, of heavens, v. 1 7 n ; northern 
and southern, of earth, xii. 45, 46. 

Heliacal settings and risings — of planets, 
ix. 1-11; distance from sun of occur- 
rence, ix. 6-9 ; calculation of time, ix. 
10-11, 16: of asterisms, ix. 12-17; as- 
terisms which never set beliacally, ix. 
18 : of moon, x. 1. 

Hindu astronomy, discussion of its origin, 
age. and relation to the Greek, add. 
n. 30. 

Hiu, 22nd sieu, 341. 

Hoiaington, H. R. — his Oriental Astrono- 
mer cited, introd. n., ii. 13 n, 218. 

Horizon, iii. 49 n. 

Hour — name, i. 52 n ; succession of regents 
of, xii. 79. 

Hour-angle, distance in time from meridi- 
an, iii 34-36; corrected hour-angle, 284; 
sun’s hour angle how determined from 
observation, iii 37-39. 

Hypothenuse — name, iv. 21 n : hypoth. of 
shadow of gnomon, iii. 8; constant re- 
lation to measure of amplitude, iii. 7 n. 

tfvara, 45th year of Jupiter’s cycle, L 
65 n. 

[davatsara, 3rd year of lustrum, xiv. 17 n. 

Ideler — identifications of Arab mandzil, 
326 etc. 

Idvatsara, 4th or 6th year of lustrum, 
xiv. 1 7 n. 

jal-Iklil, 17th manzil, 336. 
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Inclination— of planetary orbits to ecliptic, 
i. 68-70; comparative table of, L 70 n: 
of ecliptic to equator, ii. 28. 

Indra — 26th yoga, ii. 65 n: divinity of 
18th asterism, 337 , of others, 341 ; with 
Agni, of 16th, 335. 

Inequalities of planetary motions — how 
produced, ii. 1-8 ; why of different de- 
grees, ii. 9-11. 

Instruments — armillary sphere, xiii. 1-20. 
viii. 12 n; other instruments for meas- 
uring time, xiii. 20-24; for taking alti- 
tude, xiii. 21 n; for taking zenith-dis- 
tance at meridian transit, viii. 12 n. 

Iron Age, i. 17 n; its commencement, 161; 
how determined, 162. 

aj-Jabhah, 10th manzil, 333. 

Jambudvipa, central continent in P uranic 
geography, xii. 44 n. 

Jaya, 2nd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 65 n. 

Jervis, his Weights, Measures, and Coins 
of India, introd. n. 

Jnlna-Bhlskara, reference to, i. 6 n. 

Jnina-raja, author of Siddhanta-Sundara, 
add. n. 1. 

Jones, Sir W., references to and citations 
from his works, 324, 325, xiv. 16 n, add. 
n. 1. 

Jupiter — names, revolutions, etc., etc., see 
Planets — Jupiter's cycle of sixty years, 
i. 65 ; of twelve years, xiv. 17 ; their 
relation, xiv. 17 n. 

Jyaishtha, 2nd or 3rd month, i. 51 n, xiv. 
3 n, 1 6 n. 

Jyeshthri, 1 8th asterism— identification etc., 
336 ; its last quarter unlucky, xi. 21. 

Jyotisha, astronomical treatise, i 3 n. 

KSladanda, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

KMayukta, 26th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

al-Kalb, 18th manzil , 337. 

Kamalakara, author of Tattva-Viveka, 
add. n. 1. 

KAna, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Kang, 13th zieu, 335. 

Karana, half a lunar day, ii. 67-69. 

Karttika, 7th or 8th month, i. 51 n, xiv. 
3n, 16 n. 

Kiulava, 4th etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

Ketu, moon’s descending node, ii. 8 n. 

Ketumtla, a clime, xii. 39. 

Khanda-Kataka, treatise, or chapter of one, 
by Brahmagupta— cited by al-Biruni re- 
specting asterisms, 325 etc., 352. 353. 

Khara, 59th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 55 n. 

Ki, 18th zieu, 339. 

Kllaka, 1 6th year of Jupiter’s cycle, L 55 nj 

Kinstughna, 1st karana, ii. 69 n. * 

Kio, 12th zieu, 335. 

Koei, 26th zieu, 343. 


Krodhana, 33rd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Krodhin, 12th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Krttika, 3rd asterism — identification etc., 
328 ; formerly first of the series, i. 27 n, 

350. 

Kshaya, 34th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Kuei, 6th zieu, 331. 

Kuru, a clime, xii. 40. 

Kurukshetra, region in India, L 62 n. 

L'idha, astronomical authority, i. 3 n. 
Lagadha or Lagata, author of Jyotisha, i. 
So. 

Laghu-Arya-SiddMnta, add. n. 1 ; cita- 
tions and references, 168, add. n. 6. 
Lambaka, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
Lanka, i. 62 n, xii. 39. 

Lata, called by al-Birilm author of Surya- 
Siddhanta, i. 3 n. 

Latitude, celestial — name, i. 70 n, iv. 21 n ; 
how measured, i. 70 n, viii. 1 n; mean 
greatest latitude of planets, i. 68-70 : 
latitude of planets how calculated, ii. 
56-57 ; how combined with declination, 

ii. 68. 

Latitude, terrestrial — name, i. 60 n; how 
ascertained by observation of shadow, 

iii. 13-14, 14-16 : circumf. of earth on a 
parallel of latitude, how found, i. 60. 

Leu, 27th zieu, 328. 

Li, Chinese measure of distance, i. 60 n, 
add. n. 1 3. 

Lieu, 7th zieu, 332. 

Lokaloka, boundary of the earth, xii 44 n, 
xiii. 16n. 

Longitude, apparent— term how employed, 
vii. 12 n ; how found, vii. 7-11. 
Longitude, celestial, of a planet — no name 
for, i. 53 n; mean longitude how found, 
i. 53, 54, 60-61, 67 ; true longitude 
how found, ii. 39-45 : sun's true and 
mean longitude how determined from 
observation, iii 17-20,40-41. 
Longitude, polar — term how employed in 
this work, viii 1 n ; polar longitudes of 
asterisms, viii. 5-6 ; of certain fixed 
stars, viii. 10-11, 20-21. 

Longitude, terrestrial — name, i. 61 n ; 
whence measured, i. 62 ; how deter- 
mined, i. 63-65 ; measured in yojanas, 
i. 65 n. 

Lunar time, day, month — see Time, Day, 
Month. 

Lustrum, cycle of five years, i 68 n ; 
names of its years, xiv. 17 n. 

Mackenzie collection — see Wilson. 

Magha, loth asterism — identification etc., 
332, add. n. 26. 
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Mdgha, 10th or 11th. month, i. 51 n, xiv. 
3 n, 16 n. 

Maitra, name of a yoga, add. b. 1 9. 
Mallikarjuna, commentator on Surya-Sid-I 
dhanta, add. n. 2. 

Mammabhatta, commentator on Surya- 
Siddhanta, add. n. 2. 

MAnasa, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
Manazil al-kamar— see Arab lunar man- 
sions. 

Mangalavara, Tuesday, i. 52 n. 

Mnnmatha, 3rd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Manu, citations and references, i. 12 n. 

17 n, 19 n, 23 n, xii. 28 n, xiv. 14 n. 

Mao, 1st sieu, 329. 

Margajirsha, 8 th or 9 th month, i. 51 n, 
xiv. 3 n, 16 n. 

Mars, names, revolutions, etc., etc. — see! 
Planets. 

Matanga, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
Maya, recipient of revelation of Surya- 
Siddh&uta, i. 2, 4, 6 n, 7, xii. 1, 10, xiv ! 
24-27 ; conjectured identity of his name, 
with that of Ptolemy, i. 6 n. 

Mean motions of planets — see Daily • 
tions etc. 

Mean places of planets — see Longitude. 
Measure of amplitude, iii. 7. 

Mercury, names, revolutions, etc., etc. — j 
see Planets. Jj 


85 ; apparent diameter how calculated, 
iv. 2-3 ; conciser method, 456 : moon’s 
heliacal setting and rising, x. 1 ; time of 
rising and setting, how calculated, x. 2- 
5 ; elevation of cusps, x. 6-8 ; to deter- 
mine illuminated part of disk, x. 9 ; to 
delineate illuminated part, and elevation 
of cusps, x. 10-15 : moon the divinity of 
5th asterism, 329 ; relation to system 
of asterisms, 351, add. n. 28 ; equality of 
declination with sun unpropitious, xi. 1 
etc. ; station of the Fathers, xii. 74. 

Motions of planets — see Daily motions, 
Inequalities. 

Mrgaprsba, 5th asterism — identification 
etc., 329, add. n. 26. 

Mrgavyadha, name of star (Sirius), viii. 
10-11, add. n. 26. 

Mrtyu, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Mudgara, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Muhurta-Cintamani, cited respecting as- 
terisms, 325 etc. 

Muhurta-Mala, cited respecting Abhijit, 
354. 


Meridian— no distinct name for in text, xiiyiNaga, 59th karania, ii. 67, 69 n. 


15 n ; name in commentary, 2S3, xiii.l 
15 n. /) 

Meridian ecliptic point, iii. 49, v. 4-5, 9n. 
Meridian, prime — situation of, i. 62 ; why 
chosen, i. 62 n. 

Meridian-sine, v. 5 
Meru — poles of the earth, xii. 34-35 ; in 
Puranic geography, xii. 44 n. 

Minute of arc, i. 28. 

Mitra, divinity of 17th asterism, 336. 
Month — civil, i. 12: lunar, i. 13; number! 
in an Age, i. 35; names of those com-) 
posing the year, i. 5 1 n, xiv. 1 6 n ; how 
derived, xiv. 16 n; divisions of lunar] 
month, i. 51 n: intercalary months, 

38 ; number in a given period how cal- 
culated, i. 49 : lunar month a day of the 
Fathers, xii. 74,xiv. 14 : sidereal month, 
i. 12 : solar month, i. 13 ; number in an 
Age, i. 39 ; names, L 51 n, xiv. 16 n ; pre- 
cise length of the several solar months, 
xiv. 3 n ; division into seasons, xiv. 16 n. 
Moon — names, revolutions, etc., etc., see 
Planets— Moon’s apsides and nodes, revo- 
lutions in an Age, i. 33 ; mean daily mo- 
tions of, 161, 164, add. n. 5, 7 ; in side- 
real day, 435 ; positions at beginning of 
Iron Age, 162, add. n. 6 ; orbits, xii. 87- 
88 : moon’s dimensions, iv. 1 ; mean ap- 
parent diameter, distance, and horizon- 
tal parallax, iv. 1 n ; orbit, iv. 1 n, xii. 

vor,. vi. 63 


bhauma, add. n. 1, 2. 

Musala, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

an-Na’Aim, 20th manzil, 339. 

Nadi, sixtieth part of sidereal day, i. 11. 


an-Najm, 3rd manr.il, 329. 

Nandana, 60th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 D. 

Narada, N:\rada-Siddhanta, add. n. 1. 
Naradi-Sanhita, add. n. 1. 
an-Nathrah, 8th manzil, 331. 

New moon, day of, ii. 66 n. 

Nieu, 20th sieu, 340. 
jan-Niyat, stars in Scorpio, 337. 

Node of a planetary orbit — name, i. 34 n, 
xi. 5 n ; only ascending node spoken of, 
i. 34 n ; names of ascending and de- 
scending nodes, ii. 8 n, 360 ; mode of 
action on the planet, ii. 6-8 ; revolu- 
tions, i. 42-44 ; how devised, i. 44 n ; po- 
sitions, acc. to different authorities, i. 
44 n ; compared with Ptolemy’s, add. n. 
11 ; corrections applied to places of, in 
calculating latitude, ii. 56. 

For moon’s node, see Moon. 

Nrsinha, commentator on Surya-Siddhan- 
ta, add. n. 2. 

Nii, 21st sieu, 340. 

N umbers, how expressed in the text, in- 

trod. n. 

Oblique ascension, equivalents in, of signs 
of ecliptic, iii. 44-45 ; table of equiva- 
lents as calculated for Washington, 
265 ; for Williams’ College, 457 ; de- 
grees of oblique ascension, ix. 5 n. 
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Observations — how far contemplated in 
Hindu system, vii. 18 n, viii. 12 n, 472 ; 
accuracy of Hindu observations, 356, 
364. 

Oei, 28th sieu, 328. 

Orbit — name, iv. 3, xii. 76 : orbits of the 
planets, i. 26, xii. 73-77; their absolute 
dimensions, xii. 80-90 ; how determined, 
i. 27 n, iv. 1 n, xii. 90 n ; their relative 
dimensions deduced from epicycles, and 
compared, 220. 

Orient ecliptic-point, iii. 46-48. 

Orient-sine, or sine of amplitude of orient 
ecliptic-point, v. 3. 

Pada, quarter of a jloka, introd. n. 

Padma, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Padma, name of last jEon, i. 23 n. 

' Panca-Siddhantika, i 3d, add. n. 1. 

Parabhava, 14th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

Par&jara, add. n. 1. 

Parfjara or ParSijara Siddhanta, add. n. 
1 ; its system, add. n. 6 ; length of year, 
168 ; positions of apsides and nodes, i. 
44 n. 

Parallax — general exposition of Hindu 
view of, v. 1 n ; horizontal parallax of 
moon and sun, iv. 1 n ; the same acc, 
to Ptolemy, iv. 1 n : vertical parallax 
and its resolution, v. 1 n ; parallax in 
longitude, name of, 288 ; mode of cal- 
culating, in time, v. 3-8 ; parallax in 
latitude, name of, 288 ; mode of calcu- 
lating, v. 10-12: method of applying 
parallax in determining phases of eclipse, 
v. 9, 13-17, 463; general criticism of 
methods of calculation, 299 : parallax 
of other planets neglected, vii. 23 n. 

Paridh&vin, 20th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Parigha, 19th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Parivatsara, 2nd year of lustrum xiv. 
17 n. 

P5rsi asterisms, or 28-fold division of 
ecliptic, 324, 349. 

P4rthiva, 53rd year of Jupiter’s cycle i 
55 n. 

Path of extremity of shadow, how drawn 
on the dial, iii 41-42. 

Path of eclipsing body, how drawn in pro- 
jection of eclipses, vi 14-16, 

Patriarchate, great chronological period 

how composed, i 18: reckoned as day 
of Prajapati, xiv. 21. J 

PSulastya or Pulastya Siddhanta, add. n. 1 . 

Pduliga or Puli§a Siddhanta, i. 6 n, add. 
n. 1, 6 : its length of year, 168, 

Pdusha, 9th or 10th month, i. 51 n . xiv. 
3 n, 16 n. 

Perfected, the, a race of supernatural 
beings, xii. 28, 31, 40. 


Perigee, perihelion, no name for, 207. 
Perpendicular of a right-angled triangle, ii. 
30 n, add. n. 16. 

Perpendicular-sine = cosine, ii. 30 n, add. 
n. 16. 

Phtilguna, 11th or 12th month, i. 51 n, 
xiv. 3 n, 16 n. 

Phalguni, 11th and 12th asterisms — iden- 
tification etc., 333, add. n. 26. 

Phases of an eclipse, contact, immersion, 
emergence, separation, greatest obscu- 
ration, etc. — names, iv. 15 n, 17 n. 

Pi, 2nd sieu , 329 ; 25th sieu, 343. 

Pingala, 25th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
65 n. 

Planet, name, iv. 6 n, add. n. 22. 

Planets — names, add. n. 3 ; creation, xii. 
22-24; general explanation of motions, 

i. 25-27, xii. 73-77 ; point of commence- 
ment of motion, i. 27, 162 ; time of com- 
mencement, i. 24, 161, 162, i. 44 n; sid- 
ereal revolutions in an Age, i. 29-32 ; 
tables of periods of sidereal revolution, 
161, 164, 168, add. n. 5, 7; mean daily 
motions, i. 26, xii. 83 ; tables of do., i. 
34 n, add. n. 5, 7 ; mean positions, end 
of last Golden Age, i. 57 ; do. beginning 
of Iron Age, i. 58 n, add. n. 6 ; actual 
mean positions, beg. of Iron Age, 162 : 
to find mean longitude for any given 
time, i. 53-67 ; mean longitude as found 
for Jan. 1, 1860, and errors, i. 67 n : 
causes of irregular motion, ii. 1-11 ; 
kinds of motion, ii. 12-13 ; how to cal- 
culate true longitudes, ii. 29-45; di- 
mensions of epicycles, ii. 34-38; equa- 
tion of centre, ii. 39 ; annual equation, 

ii. 40-42 ; calculation of true rates of 
motion, ii. 47-51 ; of declination, ii, 28 ; 
data for finding latitude, i. 68-70 ; mode 
of calculation, ii. 56-57 ; combination of 
latitude and declination, ii. 58 : com- 
parative table of true longitudes, daily 
motions, and declinations, for Jan. 1, 
I860, 231 ; apparent diameters, iv. 1 n, 

vii. 13-14: orbits, how determined, iv. 
1 n, xii. 90 n ; absolute dimensions, xii. 
80-90 ; relative dimensions, deduced 
from epicycles, 220 ; distances from 
earth, xii. 84 ; order in respect to dis- 
tance, xii. 31 ; order in which referred 
to in this work, i. 52 n : synodical revo- 
lutions, ii. 42 n : conjunctions of planets 
with each other, vii ; with asterisms, 

viii. 14-15 : heliacal settings and risings, 

ix. 1-11: regency over days, months, 
etc., i. 51 - 5 2 xii. 78-79: day of a plan- 
et, ii. 59. 

Piava, 9th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Plavanga, 15th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
i 55 n. 
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Polar longitude and latitude, terms how 
employed in this work, viii. 1 n. 

Pole — of earth, xii. 34-35 ; of ecliptic, 
287 ; of prime vertical, 2S3. 

Polestara, xii. 43. 

Portion of an asterism, ii. 64, 323, 351-54. 

Possessors of Knowledge, supernatural 
beings, xii. 31. 

Prabhava, 35th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Prajapati — 39th year of-Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
65 n : divinity of 4th asterism, 329, viii. 
1 3 n : the patriarchate a day of, xiv. 

• 21 : name of a star (5 Aurigae), viii. 20 : 
name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

Pramadin, 21st year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 
55 n. 

Pramdthin, 47th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Pramoda, 38th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Pravardha, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

• Precession of the equinoxes, iii. 9-12 ; 
name, 249 ; statement of. iii. 9 ; form 
of theory, a libration, iii. 12 n; possible 
reason, 247 ; Bentley’s view refuted, | 
248; theory of Siddhanta-^iromani, notj 
a libration, 248 ; whether precession 
taken account of in construction of Hin- 
du system, 247, add. n. 20 ; position and 
history in this treatise, 246 etc., add. n. 
20; rule for calculating, iii 9-10; for 1 
determining by observation, iii. 11-12: 
Greek view of precession, 249. 

Prime meridian, i. 62. 

Prime vertical, iii. 6 ; its pole, 283 ; to find 
hypoth. of shadow, when sun is on the 
iii. 25-27. 

Priti, 2nd yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Progresses of the sun, from solstice to 
solstice, xiv. 9. 

Projection of an eclipse, vi ; name, vi. 1, 8 ; 
scale of, iv. 26 ; figure illustrating pro-| 
jection of lunar eclipse, 301. 

Ptolemy — possible traces of his name in 
Hindu astronomy, i. 6 n ; his times of 
sidereal revolution of the planets, 168, 
add. n. 10 ; inclination of planetary or-l 
bits, i. 70 n ; of ecliptic, ii. 28 n ; use ofi 
chords, 200 ; relation of his chords to' 
Hindu sines, add. n. 15 ; mode of cal- 
culating equation of centre of sun and 
moon, 210; of other planets, together 
with annual equation, 217 ; his improve-| 
merits ol Greek astronomy, not found in 
Hindu system, 219,474; relative di- 
mensions and eccentricities of planetary 
orbits, 220 ; retrogradation of planets, 
226 ; precession, 249 ; distances, paral- 
lax, and dimensions of sun and moon, 
271; direction of ecliptic in eclipses, 
284; astrology, vii. 23 n; heliacal set- 


ting of planets, ix. 9 n ; positions of ap- 
II sides and nodes of planets, add. n. 11. 
j Pulica, author of Panlifa-Siddhanta, add. 
n. 1 ; identical with Paulus Alexandri- 
nus ? i. 6 n, add. n. 1. 

Punarvasu, 7th asterism — identification 
; etc., 330. 

Purva-ashadba, 20th asterism — identifica- 
tion etc., 338. 

Purva-Bhadrapada, 26th asterism — iden- 
tification etc., 341. 

Piirva-Phalguni, 11th asterism — identifi- 
cation etc., 333. 

Pus ban, divinity of 28th asterism, 343. 
Pnshya, 8th asterism — identification etc., 

I 331. 

Quadrants, odd and even, ii. 29-30. 

Radius — names, ii, 60 n ; value in min- 
utes, ii. 22. 

Raliu, ii. 6; cause of eclipses, ii. 8 n, iv. 
6 n. 

Rakshasa — 23rd year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i i. 55 n ; name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
P.aktiiksha, 32nd year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
j i. 55 n. 

Ranganatha, commentator on Surya-Sid- 

II dhanta, introd. n„ add. n. 2. 

Ratnamala, authority respecting aster- 

isms, 325. 

Raudra, 28th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 d, 

Ravivara, Sunday, i. 52 n. 

Regents of years, months, days, and hours, 
i. 51-52, xii. 78-79. 

Respiration, measure of time, i. 1 1 . 
Retrogradation of the planets — name, ii. 
12-13; explanation, and definition of 
limits, ii. 51-55. 

Revati, 28th asterism— identification etc., 
343 ; its last quarter unlucky, xi. 21. 
Revolution of a planet, i. 25-27 ; numbers 
of revolutions in an Age, i. 29-34. 
Right ascension, equivalents of the differ- 
ent signs of the ecliptic in, iii 42-44. 
jar-Risha, 28th manzil, 343. 

Rohini, 4th asterism — identification etc., 
329 ; astrological consequences of col- 
lision of the planets with, viii. 13. 
Rohitaka, place situated on prime merid- 
ian, i. 62. 

Romaka, name of Rome, i. 6 n, xii. 89. 
Romaka-Siddhanta, add n. ], i. 6 n. 
Rudhirodgarin, 31st year of Jupiter’s cy- 
cle, i. 55 n. 

Rudra, divinity of 6th asterism, 330. 

[For words often spelt with Sh, S', ’S, or 
S, see 0. under the letter C.J 
Sa’d adh-Dbabih, 22nd manzil. 340. 

Sa’d al-Akhbiyah, 25th mamii, 341, 
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Sa’d as-Su’dd, 24th manzil, 341. Siddhanta-Sarvabhauma, add. n. 1 : meth- 

Sa'd Bula’, 23rd manzil, 340. od of observing positions of asterisms, 

Sadharana, 18th year of Jupiter’s cycle, viii. 12 n; epicycles, add. n. 18.. 

55 n. 1 Siddhanta-Sundara, add. n. 1 ; cited by 

Sadhya, 22nd yoga, ii. 65 n. I Siddhanta-Sarvabhauma, viii. 1 2 n. 

Samvatsara — 1st year of lustrum, xiv. 17 n;' Siddharthin, 27th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
year of era of Vikramiiditya, add. n. 12 i. 55 n. 

Sanskrit words, transcription and pronun- Siddhi — 16th yoga, ii. 65 n; name of a 
ciation of, introd. n. y oga, add. n. 19. 

as-Sarfah, 12th manzil, 334. Sidereal time, day, year— see Time, Day, 

Saryadharin, 56th year of Jupiter’s cycle, Year. 

j 55 n _ Sieu, 28-fold division of heavens by Chi- 

Sarvajit, 55th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. nese, 325 ; comparison with Hindu 
55 n. asterisms and Arab lunar mansion's, 

Saturn, names, revolutions, etc., etc. — see 327-344 ; map illustrating position and 

Planets. relations, add. n. 27 ; origin of system, 

Saubh&gya, 4th yoga, ii. 65 n. acc. to Biot, 345. 

Saumya — 17th year of Jupiter's cycle, i. Sign, twelfth part of ecliptic, 1 28; reck- 
55 n ; name of a voga, add. n. 19. oned from any given starting-point, i. 

Scale of projection of an eclipse, iv. 26. 28 n, 58 n ; table of names and symbols, 

Seasons — number and names, xiv. 10 n; i. 58 n. 

months and asterisms belonging to as-Simak, 14th manzil, 335. 
them, xiv. 16 n; reason of varying’ Sin, 16th sieu, 337. 
temperature, xii. 46, 72 n. j Sine — name, 201, add. n. 16 ; series of 

Second of arc, i. 28. sines, in minutes, ii. 1 7-22 ; comparative 

Serpents, divinities of 9th asterism, 332. I table of, 197 ; table of sines for every 
Seven Sages, stars in Ursa Major, xiii. 9; degree, with differences, 429 ; rule for 
their independent revolution, viii. 21 n. developing the series, ii. 15-16; how 
Shadagitimukha, solar period, xiv. 3-6. | derived, 198-9, add. n. 15 ; its falsity. 
Shadow of earth — diameter on moon’s add. n. 15; Hindu use of sines earlier 

orbit, iv. 4-5 ; no account taken of pe- than Arab, 200 ; Arab sines from Greek 

numbra, iv. 5 n. j chords, 200 ; whether Hindu sines like- 

Shadow of gnomon — names, iii. 5 n ; base, wise ? add. n. 1 5 ; Hindu series how 

or north and south projection of, iii. 23—; obtained, 198, add. n. 15. 

25 ; path of its extremity, iii. 41-42 : part of an arc determining the sine, ii. 

equinoctial shadow, iii. 7, 12-13 : noon 29-30 : to find the sine of a given arc, 

shadow, how calculated, iii. 20-22 ; oth-j or arc of a given sine, ii. 31-33. 
er shadows, iii. 28-34, 34-36; shadow Sing, 8th sieu, 333. 

cast by any planet or star, how deter- Solar time, day, month, year, etc. — see 
mined and laid down, 312, 316. Time, Day, Month, Year. 

ash-Sharatau, 1st manzil, 327. Solstice, name of, 249, xii. 72 n. 

ash-Shaulah, 19th manzil, 338. Soma-Siddbanta, add n. 1, 6. 

Siddha, 21st yoga, ii. 65 n. Somavara, Monday, i. 52 n. 

Siddhanta-Qiromani— date, authorship, and Sphere, 287. 
derivation, add. n. 1 ; account of V edan- Square, iii. 5 n. 
gas, i. 3 n ; planetary system, add. n. 6 ; Sthira, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 
division of the day, i. 12 n; length of, Subhanu, 51st year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
year, and mean sidereal revolutions of 55 n. 
planets, 168 ; positions of apsides and: Sukarman, 7th yoga, ii. 65 n. 
nodes, i. 44 n ; diameter and circumfer- Sum of days — names, i. 51 n ; how found, 
ence of earth, i. 60 n ; prime meridian, 1 45-51. 

i. 62 n; precession, 248 ; statement re- Sun — names, revolutions, etc., etc., see 
specting precession as taught by Surya- Planets — dimensions, iv. 1 ; mean ap- 

Siddhanta, 245 ; sine3 of zenith-distance parent diameter, horizontal parallax, 

and altitude of ecliptic, v. 7 n ; defini- and distance, iv. In; to find true ap- 

tion of position of asterisms, 326-344; parent diameter, iv. 2-3; briefer meth- 

of fixed stars, viii 12 n; geography of od, 456; solar eclipses, iv, v; calcu- 

southem hemisphere, xii 44 n ; orbit of lation of a solar eclipse, add. n. 25; 

asterisms, xii 90 n ; armillary sphere,! error of sun’s motion and position by 

xiii. 3n; descriptions of instruments, Hindu system, 166; adaptation of those 

xiii. 21 n, 22 n; solar day, xiv. 3 n ; epi- of other planets to it, 164-167: sun’s 

cycles, add. n. 18. revelation of present treatise, i. 2-9, xiv. 
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24-25 : his part in the creation, xii. 15- 
21 : divinity of 13th asterism, 334. 

Surd, 259. 

Siirya Siddhanta — professedly revealed by 
the Sun to Maya, i. 2-9 ; ascribed by 
al-Biruni to L4ta, i. 3 n ; referred by 
Bentley to 1 1th centunr, 165; refuta- 
tion of this conclusion, L 3 n, 167, 470 ; 
position in astronomical literature of 
India, introd. n„ add. n. 1, 470 ; its sys- 
tem compared with those of other trea- 
tises, add. n. 6 ; present extent, xiv. 27 n ; 
division into two portions, xi. 23 n ; 
commentaries on, add. n. 2 ; published 
edition, introd. n., add. n. 1. 

Svati, 15th asterism — identification etc., 
335. 

Synodical revolutions of the planets, 212. 

Tables for finding true places of planets, 
where given, 218. 

Ttiitila, 5th etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

Taittiriya-Sanhita and Taittiriya-Brah- 
mana, names and divinities of the aste- 
risms according to, 326 etc. 

Tammaya, commentator on Sfirya-Sid- 
dhanta, add. n. 2. 

Tarana, 52nd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 
65 n. 

at-Tarf, 9th manzil, 332. 

Tattva-Viveka, add. n. 1. 

ath-Thuraiya, 3rd manzil, 329. 

Ti, 14th sieu, 336. 

Time — real and unreal, i 10 ; different 
modes of measuring and reckoning, xiv ; 
civil time and its uses, xiv. 18-19; lu- 
nar time, i. 13n, xiv. 12-14; sidereal 
time, xiv. 15; solar time, xiv. 3, 10; 
time of gods, Prajapati, and Brahma, 
xiv. 20-21 ; mode of reckoning time 
practically employed, i. 13 n : instru- 
ments for measuring time, xiii. 16, 19- 
24 : to determine the time by observa- 
tion of shadow of gnomon, iii. 37-39 — 
see Day, Month, Year, etc. 

times of rising, see Ascensional equiva- 
lents. 

Tsan, 4th sieu, 330. 

Tse, 3rd sieu, 330. 

Tsing, 5th sieu, 331. 

Tvashtar, divinity of 14th asterism, 334. 

Tycho Brahe's determination of apparent 
diameter of planets, vii. 14 n. 


Uttara-Bhadrapada, 27th asterism — iden- 
tification etc., 342. 

Uttara-Phalguni, 12th asterism — identifi- 
cation etc., 333. 

Vaifakha, 1st or 2nd month, i. 51 n, xiv. 
3 n, 16 n. 

Vaidhrta, or Vaidhrti, name of a hostile 
aspect of sun and moon, xi. 2, 4. 
Vaidhrti, 27th yoga, ii. 6a n. 

Vajra — 15th yoga, ii. 65 n; name of a 
yoga, add. n. 19. 

V araha, name of current rEon, i. 23 n. 
Var5ha-mihira, astronomical and astro- 
logical authority, i. 3n, vii. 23 n, 352, 
viii. 1 3 n, xiv. 6 n, add. n. 1. 
Varaha-Siddhanta, add. n. 1 . 

Variyas, 18th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Varsha, rainy season, xiv. 10 n, 16 n. 
Vanina, divinity of 25th asterism, 341. 
Vasanta, spring, xiv. lOn, 16 n. 

Vasishtha or Vasishtha Siddhanta, add. 
n. 1, 6. 

Vasudeva, xii. 12. 

V asus, divinities of 24th asterism, 340. 
Vatsara, 6th year of lustrum, xiv. 17 n. 
Vedas, xii. 17. 

Vedangas, i. 3 n. 

V enus — names, revolutions, etc., etc., 
see Planets — in conjunction with other 
planets, vii. 23. 

Versed sine — name, 201; how found, ii. 

22 ; series of, for the quadrant, ii 23-27. 
Vertical circle, 287. 

Vertical parallax, resolution of. 287. 
Vibliava, 36th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
65 u. 

Vijakha, 16th asterism — identification 
etc., 335. 

Vicrtau, Dame of stars in sting of Scor- 
pio, 337. 

Vijvavasu, 13th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. * 

Yijaya, 1st year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Vikarin, 7th year of Jupiter's cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Vikrama, 48th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 u. 

Vikramaditya, era of, add. n. 12. 

Vikrta, 68th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Vilamba, 6th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
65 n. 


Udravatsara, 5th year of lustrum, xiv. 17 n. 
tTei, 17th sieu, 338. 

Ujjayini, city determining position of 
prime meridian, i. 62 n. 

Upanishad, xiii 3 n. 

Utpata, name of a yoga, add. n. 19. 

IT tiara- Ashadha, 21st asterism — identifi- 
cation etc., 338. 


^ inadi, measure of time, i. 11. 
Virodhakrt, 19th year of Jupiter’s cycle, 
i. 55 n. 

Virodbin, 67th year of Jupiter’s cycle, i 
55 n. 

Vishkambha, 1st yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Vishnu — divinity of 23rd asterism, 340; 
original character, xiv. 10 n. 
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Vishnu-candra, author of Vasishtha-Sid-| 
dhanta, add. n. 1. 

Vishnudliarraottara-Purana, add. n. 1. 

Vishnu- Purina, citations from and refer-J 
ences to, i. 9 n, l2n, 17 n, 19 n, 21 n,' 
23 n, ii. 8 n, xii. 28 n, 44 n. 

Vishti, 8th etc. karana, ii. 69 n. 

Vortices, or propelling currents, of the 
planets, ii. 3, xii. 73. 

Vrddbi, 11th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Vyaghata, 13th yoga, ii. 65 n. 

Vyasa-Siddhanta, add. n. 1. 

Vyatipata — 17th yoga, ii. 65 n, xi. 20;; 
name of a hostile aspect of sun andj 
moon, xi. 2,4. 

Vyaya, 54th year of Jupiter's cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Warren’s Kala Sankalita, references tol 
and citations from, introd. n., i. 13 n,| 
34 n, 48 n, 55 n, 62 n, 218, xiv. 3 n, 17 n 
add. n. 12, 19. 

Weber, references to and extracts from] 
his works and essays, i. 3 n, 6 n, ii. 8 n 
vii. 23 n, 348, xiv. 6 n, add. n. 1, 3, 26. 
28. 

W eek — not an original or ancient Hindu 
institution, i. 52 n, xii. 79 n ; whence 
brought to India, i. 52 n ; names of its 
days, i. 52 n; how determined, i. 62 n : 
when they begin, i. 66. 

Wilson — his catalogue of Mackenzie Col- 
lection referred to, add. n. 1, 2 ; his 
Vishnu-Purana, see Vishnu Purana. 

Y, 10th sieu, 334. 

Tama, divinity of 2nd asterism, 328. 

Yamakoti, city, xii. 38. 


iYavanas, Greeks or westerners, referred 

! to in Hindu astronomical traditions, i. 

1 6 n, 474. 

Year — civil, lunar, sidereal, and solar, i. 
13 n ; year of the gods, i. 14 ; years in 
practical use in India, i. 13 n; sketch of 
solar and luni-solar calendar, for year 
1859-60, i. 51 n : length of sidereal solar 
year, acc. to different authorities, 168 
years of eras of Qalivahana and Vikra- 
maditya, character and names of, add. 
n. 12; years of Jupiter’s cycle, names 
of, i. 55 n ; years of lustrum, names of, 
xiv. 17 n. 

Yellaya, commentator on Surya-Siddhan- 
ta, add. n. 2. 

Yoga, period of time — name whence de- 
rived, add.n. 19 ; two systems, names 
and character of, ii. 65 n, add. n. 19. 

Yojana, measure of length, its subdivision 
and value, i. 60 n, add. n. 13. 

Yuvan, 43rd year of Jupiter’s cycle, i. 
55 n. 

Zenith, name of, v. 1 n. 

Zenith-distance — on the meridian, iii. 14- 
15; elsewhere, iii. 33; sun’s zenith-dis- 
tance on circles of intermediate direc- 
tion, how found, iii. 28-34 ; to find the 
same elsewhere, iii. 34-36 ; how found 
from shadow, iii. 14-15. 87 ; instrument 
for obtaining sun’s zenith-distance by 
observation, xiii. 21 n. 

Zodiac — name, iii. 12 n ; signs of, see 
Signs. 

Zones of the earth, xii. 59-69. 

az-Zubanan, 16th manzil , 336. 

az-Zubrah, 11th manzil, 334 
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TWO SANSKRIT INSCRIPTIONS 

ENGRAVEN ON STONE : 

THE ORIGINAL TEXTS, 

WITH TRANSLATIONS AND COMMENTS. 

Bi FITZ-EDWAED HALL, Esq., M. A. 

Presented to the Society October 26, 1859. 


The stones containing the inscriptions now published were 
procured, the first at Bhera Ghat* on the Nerbudda, and the 
other at the village of Tewar. b Both these places I visited, in 
1857, while on the first march from Jubulpoor to Nursinghpoor. 
The larger stone had been brought, as serviceable building- 
material, to the side of a temple which was in course of erection. 
When rescued, it was on the point of being buried, face down- 
ward, in one of the walls. Had its threatened fate been realized, 
quite possibly it would not have been spoken of in print for sev- 
eral centuries. 

More than one historical fact deserving of record has been dis- 
covered from these monuments. The queen of Gayakarna Deva, 
Alhana Devi, was daughter of a Rana of Udeypoor, and grand- 
daughter, through her mother, of Udayaditya, c king of Mahva. 
The paternal greatgrandfather of this lady, Hansapala, is, further, 
a representative of the royal house of Mewar, now first brought 
to light. A near approximation to the dates of-three of her pro- 
genitors being practicable, a basis is afforded by which a portion 
of the current chronology, for the mediaeval period, of preemi- 
nently the foremost family of Rajpoots may be readjusted to 
advantage. 

The names of the modern rulers of Chedi, d beginning with 
the earliest, and the names of their consorts and kinsmen, so far 
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as they have been ascertained, shall here be exhibited. The 
first genealogical table shows the family that reigned in Central 
India : 


Lakshmana Deva e or Yuvar&ja Deva. f 
Kokalla Deva. 

G&ngeya Deva. 

Karna Deva.® He married A'valia Devi, a Hiina. h 
Yas'akkama Deva.* 

Gayakarna Deva.J He married Alhana Devi. k 
Narasinha Deva . 1 

Jayasinha Deva, brother of the last. 

Vijayasinha. He married Gdsala Devi. 

Ajayasinha Deva, m heir apparent. 

Alhana Devf s ancestry, as deduced from my larger inscrip- 
tion, was as follows : 


Hansapala, a Gobhila . 11 
Vairisinha. 

Vijayasinha . 0 He married S'yamala Devi, daughter of Udayaditya 
of Malava ; and these were the parents of Alhana Devi. 


The second person mentioned in my larger inscription has a 
very unusual name. That his kingdom was that of Chedi is 
beyond doubt. I am not .prepared to pronounce him identical 
with the Kokalla who is expressly said to have been lord of that 
country, and who was likewise a Haihaya ; but as, on further 
enquiry, the two may turn out to be one, I shall enumerate such 
of the descendants of the latter as are known from inscriptions 
that have been found in the west: 


S'adruka. S'ankaragana 

or Eanavigraha. 
Mahdlakshmi 
or Lakshmi, and 
Govindamba, were 
his daughters. 


Mah&devi. Arjuna. 

His son was 
Aggana (?) Deva, 
who had a daugh- 
ter Dwijamba. 


This Kokalla thus had, at least, three sons and one daughter. 
S'adruka, after a single glimpse, is seen do more. S'ankaragana p 
is termed lord of Chedi : but it is questionable whether the title 
was ever more than a compliment of hopeful expectation. Ma- 
hadevi married a royalet named Krishna. Who he was we are 
still to learn. Their son, Jagadrudra or Jagattunga, as to whose 
nationality equally little has transpired, married his two cousins 
german, Lakshmi and Govindamba. This spirited polygamist 
had, however, already wedded a daughter of Akalavarsha • but 
he had by her, it should seem, no issue. Indra, his son by 
Lakshmi, was nevertheless allowed — so elastic is Hindu cour- 
tesy — to be a grandson of Akalavarsha, and was his heir to the 
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Yadava raja-ship. Indra’s wife was Dwijamba, granddaughter 
of his grandparents’ brother Aijuna.a 

Far from insignificant were the later dukes of Chedi, r as is 
patent from their matrimonial alliances: and yet — such is the 
caprice of fortune — the extent of their occupancy can now be 
estimated only by the opinion of their power ; and the determi- 
nation of its locality has not been effected without some little 
research. In the most recent of their inscriptions is the last 
word of them that oblivion has not usurped. Their neighbors, 
the kings of Gadhamandala, may have wrought their extinction ; 
for, as it appears, their territory passed in part to those chief- 
tains, while the eastern shire of it was ultimately possessed by 
the Baghelas of Rewa. 

The later Bhoja of Central India has been assigned, on toler- 
ably cogent gounds, to the middle of the eleventh century. Of 
his grandsons, one, Lakshmidhara, was living in A. D. 1104 ; 
and another, Naravarman, died in 1133* Udayaditya, who con- 
nects the two generations, may, then, have flourished about 
1075. Alhana Devi, who is named, in the older of my two in- 
scriptions, as if she were still surviving at the time of its exe- 
cution, was a granddaughter,* as we have seen, of Udayaditya. 
She may thus have been bom about 1100. According to the 
sequel of this paper, and other evidence, one of ’her sons, Nara- 
sinha, was reigning in a year 907 ; another, Jayasinha, in 928 ; 
and her greatgrandson, Ajayasinha, was a minor in 932." Her 
birth may, therefore, have taken place as early as 850, which 
carries back Udayaditya perhaps to 790. These lesser numbers 
plainly do not denote either the era of S'alivahana or that of 
Vikramaditya. T Nor can they be computed from that of Vala- 
bhi, as ordinarily assumed to count from A. D. 319 : a position 
which, in passing, I believe to be contestable. The specifications 
attached to the dates 907 and 928 are, however, so full, that any 
one who chooses to undertake a somewhat tedious calculation 
is provided with data from which the first year of this, or of 
some other unaccustomed epoch, may be definitely determined. 

Of the two inscriptions now edited, the second, a rude speci- 
men of engraving, I copied with its stone before me. As for the 
first, I have made use of a couple of fac-simile tracings from it : 
but they were prepared by a native, a Muhammadan, who was 
unable to read a letter of the original, and who, consequently, 
is not to be suspected of conscious attempts at amendments 
The style and conformation of its characters resemble, as nearly 
as possible, those observed on the copperplate of Gasala Devi. 
At the end of the sixth, sixteenth, and thirty-first stanzas are 
elaborate flourishes. Once they were, it may be, of some signifi- 
cance, now forgotten : here they simply mark the conclusions of 
paragraphs, 
rot. vi. 
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STtH I qq: tewi 

WIT rRtrT 

O 

Hid l 

m qwnrorf fewr 
a?iq&^4q ^rfrr fqqiq urn 
& rftt; f% J<rfe^rr: fq? qRqRff^T: 
W* srr ^ITOW: WW HrWTT HFWI 

O O £\0 

37q HlRi'&rfRfrH: fef^sHyi^H'l^l^'JIT- 

gUMtiqi: qFg sp H^ll 

qqqrfqqqr mrR wf m[£*hk qq sur- 
^FT^t qqi 

3<[ qg q 4 sir! ^flri ri^q»Rirr 

mwi to? $rff^ fen u^n 

rnmqTJR^: JMM fewTS": fclMliui q: ii£ii 

3^ ^Tf^FFTT gqfe:i 

^TFT: 

^q: qt f^lrj q: ^71 flqrorniHU 
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pi h^th! ng fRwfr pm 
P^IHIMHddKN PTH 
PPPJ JPT pf^PT pfHW II Ml 
P)P {TH^PT fppp P^P P^IP 

POT N^KIHINH'MH yTTPRP PHTP: I 


dsilPlsI-Mrilgrll qf^PT P^Jd^' 

d tM I <> l ti I ^»t« 4 Ri <» 1 ^ d dg 3 TrT Hid P 

rTPTT^PP Hdddrj PHP: 4^°^* 

PH: qHK^rHPIPP gPT P STPTi 
^TtW^P ^fp fpPT<I^PP 


PH fpRrtPigiqPsHpqPH IIT7H 
fPlHPfrfpRP^TPP^P: yfyf^MldP: 

HTTHROTT PPP i^lddlJ^dHd: I 
P?Pt PP fpPRI H^HHH d^puilPPPT 
PT^ipjfHPTPP fppwi(ddiqil«dl imi 
jtptppp pfppn g^ppppffei 

^lidddfd: PP HH P^lUiHUiqP h\oh 
rTPTHTP P^TTFT: e hUU fPUIP PHcTT I 

y mm iripiprtfprfTpfppqri Rm i imn 
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mu^itUH crf gpfNr hhh^jh 

+ ^IdHlsPIFT WT ^ 

37Tf: chl^^ q^JJ% ^tjt* 

FFFT <FTR PWPlt PRIrUqcfcRll^H 

' m^n g| m m*nfr 

i 

rTRfTT FFFF# HHr|{Hil{IHrfcf f^TCP \ 
dH^rdfgfq#ffl t HdHsl'J'F^ - : #% SIf 
^ FTpTT 

^ | (Ud N^ilil ^rlW ZFlfgplT >FFF 
ill^llWl^^l^l: WTFTfTPWr: l 
FTFIF sPT HHIHIIT^ ^TFT WFT? ^- § 
FffFfr^ fsrg^trt^i^Rft 


* The ^q* is rather dim in my fac-si miles. The word in which it occurs ends a 
line on the stone, which is here somewhat worn. There is no doubt about the 
;=[ ; FpTT is the only form given in the dictionaries ; but ^p[ is equally gram- 
matical. 

\ I may as well remark, concerning this unusual name, that its appearance on 
the stone is such as to preclude all uncertainty. No person who is familiar with 
Indian inscriptions need be told that was here to be expected. Had this, 
however, been the intended reading, the method observed, without exception, in 
this inscription, would have converted the nasal point, at the end of the foregoing 
verse, into a JJ, 

X these words, at the termination of a line, the stone is slightly broken. The 
^TT is unmistakable : but the conjunct 3$J has no authority but indisputable neces- 
sity. The verb ! 3rfifT^ is completed, in the next line, with perfect distinctness. 

§ This division violates a law of prosody. 

| Some letters are here missing, on the stone, directly beneath the °V$X“ spoken 
of in the last note but one. Tim y is plainly legible ; and tbe following line com- 
mences with °=yynrp. My suggestion of will hardly be challenged. 
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JTWjr^n < 
m hhwhlhI' ^R^Xknr 
^uid\dld^t 

^HIslH^J^rllrl': SftrFn^itfWJFP 

fsRf^Trr^nPTTrT! ^M^r^kVO 
Ridd^dF P m sRmanittn 
^fpr iilid'^g^ft^ 

dwrfrs' JfTH: f%FT «fcWFH« i 
g fldldd £dd H (i M fRJflff- 
ddl=hd ilW 
dPJT^FT rFIdd - : MUI*ird*ltd- 

qr^rfferPI : ^fl%i ii^ttii 

er dfp^r f$rni 

dtH'IR JFdl^li^IKil l 
Cdlt d 

^tRt ^IdlsldMdl'liH II H 

65 
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rlWI^IMrT HHfHsWIMH-FT- 
f*H I^H# I 
LjMlMHNsTdfff^ TFT 3TO- 

TO: sFTTH TO g^:g^fgt n^on 

TOl^cR TOfTOTTOTN- 

RT^^fT^r<F|rfr pTO 
vi^'i^urr 

^^R^I^iTtIXFTOT: H*\u 
TOF rm soi^nnfM OTifpj?rf ^nroif 
sfnxFTim gw^TOHr ^n?r grot m* 
RFn^nXTOTO TO^TTTOlf 
^TOT lisftu 

M^I^nFfTTTO 5Td'^iUlH(^l(: l 
^ sftiH ^ITOf f$TTOTm $1^: H^H 

^mn tort 

HNuMMirii nil'll LW^H: i 

wr r^5t R^f^G^rn^H 
TO : 3TOT jBP^TT 

XlHrTlP%TFT TO^TORT^pfr T^l 
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* \ f~ , 

W%T tftfrf rim 3TCWT 

qw h sm hhhn ^i^rmfif Tf sjrarfrr 
feRIrTT sfcj[H«^o|: 
^ftTOrmT 

*ft ^hi^hwh^iIh^w- 

y*^tn: iit^n 

H^HN"grPJTH^H l 


ii^H.m 


U I GJ <r«£ 1 1 i^j ^| ^ | || ^ || 

O C\*N 

m;\\'ir\ JOFgaiHKMliM fnl: 11^:11 

^qmr#r 5*ammPmw 

Hi<^ <^1 sIiirTtaruTHm*^! 

HH HI til HH 3TJTtfrT 


# mi hi^hhiuihS ll ^ii 

HH HIHI H^n^rii^oii 
FTTiMH: qi^qH^W) 


* Here is another prosodial defect, similar to that pointed ont in the fourteenth 
stanza. 



SP-TrTH I 

(thinnhvu ftt^* 

5TSR MH H^FTT^T 

*N O O 

Mf H'PTMM HWWT^T- 
fn%iHl?r^'(^ri^ i 
JT%n^wTf ^rmr^T ^t 
hrt Jrf^nn fiw fw 
cUh^tm ^THwfit: ^^nfFPTTprf^Fr 1 * 
5FpR^rqTRFT *^Tu^H 
g?T: flHW- 
rrHl^lT^IirNqi^^i 1 
U2i|KrHr7THMMV, U^q 
f^mrft ftlRTTWfSrOT' n^ll 
^rr^5|^|4>[H^IHl5rtH^fJ|: I 

ffiq, ^riST^TpT^: n^H 
?nwnrt R^HN^HNrl l 

nH» 

uHbi h 

fiFTf OTH^H 

fl^rT ^oo tn7igf| ^ ^1 

, * first "half of this line faultily ends with the middle of a word, the syllable 
t?T ; in contrariety to a metrical canon. 
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Translation. 


Om ! Glory to S'iva ! 

1. May the lunar digit on the brow of the Moon-bedecked — 
which digit , though but one, and individual , yet, even in the ab- 
sence of evening, constantly begets the conviction, as pertains to 
the opulent in attendants, that it is the second — augment your 
prosperity, and preserve it unimpaired. 1 

2. May the ranges of sacred watering-booths — chafed by the 
creeping and leaping waves of the celestial river which meanders 
on the head of S'iva — protect you. Is it lines of white lotoses 
that present themselves ? Or divisions of the moon ? Or germs 
of virtuous deeds ? Or, else, the sloughs of serpents ? Or, again, 
eruptions of ashes? Thus are they made the subject of specula- 
tion by the immortals. 2 

3. That which is a pure pervading element ; that by whose rev- 
olutions the earth is illuminated ; that which imparts happiness 
to the eyes of the world ; that which is the cause of diversity 
among savors and the like, whose inhesion is in the terrene; 
that which is a receptacle surcharged with odor; he that sacri- 
fices ; that which is absolutely cold ; and that which is tactile, hut 
devoid of color : may S'iva, by virtue of these material forms, 3 
defend you. 

4. May ISTflakantha 4 — exciting, by the display of his javelin and 
battle-axe, 5 affection in his votaries ; the smeared with camphor ; 
and exultant in his dance — cpnfer on you all objects of desire. 

5. May the Elephant-faced 6 — counterfeiting ivory whiter than 
the jessamin, in bearing a lunar fragment 7 potent to dispel the 
darkness 8 of multitudinous impediments, and free from the small- 
est stain — compassionately accord to you supreme felicity. 

6. May Saras wati — practicing, with manifold elocution, 9 all 
her devices; and by employing though but the minutest rudiment 
of whose blandishments, men inspire, in assemblies, the highest 
reverence — support you. 

7. In the lunar line 10 there was a sovereign, by name Aijuna: 
possessor of a thousand arms ; a fire, by night and day, in sub- 
duing the hearts, one after another, of all dwellers in the three 
worlds ; by his effulgence putting contempt on other monarchs ; 
and , by the recollection of whom, things long ago lost, or taken 
by thieves, are, even to this day, recovered. 11 

8. Among his descendants arose Kokalla Deva : a famous 
lord of earth ; whose story, though most wonderful, is yet not 
mythical; wearing a majestic aspect; and whose name, invoiced, 
was the sole resort that produced joy to the triple universe. 

9. From him sprung King Gangeya Deva : who, by the dis- 
comfiture of hostile princes sustaining huge mountains of pride, 
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acquired infinite distinction ; and who, an all-bestowing tree to 
suppliants, as making Mount Meru unworthy of similitude, placed 
this earth, though lying below, above elysium, and rendered it 
a fit habitation for the gods : 

10. The vine of whose renown — a vine sprinkled with, the 
nectar of meritorious achievements, and promotive of pure ex- 
cellence — expanded itself over the entire pavilion of the cosmic 
egg. 

11. Of him — who replenished with gold the ocean of impor- 
tunities of his crowd of petitioners ; and of coveted celebrity — 
was born King Karria : 

12. Which king, unprecedented in splendor, maintaining the 
full energy of heroism, the Pandya discontinued violence ; the 
Murala renounced all inclination of arrogance ; the Kanga ne- 
gotiated an audience ; the Yanga, with the Kalingas, was solicit- 
ous to do thereafter; the Kira, like a parrot, staid in his house, 
as a cage ; 12 and the Hiina 13 dismissed his elation : 

13. Princes at variance with him ; whose consorts severally thus 
protested: ‘This whole country, which he enjoys in consequence 
of the defeat of our lords, will we, as it were, diminish to view : 
for that, by the tears springing from our eyes, we have made 
great the seas; and we have, moreover, aggrandized them by 
the surpassing water 14 of our jewels.’ 

14. From him the illustrious Yas'ahkarna derived his honor- 
able origin : who lighted up the circuit of the quarters with the 
moon of the fame which accrued to him from devastating Cham- 
parapya; 15 whose heart was free from crookedness ; preeminent 16 
among rulers; who, holding all learned men whomsoever in 
esteem, enriched them by his munificence. 

15. From him, a treasure of the perfection 17 of all virtues, in- 
scrutable, sprung King Gayakarna Deva ; the very sun of whose 
grandeur availed 18 to bring about the uprising of a sea 19 of deso- 
lation to the wives of his foes. 

16. A monarch was he, who, in brightness of complexion, out- 
rivalled orpiment; 20 who was a cornucopia 21 of probity, a gar- 
land of diffusive merits, the one destroyer of the hordes of his 
enemies, of unsullied splendour in battle, restraining the wicked 
by his beaming glory, and whose sword was of the keenest. 

17. The race 22 of the sons of Gobbila is of note among the na- 
tions. Therein was born King Hansapala ; by whose thronging 
armaments, equipped with gallantry, and irresistible, the mar- 
shalled squadrons of all combined antagonists were humiliated. 

18. The issue of his body was the fortunate King Yairisinha ; 
whose feet were tinged by the reflection of the head-gems in the 
frontlets of all tributary chieftains, 23 prostrate in act of fealty 

a repository of faultless wisdom, but not, indeed, an asylum 25 to 
imperious suitors. 
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19. He, Yairisinha, moreover, consigned the kinsmen of his 
adversaries to the recesses of deep caverns; and, entering in per- 
son, caused that their women 26 neglected their tresses altogether. 

20. Of him was horn King Yijajasinha; the good fortune of 
whose foes was overborne by the pressure of his comeliness and 
chivalry, deserving the congratulations of all the people; and 
the moon of whose glory was waxing in the world continually. 

21. S'yamala Devi, the beauteous daughter of Udayaditya, 
supreme ruler of the realm 27 of Malava, was his consort ; a talis- 
man 28 of bountiful courses, and lauded for her elegance. 

22. Of him, King Vijayasinha, equal to the custody of the 
world, was born, by her, Alhana Devi ; in presentment, the spot- 
less fluttering pennon of her long-descended lineage r 29 as the 
wife 30 of S'ankara had her origin from the Master of Mountains, 
by Mena, 31 and as the spouse of S'ubhrabhanu sprang from Dak- 
sha, creator of the human family, by Yfrirn. 32 

23. King Gayakarna, celebrating nuptial rites with her , be- 
stowed on her the highest affection ; even as S'ankara on S'iva. 33 

24. She, a mansion of erotic sentiment, the pinnacle-ball 34 of 
accomplishments, a wreath of loveliness, the emporium of excel- 
lencies, brought forth, by King Gayakarna, a son, King Nara- 
sinha Deva. 

25. Of him, the prosperous King Narasinha Deva, may the 
refulgent moon of glory as it were imbue the walls of the direc- 
tions with grateful store of refreshing nectar. And may the 
earth, obtaining in him a fitting protector, thus enjoy content, 
as that of foregone mighty monarchs it shall take no slightest 
thought. 

26. May his younger brother, Jayasinha Deva — in wondrous 
wise doing honor to his brother , the first-born ; like as for Hama 
regard was had by Saumitri — be eminently victorious ; who, 
strong-armed, defeated his enemies’ hosts, strepitant as thunder- 
ing clouds, teeming with strategy, and comprising warriors of 
most stalworth frames. Bravo I 35 

27. That lady , the open-handed Alhana Devf, mother of the 
happy Narasinha Deva, occasioned this sanctuary of Indumauli 36 
to be erected, and this cloister, with its admirable pavement. 

28. The same, by the agency of her commissioners , constructed 
this hall of learning and line of gardens, wanting for nothing, 
in two ranges, attached to the temple of S'ambhu. 

29. To this divinity, entitled Vaidyanatha, 37 the queen — to the 
end that her good deeds might be blazoned — set apart the village 
known by the name of Undi, in the canton 38 of Jaiili, with all 
the dues exigible therefrom. 

30. In like manner she appropriated another village, called 
Makarapataka, 39 situate at the base of the hills, on the south 
bank of the Narmada. 
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31. Let the auspicious Rudraras'i, a Pas'upata 40 ascetic, of the 
Lata 41 race, and his heirs spiritual, fitly administer the duties of 
the charge of this establishment, till S'ambhu shall mete out the 
duration of the spheres. 

32. In the family of Maunin — connected with three branches, 
those of Bhargava, Vaitahavya, and Savetasa 42 — was born, of 
Mahes'wara, so called, one Dharamdhara, by name ; a person of 
worship, repute, and good presence: 

33. By whom — adorned with seemly radiance as his frontlet, 
replete with exuberance of exalted tenderness, and whose grati- 
fying condition long endured — the three worlds were, so to speak, 
irradiated. 

34. His son, Prithwidhara — who has scanned the further shore 
of the profound main of all science, and whose concourse of dis- 
ciples has conquered scholastically the round of the quarters — 
transcribed 43 this encomium. 

35. His — Prithtmdhard’s — younger brother, of singular skill 
among such as are conversant in logic, the learned S'as'idhara, 
as was his appellation, composed this memorial : 

36. All this the artificer 44 called Pfthe, proficient in the ordi- 
nances of Vis'wakarman, 45 has regulated ; as Prithu disposed the 
earth. 46 

37. Malndhara, son of the chief craftsman, Balasinha, wrought 
this stone with characters ; as the firmament is bestroum with stars. 

Sunday, the 11th day of the light fortnight of Marga, in the 
year 907. 


Inscription No. H. 

^ II \ ll 

did N R ( 

%Tt tfr l 

ii^ii = 

\ it H 

JTTBT ^TFHTTFt WT flWT 
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Translation. 

1. We render homage to the supreme Brahma, who is intel- 
lect and felicity ; 47 adored by Brahma and the other inferior dei- 
ties ; Mahadeva ; 48 god of gods ; parent of the world. 49 

2. The son of the fortunate King Gayakarna, the auspicious 
King Narasinha Deva, has conquered the earth. May the fortu- 
nate Jayasinha Deva, the equitable prince, 50 his younger brother, 
long be triumphant ! 

3. Kes'ava, son of the late A'ladeva Astaka, the Brahman so 
called, procured this temple of I's'wara to be constructed. 51 

In the year 928 ; Sunday, the 6th day of the light fortnight of 
S'ravana ; the moon being in the asterism Hasta. 

Family name 52 of Kes'ava, the collector 53 — Katyayana; his 
residence — the village of Sikh a, in Malavaka. 54 

Prosodial Index to the former of the foregoing 
Inscriptions. 


No. of stanza. 

Name of metre. 

1, 5, 8, 15, ) 

17, 18, 20, 26. [ 

Yasantatilaka. 

2, 3, I, 9, 12, ) 

13, 14, 22, 25. j 

S'ardulavikridita. 

4, 10, 11, 23, I 

28, 30, 35, 36, 37. j 

Vaklra. 

6. 

S'ubhd. 

16. 

MdlinL 

19, 27. 

21. 

Upendravajrd. 

S'ri. 

24. 

Sati. 

29. 

S'dlini. 

31. 

32, 34. 

Indravajrd. 

Varidhard. 

33. 

A'ryd. 


Hone of these metres call for special remark, except those of 
stanzas 6, 21, 24, 32, and 34. In these we have quatrains com- 
posed of the Indravajrd and Upendravajrd measures intermixed. 
The modes in which they are combined were long ago alluded 
to,* but have not yet been detailed ; and the A'lchyanaki , which 
Colebrooke correctly limits, f has erroneously been understood 
as embracing all these variations.^ The A'khyanaki , as ordina- 


* Colebroobe’s Al lsceil. Essays, it 100. 

Ibid., ii. 124, 164. 

:: Dr. Stenzler’s Raghuvans’a, p. 171 ; and Dr. Boehtlingk’s S'dkuntala , p. 290. 
Other editors have gone still further astray, in supposing the term Indravajrd to 
denote a tetrastich of any of the sixteen sorts named in the text, the Upendravaji’4 
VOL. vi. 66 
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rily described, is tbe same as the Smriti; some, on the other 
hand, holding it to be one with the Maniprahhd. The Vipari- 
tcikhyanaki, again, is equivalent to the S’iva ; or, perhaps, on a 
different view, it corresponds with the S'ubha. Yery likely the 
comprehensive nomenclature about to be brought forward is of 
somewhat late origin. It does not, however, furnish appellations 
for mere factitious or new-fangled refinements ; as will be seen 
— to go no further* — by the annexed references to a few of the 
first fifty-nine stanzas of a single canto of the Raghuvans’a.\ 
The pure Upendravajra, and the pure Indravajra constitute, re- 
spectively, the beginning and the end of the series. 


No. 

Sanskrit name. 

Prakrit name. 

2. 

Maniprabha , or Klrti. 

Kittl. 

3. 

Kantimati or VAni. 

VAni. 

4. 

Sati or MAla. 

Mala. 

5. 

Gati , or S’ did. 

SalA. 

6. 

Smriti, or Hansi. 

Hansi. 

7. 

Kris' A, or MAyA. 

Mda. 

8. 

S'ri, or JAyA. 

Jda. 

9. 

Dhriti, or BAla. 

Bala. 

10. 

UnnatA, or A'rdrA. 

AddA. 

11. 

S'ivA, or BhadrA. 

BhaddA. 

12. 

Varidhara, or PremA. 

Pemma. 

13. 

Pritimati, or RAmA. 

Rama. 

14. 

PriyA, or Riddhi. 

Riddhi. 

15. 

S'ubha, or Buddhi. 

Buddhi. 


Composition. 

Raghn., 

IUUTJ. 

39. 

IT I IT TJ. 

1 . 

I I TJ U. 

15. 

uunr, 

28. 

I IT I IT. 

2. 

UIIU. 

59. 

iiiij. 

22. 

UUUI. 

6. 

IUUI. 

13. 

IT I IT I. 

9. 

I I U I. 

16. 

IJ IT I I. 

8. 

mil. 

31. 

mi. 

12. 


The metres of this table are disposed agreeably to a method 
which evidences some ingenuity. The ensuing couplet — which, 
like those that follow it, is from the Vritta-ratnakara — states the 
rule : 

,'tr; nffpr: i 

rwr aid urn cjid f&fy^n 


not excepted. See Prof. Lassen’s Anthologia Sanscritica, p. 104; and hist Gita- 
govinda, Prolegomena, p. xxiv. Dr. Tullberg is of the same opinion, and, in like 
manner, wrongly holds that the Indravajrd may commence with a palimbacchius, 
or with an amphibrach, at pleasure. See his Mdlavikd et Agniinitra, p. vii. It 
may be observed that the stanza which he there numbers as the fiftieth has twelve 
syllables to the verse, not eleven. It is, therefore, Vans' astha; a metre which 
may be elongated from the Upendravajrd, by simply exchanging its final syllable 
for an iambus. 

* eleven stanzas, blended of Upendravajrds and Indravajr&s, which occur in 
the S' dkuntala , exemplify no less than nine of these species. 

f My authorities for the following particulars are the Chhando-mdrtanda, as cited 
in the Vrittaratndkarddars'a of Divtikura Bhatta, son of Mahadeva Bhatta ; and a 
treatise on Prakrit prosody, my copy of which is defective at the commencement 
and at the conclusion, and of which I know neither the title nor the author. If the 
Sanskrit name& in the first column here given have Pr&krit representatives, I have 
not met with them. 
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3uT y=Hc* djicfri^ *cioic<iy MoicO 

h«xii( 1 -sd ymtfiiid: ^rfsriirfHsrftm: h 

A more explicit explanation, and one specifically adapted to 
the combinations before ns, may be given in these words. Write 
U four times in a horizontal line. Under the first to the left 
place an I ; and, to complete the second line and variation, bring 
down the other three, to accompany it. The same process is 
again and again to be repeated. The U which stands furthest 
on the right is always the letter which governs the leading con- 
version next to be effected ; all the letters to the right of that 
directly under it being exchanged for U’s. Thus continue to 
operate until a line is brought out made up of I’s. 

Suppose, again, that only the number of a variation is known, 
and it is required to ascertain how that variation is constituted : 

dr ud'ij-i-wujiiuiy 1 +r ^ vr: i 

farmr ^*ins;r-T rRyrfy n 

In other words, halve the figure, if the result will be an inte- 
ger. If not divisible by two without a remainder, first add 
unity to it. When four numbers are thus obtained, subscribe 
U’s to the odd, and I’s to the even. 

^ 1111 6321 12 63 2 16 842 

kg' UUUU UUIU I IUI IIII 

Once more, the components of a variation are given, to find 
its number : 

3U W f&jiurmy i 

CY'-XCA \ U ^ r^T'SjjFRrT. e + -i I +(1 -loirp II 

Write 1, 2, 4, and 8 beneath the four literal symbols, respect- 
ively; and increase by one the sum of the figures attached to 
the I’s. 

„ UUUU UUIU I IUI IIII 

k- g- 1248 1248 1248 1248 

0+1=1. 4+1=5. 1+2+8+1 = 12. 1+2+4+8+1 = 16. 

The couplets which follow, in the original, however curious, 
are of little practical value. Two of them show how to deter- 
mine the number of variations containing one I and three U’s, 
two I’s and two U’s, etc. Afterwards, the construction of the 
Ichavda-meru is described by implication. 
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Notes ox the Ixtkoductiox. 

a. Near this spot I saw a temple, in the circumjacent close of which 
were mutilated images, of large size, of the sixty-four Yoginis. 

b. When at this place, on enquiring its ancient name, I was told, by 
the village oracle, that it was the Tripura of the Pur&nas. 

In the eighth chapter of the Revd-mdhatmya it is said that Tripuri- 
kshetra, where S'iva flung down Tripura the Titan, lies to the north of 
the Narmada. 

The twenty-ninth chapter of the same work somewhat discordantly 
relates as follows. The demon Bana, in reward of his austerities as a 
votary of S'iva, received from him the gift of a city. Brahma and 
Vishnu each adding another, he obtained the epithet of Tripura, or TqI- 
aoh;. When slain by S'iva, as he was traversing the heavens, a part of 
his carcass fell near the well-known mountain S'ris'aila, in Siddhakshe- 
tra ; another fragment, not far from Amarakantaka ; and the remainder, 
in the vicinity of Gangasigara. The weapon, Aghor&stra, with which 
he was demolished, reached the earth at a point of the Nerbudda hard 
by Jales'waratirtha, and sunk to Rasatala, the nethermost of the infernal 
stages. Where this tale is briefly rehearsed in the Ganes'opapurana — 
prior section, chapter seventy-one — Bana carries off Pradyumna ; whose 
father, Krishna, attacks the giant, and, after propitiating Ganes'a, over- 
comes the monster and takes possession of his city S'onitapura. The 
Vishnu-purdna tells a very different story. See Wilson’s translation, 
p. 596. Some ten chapters of the first half of the Ganes'opapurana, 
beginning with the thirty-eighth, are taken up with Tripura or Bana. 

Parenthetically, M. Troyer is wrong in speaking of the “ trois villes,” 
named from Tripura, as being “ du moderne pays de Tipparah ” ( Raja - 
tarangini , iii. 610). It is stated, in the course of the legend above re- 
counted from the Reva-mdhdtmya, that there is a Tripurapura in the 
neighborhood of S'ris'aila. That the town vulgarly called Tipperah, 
which gives name to a district of Bengal, is more properly Tipura, by 
depravation of the Sanskrit Tripura, we have the high authority of 
Colebrooke. See his Remarks on the Husbandry and Internal Com- 
merce of Bengal, London edition of 1806, pp. 28 and 30; and his Mis- 
cellaneous Essays, ii. 241. Some relevant but unverified assertions of 
Colonel Wilford will be found in the Asiatic Researches, xiv. 451. Of 
the situation of the third Tripura, or Tripuri, evidently the most noted 
of all, there can be little question. The Tripuri named in the Haima- 
kos'a is explained by Professor Wilson, in his Sanskrit Dictionary, as 
being “ the modern Tipperah.” But the Haima-kos'a, in my manuscript 
copy of the text and commentary, gives, as another designation of Tri- 
puri, ; which, in the Calcutta impression, is corrupted to 

dfj-lurf i. I have not access to the English or other new reprint of this 
vocabulary.^ Professor Wilson also inadvertently gives sny, the adjec- 
tive of rSuT^T, as an equivalent substantive. 

I suspect that the ablution, spoken of at p. 492 of the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1839, took place at Tripuri, not at “Sri- 
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mantipuri,” as according to the translation. That the original runs 
is not an unreasonable conjecture. 

It is, thus, tolerably clear that Chedi, at one time, extended down the 
Nerbudda almost to the western extremity of the District of Jubulpoor, 
as now defined. I shall return to the consideration of Chedi a few pages 
forward. 

Professor Lassen’s deductions from the legend of the slaughter of 
Tripura are scarcely such as to command- unqualified assent. See his 
Indische Alterthumskunde, i. 71, 72, foot-note. 

c. Under the reign of Laksh midhara — son of Udayaditya, and grand- 
son of Bhoja — a grant of a village was issued by his younger brother, 
Naravamian. Its date is A. D. 1104. Naravarman lived till 1133. See 
the Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, i (1843). 
277-281 ; and Colebrooke’s Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 303. I will here 
simply mention that the speculations of the late Mr. Henry Torrens, 
which carry back the era of Udayaditya to the seventh century, are 
utterly without foundation. This I shall show at length, in a future 
communication. See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 
1840, p. 545. 

d. Their gentile denomination was, perhaps, Kulachuri. I am not 
prepared to say what relation, whether that of identity, or otherwise, 
may have subsisted between the Kulachuris, “ Karachulis,” Kalachuris, 
and “ Kalabhuris.” See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
for 1839, pp. 488 and 490 ; Select Specimens, of the Theatre of the Hin- 
dus, ii. 359 (second edition) ; and Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
iii. 259, and iv. 19. 

e. VonthA Devi, daughter of a Lakshmana who governed Chedi, 
became the wife of Yikramaditya — if the name be not Yijitaditva — a 
prince of the Chhlukyas. See the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
iii. 261 ; iv. 7, 40.; v. 345. 

f. The term Yuvaraja is much more like a title, ‘prince regent,’ than 
like an appellation. For an apparent example of it the name of a 
king, see the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, iii. 96. 

That our Yuvaraja is an antonomasia for Lakshmana Deva, is a reve- 
lation for which we are to thank a writer who has never yet been taxed 
with excess of critical scepticism. In the present instance, however, 
there is no reason why his word should not be taken without reserve. 
The fact here brought forward was immaterial to any of his theories. 
I mean Colonel Wilford. See the Asiatic Researches, ix. 108. 

g. He founded the city of Karnavati. See the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal for 1839, p. 489. Karnavati may have been misread 
for Karnavali. If so, perhaps we have it in Karanbel, now a heap of 
ruins, only a few miles from Bhera Ghat. But local tradition refers 
Karanbel to a chieftain of Gadhamandala. 

“ The famous S'rikama Deva, in his grant, lately found at Benares, 
declares that he was of the Haihaya tribe, who lived originally on the 
banks of the Narmada, in the district of the western Gauda, or Gaur, 
in the province of Malava. Their residence was at Chauli Mahes'wara, 
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a famous place of worship, to this day, on the Narmadi ; and built by 
one of his ancestors.” Col. Wilford in the As. Res., ix. 103. 

“The ancestors of S'rikama Deva, mentioned in the grant, were, 
first, his father Gangeya Deva, with the title of Vijayakantaka : he 
died in a loathsome dungeon. He was the son of Kokalla Deva, whose 
father was Lakshmanaraja Deva.” Id., ibid., ix. 108. 

It is easy enough to imagine how Colonel Wilford would have spec- 
ulated on a Kokalla’s having a son S'adruka, had he been aware of the 
circumstance. 

h. See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1839, p. 490 : 
also note 13, further down this paper. 

t. Yas'ahkarma Deva is the form in which, doubtless by mistake, 
his name is elsewhere written. Ibid., p. 490. 

j. Gay&karna, the more grammatical form, is found in my second 
inscription, and in the grant issued by G4sala Devi. 

K. Her name has also appeared as Arhana Devi. See the Journal of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1839, p. 490. 

l. This prince, it should seem, left no offspring, male or female. 

m. Ajayasinha is placed in the year 932 of an unspecified era. See 
the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1839, p. 492. His con- 
sent to the grant of a village, made, at that time, by his mother, was 
considered to be necessary. As further evidence that he was only heir 
expectant to the government, and not actually in possession, we have 
the argument that he is styled VRnwnT". 

n. This appellation is the same as that of one or more ancient sages 
who have written on Vaidilca matters. The immediate successor of 
the founder of the Udevpoor dynasty is called Guhila, in the only other 
inscription yet found, one from Mount Aboo, where he is commemo- 
rated : 



sWrdrijfi rrfisytttf srsr: iih« 

' Preeminent is the generous race of Guhila ; abounding with branches 
and offsets; of good progeny; of laudable attributes ; whose vehicles 
adorn the directions ; resting on the heads of monarchs.’ 

In translating, I have neglected the puns. 

cT^nr! ^iwvtr 

:TPT cfTMduf^-'riaTfH' 

5^3 mchtjistim : ll S ^ it 

‘ The son of Vappaka was King Guhila, so called ; a master of policy ; 
and whose name the rulers sprung from his family invocate, for the pur- 
pose of obviating the collective defilements of the Iron Age.’ 
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For the original of these passages, and of those shortly to he adduced, 
which has never before been published, I am indebted to the kindness 
of my noble friend the late Sir Henry Lawrence. Professor Wilson’s 
copy of the Sanskrit was manifestly a careless one. See the As. Res., 
xvi. 292-298. 

Concerning the Gahlots, as the Gohhilas are vernacularly entitled, Sir 
Henry M. Elliot writes : “ Their neighbors, who for some unexplained 
reason are fond of imputing cowardice to them, say their name of Gah- 
lot is derived from gahla, a slave-girl ; but the real origin is the fol- 
lowing, which is universally believed in Mewar. When the ancestors 
of the Rana of Mewar were expelled from Guzerat, one of the queens, by 
name Pushpavati, found refuge among the Brahmans of the Mallia 
Mountains. She was shortly afterwards delivered of a son, whom she 
called, from the cave — gvha — in which he was born, by the name of 
Gahlot; and from him are descended the present Ranas of I'deypur. 
Their claim to be descended from Noshir wan and a Grecian Princess, 
which has frequently been discussed, invests this clan with a peculiar 
interest.” Supplemental Glossary, i. 322, 323. Sir Henry should have 
seen that this etymology has far too much of the ordinary complexion 
of native romance to deserve the ready credence he has accorded it. 

Had the name in discussion been derived from guhii, and so etymolo- 
gically significant, it would scarcely have been changed into Gobhila. 
Very likely it was originally Guhila, and was subsequently Sanskritized 
into’ Gobhila, for the sake of seeming canonization. 

o. The present mention of Hansap&la is, as I have already intima- 
ted, the first that we have of him. He was also called Yairata, unless 
Vairata was his brother, or some other near relative. I again cite the 
inscription from Mount Aboo : 

* * * * * 



‘Yairata, a lord of earth, who destroyed the abode of his antagonists 
with his two staff-like arms, caused, by his might, the heads of those 
inimical to him to toss long on their pillows. 

‘That king, who had destroyed all his adversaries, having demised, 
in the next place Yairisinha [t. e., the lion of his foes\ justified his de- 
signation the earth over. 

1 Of broad chest and slender waist, making the dwellers of the earth 
to tremble at his battle-cry, Yijayasinha [i. e., the lion of conquest ] then 
slew his enemies, as they had been elephants.’ 

Instead of the first of these three paragraphs, Professor Wilson has : 
“ the king of the world, having slain the associates of his foes, compelled 
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tliem to bow their foreheads to his footstool.” On this he observes : 
“ There is, however, something wrong in the verse ; and it seems likely 
that we should have the proper name, in it, of another prince. Ksho- 
nis'wara may be a proper name, instead of an epithet : bnt ‘it is not 
ordinarily so used.” As. Res., xvi. 295. It is difficult to form even a 
guess as to what the Professor had before him. At all events, his text 
was miserably corrupt. 

p. Mangala, a Chalukya chieftain, is said to have repelled Buddha- 
raja, son of a S'ankaragana. See the Journal of the Bombay Branch 
of the Royal Asiatic Society, iii. 203 etc. 

q. The matter of this paragraph I have collected from these sources: 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, iii. 94 etc. ; and Journal of the 
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, i. 21 7 etc., iv. Ill etc. 
The last reference has Kokkala for Kokalla. 

I have adopted, on examination, an obvious suggestion of the late 
Balagangadhara S'astrin, as regards the topical acceptation of the term 
importing the relationship between Akalavarsha and Indra. It may be 
added that Major G. L. Jacob has altogether misunderstood his original, 
in espousing Mahadevi to Akalavarsha. 

r. Professor Lassen, in 182V, wrote as follows, touching Chedi and 
its synonyme : “liisee nominibus nil de situ gentis definitur; nam om- 
nia prorsus sunt ignota. Chedes a Wilsone (s. v.) ad earn regionem 
referuntur, quae, hodie dicitur Chandail : verum hoc contra auctoritatem 
Hamiltonis est, qui (Descrip, of Hind., II., p. 13) asserit, Chandail Sans- 
crite dictum fuisse Chandala. Totam rem, ut incertam, in medio relin- 
quam.” Commentatio etc. de Pentapotamia Indica, p. 89. And the 
question, it is believed, has awaited adjudication down to the publica- 
tion of the present paper. 

Mr. Wathen confounds Chedi with Ganjam. See the Journal of the 
Royal Asiatic Society* ii. 380. Afterwards he makes it to be “Chandail, 
in Berar.” Ibid., v. 345, 346. From Captain Blunt we know where 
Chandail begins, in one direction : but its extent has never been defined. 
Asiatic Researches, vii. 59 eto. Sir Henry M. Elliot, speaking of the 
Chandels, says that there is “a large clan of them south of Burdee, 
giving name to a province called Chandelkhand.” Supplemental Glos- 
sary, i. 180, 181. But the word Chandelkhand, though analogical in 
formation, is, I find, nothing but a coinage : like the late Colonel Dix- 
on’s Merwara — as it is written accurately — for what the natives call 
Magra. 

But, if Mr. "VVathen’s views are more or less wide of the mark, neither 
can we rely on the dictum of Professor Wilson, who says that “the 
situation of the ancient kingdom of S'is'upala is always considered to 
be that of the modem Chandail ; and in original Sanskrit writers 
Ranastambha * * is well known to be Chandail and Boghelt, and 

lying south of the country termed Vindhyap&rs'wa, the skirts of the 
Vindhva mountains.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, ii. 394. 
Again he speaks, vaguely, of “ Chedi, or Chandail, in central Hindus- 
tan.” Ibid., iii. 208. His earliest decision of this point is in the first 
edition of his Sanskrit Dictionary, where we read, ‘ in definition of 
Chedi : “ The name of a country ; perhaps the modern Chandail. Or. Z>.” 
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This abbreviation indicates “ the original compilation, w^hen the word 
contained appeared to be correct, and could not be found in any other 
authority.” The fact seems to be, that the apposition of Chandail to 
Chedi was the mere guess of some paudit, and a guess prompted by 
their remote similarity in sound. Yet it is written, in the Professor’s 
translation of the Vishnu-pur&na, p. 186 : “ Chedi is usually consid- 

ered as Chandail, on the west of the Jungle Mehals, towards Nagpur. 
It is known, in times subsequent to the Puranas, as Ranastambha.” 
This annotation is annexed to the impossible word “ Chedyas.” The 
Sanskrit has Chedi ; the people of which are Chaidyas or Chedayas, 
according to Hemaeliandra. The Jungle Mehals are to the east of 
Chhota Nagpur, and conterminous with it ; and the equivalence of 
Chandail to the doubtful Ranastambha is altogether hypothetical. See 
the Quarterly Oriental Magazine for December, 1824, p. 192, foot-note. 
There is no such country as Ranastambha named where Professor Wil- 
son thought he had found one. See the Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, iii. 262. Among the descendants of Jyamagha, says the Pro- 
fessor, “ we have the Chaidyas, or princes of Baghelkhand, and Chan- 
dail, and Das'arha — more correctly, perhaps, Das'arna — Chattisgher” 
(sic). Translation of the Vishnu-puruna. In passing, at p. 186 of the 
same work, Chhattisgarh only “ seems to be in the site of Das'arna.” 
Das'arna was to the east of Chandeyree. 

M. Trover confidingly asserts of the “ Tchedas,” that “ ils habitent le 
Beh&r meridional ;” and he speaks of Chedi as being “ probablement le 
Tchandail actuel.” Raja- tarangin i, i. 567, note; ii. 629. 

It may be concluded that Rewa and Mundla, in part, if not in all, at 
least as to the second, were anciently embraced in the land of Chedi. 
At that time, as in times when the old geographical nomenclature of 
Central India had fallen into disuse, it also took in something of the 
District of Jubulpoor. When Dhrishtaketu was lord of the Chaidyas, 
his residence was at S'uktimati ; and at one period, if not then as well, 
a stream of the same name flowed past the capital of Chedi. Hard by 
was Mount Kolahala. Mahdbharata, Vana-parvan, s'l. 898 and 2531 ; 
and A'di-parvan, s'l. 2342-2368. We might expect to find that the 
S'uktimati river took its rise in the S'uktimat mountains ; but, on the 
contrary, its source is referred to the Riksha range, from which various 
Puranas derive the Nerbudda, the Taptee, and the Tonse. The site of 
the city of S'uktimati is, therefore, not yet to be settled by the aid of 
its river. Colonel Wilford, with his usual eccentricity, relegates the 
S'uktimati, “ full of oysters,” to parts widely astray from its sober lati- 
tude and longitude. See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
for 1851, p. 254. 

The town of Tewar, a few- miles from the station of Jubulpoor, was, 
in distant ages, included in Chedi ; as has been made out jn a previous 
note (note b) : and the first of the inscriptions in this paper shows that 
the jurisdiction of Narasinha was not bounded, in a southerly direction, 
by the Nerbudda. 

Hiouen Thsang, the Buddhist traveller, according to his biographers, 
on leaving Ujjayini, proceeded nine hundred Us N. E., to the kingdom 
of Mo-hi-chi-fa-lo-pou-lo, or Mahes'warapura. But it seems, from the 
VOL. vi. 67 
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Si-yu-ki, thaf, about a thousand lit to the N. E. of Ujjayini, he found 
the kingdom of Tchi-ki-t’o. M. Stanislas Julien thinks Mahes'warapura 
to be Mysore. Proposing, with doubt, Chikdha as the Sanskrit for 
Tehi-ki-t’o, he adds : “ aujourd’hui, Tchitor.” Voyages des Pelerins 
Bouddhistes, i. 207, 424, 465. Mysore is, however, a long stretch from 
Chitor, instead of a hundred lit; neither of these places is N. E. from 
Ujjayini ; and the second is not known to be of any great antiquity. 
On this last point small faith is to be put in Col. Tod. That Tchi-ki-t’o 
stands for Chedi may not be altogether a random suggestion ; especially 
as we are ignorant how far Chedi extended northerly. Again, taking 
certain mistakes in supposition, would Choli Mahes'wara satisfy the 
problem of the two places which Hiouen Thsang next visited after 
Ujjayini ? 

s. See note c, above. 

t. It is singular that her progeny, not more than a quarter of a 
century after her death, should have consented to speak of her without 
mention of her distinguished extraction. Yet so it was. See the Jour- 
nal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1839, p. 490. 

u. Ibid., p. 492. The editors of the Journal referred to were, as 
we now know, wrong in taking this year to be of the common Samvat, 
and corresponding to A. D. 875. 

Though I do not see what use can be made of the following remark 
of Colonel Wilford on his patent of Kama Deva, yet I transcribe it : 
“ The grant is dated the second year of his new era, and also of his 
reign; answering to the Christian year 192.” Asiatic Kesearches, ix. 
108. The proposal to throw Kama Deva into the second century is 
characteristic. Of that chieftain’s setting on foot an epoch of his own 
we have here the only intimation. 

v. It may not be superfluous to note that the eleventh day of the 
light fortnight of Marga, 907, and the sixth day of the light fortnight of 
S'r&vana, 928, were not Sundays, in the era of Vikram&ditya. Gasala 
Devi’s inscription, as printed, does not name the month, the semi- 
lunation, its day, or the day of the week. But I should like to examine 
the copperplate itself. 

w. I may add that it seems to have been aimed, in the manuscrip- 
tion of this memorial, to make it as formidable in aspect as practicable. 
To this end, few occasions are left unimproved of doubling consonants 
where the grammar permits their duplication, and of yoking the final 
letters of words to the initials of those that succeed. For example, we 
have snwt, and even ftiy-r and ttsit ; as also fea r, which is an 
error. Equally unauthorized is which is everywhere put for 
The dental ^ it; in two instances, combined laterally with r; and 
likewise, in several places, with the dental and palatal sibilants; for the 
sake of conjunction, the anuswara is changed to rr, before a sibilant, in 
stanzas six and thirty -five. In the last verse of the twenty-ninth stanza, 
the tr of tTTU is repeated, although the visarga of the preceediDg word 
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is retained. But, on the other hand, the sibilants are nowhere con- 
founded. of and ST have different symbols; and they are employed, 
generally, with just discrimination. The deviations, in this article, from 
accuracy, like several of the peculiarities above noticed, may have been 
the fault of the engraver. Thus, afjf is once substituted for sjfig, cfryy- 
for SRff, STijirra for eTfJTRT, 5TTFT for STTvT, and oTTO for 

From the eleventh stanza we learn that the jihwamuUya and its CFT 
were once written ^ ; and, from the twelfth stanza, that the shape of 
the vpadkmtmiya and its tj (u) was 

I take this opportunity of expressing the opinion that nearly all the 
inscriptions in the earlier volumes of the Journal of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, which have not been republished, should be deciphered and 
translated anew. At least, a restatement of their facts of history and 
geography — based on a fresh examination, with all our present aids, of 
the originals — would be an enterprise neither unworthy nor infructuous. 
A reservation would, however, fall to be made in favor of those among 
them which were entrusted to Dr. Mill, Mr. Sutherland, and Captain 
Marshall. 

Relics of the description here referred to deserve, indeed, all the care 
that scholarship can bestow upon them; and, occasionally, for a reason 
quite independent of their value as chronicles. The princes, at whose 
instance they were written, employed for them, it is leasonable to sup- 
pose, the best ability they could command. The teachings of the past 
must have admonished them that in these memorials, if at all, their 
names and deeds would survive to coming ages. The style of an in- 
scription, especially if the inscription be in verse, may, accordingly, be 
taken as no unfair index of what was reputed to be literary excellence 
at the time of its composition. 

Notes on the Translations. 

1. The divinity here invoked, under two epithets, is SJahddeva. The 
‘attendants’ referred to are the well known ganas. There are fifteen 
groups of them; named Gomukha, Harina, Stima, Talajangha, Vriko- 
dara, etc. — Reva-mahatmya, 29th ehapter. 

S'as'i-s'ekhara I have rendered by ‘moon-bedecked.’ As for the 
s'ekhara of S'iva, since he wears it on his forehead, it would be incon- 
gruous to speak of it as a crest; though it is usually so denominated. 
The ordinary s'ekhara was a sort of mural crown. In the eighteenth 
stanza we have a s'ekhara enchased with precious stones. 

According to Hindu notions, the moon has sixteen digits; and the 
first of them never appears in the heavens. The new moon, the day of 
which they call the second of the light fortnight, is held to be a combi- 
nation of the first two. But the writer of this inscription evidently 
conceits that the first digit is not seen, as having been transferred to 
S'iva. 

By poetical license, wfa" is omitted after fiyfRTT, in the third verse of 
this stanza. 
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2 . In turning this quatrain into English, perspicuity was consulted 
by an entire departure from the structural sequence of the original. 

Even after knowing that the stands in S'iva’s hair are stands, one can 
form but a slightly less indefinite idea of them than was entertained by 
the supernals in their state of ocular indecision. It is, therefore, diffi- 
cult to divine the precise drift of some of these saintly conjectures. 
Virtue, agreeably to the chromatics of Indian morality, is white; and 
so, it may be inferred, would be the buddings of meritorious acts. Pos- 
sibly, in place of ‘eruptions of ashes,’ we should substitute ‘sources of 
majesty,’ which also is accounted colorless. Yet the interpretation in 
the text is strictly in keeping with S'iva’s notoriously untidy habits. 

Terrestrial stalls, analogous to those here mentioned, or, at least, 
such as are seen in hundreds, every hot season, in Central India, are, 
generally, fragile structures of coarse grass, or of wattle and dab, open 
on one side, and just large enough to hold two or three persons in a 
crouching posture, and as many jars of water. 

To all appearance, whether rightly or wrongly, the word uut is 
sometimes used in the sense of a small affluent or feeder. See the Jour- 
nal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, for April, 
1843, p. 222, foot-note. 

There is a stanza, by the poetess Padm&vati, closely resembling, in 
style and construction, that to which this note is appended. Venidatta 
quotes it, in his Padya-vmi. It depicts a lady’s folded arms : 

fuFT uy ■ i ; t i o s, <yt fri cn fftrarr *jtyi 

faFT oi trt 1st U -C( tyt Cl T£FT riTfil isficrtd I 

% cFnsrtragyrfaifa^Jtwtfr 

ITtTT: STRT it 

Further down I shall have occasion to recur to these verses. 

3. These manifestations, as here intended, and in the order in which 
they are implied or described, are the ether, the sun, the moon, fire, 
earth, the chief priest in sacrifice, water, and air. See Colebrooke’s 
Miscell. Essays, ii. 248, foot-note ; Wilson’s translation of the Vishnu ■ 
purana, pp. 58 and 59, foot-note; the opening of the S'dkuntala drama; 
the Kumdra-sambhava , vii. 76; and Hemacliandra’s scholia on his own 
vocabulary, ii. 110. 

_ Y&dava the lexicographer, as cited by Mallinatha on the Raghuvam'a, 
ii. 35, enumerates these forms in the following couplet : 

FTsft 5fiu^ ichiywd a i 

Mohanadasa Mis'ra, in his Hanumdn-ndtaica-dipikd, adduces the en- 
suing lines, of the same import, as from some dgama , or sacred author- 
ity : 

rerraft aid Jsd i graft i 

s RdPrf a: II 
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M. Chezy, as lie says in his edition of the S'akuntala, p. 1.01., found 
the distich about to be quoted on one of the outer leaves of a MS. : 


sTST ott q-fl i 

<0Rd7Tt dT^'UI: SW i <44 feT rRcT: t*TrTT: II 


Professor Wilson, where referred to above, alleges that this is from the 
Vishnu-purana ; in which, however, I read, on the concurrent authority 
of nine MSS. : 

toit sT^r *4^7 orrcraf|^wrcRsr ^ i 
gjfwrr jfT^ruT: tfrir ^Hrtra: siirirT n 


In hundreds of places, the discrepancies, for many consecutive verses, 
between passages in different Puranas, when one and the same subject 
is under treatment, are no grosser than these. The lines adduced by 
M. Chezy are still to be verified. Professor Boehtlingk has accepted 
Professor Wilson’s statement, and, it should seem, without thinking to 
test its accuracy. See his S'akuntala, p. 142. 

Of the five elements, as the Hindus reckon them, the ether alone is 
propounded to be universally diffused. It is, further, maintained that 
the development, in earth, of color, taste, smell, and tangibility, is due 
to the influence of caloric. Stench and fragrance can be predicated of 
earth only : the characteristic of water is coldness : and the atmosphere 
can be touched, and has no hue. 

Of the eight constituents of Krishna, only the five so-called elements 
are included in the catalogue above detailed ; three, or mind, intellect, 
and consciousness, being the substitutes for the three objects omitted. 
See the Bhagamd-gitd , vii. 4. 

Professor Wilson, in the second edition of his Sanskrit Dictionary, 
similarly sets forth the constitution of the y ; except that he 

puts “ crude matter,” or prakriti, in lieu of ‘ consciousness.’ The ex- 
change is certainly a mistake. 

In the fourteenth chapter of the Narmada-mahalmya , the octoform 
S'iva is thus represented : 


rpytEi ^ rnfrpnp 


Here, instead of the five elemental substances, we strangely enough 
find the five qualities of which the senses take cognizance ; or sound, 
tactility, odor, sapor, and color. The complement is made up as in 
the Bhagavad-gitA. 

4 . Or ‘ he of the dark throat that is to say, S'iva. The fable ac- 
counting for this designation will be familiar to every one that reaches 
this note. See the Mahubharata, A'di parvan, s'l. 1154. 

5 . The author of the Budha-manohara alleges that Kshira Sw&min 
defines by tr^ST. If it be so, my copy of the Amarakos'odghdtana 
is defective. Hemachandra, annotating iii. 437 of his own vocabulary, 
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says that the heti is a weapon of offense ; as is, indeed, declared by its 
assigned etymology. 

6 . This is Ganes'a ; who, however monstrous in what should be his 
divinest part, is figured with the body of a man. 

7. Ganes'a, no less than S'iva, wears a digit of the moon on his fore- 
head. How our poet, adhering to what he has said of the latter divin- 
ity’s ornament, would make good its place in the sky, it is hard to say. 

The following piece of mythology is taken from the prior section of 
the Ganedopapurdna, sixty-second chapter. Ganes'a, with intent to 
deter Brahma from the work of creation, assumed a transformation de- 
vised to inspire terror : but the moon was so rash as to deride the hid- 
eous disguise. The divinity, incensed at this discourtesy, pronounced a 
malediction on the heedless luminary : in future its- aspect was to be of 
evil omen. Commiserating the lunar distress, the minor gods went about 
to make interest, on behalf of the forlorn orb, with Ganes'a. By degrees 
he suffered his wrath to be somewhat mollified. Dissatisfied, however, 
with this partial result, the planet procured from Indra the monosylla- 
bic prayer to his oppressor, and silently repeated it, for two and twenty 
years, on the south bank of the Ganges. Thus perseveringly impor- 
tuned, Ganes'a appeared, cancelled his imprecation entirely, and asso- 
ciated the worship of himself with that of his suppliant, on the fourth 
day of every dark fortnight. Demanding one of its digits, he fixed it 
on his brow, and was thenceforward surnamed Bhalachandra. His 
grateful votary finally erected a fane in his honor, the site of which is 
celebrated as Siddhikshetra. 

8. For ct-rmvr (-tf), ‘ universal gloom,’ Professor Wilson, in his Sans- 
krit Dictionary, erroneously gives y-rWy (-JT:) ; wrongly citing the 
Amara-kos'a as his authority, and also infringing Panini, v. 4. 79. The 
Manorama and the Tattwa-bodhini do not even hint at any variety of 
opinion touching the form of this word. 

9. Thus I translate TtT, a substantive of very rare occurrence, I am 
told* 

Saraswati is the patroness of letters and of eloquence. The inscrip- 
tionist is celebrating the seductiveness of artful rhetoric. 

10 . On the word Trtw, which is used here, and elsewhere in the rec- 
ord before us, I have remarked at length, as also on EtoTf, in a foot-note 
to p. 232 of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, for 1858. 

11 . Allusion is here made to a superstition still very prevalent in 
India. The ensuing couplet, which is in the mouth of every learned 
Hindu, I found, after some search, in a colloquy between Agasti and 
N&rada, in an extract from the Brahmunda-puruna, of which I am un- 
able to name the book and chapter : 

cKtdcTlil^l RTO psTT STTfyT^ToTFT I 

fist sqpti HMur rn=f ^ ^ u 


* See our additional note, at the end of this article. Comm, of Pubi.. 
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‘ Aijuna, the son of Kritavirya, was a being ■who had a thousand arms. 
By simply calling him to memory, that which was lost or mislaid is 
found again.’ 

^ <TOT TTsir -shert i “ In his reign nothing was lost or in- 
jured.” Translation of the Vishnu-pur&na, p. 417. The conceit ex- 
pressed in the stanza transcribed above may have arisen from this say- 
ing. The commentary on the words from the Vishnu -pur una runs thus : 
$PTC4W1H'I ^ dolin' ■SUSIrTj ^rtHI'SrlMthltnrtl -T f&oTf%rTT tTrt 

sytctiiri Jjy id-fvj ^TFnwRR i 

-o 

"dd rid I Ml I Hj 

sOTrar: i 

Here the Kurma-purana is cited to the same effect with the stanz^ 
from the Brahmanda-purana. 

12 . There is a pun here, in the original. 

13 . In this stanza, denominations of peoples — tallying, for the most 
part, with names of countries — are, by a noticeable idiom, put for their 
rulers. 

The Pandya kingdom is considered to have embraced the present 
District of Tinevelly, with something of Madura. 

Murala is another name for Kerala, now Malabar. At least, the 
commentary on the Haima-kos'a, iv. 27, asserts their synonymy. M. 
Troyer, without adducing the slightest warrant for what he says, calls 
the Keralas “ peuple du Pendjab.” Rbja-tarangini, ii. 605. Professor 
Wilson, having occasion to mention the Muralas and Mekalas, pro- 
nounces them to be “tribes along the Narmada.” Select Specimens of 
the Theatre of the Hindus, ii. 361. This is an inference, it may be 
supposed, from the fact that the Nerbudda is called Murala and Mekala 
or Mekhala. Hemachandra says that the Nerbudda has its source in 
mount Mekala. The Murala, mentioned in the Roghnvans'a, iv. 55, 
was, alleges Mallinatha, a stream in the region of Kerala. 

Waiving the chance of a misprint, Kanga was the same as Chera, 
now known as Salem. Chola lay to the east of it i Pandya, to the 
south ; and Kerala, to the west. Mackenzie Collection, Vol. i, Intro- 
duction, p. xciii. In the same work — i. 63, 198 — Chera is called Konga. 
Can it be that this is a modem corruption of Kanga ? Also see the 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1838, pp. 105, 106, 129, 
379, etc. ; and Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, viii. 1 etc. 

Apparently, Kanga is the country intended by the Chinese phono- 
graphs Kong-yu-t’o, for which M. Stanislas J ulien proposes Konyodha. 
Voyages des Pelerins Bouddhistes, i. 184, 411, 469. The Kangata of 
the' couplet cited in the second note on this inscription maybe a length- 
ened form of Kanga. Yenka and Venkata, for instance, are one ; and 
we have not here to do with pure Sanskrit. 

In the Brihat-sanhitd of Varaha Mihira, as cited by Dr. Albrecht 
Weber, a country called Kanka is mentioned. Die Handschriften- 
Verzeichnisse der Kbniglichen Bibliothek, u. s. w. ; Berlin, 1853; p. 
240. 
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Professor Wilson remarks that the ttsual classification connects the 
Yangas and the Kalingas with the Angas. Translation of the Vishnu- 
puruna , p. 188, foot-note. But it may be suspected that, out of compli- 
ance with the usual classification, Kanga, where found in company with 
Yanga and Kalinga, has sometimes been changed, through ignorance, to 
Anga. At the beginning of a line, as in the original of the passage on 
which Professor Wilson annotates, the substitution could be effected 
without prejudice to the metre. 

Yanga is eastern Bengal, by universal acknowledgement. At a later 
date than that of this inscription, Bengal was known as Yank&l&. See 
the Raja-tarangini, Book III, s'l. 480 (in M. Troyer’s edition, i. 114). 

It would, possibly, have been more accurate to write Kalinga than 
Kalingas. But there really seem to have been several peninsular prin- 
cipalities of this name, or rather, perhaps, subdivisions of an extensive 
Country styled Kalinga. It comprised “ the sea-coast west of the mouths 
of the Ganges, with the upper part of the Coromandel coast.” See, 
further, Professor Wilson’s Sanskrit Dictionary, under the word in 
question. 

Kira, agreeably to Professor Wilson’s citation of a native vocabulary, 
is Cashmere. Elsewhere it is mentioned in association with Cashmere, 
but as being distinct from it, unless we presume a redundancy. Asiatic 
Researches, viii. 340. Col. Wilford, to whom I here refer, eventually 
came to the conclusion, as appears from a posthumous essay of his, 
that the Kira of the Puranas was “ the country to the west of the 
Indus, as far west as Persia, and, to the north, as far as Candahar.” 
His speculations on the subject are ingenious. Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal for 1851, p. 262. 

I copy the following from M. Troyer, but without endorsing his in- 
ference : “ Kira signitie ‘ perroquet ’ et ‘ habitant de Kachmir,’ appa- 

remment a cause de la grande aptitude de parole que possedent les 
Kachmiriens.” Raja-tarangini, iii. 614. 

It has repeatedly been averred that the Hiinas were “the white Huns, 
or Indo-Scythians.” See Colonel Wilford, in the Asiatic Researches, 
passim; and the translation of the Vishnu-purana, p. 171, foot-note. 
Mr. Wathen is disposed to think that the Hiinas inhabited Tuluva, 
where there is a place called Hunawar or Anore. See the Journal of 
the Royal Asiatic Society, ii. 882 ; and iii. 103. But Mr. Wathen’s 
Sanskrit is immetrical and nonsensical. The line where the Hiinas 
are named should undoubtedly begin ijl&cl 0 . I am not pre- 

pared to deny, positively, that the Indians gave the name of Huna to 
the Huns, if they knew them : but the term certainly denoted some 
tribe of Hindus. In the Raghuvans'a, iv. 68, the Hiinas are spoken 
of as if they may have been a people of fair complexion ; and the re- 
gion assigned to them is in the north. The commentator Mallinatha, 
annotating this couplet, says that the Hiinas were Kshatriyas. The 
wife of our Kama, a Kshatriya, was a Huna, as has been seen in the 
preface to this paper : and how could he have wedded a barbarian? As 
for the Sac®, the Sanskrit S'akas, we know that they were Scythians of 
the Persian frontier. It would be very satisfactory to find that the 
northern Hunas were esteemed to be in any wise related to them. The 
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S'akas and the Harahunas are mentioned together in the Mahabhdrata, 
Sabha-parvan, s'l. 1843, 1844. In the Harsha-charita, Prabhakara- 
vardhana is made to send his son Btijyavardhana to the north, against 
the Hiirahunas. Which is right, H&rahuna, or Huraliiina ? 

Professor Wilson says : “ if we might trust to verbal resemblances, 
we might suspect that the Hayas and Haibayas of the Hindus had 
some connection with the Hia, Hoiei-ke, Hoiei-hu, and similarly denom- 
inated Hun or Turk tribes, who make a figure in Chinese history.” 
Translation of the Vishnu-pur&na, p. 419, foot-note. 

14 . The play on 3 f$, ‘current’ or ‘wave,’ and ‘lustre,’ has been 
imitated. 

In the S'drngadhara-paddhati is the following stanza, by an anony- 
mous author, descriptive of the confusion of toilet wrought by our 
Kama, or some other : 

5^ ^rjTcrr 

ltd’ll ^frl M I i I 

• Cv*'' -o 

' 53^crar sftenjT rcTsf^amviT fafiioRtn^ 

9'toll sn '.)q I fol fy I Ox slim f§v*Tfe4^TT II 

‘By force of destiny, auspicious Kama, the pearl-necklaces of the 
youthful wives — hiding in the wilds — of thy foes are over their faces ; 
their bracelets press against their twin eyes; their hips are tattooed; 
and frontal marks are on their two hands. Ha ! how does an unprece- 
dented style of embellishment now prevail !’ 

15 . Vernacularly corrupted, this word would assume the form of 
Champfiran. But the only Champaran generally known is much too 
far distant from Chedi for even a foray. The subdivision of the Mundla 
District which now goes by the name of Lanji was formerly called 
Champavati, as I learn from a MS. Hindi chronicle in my possession. 

16 . Literally, ‘ the frontlet-gem.’ 

17 . More exactly, if necessary, ‘ the jewels.’ 

18 . I have given the sentence this turn, in order to bring out the 
force of rR; distinctly. 

19 . This allusion to a physical phenomenon is worthy of note. 

20. In place of this bathetic comparison I would much have pre- 
ferred ‘ outvying the milky-way,’ but for the consequent incongruity: 
for the prince’s person is unequivocally the object proposed for descrip- 
tion. By the way, Professor Wilson need have entertained no doubt 
as to ^H T g T being defined by ‘ galaxy ’ in the Medini-kos'a. 

21. So rendered, to vary the phrase, instead of ‘tree of plenty.’ See 
the ninth stanza. 

That this quatrain exhibits eight rhymes is deserving of indication. 

22. Here is the word xft=r again, in the original. 

23 . So I translate MW-d, which apparently imports a feudatory. 

vol, vx. * 68 



530 


F. R Hall, 


24. A vaunt even more hyperbolical than this occurs in an inscrip- 
tion published in one of the early volumes of the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal ; that for 1838, p. 37. I repeat the first stanza of it ; 
for it is verse, the measure being sragdhara. 


qty irlcdri lc4W<l I 

wtHi attisrei g f g m rmwt ' dtq Md i viq s; i 
jTstr fafaqu iF nid : srrar 

^ chiiddq vrsmfkt titter » 


‘The month of Jyesbtha having arrived, in the one hundred and 
forty-first year; the empire of Skanda Gupta — the floor of whose hall 
of audience was swept by breezes from the bowing of the heads of 
hundreds of kings ; sprung from the line of the Guptas ; of wide-ex- 
tended fame ; opulent beyond all others ; comparable with S'akra ; lord 
of hundreds of monarchs — being quiescent,’ etc. 

The reading in modern characters, given by Mr. Prinsep, of tjie hem- 
istich which contains the date, is neither in his facsimile of the original, 
nor is it grammatical. To bring out his “ thirty-three,” he must have 
thought that he found Rsth^iien", which is inadmissible Sanskrit. Nor 
is there, in the Sanskrit, STRT:, the fifth case of a substantive; but 
STRT, the seventh case of a past participle. 

There is, then, nothing here recorded concerning the death of Skanda 
Gupta, as Mr. Prinsep supposes. Being neither the first ruler of the 
Gupta dynasty, nor the last, nor of special note, it would be extraor- 
dinary indeed if time had been computed from his decease. Moreover, 
if he and his kingdom had so long passed away, it seems preposterous 
that they should be mentioned, and in so eulogistic a strain ; especially 
as there is not, on this hypothesis, even a subordinate allusion to the 
reigning monarch. Indubitably, Skanda was on the throne when this 
memorial was written. The term STFrT, which is applied to his govern- 
ment, has, with other meanings, those of 4 serene,’ 4 tranquil,’ 4 unper- 
turbed,’ ‘flourishing.’ In bearing these significations, in addition to 
that of ‘discontinued’ or ‘extinguished,’ it may be compared with 
fddim. Whatever be the era here followed, it appears to have been 
too well understood, at the time, to call for explicit specification. 

The numerical correction above noted was made several years ago, 
and was communicated to my friend Mr. Edward Thomas. But it had 
not then occurred to me to attach to su^ri the import which I would 
now accord it. See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 
1855, p 385, foot-note. Major Cunningham, while tacitly amending 
one of Mr. Pnnsep’s oversights, uncritically accepts another. See his 
Bhilsa Topes, pp. 141 and 144. 

The inscription under comment, if the lithographed copy of it be 
correct, reads STflUTn :, in the third line, for Mr. Prinsep gives 

the latter, and rightly ; as the former is irreconcilable with the context. 
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25. The original word, before rendered ‘repository,’ is here to 
be resumed, but in an altered acceptation, 

26. ‘ abodes ’ ; put, metonymically, for their inmates. The word 

is here used for * the female apartment.’ 

27- qtn^T, the term employed, was formerly taken in a sense of 
wider latitude, and in one of narrower. In the middle ages, ’pH? and 
fartiy designated, respectively, realms of greater and of inferior power, 
when they were spoken of with reference to their relative importance. 

28. The original is PdMwfljli ‘ the gem of reflection,’ by the aid of 
which all wishes were attainable. We have already had ‘the tree of 
abuudance.’ The gnny-r, or ‘ all-bestowing milch cow,’ is fabulously 
endowed with the like marvellous quality. 

29. In the Sanskrit, by studied ambiguity, the expression rendered 
as above also implies * tall bambu.’ 

30. Professor Wilson inadvertently writes the original word with a 
cerebral in the final syllable. 

31. Mena is Parvati, the daughter of Himalaya. 

32. 'This prolific dame — for she is celebrated as having been the 
mother of five thousand sons and sixty daughters — is also called Vai- 
rini. See the Harivans'a, s'l. 121, 142. Her father was Virana. 

33. S'ivA is a name of Parvati. Her husband was S'iva, or S'ambbu. 

34. Possibly the inscriptionist, who is rather addicted to paltry figures 
of rhetoric, intended that his ‘ pinnacle-ball ’ should, retrospectively, 
likewise surmount the ‘ mansion of erotic sentiment.’ 

35. A moment’s pause is due to the elaborate amphibology with 
which the latter half of this quatrain is conceived. The vanquisher, 
on another construction than that of the text, is Saumitri, ‘who .... 
hosts, embracing the many-wiled Meghanada and the great Atik'aya.’ 
In the third line there is an inaccuracy, however, in the postposition of 
ai^qrc r to its substantive : for it scarcely agrees with ^fnahiy. 

^Saumitri is Lakshmana, the half brother of Rama. Megban&da and 
Atikaya were sons, elder and younger, of Ravana. 

It is only by a strain that can be taken to signify ‘strong-armed/ 
It is not usual as an adjective; its ordinary acceptation being that of 
‘the palm of the hand with the fingers extended.’ There is little doubt 
that its introduction here was induced by the fact that Prahasta was 
R&vana’s chief counsellor. Yet thus to suggest him in a panegyric on 
Jayasiuha looks anything but complimentary. 

36. ‘ He who has the moon on his head S'iva. See the note on 
the first stanza. 

37. ‘ The lord of physicians :’ S'iva, again. 

38. Perhaps ‘ barony :’ q-rMf ; a vocable not yet entered in our dic- 
tionaries. 
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39. Neither has this place, nor have TTndi and Jauli, yet been verified. 

40. S'aiva, or ‘ of S'iva,’ who is called Pas'upati ; a word variously- 
accounted for. 

41. The country of Lata, or L&tika, Hellenised into Aaaixr h -was later 
called Guijara, or Gurjara; Gujerat. Ptolemy regarded it as part of 
Indo-Seythia. 

42. The ift=r of these OctJ was that of Yaska. See the note on the 
seventh stanza. 

Maunin is still a well-known family name. 

43. Before himself, the author of these verses commemorates their 

copyist, as happening to be his elder brother. A want of fraternal piety 
can rarely be urged against the Hindus. r 

44. Professor Wilson defines JptVTy by “ carpenter.” See the Haima- 
kos'a , section of homonymes, iv. 284 ; to which the Professor vaguely 
refers. The word is there explained to mean 1 a kind of workman.’ It 
may have the restricted sense of architect, or even of mason. In the 
next couplet we again meet with it. 

45. The general mechanician of the gods ; a V ulcan, and much be- 
sides. 

46. This comparison is not at all more felicitious in the Sanskrit 
than it is in the English. Prithu, who was a king, subdued the earth, 
which had assumed the figure of a cow. See the translation of the 
Vishmi-purana, p. 103. 


47. The Vedanta philosophy is here recognized. 

48. This, and the I's'wara of the third couplet, are here, no doubt, 
epithets of S'iva. 

49. A synonymous title of the Destroyer, ‘ parent of things 

movable and fixed,’ is mistaken, by Colebrooke, for a^TST^TT^, “holy, 
beneficent.” Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 304, 308, 309. 

50. See, for this and several cognate terms, my note in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1858, p. 227. 

51. Thus far this inscription is metrical. The measure of the first 
and third stanzas is the Vaktra ; that of the second, the Priyu. 

52. In the original, gotra. 

53. Kes'ava’s functions not being particularly described, it is uncer- 
tain whether nayaka, a word of a dozen meanings, or of more, has any 
reference to revenue. 

54. Or Malava ; the pleonastic ka being adjected. 

Fort-Sangor, January 10th, 1858. 
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Additions. 

This paper, after being sent to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and 
partially printed for its Journal, was withdrawn. I had hoped to ob- 
tain, in England, a solution of the chronological difficulty spoken of 
in the introductory remarks : but the hope was disappointed. Since 
reaching America, chiefly by reason of access to books as yet unpub- 
lished at the beginning of 1858, I have been enabled to add the few 
notes following. 

When passing through the station of Jubulpoor, in February of last 
year, I found, in the Museum at that place, a somewhat weather-worn 
inscription, hitherto inedited, of the same class with those which pre- 
cede. Unhappily, I had neither leisure nor health to take a copy of it. 
The date that it bears is 926: U Qilrtjrl ( -M'jIrfToi-.r-l Its 

poet was S'as'idhara, son of Dharanidhara ; and it makes mention of 
Namadeva, son of Mahidhara, as a sutradh&ra. Three of these names 
w'e have met with in the record of 907'. At the foot of the stone, the 
ensuing benediction, in the A'rya measure, is legible without difficulty : 

tnarT urmuirT iron: 

ri Td oTir I -W cn) cil din '. fivj ( WJTTfrj 

‘As long as the sun and the moon, going and returning, shall shine 
in the firmament, so long may this eulogy endure, conducing to the re- 
nown of the doer of the transaction herein memorialized .’ 

To note g, p. 517. Hema A'charya expressly qualifies Kama as Raja 
of Chedi, and speaks of him as being of Dahala. This, as we know 
from the Haima-kos'a, is a synonyme of Tripuri. Kama is also men- 
tioned as having been contemporary with Bhoja; and Bhima Deva 
marched against him. This Bhima reigned from A. D. 1022 to A. D. 
1072. Rds-m&ld, i. 83, 90. 

To note r, p. 520. I now find, on the faith of M. Stanislas Julien's 
translation, that Hiouen Thsang, agreeably to the Si-yu-ki, travelled about 
a thousand Us N. E., in going from Ujjayini to Tchi-ki-t’o, and thence 
about nine hundred lis N., to Mahes'warapura. M. L. Vivien de Saint- 
Martin, in his “ Memoire Analytique,” puts N. E. for K., in designating 
the direction of Mo-hi-chi-fa-lo-pou-lo from Tchi-ki-t’o. M. Julien now 
silently surrenders his identification of Mahes'warapura with Mysore, to 
the suggestion of his collaborator, that the locality intended is “Ma- 
tcheri, ou, selon la forme sanskrite, Matchivara.” But it is scarcely 
probable that Mahes'warapura was transformed into “ Matchivara and 
there is no ground for holding that both names were ever applied to 
the same city. See Voyages des Pelerins Bouddhistes, iii. 168, 169, 
336, 408, 457, 458. 

Professor Wilson writes : “ A sudden return to the south-east brings 

Hiouen Thsang, after a journey of 2800 li (560 miles) to U-che-yen-na, 
which is clearly Ujjayini or Ougein, the king of which was a Brahman, 
and consequently Buddhism was at a low ebb. He then goes to Chi- 
ki-to, north-east 1000 li, considered to be the modem Khajuri, twenty- 
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five leagues south-west of Gwalior : thence, in the same direction 900 
li, to Mo-bi-chi-fa-lo-pu-lo, which M. de St. Martin identifies with Ma- 
cheri, perhaps Matsyavara, in support of which conjecture it is to be 
remembered that this part of India is known, in Sanskrit geography, as 
the Matsyadesa. Little is said of these two principalities, as they were 
both ruled by Brahman princes, and did not follow the faith of Buddha.” 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, xvii. 1 33. 

To note 13, p. 52 7. Hiouen Thsang, now that we have a translation 
of the Si-yu-ki, tells us but little of value, touching Kong-yu-t’o, over 
and above what was reproduced by his biographers. Kong-yu-t’o lay 
near a bay ; and it also lay near the sea. Its position is as far from 
being fixed as ever. Voyages des Pelerins Bouddhistes, iii. 91. 

To note 42, p. 532. There are two works, treating of the Vais'e- 
shikn philosophy, by writers bearing the name of Maunin. One is the 
Siddhanta-tattwa-sarvaswa, by Gopin&tha Maunin ; a commentary on 
the Paddrtha-viveka or Siddh&nta-tattwa. It was prepared by com- 
mand of Raja Jayasinha of Baberi. This Gopinatha also composed 
scholia on the Kusumaiijali, entitled Kuaum/mjali-vikais’a. The other 
work is the S'abddrtha-tarkamrita-, whose author is Krishna Maunin. 
See my ‘Contribution towards an Index to the Bibliography of the 
Indian Philosophical Systems;’ Calcutta, 1859; pp. 77 and 79. 

Troy, N. Y., U. S. A., February 27th, 1860. 


Additional Note by the Committee of Publication. 

The two monuments illustrated in the foregoing paper — together 
with a third of like character, already made public by the same author 
— have been presented by Mr. Hall to the American Oriental Society, 
and are deposited in its Cabinet, now at Kew Haven. We have ac- 
cordingly taken occasion, while this article was going through the 
press, to make anew a careful examination of the inscriptions, and a veri- 
fication of the text as published, and would offer here the following 
additional remarks and explanations. 

The larger stone is 33|- inches broad, by 22-J inches high. It is a 
plain block of greenstone (aphanite, containing a little carbonate of lime), 
of a soft texture, and easily cut. The inscription upon it is of 29 lines 
— the last one of them indented about 4 inches — which cover its whole 
■ surface, excepting a narrow and unornamented margin. It is engraved 
with great care, and with no little skill and nicety of execution, and 
is in almost perfect preservation, so that its characters are, for the most' 
part, as regular, elegant, and legible as the best manuscript. As re- 
marked above by Mr. Hall (note w), no combination of consonants is so 
difficult or intricate as to compel a resort to any device for abbreviating 
it : thus the virdma never appears, save at the end of a half-verse ; the 
anusv&ra, whether in the middle or at the end of a word, is more often 
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turned into a conjunct nasal ; and a consonant, or the first consonant 
of a group, is doubled under a r — the only exceptions to this latter rule 
being et, n, ZT, sr, tr, in all cases of their occurrence ; and also, in a sin- 
gle instance, u. As regards the diphthongs e, ai, o, au, the inscription 
follows, with total indifference, the ordinary devanagan method of writ- 
ing them, or that which is usual in the Bengali. The sign of omission 
(•s) is not employed on the stone, nor are the verses of its text num- 
bered ; but the marks of interpunction — i after a first half- verse, H after 
a verse — are introduced with entire regularity. At the end of a half- 
verse stands always rn and not anusvara : in two cases, however, (10 d, 
28 b) the virania is omitted. Of other omissions, we have, verse 2 a, 
T(t^T: f° r I Jo i : — this is at a place where a few syllables (viz., s jitucKut l) 
have been erased and recut. Another like case of correction occurs 
just before in the same line (viz., and a third near the end 

of the 9th line of the inscription, or at the end of 12 a, affecting the 
syllables which read, as printed, answj. The correctness of this read- 
ing, however, is not entirely certain. The sT, indeed, admits of no ques- 
tion ; the rr is less clear, but yet is altogether probable ; for the next 
syllable the stone gives only the double v (ct), omitting the superposed 
r ( r ) which causes the reduplication ; and the following character is en- 
tirely illegible, but cannot possibly, we think, be ra : its lower part, 
which alone remains unobliterated, is clearly A (r), and not e (r) : above 
it might stand almost any single letter, but not a double one ; for that 
there is no room, nor could a have been cut without leaving distinct 
traces on the unbroken part of the stone. We know not what to con- 
jecture, if not tr : is sometimes found used in the sense of ‘ posses- 

sion’ by a passion : the clause might then mean ‘Murala ceased to be 
possessed with arrogance.’ In the following pada the stone reads dis- 
tinctly ERfW for : this is probably Mahidhara’s error ; but, if the 
metre did not forbid, we might regard it as a mis-reading for 
‘trembled’ ; perhaps this word was in the cutter’s mind. Of the first 
syllable in the same line and pada only the upper and part of the right- 
hand lines are left : the consonant must be 37 ; but it might be com- 
bined with r, and with any vowel excepting » — these are the possi- 
bilities of the case; we presume the reading proposed by Mr. Hall to 
be the correct one. At the beginning of verse 6, Mr. Hall’s fac-similes 
failed to give him under the ^ a which, though not deeply cut, is 
still unmistakably traceable : the true reading, then, is « with 

manifold forms.’ In verse 10, the last syllable of the first half-verse, 
which comes at the end of a line, is much broken : what is left seems 
to us to point out distinctly, as the original reading, ?rr instead of 37T : 
this would change the meaning of the word from active to passive. In 
verse 17 b, finally, the stone has it (rtffttx f or 
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The stone on which the second inscription is cut is of like character 
with the other, but has a more amygdaloidal structure, being full of 
little cavities, which hold carbonate of lime. It is 12 inches broad and 
inches high, and contains eight lines. The characters are coarsely, 
irregularly, and inelegantly cut. It exhibits several orthographical er- 
rors, which are corrected in the text as printed : thus the proper name 
Keqava is both times written with the dental instead of the palatal sib- 
ilant, and a like substitution is made in 2 b and 3 d, in the name of 
f 9 vara and its adjective ; at the end of 2 b we have ° 3 oh\ although the 
sign of interpunction is not omitted after it; and in 2 c the reading of 
the stone is grfiy; (with the virama ; not conjoined with the following 5T). 
A long passage in the fourth line (from jft to d*.ri) has been erased and 
recut, and parts of it are obscure. Above the syllable t|T of (3 a) 
is a vowel-stroke, and under the rr is either a - , or the remains of one, 
not quite erased ; so that either the former or the present reading is 
meant to be The syllable next following, though clearly and 

deeply cut, is of a somewhat nondescript character, but we do not see 
how it can be meant for anything but the u by which it ha3 been ren- 
dered. The last line, following the date, is apparently an afterthought, 
and appended to the inscription as at first engraved. It is crowded in 
at the lower edge of the stone, and, from 35? inclusive, runs up its right 
margin, in the manner which, in printing it, we have imitated. 

The third monument, referred to above, is a stone measuring 13£ 
inches in height by 13 inches in breadth, besides a raised and rounded 
margin. It is thick and heavy, and shaped upon the hack into some 
form of which the intent is not now recognizable. Its material is 
greenstone, like that of the others, but much harder and tougher in 
quality. The text of its inscription, with a translation and notes, was 
published by Mr. Hall in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Yol. xxviii, for 1859. As appendix to that article, he desires to insert 
here the following additional note upon the inscription. 


, Among the three lapidary monuments given by me to the American 
Oriental Society, there is one of which I have already published the 
inscription, with an interpretation. My translation was made from a 
fac-simile tracing ; the original never having, at that time, been before 
me. Now that I have seen the stone itself it turns out, not unex- 
pectedly, that my first conclusions admit of being rectified. The par- 
ticulars are as follows : 

In the first stanza I find, not what I took to be intended for c n V-Ur f 
supplicated persistently,’ but, distinctly enough, -sf^spr 
‘ is lauded continually.’ 

The graoTf of the second stanza is a misprint for 5Tddf . 
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For my former decipherment of the third stanza I substitute, with 
confidence : 



‘May Brahma, Vishnu, and S'iva — in color resembling, severally , 
the water-lily, the black bee, and leas'd grass ; having, respectively, for 
weapons, menacing utterances, a discus, and the pinaka ; moving, in 
order as enumerated, with birds, a bird, and a bull ; and whose abode is 
on theydmfat-bearing mountain — bestow upon you prosperity.’ 

After incising afcsTcnvsf — which makes sense, but militates against 
the metre — the engraver half deleted the first isr. It could scarcely 
have been part of his original. 

Limb&rya,* not Liswaya, is the name of the lady spoken of in the 
prose. 

fsrir, for frtTT, in the fourth stanza, is an error of the press. 

In the sixth stanza there is HST where 1 have put U5T. SPET I am com- 
pelled to reject. The person here commemorated is Dosin, not Dhosin. 

rf3j, in the eighth stanza, is my own, I find ; and yet right, I suspect, 
as against the word exhibited, tt£T. It will be seen that, to avoid some- 
thing worse than a vain repetition, my conjecture was not ill advised. 

The last verse of the inscription has UUltrld. By deducting a stroke, 
so as to bring out irurtvrd, the text is healed ; but only provided that 
HUr^ rTT is permissible in lieu of U5rt?Tf ; and this is exceedingly doubtful. 
To repeat what I have remarked elsewhere, the Sanskrit of this inscrip- 
tion is of very questionable purity. 

F. E. H. 

Troy, N\ April 3rd, 1860. 

* Or Litswdrya, as it also admits of being read ; the characters of this inscrip- 
tion are cut in such fashion that, where no aid is to be derived from the sense, 
some readings must remain uncertain. — C omm, of PCbl. 

von. vk 69 
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The copper plate which contains the original of the first 
among the ensuing inscriptions exists, I believe, at Benares. 
My transcript was made several years ago ; and any indications 
which I may have noted down at that time are not at present 
forthcoming. On the age of the grant I am, therefore, unpre- 
pared to pronounce with assurance. 

A negative fac-simile of the second inscription has been litho- 
graphed in the Journal of the Archaeological Society of Delhi, 
for January, 1853. A coarse essay towards au English version 
of it will also be seen there, together with some speculations 
which I decline to criticize. 

With reference to the remaining inscription, my translation 
of it is not the first that has been published. For my copy of 
the Sanskrit, which has not before been in print, I am indebted 
to the late Major Kittoe. This transcript may have been sophis- 
ticated by pandits. A like suspicion, however, attaches to that 
used by Colebrooke* 

Inscription No. L 

ft 

* See his Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 295, 296. My copy has, in the first measure 
of the second stanza, and again in the prose, the word deu> which is not pure Sans- 



krit, and is evidently a proper name. It is precisely in such a case as this that a 
pandit would tamper with an original text, by substituting something more classical 
than what he found. Colebrooke puts “thievish” as the correlate of whatever his 
apograph exhibited; and that, it is natural to conjecture, may have been dasyu. 
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m ? t w i RHf^rf 


F^rTT qr^rTT off FT ^7T SRp^FTi 
FT T^TTTT ^TfWT fqrTPt: FT^ qWll\H 

c* c. 

yflT ^TsTPh FTTT^PT: l 


FFd (TRT FTT HpltrlFF rlHI rRT FiFFT 

^PFr^rrm ^ trtft i 
sn%n ^ ftt%f >#?t 


ii^ii 

ii^n 


Translation. 

Well be it! 

Fortunate is the auspicious Bala Yarma Deva ; sovereign; 
wholly devoted to the Brahmans;* thoroughly possessed of the 
five great titlesf and great realms ; son and successor of the aus- 


* Paramalrahmanya. — Hemachamira, in his explanation of his own vocabulary, 
i. 4'2, defines the brahman and others, in the hagiology of his communion, to be 
‘ministers of the Arhats and of Ridiabha, etc./: ^ff T ^ U m H H cb ( ; i 
The promulgator of this instrument was a.Jaina. *“ 

t Colebrooke (Miscell. Essays, ii. 303) remarks on a passage where this expression 
occurs, that he is “not entirely confident of the meaning” of it. He was then writ- 
ing in England ; and yet at but little disadvantage, so fax as the assistance of learned 
Brahman* was concerned. 

My own pandits have furnished me with their guesses, which I repeat. Some of 
these men suppose that the common fivefold repetitioa of the word s'r(, a sort of 
heathemsn pentagion, is here intended. This exposition has the concurrence of Prof, 
u T? n *t S l 6 ? e f'’ xv ’ 608 » foot note. Others think that allusion must be 

, d rr , , e tcalyaya-b'abda, 4 utterances of good omen,’ enumerated in BaudMva- 
nas Kalpa-sutra , for instance. These are puny aha, sncasti, riddhi, a’ri, and kalydna. 
Others, again, fix their conjecture on the five epithets mahd-yas' awin, mahd ryratd- 
pm, maha-damn makd-daydla , and mahd prahjut ; or 1 most renowned, most glorh 
ous, most liberal, most clement, and most powerful/ But no authority has been 
brought forward m support of any of these elucidations. 

Pending the productioo of something positive, I am disposed to believe that the 
nddle may be solved by reference to an extract which I made, on a former occasion 
in the Journal ef the AsiaUc Society of Bengal for 1 8S8, p, 227, foot-note. If KAjA 
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picious Panda Varma Deva: who obtained the five great titles 
and great realms from the soles of the feet* of the great Arhat,f 
the adorable ; whose two blessed feet:): are irradiated by the 
lustre from the gems in the diadems on the heads of benevolent 
and malignant genii; the wonderful ; chief of the multitudes; 
bestower of numerous boons ; lord of the gods ; and master. 

To the present and future royal families, with their hundreds 
of troops, in the village of Bhujangika,§ near the river Ves'a; 
and to the inhabitants of that village, most eminent Brahmans ; 
he duly pays respect and gives notice, as follows : 

Be if known to you, that this village aforesaid, at the prayer 
of the head of his guild, Dharmaka, and of the leading traders 
collectively ; for enhancement of our mother’s, our father’s, and 
our own merit; has been decreed, by us, as an endowment, for 
such time as the moon, the sun, and the earth shall endure; to 
be dispensed from religious taxes and from unpaid labor; exempt 
from the ingress of fortune-tellers|| and soldiers ;•[ and protected 
from the exactions of any other king; to these associate students 
in theology: Bhoga Swamin, of the stock** of Gautama, and of 
the Mddhyandina Kara Swamin, of the stock of Upamanyu, 


be there rejected, as baring been vulgarized by frequency of use, five titles still 
remain; those of Samral, Bhoja, Swardl, Viral, and Parameshthin. The malia- 
sdmanta ‘great dominions,’ named, in the text, after the ‘great titles,’ and which 
should seem to be as many in number, may be sdmrdjya, bhaujya, swdrajya, vairdjya, 
and pdrameshtkya. 

Or are the ■ five titles’ those of parama-bhattdralca, mahd-rdja, adhi-rdja, para- 
mes'wara, and parama-mdhes'wara? Spe the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Ben- 
gal for 1858, p. 226, foot-note. 

These designations, after all, may be as idle as the sonorous nomenclature of the 
Byzantine princes of the blood: Despot, Sebastocrator, Caesar, Panhypersebastos, 
and Protosebastos. See Gibbon, chap, liii. 

It should excite no surprise to find the Jainas borrowing almost anything from 
the Hindus. 

* Pddamula, Prof. Wilson, professedly. taking Hemachandra for his guide, ren- 
ders this word by “ heel.” Hemachandra simply gives gohira as its synonyme ; and 
this he derives from guhyate, ‘ is concealed.’ Several words for ‘ foot ’ precede, in 
this author, pddamula and gohira ; and others for ‘ heel ’ follow them. But Ranti- 
deva, as quoted in V edionti Mahadeva’s Budha-manohara, interprets pddamula by 
parshni, * heeL’ The translation in the text may, accordingly, be liable to correction. 

f This name may denote either a Buddha or a Jina. The latter is here meant. 

+ Literally, ‘lotos-feet.’ 

§ This place ha3 not been recognized; nor has the river Ves'a; nor Chitra, 
further on. 

j Ghdta ; which Colebrooke translates as above, in his Digest of Hindu Law, 
etc., i. 311 (8yo edition). 

•J The billeting of troops appears, from this phrase, to have been known among 
the Hindus, in former ages. 

I think I can, at this place, detect several words of my original, and in the same 
order, in another inscription. See As. Res., xv. 510, fifth foot-note: and the first 
transcript at the end of the volume, twelfth and thirteenth lines ab infra. 

** In the Sanskrit, here and several times below, gotra, 

j-j This is a branch of the White Yajur-veda. 
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and of the Kauthuma-chhandoga ;* Yilasa Swamin, of the stock 
of S'andila, and of the Kauthuma-chhandoga ; Bhfina Swamin, of 
the stock of Yasishtha, and of the Kauthuma-chhandoga; and 
Budra Swamin, of the stock of Gautama, and of the Kauthuma- 
chhandoga. 

Thus aware, you successive residents, dwelling in the vicinity 
of the town of Chitra, under authority from our regal house, 
humbly giving attention to our mandate, are, moreover, fitly to 
pay to these very Brahmans, in such proportion as is equitable, 
all share of prodpce, tribute, money -rent; and similar impositions. 

Bone in the year sixty-one, f on the second day of the moon’s 
increase in Ghaitra ; the deputy^; in this transaction being Kal- 
hana ; and these articles being drawn up by A'dityadatta, fecial.§ 

1. He that wrongfully resumes land, given by himself, or giv- 
en by another, turned to a worm in ordure, with his forefathers, 
thus receives retribution. 

2. By many kings, Sagara and others, the earth has been en- 
joyed. His, ever, whose is the soil, is its produce. 

3. Sixty thousand years does the giver of land rejoice in 
heaven : and even as many does he that confiscates land, or 
abets its confiscation , abide in a place of torment.|| 

Prosperity ! 

Ihscbiption No. II. 


^PTT FT3FT Woo sfnfrTTO^ 

f^ r T H T t f n^s r g i r^ ' mq (1 

gNlb; <^FT WHH ^^rtf£r|cfiTfr 

TO ^sr FaWlfsftWiiH: 


* The Chhandoga is the Sama-Yeda ; and the Kauthuani is one of its divisions, 
f Harnvat, as was long ago established, is frequently otherwise employed than to 
express the era of A ikramaditya. See Colebrooke’s MiscelL Essays, ii. 281 • and 
Pnnseps Useful Tables, Part the Second, p. 87. 

1 S w r Mtak fi r See ’ the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Ben- 
gal lor 1837. p. b69, last line ; and for 1839, p. 299, 1. 9. J 

§ San dh i-vigrahika, in the original. 

trolir? 6 m6tre ° f tte ftree staDzas with which this grant terminates is the pathyd- 


\ 
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3^ iJTRT 


H WT{- 
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q^ * 3WOTI q^ ^ 

* Jn^m^FT q^ x wmm<i q^ \ sn^TsPft^nr 

w; TOmTSTFT <Ffr^FT q^ o ll %S^fW 
o ii ^iiiMuJIMIm q^rf^TO q^ \ ^i^qjil^Hd 
q jfTTH q^1 ^prRN'q^ftm q? * wfepft- 
m sS^r q?; * qqr qt \ ht^t- 

gjftsrw qT^t q^ \ qrfqwpft^w qFq - qf \ 
iTTTmRRT mm q^ * q^TT: i q q 
OTTTFFftol 

o 

3TH q fWIWR 5qTHlf<W OTTOTH 
JRT|.* qqqqq OTl 

o 

q^Rqqqr HWTT ^T?rfq: qJT^Tf^fq: I 
mi <m WRfd FRT rRT qFFTlI 111 
iw ^RRTO^RHJf qi^FTi 

‘ O *s 

^I^^IM.iHuh qTTsPTRlf q^FTiitii 

h«0 ^tpt qqtqf zn^norferiq' i 
qiqq wffwj rft^i-T Fnqq ^rf q^tqTTii^n 
* TOJTpfq qg qfq qq- ^lH i 

35^ rft qnqqjqmft ft^rH ^I^uIhh) II ^ ll 

*RT: wmwm qqf THWT i 
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srr%TT ^T^pFrr ^ seftiihh 

-dl-MMi 3JlFPTI[TrFT I 

JT3T Wm^m ^FT^rTT *T 5PUIH II \u 

3Frs$r crf^ftnt q<wr m m h%ti 

FIFTT^T gi^ftrnft *T^rt qTrPTMFT lion 

TrTMrTFT^ qromFT qfferT- 

I m fTFT 

^ UHJUIWh l 

>4 felPT^: ^FrT: l 

Translation. 

Om ! Glory to Narayana ! 

In the year 1177, on this current day, Sunday, at the moon’s 
conjunction* in the dark fortnight of Karttika, here, in the great 
fortress of fortunate Nalapura, the auspicious Vtrasinha Deva ; an 
earnest worshipper of Vishnu; a zealous votary of Brahmans; 
compasionate to the indigent, the helpless, and the miserable ; 
whose figure is graced with an assemblage of numerous merits; 
diligent in deferential attachment to the lotos-feet of his father 
and mother; veracious as Yudhisbthira; for heroism, the most 
surprising, equal to Blnmasena ; like Arjuna, eminent among 
archers; a parallel to Karna, in having acquired fame by his mu- 
nificence ;f like Duryodhana, very superb; like the lord of beasts, 
unrivalled in prowess ; who has illustrated the entire orb of the 
earth by the radiance of his renowD, in resisting the encounter 
of legions of elephant-like enemies, hard to be repulsed when they 
have taken the field of battle; a sun to the lilies in the lake of 
the happy Kachehhapa-ghata lineage; supreme sovereign, great 
king, chief ruler, and lord paramount ; whose person is a ruby de- 
rived from that mine of gems, the womb of the noble queen, the 


* The original has, erroneously, UUIcUVli'. 

f On the plate is ril li i fslrl 0 . A repetition, detected when inchoate, was 
left unerased. 
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auspicious Lakshmi* Devi ; son and successor of the fortunate 
S'aradasinha Deva, very potent,f supreme sovereign, great king, 
chief ruler, and lord paramount, son and successor of the fortu- 
nate Gaganasinha Deva, great king, chief ruler, and lord para- 
mount; victorious; with due esteem acquaints and enjoins, as 
follows , Brahmans most excellent, and persons of influence, roy- 
alets, heads of ascetic communities,^; and all his most respectable 
subjects, dwelling in the within-mentioned village. 

Be it known to you, that the village herein specified, notorious 
under the name of Babada— -as far as all its zone-like limits ; 
with its forests, lines of trees, and habitations; with its groves of 
mangoes and madhukcts ; with all its grass, wood, and wilds ; in- 
cluding whatever is produced from the heavens to the regions 
beneath the earth ; free from rigorous penalties, wrong-doing, 
and the ten offenses; a place where the ingress of robbers is 
prohibited ; provided with the eighteen classes; exempt from the 
■payment of share of produce, tax, money-rent, and the like exac- 
tions ; its four boundaries being ascertained ; from pure motives; 
on a lucky day ; we standing in water mentally meditated as sym- 
bolizing the Ganges and other great rivers ; after the touching of 
gold, sacrificial grass, and water ; for augmentation of the merit 
and celebrity, § in this world and in the next, of our parents and 
of ourself — has, by us, been allotted, in prescribed form, to Go- 
vinda, a householder, of the stock of Kas'yapa, two shares ; || to 
his brother, Padmanabha, one share; to Kes'ava, one share; to 
Chaturvedl Rama, of the stock of Upamanyu, one share ; to 
Kes'ava, one share; to Narasinba, one share; to Lakshmana, 
one share ; to Sath,^[ of the stock of Bharadwaja, one share ; to 
Damodara, of the stock of Kas'yapa, half a share ; to Kes'ava, 
half a share ; to Panchhihila, of the stock of Krishnatreya, one 
share ; to the pandit Gopati, of the stock of Kas'yapa, one share ; 
to Mahasona, of the stock of Atri, one share; to S'll, of the 
stock of Bhrigu, one share; to Nanu, of the stock of Krishna- 
treya, one share ; to Mali, of the stock of Bharadwaja, one share; 
to Chamara, of the stock of Kapishthala, one share; and to 


* Here I give the old form for the modem of the original, Lakhamd, as is the 
pronunciation. 

The scholar will observe other like substitutions a little further down. 

t I have struck out a superfluous visarga postfixed to the Sanskrit of this ex- 
pression. 

t The designation of these monastic superiors is mahanta, which is impure Sans- 
krit. Sounded as mahant, it is still in common use. 

§ du?l has been corrected from sTStV. 

| The word pada is employed, throughout this instrument, in an acceptation 
somewhat unusual. 

, IT ] h f name, and several others to come, not being Sanskrit, have rather per- 
plexed the mscnptiomst, as subjects of inflectional mani p ulation . 

- 

V 
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Thaa, of the stock of Gautama, one share, _ And the appropria- 
tion of this village you are to respect and maintain. 

You must have heard the sentences, delivered by Vyasa and 
others, encomiastic of the presenting of land ; as for instance : 

1. By many kings, such as Sagara and others, the earth has 
been enjoyed. His, ever, whose is the soil, is its produce. 

2. The result, generally, of all gifts whatever affects but a sin- 
gle life ; but the recompense of bestowing gold, land, cows, and 
slaves, attaches to seven courses of existence. 

3. Let one confer land that has been tilled by the plough, or 
sown, or that bears a crop : while the worlds, upheld by the ser- 
pent, subsist, does such a one receive honor in elysium. 

4. He that receives land, and he that bestows land, both, as 
performing acts of merit, assuredly go to the regions of bliss. 

5. A hundred thousand years does the donor of land abide in 
paradise ; and for even as many is the disseizor, or the furtherer 
of disseizin , consigned to a place of torment. 

6. Not by a thousand sacrifices, nor by a hundred hippocausts, 
nor by the gift of a hundred thousand kine, does the usurper of 
land make effectual expiation. 

7. Whatever offspring of a stranger may be monarch , when 
my race shall have become extinct, I clasp his feet; suing that 
he will regard my donation. 

This grant of the village was engrossed by the pandit Salak- 
shana, son of the Thakur Aijuna. As for there being in it a 
letter too few, or a letter too many, it is, still, complete authority. 

The autograph of the auspicious Yirasiuha, great king and 
chief ruler, the victorious, is subscribed .* 

' s ' Inscription No. HI. 

\cp CHIWHT ^TFT 

^HT StThU 

^rTH JHiyfWT ^KTlrWfoT I 

° SI _____ 

* Ad arrow, pointing to the left, is traced at the ead of the writing, oa the' 
tablet. 
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crrftHrem; Ww 

fTSWIFTW JfftrlFf ^ R^FT n^H 

«\ <s\ * * * § '» 

fNfT ‘S 

HiM-h^lyrfiM^^r^^uu ^gTFmterprr ra- 
fftarffar wrmi %ft 

^ I l^q l^lrCNr 

^H^UiN iftcTOW-eit: JrflOTHlri ^PRT 

m ^TrflfrFT l HW ,tWST WTt ffe»T: I 

H^nw^rr^q- hfh i §rrar p^th- 

>fmil>^ T%rIWT %TrT I 

Translation. 

Well be it!* Pratapa Dhavala Deva, everywhere-)- possessor 
of eminent and extensive renown, addresses his kindred in these 
words: As for that paltry copper^ grant which certain Brahmans 
— sprung from men of goodly staves and ploughs§ — living in 


* Hindu inscriptions very commonly have an auspicious vocable, as siddham, 
siddhi, or swaeti, prefixed to them. In the present instance, the word is swasti. and 
is part of a verse. Still I conceive that it must be taken as an interjection. Cole- 
brooke connects it with the contiguous ■udgata ; rendering the combination by “ hap- 
pily risen :” a form of expression of which I have never seen a precedent or parallel ; 
unless it qualifies the t'ri which is often written after it. 

f Colebrooke represents samantdd by “ wholly,” a meaning of which it is suscep- 
tible ; but he joins it, unnaturally, with the next word, deva. This term denotes king- 
ly rank. It is never employed in the construction which Colebrooke here assumes. 

t My copy has kutdrnra twice, where Colehrooke’s had kutdmbra. I fear that 
Major Kittoe’s pandit has here been officiousv 

§ In my copy, mdandahala ; in place of which the prose has mdandahaliya. 
Colebrooke gives euvalluhala and moallahaniya, respectively. In my transcript I 
here again suspect adulteration at the hands of Major Kittoe’s pandit. The original 
should seem to have been wrested, so as to yield a sense in keeping with the rest 
of the document ; as if PratApa Dhavala taunted the BrAhmans in question by 
hinting that they were mere rustics and husbandmen, and lacked the aoDroDriate 
literature of their tribe. " * 
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these villages adjoining Kalahandi,* * * § have fraudulently, by brib- 
ery, obtained from the hand of Deu, a slave of the sovereign of 
Gadhinagara ;f foundation of credit in it is not in any wis< % to 
be admitted ; as they have not even so much ground as could be 
pierced with the point of a needle. § 

In Samvat 1225, || on "Wednesday, the third day of the dark 
semi-lunation of Jyesthha, the feet^j" of the great chieftain,** * * §§ 
the fortunate Pratapa Dhavala Deva, governor of Japila,j-f an- 
nounce the truth, as follows , to his sons, grandsons, and others, 
born of his stock r With respect to this vile copper grant of the 
villages of Kalahandi and Badapila,^ surreptitiously procured, 
on giving a bribe, by sundry folk of goodly staves and ploughs, 
from Deu, a slave of the lord of Kanyakubja, the fortunate king 
Vijayachandra;§§ dependence is not to be placed on it. These 
Brahmans are altogether reprobates. They have not even soil 
which the point of a needle could penetrate. 

Mindful of this proclamation , you will collect and levy |||| the 
proprietor’s^ share of produce and the like.*** 

The son of the great king.j-ff 

Saugor, February, 1858. 


* As remarked by Colebrooke, the short vowel at the end of this name is ex- 
changed for a long one, where' the word is repeated furtlier on. 

f Gadhinagara is called, below, Kanyakubja; or Kanoj. 

t In the Sanskrit, parito; which Colebrooke strangely translates “ by the people 
around.” 

§ Thus far the inscription is in verse; the metre, vamntatilakd. An intelligible 
English translation of these two stanzas renders it impassible to mark the beginning 
of the second, without taking in much of the first. The prose which follows is a 
paraphrase of what has preceded. 

| Colebrooke has 1229. . The Samvat year T225 corresponds to A. D. 1168. 

^ This singular expression only shows the dignity of the person concerned. A 
Hindu disciple refers, in the same phraseology, to the enunciations of his preceptor 
or of his ancestors. 

** In the Sanskrit, ndyaka. 

■f f Colebrooke has Japila, which, he says, is a portion of the district of “Banta- 
ghar” — recte, KAmagadha or Bamgarh. This district lies in South Bihar. 

“ Badayita,” according to Colebrooke. 

§§ Vijayacbandra was the penultimate king of Kanoj. See the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1858, p. 218. 

|| “ You will take ; or destroy ,” says Colebrooke. But vilaprt/eriha t*cnrcely 

imports destrction; and toe eftcr seems to be cumulative rather than alternative. 

irf Colebrooke dims not translate twdmi. 

*** In the Sanskrit, bhoga. “ Share of produce” i» Colebrooke’s. Its correctness- 
may admit of question. 

fft Instead of this, Colebrooke has: “ Signature of the great Bajaputra (king’s 
son) the fortunate S'atrnghna.” My eopy of the- original must, consequently, be 
defective by aeveral words. 
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NEAR ANTIOCH, IN SYRIA. 

Bi JAMES HADLEY, 

PROFESSOR OF GREEK IN YALE COLLEGE. 


presented to the Society May 10, 1859. 


Fob our copies of this remarkable inscription, we are indebted 
to the Rev. Homer B. Morgan, a missionary of the American 
Board in Syria. The following extracts from a letter addressed 
by that gentleman to a friend in this country contain an account 
of the stone which bears the inscription, and of the circumstances 
under which he made his first copy. He writes from “Bitias 
(Antioch), July 23rd, 1858.” 

“ Enclosed I send you a copy of an inscription which I have 
found in a garden on the ancient site of Daphne. I have reason 
to believe that it has not been copied before. It is only a few 
years since it was dug up, and although I have been at the spot 
many times, I have never heard from the Fellahs, that any Eu- 
ropeans but myself, and those whom I have taken there, have 
seen it. Indeed, the whole inscription cannot have been copied ; 
for one half of the stone was covered with a calcareous incrusta- 
tion which I was obliged to chip off. The stone is a very com- 
pact limestone. The portion of it which is covered by the in- 
scription is 17 X 30 inches, and there are about six inches of plain 
surface below the last line of letters. The end below is rough 
and narrowed, as if to fit into a mortice, to hold it in an upright 
position. Neither the edges nor the back of the stone are pol- 
ished. It is eight or ten inches thick. I have been for nearly 
a year trying to get it into my possession, so as to remove it to 
Antioch ; but the owner of the garden at last got such high no- 
tions of its value, that I made up my mind to obtain the best 
copy I could on the spot. I went out two successive days, taking 
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a young man with me to assist in cleaning the stone. Many of 
the letters were exceedingly indistinct, and some of them I coaid 
not make out at all. Indeed, I should not have been able 
. to copy nearly so much as I did, if I had not adopted a plan 
suggested by the young man with me. He first blackened the 
whole surface -with ink, and then, after it had well dried, sponged 
the surface, which left the letters considerably plainer than 
before. * * * Should the inscription prove to be of value, 
and there be any necessity for it, I would take the time to ex- 
examine the stone with more care. I send also a fac-simile of 
the first part of the 23d and 25th lines, to show you the size and 
style of the letters. 

I have said that the stone was dug up in a garden at Daphne. 
The immediate vicinity gives every evidence of having been the 
site of important buildings in ancient times. The whole surface 
of the ground is covered with fragments of pottery, and bits of 
wrought marble. There are two other stones near by with frag- 
mentary inscriptions, one of which begins with HBOYAH in 
large, handsome letters. It consists of a half dozen lines of ten 
or twelve letters each, which evidently ran .off upon another 
Aone placed by the side of this, which stone is not above the 
surface of the ground, if it still exists. There are also several 
fragments of granite pillars. One of these, two years ago, was 
lying by the side of the road, and upon the edge of a bit of 
rather handsome tesselated pavement. The part that was then 
visible has now been destroyed, probably by some treasure-hunt- 
ing Fellah. There are also in this same garden a large number 
of blocks of stone, which evidently once formed a water-course. 
The}' are about two feet in diameter, and twenty inches or two 
feet in length, with a perforation about six inches in diameter. 
Each block is made with a circular projection corresponding to 
an indentation in its next neighbor, after the fashion of water- 
pipes. They have evidently been cemented to each other, though 
I can see no calcareous deposit showing that they were used any 
length of time, which would certainly be found if the Daphne- 
water had flowed through them. The external surface of all 
was finished with evident care. Some of them are fluted longi- 
tudinally, as if they had served for columns. So much about 
antiquities for the present. There is a great field here for minute 
investigation; but I have little time to give to such employments.” 

The gentleman addressed in this letter sent it with the enclosed 
copy of inscription to Professor Gibbs, who at once recognized 
the interesting nature of the Greek text, and wrote to Mr. Mor- 
gan, begging him to give the stone a new and more complete 
examination. In return he received two copies further, evi- 
dently made with great care, one of them dated Oct 19th, 1859, 
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the other Nov. 23rd, 1859. The latter of these copies is repre- 
sented in the following lines, though in some instances we have 
supplied its imperfections by letters (which we enclose in brackets) 
taken from the copy of Oct. 19th : 

A \ \ / irN mi 
THSEISHMASKAI—A IS A 
AASKAIMErAAASAnOAE E[I]S [E/70] MEN ON 
EKTENSISKA\I] OYTE THS Y [K]HSO [ E TSLN ] Y MAM 
5 X ONTSINIIE 0E ISMENO \EI\STAHMINSYM0EPONTA 
AIESATH OX 0 TAAEKA E[r]XEIPIS BENT A A YTO 
flSHNMP OSHK ONE. AIK A TA T[A]A OIIIAArOMENON 

AifisTnN[n]po rnnprMENSiNE a y to ye is taii 

PM A TAME 0 YA OMEQAM [E/V]£[T]£ S YNEXEINS Tptf] 

10 I1PASS ONTAHMINI1 OAAA \IA~\ AYTOYMPO0EPO 
MENO YTHNI1 E P ITO SUM \A]S [r]ENHMENHNASBE 
NEIANAIA TASS YNEXE ISKAK 0 TA 0IASASIO YI 
TOS TEHMASEASAIA YT0NE[&]HS XIASI'ENE 
OAIOrilS TONETIIA OIIIONXP ONONTO YB 0 YAT 
15 SI1AS TS1SENE YS TA QEIA TO YSSl MA T0SP[E] * 

HTAIS YMMEPIHN[EX ] 0 HME N OEA Of N ] TESKAIE 
0 YTO IS 0ANEPANM OIEINHNEN OMENMP 0 
TONAIPES NINAME N 0 YNKAEIS T OA 0 
ONTYr XANHII1ANTSINTSINEIS TIMIINK 
20 OS ANA N1IK ONTSl NHMINES TAEIIIMEA 

HEIAH THSAPXIEPSISYNHS TO YAM OAASINQ 
AITHSAP TEMIA OS TSINAAI TTSINKAITSt 
A A Alt NIEPSl Nil NT A TEMENHES TINE II 
A A 0NHSMP OSAE OMENHSANAP OS 01 A 0 Y 
25 NMSOMENOYA EnPOSTHNA AS SIS THS 
nEPTOYTOnOYSnOYAHSH[N]ESXONO T 
rON OIK A IHMEISKA ITH E HMSlNUPOSTOOEmN 
EYSEBEIASAnOAE E[I]XAM NAYTONAPX 
EPEATOYTSINIlEr S NOITHNMEPITAIEP 
30 ESArStrHNMAAlETANAIATOYTOYXYN 
TEAES &HSES 0AIAE ONTSISS YNTASON 
ENTETGISXPHMA TISMOISKA TAXJIPISEEN 
AYTONAPXIEPEA TSl NAEAHASIM END. NIEPS1 N 
KAinP 0 T IMA NT 0 NANA PA AS ISISTMSMME 
35 TEPASKPISESISKAIEANETE TINAMAPAKAA 
TSINANHP ONTSINEIS TAYTASYNEMSAAM 
BANES 0A[I]T0YS TETIP OSTOISIEP 01 ST IN OM 
NO YSKAIT 0 YSAAA OYSO YSKA OHKEim 
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QAPXEINA YTO Y2 Y2 TH2AII1A[PA] rrE[TA]A 
40 TA YYflAKO YE IN EPI.QNAN[r]PA['P]l IIH2INTA 
2 HI AN A rPA 'PHNA\1]A EKAl THE Ell 12 TO AH 2 
TOANTITPA h ONE 12 2 THAA2KAIANA BE IN 
ENTOI2EM&ANE2 TA TOI2 TOI1 012 

JKP JIOY U 

In the copy of Oct. 19th, the first two lines are given as follows : 

A \ A-l JEN man 

TH2 EI2 HM.A2ICA I TA PAr A I A <1>E2 \ 2I0\. 

Dapline, the place of this inscription, was celebrated in antiquity 
for its magnificent worship of Apollo and Artemis, which wa3 
established here by the first Seleucus of Syria, and continued for 
more than six centuries, until the temple was destroyed by fire in 
the reign of Julian the Apostate. An elaborate and glowing de- 
scription of the place and its worship may be found m Gibbon’s 
Decline and Fall, chapter xxiii. A more recent account has been 
given by the distinguished K. O. Muller, in his dissertations 
De Antiquitatibus Antiochenis (Gottingae, 1829), p. 41 etc. The 
inscription before us relates, as we might have expected, to the 
worship of these divides. It is a document which recites the 
appointment of a certain person as high-priest of Apollo and 
Artemis. The letters at the foot appear to give its date, as the 
14th day of Dius (the first month of the Macedonian year, which 
seems to have commenced in October), in the year 124 of some 
era — most probably, that of the Seleuukke. If so, the document 
belongs to the autumn of 189 B. C., when the Syrian king, An- 
tiochus the Great, had come to the thirty-fifth year of his reign, 
one year after his decisive overthrow by the Romans at Magnesia, 
and two years before his violent death. The authority, individ- 
ual or corporate, by which it was issued, the officer to whom it 
was addressed, and the person whose appointment to the high- 
priesthood it sets forth, must have been named at the beginning 
of the inscription. The illegible first line seems quite insufficient 
for all these designations : we can hardly help believing that one 
line at least, and perhaps two or three, have been lost altogether. 
Possibly they may have been engraved upon another stone, sur- 
mounting the one which contained the lines here copied. Not- 
withstanding the difficulties of which Mr. Morgan speaks, the 
first line of his copy is the only one which cannot be read with 
tolerable certainty. In the following restoration, we have been 
aided by suggestions from President Woolsey and Professor 
Gibbs. 
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[z bv duvet, zr\ g nioztiog xai tvvoiag'] zr t g dg reflag xai 
z a [n](>dy[u]a[za o]a(pta[zdza]g [n]oXXdg xai utydXag 
anode ^ [n]eno[irj]uivov ixzivtig, xai ovzt % r t g 
[y> v X]rig o[_vr]e zav vna[(>]x6vz(x>v nt<p£iopitvo[v] tig zd 
5 r\uiv avuiptqovza, dit^ayrjoxbza di xa\i r a] iyyiunobtv- 
za avz[io] a>g i)v n Qogijxov, xai xazd zd Xomd aybuevov 
[d]|tcog nZiv TCQoiiTirjQyuiviov f[£] avzov tig % d 7i[od]y- 
fiaza, ijfiovXoueda piiv £T£[t] ovviyuv avunetdoaovza 
10 tj ulv noXXu. [ 3 ^]X[r] avzov TiQocptQoatvov zr t v ntoi 
zb acoua [yt]ytvrjuiv7]v do&tvtiav did zag ovvtydg xa- 
xo[7r]e$[£]i'crg, a%iov[v]zog zt r^uac iaaai avzov dp 
yiag ytvi[o6]ai b[n]b)g zov intXomov XQovov zov /‘Jftjov 
15 [ ddia]07idazmg iv tvozubda zov Oiopiazog yi[v]t]zai, 
ovfiTitQiijVixdrjfitv [f^c'^joyTEg xai t[v z]o{jzoig ipavtqdv 
noitlv fjv 'i[x]ouev nQo[g av]zov cf/'(>£a[t]i/. Iva piiv 
ovv xa[i] dg zo [JJofmjov zvyxdvrj ndvziov zav tig zi- 
20 pty x[«i d]o£av dvryxovziov, i]iiiv ioza[i] imutX[ig. 
E^Tttid vj, zr t g doxitQwovvyg zov ’0n6XX(i)vo[g x]ai rrjg 
’ Jytztutdog zbiv c)«fT[o]wv xai zd[v] dXXwv itixbv wv zd 
zefitvr] ioziv «rr[t] /tdcpvr-g jiQoodtoutvyg dvdetbg ipiXov 
25 [dvjvzjOoutvov di n ^ocmjvaft] dg[i]wg zrfi [t»] 7 rtQ zov 
zotxov onovdij g rjv ioyov o [t] z[ e n()b]yovoi xai r^fittg 
xai t^[c] t’[|] 7]ud>v Tiqbg zb ddov tvotftuag, dnodt- 
[d]£t/au[£]v avzov d^ftjEQta zovzwv Ttt[nti]o[fit]voi 
zt\v 7T£(>i zd iijaycoytfv udlioz dv did zovzov 

SO GWZtXtO&rfiio&ai debvziag — oiivza^ov tv zt zolg XQ?]- 
piaziouolg xazaxoiQi[C]tiv avzov aQXiEQtcc ziov dtdrjXa)- 
jUc'vajv itimv, xai jiQoziuav zov avdya aHmg zf t g i^utrt- 
35 qag XQiaewg, xai iav dg ziva naQaxaX[fj ] zwv dv 7 j[x-] 
bvziov dgzavza, ovveniXaufiavtodai zov g ze nQog zolg 
k(>oTg yivofj[t]vovg xai zovg dXXovg ovg xadrpxu n[ti -] 
daQXtiv avzov ovoz^oai Tiai)ayyd[X]a[v]zag vnaxovuv 
40 [tt]£()i iov av y(»dy[Tj] f) o[v]rzd[a]oi j, dvayqaiprpvai di 
xai zijg iniozoXffc zo dvz'iyqaipov dg ozijXag xai ava- 
<5£t>[c£{] tv zolg imipavtGzdzoig zonoig. 
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We subjoin the following rough translation. 

“ [A. B.] having, with strenuous effort, made very clear demon- 
strations, many and great, of his [fidelity and devotion] to us 
and to the public service, and having spared neither his life nor 
his property for our interests, but having managed also as was 
proper the things put into his hands, and, for the rest, conduct- 
ing himself in a manner worthy of the services before rendered 
by him to the public interests — him we desired, indeed, still long- 
er to keep employed, co-operating with us in many things. But 
upon his bringing forward [as ground of excuse] his feebleness 
of body, the result of his continued hardships [in the public 
service], and requesting that we would permit him to be at rest, 
that for the remaining time of his life he may be, without inter- 
ruption, in good health of body — we complied [with the request], 
desiring in this also to make manifest the preference which we 
have for him. So, then, that for the future also he may enjoy all 
things which pertain to honor and reputation, shall be our care. 
Since now — as the high-priesthood of Apollo and Artemis, over 
the [holy] carvers and the other sacred offices of which the conse- 
crated grounds are at Daphne, requires a man of friendly feeling, 
but one who will be able to preside in a manner worthy of the 
zeal for the place which our ancestors had and we [now have], 
and [worthy] of the veneration on our part for the diviuity — 
since now we have appointed him high-priest, with charge over 
these things, being persuaded that through him, above all others, 
the management belonging to the sacred offices would be con- 
ducted as it ought to be — [therefore] take order to inscribe 
him in the records as high-priest over the sacred offices set 
forth above, and to honor the man in a way worthy of our 
judgment, and, if he call to any duties, of such as appertain to 
these things, that those who are engaged in the sacred rites 
should co-operate with him, and should bring together on the 
spot the rest who ought to render service, charging them to obey 
in whatsoever he may write or order — and, farther, to have the 
copy of this letter inscribed on pillars, and to set it up in the 
most conspicuous places.” 

The contents of this inscription require little commentary. 
We will only remark that a class of persons, named Sun^t, are 
mentioned in an interesting passage of Porphyry (De Abstinentia, 
ii. 30), as having part in the annual sacrifices of the Athenian 
Diipoleia. See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der gottesdienstlichen 
Alterthiimer der Griechen, §6L. 20, and W. Smith, Dictionary 
of Greek and Bom an Antiquities, under Diipoleia. 

While the above is going through the press, we leam from Mr. Morgan tint he 
has obtained possession of the stone bearing the inscription, and presents it to the 
Society, to be deposited in its Cabinet. — Comm, of Publ. 
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ON THE ARYA-SIDDHANTA. 

Bt EITZ-EDWARD HALL, Esq., M. A. 


Presented to the Society May 17, 1860. 


As all Indianists must be apprised, the illustrious Colebrooke 
and the splenetic Mr John Bentley were diametrically at vari- 
ance in their views of Hindu astronomy. To reopen this sub- 
ject is not the purpose of the present cursory paper. If Cole- 
brooke was celebrated for circumspection and accuracy, his op- 
ponent was equally remarkable for taking up theories on insuffi- 
cient warrant, for rejecting them with arbitrary caprice, and for 
unrelenting animosity to all that dissented, though but impli- 
citly, from his indecisive conclusions.* Difference of opinion, 
however unobtrusive, was, indeed, a thing which Mr. Bentley 
was unable to abide. It is well known how many of his vaga- 
ries dissolved, one after another, before the scholarly research of 
his unintentional rival ; and, in measure as they dissolved, his 
wrath only grew the more vehement. In a volume which was 
written shortly before his death, he finally attempted to make 
good against Colebrooke a foolish fable that he had been the 
victim of a gross deception. A spurious Brahma-siddhanta had 
been passed upon his willing credulity. Small pains was re- 
quired to disprove this silly fiction ; but, in reprisal, the gener- 
ally imperturbable Colebrooke was moved to prefer a counter- 
charge. Its grounds I propose here briefly to examine. 

“I might retort on Mr. Bentley,” says Colebrooke, “that the 
A'ryasiddl>&nta, described, by him, in the third section of the sec- 
ond part of his posthumous work, is not improbably a fabrication. 
Ho one but himself has yet seen it : the manuscript of it is not 


* Since writing the above, I perceive that I have in a manner iterated the 
very sentiments ami language of Colebrooke, who says : “ Mr. Bentlev was as his 
writings evince, a good hater. He bore animosity to me, and to every one who 
"P’- b adopt Ills opinions concerning Hindu astronomy, nor Mincede to 

the authority of his conclusions respecting it.” J 
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forthcoming : he did not understand Sanskrit, and therefore he 
was very liable to imposition : his notions, not to say prejudices, 
were well known to the natives who attended him : and he was 
as likely as his friend Col. Wilford, to have fabrications imposed 
upon him* According to the quotations of authors, A'rya- 
shtalca and Das’agitika were the titles of A'rya Bhatta’s works, 
and not A'rya-siddhanta. It is, in all likelihood, pseudonymous.” 

Mr. Colebrooke had previously said : “ A'rya Bhatta was au- 
thor of the A'ryashtas'ata (800 couplets) and Das' ai/itika (ten 
stanzas), known by the numerous quotations of Brahmagupta, 
Bhatta Utpala, and others, who cite both under these respective 
titles. The Laghu-aryasiddhanta , as a work of the same author, 
and, perhaps, one of those above mentioned, is several times 
quoted by Bhaskara’s commentator, Munfs'wara.” Algebra, etc., 
Note G ; or Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 467. 

Two copies of the A'rya-siddhanta ,f both imperfect and very 
incorrect, have come into my possession. This treatise is in- 
eighteen chapters; and I more than suspect it to be the same 
composition which Mr. Bentley also had seen in a mutilated form. 
I shall proceed to verify it by a few extracts, professedly from 
A'rya Bhatta, which occur in the writings of various mathemat- 
ical commentators. And first among these extracts I place those 
that were known to Colebrooke, though he was uninformed as 
to the particular work whence they were derived. 

9t( oUl IH sTOKifiUSiW ut ^TWI 

A'rya siddhanta, kxhetra-vyavahara chapter. 

“ The following rule for finding the arc is cited, by Ganes'a, 
from A'rya Bhatta : ' Six times the square of the arrow being 
added to the square of the chord, the square-root of the sum is 
the arc.’ ” Algebra, etc., p. 90, second foot-note. 

farfawsw nramrlfSESKsfla rf^ssu^uT i 

A'rya-siddhanta, opening verse. 

“ .... a passage of A'rya Bhatta . . . . : 1 the multifarious 
- doctrine of the planets, arithmetic, the pulverizer ( kuttaka ) and 


* Mr. Bentley had written : “ I think Mr. Colebrooke, like my old friend the late 
Cot Wilford, and perhaps many others, was imposed on by his crafty dependants, 
■who studied his inclinations and his wishes, and, from knowing the bias of his sen- 
timents, were thereby enabled to practice, with security and advantage to them- 
selves, their imposture of forged and interpolated hooks, which they produced for 
him, or put in his way to obtain, as might appear best to answer their purpose.” 
A Historical View of the Hindu Astronomy (Calcutta edition), p. 139, foot-note. 

t In the colophon to one of my copies, the work is called Mahdrya-siddhanta ; 
elsewhere, Maha-siddhant a. In my other copy I find A 'rya-bhatta-siddhanta six 
or seven times, and Maha-siddhanta of A'rya Bhatta thrice. The augmentative 
epithet Mahd precedes the name of A'rya, where he is cited by Ganes'a. But see 
near the end of this article. 
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analysis (by a), and the rest of the science treating of seen* ob' 
jects.’ ” Algebra, etc., p. 112, foot-note. 


jh 


“ The following passage of A'rya Bhatta is cited by Ganes'a 
in his commentary on the Lildvati : ‘ The product of the breadth 
[or length] and thickness, in fingers, being multiplied by the in- 
tended sections, and divided by five hundred and seventy-six, 
the quotient is the ( phala ) superficial measure of the cutting, 
provided the timber be Khadira (Mimosa catechu). If the wood 
be Snparni ( ), S'akaka (Tectona grandis), &c., the 

divisor should be put three hundred and fifty : if the wood be 
Jambu (Eugenia Jamboo), Bija (Citrus medica), Kadamba (Nau- 
clea orientalis and Cadamb), or Amli (Tamarindus Indica), it 
should be twenty less than four hundred. The divisor should 
be two hundred and fifty, if the timber be S' ala, Amra, and Sa- 
rah (Shorea robusta, Mangifera Indica, and Pinus longifolia). 
If it be S'almali (Bombax heptaphyllum), &c., the divisor is 
two hundred. Money is to be paid according to the divisor.’ ” 
Algebra, etc., p. 315, second foot-note : and see ibid., p. 102, 
foot-note. 

Only one of my manuscripts has any portion of these last 
verses ; the first line and a half. There is here a break in my 
copies. 

Colebrooke — Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 392 — translates, in these 
words, from A'rya Bhatta as cited by Prithudaka Swamin : 
“ The sphere of the stars is stationary ; and the earth, making 
a revolution, produces the daily rising and setting of stars and 
planets.” Subjoined is the original, according to Prithudaka; 
but I have not sought out the passage in my MSS. of the A'rya- 
siddhanta. The A' rya-siddhdnta being metrical, this extract 
might go to prove that A'rya, besides his works in verse, wrote 
others in prose ; did we not know that there was a second writer 
so named. Moreover, our A'rya Bhatta argues the fixedness of 
the terrestrial orb. The words are these : 

* ‘‘ Seen, or physical ; as opposed to astrology, which is considered to be convers- 
ant with matters of an unseen and spiritual nature, the inyisible influence which 
connects effects with causes.” 


UieUir fTpt ykf^U tmfJT I 

tmr STirf i 

ailrUc-fJIcJ fS'STHT fT77 ^ 



559 


On the A'rya- Siddhdnta. 

lcg« 9|[H<cCfychl J^aUrWifl HWJI<ufa I 

Again, Colebrooke — Miscellaneous Essays, ii. 378, foot-note — • 
quotes, through Munfs'wara, from A'rya Bhatta’s A'ryashtas'ata. 
I do not find the quotation in the A'rya-siddhanta. That this 
treatise bore the second title of A'ryashtas'ata is, as Colebrooke 
suggests, not impossible. My less defective copy of the A'rya- 
siddhanta, which contains five hundred and sixty-two stanzas, 
has omissions indicated at several points. Of their extent I can, 
of course, say nothing. 

The passage referred to, by Mr. Bentley, at p. 126 of his 
“ Historical View,” as being in the fifteenth section of the A'rya- 
siddhanta , really occurs there. Further, I have traced to their 
places in the A'rya-siddhanta parts or wholes of three couplets* 
adduced in Munis' wara’s Manchi, a commentary on the Siddhan- 
ta-s'iromani, as from the Laghu-arya-bhatta-siddhanta ; and two 
coupletsf as given in the same writer’s gloss on the Lildvati, and 
there credited to A'rya by name. I have not had the same suc- 
cess as touching a coupletf vouched by Bhatta Utpala, in his 
annotations on the Varahi-sanhita, chapter xvii, and attributed, 
by him, to A'charya A'rya Bhatta. 

Mr. Bentley’s MS. of the A'rya-siddhanta, as by him described, 
corresponds punctually, in the way of hiatuses, with one of my 
own copies. 

The mathematician Ganes'a, as before observed, in making an 
extract from the A'rya-siddhanta, qualifies its author’s name by 
the prefix of Mahd. This may, or it may not, have been de- 
signed as equivalent to Vriddha. On the first hypothesis, it was, 
perhaps, an oversight; unless A'rya Bhatta reproduced, in some 
more mature treatise, still to emerge, the very words which he 
had employed in an earlier performance : but there is no neces- 
sity for surmising that he may have done so. For, as reference 
is made in the A'rya-siddhanta to Vriddha A'rya Bhatta, there 
should seem to have been two writers called A'rya Bhatta. Se- 
nescence not preceding youth, the term Vriddha, when used of an 
author, must be susceptible of the same extension of import to 
which it is subject when applied to homonymous kings. Not to 
repeat myself on the verbal nicety here adverted to, I remit the 
reader to my preface to the Vdsavudatta of Subandhu, pp. 49, 50, 
in the Bibliotheca Indica of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Our 
A'rya-siddhanta had, for its writer, A'rya Bhatta Junior. 

Troy, N. Y., TJ. S. A, March 1, I860. 


* Beginning, severally, SieW UUT^kTi, and cUUHIdilriU T dt . 

t Which commence with rTST-Jdcfa and respectively, 

t Its first words are gXIT. tTOTRT. 
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Additional Note on Aryabhatta and his Writings, 

BY THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION. 

Mr. Hall has conclusively shown, in the foregoing article, that the 
work described by Bentley, under the title of Arya-Siddhanta, is not, 
as suggested by Colebrooke, a modern imposture ; but that, on the 
contrary, it had been quoted by Colebrooke himself, at second hand, as 
by Aryabhatta, and is, by citations and references in the works of later 
Hindu astronomical writers, sufficiently attested as being, in their opin- 
ion, truly ascribable to that ancient and famous authority. He has farther 
made it at least a probable supposition that the treatise in question is, in 
conformity with Colebrooke’s earlier conjecture, to be identified with that 
so often credited to Aryabhatta by the name of Aryashtacata. Now on 
comparing the data furnished us from it by Bentley with the sketch of 
Aryabhatta’s system given by Colebrooke (As. Res., xii. 248 ; Essays, ii. 
414), npon the authority of Brahmagupta and his commentator, it will be 
seen that the two are quite discordant with one another ; so much so 
as to render it unlikely that both should be productions of the same 
teacher. But the reader of Bentley will also notice that the latter 
speaks of another Arya-Siddhanta, which he denounces as “ spurious,” 
proving it in detail, very much to his own satisfaction, to be a mere 
modern manufacture, although it lays claim to the title of Laghu-Arya- 
Siddhanta. The futility of the arguments with which he assails its 
authenticity is, however, in part palpable at first sight, in part evident 
upon a slight examination, nor is his opinion upon the matter of a straw’s 
weight as authority. On the contrary, the peculiarities which, according 
to his statements, distinguish the work, are such as attract to it at once 
a high degree of interest, as one which, in some important particulars, 
is unlike all the other Hindu astronomical treatises of which we have 
thus far any account. This interest is increased, as we note that its doc- 
trines agree, so far as we can compare them, with those attributed to 
Aryabhatta by Brahmagupta. Again, the number of civil days stated 
by it to compose a Great Age ( mah&yuga ), of 4,320,000 years, and so 
its valuation of the sidereal solar year, agree with those which Warren 
(Kala Sankalita, pp. ’7, VO) states to be adopted through a great part 
of Southern India, “ upon the authority of the Arya-Siddhanta.” It 
seemed to us, then, not undesirable to add, if possible, to Mr. Hall’s paper 
upon Aryabhatta and his works, some more particular information re- 
specting this other Arya-Siddhanta, and especially in view of the sug- 
gestion, finally thrown out by Mr. Hall, that there may have been more 
than one astronomical author of the name. And having observed, in 
Weber’s Catalogue of the Berlin Sanskrit Manuscripts (No. 834, p. 232), 
that the Berlin Libraiy contained a treatise which purported to be a 
commentary on Aryabhatta’s l)a§agitika, we took the liberty of beg- 
ging from the distinguished author of the Catalogue some notices from 
this manuscript. In reply to our application, he has, with the most 
obliging kindness, copied for us the whole work, so that we are able to 
present here a full sketch of its character, and to settle many of the 
questions which had presented themselves to our minds in connection 
with the subject in hand. 



561 


Note on the Laghu-Arya-Siddhdnta. 

The treatise is a brief one, containing only about ISO stanzas. It is 
divided into four chapters, called padas, of which the third is, in its sig- 
nature, called the “ fourth,” so that we may perhaps have only a frag- 
ment before us. It is certainly imperfect at its commencement, as the 
first leaf, and a little more, of the present MS. contains the calculation 
of an ahargana , or “ sum of days,” which has nothing whatever to do 
with the work itself: the first verse given of the latter is numbered 6. 
There are, however, five verses interposed between padas three and 
four, and numbered independently, which may possibly be those which 
are missiDg at the beginning, and the name given to the divisions of the 
work is at least strongly indicative of only a fourfold division of it : nor 
does it appear, from the general scheme of contents, that any indispens- 
able part of a summary astronomical treatise is wanting. Unfortunately, 
the text is very badly corrupted and incorrect, so that, after the rather 
hasty study which we have as yet been able to give it, much remains 
obscure to us in its contents. It most unequivocally lays claim to being 
a commentary on the Dacagitika of Aryabhata ; the latter, and no 
other authority, is repeatedly spoken of in its verses, and its concluding 
stanza is as follows (with some emendations) : 


ub iTTn^Vai^rf zfrrj 



“ Bhhta-Vishnu (?) hath thus comprehensively explained — having 
learned it by the favor of his teacher — the Da§agiti text-book, of very 
obscure meaning, formerly promulgated by Bhatta.” 

There can be no manner of doubt, now, in the first place, that the 
text of which this work is a metrical paraphrase is that described by 
Bentley as the Laghu-Arya-Siddhanta. In nearly every particular re- 
ferred to by Bentley, it agrees with his authority. The numbers of 
revolutions of the planets — the order in which the latter are constantly 
named — the commencing of the present JEon ( kolpa ) with Thursday, 
and so that of the last Great Age ( mahayuga ) with Wednesday, and 
the current Iron Age ( kali yuga) with Friday — the number of years 
reckoned as elapsed since the beginning of the AEon, with that of the 
days contained in them — the statement of the positions of the apsides 
and nodes of the planets directly* — the ratio of the diameter to the 

* Tha positions assigned by the treatise to the apsides and nodes are as follows : 


Sun, 

25 l 8 ° 



Mercury, 

7 s 

08 

20 ° 

V enus, 

as 20 ° 

2 s 

o° 

Mara, 

3s 28 ° 

IB 

IO 6 

Jupiter, 

5 s 20 ° 

2 S 

3o° 

Saturn, 

75 26 °' 

38 

IO° 


Bentley (p. 182) says that "the positions of the aphelia .... are computed from 
the numbers given in the genuine Arya-Siddh&nta. - ’ The latter we have given 
above (under i. 41-44 of the Sdrya-Siddharrta) : it will be seen, on comparing the 
two statements, that Bentley's assertion is by no means strictly true ; and moreover, 
that the data of the Laghu-Arya-SiddbSnta confirm the suspicion there expressed 
by us, that, in the case of Venus and Saturn, Bentley’s manuscript, or bis report of 
it, is in error. The positions of the nodes, on the other hand, are precisely accord- 
ant, to degrees, in the two treatises. 
vol. vi. 72 
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circumference of the circle — the diameters of the earth, sun, and moon 
(those of the other planets we have not yet succeeded in tracing out), 
and the “ orbit of the wind ” — are all here, as Bentley gives them. The 
passage cited by Bentley as referring to the Brahma-Siddhanta and to 
Brahmagupta is not, of course, to be found : on internal grounds, more- 
over, we should regard at present as very questionable its authenticity, 
as part of the treatise in question. 

We will now proceed to inquire how far the doctrines of our treatise 
correspond with what has elsewhere been handed down as taught by 
Aryabhatta. The peculiar division of the Great Age ( mahayuga ) and 
constitution of the dion ( kalpa ), described by Brahmagupta (see Cole- 
brooke, as above) as Aryabhatta’s, are here given. The treatise begins 
the Hion with sunrise at Lanka, a tenet which distinguished the school 
of Aryabhatta from that of Puli§a (see Colebrooke, as above : also Es- 
says, ii. 427, et al.). It affirms the revolution of the earth on its axis, 
and the non-reality of the apparent daily motion of the stars, compar- 
ing this to the effect of riding in a chariot, when fixed objects seem to 
be moving in a direction contrary to that in which the chariot is pro- 
ceeding (see the reference to this point in Mr. Hall’s paper). It de- 
clares the moon, planets, and stars to he naturally dark, and only illu- 
minated upon the side which is turned toward the sun (see Colebrooke, 
Hind. Alg., NoteG; Essays, ii. 467). The variability of dimensions 
of the epicycles of the planets is recognized, although the agreement 
between this treatise and the Surya-Siddhhnta herein is not so close as 
Colebrooke (As. Res., xii. 236 ; Essays, ii. 401) seems to have understood 
it to be : perhaps Colebrooke’s reference here belongs rather to the 
other Arya-Siddhanta. The passage repeated by Colebrooke (Hind. 
Alg., Note I ; Essays, ii. 473) from Bhatta-utpala on Varaba-mibira 
is almost precisely represented by the first verse of our third pada : 
its evidence, however, is of little account, as it relates to a matter so 
general that it might occur in nearly equivalent terms in almost any 
treatise ; Colebrooke is mistaken in attributing to it any necessary 
connection with the doctrine of the precession : the position of the 
equinoxes would be described by a Hindu astronomer as in the first of 
Aries and of Libra, whatever his theory respecting the important fact 
of their movement along the ecliptic. The doctrine respecting the pre- 
cession attributed to Aryabhatta by Munigvara and others (see Cole- 
brooke, As. Res., xii. 213 ; Essays, ii. 378, et al.) — namely, that the equi- 
noctial points librate 578,159 times in an Hion (kalpa) through an arc 
of 48° — appears from Bentley (Hind. Ast., p. 140 etc.) to belong to 
the more extended treatise, and not to the Laghu-Arya-Siddhanta. In 
connection with the latter, Bentley makes no mention of the precession, 
nor have we as yet succeeded in discovering anything about it in our 
treatise, although we would not venture to say with entire confidence 
that it is not there. It seems, then, altogether probable that Cole- 
brooke’s suggestion (as above) is well-founded, to the effect that the 
libration of the equinoxes may be taught in the Aryashtacata, and not 
in the Da$agitika, although we cannot regard as of force the particular 
reason he assigns for it, since the equinoxes are by no means likely to 
have been treated as nodes by the early astronomers. A scholiast upon 
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the VaraLa-Sanhita ascribes to Aryabhatta (Colebrooke, As. Res., xii. 
244; Essays, ii. 410) the determination of Jupiter’s revolutions in a 
Great Age ( mah&yuga ) as 364,224 ; this is the number given in our 
treatise, and in Bentley’s Laghu-Arya-Siddhanta ; that found in his 
Arya-Siddhanta is 364,219.682. 

The agreement of the value of the sidereal solar year derivable from 
the work in our hands with that adopted in a part of Southern India 
as upon the authority of the Arya-Siddhanta has already been noticed 
above. The value assigned to the same period by Bentley’s Arya-Sid- 
dhanta is slightly different (see above, p. 168). 

Finally, we learn from an essay published by AVkish, in the Transac- 
tions of the Literary Society of Madras for 1827 (and reproduced, in 
the main, by Jacquet, in the Journal Asiatique for August, 1835 : we 
cite it from the latter, not having access to the original article), that 
Aryabhatta had devised a certain peculiar method of representing num- 
bers by means of the letters of the Sanskrit alphabet*, a method which 
the essayist goes on fully to expose and illustrate. He states it to be 
derived by him from a mathematical work, named, after its author, the 
Aryabhattiya, and containing 123 stanzas, divided into 4 chapters. 
This method of notation appears in the treatise which wo are consider- 
ing. The five verses referred to above as interposed between its third 
and fourth chapters give an exposition of the system, and, in the follow- 
ing chapter, the numerical data, such as the numbers of revolutions of 
the planets, are given first in this form of notation, and then in the 
usual method. Moreover, after the signature of the work, the numbers 
of revolutions of the planets, including the moon’s apsis and node, are 
once more given in Aryabhatta’s peculiar notation: yet, as. might be 
expected, notwithstanding this repetition, it would be impossible to re- 
store, from the- manuscript alone, the true forms of these brief algebraic 
expressions. Thus, for instance, for which expresses 4,320,000, 
the number of the sun’s revolutions in a Great Age, the manuscript 
offers the first time WfW, and the second ; and others are yet 
worse corrupted. The question suggests itself, whether Whish’s Arya- 
bhattiya is the same work with t' T A - T ghu- Arya-Sid- 
dhanta, or whether it is one of the u ■ works of the 


* M. Reinaud (Memoire sur l’lnde, p. 299 etc.) derives from this fact the alto- 
gether mistaken inference that, at the time of Aryabhatta, the Hindus had not yet 
invented their system of signs employed in decimal notation. He farther notes the 
fact that the works of Brahmagupta and other later authors do not imply the 
use of such figures ; although we do not understand hipa as holding that, at 
their period also, these were not known and used in India. He can have had, 
however, but a very imperfect apprehension, if any, of the exceeding pertinacity 
and circumspection with which, in certain departments, the fiction of an entirely 
memorized and orally transmitted literature is kept up in India, all allusion to 
written texts, characters, or figures being rigorously excluded. We doubt wheth- 
er it might not fairly be inferred from the whole early astronomical literature, but 
for external evidence and the argumentum ex impossibili, that the Hindus of its 
period could neither write nor cypher. An eminent Indianist (Prof. Max Muller, 
in his History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 500 etc.) has, from similar evi- 
dence, drawn a like conclusion with respect to the later Vedic period; but, as we 
cannot but believe, with equal fallacy. 
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same author which Colebrooke (Hind. Alg., p. v; Essays, ii. 422) com- 
plains that he had diligently sought after in vain. From the manner 
in which Whish speaks of it, we should he inclined to draw the lat- 
ter conclusion, although nevertheless not regarding the other as inad- 
missible. In either case, the discovery of this curious invention of 
Aryabhatta’s in the work now under consideration is an additional proof 
of no slight force and value that it really represents the teachings of its 
alleged author. 

We regard it, then, as established beyond all reasonable doubt that 
Bentley’s Laghu-Arya-Siddh&nta is the same with the work called the 
Dagagitikfi, attributed to Aryabhatta, and containing, of the doctrines 
ascribed to its reputed author by later Hindu authorities, as far back as 
Brahmagupta, the larger and the more characteristic and interesting 
portion. The other Arya-Siddhanta, judging it from the account given 
of it by Bentley, appears to be, in comparison with this, a quite ordi- 
nary astronomical treatise, representing the general Hindu system with 
unimportant modifications. Of special resemblances or connections 
between the two, such as should lead independently to the suspicion 
that both might come from the same hand, we have been able to dis- 
cover none. Yet it seems clear that Brahmagupta and others have 
treated them as works of the same author, and have founded, upon their 
discordances a charge of inconsistency agaiust Aryabhatta. That the 
application, by so late an authority as Ganeca and by the scribes of 
manuscripts, of the equivocal title Maha to the Arya-Siddhanta and its 
author, implies any distinct recognition on their part of the existence of 
more than one astronomer of the name, does not appear to us alto- 
gether certain. Yet we cannot refrain from joining with Mr. Hall in 
the belief that the AryadS iddh&nta, even if rightly ascribed to Arya- 
bhatta, is the work of another and a more modern hand than that 
which wrote the other treatise. If both treatises were so much older 
than Brahmagupta that in his time the memory of their distinct origin 
could have become dimmed or obliterated, this is an important testi- 
mony to their common antiquity. It must be a matter of much inter- 
est to deduce the true relation subsisting between the two ; and then, 
farther, to determine whether the Laghu- Arya-Siddhanta was composed 
before the final settling down of the general Hindu astronomical system 
into the form it has ever since worn, or whether its author had the 
boldness and independence to deviate from that system after its estab- 
lishment. Nor do we think the study of any other treatise gives fairer 
prospect of throwing valuable light upon the early history of the Hindu 
astronomy, than that of Bentley’s “ spurious Arya-Siddhanta,” or the 
Pasagitikfi .of Aryabhatta. " W. d, w. 
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I. Inverted Construction of Modern Armenian. 

BY REV. ELIAS RIGGS, D.D. 


Presented to the Society May 20, 1857. 


One of the most note-worthy phenomena of language which have 
come under my observation is the inverted construction of sentences in 
the Modem Armenian language. Essentially the same prevails in Turk- 
ish. What is specially worthy of notice in Armenian is, that the con- 
struction of the ancient language is almost the reverse of that of the 
modem ; and that, notwithstanding the fact that the ancient dialect has 
been, up to the present century, the exclusive language of books, and 
continues still to be preferred by many Armenian scholars as the lan- 
guage of scientific works and of epistolary correspondence. 

A striking illustration of the feature to which I allude is furnished 
by many passages in the Old Testament, where the order of words i% 
the Ancient Armenian version is precisely the same with that of the 
Hebrew original, while the translation into the present spoken Armenian 
can be written directly under the Hebrew sentence, commencing at the 
left under its last word, following word for word the inverted order of 
the original, and ending at the right under the first word of the Hebrew * 
sentence. » 

This inversion is not, like that of classical Greek and Latin, a matter 
of emphasis or euphony, but enters into the structure of the language, 
and is an essential feature of its syntax. I will endeavor to ilustrate it 
in a few particulars. 

1. All the words which correspond with our prepositions (excepting 
one or two, occasionally borrowed from Ancient Aimenian) are postposi- 
tions. Thus, instead of ‘ concerning it,’ the Modem Armenian says ‘ it 
concerning;’ instead of ‘in the house,’ ‘the house in;’ and that, not 
merely in the case of syllables suffixed to form the oblique cases of 
nouns, but also in the case of separate words. 

2. The particle which corresponds to our definite article is a suffixed 
letter. In this the Armenian agrees with some other dialects, both an- 
cient and modem, as the Danish and Albanian in' Europe, and the 
Chaldee and Syriac in Asia. Thus doom, is ‘ house,’ doonu ‘ the house 
genitive dan, emphatic form danu ; ddnu vrayov, ‘ concerning the house.’ 
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3. The noun or pronoun expressing the object of an action precedes 
the verb by which it is governed : e. g., ‘ They him rejected ‘ God the 
earth created.’ 

4. In like manner, the noun or adjective which forms the predicate 
of a simple proposition is placed between the subject and the verb : 
e. g., ‘ He kind was ‘ 1 a man am.’ 

5. Most remarkable of all is that the circumstances of time, place, 
order, and frequently also of manner, means, and instrument, are placed 
at the beginning of a sentence. Thus, instead of saying, as in English, 
“ A Greek, in consequence of a quarrel originating in the use of wine, 
killed an Egyptian yesterday with a pistol in one of the streets of this 
city,” an Armenian would say, “Yesterday — of this city — of the streets 
— one — in — of wine — the use — in — originating — of a quarrel — in con- 
sequence — with a pistol — a Greek — an Egyptian — killed or, “ a Greek, 
with a pistol, an Egyptian killed.” 

To sum up the above particulars — a complex sentence in Modem Ar- 
menian generally gathers up first all the circumstances of an action, as 
time, place, and order, frequently also of manner, means, and instru- 
ment (although these admit of more latitude in their collocation) ; then 
follows the subject, with its attributes ; then the object with its attri- 
butes ; and last of all the verb. The last verse of the 'Hook of Leviticus 
in English reads thus: “These are the commandments which the Lord 
commanded Moses for the children of Israel in Mount Sinai.” In Mod- 
ern Armenian, the first, word of this sentence is ‘Sinai,’ the second 
‘mount,’ the third ‘in,’ the fourth ‘of Israel,’ the fifth ‘the children,’ 
and the sixth ‘ for,’ being exactly the reverse of the order in English! 
The rest reads ‘ of the Lord — to Moses — the commanded command- 
ments — these are.’ In the Ancient Armenian version, the order of the 
words of this sentence is precisely the same as in English. 

This remarkable change in the structure of sentences in Armenian is 
unquestionably to be attributed to the influence of the prevailing lan- 
guage of the country — the Turkish, in which the inverted order seems 
to be idiomatic and natural. The dialect spoken by the Armenians in 
Persia and India approaches much more nearly to the style and idiom 
of their ancient tongue. 


n. un Dr. S. W. Williams’s Chinese Dictionary. 

BT REV. WILLIAM A. MACT. 


Presented to the Society May 18, 1859. 


A number of copies of the Tonic Dictionary of the Chinese Lanquaae 
in the Canton Dialect, by Dr. S. Wells Williams, are for sale at the 
rooms of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
at 33 Pemberton Square, Boston ; and as the work will be unknown to 
most of the scholars and literary institutions of the United States a brief 
account of its character and merits may not be out of place arnono' your 
literary notices. & - 
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The boot is the production of one of the missionaries of the Ameri- 
can Board, who at the time of its publication had been twenty-three 
years in China, and who is well known as not only a sinologue, but a 
Japanese scholar, and a naturalist. His introduction to the public, 
through his contributions to the “Chinese Chrestomathy” published by 
Dr. E. C. Bridgman, through the “Easy Lessons in Chinese,” the “Eng- 
lish and Chinese Vocabulary,” and the “ Middle Kingdom,” gave assur- 
ance that a work such as this now under notice would be marked by 
accuracy, research, and availability. This assurance has been fully real- 
ized, and in the small, portable manual, whose appearance so contrasts 
with the bulky volumes which aie constantly associated with |pe study 
of Chinese, we have not only the riiost convenient, but- the most valuable 
aid yet furnished for the attainment of the Chinese language. 

The student of Chinese is now quite liberally furnished with helps, 
in the form of grammars, translations, ehrestomathies, and dictionaries. 
It is with these last only that we shall now have to deal, in order to 
appreciate the value of the work of Dr. Williams. 

The Chinese themselves have given much attention to lexicography, 
and have investigated the composition, meaning, and use of the words 
of their language in a very complete manner. In the Chinese Reposi- 
tory, xvii. 433-459, may be found a list of 218 separate works collected 
in the Imperial Library at Pekin. Of these, however, but few are ever 
consulted by the foreign student, and for general purposes probably 
not over four or five are worthy of mention. And among these, two 
have a decided preeminence ; these are K'ang hi tsz tien, or the Dic- 
tionary compiled by Order of Kanghi, generally bound in 32 or 40 
volumes, and P’ei wan yuen fix, or the Thesaurus of the Chinese Lan- 
guage, with the same arrangement as the preceding, but with copious 
illustrations from all Chinese classical literature : a notice of this work, 
as w-ell as of a proposed translation, may be found in the Chinese Re- 
pository, xii. 300 etc. 

It is needless to say that the benefit of any native dictionaries is con- 
fined to the advanced scholar, and cannot be felt by the beginner. 

. Of dictionaries by foreigners, besides several small vocabularies, very 
limited in their range, and generally very hard to obtain, there have 
been published six in the general language, and two in local dialects. 

1. The large folio known as the Dictionary of De Guignes, with a 
supplement by M. Klaproth. This very bulky w r ork was published in 
France, under the patronage of Napoleon I., and contains definitions 
in both French and Latin. It is not without value, though it w r as soon 
superseded by the more complete w«rk of 

2. Dr. Morrison. This monument of his industry, patience, and 
learning is contained in six quarto volumes. Three are devoted to the 
arrangement under the radicals, according to the system of Kanghi. 
The first of these is exceedingly full, containing, besides the matter ap- 
propriate to a dictionary, many translations and essays illustrative and 
explanatory. The fourth contains a selection of characters arranged 
alphabetically. This is the most useful portion of the work. The rest 
is taken up with indexes and an imperfect English-Chinese part. Dr. 
Morrison’s claims to the grateful acknowledgments of posterity may be 
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best stated by saying that with his help have been trained all the schol- 
ars who in this land have as yet extended the bounds of our knowledge 
in this tongue. His dictionary has been the common fountain to which 
all have as yet resorted to obtain the knowledge they desired. Still his 
work was not perfect, and when the impression became nearly exhaust- 
ed, there was a double call for some farther efforts in this path which 
he so successfully travelled. 

3. Dr. Medhurst published at Batavia a translation of Kanghi’s Dic- 
tionary, in two volumes. This work was reasonable in price and not 
inconvenient in form, and on the whole has been a great assistance to 
many students, though not free from serious errors. 

4. M. Callery, a French missionary, published a compendious vocab- 
ulary, arranged on a new principle, the definitions in Latin, and the 
whole designed rather as an introduction to the large Encyclopedia 
which he undertook to publish, a translation of the Thesaurus men- 
tioned above. This work is scarce and has been but little used. 

5. Gonsalves, a Portuguese priest and professor in the College of St. 
Joseph, at Macao, published a dictionary in Chinese-Portugnese, and 
one in Chinese-Latin, with the corresponding parts in Port.-Ch. and 
Lat.-Ch. These works are valuable and erudite. But the language of 
the former is so little known as to interfere much with its use ; and he 
created a new difficulty by rearranging the radicals of Kanghi on a plan 
of his own. But little use is made of any of his labors. 

Besides these, there is a Dictionary of the Fuh-kien dialect, by Dr. 
Medhurst, of little value, and a small vocabulary of the Tie-chiu dialect, 
bv the Rev. Mr. Goddard, which contains only very brief definitions, 
without any phrases or examples. 

This was the state of things when, in 1849, Mr. Williams began a 
translation of a small manual of the Canton dialect, of which he gives 
an account in his introduction. The design was at first only to produce 
a vocabulary, of perhaps 200 or 300 pages. But after proceeding as 
far as the syllable Fa, the materials on hand, and the evident desirable- 
ness of a more complete work led him to enlarge his plans in such a 
way as to produce a book of 900 pages, the first 40 pages having been 
rewritten so as to make 72 pages as published. The work was extend- 
ed through more than seven years, partly on account of the author’s 
absence in the American expedition to Japan under Com. Perry, partly 
because it was only a secondary occupation for a part of the time. 

It was originally undertaken as a direct help to those speaking the 
Canton dialect, and the sounds of the characters are therefore con- 
formed to that local pronunciation. * The gain to the students of that 
dialect is so great as to outweigh all objections from the limited use of 
those sounds, especially as in the case of every dialect the difficulty 
from the use of the sounds of even the general language is just as great 

This dictionary was by no means deprived of any advantage which 
P. Gonsalves threw away, when he refused even to look at the work of 
another. It professes to have gathered all that is really valuable in all 
the five works above mentioned, and from whatever has been written 
on points of lexicography that was within the author’s reach. As com- 
pared with the works of De Guignes and Morrison, Dr. Williams had 
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the aid of forty years’ study of the Chinese, both in Europe and in China, 
the contributions of many practical scholars embodied in a variety of 
works. The very necessities of the case would have compelled an ad- 
vance and an improvement. But besides this, he brought his own 
acquaintance of twenty years with the language, and his wide range of 
general knowledge. Thus, in addition to the combined treasures of his 
predecessors, we have new stores of definition and illustration, and in 
particular an unrivalled accuracy in the case of terms of geography, 
history, and natural science. Where previous writers had to content 
themselves with saying, a river, a tree, a fish, or an insect, Dr. Williams 
has labored to fix upon the exact place, locality, and individual; or on the 
true technical name in every case. A cursory comparison of his work 
with others will show at least what he has attempted. 

The size of his work will probably not prepare those who have been 
used to the dignified portliness of De Guignes and Morrison for the 
statement that no other dictionary is so full in its definitions, and this 
not only in the abundance of synonymous expressions, but also in the 
shades and changes of meaning. In this particular it is much in 
advanee of any other. In the selection of phrases, the most important 
portion of a Chinese lexicon, it is also far in advance of any other simi- 
lar work, drawing its examples from the classics, from ordinary styles of 
composition, from proverbial expressions, and from colloquial usage. 
It is to be regretted that the want of a suitable font of type should have 
prevented the insertion of all the Chinese characters, the fixing of 
which is often very difficult. Bui notwithstanding this drawback, these 
illustrations are of the highest value to the student, and in the Canton 
dialect the want is scarcely felt. 

The Dictionary contains about 7800 characters, a number which, if it 
does not include all that will be met with in ordinary reading, yet omits 
only a few of unusual occurrence, the meaning of which can in Chinese 
works generally be found in a commentary. Parts of the Dictionary 
having been issued from time to time as printed, and placed in the hands 
of those who daily consulted it, many omitted words were supplied, 
which are inserted in the Appendix. 

The list of proper names, which does not embrace those that have 
become extinct, is useful in China, and may be interesting elsewhere. 

The Index according to radicals has been very carefully prepared, 
and is believed to be very reliable in respect to the radical and number 
of strokes as there given, and as an index to the Dictionary. 

The various information given in the Introduction is also both inter- 
esting and accurate. 

To any one, therefore, who feels attracted to the study of a language 
which, in spite of its traditional difficulties, has not been without at- 
tractions to a large number of European scholars, it may with confi- 
dence be said, that by the use of this little volume many rough places 
will be smoothed, and many an abyss bridged over, aud many fields 
of thought and investigation made accessible. To such a one it may 
be a kindness also to mention that in the Chinese Repository, xviii. 402 
etc., 657 etc., may be found a very full list of works relating to China 
and its language. 
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It must not be inferred from what is said above that Dr. Williams’s 
work is to be regarded as having reached a point in Chinese lexicography 
which virtually precludes future efforts. The original design was not 
to construct a lexicon on scientific principles, and to exhaust the whole 
field thus laid open. Such a plan would have defeated any hopes of an 
immediate 'supply for the existing wants. Accuracy, copiousness, clear- 
ness, definiteness were the ends sought after, and in a very high degree 
secured. But the dictionary which shall embrace all the literature of 
3000 years, in all its well defined divisions — which shall lay hold of the 
original thought contained in every word, and trace it through its 
changes during centuries, and under all the exigencies of a changing 
civilization — which shall do justice to the philosophies of different sects, 
in their original character and in their modified aspects after mutual 
friction and collision — which shall give due weight to historical elements 
which modify and revolutionize language — which shall arrange and ex- 
plain the technology of a crude and often ridiculous science — who can- 
not see that this is not yet a possible thing ! Local dictionaries, special 
lexicons, monographs, essays, translations, and especially new and more 
thorough investigations, must precede even the first inception of such an 
undertaking. If Hebrew, Greek, and Latin are only now just beginning 
to be illustrated in scientific dictionaries, how much more time must be 
given to a language in which only the rudiments have yet been mas- 
tered! In China there is a select number of works which may be com- 
pared with Assyrian inscriptions, for the deep obscurity which en- 
shrouds them ; there are the later classics, on which the Chinese have 
multiplied commentaries beyond number ; there are countless works in 
poetry, in metaphysics, in science, in politics, in history, in religion ; 
there is a style of loftiest conciseness, the acme of literary attainment ; 
there is a conventional style of fine writing, the standard of the exam- 
inations ; there is a style of public documents, a style of simple compo- 
sition adapted to the comprehension of persons of limited education ; a 
style of ordinary life, conversational, colloquial : each of these presents 
words under some new phase. • Each of these styles must be separately 
studied, and from the comparison of all the true idea of every word be 
at last deduced. The lifetime of no man will enable him to compass 
all this labor, and as yet the materials are not prepared for any one by 
collation and comparison even to draw the outline. 

But it is farther true that, while China has been an isolated land in a 
very peculiar sense, it has also been brought into contact with wild 
Tartar tribes by conquest, and with Indian monks through the introduc- 
tion of Buddhism, in such way as to influence the language. The 
knowledge of Mongol, Manchu, and Sanskrit is a neccessary one to the 
successful lexicographer. 

The greater part of what has been done in the way of aiding begin- 
ners in the study of Chinese has been done by missionaries. The very 
employments of these men lead them to undertake certain investiga- 
tions which may contribute to a final result, but their time is too much 
occupied with weighty duties to permit them to be so absorbed in their 
literary employments as to produce perfect works, either in grammar or 
lexicography. 
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It rests, therefore, with those who feel called in the Providence of 
God to literary pursuits, to press into the wide and unexplored fields 
which this venerable language, with its immense literature, presents to 
an earnest explorer. France has long gloried in men whose knowledge 
of Chinese has been both extensive and thorough ; and now, year by 
year, her scholars are making valuable contributions to the general fund 
of human knowledge. 

The citizens of our Republic abroad are happy to see the commence- 
ment of a higher standard of literary attainment in our country. We 
are proud to mention the names of many of our countrymen who are 
known wherever there are scholars : we are proud to hear from men of 
other lands the respectful mention of not a few eminent for science and 
literature. We trust that this number may be continually swelled. The 
pursuit of wealth has drawn down to the merely material too many a 
soul capable of better things. Many an illustrious example has shown 
that even deep poverty is no bar to the pursuit of learning. It will be 
a happy day, when even worldly wisdom shall have charms enough to 
attract men away from all the pleasures of wealth or political honors. 

The new relations of China to the nations of the West seem to de- 
mand that something more should be undertaken, by those who are so 
extensively engaged both in missionary and mercantile operations with 
that land, to cultivate an acquaintance with the language and literature 
of China. The language must be attractive to the philologist and 
the grammarian, while the literature, though meager and feeble in com- 
parison with that of Europe, ancient and modern, is yet vast, and not 
devoid of many elements of attraction to one who loves to trace the 
workings of the human mind under differing conditions of development 
and progress. 

Shanghai, Aug. 28th, 1858. 


III. On the Natural Limits of Ancient Oriental History. 

BT PROF. JAMES MOFFAT, D. D. 

Presented to the Society Oct. 27, 1859. 


The field of Ancient Oriental History has hitherto, so far as I know, 
been treated as if possessed of no natural boundaries in either time or 
place. Conventional limits have been assigned to it, merely because, 
for the convenience of both writer and reader, the Orient must be as- 
sumed to stop somewhere, and the ancient to stop somewhen. « 

Contrary to this prevailing notion, I find an epoch of history most 
properly styled Ancient Oriental, which is by nature singularly circum- 
scribed, both chronologically and ethnologically, as well as by the rela- 
tions and boundaries of its geography. 

That epoch of civilization which flourished between the Deluge and 
the fifth century before Christ was both unique and harmonious in its 
style, and rounded and complete in its duration, passing through a 
natural maturity and decline. 
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The region in which it flourished has well defined natural boundaries : 
on the west, the great African desert, the Mediterranean, Aigean, Hel- 
lespont, Propontis, and Bosphorus ; on the north, the Black Sea, the 
range of the Caucasus, the Caspian Sea, and the deserts of Tartary ; on 
the east, the Ala Tagh mountains, the Hindu Kush and Himalaya range, 
as far as the Sutlej, and thence, the sandy desert on the east of that 
river and of the Indus, to the sea ; and on the south, the Arabian Sea, 
the gulf of Aden, and the southern borders of Abyssinia. It is also sym- 
metrical within itself, all its parts holding such relations as the parts of 
one body hold to that body and to one another. Its central element is a 
broad belt of highlands, running from north-west to south-east, beginning 
on the shores of the iEgean Sea, occupying in its breadth the whole 
peninsula of Asia Minor, and then of Armenia and Mesopotamia, and 
successively extending over Assyria, Persia, Cabul, and Gedrosia, until it 
terminates near the western bank of the Indus. On either side of this 
great belt of hill Country lies a vast plain, bounded externally by the 
valley of a large and navigable river, and partly intersected by two inland 
seas. On the south-eastern side, the plain is that which comprehends the 
deserts of Arabia and the Nile valley, and the two seas which intersect it 
are the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. The north-eastern plain is that 
which contains the deserts of Turkomania, and the seas which intersect 
it are the Caspian and Aral. 

Into each of these plains runs a great and fertilizing system of rivers, 
connecting it with the central highlands. On the south-west, that sys- 
tem consists of the Euphrates and Tigris, with their tributaries, running 
down from the highest group of mountains in the western highlands ; on 
the north-east it is that of the Oxus and Jaxartes, with their tributaries, 
which gather their waters from the highest summits of the eastern high- 
lands. The features of the north-eastern plain face southward, and those 
of the south-western, in view of the same particulars, in the main, face 
northward. 

The whole region is thus at once symmetrical and varied, bound to- 
gether by great natural bands : it is one. 

Both on the east and on the west, its southern side rests upon the val- 
ley of a great river, which feeds a rich belt of arable land through a des- 
ert to the sea. On the east, the Indus— on the west, the Nile, present a 
remarkable similarity in the nature of their course, their magnitude, the 
countries through which they flow, and the antiquity of human history 
connected with them. 

Thus limited by natural boundaries on every side, and symmetrical 
within itself, this happy region was also possessed of great diversity of 
paijs. It comprehends every variety of climate belonging to the tem- 
perate zone, and, with the exception of some mountain tops, and of Ethi- 
opia and southern Arabia, is spared all the extremities which lie beyond 
that zone. 

It is this region which was the oldest historical abode of all three his- 
torical branches of mankind: so far as history knows, it was their prim- 
itive home. Within its bounds they cultivated and ripened their first 
epoch of civilization, and saw its decline. That epoch began with the 
supremacy of the sons of Ham, and for more than fifteen hundred years 
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was under their control. It received a new impulse and loftier purpose 
from the great increase and energy of the sons of Shem, and from the 
religious reformation effected by their means ; and it was both finally 
united, and brought to its close, by the first great empire of the Japhetic 
race. The Hamitic nations, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sidon, were the leaders 
of the epoch, who gave shape and general bearing to its character from 
beginning to end. In the latter part of their history they found reform- 
ers, rivals, and correctives, but not masters, in the Hebrews, Arabians, 
and Assyrians ; and the semi-barbarous Persians, in overrunning and sub- 
duing, contracted only the external gloss of the refinement, which died in 
their grasp. Though the Japhetic race first rose to dominion within that 
region, it was elsewhere that they were destined to unfold a civilization 
proper to themselves. 

In. the history of that epoch are to be found all the varieties of civili- 
zation which have their birth in the material habitation of ' man. All 
that refinement which is consistent with migratory life is illustrated in 
the story of the Hebrew patriarchs ; Egypt carried to the very last re- 
sults the genuine order of agricultural society ; and Sidon, with her col- 
onies, gave the earliest example of the more liberal culture which springs 
from commerce ; while every inferior degree of these styles was -to be 
found scattered among the table lands, the valleys, and the seacoasts of 
that most diversified yet harmonious country. 

Moreover, when we consider its linguistic and ethnological relations — 
the fact that nations outside of its borders refer their origin to it — that 
physiologically they hold relations to those parts of it nearest to them — 
that its languages refer themselves to a common centre, and stand as the 
types of the linguistic systems beyond its bounds — that the language, for 
example, of its central highlands, has thrown out descendants to both 
east and west, which to this day recognize their affinity ; while that of its 
southwestern plain has as clearly perpetuated itself into Africa, as that of 
its northeastern plain opens out to the geographical conditions of the 
Turanian or sporadic groups of the north of Asia and Europe — it seems 
to me that the history of that region and epoch assumes not only a 
roundness and unity, but also a magnitude of importance, hardly equalled 
in any subsequent time. Its historical unity stands out the more promi- 
nently that its prosperity, though the first to flourish and the first to 
fade, has never yet been restored. 

To this epoch of civilization the Persians stood as the Romans to that 
of Hellenic growth. They gave one master to its whole domain. And 
as the decay of the Roman empire was to the Hellenic epoch, so was the 
decay of the Persian to the Oriental. 

But the final blow was given by the campaigns of Alexander. Though 
the head of a great civilized power, and destined to diffuse the civiliza- 
tion of which he was the champion, he came upon the last days of an- 
cient Orientalism as the Goth upon declining Rome. Though Hellenism 
did much good in the east, and was widely diffused, it never took root 
there. The dark ages of the Oriental world, so far . as pertains to the 
original seat of its refinement, have seen no dawn ; the learning of its 
antiquity no revival. 
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From looking at the subject in the light thus briefly indicated, and it 
is not necessary to detain the Society with more, I am impressed with 
the conviction that Ancient Oriental history has yet to be written.. The 
very conception of its unity — or of the fact that it has such intrinsic and 
proper unity — has not appeared in any work that I have seen. 

Princeton, If. J., Feb, 1859. 


IT. Extracts from Correspondence. 

1. From, a letter of Rev. Justin PerTcins , 2). 2)., of Orumiah. 

Oroomiah, July 9th, 1861. 

. . . . M. JabA, the Russian Consul at Erzroom, showed our friend a 
manuscript Dictionary in French, Turkish, and Koordish, which he had 
prepared by the direction of his Government, and which is soon to be 
published at St. Petersburg. Also, a Grammar, Chrestomathy, and Dia- 
logues, in the same languages. The Koordish is that spoken in the 
region of Van and Bayazeed. You are aware that the dialects of 
Koordish are very numerous. The Rev. Samuel A. Rhea, our esteemed 
missionary in Koordistan, is paying some attention to the Hakkary 

Koordish, spoken in the region of his residence 

We have sometimes speculated on the etymology of the name of our 

province, Oroomiah. It may be, I think, composed of 2X9 2 ‘ land,’ 

tr J* ^ 

and 2J»®W9 ‘ Rome i. e., ‘ land of the Romans,’ or belonging to Rome 

under the Byzantine rule — the' same in fact as Erzroom, except that the 
latter takes the Arabic prefix, instead of the Syriac. The Nestorians 
say that it means ‘ land of water,’ i. e., ‘ well-watered district,’ from 

2X9 2 and 2*50 : this accords well with the actual state of the coun- 

I * 

try. . . . 


2. From a letter of Prof. C. J. Tomherg , of the XJ niversity of Lund.. 

Lund, Sweden, July 19th, 1857. 

.... You will perhaps be interested to learn that I am now preparing 
three new volumes (viii-x) of Ibn el-Athir, so that almost the half,, and 
the more interesting half, of the great chronicle (the years 295-628 
of the Hejira) will be in the hands of the learned world. A stay at 
Paris during the past year has placed me in possession of materials, not 
only for this new portion, but also for the revision of the text already pub- 
lished. A Latin version will accompany the whole. I hope that a vol- 
ume may be ready to appear during the course of next year. If life and 
health are granted me, it is my design to take up the first sections also of 
this important work. I regard this labor as one of the problems of my 
life. ... 
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3. From a Utter of R&ja Radhakanta Leva Bahadur , of Calcutta. 

Calcutta, August 21st, 1858. 

.... I avail myself of this opportunity to express my high sense of 
the importance of the objects of the Society, and my admiration for the 
zealous and indefatigable exertions of your learned men, in surmounting 
the difficulties incident to a young nation, which lie in the way of many 
interesting researches into the antiquities of the East. 

The Society, in conducting its investigations in the various and exten- 
sive subjects of its study, has justly made Egypt and India the choicest 
fields of its inquiry : the love of knowledge for its own sake is alone 
sufficient to excite a rational curiosity to examine the ancient monuments 
of Hindu learning, which have now formed an absorbing subject of study 
amongst the savants of Europe. 

The comprehensive language of ancient India, which has been demon- 
strated to be the primeval stock of more than two-thirds of the tongues 
of the civilized world, and the study of which has formed a new era in 
philology ; her inexhaustible literature, which supplies a rich fund of in- 
tellectual entertainment ; her profound and diversified philosophy, which 
displays at once the source and the fullest developments of the Dialectics 
of Aristotle, the Atomic theory of Democritus, the Stoical doctrine of 
Zeno, the Metempsychosis of Pythagoras, and the bold flights of Plato’s 
fancy ; her science, which contains all the wisdom of the ancients, and 
the germs of many modern discoveries ; her arts, fair specimens of which 
attract the traveller in the temples of Ellora and Adjunta ; her varied 
forms of religion ; her extensive legislation, and her commerce with re- 
mote nations of antiquity — all form engrossing topics for the Society’s 
research, and although much light has been thrown on them by the en- 
thusiastic and persevering efforts of European scholars, yet much remains 
to be learned and examined : the surface of the mine has only been 
skimmed over, the profound depths yet lie unexplored : the youthful 
vigor and energies of your nation have been directed to these regions, 
and the labors of your scholars will ere long be rewarded with the richest 
treasures. Foremost amongst the results anticipated from such researches 
is the development of the science of Ethnography, which is now in its 
cradle. 

Independent of this general incitement for the study of the ancient 
learning of India, there is a stronger and special reason which renders it 
the duty and interest of every American to devote his attention to this 
subject, inasmuch as there is a strong probability of its supplying some 
of the lost links of the ancient history of the Western world. 

The ante-Columbian annals of America, to which the learned Charles 
Rafn and the venerable sage Alexander von Humboldt have'directed the 
attention of the antiquarians, point to the colonization of the American 
coasts by the Scandinavians, who have been very cleverly identified by 
Todd with the ancient Kshatriyas ; the Surya and Chandravausi Incas 
of Peru, their festival of Ramasitoa, and other Peruvian customs par- 
taking of a Hindu character, noticed by the Bishop of Llandaff, in a 
charge delivered by him to the Clergy and Archdeaconry at Ely ; the 
Mexican temples of the sun and moon, with altars having triple fire-vases ; 
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tlie lunar and planetary mansions, and other astronomical divisions, 
represented on the astronomical wheel preserved in Mr. Bullock’s museum 
amongst the relics of the antiquities of Mexico; the descriptions of Mexi- 
can armlets, anklets, earrings, noserings, and other ornaments, resembling 
those worn by Hindu women ; the Sanskritisms in the names of Ameri- 
can places and persons noticed by Moore in his Oriental Fragments — all 
indicate a mysterious relation between the ancient Hindus and the early 
colonization of America, and invite the attention of the Society to the 
solution of the question whether or not Aryavarta, which sent forth the 
Celts and Teutons to people Europe, also poured colonists into the New 
World long before its existence was heard of in Europe. 

I have the most sanguine expectations that the rays of knowledge 
derived from researches into the antiquities of your own country from an 
extensive acquaintance with Vaidic and Puranic legends, and from the 
Saga literature of Northern Europe, the Skaldie songs of Iceland, and the 
ancient annals of Greenland, which are being published under the aus- 
pices of the Societe Boyale des Antiquaries du Nord — when combined 
into one focus, will illumine the dark vistas of the primeval history of 
America. 

To the strict Benthamite, who would regard these advantages of the 
study of Sanskrit to be purely intellectual, and seek some practical utility 
to be derived from it, the Society can point out the present flourishing 
state of commerce between the United States of America and India, to 
carry on which it is indispensably necessary that your countrymen should 
be familiar with the language, manners, and customs of the people with 
whom they come into daily contact. But how are these to be mastered 
without some knowledge of Sanskrit, which is the source of almost all 
the dialects of India, and which is the repository of the laws and religions 
of the Hindus? ... 

Wishing every success to the laudable undertakings of the Society, 

I have the honor to remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Radhakant 
Raja Bahadoor. 

4. From a Letter of John Muir, Esq., D.C.L-, of Edinburg (to F. E. 

Hall, Esq). 

Edinburg, JSTov, 24tb, 1859. 

.... It was mentioned to me, some time ago, that perhaps MSS. of 
the Atharva-Veda might be still forthcoming in Kashmir. On this I 
wrote at once to Mr. D. F. McLeod, to get him to make inquiries. I 
heard nothing in reply till the other day, when he was here, and told me 
that he had written to Goolab Singh, who directed inquiry to be made 
but could hear nothing of the Atharva-Yeda ' 
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The regular Annual Meeting was held in Boston, at the rooms of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in the Boston Athenaeum, on 
Wednesday, May 20th, 1857, Rev. Rufus Anderson, D.D., of Boston, in 
the chair. 

The Treasurer presented his account to be audited, accompanying it 
-with the following summary statement of the receipts and expenditures 
of the year : 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance in bands of Treasurer, May 14th, 1856, ----- $163.83 

Members’ fees : forty annual assessments for 1856-7, - • $200.00 

six do. do. for previous years, - 30.00 


Total receipts of the year. 


EXPENDITURES. 

Journal, Vol. Y, No. 2 (in part), - 

Other printing, 

Expenses of library and correspondence, 

Total expenditures of the year, 
Balance in the Treasury, May 20th, 1857, 


230.00 

*333.83 


*270.00 

3.00 

6.37 


*279.37 

64.46 


$333.83 


The Librarian being absent, do report on the Library was offered. 

The Society, next proceeded to the choice of officers for the ensuing 
year. A communication from Prof. Edward E. Salisbury of New Haven 
was read, declining a re-election as Corresponding Secretary. The fol- 
lowing ticket, proposed by a Nominating Committee, was elected without 
dissent : 


President— Frol Edward Robinson, D. D., JjL. D., 

( Prof. Charles Beck, Ph. D., 
Vice-Presidents \ Rev. William Jenks, D. D., 

( Pres. T. D. Woolsey, D.D., LL.D., 
Corresponding Secretary — Prof. W. D. Whitney, 
Seer, of Classical Section — Prof. James Hadley, 
Recording Secretary — Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr., 
Treasurer — Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr., 

Librarian— Prof. W. D. Whitney, 


of New York. 

“ Cambridge. 

“ Boston. 

“ New Haven. 
“ New Haven. 
“ New Haven. 
u Cambridge. 

“ Cambridge. 

“ New Haven. 
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f Rev. Rdeus Anderson, D. D., 
Prof. C. C. Felton, LL. D., 
Directors -) Mr. W. W. Greenough, 

Rev. Theodore Parker, 

Dr. Charles Pickering, 


of Boston. 

“ Cambridge. 
“ Boston. 

“ Boston. 

“ Boston. 


The Nominating Committee, being instructed to prepare an expression 
of the acknowledgments of the Society to Prof. Salisbury for his long 
and valued services as Corresponding Secretary, presented the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously passed : 

Resolved, That the Society has received w’ith deep regret a communi- 
cation from Professor Edward E. Salisbury, of Yale College, announcing 
the necessity, by reason of his continued absence from the country, of his 
declining a re-election to the office of Corresponding Secretary : and that 
we should be doing violence to our feelings, if we suffered this occasion 
to pass without expressing to Professor Salisbury our great obligations to 
him for his able, faithful, and zealous performance of the duties of this 
office during so many years ; and, in general, for the most liberal and 
valuable contributions of time, labor, learning, literary ardor, and pecuni- 
ary aid, which he has made to the interests of the Society from its very 
inception. 

Resolved, That the Recording Secretary be requested to communicate 
the foregoing resolve to Prof. Salisbury, with the wish that his corres- 
pondence with the Society may be as full and frequent, during his absence, 
as his engagements will allow. 

On motion, a Committee of five was appointed, to take into consider- 
ation the means of increasing the efficiency of the Society, with instruc- 
tions to report at the next meeting. 

The following papers were presented and read : 

1. On Inverted Construction in the Modern Armenian Language, by 
Rev. Elias Riggs, Missionary in Turkey. 

2. Abstract of a Tamil Translation of a Portion of the Mahabharata, 
by Rev. Miron Winslow, Missionary in India. 

3. Illustrations of the Pangwe Language, spoken by a cannibal tribe 
in the highlands of Central Africa, by Rev. Albert Bushnell, Missionary 
in Africa. 


A Semi-annual Meeting of the Society was held in New Haven, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28th, 1857. The President, Dr. Robinson of New 
York, occupied the chair. 

Brief verbal reports were made by the Treasurer and Librarian respect- 
ively upon the state of the finances and of the Library. Some of the 
latest accessions to the latter were laid before the meeting, among them 
the seventh volume of the late Baron von Hammer-Purgstall’s History of 
Arabic Literature, the last work of its distinguished and venerable author. 
In connection with the latter, was unanimously passed the following 
resolution : ' ° 

Resolved , That the Corresponding Secretary be directed to express to 
the family of the late Baron von Hammer- Purgstall the sympathy of the 
Society in their bereavement, and its painful sense of the loss which has 



Select Minutes of Meetings. 579 

been sustained by the cause of Oriental learning in the decease of that 
eminent scholar. 

The Committee on the mode of increasing the efficiency of the Society 
made an elaborate report through the Corresponding Secretary. They 
discussed the ends at which such an association ought to aim, and the 
way in which those ends could be most directly and successfully attained. 
They pointed out the reasons, general and special, why the sphere of the 
Society’s highest and most useful activity must be the regular and liberal 
publication of valuable memoirs in its Journal. They exhibited the pres- 
ent resources of the Society, rehearsed its operations and modes of action, 
and showed wherein these were deficient and needed to be improved and 
extended. They made a comparative statement of the resources and ac- 
tivity of other Societies of kindred objects, especially in Europe, and 
claimed that, to maintain a satisfactory position with reference to them, 
the Society ought to enjoy an income of $1000 or more, and to publish 
an annual volume of four to five hundred pages : that this was due both 
to the contributing members and to the cause of science. They proposed 
a plan of action to this end, based especially upon a large increase of cor- 
porate membership, and recommended the appointment of a Committee 
charged with its execution. 

The Teport was accepted, its suggestions formally adopted, and the 
proposed Committee appointed. It was farther voted : 

That the initiation-fee of five dollars be no longer required of members 
newly elected, and that such members have the privilege of taking a copy 
of the previously published volumes of the Journal, if they desire them, 
at one half the original price. 

That the Directors may, at their discretion, and in view of the circum- 
stances of each case, transfer to the list of Corresponding Members per- 
sons elected as Corporate Members, but who may have since permanently 
left this country, and to the list of Corporate Members persons chosen as 
Corresponding Members, but who may have since transferred their resi- 
dence to this country. 

After the transaction of other business, the following communications 
were offered : 

1. On the Harmonic Consecution of Yowels in Turkish, by Rev. Elia 3 
Riggs, Missionary in Turkey. 

2. On the Pr&tigakhyas, or Vedic phonetic and grammatical treatises, 
by Prof. W. D. Whitney, of New Haven. 

3. On the Hebrew Chronology, from Moses to Solomon, by Prof. James 
Hadley, of New Haven. 

4. Analysis of the Chinese Terms and Characters Tien and Shin, by 
Dr. M. C. White, of New Haven. 

5. On the Historical Geography, and the Geographical Position and 
Relations, of India, by Prof. W. D. Whitney, of New Haven. 

6. Analysis and Extracts of an Arabic Work on the Water-Balance, of 
the Twelfth Century, by the Chevalier N. Khanikoff, Russian Consul- 
General at Tabriz, Persia ; presented by Prof. E. E. Salisbury, of New 
Haven. 
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The Annual Meeting of the Soeiety took place in Boston, on Wednes- 
day, May 19th, 1858. Dr. Charles Pickering, in the absence of the 
President, occupied the chair. 

The Treasurer's account was presented, audited, and accepted. The 
receipts and expenditures of the year were stated to be as follows : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance in hands of Treasurer, May 20th, 1857, 

Members’ fees : one life-membership, - 

sixty-one ann. assessm’ts for 1857-8, 

eight do. do. for previous years, 

five do. do. for 1858-9, 

three initiation fees, - 

Sale of Journal: to new members, at half-price, 

by agents, ------ 

Donation, --------- 


$75.00 

305.00 

40.00 


25.00 

15.00 

83.75 

4654 


460.00 


80.29 

5.00 


$54.46 


Total receipts of the year, ----- 545.29 

$599.75 

EXPENDITURES. 

Journal, VoL V, No. 2 (balance remaining unpaid), - - - - $105.00 

Printing of Statement and Appeal, and blanks, ----- 32.85 

Postage and freight (in part since 1856), 42.08 

Loss on uncurrent money, - -- -- -- -- .70 


Total expenditures of the year, $180.58 

Balance in the Treasury, May 19 th, 1858, 419.17 


$599.75 


The Librarian reported that there had been added to the Library, since 
the last report, one hundred and sixty-five new titles, besides about fifty 
continuations and duplicates. The whole number of titles was now 1544, 
and of volumes not far from 2000. All the contents of the Library had 
been numbered and labelled, and provided with a complete card-catalogue. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the choice of 
the following ticket : 


President — Prof. Edward Robinson, D. D., L.L. D., of New York. 

( Prof. Charles Beck, Ph.D., “ Cambridge. 

Vice-Presidents 7 Rev. William Jenks, D. D., “ Boston. 

( Pres. T. D. Woolsev, D.D., L.L.D., “ New Haven. 

Corresponding Secretary — Prof. W. D. Whitney, “ New Haven. 

Seer, of Classical Section— Prof James Hadley, “ New Haven. 

Recording Secretary— Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr, . “ Cambridge. 

Treasurer— Mr. Daniel C. Gilman, “ New Haven. 

Librarian— Prof. W. D. Whitney, « New Haven". 

'Rev. Rufus Anderson, D. D-, “ Boston. 

Prof. C. C. Felton, L.L. D., “ Cambridge. 

Rev. Theodore Parker, “ Boston. 

I Dr. Charles Pickering, “ Boston, 

i. Prof. E. E. Salisbury, u New Haven. 


Directors 
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The Board of Directors communicated the following rule : 

The Committee of Publication shall consist of five members, of whom 
three shall be resident at the place where the Journal is published : they 
shall be appointed by the Directors, and shall report to the Society at 
every meeting respecting the matters committed to their charge. 

After the transaction of other business and the reading of correspond- 
ence, communications were brought before the meetiug. 

1. Mr. Charles Folsom, of Cambridge, exhibited to the Society a frag- 
ment of an American inscription, of colony times, for the purpose of 

'obtaining the opinion of the members present with respect to a restora- 
tion proposed by him of the missing portion. 

2. A paper entitled “Petra in 1851,” by Hon. George P. Marsh, of 
Burlington, Vt., was read by the Corresponding Secretary. 

3. On the Greek Genitive as an Ablative Case, by Prof. James Hadley, 
of Few Haven ; read, in the absence of the author, by Mr. Abbot, of 
Cambridge. 

4. On the Egyptian Monuments of El-Amama, by Dr. Charles Pick- 
ering, of Boston. 

5. Translation of the Surya-Siddhknta, a Sanskrit Text-Book of 
Astronomy, with Preliminary Remarks, and Notes,' by Rev. Ebenezer 
Burgess, of Centreville, Mass. 

C. On the History of Religions in China, by Prof. W. D. Whitney, of 
New Haven. 

7. On the Persian Doctrine of a Future Life, by Rev. W. R. Alger, of 
Boston. 


A Semi-annual Meeting was held in New York, at the rooms of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and of the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York, on Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 3rd 
and 4th, 1858. The President was in the chair. 

The Directors congratulated the Society on the gratifying success of 
the measures initiated at a previous meeting for increasing its numbers, 
strength, and efficiency. 

The Librarian made a brief verbal report respecting the accessions to 
the Library and Cabinet. He also announced that he was authorized to 
give notice to members of the Society that, upon making application 
through him, they would be allowed copies of the Collection des Ouv- 
rages Orientaux, published by the Asiatic Society of Paris, at the reduced 
price at which it is furnished to members of the latter society, namely at 
five francs per volume. Of that collection there have now been published 
four volumes, each of about five hundred octavo pages, containing the 
Travels of Ibn Batfita complete, in the Arabic text and with a French 
translation. 

The correspondence of the past half-year was laid before the meeting, 
and extracts from it were read. The Society then proceeded to listen to 
communications. 

1. On a Recent Work by Prof. Ross, of Halle, entitled “ Italicans and 
Greeks. Did the Romans talk Sanskrit or Greek!”, by Prof James 
Hadley, of New Haven. 
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2. An Inquiry respecting the Meaning of eohar, in Genesis vi. 16, by 
Rev. J. A. Merrick, of Paris, Ky. ; presented by Prof. J. W. Gibbs, of 
New Haven. 

3. On Greek Metre, by Prof. Howard Crosby, of New York. 

4. On the Vedic Doctrine of a Future Life, by Prof. W. D. Whitney, 
of New Haven. 

5. On the Prepositions, Conjunctions, and other Particles of the Isizulu 

and its Cognate Languages, by Rev. Lewis Grout, Missionary in South 
Africa; presented by Prof. E. E. Salisbury, of New Haven. , 

6. On an Ancient Greek Inscription, found at the site of Daphne, near 
Antioch, and copied by Rev. Homer B. Morgan, Missionary at Antioch ; 
by Pres’t T. D. Woolsey and Prof. J. W. Gibbs, of New Haven. 

7. On the Relations of the Hebrew to the Indo-European Tongues, by 
Prof. W. H. Green, of Princeton. 

8. On the Origin of Language, by Prof. Whitney. 

9. On the Present Condition of the Hindft Mind, and the Manner in 
which it is affected by the Hindh Philosophy, by Rev. H. M. Scudder, 
Missionary in India. 

10. On the Demonology of the New Testament, by Prof. J. J. Owen, 
of New York. 


The regular Annual Meeting for 1859 was held in Boston and Cam- 
bridge, on Wednesday, May 18th. The President was in the chair. 

The Treasurer’s yearly statement was as follows : 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance in the Treasury. May 19th, 1858, - 

Members’ fees : two life-memberships, - $150.00 

eighty-nine ann. assessm'ts for 1858-9, 445.00 

fifteen do. do. for previous years, 15.00 

three do. do. for 1859-60, 15.00 


- *419.11 


Sale of Journal, - 

Interest on deposit in Savings Bank, 


685.00 

77.56 

16.07 


Total receipts of the year, - 

- 778.63 


*1197.80 

EXPENDITURES. 


Journal, Yol. VI, No. 1 (in part), .... 

Printing of Proceedings and blanks, .... 
Expenses of correspondence and library, ... 

- *389.20 

80.75 
32.81 

Total expenditures of the year - 
Balance in the Treasury, May 18th, 1859, ’ 

- *452.76 

146.04 


*1197.80 


ViWI. OW 

The Librarian reported the accessions to the Library during the year 
aud its present condition. J ° - ’ 

1 S?r ber ne T T T H added to the Librar y during the year was 
atated to be one hundred and twenty-eight, besides about thirty continu- 

ations and duplicates, and twelve manuscripts. The Librarian hailed the 
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particular attention of the Society to the liberal gifts of books made to 
the Library during the past two or three years by Messrs. Williams and 
Norgate, oriental and general booksellers in London ; and also to a very 
large, costly, and valuable donation of books, manuscripts, and other ob- 
jects of interest, by Hon. Charles W. Bradley, Commissioner under the 
late treaty with China, who has been for a long time one of the most gen- 
erous contributors to the Society’s collections. A special vote of thanks 
to Mr. Bradley was moved and unanimously passed. 

An amendment to the Constitution, increasing the number of Directors 
from five to seven, and the number required to form a quorum of the 
Directors from three to five, was proposed and adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, and the following ticket, proposed by a Nominating Committee~of 
three, was elected : 

President — Prof. Edward Robinson, D.D., LL.D., of New York. 

( Prof. Charles Beck, Ph. D., “ Cambridge. 

Vice-Presidents -1 Rev. William Jenks, D. D., “ Boston. 

( Pres. T. D. Woolsey, D.D., LL.D., “ New Haven. 
Corresponding Secretary — Prof. W. D. Whitney, “ New Haven. 
Seer, of Classical Section — Prof. James Hadley, “ New Haven. 

Recording Secretary — Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr., “ Cambridge. 

Treasurer — Mr. D. C. Gilman, “ New Haven. 

Librarian — Prof. W. D. Whitney, “ New Haven. 

! Rev. Rufos Anderson, D.D., “ Boston. 

Prof. Howard Crosby, “ New York. 

Prof. C. C. Felton, LL. D., “ Cambridge. 

Prof. W. H. Green, D.D., “ Princeton. 

Rev. Theodore Parker, “ Boston. 

Dr. Charles Pickering, “ Boston. 

Prof. E. E. Salisbury, “ New Haven. 

After the transaction of other business, and the reading of corres- 
pondence, communications were called for. The following were presented 
and read : 

1. On Dr. S. W. Williams’s New Chinese Dictionary, by Rev. W. A. 
Macy, Missionary in China; presented by Prof. James Hadley, of New 
Haven. 

2. On the English Words tortoise and turtle, by Mr. Charles Folsom, 
of Cambridge. 

3. On the Kings and Kingdom of Siam, by Hon. C. W. Bradley, of 
Ningpo ; presented by Prof. W. D. Whitney, of New Haven. 

4. On the Greek Inscription from Daphne, by Prof. Hadley. 

5. On the Ethnological Relations of the Ancient Scythians, by Dr. 
Reinhold Solger, of Roxbury, Mass. 

6. Remarks upon the Interpretation of Genesis ii. 25, by Rev. E. C. 
Jones, of Philadelphia; presented by Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr., of Cam- 
bridge. 

7. On the Origin of the Hindu Science of Astronomy, by Prof. 
Whitney. 

8. On the Relation between the Greek and Hindu Astronomies, by 
Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, of Centreville, Mass. 
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Daring the continuance of the meeting, announcement was made to 
the Society of the death of one of its Honorary Members,' Alexander 
von Humboldt, of which event tidings had jnst been received by tele- 
graph. Before adjournment, the following resolutions were proposed by 
Prof. C. 0. Felton, seconded by Dr. Beck, and, after remarks by these 
gentlemen and others present, unanimously passed : 

Resolved , That this Society has learned with the deepest regret of the 
death of the illustrious and venerable Baron Alexander von Humboldt, 
one of the most conspicuous ornaments of the age, and of human 
nature. 

Resolved, That they recognize in the character and worth of this great 
man a splendid example of genius devoted with unsurpassed energy, per- 
severance, and enthusiasm to the entire circle of human knowledge, from 
early youth to the last hours of a life extended to the extraordinary 
length of fourscore and ten years ; and that the example he set of a noble 
consecration to high pursuits in the midst of the allurements of rank, 
wealth, and society, presents an additional claim to the admiration and 
reverence of present and future generations. 


The Semi-annual Meeting of the Society for 1859 was held in New 
York, on Wednesday and Thursday, Oct. 26th and 27th, at the Council- 
Toom of the University of the City of New York. The President was 
present and occupied the chair. 

After the transaction of the usual business, and the reading of extracts 
from correspondence, the Society listened to and discussed the following 
communications : 

1. On the Influence of the Semitic upon the Romanic Languages, by 
Dr. Max Griinbaum, of New York. 

2. On Two Sanskrit Inscriptions, found near Jubulpoor, in Central In- 
dia, by Fitz-Edward Hall, one of her Britannic Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Schools for India. 

3. On the Phenician Inscription of Sidon, by Prof. W. W. Turner, of 
Washington. 

4. Comparison of the Elements of the Lunar Eclipse of Feb. 6th, 
1860, as calculated according to the data and methods of the Surya- 
Siddh&nta, and as determined by Modern Science, by Prof. W. D. Whit- 
ney, of New Haven. 

5. Strictures on the Occurrence of the Word Israel in a passage of 
Eusebius, by Rev. E. C. Jones, of Philadelphia ; presented by Prof. James 
Hadley, of New Haven. 

6. Contributions, from Original Sources, to our Knowledge of the 
Science of Muslim Tradition, by Prof. E. E. Salisbury, of New Haven. 

7. On Biblical Geography, by Prof. Edward Robinson, of New York. 

8. On the Formation of Futures in the Indo-European Languages, bv 

Prof. Hadley. ° 

9. On the Letters of Basil of Cesarea, and the Condition of the Ori- 
ental Church in the Fourth Century, by Prof John Proudfit, of New 
Brunswick, N. J. 
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10. On an Unpublished Greek Inscription, discovered in Pisidia, by 
Mr. F. P. Brewer, of New Haven. 

11. On the Limits of Ancient Oriental History, by Prof. J. C. Moffat, 
of Princeton, N. J. 

12. On the Physical- Geography of Asia, as connected with its Ethnol- 
°gy, by Prof. Arnold Guyot, of Princeton, N. J. 

13. On Recent Geographical Explorations in Asia, by Mr. D, C. Gil- 
man, of New Haven. 

14. Rev. D. T. Stoddard’s Collections illustrating the Modern Jews’ 
Language of Orumiah, arranged by Dr. A. II. Wright, of Orumiah ; 
presented by Prof. Turner. 

15. Strictures upon the Views of M. Ernest Renan respecting the 
Origin and Early History of Languages, by Prof. Whitney. 


The regular Annual Meeting for the year 1860 was held in Boston 
and Cambridge, on Wednesday and Thursday, May 16th and 17th, 
1860, the President being in the chair. 

The Treasurer’s statement showed the receipts and expenditures of the 
past year to have been as follows : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance in the Treasury, May 18th, 1859, $745.04 

Members’ fees : lot ann. assessm’ts for 1859-60, - $505.00 

20 do. do. for previous years, - 100.00 

605.00 

Sale of Journal, 26.23 


Total receipts of the year, 631.23 


$1876.27 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paper, printing, and engraving, for Journal, Vol. VI (in part), - • $690.91 

Other printing, ----------- 30.75 

Binding books, - ......... 70.46 

Copying of a Modern Syriac Vocabulary, ...... 20.00 

Expenses of correspondence and Library, ...... 43.57 


Total expenditures of the year, $855 69 

Balance in the Treasury, May 16th, 1860, 520.58 


$1376.27 

The Librarian reported the accessions to the Society’s collections du- 
ring the year. The whole number of titles composing the catalogue was 
now 1726. Donations from the Imperial Academy of St. Petersburg, 
Dr. Wilson of Philadelphia, B. H. Hodgson, Esq., of England, Rajen- 
draltlla Mitra of Calcutta, and others, were especially noticed. The most 
valuable accessions to the Cabiuet had been the three Sanskrit inscription- 
stones, from India, presented by F. E. Hall, Esq. : such monuments being 
exceedingly rare out of India itself. For the first time in its history, the 
Society had been able to expend something in binding, to the great im- 
provement of the Library, in appearance and usefulness. 
vol. vi. 75 
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The following gentlemen were elected officers of the Society for the 
ensuing year: 

President — Prof. Edward Robinson, D. D., LL. D., of New York. 

C Prof. Charles Beck, Ph. D., “ Cambridge. 

Vice-Presidents } Rev. William Jesks, D. D., “ Boston. 

( Pres. T. D. Woolsey, D.D., LL.D., “ New Haven. 
Corresponding Secretary — Prof. W. D. Whitney, “ New Haven. 
Seer, of Classical Section — Prof. James Hadley, “ New Haven. 
Recording Secretary — Mr. Ezra Abbot, Jr., “ Cambridge. 

Treasurer — Mr. D. C. Gilman, “ New Haven. 

Librarian — Prof W. D. Whitney, “ New Haven. 

Rev. Rdfus Anderson, D. D., “ Boston. 

Mr. J. G. Cogswell, LL. D. “ New York. 

Pres. C. C. Felton, LL. D., “ Cambridge. 

Directors { Prof. W. H. Green, D. D., “ Princeton. 

Prof. J. J. Owen, D. D., “ New York. 

I)r. Charles Pickering, “ Boston. 

Prof. E. E. Salisbury, “ New Haven. 


The Correspondence of the past six months was laid before the Soci- 
ety, and parts of it were read. 

The following resolutions were proposed by Prof. E. E. Salisbury of 
New Haven : 

Resolved , That in the death of Prof. William W. Turner, late of 
Washington City, this Society recognizes the loss of an earnest, diligent, 
accurate, and most successful scholar in the field of Oriental learning, 
whose varied attainments and fine qualities of mind rendered him an 
ornament to this association, and promised, with the increase of leis- 
ure for literary pursuits', to make his name more and more distin- 
guished throughout the learned world. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions he transmitted to the family 
of our deceased associate by the Recording Secretary. 

These resolutions were seconded by Prof. Beck : the President, Dr. 
Robinson, gave the Society a sketch of the life of Prof. Turner, and an 
estimate of his personal and literary character, and, after remarks from 
other members present, the resolutions were unanimously passed. 

The Society then proceeded to listen to communications. 

1. On the Character and Historical Position of the Sanskrit Alphabet 
by Prof. W. D. Whitney, of New Haven. 

2. On the Negrilloes, or Oriental Negroes, by Rev. J. T. Dickinson 
of Middlefield, Conn. 

3. Comparative Sketch of the Languages of Ponape and Ebon, two 
Islands of the Micronesian Archipelago, by Rev. E. T. Doane, Mission- 
ary in Micronesia ; presented by Prof. Whitney. 

4. Notes i " 

Wilson, U. £ 

5. On the 
of Cambridge. 

6. Diary, of a Journey from Tabriz to Tehran, by Rev. Justin Perkins. 

Missionary in Persia. ’ 


jnrolynesia, its People and Languages, by Dr. Joseph 
■ N.;. presented by Prof. Salisbury. 

Turkish Language and Literature, by Prof. Convers Francis 
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7. On the Twenty -eight-fold Division of the Zodiac made by the Arabs, 
Chinese, Hindus, and Persians, by Prof. Whitney. 

8. Three Sanskrit Inscriptions, relating to Grants of Land ; the Orig- 
inal Texts, Translations, and Notes, by Fitz-Edward Hall, M. A., one of 
her Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools for India ; presented by Prof. Whitney. 

9. On the Arya-Siddhanta, by the same; presented by the same. 

10. Memoir on the the Language of the Gypsies and its Relation to the 
Sanskrit, together with Remarks upon the Present Condition, the History, 
and the Origin of this Race, and a Grammar of the Language, as now used 
in the Turkish Empire ; by A. G. Paspati, A. M., M. D., of Constantinople; 
presented by Mr. D. C. Gilman, of New Haven. 

11. A Latin Inscription, found on the supposed site of Lystra, in 
Phrygia, by Mr. F. P. Brewer, of New Haven. 

12. On the lately discovered Orations of Hyperides, especially that 
against Demosthenes, in the matter of Harpalus, by Pres. C. C. Felton, 
of Cambridge. 

13. On the Philosophy of Language, as illustrated by the Instruction 
of the Blind Mute, Laura Bridgman, by the same. 

The next meeting of the Society is to be held in New Haven, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17 th, 1860. 
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II. Additions to the Library and Cabinet. 
October, 1856 — Mat, 1860. 


From Rev. J. C. Adamson, D. D. 

The Library of His Excellency Sir George Grey, K. C. B. Philology. Vol. L — 
Part 1. South Africa ... by Wm. H. I. Bleek. 8. 1. 1858. 8vo. 

A Compendium of Kafir Laws and Customs, including genealogical tables of Kafir 
chiefs aud various tribal census returns. . . . Mount Coke : 1858. 8vo. 

From Rev. W. R. Alger, of Boston. 

The Poetry of the East. By William Rounseville Alger. Boston: 1866. 12mo. 

From Rev. 1). 0. Allen, D. X)., of M'ertham, Mass. 

India, Ancient and Modem. Geographical, Historical, Political, Social, and Relig- 
ious ; ... by David 0. Alien, D. D., etc. Boston : 1856. roy. 8vo. 

From the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Vols. i-iv [parts of 
volumes, completing the set up to iv. 148], Cambridge and Boston : 1855-59. 
8vo. 

Memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, v. 2 • vi. 1 2 • vii. 
Cambridge and Boston: 1S55-60. 4to. 

From the American Antiquarian Society. 

Transactions and Collections of the American Antiquarian Society. Vol i, Wor- 
cester: 1820 ; vol. ii, Cambridge: 1836 ; vol. iii, [Boston :] 1857. 8vo. 
Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society [at its various meetings in 
Worcester and Boston, 1856-59]. Boston: 1856-59. 8vo. 

From the American Baptist Missionary Union. 

Annual Reports of the American Baptist Missionary Union, for the vears 1850-57. 
Boston. 8vo. 


From the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

Reports and Letters, connected with [the Deputation to India of the A. B. C 

P. M.]. Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, and Boston: 1865-56. 8vo. 

Proceedings of a General Conference of Bengal Protestant Missionaries held at 
Calcutta, September 4-7, 1855. Calcutta : 1855. 8vo. 

Standard Alphabet. ... by Dr. Lepsius Londou : 1855. 8vo. 

Wanderings of YamunahAL, or Narratives of Hindu Widow Life in India. By BAbA 
Padmanji. With a Preliminary Essay on the Remarriage of Hindu Widows in 
Sanskrit, by DAdoba Pandurang, Esq., etc. Bombay : 1857. 12mo. 

A Zulu- Kafir Dictionary, etymologically explained, with Copious Illustrations and 
Examples, preceded by an Introductionon the Zulu-Kafir Language Bv the Rev 
J .L.Dolme M'SsionarytotheA. B. C. F. M. Cape Town: 1857 rov'Svo 
49th Report of the A. B.C.F.M., 1853. Boston : 1S5S. 8vo. ’ J ' 

From the American Geographical and Statistical Society. 

B NewVori? 6 ! 85L str Ge ° sra P hlcal “ d Statistical Society. VoL ii, 1856. 

Statement, Circular, and Sections of the same. New York : 1856-57 8vo 
rUuitedStatt “ Yo°rk “S t0 MeaSUre, ° f 

From MaMrdja Apurva Krshna Bahadur, of Calcutta. 

Dewan Ktrwar. [Hindustani] 4to. 
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From the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Nos. lxiv-lxvi, lxix-lxxvi. Calcutta: 
1854-55. 8 vo. 

Bibliotheca Indiea, No. 78. The Chhandogya-Upanishad of the Sama-Veda, 171111 
Extracts from the Commentary of S'ankara A'charya. Translated from tlie 
Original Sanskrita by Rajendrafal Mittra. Fasciculus I. Calcutta: 1854. 8vo. 
No. 79. The Surya-Suldhanta, with its Commentary, the Gudhartha-Prakas'aka. 
Edited by Fitz- Edward Hall, A. M., with the assistance of Pandit BApu Eeva 
S'&atii Fasciculus I. Calcutta: 1854. 8vo! 

From the Asiatic Society of Paris. 

Journal Asiatique ... . 5 rae Serie. Tomes viii-xii. Paris: 1856-58. 8vo. 

* 

From the Editor* of the Atlantis. 

The Atlantis, a Register of Literature and Science, conducted by Members of the 
Catholic University of Ireland. Nos. ii, iii, iv. Loudon: 1858-59. 8vo. 

From if. V Abbe Barges , of Paris. 

Atemoire sur le Sarcophage et l’lnscription Funernire d'Esehmunazar, Roi de Sidon. 
Par M. l’Abbd J. J. L. Barges, etc. Paris : 1856. 4to. pp. 40. 

From the Batavian Society of Arts and Sciences. 

Yerhandelingen van het Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetensehappen. 
Deel xxvi. Batavia : 1354-57. 4to. 

Tijdscbrift voor Indische Taal-, Land-, en Volkenkunde. . . . Deel iii-vi [or Deel iii, 
aud Nieuwe Serie, Deel i-iii.] Batavia : 1854-57. Svo. 

From Dr. W. H. J. Bleek. 

The Languages of Mozambique. V ocabularies of the Dialects of Lourenzo Mar- 
ques, Inhamhane, .... etc. Drawn up from the Manuscripts of Dr. William 
Peters, and from other materials, by Dr. W illiam B. J. Bleek, etc. London : 
1856. obi. 8vo. 

From the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church. 

Annual Reports of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
for the years 1850-57. New York. 8vo. 

From the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Proceedings of the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, for the years 1850, 1856, and 1857. New York. 8vo. 
A Grammar of the Beuga Language. By Rev. James L. Mackey. New York: 
1855. 12mo. pp. 60. 

The Benga Primer, containing Lessons for Beginners, a Series of Phrases, and a 
Catechism. New London, Fa. : 1855. 18mo. pp. 64. 

Sango lam .... [Matthew, in Benga], New York: 1858. 12mo. 

The Shorter Catechism, in the Benga Language. New York: 1858. 18mo. pp. 32. 
Come to Jesue. [Tract in the Creek Language.] 

From Prof. Otto Boehtlingk, of St. Petersburg. 

Ucber die Spraclie tier Jakuten. Grammatik, Text, und W orterbuch. Yon Otto 
Boehtlingk. St. Petersburg: 1851. 4to. 

From Professors Boehtlingk and Roth. 

Sanskrit Worterbueh, lierausgegeben von der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissen- 
Bcluiften. Bearbeitet von Otto Boehtlingk und Rudolph Rotb. Lieferungen 4-16. 
St. Petersburg : 1855-59. 4to. 

From the Bombay Mission of the A. B. C. F. M. 

The Old Testament in the Marathi Language. . . . Bombay : 1853. 4to. pp. 942. 
Grammar of the Marathi Language [by Rev. Ebenezer Burgess], Published by 
the American Mission. Bombay: 1854. Svo. 

The Doyanodaya [a semi-monthly Journal, in Marathi], Published by the American 
Missionaries at Bombay and Ahmednuggur. VoLxiL Bombay: 1863. roy. Svo. 
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From Hon. C. W. Bradley, of Ningpo. 

Explorations of Amoor River. Letter from tbe Secretary of State .... [contain- 
ing letters and reports of P. McD. Collins, with Maps.] Public Document. 
Washington : 1858. 8vo. pp. 67. 

A set of twelve pictures, in water colors, by a Chinese artist, illustrating scenes of 
Chinese life : twelve by fifteen inches, on silk-bordered paper, and bound together 
in scarlet silk. 

A set of three pictures, in water colors, by a Chinese artist, illustrating scenes 
which occurred in 1858, on the Pei-Ho river, in connection with the warlike ope- 
rations of the English and French, and the conclusion of the treaty with Ameri- 
ca. Pictures about twelve and a half by twenty-five inches, on thin paper. 

Cards of the two Chinese Commissioners, Kweiiiang and Hwasbana, sent to treat 
with the Allied Powers, in the Pei-Ho, 1858. 

Chinese Repository, xv. 11, 12; xvi. 2; xvii. 12; xviii. 4-10, 12, 6 ; xix. 1, 3, 4, 
8-12,11; xx. 2, 3, 5-7, 7, 8-12. 

A Grammar of the T,bai, or Siamese Language. By Capt. James Low, etc. Cal- 
cutta: 1828. 4to. pp. 88. 

On Budd.ha and the Phrabat. By Capt. James Low, etc. [From the Trans, of the 
Roy, As. Soc’y of G. B. and I, vol. iii. J London: 1831. 4to. pp. 62. 

Also, bound with the above : 

A Dissertation on White Elephants. By the same. [From the same.] London: 
1831. 4to. pp. 7. 

Remarks on the Siamese Language. By Rev. Mr. GutzlafE [Communicated through 
the late Robert Fullerton, Esq., etc.] [From the Trans, of the Roy. As. Soc’y of 
G. B. and I, vol. iii]. London : 1832. 4to. pp. 16 (and 8 of Siamese, litho- 
graphed). 

With the above are bound up a MS. sermon, on Ezekiel xxxiii. 11, and a half- 
sheet of the Morning Chronicle, London, Apr. 5, 1837. 

Brief Grammatical Notices of the Siamese Language ; with an Appendix. By J. 
Taylor Jones. Bangkok: 1842. 8vo. pp. 90. With the above are bound up: 

A Catalogue of Scripture Proper Names, as transferred from the Greek and He- 
brew Languages into the Siamese Language. Bangkok: 1842. 8vo. pp. 71. And 
A Plan for Romanizing the Siamese Language ; together with a list of Siamese 
Proper Names, in conformity therewith, as agreed upon by the American Mis- 
sionaries in Siam. Bangkok: 1842. 8vo. pp. 24. 2 copies. 

Treaty between the United States of America and the Kingdom of Siam. Con- 
cluded 29th May, 1856. Proclaimed 16th August, 1858. Washington: folio, 
pp. 9. 

Proclamation of the Kings of Siam respecting the Treaty with the United States 
of America ; in English. Dated Bangkok, June 15th, 1857. Copy, made and 
attested by Hon. C. W. Bradley. 

Autograph Letter of the First King of Siam, to Samuel Mattoon, Esq., Consul, in 
English; dated Bangkok, June 9th, 1857. 

Dictionary of the Malay Tongue, a3 spoken in the Peninsula of Malacca, the Islands 
of Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Pulo Pinang, Ac., Ac. In two parts, English and Ma- 
lay, and Malav and English. To which is prefixed a Grammar- of that Lan- 
guage. Embellished with a Map. By James Harrison, M. D., etc. [the Malay in 
both Arabic and Roman characters.] London: 1801. 4to. 

A Grammar of the Malayan Language, with an Introduction and Praxis. By Wm. 

Marsden, F.R.S., etc. London: 1812. 4to. 

An Attempt to elucidate the Principles of Malayan Orthography. By W. Robinson. 
Fort Marlborough : 1823. 8vo. 

Grammaire de la Langue Malaie, par Mr. W. Marsden : publide a Londres en 1812, 
et traduite de ! Anglais par C. P. J. Elout. [Double version, French and Dutch 
on opposite pages.] Harlem: 1824. 4to. 

Dietionnaire Malai, Hollandais, et Frnngais, par C. P. J. Elout ; traduit du Diction- 
naire Malai et Anglais de Mr. W. Marsden. [Double version, French and Dutch ; 
the Malay in the Arabic character and romanized : the Dutch version of each 
word or phrase first given, and followed by the French : the Dutch-Malay and 
French-Malay parts given separately.] Harlem: 1825. 4to, pp. xxiii, 604, and 
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A Vocabulary of the English and Malay Languages. Enlarged and improved. 
[Containing, 1st, lists of English words with Malay equivalents, arranged accord- 
ing to subjects ; 2nd, English and Malay sentences ; 3rd, English and Malay Dia- 
logues: the Malay romanized,] Singapore : 1846. 12mo. 

Handleiding bij de Beoefening der Javaansche Taal en Letterkunde. voor de Kadet- 
ten van alle Wapenen, bestemd voor de Dienst in Nederlands Indie ; door Dr. J. J. 
De Hollander, etc. Breda: 1848. 12mo. 

Verslag van den Handel, de Scheepvaart, en de inkomende enuitgaande Regten op 

Java en Madura, over den Jare 1847 1848 .... 1849. Batavia: 1848, 1849, 

1850. 3 vols. 4to. 

A Sunscrit Vocabulary: containing the Nouns, Adjectives, Verbs, and Indeclinable 
Particles, most frequently occurring in the Sunscrit Language, arranged in gram- 
matical order ; with Explanations in Bengalee and English. By William Yates. 
Calcutta: 1820. 8vo. 

The Sunscrit Reader ; or Easy Introduction to the Reading of the Sunscrit Lan- 
guage. In five Parts, etc. [In Bengali characters.] Calcutta : 1321. 8vo. pp. 64. 

Principles of English Grammar;' for the use of the Natives of India. By M. W. 
Wooliaston. With a literal Translation into Sanscrit, by Madhusudana Tarka- 
lankara. Calcutta: 1835. 12mo. 

An Elementary Grammar of the Sanscrit Language, partly in the Roman Charac- 
ter, arranged according to a New Theory, in reference especially to the Classical 
Languages: with short extracts in easy prose. By Monier Williams, M. A., etc. 
London: 1846. 8vo. 

A Dictionary, English and Sanskrit, by Monier Williams, M. A, etc. Published 
under the patronage of the Honorable East India Company. London: 1851. 
4to. pp. xii, 860. 

A set of printed cards, constituting together a Bengali primer. 12 cards, pp. 
1-24. 12mo. size. 

The Bengalee and English Primer, for the use of Schools. Calcutta: 1833. 18mo. 
pp. 30. 

A Grammar of the English Language ; for the use of the Natives of Bengal. By 
Rev. J. D. Pearson . . . [English and Bengali], Calcutta : 1840. 8vo. 

Introduction to the Bengali Language. By the late Rev. W. Yates, D. D. In two 
volumes. Edited by J. Wenger. Vol. I. Containing a Grammar, a Reader, and 
Explanatory Notes, with an Index and Vocabulary. Vol. II. Containing Selec- 
tions from Bengali Literature Calcutta: 1847. 8vo. 2 vols. 

Bdkydbali, or Idioraatical Exercises, English and Bengali, with Dialogues on Vari- 
ous Subjects, Specimens of Legal Documents, Letters, Ac. By the late Rev. 
J. D. Pearson. Calcutta: 1850. 12mo. 

Arabiyopakhyana. . . . [The Arabian Nights’ Entertainments, translated from En- 
glish into Bengali.] Calcutta: fdka 1775-6 (A.D. 1853-4). 12mo. 

A Dictionary of the English Language, with English Definitions and a Bengali In- 
terpretation ; compiled from European and Native Authorities, by L T . C. Addy. 
Calcutta: 1854. 8vo. pp. ii, 761. 

Bengali and English Dictionary, for the use of Schools. . . . Calcutta: 1856. 16mo. 

A Dictionary, Hindustani and English. By J oho Shakespear, etc. Second edition, 
much enlarged. London: 1820. 4to. pp. viii, 886. 

The English and Hindustani Student's Assistant ; or Idiomatical Exercises in those 
Languages. Designed to assist students of either language in acquiring an easy 
and correct method of expression. In four Parts, [romanized.] Calcutta : 1843. 
12 mo. 

A Dictionary, Hindustani and English. By W. Yates, M. D. Calcutta: 1847. 8vo. 

The Handbook to Hindoostanee Conversation, with Familiar Phrases, and an Easy 
Vocabulary, English and Hindoostanee. [romanized.] Serampore: 1851. 18mo. 
pp. 59. 

Romanized School Dictionary, English and Urdu. Third edition, revised. Calcut- 
ta: 1854. 16mo. 

Stewart’s Historical Anecdotes, with a Sketch of the History of England, and her 
Connection with India. Translated by Rev. W. T. Adam. Anglo Hinduwee. 
Calcutta: 1835. 12mo. pp. 91. 

V&kyAvali The Student’s Assistant ; or Idiomatical Exercises in English and Bin- 
dui. Calcutta: 1838. 12mo. 
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An Introduction to the Kliasia Language ; comprising a Grammar, Selections for 
Reading, and a Vocabulary. By the Rev. W. Pryse. Calcutta: 1855. 16mo. 

A Malabar and English Dictionary, wherein the Words and Phrases of the Tamuli- 
an Language, commonly called by Europeans the Malabar Language, are ex- 
plained in English. By the English Missionaries of Madras. Wepery, near 
Madras: 1-779. 4to, [incomplete, interleaved, with MS. notes; much wormeaten.] 

The Ajvamedha-Parvan of the Mahtibharata, in Tamil. Madras: 1852. 8vo. 

The Rama-nataka, in Tamil. Madras : 1 850. 8vo. 

Catalogue of Publications in Various Languages, on sale by the Calcutta School- 
Book Society. 1856. [Calcutta: 1856.] 12mo. pp. 10. (2 copies) 

A Dictionary of Words used in the East Indies, with Full Explanations ; .... To 
which is added Mohammedan Law and Bengal Revenue Terms. With an Ap- 
pendix, containing Forms of Firmauns, etc., etc. . . . 2nd edition. London : 1804. 
12 mo. 

Journal of a Tour through Part of the Snowy Range of the Himmala Mountains, 
and to the Sources of the Rivers Jumna and Ganges. By James Baillie Frazer, 
Esq. London : 1820. 4to. 

Sketch of the Column at Corygaum, with a Plan of the Village, some Letters, pri- 
vate and public, the General Orders, and the Dispatch from the Honorable Court 
of Directors, relating to the action on the 1st January, 1818. Madras: 1839. 
8vo. pp. 32. 

Articles of War for the Native Troops of the Army of India. Published by order 
of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in Council. [Madras :] 
1845. 12mo. pp. ix, 64. 

A Letter to the Right Hon Sir J. Hobhouse, President of the Board of Control, on 
the Baggage of the Indian Army. By Sir Charles James Napier, etc. Fourth 
edition. London: 1849. 8vo. pp. 87. 

Sketches of India : with Notes on the Seasons, Scenery, and Society of Bombay, 
Elephanta. and Salsette. By Henry Moses, M. D. London : 1 850. 8vo. 

On the Scientific Principles of Agriculture considered as a Branch of Public Edu- 
cation in India. By Henry Piddington. (Printed for private circulation in 1839) 
and now published. Calcutta: 1854. 8vo. pp. 23. 

A Grammar of the Cingalese Language. By James Chater. [Interleaved, and 
with occasional MS. notes.] Colombo: 1815. Svo. pp. x, 41. 

A School Dictionary, English and Singhalese. Compiled for the Ceylon Central 
School Commission. Colombo: 1845. 24mo. 

A School Dictionary, Singhalese and English. By the Rev. W. BridgnelL Co- 
lombo: 1847. 24mo. 

Second Report of the Female Boarding School at Oodooville, Jaffna ; under the di- 
rection of the American Ceylon Mission. July, 1843. Jaffna. Svo. pp. 27. 

Also, bound with the above : 

First Report of the Female Boarding School at Varany, Jaffna; under the direction 
etc. Oct., 1843. Jaffna. 8vo. pp. 10. 

Report on the Wellicadde Gaol, Colombo, Ceylon; from its commencement, De- 
cember 1, 1843, to September 30, 1849. By A. G. Green, J. P., Governor of the 
Establishment. Colombo: 1850. 8vo. pp. iv, 84. 

The Leading Principles of English Grammar, translated into Persian, by Syud 
Auzumoodeen Hussun Belgramee. [English and Persian.J Calcutta: 1833. 
12 mo. 


The Persian Reader ; or Select Extracts from Various Persian Writers. [English 
and Persian] Vol. I, 1835. VoL II, 1836. Calcutta. Svo. ° 

School Dictionary, English and Persian. Calcutta: 1855. 16mo. 

An Armenian Book, historical and geographical. 12mo. 

Specimen Nos of 7 newspapers, published at Constantinople. Italian, Greek, Rus- 
sian. Turkish and Armenian. 


A Grammar of the Hebrew Tongue, being an Essay to bring the Hebrew Gram- 
mar into English to facilitate the Instruction of all those who are desirous of ac- 

quiring a clear idea of this Piimitive Tongue by their own Studies, and 

pubiL-hed more especially for the use of the students of Harvard College at 

saar asa? ~ J 
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A Manuscript Copy of the KurSn, written at Palembang, in Java, in 1854, in pur- 
suance of a vow, by Mayerbinah, a returned Pilgrim to Mecca. 556 pages, folio 
size, the first two and last two pages brilliantly illuminated ; the rest with col- 
ored borders, and occasional ornamented headings ; Arabic binding. Yery hand- 
some, and in perfect order ; enclosed in calico bag. 

Dictionnaire Franfais-Arabe, (Idiome parte en Algerie) contenant : 1 0 tons les mots 
usit6s pour parler en Algerie .... 2° leur prononciation .... 3° lenr pluriel ; 
4° leur genre ; par Ad. Paulnier, etc., etc. Ouvrage compose a Alger, et verifid 
par plusieurs savants indigenes. Paris: 1850. 12mo. pp. xx, 911. 

Dizionario portatile delle Lingue Maltese, Italians, Inglese, compilato da F. Vella. 

Parte prima [Maltese-Italian-English]. Livorno: 1843. 8vo. 

Maltese Grammar for the use of the ikiglish, by Francis Vella. Leghorn: 1831. 
12mo. 

Narrative of a Journey to the Zoolu Country, in South Africa. By Capt. Alien F. 

Gardiner, R. N. Undertaken in 1835. London: 1836. 8vo. 

Ueber die Ursprache, oder fiber eine Behauptung Mosis, dass alle Sprachen der 
Welt von einer einzigen, der noachisehen, abstammen ; mit einigen Anhiingen. 
Von D. Gottlieb Philipp Christian Kaiser, etc. Erlangen : 1840. 8vo. 

Thirty-six copper coins, all from the mint of Alexandria; viz. 15 of Claudius Gofh- 
icus ; 8 of Gallienus ; 5 of Cornelia Salonina, wife of Gallienus ; 3 of Gordianus ; 
2 of Severus Alexander ; 1 of Phdippus II ; 1 of V alerianus ; 1 of Trebonianus 
Gallus. 

From Rev. E. C. Bridgman , I). I)., of Shanghai. 

Slip 3 from the North-China Herald, describing the visit of the American Embassy 
to Pekin. 

Catholic Prayer-Book, in Chinese. 1795. 12mo. 

Inaugural Address before the Shanghai Literary and Scientific Society ; Sketches 
of the Miau-Tsze ; by Rev. E. C. Bridgman [From Vol. I of Journ. of N.-China 
Branch of Roy. As. Society]. Shanghai: 1857-59. 8vo. 

From the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

Catalogue of the Library of the British and Foreign Bible Society. By George 
Bullen, of the British Museum. London : 1857. 8vo. 

From Prof. Hermann Brockhaus , of Leipzig. 

Die Sage von Nala und Damayanti, nach der Bearbeitung des Somadeva herans- 
gegeben von Hermann Brockhaus, etc. Leipzig: 1859. roy. 8vo. pp. x, 32. 

Die Lieder des Hafiz .... herausgegeben von Hermann Brockhaus. i. 4 ; ii. 1-4. 

From J. F. Brown, Esq n of Constantinople. 

La Presse d’Orient [semi-weekly newspaper]. Nos. 237-246. April-May, 1857. 
Constantinople. foL 

From Rev. Ebenezer Burgess, of Bostmi. 

A Vocabulary of Words in the Hawaiian Language [by Lorrin Andrews], Lahai- 
naluna: 1836. 8vo. 

The Bengalee Translation of the Vedant, or Resolution of all the Veds. .*. . . 

Together with a Preface by the Translator. Calcutta : 1815. 8vo. 

A Vocabulary, English and Goojurattee, to which is added a Selection of Fables, <tc. 

By the Rev. William Fyvie. Surat : 1828. 8vo. 

A Grammar of the Maliratta Language. To which are added Dialogues on Famil- 
iar Subjects. The Second Edition. By W. Carey, D. D., etc. Serampore: 1808. 
8vo. _ 

A Help in acquiring a Knowledge of the English Language. . . . [English and Can- 
arese]. Bellary Mission Press : 1835. 8vo„ 

Vocabulary of the Haussa Language. Part L — English and Haussa. Part II. — 
Haussa and English, and Phrases and Specimens of Translations. To which are 
prefixed, the Grammatical Elements of the Haussa Language. By the Rev. 
James Frederick Schon, etc. London: 1843. 12mo. 
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Vocabulary of the Tornba Language. Parti — English and Yoruba. Part II. — 
Yoruba and English. To which are prefixed, the Grammatical Elements of the 
Yoruba Language. By Samuel Crowther, Native Teacher, etc. London: 1842. 
12mo. 

An Imperfect Outline of the Elements of the Galla Language, by the Rev. J. L. 
Kraj'f. Preceded by a few Remarks concerning the Nation of the Gallas, and an 
Evangelical Mission among them, by the Rev. C. W. Isenberg. London : 1840. 
12mo. pp. xiv, 16. 

Dictionary of the Galla Language, composed by Charles Tutschek, published by 
Lawrence Tutschek. Part L Galla-English-Gerraan. Munich: 1844. 8vo. 

A Grammar of the Galla Language, by Charles Tutschek, edited by Lawrence 
Tutschek, M. D. Munich: 1845. 8vo. 

By the Ceylon Mission of the A. B. C. F. M. 

The Holy Bible .... translated .... under the auspices of the Brit, and For. Bible 
Society. Madras: 1860. roy. 8vo. Tamil. 

The same, printed on paper of quarto size. 

Genesis and Exodus XX. (New Version). .. .Jaffna: 1850. 18mo. Tamil. 
Deuteronomy. . . , Manepy : 1839. 18mo. Tamil. 

The Book of Joshua.... Manepy: 1839. 18mo. 3 copies. Tamil. 

The Book of Judges.... Jaffna: 1840. 18mo. 3 copies. Tamil. 

The First [and Second] Book of Samuel.... Jaffna: 1840. 18mo. Tamil. 

The First [and Second] Book of Kings. .. . Jaffna: 1840. 18mo. Tamil. 

The Book of Ezra [with Nehemiah, Esther, and Job] Jaffna: 1841. Tamil. 

The Psalms ... . Manepy : 1839. 18ino. 3 copies. Tamil. 

The Book of Psalms Manepy : 1850. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Book of Psalms. Diglot Edition Jaffna: 1860. 12mo. 2 copies. Eng- 

lish and Tamil. 

The Proverbs of Solomon. .. . Jaffna: 1850. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Book of Isaiah.... Jaffna: 1841. 18mo. 3 copies. Tamil. 

The New Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ In the Tamil Lan- 
guage. Madras : 1840. 8vo. 

The same. Jaffna: 1843. 8vo. 

The Gospel according to Matthew. .. . Jaffna: 1854. 18mo. Tamil. 

Barnes’ Notes on St. Matthew’s Gospel. Madras: 1848. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Gospel of Mark.... Jaffna: 1851. ISmo. Tamil. 

Luke’s Gospel. .. . Jaffna: 1848. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Gospel according to St. Luke.... Jaffna: 1849. 12mo. 3 copies. English 
and Tamil. 

John’s Gospel .... Jaffna : 1 841. 1 2mo. Tamil. 

The Acts of the Apostles. .. . Jaffna: 1854. 18mo. Tamil. 

The Acts of the Apostles. Diglot Edition. .. . Jaffna: 1851. 12mo. English and 
Tamil. 

Paul’s Epistles to Timothy. — The Glneral Epistle of James.— The Three Epistles 

of John Jaffna: 1837. 32mo. 3 copies. Tamil. 1 

A Compendium of Scripture History. .. . Manepy: 1839. 18mo. Tamil. 

A Compendium of Doctrine Jaffna: 1840. 18mo. Tamil. 

The History of Little Henry aud his Bearer. By Mrs. Sherwood. Translated from 
tty: English. Madras: 1840. 18mo. Tamil. 

An Essay on Faith. Designed for Catechists and Students of Theology. . . . Jaff- 
na: 1842. ISmo. Tamil. 

Tamil Tracts. 

General Series. Nos. 1-17, 24, 24-34, 36-66, 70, 71, 73-78 ; bound together in 
one volume. Jaffna: 1842-45. 12rao. 

New Children's Series. Nos. 1-28; bound together in one volume, s. L ands-a. 

18>T10. 

A Brief HistoiV of the Church of Christ, from the German of the Rev. C. G. Barth 
etc. Translated from the English. * Madras : 1845. l‘ 2 mo. Tamil. * 

Tamil Hymns, Selected and Original, adapted for Public, Private, and Social Wor- 
ship... . Jaffna. 1846. 8vo. 

The same, iq 24mo. 
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Prayers for the use of Christian Families, -with an Essay on Family Religion and 
a Table of Lessons for Family Worship. , .'. Jaffna: 1846. 8 VO. Tamil. 

The Class Book of Natural Theology. By the Rev. T. H. Galkaudet. . . . Madras : 
1846. 1 2mo. Tamil. 

Line upon Line, by the author of “ Peep of Day . Madras : 1846. 2 vols. 18mo. 
Tamil. 

The Indian Pilgrim... . Second Edition. Madras: 1847. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, by Dr. Doddridge. Abridged and 
altered.... Jaffna: 1848. 12mo. English and Tamil. 

The same. Tamil only. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress from this World to that ■which is to come. By John Bun- 
yan.... Fifth Edition. Madras: 1848. 12mo. Tamil. 

The Daily Monitor: containing a text from Holy Scripture and a verse of Sacred 
Poetry for every morning and evening in the year. Jaffna: 1849. 24mo. Tamil. 
Instructions to Catechists. In twenty chapters; with an Appendix of eight chap- 
ters. By Rev. C. J. Beschi. Madras: 1849. 18mo. Tamil. 

A Poetical Compend of the Bible. In the form of a dialogue between a Gooroo 
and a Disciple concerning God, the soul, and sin. Jaffna: 1852. 18mo. Tamil. 
Summary of a Body of Divinity. In the Tamil Language. By the late Rev. C. 

T. E. Rhenius, Missionary. Fourth Edition. Madras: 1852. 12mo. 

Light of Truth. A Rejoinder to Abbe Dubois’s Refutation of Heresy. By Rev. 
G. W. McMillan, etc. Madras: 1853. 18mo. Tamil. 

A Manual Dictionary of the Tamil Language Jaffna: 1842. 8vo. 3 copies. 

Abridgment of Rhenius’ Tamil Grammar. Second Edition ; with additions and 
improvements. Madras: 1846. 12mo. 

Abridgment of Tamil Grammar Jaffna: 1848. 18mo. Tamil. 

Easy Reader Jaffna: 1846. 18mo. Tamil. 

Tamil Instructor. Nos. 1-5. Manepy and Jaffna : 1847-51. 18mo. Tamil. 
Negandu: Part XI. .. .Jaffna : 1843. 8vo. Tamil. 

The Classical Reader, or Selections from Standard Tamil Authors. Jaffna : 1847. 
8vo. 

Tamil Calendar : for the years 1835-1844, bound in one volume: for the years 
1845, 1847, 1850-1853, separate. Jaffna: 1834-63. 8vo. 

The Morning Star. Published semi-monthly. . . . devoted to Education, Science, 
and Literature, etc. .... Jaffna. Vols. i, ii, iv (of Vol. iv, 2 copies). 4to. 
1841-44. Vols. v-xiii, xv. folio. 1845-53, 1855. English and Tamil. 

Physical Science : in the form of a Dialogue. For the use of Schools. . . . Jaffna : 
1843. 16mo. Tamil. 

A Catechism on the Elements of Geography, in three Parts, with an Atlas. . . . 
Jaffna : 1847. 1 8mo. Tamil. 

The Oriental Astronomer : being a Complete System of Hindu Astronomy, accom- 
panied with a Translation, aod Numerous Explanatory Notes. With an Ap- 
pendix. Jaffna: 1848. 8vo. 3 copies. Tamil. 

An Elementary Arithmetic, combining many of the peculiarities of the European 
and Tamil Systems. Jaffna: 1849. 18mo. Tamil. 

Tamil Geography for the use of Schools. Hindustan.... Third Edition. JafTna: 
1850. 12mo. 

Elements of Logic By William Nevins. Jaffna: 1850. ISmo. Tamil. 

Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene. .. . Jaffna: 1853. 12mo. Tamil. 

An Elementary Algebra. By Daniel L. Carroll Jaffna: 1855. 12mo. Tamil. 

Three Chronological Charts, in Tamil and English. 

Four small Tamil books, without title, place, or date. 

First Lessons in English and Tamil. Designed to assist Tamil youth in the study 
of the English language.... Parts land II. Jaffna: 1847. 18mo. 
Phrase-Book; or Idiomatic Exercises in English and Tamil. Designed to assist 
Tamil youth in the study of the English language. Third Edition. Jaffna : 
1848. 12 mo. 

Ten English school-books, published for the use of Tamil scholars. 

The Sidath Sangarawa, a Grammar of the Singhalese Language, translated into 
English, with Introduction, Notes, and Appendices, by James De AJwis, etc. 
Colombo : 1852. 8vo. 



596 


American Oriental Society : 


Eeport of the American Ceylon Mission ; for the year 1852. Jaffna : 1853. 8vo. 
4 copies. Also, bound up with it. Brief Sketch of the American Ceylon Mission, 
with an Appendix. Jaffna : 1849. 8vo. 

From the Royal University of Norway, at Christiania. 

Det Kongelige Norske Frederiks Universitets Aarsberetning for 1854, for 1855. 
Christiania: 1857. 12mo. pp. 32, 37. 

Beitrage zur Lateinischen Grammatik. L Von L.C.M. Aubert. Christiania: 1856. 
8vo. pp, viii, 50. 

Quelques Observations de Morphologie V 5g4tale, faites au Jardin Botanique de 
Christiania par J. M. Norman, etc., et publiees. . . . par H. H. Rascb, etc. 
Christiania: 1857. 4to. pp. 32. , 

Observations sur les Phenon>5nes d’Erosion en Norvege, recueillies par J. C. Horbye, 
etc., et publiees par B. M. Keilhau, etc. Christiania : 1857. 4to. pp. viii, 56. 
Al-Mufassal, Opus de Re Grammatics Arabicum, auctore Abu’l-Kasim Mahmud 
Bin 'Omar Zamahs'ario. Ad fidem Codicum Manu scriptorum edidit J. P. Broch, 
theologiai candidatus. . . . Christiania 5 : 1859. 8vo. 

From the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Information respecting the History, Condition, and Prospects of the Indian Tribes of 
the United States. Collected and prepared. .. . by Henry R. Schoolcraft, LL.D. 
Part VI Philadelphia: 1857. 4to. 

From the Commisioner of Patents. 

Report of the Commissioner of Patents for the Year 1855. Arts and Manufac- 
tures. Vol. i. (2 copies). Washington: 1856. 8vo. 

The same, for the Year 1856. Agriculture ; Mechanics. Vol. i-iii. Washington : 
1857. 8vo. 


From Rev. C. H. A. Pall, of Calcutta. 

Vividhartha-sangraha. [A Bengali periodical], iv. 43, 45. Calcutta: 1857. 4to. 

From Capt. C. H. Davis, U. S. N., of Cambridge, 

Essai de Grammaire de la Langue des lies Marquises, par un pretre de la Soci£t§ 
de Picpus, missionaire aux lies Marquises [Rend Dordillon, bishop of Cambisio- 
palirej. Valparaiso: 1857. Svo. 


From Dr. T. T. Devan. 

The Beginner’s First Book iu the Chinese Language (Canton Vocabulary). . . . (By 
Thomas T. De van, M. D.] Hongkong: 1847. 8vo. ’ L 1 


From the Hon. East India Company. 

Rig-Veda-Sanbita, the Sacred Hymns of the BrahmaDs ; together with the Com- 
mentary of Sayanicharya. Edited by Max Muller, M. A., etc. Vol. iii. Lon- 
don : 1856. 4to. * 


Rig-Veda-Sanhit4 Translated from the Original Sanskrit, by H. H. Wilson 

etc., etc. Vols. ii, in. London : 1854, 1857. 8vo. 1 

A Glossary of Judicial and Revenue Terms, and of Useful Words, occurring in of- 
ficial documents relating to the administration of the government of British India, 
from the Arabic, Persian, Hindustani, Sanskrit. . . . and oilier languages 
By Horace Hayman Wilson, etc,, etc. London : 1855. 4to. pp. xxiv, 732. 


From Mr . li. TV Emerson, of Concord, Mass. 

The Sraddha, the Keystone of the Brabminical, Buddhistic, and Arian Religions as 
illustrative of the dogma and duty of adoption among the Princes and Peoole of 
India. By D. Urquhart. London : 1 857. Svo. pp. 44. v 


From M. P. E. Foucaux, of Paris. 

Grammaire de la Langue Tibetaine. Par Ph. Ed. Foucaux, etc. Paris: 1858. 8vo. 


From M. Garcin de Tassy ; of Paris. 

Mantic lJttalr on le Langage des Oiseaux, pobme de philosophi 
Farid-uddm Attar, publie en persan par M. Garcin de Tassv eu 
roy. 8vo. 


religieuse par 
Paris: 1857. 
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Lea Auteurs Hindoustanis et leurs Ouyrages, par M. Garcin de Tassy, etc. Paris : 
1865. 8m pp. 47. 

Chants Populaires de l’lnde, traduits par M. Garcin de Tassy. Paris: 1854. 8yo. 
pp, 49. 

Le Bostan, Po&ne moral de Saadi : Analyse et Extraits par M. Garcin de Tassy, 
etc. Paris : 1859. 8vo. pp. 24. 

Discours de M. Garcin de Tassy a l’Ouverture de son Cours d’ Hindoustani. . . . le 5 
Mai, 1859. Paris: 1859. 8vo. pp. 20. 

From the German Oriental Society. 

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft. x. 4 — xiv. 2. Leipzig : 

1856- 60. 8vo. 

Register zu Band i-x der Zeitsch. d. D. M. G. Leipzig: 1857. 8vo. 

Abhandlungen fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes, herausgegeben von der Deutschen 
Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft. Band i. Leipzig. 8vo. 

No. 1. Mithra. Ein Beitrag zur Mythengeschichte des Orients von Dr. Friedrich 
Windischmann. 1857. pp. iv, 90. 

No. 2. Al-Kindi, genannt “ der Philosoph der Araber.” Ein Vorbild seiner Zeit 
und seines Volkes. 1857. pp. 54. 

No. 3. Die fiinf GathSs, i ’ - « v— T: - J —n und Spruchen Zarathus- 

tras, seiner Jiinger und '■ i iibersetzt, und erklart von 

Dr. Martin Haug, etc. ■ \ i ■ - ■ ■ e Sammlung (Gatha ahu- 

naraiti) enthaltend. 1 858. 

No. 4. Ueber das (Jatrunjaya MaMtmyam. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Jaina. 
Von Albrecht Weber. 1858. 

No. 5. ITeber das Verbaltniss des Textes der drei Syrischen Briefe des Ignatius 
zu den iibrigen Recensionen der Ignatianischen Literatur. V on Richard Adel- 
bert Lipsius. 1859. 

Indische Studien.... herausgegeben von Albrecht Weber, iv. 1-3- Leipzig: 

1857- 58. 8vo. 

Biblioteca Arabo-Sicula, ossia Raccolta di Testi Arabici che toccano la Geographia, 
la Storia, le Biografie, e la Bibliografia della Sicilia, messi insieme da Michele 
Amar i. Lipsia: 1855. 8vo. 

From. Capt. James Glynn, U. S. F., of Few Haven. 

The TJrh-Ya, a Chinese Dictionary, profusely illustrated with cuts. In four Parts, 
large roy. 8vo size. 

Chinese Repository, xviii. 4. Canton: 1849. 8vo. 

From Rev. William Goodell, of Constantinople. 

The New Testament in the Turkish Language, Armenian character. Constantino- 
ple: 1856. roy. Svo. 

From the Ducal Libriry at Gotha. 

Die Persiscben Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek zu Gotha. Verzeichnet 
von Dr. Wilhelm Pertsch. Wien: 1859. 8vo. 

From Rev. Lewis Grout, of XJmxunduzi, S. Africa. 

An English-Kafir Dictionary of the Zulu-Kafir Language, as spoken by the Tribes of 
the Colony of Natal By James Perrin, etc. Pietermaritzburg: 1855. i6mo. 
Remarks on the Proper Treatment of Cases of Polygamy, as found already existing 
in Converts from Heathenism. By Dr, J. W. Colenso, Bishop of Natal, Pieter- 
maritzburg: 1855. 8vo. pp. 27. 

A Reply to Bishop Colenso’s “ Remarks ” By an Ameriian Missionary. Pie- 

termaritzburg: 1855. 8vo. pp. 56. 

A Sermon delivered .... in Durban, Natal, June 8, 1856. By Rev. Lewis Grout. 
Pietermaritzburg: 1856. 8vo. pp. 24. 

A Discourse delivered .... at Durban and Pietermaritzburg, during the au- 

tumn of 1857. By Rev. Lewis Grout Pietermaritzburg: 1867. 8vo. pp. 48. 

A Discourse, delivered .... in Durban, Natal, October 25th, 1857. By the Rev. 

Lewis Grout, etc. Pietermaritzburg: 1857. 8vo. pp. 39. 

The Cape Monthly Magazine. VoL iii, No. 13 : Jan. 1858. Cape Town. 8vo. 
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Acts of the Apostles, translated by the American Missionaries into the Zulu Lan- 
guage. Einsunduzi: 1859. 8vo. pp. 76. 

A Grammar of the Zulu Language ; accompanied •with a Historical Introduction, 
also with an Appendix By Rev. Lewis Grout, eta Natal : 1859. 8vo. 

Prom Prof. S. S. Haldeman , of Columbia, Pa. 

Elements of Latin Pronunciation, for the Use of Students in Language .... By 
S. S. Haldeman, etc. Philadelphia: 1861. 12mo. pp. 76. 

Investigation of the Power of the Greek Z by means of Phonetic Laws — On the 
Relation between Chinese and the Indo-European Languages — Report on the 
Present State of our Knowledge of Linguistic Ethnology — by S. S. Haldeman. 
Cleveland and Albany : 1856-57. 8vo. pp. 37. 

From Rev. E. E. Hale, of Boston. 

The Quarterly Journal of the American Unitarian Association. YoL v, Nos. 2, 3. 
Boston: 1858. 8vo. 

From F. E. Hall, Esq., of India. 

Mukhtasar al-Ma’an, a rhetorical work, by Mas’ud Ben Umar, called Sa’ad al-Tafta- 
zani. Calcutta: A. H. 1228 [A. D. 1813]. 4to. 

Nur al Anwar fi Sharh al-Minar, a work on jurisprudence, by Shaikh Ahmad, called 
Shaikh Juyun Ben Abu Sa’id, etc. Delhi : A. H. 1234 [A. D. 1818], 4to. 

Karabadin i Kabir. A. H. 1249 [A. D. 1833], fob Persian. 

Makhzan al-Adwiyah, by Muhammad Husain Khani. 2 vols. 4to. Persian. 

A Treatise on the Yoga Philosophy, by N. C. Paul, eta Benares: 1851. 8vo. pp. 
iv. 63. 

Collectio Davidis, i. e. Catalogus celeberrim® illius bibliotheca: Hebreeae, quam 

collegit R. Davides Oppenheimerus .... hbros Hebraeos ex omni fere literarum 
genere tam editos quam manu exaratos continens. Hamburgi: 1826. 12mo. pp. 
xvi, 744. rr • 

Three stones, bearing Sanskrit inscriptions, from Central India (see above pp 499- 
537). rr 

From the Family of the late Baron Hammer-Purgstall , of Vienna. 

Literatur-Geschichte der Araber von Hammer-PurgstaU. Zweite Abtheilung 

7ter Band. Wjen: 1856. 4to. 


From B. H. Hodgson, Esq., of Dursley, England. 

On the Aborigines of India. Essay the First ; on the Kocch, Bodo, and Dhimkl 
Tribes, in Three Parts ... . By B. H. Hodgson, Esq., etc. Calcutta: 1847. 8vo 
Collection of lesser essays on the aboriginal tribes of India, by B. H Hodgson, Esq.', 
extracted from various volumes of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of 

Illustrations of the Literature and Religion of the Buddhists. Br B. H Hodrrson. 
Esq., eta Serampore: 1841. 8vo. J ' 6 ’ 

From W. B. Hodgson, Esq., of Savannah. 

Remarks on the Recent Travels of Dr. Barth in Central Africa or Soudan. A 
Paper read before the Ethnological Society of New York, Nov. 1858, by Wdliam 
B. Hodgson. 8vo. pp. 18. 1 


From Rev. C. C. Hoffman, of West A frica. 

c.*VsS”i7L s "&,'™:r“ l ‘ s """ r-*** 

The Cavalla Messenger [Grebo and English], iii. 10 ; ix 1. Cavalla : 1855-69 4to 
The Gosjiel according to St. John, translated into the Mpongwe Lammaee • bv 
M^mnanes of the A B. C. F. M., Gaboon, Western Afrii ^ew YmkTlSbt 
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From Mrs. H. S. Hoisington, of Centre Brook, Conn. 

Manuscripts and Diagrams by the late Rev. H. R. Hoisington, to wit :— 
Meteorological Journal anil Astrological Meteorology. 1 840, Aug. 8—1 841, Feb. 2. 
Astrological Journal, with Tables. Aug. 27— Dec. 7, 1840. 

Translation, from the Tamil, of part of the Skanda-Purana, being an account of 
the universe ; with maps. 

Diagrams representing the Puranic view of the earth and of the universe ; from 
a temple in South-India. 

Figure of KSmadhenu, the cow of plenty, with explanations. 

Figure of the so-called impression of Buddha’s foot, Adam’s Peak, Ceylon ; with 
a plan of the temple. 

From Prof. C. A. Eolmboe , of Christiania . 

Traces de Buddhisme en Norvege avant 1’Introduction du Christianisme, par M. C. 
A. Holmboe, etc. Paris: 1857. 8vo. pp. 76. 

From J. J. James, Esq., of Florence. 

Art- Hints. Architecture, Sculpture, and Painting. By James Jackson Jarves, etc. 

London: 1855. 12mo. 

A Japanese book and map. 

From the Chev. N. Khanikoff. 

Extrait d’une Lettre de Mons. If. Khanykof A M. Dorn, dat€e de Nihmetabad 
” 8«pt- 1SKS 
9 Oct ’ 18S5 - 

do. do. datde de Tabriz, le T \ Dec. 1855. 

do. do. datee de Ifihmetabad, le -fe Sept. 1856. 

do. do. datee de Tabriz, le Avril, 1867. 

[all extracts from the Melanges Asiatiques of the Imperial Academy of St. Pe- 
tersburg] 

On a certain Arabic Inscription at Derbend .... [in Russian]. 8vo. pp. 10, and 2 
plates. [2 copies.] 

From Rev. E. N. Kirk , D.I)., of Boston. 

Mo'ise de Khorene Bistoire d’ Armenie. Texte Armenien et Traduction Fran- 

Saise. Par M. P. E. Le Vaillant de Florival, etc. Paris: s. a. 2 vols. 8vo. 

From Dr. Adalbert Kuhn, of Berlin. 

Zeitschrift fiir Vergleichende Sprachforschung, auf dem Gebiete des Deutschen, 
Griechischen, und Lateinischen, herausgegeben von Dr. Adalbert Kuhn, etc. 
viii. 1-6; ix. 1-4. Berlin: 1858-59. 8vo. 

Be it rage zur Vergleichenden Sprachforschung auf dera Gebiete der Arischen, Celt- 
ischen, und Slawischen Sprachen, herausgegeben von A. Kuhn und A. Schleicher, 
i. 1—4; ii. 1, 2. Berlin: 1856-59. 8vo. 

From Prof. Christian Lassen, of Bonn. 

Indische Alterthumskunde. Band iii. Leipzig: 1857-58. 8vo. 

From L. A. Huguet-Lataur, Esq., of Montreal. 

Various pamphlets and Journals, concerning education and agriculture in Canada. 

From the Lodiana Mission of the Presbyterian Board. 

A Dictionary of the Panjabi Language, prepared by a Committee of the Lodiana 
Mission. Lodiana: 1854. 4to. 

From Dr. D. J. Macgowan, of Shanghai. 

Shanghai Almanac and Miscellany, for the years 1852-55. Shanghai: 1851-54. 
8vo. 
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Chinese and Foreign Gazette. VoL L 1854-55. YoL ii. 1865-56. Ningpo. 8vo. 
The Ninth Annual Report of the Chinese Hospital at Shanghae, from Jan. 1st to 
Dec. 31st, 1855. By the Committee. Shanghae: 1856. 8vo. pp. 15. 

Notices of Chinese Buddhism, by Rev. J. Edkins, Shanghae. 1855. 8vo. pp. 39. 

From Rev. W. A. Maey, of Shanghai. 

The Gospel of Matthew, in Manchu and Chinese. Shanghai: 1858. roy. 8vo. size, 
xylographed. 

From Messrs. Maisonneuve & Cie, of Paris. 

Recherches snr l’Ecritnre des differents Peuples anciens et modemes; onvrage ren- 
fermant une grande collection d’ alphabets et de nombrenx fac-simile d’ecritures 
reproduits en or et en couleur, par L. Leon de Rosny. Livraisons 1-4. Paris: 
1857. 4to. 

. From Mon. G. P. Marsh, of Burlington, Vt. 

On the Rosbeniah Sect, and its Rounder, Bayezid Ansdrt By J. Leyden, M.D. 
4to. pp. 66. 

From Ret. J. A. Merrick, of Paris, Ky. 

Three Tracts, in the Assiniboine Chippewa Language, to wit : — 

The Young Cottager. Montreal: 1848. 12mo. pp. 34. 

On the Holy Scriptures, with a Hymn to Christ. [New York: 1852.] 12mo. 

pp. 12. 

The Creed — The Commandments — The Lord's Prayer. [London: 1853] 12mo. 

pp. 5. 

Four coins, two silver and two copper, not yet identified : one copper cash. 

From J. Muir, Esq., of Edinburg. 

Original Sanskrit Texts on the Origin and Progress of the Religion and Institutions 
of India; collected, translated into English, and illustrated by Notes .... By 
J. Muir, etc. Part First. The Mythical and Legendary Accounts of Caste. Lon- 
don: 1858. 8vo. 

From Prof. K. F. Neumann , of Munich. 

Geschichte des Englischen Reichs in Asien. Von Karl Friedrich Neumann. Leip- 
zig: 1857. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Das Reich Japan und seine Stellung iu der Westostlichen Weltbewegung. Von 
Karl Friedrich Neumann. [Miinchen: 1857.] 12mo. 

From the North- China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. 

Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. VoL i, Nos. 1, 2. 
Shanghai: 1858-59. 8vo. 

From the Oriental Society of France. 

Revue de l’Orient Bulletin de la Society Orientale de France. 16me annee. 
Nros. i-i.v. Paris: 1858. 8vo. 

From Prof. Joseph Packard, P I)., of Fairfax Co., Pa. 

The Gospel of Matthew, in Shanghai Colloquial, Chinese character. Shanghai. 
8vo size, xylographed. 

The same, rotnanized. Shanghai 8vo size, xylographed. 

A Geography, in Shanghai Colloquial, romanized; with maps. Shanghai 8vo 
size, xylographed. 

From Mr. A. H. Palmer. 

Documents and Facts illustrating the Origin of the Mission to Japan, authorized by 

the Government of the United States, May 10th, 1851 By Aaron Haight 

Palmer. Washington: 1857. 8vo, pp. 22. 6 

From Ret. J. Perkins, P.P., of OHtmiah. 

The Old Testament in Modem Syriac, with References. 4to. pp. 1004. 
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From the Philological Society of London. 

Proceedings of the Philological Society. Yols. i-vi. London: 1844-54. 8vo. 
Transactions of the Philological Society. 1854, 1855, 1856. London. 8ro. 

From Dr. Charles Pickering, of Boston. 

The Geographical Distribution of Animals and Plants. By Charles Pickering, etc. 
Boston and London : 1854. foL 

From Prof A. F. Pott, of Halle. 

Etymolorisohe Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der Indo-Germaniscben Sprachen, 
unter Beriicksichtigung ilirer Hauptformen .... von Aug. Fried. Pott, etc., etc. 
Zweite Auflage in vollig neuer IJmarbeitung. Erster TheiL Prapositionen. 
Lemgo und Detmold: 1859. 8vo. pp. xxvi, 859. 

From Rddhdkanta Deva Bahadur, of Calcutta. 

(Jlabdakalpadrnmapnrifishtah. An appendix to the t^abdakalpadrnma, or Sanskrit 
Encyclopedia, of Radhakanta Deva. Calcutta: 1179 [A. D. 1856]. 4to. pp. 1396. 

From Rdjendralala Ultra, of Calcutta. 

Vividhartha-Sangraha .... a Bengali monthly magazine, published in numbers of 
24 pages. Vols. ii, iii. Calcutta: 1851-52. 4to. 

Bibliotheca Xndica. No. 78. Cbhandogya-Upanishad .... translated .... by Ea- 
jendralal Mittra. Fasciculus 1st. Calcutta: 1854. 8vo. 
do. Nos. 47, 48, 80. Cbaitanya Chandrodaya, or the Incarnation of Chaitanya; 
a Drama, in ten acts, by Kavikarnapura. With a commentary explanatory of 
the Prakrita passages, by Pandita Viswanatha S'tistri Edited by Rojendraldl „ 
Mittra. Calcutta: 1853-54. 8vo. 

do. Nos. 51, 73, 143-5. The Lalita-Vistara, or Memoirs of the Life and Doc- 
trines of S'akya Sinha. Edited by RAjendralal Mittra. Fasciculi 1-5. Calcutta : 

. 1853-58. 8vo. 

do. Nos. 125, 126. The Taittiriya BrSlimana of the Black Yajur Veda, with 
the Commentary of Sayanacharya, edited by Rdjendratitl Mittra, etc. Fasciculi 
1, 2. Calcutta: 1855. 8vo. 

From M. Reinaud, of Paris. 

Question Scientifiqne et Personelle, soulevge an sein de 1’Tnstitut, an snjet des der- 
nieres d5couvertes sur la Geographic et l’Histoire de Plnde, avec les explications 
de M. Reinaud, etc. Nouvelle edition, revue et augmentee d’ une deuxieme 
partie. Paris: 1859. 8vo. pp. 36. 

From M. Ernest Renan, of Paris. 

Noovelles Considerations sur le Caractere G4neral des Peuples Semitiqucs, et en 
particulier sur leur tendance an monoth^isme, par M. Ernest Renan. [Extrait 
du Journal Asiatique] Paris : 1859. 8vo. 

From Rev. Elias Riggs, D.D., of Constantinople. 

Outline of a Grammar of the Turkish Language, as written in the Armenian Char- 
acter. By Elias Riggs, etc. Constantinople: 1856. 16mo. pp. iv, 56. 

Gospel of Matthew, in the Kurdish Language, Armenian Character. (“Translated 
by a native helper of the Assyrian Mission of the A. B. C. F. M.. and the first 
book printed in Kurdish, so far as I am aware. — E. R.”) Constantinople: 1866. 
12mo. 

From Prof. E. Rodiger , of Halle. 

Gulielmi Gesenii Thesaurus .... Yeteris Testament!. Tomi Tertii Fasciculus No- 
vissimus .... edidit JEmilius Roediger, etc. Lipsim : 1858. 4to. 

From Dr. F. L. 0. Roehrig, of Philadelphia. 

De Turcorum Lingo se Indole ac Natura scripsit F. L. O. Roehrig. Philadelphia : 
1859. 8vo. pp. 30. 
von. vi. 
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From Professors Roth and Whitney. 

Atharva-Veda-Sanhita, herausgegeben von R. Roth und W. D* Whitney. Zweite 
Abtheilung [das 20ste Buch des Textes enthaltend]. Berlin: 1856. 8vo. 

From, the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, xvi. 2 ; xvii. 1. 
London: 1856-59. 8vo. 

From the Royal Society of Northern Antiquaries. 

Sur la Construction des Salles dites des Geants, par S. M. le Roi Frederic VII de 
Danemark. Copenhague: 1857. 8vo. pp 19. 

Cabinet d’ Antiquite3 Amdricaines a Copenhague. Rapport Ethnographique par 
C. C. Rafn. Copenhague : 1858. 8vo. pp. 60. 

Various papers concerning the Royal Society of northern Antiquaries. 

From Prof. E. E. Salisbury, of New Haven. 

Journal de Constantinople. Nos. 759, 760, 762, 764. 1856. fol. 

From Prof. B. Silliman, Jr., of New Haven. 

The Gospel of Mark, in Zulu. Emkungunblovu : 1856. 16mo. pp. 59. 

An Arithmetic, in Zulu. Etekwini: 1856. 18mo. 

The Psalms, in Zulu. Port Natal : 1850. 8vo. 

The Epistle to the Romans, in Zulu. Port Natal : 1854. 16mo. pp. 54. 

Acts of the Apostles, in Zulu. Emsunduzi: 1859. 8vo. pp. 76. 

A Zulu Primer. Emsunduzi: 1859. 8vo. pp. 8. 

The Three Epistles of the Apostle John, translated into Delaware Indian, by C. F. 
Dencke. [English and Delaware, on opposite pages] New York: 1818. 24mo. 

pp. 21. 

From the Smithsonian Institution. 

Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. VoKviii-x. Washington: 1856-58. 4to. 
Reports of the Smithsonian Institution, for 1855; for 1856; for 1857. Washing- 
ton: 1856-58. 8 vo. 

From Prof. J. A. Spencer, D.D., of New York. 

Egypt and the Holy Land .... By J. A. Spencer, D.D., eta Fourth Edition. 
New York: 1854. 12mo. 

From Rev. D. T. Stoddard, of Orumiah. 

“ Green Pastures for the Lord’s Flock;” .... translated from the English into the 
Modem Syriac, sm. 4to. 

A Full Arithmetic, in Modem Syriac, sm. 4to. 

A Compendium of Church History ; translated from the English into the Modem 
Syriaa sm. 4to. 

“Scripture Facts,” .... translated into Modern Syriaa 12mo. 

Baxter’s Saints’ Rest, translated into Modern Syriac. 12mo. 

“ Threefold Cord ;” .... translated from English into Modern Syriaa 16mo. 

From the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg. 

Bulletin de la Classe Historico-Philologique de l’Academie Imperiale des Sciences 
de St--P5tersbourg. Tomes ix-rv. St-Petersbourg : 1852-58. 4to. 

Memoires de l’Academie Imperiale de3 Sciences de St.-Petersbourg. Sixieme 
S5rie. Sciences Politiques, Histoire, Philologie. Tomes viii, ix. St.-Pdters- 
bourg: 1855-59. 4to. 

'Aly Ben Scbems-Eddin’s Clianisches Oescbichtswerk, oder Geschichte von Gilftn in 
den Jahren 880 (=1475) bis 920 (=1514). Persischer Text. Herausgegeben 
von B Dom. St. Petersburg: V857. 8vo. 

'Abdu’l-Fattah Fumeny’a Geschichte von GilAn in den Jahren 923 (=1617) bis 1038 
(=1628). Persischer Text. Herausgegeben von B. Dom. St. Petersburg: 
1858. 8vo. s 
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Ansziige ans Muhammedani«chen Schriftstellem, betreffend die Geschichte und 
Geographic der siidlichen Kiistenlander des Kaspischen Meeres, nebst einer kur- 
zen Geschichte der Chane von Scheki. Arabische, Persische, und Tiirkische 
Texte. Herausgegeben von B. Dorn. St. Petersburg : 1858. 8vo. pp. 47, 626. 

From the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 

Report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, .... 1857. Washington: 
1858. 4to. 

From L. W. Tappan , Esq., of Boston. 

A Javanese manuscript, on lour strips of palm-leaf. 

From Nicholas Triibner , Esq., of London. 

The Literature of American Aboriginal Languages, by Hermann E. Ludewig. 
With additions and corrections by Prof. Wm. W. Turner. Edited by Nicholas 
Triibner. London: 1858. 8vo. 

From Prof. S. H. Turner , D.D., of New York. 

The Epistles to the Romans, to the Galatians, to the Ephesians, and to the He- 
brews, in Greek and English. With an Analysis and Exegetical Commentary, 
by Samuel H. Turner, D.D. 4 vols. New York: 1855-56. 8vo. 

Thoughts on the Origin, Character, and Interpretation of Scripture Prophecy. In 
Seven Discourses .... With Notes. By Samuel H. Turner, D.D., etc. New 
York: 1856. 12ino. 

From the Imperial-Royal Geographical Society of Vienna. 

Mittheihingen der Kaiserlich-konigliclien Geographischen Gesellschaft. Jalirgange 
i, ii, iii. 1, 2. Wien: 1857-59. 8vo. 

From Rev. Edward Webb, of Dindigul. 

The Tamil Quarterly Repository. Vols. i-iv. Madras: 1854-57. roy. 8vo. 

From Prof. Albrecht Weber, of Berlin. 

TTeber das Da?akuraara-Caritam, die Fahrten der zehn Prinzen, von A. Weber, 
[pp. 18-56 of the Monatsberichte d. Kon. Ak. d. Wiss. zu' Berlin, 1S59J 8vo, 

I!i' In- r ein Indisches Wiirfel Orakel, von A. Weber, [pp. 158-180 of do. j 8vo. 

Zwei Vedische Texte iiber Omina und Portenta. Von A. Weber, [pp. 313-413 
of the Abhandlungen d. Kon. Ak. d. Wi«s. zu Berlin, 1858] 4to. 

Die Vajrastici des Apvaghosha. Von A. Weber, [p. 205-264 of do., 1859] 4to. 

From Dr. S. W. Williams, of Canton. 

A Tonic Dictionary of the Chinese Language, in the Canton Dialect. By Samuel 
Wells Williams. Canton : 1856. 8vo. pp. xxxvi, 832. 

From Messrs. Williams and Norgate, of London. 

The Languages of the Seat of War in the East With a Survey of the Three 
Families of Language, Semitic, Arian, and Turanian. By Max Muller, etc. 
Second Edition, with an Appendix on the Missionary Alphabet, and an Ethnolog- 
ical Map, drawn by Augustus Petermann. London: 1855. 8vo. 

Early Christianity in Arabia; a Historical Essay. By Thomas Wright, etc. Lon- 
don: 1855. 8vo. 

The Book of Jonah in four Semitic Versions, viz. Chaldee, Syriac, ASthiopic, and 
Arabic. W ith corresponding Glossaries, by W. Wright. London: 1857. 8vo. 

A Pocket Dictionary of the English and Turkish Languages. By J. Sauerwein. 
Loudon: 1855. 18mo. 

Williams and Norgate’s Foreign Catalogues. London. 8vo. 

Buddhism and Buddhist Pilgrims. A Review of M. Stanislas Julien’s “ Voyages 

des Peierins Bouddhistes.” By Max Miilier, etc Together with a Letter on 

the original meaning of 1 Nirvapa.’ London : 1857. 8vo. pp. 54. 
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Modern Investigations on Ancient India. A Lecture delivered in Berlin March 4th, 
1854, by Professor A. Weber. Translated from the German by Fanny Metcalfe. 
London : 1 857. 8vo. pp. 31. 

Analecta Nicsena : Fragments relating to the Council of Nice. The Syriac Text, 
from an ancient MS. in the British Museum. With a Translation, Notes, etc. 
By B. Harris Cowper. London : 1857. roy. 8vo. pp. iv, 88. 

Essays on the Religion and Philosophy of the Hindus, by the late H. T. Colebrooke, 
Esq. A New Edition. London: 1858. 8vo. 

A Reading Book of the Turkish Language, with a Grammar and Vocabulary ; . . . • 
By William Burckhardt Taylor, etc. London: 1854. 8vo. 

Gilchrist’s Oordoo Risaluh. Or Rules of Hindoostanee Grammar. Calcutta: 1831. 

8 vo. lithographed. 

The Philological Essays of the late Rev. Richard Garnett of the British Museum. 
Edited by his Son. London: 1859. 8vo. 

On the Christian Duty of the British Government in India, addressed to the Right 
Honorable * * * * by Abd al- Wahid. London: 1859. 8vo. pp. 22. 

Selections from Papers on Indigo Cultivation in Bengal, with an Introduction and a 
few Notes, by a Rvot. Calcutta: 1858. 8vo. 

Georgii Guilielmi Kirschii Chrestomathia Syriaca cura Lexico. Denuo edidit Geor- 
gius Henricus Bernstein, etc. Pars Prior. Chrestomathia ex Codd. MSS. emen- 
data et aucta. — Pars Posterior. Lexicon penitus novatum. Lipsiae : 1&32-36. 
2 yols. 8vo. 

The Mutinies and the People, or Statements of Native Fidelity, exhibited during 
the Outbreak of 1857-58. By a Hindu. Calcutta: 1859. 8vo. 

From Prof. H. H. Wilson , of London. 

Rig-Veda-Sanhita .... Translated from the Original Sanskrit. By H. H. Wilson, 
etc., etc. [Vol. i] London: 1850. 8vo. 

From Dr. Joseph Wilson , U. 8. N. 

A Japanese Fan, inscribed with a traveller’s Guide. Accompanied with a manu- 
script notice, -transcription, and partial translation, by Dr. J. Wilson. 

The Bible, in the Tahitian Language. Londou: 1847. 8vo. pp. 983. 

A Tahitian and English Dictionary, with introductory remarks on the Polynesian 
Language, and a short Grammar of the Tahitian Dialect ; with an Appendix.. . . . 
Tahiti: 1851. 8vo. 

Isaiah to Malachi, in the Tonga Language. Vavau. 8vo. 

The New Testament, in the Tonga Language. London: 1852. 12mo. 

Catechisms, etc., in the Tonga, Fiji, Wallis Island, and Samoan Languages. Vavau 
and Uvea: 1846-57. 

Genesis, Exodus, and Psalms, in the Fiji Language. Viti: 1854. 12mo. 

From Exchange of Duplicates. 

Mithridates oder allgemeine Sprachenkunde mit dem Vater TJnser als Sprachprobe 
in bey nabe fiinfhundert Sprachen und Muodarten, von Johann Christian Adclung, 

etc. Erster Theil.—- do , do fortgesetzt .... von Dr. Johann Severin Vater, 

etc. Zweyter und dritter Theile. Berlin: 1806-1817. 4 vols. 8vo. 

Anthologia Sententiarum Arabicarum. Cum schoiii3 Zamachsjarii. Edidit, vertit, 
et illustravit Henricus Albertus Schulten3. Lugduui Batavorum: 1772. 4to. 

The New Testament in Arabic. London: 1820. 8yo. 

Apergu de la Langue des lies Marquises et de la Langue Ta'itienne, precede d’une 
Introduction sur l’histoire et la geographic de l’Archipel des Marquises, par J. 
Ch. Ed. Buschmann, etc. Accompagne d’un vocabulaire inedit de la langue Tai- 
tienne par le Baron Guillaume de Humboldt. Berlin : 1 843. 8vo. 

Lettres a M. le Due de Blacas d’Aulps, etc., relatives au Musee Royal Egyptien de 
Turin ; par M Champollion le Jeune. Premiere Lettre. — Monuments Historiques. 
[Avec une Notice Chronologique de la xviiie Dynastie Egyptienne de Man6thon; 
par M- Champollion Figeac.j Seconde Lettre. — Suite des Monuments Historiques ; 
suite de la Notice Chronologique, etc. Paris: 1824-36. 8vo. 
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A Dissertation on the Nature and Character of the Chinese System of Writing, 
.... By Peter S. Duponceau, LLD., etc. To which are subjoined, a V ocabu- 
lary of the Cochinchinese Language, by Father Joseph Morrone, etc., with .... 
notes by SI de la Palun, etc.; and a Cochinchinese and Latin Dictionary. 

t .... Philadelphia: 1838. 8vo. 

Andre® Theophih Hoffinanni, etc., Grammaticse Syriac* Libri IIL Ealse: 1827. 
4to. 

Priifung der Untersuchungen uber die Brbewohner Hispaniens vermittelst der Vas- 
kischen Sprache. Von Wilhelm von Humboldt. Berlin: 1821. 4to. 

Macrizi Historia Regum Islamiticorum in Abyssinia. Interpretatus est et una cum 
Abulfed® Descriptioue Regionum Nigritarum e codd Bibl. Leidensis arabice 
edidit Fredericus Theodorus Rinck, etc. Lugduni Batavorum : 1790. 4to. 

Vocabulaire Oc6anien-Fran$ais et F ranjais-Oceanien des Dialectes paries aux lies 

Marquises, Sandwich, Gambier, etc par l’Abbe Boniface Mosblech, etc. 

Paris: 1843. 12mo. 

Das Alexandrinische Museum. Eine .... gekronte Preisschrift yon G. Parthey, 
Dr. Mit einein Plane von Alexandrien. Berlin: 1838. 8vo. 

Bistoria Praecipuorum Arabuni Regnorum Rerumque ab iis Gestarum ante Islam- 
ismum. E codd. manuscr. Arab. Biblioth. Reg. Haun. collegit vertit et animad- 
versiones addidit D. Janus Lassen Rasmussen, etc. Haunite: 1817. 4to. 

Die Identitat der Eindu, Perser, Pelasger, Germanen und Slaven dargethan aus 
Sprache, Religion und Sitte eon F. A Rauch. Erste Abtheilung. Marburg: 
1829. 12mo. 

Outlines of a Grammar, Vocabulary, and Phraseology, of the Aboriginal Language 
of South Australia, spoken by the Natives in and for some distance around Ade- 
laide. By C. G. Teichelmann and C. W. Schurmann, etc. Adelaide : 1840. 8vo. 

Fior di Pensieri suite Pietre Preziose di Ahmed Tejfascite. Opera stampata nel suo 
origiuale Arabo, colla traduzione Italians appresso, e diverse note di Antonio 
Raineri. Firenze: 1818. 4to. 

Propositions Philosophiques adressees aux Savants de tons les Pays, par un Orien- 
tal. Constantinople: 1849. 8vo. pp. 12. 

Principes d’Etymologie Naturelle bases sur les Origines des Langues Semitico-San- 
scrites, par H. J. F. Parrat, etc. Paris: 1851. 4to. pp. 64. 

Abulghasi Bahadur Chani Historia Mongolorum et Tatarorum nunc primum tatarice 
edita auctoritate et munificentia illustrissimi Comitis Nicolai de Romanzoff, etc. 
Casani: 1825. foL 

Philologisch-kritische Zugabe zu den .... zwei Mongolischen Original-Briefen der 
Konige von Persien Argun und Oeldsliaitu an Philipp den Schoneu ; von Isaac 
Jacob Schmidt. . St. Petersburg : 1824. 8vo. pp. 31, 3. 

Journal of the Indian Archipelago and Eastern Asia. VoL 11,6 suppL, and Vols. 
v-vii. Singapore: 1847, 1851-53. 8yo. 

Wiwoho or Mintorogo, a Javanese Poem, from the Kawi of Hempoe Kanno, edited 
by J. F. C. Gericke. [From the Verhandelingen van het Batav. Genootsch. van 
Kunsten en Wetenschappen, Deel xx] Batavia: 1845. 8vo. large paper. 

Romo, a Javanese Poem, in the Version of Joso Dbipoero, edited by C. F. Winter. 
[From the Verb. v. h. Batav. Gen. v. K. en W., Deel xxi] Batavia: 1847. 8vo. 

Ardjoena Wiwaha. Benevens Balineschen juterlinearen Commentarius. Het eerste 

echte Kawi-Werk, waarvan de oorspronkelijke Tekst gedrukt wordt door 

R. Friederich, [From the Ver, v. h, Batav. Gen. v. K. en W, Deel xxiii] Ba- 
tavia: 1850. 4to. 

Boma Kawja, a Poem of Bhauraa, son of the Earth, in the original Kawi, edited 
by R. Friederich. [From the Verb. v. h. Batav. Gen. v. K. en W., Deel xxiv] 
Batavia: 1852. 4to. 

Manik Maja, a Javanese Poem, edited by Dr. J. J. de Hollander. Batavia: 1852. 
8vo. 

Besohrijving van een Gedeelte der Residentie Riouw, door E. Netscher. 8vo. 

Griindung der Stadt Pataliputra und Geschichte der Upakosa. Fragmente aus 
dem Katha Sarit Sagara des Soma Deva. Sanskrit und Deutsch von Hermann 
Brockhaus. Leipzig : 1835. 8vo. pp. iv, 16, 16. 

Matapariksha .... An Examination of Religions ; Part the First ; containing a 
consideration of the Hindu Sastras, with an English Version and Preface. Mir- 
zapore: 1852. 12mo. 
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Beitrage zur Kritik des Poetischen Theils im Hitopadeja. Von Otto Bohtlingk. 

[From the Mel. Asiat de l'Acad. Imp. des Sc. de St.-Petersbourg, Tome i] 

St. Petersburg: 1851. 8vo. pp. 10. 

Projet d’uue Soeiete de Manuscrits Sanskrits. Bonn : e. a. 8vo. pp. 7. 

Abhnndlung Uber das Sehul- und Lehrwesen der Muhamedaner im Mittelalter . . . .. 

Von Dr. Daniel Haneberg, etc. Miinchen: 1850. 4to. pp. 40. 

Exposition of the Principles of Mohammedan Jurisprudence, by EL Tornauw. St. 
Petersburg: 1850. 8vo. Russian. 

Kutische Miinzen. Von G. H. F. Nesselmann. [Aus d. neuen Preuss. Prov.-Blat- 
tern....] Konigsberg: 1854. 8vo. pp. 12. 

Karnama-i-Hydary, or, Memoirs of the Brave and Noble Hyder Shah, sumamed 
Hyder Ally Khan Bahadur. To which is annexed, a Sketch of the History of 
his Illustrious Son, Tippoo Sultan. Compiled from the different works written 
hy English, French, and Oriental Authors. [By Prince Ghulam Mohammed, son 
of Tippoo Sultanl Calcutta: 1848. 4to. Persian. 

Fibrist Hamalat i-Haidari, etc. Hindustani abstract of the above. Calcutta: 1849. 
4to. 

Ausfiihrlicher Bericht irber die in Konstantinopel vom October 1851 bis October 
1852 ersohienenen Orientalischen Werke. Von Freiherrn Ottokar M. v. Schlechta 
Wssehrd, etc. [Aus d. Junihefte d. J. 1854 d. S. d. phil.-hist. CL d. Kais. Akad. 
d. Wiss. bes. abgedr.] Wien: 1854. 8vo. pp; 33. 

Plan der Real-Encyclopadie des Judenthuins. Zunaphst fiir die Mitarbeiter. Kro- 
toschin : 1 844. 1 2mo. pp. 55. 

Bechinoth Olam. Betrachtungen iiber das Weltleben von Jedajah Penini Bedarschi, 
tnit interpunktirtem ebraischem Texte, und einer .... Uebersetzung von M. E. 
Stern Wien: 1847. 12 mo. 

De Israelitarum per Mare Rubrum Transitu. Scripsit L. F. C. Tischendorf, etc. 

Cum Tabula. Lipsiie: 1847. 8vo. pp. 32. 

Dialogues, and a small portion of the New Testament, in the English, Arabic, 
Haussa, and Bornu Languages. London : 1 853. transv. fol. lithographed. 
Grammar of the Bornu or Kanuri Language ; with Dialogues, Translations, and Vo- 
cabulary. London: 1853. 8vo. 

Epilegomena zu Dr. Th. Benfey’s Griechiscbem Wurzellexikon von W. Sonne, etc. 
Wisniar: 1847. 8vo. pp. iv, 64. 

Archiv far Kunde Oesterreichiscber Geschichts-Quellen. Herausgegeben von der 

Commission der Kais. Akad. der Wiss. Erstes Heft. Zweites Heft, Wien: 

1848. 8vo. 


Mah'isim al-Athar wa flakaik al-Akhbar, “ Beauties of Foot-prints and Realities of 
Historical Narratives;’’ a history of the Ottoman Empire, in Turkish. By Ahmad 
Wasif EffendL Constantinople: A. H. 1246 (=A. D. 1830). 2 vols. in 1. foL 

Kitab Bahth al Matalib fi Tim al-’Arabiyah, ‘ Discussion of Points of Inquiry re- 
specting the Science of the Arabic Language;” by Jabril Fudhut al-HalabL 
Malta : 1836. 8vo. 

Al-Ajwibab aj-Jaliyah fi Usui an-Nahwiyah; “ Clear Answers respecting the Prin- 
ciples of Grammar.” Malta: 1832. 8vo. 

Marah al-Arwah; “ Resting place for Minds;” on Arabic inflection. By Ahmad 
Bin ’Ali Bin Mas’5d. Bulak: A. H. 1246 (=A. D. 1830). 8vo. 

A collection of Arabic poetry and prose, s. L and 9. a. 8vo. 

Abu Nasri Ismaelis Ebn Hammad Al-Gieuharii Farabiensis Purioris Sermonis 
Arabici Thesaurus, vulgo dictus Kitab es-Sihah, id est, Liber Sebah, sive Lexicon 
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ERRATA. 


p. 148, 1L 2, 8 from below — exchange the words former and latter. 

p. 156, L 28— for plant s read planets. 

p. 157, L 25 — for 73-89 read 80-90. h h 

p. 168, table, 3rd column (Ptolemy), 1. 1 — for 36 read 6. 

p. 173, 1. 34 — for Ward read Warren. 

p. 176, L 20— for 84-88 read 31. 


p. 183, L 41— for 6069.656 read 5069.64. 
p. 191, 1.22 — for day-sine read earth-sine. 
p. 264, L 4 — for sines read signs. 
p. 267, L 20 — for longitude of read of longitude. 
p. 334, L 12 — for as-Sarfah read as-Sarfah. 
p. 335. 1. 15 — for fourteenth read thirteenth. 
p. 427, 1. 2 from below — for 1962nd read 1917th. 
p. 607, L 11— for amrPT° read 0 JTWPT 0 . 

p. 613, L 31— for 32,34 . . 

References made in the notes on the earlier chapters of the Surya-Siddhanta to 
the latter portion of chapter xii are in several instances wrong by one verse, owing 
to an error of the manuscript consulted. 
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